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I  N 

P  AKADISUM      AMISSAM 

SUMMI     POETjE 

JOHANNIS      MILTONI. 

QUI  legis  Amissam  Paradisum,  grandia  Magni 
Carmina  Miltoni,  quid  nifi  cunda  legis? 
Res  cun&as,  &  cunctarum  primordia  rerum, 
Et  fata,  &  fines,  continet  ifte  liber. 
Intima  panduntur  magni  penetralia  mundi ; 

Scribitur  &  toto  quicquid  in  orbe  latet : 
Temeque,  tradtufque  maris,  coelumque  profimdumi 
Sulphureumque  Erebi^  flammivomumque  fpecus. 
Quasque  colunt  terras,  pontumque,  &  Tartara  casca; 

Quseque  colunt  fummi  lucida  regna  poli. 
Et  quodcunque  ullis  conclufum  eft  finibus  ufquam ; 

Et  fine  fine  Chaos^  &  fine  fine  DEUS  : 
Et  fine  fine  magis,  (fi  quid  magis  eft  fine  fine) 

In  CHRISTO  erga  homines  conciliatus  amor. 
Hasc  qui  fperaret,  quis  crederet  effe  futura? 
Et  tamen  haec  hodie  terra  Britanna  legit. 
O  quantos  in  bella  Duces,  quas  protulit  arma ! 
Qua?  canit,  &  quanta  praelia  dira  tuba  I 

Coelefles 


Cceleftes  acies,  atque  in  certamine  ccelum, 

Et  quas  cceleftes  pugna  deceret  agros ! 
Quantus  in  aethereis  tollit  fe  Lucifer  armis ! 

Atque  ipfo  graditur  vix  Michaek  minor ! 
Quantis,  &  quam  funeftis  concurritur  iris, 

Dum  ferus  hic  ftellas  protegit,  ille  rapit ! 
Dum  vulfos  montes,  ceu  tela  reciproca,  torquent ; 

Et  non  mortali  defuper  igne  pluunt  j 
Stat  dubius  cui  fe  parti  concedat  Olympus ; 

Et  metuit  pugnas  non  fuperefle  fuae. 
At  fimul  in  ccelis  MESSIiE  infignia  fulgent, 

Et  currus  animes,  armaque  digna  DEO; 
Horrendumque  rotae  ftrident,  &  fasva  rotarum 

Erumpunt  torvis  fulgura  luminibus ; 
Et  flammas  vibrant,  &  vera  tonitrua  rauco 

Admiftis  flammis  infonuere  polo : 
Excidit  attonitis  mens  omnis,  &  impetus  omnis, 

Et  caflis  dextris  irrita  tela  cadunt. 
Ad  poenas  fugiunt,  &  (ceu  foret  Orcus  afylum!) 

Infernis  certant  condere  fe  tenebris. 
Cedite  Rotnani  Scriptores,  cedite  Graii, 

Et  quos  Fama  recens,  vel  celebravit  anus : 
Haec  quicunque  leget,  tantum  cecinifle  putabit 

Mceonidem  Ranas,  Virgilium  Culices. 

S  A  M.     B  A  R  R  O  W,     M.  D. 


PARADISUS    AMISSUS. 

LIBER     PRIMUS. 

PRIMAM  Hominis  Noxam,  vetitaque  ex  Arborefoetus 
Avulfos,  morfu  quae  deguftata  nefando 
Humanae  genti  mortem  &  genus  omne  malorum 
Intulit,  &  miferos  Edeni  fedibus  egit, 
Donec  Progenies  Humano  ab  femine  Major 
Reftituat  lapfos,  laetifque  reponat  in  arvis, 
Diva  canas  :  Tu,  fecreto  quae  vertice  quondam 
Orebiy  Sinte-ve  jugis,  praecordia  fancto 
Paftori  afflabas,  quem  le&a  ab  origine  Proles 
Audiit  ingentis  primordia  dicere  mundi, 
Emerfafque  Chao  terras  coelumque  profundum. 
Seu  tibi  ftt  Sion  cordi  magis,  &  Siloee  fons 
Celfa  D  e  i  tacito  lambens  Oracula  rivo, 

PARADISE    LOST. 

6  O  O  K       I. 

OF  Man's  firft  Difobedience,  and  the  Fruit  Of  Horeb,  or  of  Sinai,  didft  bfpire 

Of  that  fotbidden  Tree,  whofe  mortal  Tafte  That  Shepherd,  who  firft  taught  the  chofen  Seed, 

Brought  Death  into  the  world  and  all  our  woe,  In  the  beginning  how  the  Heav'ns  and  Earth 

With  lofs  of  Eden,  till  one  greater  Man  Rofe  out  of  Cbaos :  Or  if  Sion  Hill 

Reftore  Us,  and  regain  the  blifsful  Seat,  Delight  thee  more,  and  Si/ea's  Brook  that  flow'd 

Sing  Heav'n].y  Mufe  j  that  on  the  fecret  top  Faft  by  the  Oracle  of  G  o  d,  I  thence 

A  Rite 
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Rite  tuam  pofcentis  opem  praefentior  audi 
Inde  preces,  non  vulgari  qui  carminis  ala 
Aonium  fpernit  montem,  impavidoque  volatu 
Ardua  molitur,  nulli  fermone  foluto 
Dicla  prius,  nulli  veterum  celebrata  camcenae. 
Tuque  adeo,  qui,  templorum  penetralibus  altis 
Pofthabitis,  purum  peclus  fandtofque  recefius 
Cafti  animi  colis;   O  fari  da,  Spiritus  alme, 
Scis  etenim  &  memorare  potes ;  Tu  femina  mundi 
Prima  fovens,  alifque,  parentis  more  columbae, 
Expanfis  fuper  incumbens,  immane  Profundum 
Vi  foecundabas  genitali :  Tu  mihi  luftra 
Corda  bonus ;  lucem  caeco,  invalidoque  vigorem 
Suffice,  ut  ingenti  non  impar  Argumento 
Confurgam  ;  legefque  D  e  i  venerandaque  jura 
Defendens,  pandam  dictis  quam  numine  jufto 
Torquet  res  Hominum,  atque  aequis  moderatur  habenis. 
Fare  age,  namque  patent  fuperas  tibi  cuncla  per  oras 
Perque  altos  Erebi  tractus,  quae  Caufa  Parentes 

Invoke  thy  aid  to  my  advenfrous  Song,  Dove-like  fat'ft  brooding  on  the  vaft  Abyfs, 

That  with  no  middle  flight  intends  to  foar  And  mad'ft  it  pregnant :  What  in  Me  is  dark, 

Above  th'  Aonian  Mount,  while  it  purfues  Jllumine ;  what  is  low,  raife  and  fupport ; 

Things  unattempted  yet  in  Profe  or  Rhime.  That  to  the  height  of  this  great  Argument 

And  chiefly  Thou,  O  Spirit,  that  doft  prefer  I  may  affert  Eternal  Providence, 

Before  all  tempies  th'upright  heart  and  pure,  And  juftifie  the  ways  of  G  o  d  to  Men. 
Inftruft  me,  for  Thou  know'ft :  Thou  from  the  fitft         Say  firft,  for  Heav'n  hides  nothing  from  thy  view, 

Waft  prefent,  aad  with  mighty  wings  outfpread  Nor  the  deep  Tracl  of  Hell ;  fay  firft  what  Caufe 

Impu- 
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Impulerit  primos,  cceli  propiorc  bcatos 
Numinc,  tam  blandi  Gcnitoris  fperncre  juffa 
Ingratos,  unum  ob  Vetitum,  cum  cactera  late 
Terrarum  vafta  foli  ditione  tencrcnt ; 
Tam  focdum  miferis  crimen  quis  fuaferit  auclor. 
Infernus  Serpens :   Ille  improbus  arte  maligna 
Matrem  hominum  lufit,  furiis  ultricibus  adtus, 
Ipfe  exul  jam  tum  coeli,  faftumque  nefandum 
Efferaque  aufa  luens  cum  Tartareo  comitatu ; 
Quorum  ope,  praecelfum  divini  munus  honoris 
Ante  Pares  longe  affectans,  sequaffe  Supremum 
Sperabat,  li  contra  obfifteret;  impiaque  amens 
Bella  D  e  i  Solio  &  pugnam  intentabat  atrocem. 
Hunc  adeo,  effraeni  molitum  vana  tumultu, 
JEthereis  projectum  oris  per  inane  profundum 
Flagrantem  torfit  Deus,  horrificaque  ruina 
Praecipitem  dedit ;  aeternaeque  voragine  noctis 
Inclufit  demerfum,  ibi  longum  adamantina  vincla 


Mov'd  our  Grand  Parents,  in  that  happy  State, 
Favour'd  of  Heav'n  fo  highly,  to  fall  ofF 
From  their  Creator,  and  tranfgrefs  his  Will 
For  one  Reftraint,  Lords  of  the  World  befides : 
Who  firft  feduc'd  them  to  that  foul  revolt. 
Th'  infemal  Serpent :  He  it  was,  whofe  Guile, 
Stirr'd  up  with  Envy  and  Revenge,  deceiv'd 
The  Mother  of  Mankind,  what  time  his  Pride 


Of  Rebel  Angels ;  by  whofe  aid  afpiring 
To  fet  himfelf  in  Glory  above  his  Peers, 
He  trufted  to  have  equal'd  the  Moft  High, 
If  He  oppos'd ;  and  with  ambitious  aim 
Againft  the  Throne  and  Monarchy  of  God 
Rais'd  impious  war  in  Heav'n  and  battel  proud 
With  vain  Attempt.    Him  the  Almighty  Power 
HurPd  headlong  flaming  from  th'  Ethereal  Skie 


„1      «««W.n.11.— J        »»1M»1.     H411V      IUJ     »!»".  AJ.U11    X*     JlWtUWUp     11»11U11&      11^111      m.        «»H* 

Had  caft  him  out  from  Heav'n,  with  all  his  Hoft      With  hideous  ruin  and  combuftion  down 


A    2 


Et 


4  LIBER    PRIMUS. 

Et  meritos  flammae  paffurum  vindicis  ignes, 
Qui  malefana  palam  Omnipotentem  in  bella  vocarat. 
x  Jam  novies  no&is  ipatium  noviefque  diei 
Fluxerat,  ut  terris  numerantur  tempora ;  ponto 
u^^/#«^Hic  fuper  ignivomo  dira.  comi^nje__c^teryA 

Attonitus  jacet,  atque  Animae  ftupet  obruta  Virtus 

•/Ethereas.    Ccelo  vifum  eft  gravioribus  iris 

Hunc  ultra  fuperefTe ;  amiffa  hinc  gaudia  luget, 

Illinc  immenfos  horret  flne  fine  dolores : 

Lumina  continuo  feralia  circumvolvit, 

Lumina  moerorem  immanem,  formidine  mixta, 

Invictumque  odium  &  faftum  teftata  ferocem. 

Tum  celerem  torquens  aciem,  quantum  ufque  tuendo 

Ccelicolum  penetrant  oculi,  loca  lurida,  vafto 

Deformem  tractu  regionem  afpectat :  ubique 

Horror  erat ;  barathrumque  ingens,  ceu  maxima  fornax, 

Undique  jaciabat  flammas,  fine  lumine  flammas : 

Obfcura  tantum  fub  lucis  imagine  triftes 

To  bottomlefs  perdition;  there  to  dwell  Torments  him  :  round  he  throws  his  baleful  eyes, 

In  adamantine  Chains  and  penal  Fire,  That  witnefs'd  huge  affliftion  and  difmay 

Who  durfl  defie  th'  Omnipotent  to  arms.  Mix'd  with  obdurate  pride  and  ftedfaft  hate. 

Nine  times  the  fpace  that  meafures  day  and  night  At  once,  as  far  as  Angels  ken,  he  views 

To  mortal  men,  He  with  his  horrid  crew  The  difmal  fituation  wafte  and  wild. 

Lay  vanqui(h'd,  rowling  in  the  fiery  Gulf,  A  Dungeon  horrible  on  all  fides  round, 

Confounded,  though  immortal.    Eut  his  Doom  As  one  great  Furnace,  flam'd;  yet  from  thofe  flames 

RefervM  him  to  more  wrath ;  for  now  the  thought  No  light,  but  rather  darknefs  vifible 

Both  of  loft  happinefs  and  lafting  pain  Serv'd  only  to  difcover  fights  of  woc, 

Luftrabat 
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Luftrabat  Caligo  plagas,  folafque  dolorum 
Pandebat  facies,  umbras  vallefque  inamoenas ; 
Pax  fugit  inde,  Quiefque ;   fugit,  quas  fublevat  omnes 
Ultro  Spes  placida ;  at  torto  Vindicla  flagello 
Inftat,  Diluviumque  perenni  agit  agmine  flammas 
Sulphuris  indomitas.     Iftos  hac  fede  Rebelles, 
Hoc  claudi  Omnipotens  aequus  decreverat  antro, 
Heu  quam  diflimili  Patriae  fedifque  reli&ze ! 
Ter  tantum  ore  fuo  aethereaque  a.  luce  remotos, 
Quantum  vel  Medio  diftat  mundi  ultimus  Axis. 
Cladis  ibi  comites  flammarum  in  gurgite  volvi 
Dux  cernit  mifer  attonitos,  multoque  rotatos 
Turbine ;  &  adjundtum  lateri,  qui  proximus  Ipfi 
Criminibus  fceptrifque,  infano  agitarier  aeftu : 
Ille  Palcejlind  longo  poft  tempore  notus, 
Nomine  Balzebus  :  quem  coeli  acerrimus  Hoftis 
(Coelicolae  hinc  Satanam  memorant)  audacibus  ultro 
Compellans  dictis  horrenda  filenuajripiu 

Regions  of  forrow,  cfoleful  fhades,  where  Peace  As  from  the  Center  thrice  to  th'  utmoft  PoJej 

And  Refl  can  never  dwell,  Hope  never  comes  O  howunlike  the  place  from  whence  they  fell ! 

That  comes  to  all ;  but  Torture  without  end  There  the  companions  of  his  fall,  o'erwhelm'd 

Still  urges,  and  a  fiery  Deluge,  fed  With  Floods  and  Whirl-winds  of  tempeftuous  fire, 

With  ever-burning  Sulphur  unconfumM.  He  foon  difcerns,  and  wek'ring  by  his  fide 

Such  Place  Eternal  Juftice  had  prepar'd  One  next  himfelf  in  power,  and  next  in  crime, 

For  thofe  Rebellious,  here  their  prifon  ordain'd  Long  after  known  in  Palejline,  and  nam'd 

In  utter  darknefs,  and  their  portion  fet  Beelxebub.     To  whom  th'  Arch-enemy, 

As  far  remov'd  from  God  and  light  of  Heav'n,  And  thence  b  Heav'n  ca!l'd  Saia/t,  with  bold  word* 

Si 
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Si  fis  Ille  Idem !  verum  6  quam  everfus,  ab  Illo 
Quantum  6  mutatus,  laetis  qui  lucis  in  oris 
Tot  rutilorum  unus  fuperabas  millia  longe 
Ccelicolum,  eximio  radiorum  indutus  amictu  1 
Si  iis  Ille,  mihi  focium  quem  foedus  idemque 
Confilium,  quem  ipes  eadem  &  commune  periclum 
Aufi  participem  ingentis  junxere ;  ruina 
Nunc  Sorjsuna  pari  junxit:  de  culmine  quanto 
Corruimus,  fentis,  quantaque  voragine  merfi. 
Scilicet  Hunc  tantum  evexere  Tonitrua,  nulli 
Nota  prius  fera  tela.     At  me,  fi  tota  ruat  vis 
Telorum,  &  quodcunque  aliud  violentior  Ira 
Victoris  quondam  inveniet,  non  franget,  atroxve 
Mutabit  mihi  cor,  fpecies  licet  extera  formae 
Mutetur ;  neque  enim,  quae  fpretae  injuria  movit 
Virtutis,  generofa  animo  faftidia  cedent. 
Ergo  ipfi  haud  veritus  bellum  intentare  Tonanti 
Ccelicolum  immenfas  ducebam  in  proelia  turmas, 


Breaking  the  horrid  fdence  thus  began  :  From  what  Height  fall'n  :    fo  much  the  ftronger 

If  thou  beeft  He !  but  O  how  fall'n ;  how  chang'd         prov'd 

From  Him,  who  in  the  happy  realms  of  light  He  with  his  Thunder :  and  'till  then  who  knew 

Cloath'd  with  tranfcendent  brightnefs  didft  out-lhine  The  force  of  thofe  dire  Arms?  Yet  not  for  thofe, 

Myriads  tho'bright!  If  He,  whom  mutual  league,  Nor  what  the  potent  Viftor  in  his  rage 

Unked  thoughts  and  counfels,  equal  hope  Can  elie  inflift,  do  I  repent  or  change, 

And  hazard  in  the  glorious  Enterprize,  Though  chang'd  in  outward  luftre,  that  fix'd  mind 

Join'd  with  me  once,  now  mifery  hath  join'd  And  high  difdain,  from  fenfe  of  injur'd  merit, 

In  equal  ruin  :  Into  what  Pit  thou  feeft  That  with  the  Mightieft  rais'd  me  to  contend, 

Quot 
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Quot  juga  detrectare  aufi,  dominumque  volentes 

Me  potius,  vires  quas  Ifte  cocgerat  omnes 

Per  latos  cceli  dubio  certamine  campos 

Viribus  aggrefli  adverfis,  foliumque  fupremum 

Concuflere.     Efto ;   palmam  infelicibus  Alter 

Prasripuit ;  fed  Mens  fupereft  immota,  nec  ullis  K  ■  . 

Debellanda  malis,  fed  flecli  nefcia  Virtus, 

Immortale  Odium,  Vindiclze  arrecta  cupido, 

Et  Quodcunque  ufquam  vinci  frangive  reculat. 

Hos  mihi  nunquam  adimet,  nunquam  extorquebit  honores, 

Non  rabie  indomita,  non  vi.    Vi&umne  fuperbos 

Me  volvi  ante  pedes,  &  inertia  fle&ere  genua  ? 

Orabo  veniam  fupplex,  &  habebitur  ultro 

Ifte  mihi  Deus,  Ifte  hujus  terrore  lacerti 

Pallidus  haudpridem,  ac  regno  nutante  tremifcens  ? 

Tunc  efiem  fane  abjedlus,  tunc  clade  vel  ipsa 

Fcedius  opprobrium  paterer.      Quoniam  aufpice  fato 

Igneus  ille  Deum  vigor  &  cceleftis  origo 

And  to  the  fierce  Contention  brought  along  ■    And  what  is  elfe  not  to  be  overcome. 

Innumerable  force  of  Spirits  arm'd  That  Glory  never  fhall  his  wrath  or  niight 

That  durft  diflike  His  Reign  ;  and  me  preferring  Extort  from  me.     To  bow  and  fue  for  grace 

His  utmoft  power  with  adverfe  power  oppos'd  With  fuppliant  knee,  and  deifie  his  Power, 

In  dubious  battel  on  the  plains  of  Heav'n,  Who  from  the  terror  of  this  Arm  fo  late 
And  fliook  his  Throne.  What  tho'the  field  be  loft?     Doubted  his  Empire  :  That  were  low  indeed; 

All  is  not  loft  ;  th'  unconquerable  Will,  That  were  an  Ignominy  and  Shame  beneath 

And  ftudy  of  Revenge,  immortal  Hate,  This  Downfal.  Since  by  fate  the  ftrength  of  Gods 

And  Courage  never  to  fubmit  or  yield,  And  this  empyreal  fubftance  cannot  fail, 

Morte 
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Morte  carent ;  quoniam  &  belli  gravis  Exitus  armis 
Haudquaquam  fra&os  ufu  meliora  magiftro 
Edocuit :   quin  tandem  alacres  vi,  fraude,  tenaces 
Propofiti,  pacifque  haud  unquam  in  foedus  ituri, 
Vexamus  dirum  seternis  affultibus  hoftem? 
Qui  jam  fecurus  betos  fine  more  triumphos 
Toto  agitat  ccelo  vidtor,  fua  nec  capit  amens 
Gaudia,  qu6d  fupera  folus  dominetur  in  arce. 

Ha^c  Satanas  alta  ja&abat  voce,  fed  acres 
Cura  gravis  ftimulos  imojub  pe&ore  verfat ; 
Olli  Bahebus  fcelerato  rettulit  ore : 

O  Rex  armipotens,  6  qui  celfifTimus  omnes 
Imperio  exfuperas,  fceptris  quicunque  fuperbi 
Aufpicio  duxere  tuo  metuenda  minatas 
Bella  Seraphinas  acies ;  quas  fortibus  aufis 
Impavidas  fenfit  fuperae  Rex  arduus  aulae, 
Quserentes  num  vi  fceptrum  cafuve  teneret, 
An  fato :   Heu  nimium  memori  mihi  pedtora  tangit^ 


Since  through  experience  of  this  great  Event 

In  Arms  not  worfe,  in  Forefight  much  advancM, 

We  may  with  more  fuccefsful  Hope  refolve 

To  wage  by  force  or  guile  eternal  war, 

Irreconcileable  to  our  grand  Foe, 

Who  now  triumphs,  and  in  th'  excefs  of  joy 

Sole  reigning  holds  the  Tyranny  of  Heav'n. 

So  fpake  th'  Apoftate  Angel,  though  in  pain, 
Vaunting  aioud,  but  rack'd  with  deep  defpair : 


And  him  thus  anf\ver'd  foon  his  bold  Compeer  : 
O  Prince,  O  Chief  of  many  throned  Powers, 
That  led  th'  imbattell'd  Seraphim  to  War 
Under  thy  condud,  and  in  dreadful  deeds 
Fearlefs  endanger'd  Heav'n's  perpetual  King, 
And  put  to  proof  his  high  Supremacy, 
Whether  upheld  by  ftrength,  or  chance,  or  fate: : 
Too  well  I  fee  and  rue  the  dire  Event, 
That  with  iad  overthrow  and  foul  defeat 

Exitus 
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Exitus  immanis,  nos  qui  caeleftibus  oris 
Detrufit,  tantaque  ingentes  clade  cohortes, 
Quantum  celfa  Deum  potuit  Natura  perire, 
Turbavit:    Mens  fpirat  adhuc  invicta,  vigorque 
Sponte  redit,  vitze  quanquam  periere  prioris 
Gaudia,  &  asterno  merfatur  gloria  luctu. 
Sin  fors  Omnipotens  (hoc  tandem  nomine  cogor 
Dignari;  neque  enim  tales  minor  ulla  poteftas 
Viciflet  vires)  noftrum  hunc  fuperefle  vigorem 
PafTus,  ut  aeternos  melius  tolerare  labores 
Poilimus  fine  fine,  &  longum  ultricibus  iris 
Sufricere;  hic  imo  ufque  Erebo  victoris  iniqui 
Ad  nutum  medios  penfa  exercere  per  ignes, 
Aut  denfis  invifa  fequi  mandata  fub  umbris. 
Quid  juvat  integras  vires  fervare,  perenni 
Quid  fupereffe  aevo,  poenas  fi  vita  perennes 
Horrorum  foecunda  ferat?    Quem  deinde  rebellis 
Dux _populi_  aggreditur  praeceps  &  talibus  infit : 


Hath  loft  us  Heav'n ;  and  all  this  mighty  Hoft 

*n  horrible  Deftruftion  Jaid  thus  low, 

As  far  as  Gods  and  Heav'nly  Eflences 

Can  perifh :  For  the  Mind  and  Spirit  remains 

Invincible,  and  Vigour  foon  returns, 

Though  all  our  Glory  extindl,  and  happy  State 

Here  fwallow'd  up  in  endlefs  Mifery. 

But  what  if  He  our  Conqu'ror  (whom  I  now 

Of  force  believe  Almighty,  fince  no  lefs        [ours) 

Than  fuch  could  have  o'er-power'd  fuch  Force  as 


Have  left  us  this  our  Spiri:  and  Strength  enrire 
Strongly  to  fuffer  and  fupport  our  Pains, 
That  we  may  fo  fuffice  his  vengeful  Ire, 
Or  do  him  mightier  Service  as  his  thralls 
By  Right  of  War,  whate'er  his  Bufinefs  be, 
Here  in  the  Heart  of  Hell  to  work  in  Fire, 
Or  do  his  Errands  in  the  gloomy  Deep? 
What  can  it  then  avail,  though  yet  we  feel 
Strength  undiminiftVd,  or  Eternal  Being, 
To  undergo  Eternal  Puailhment  ? 
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Degener  atque  oblite  Tui!    Patiamur,  Agamus, 
Quicquid  erit,  miferum  eft  fracto  ceciduTe  vigore: 
At  Nos,  quae  fors  cunque  ferat,  perftabimus  iidem, 
Gens  adverfa  Bono  aeternum,  pravique  quod  ufquam  eft 
Certa  fequi;  invift  quicquid  fuprema  tyranni 
Vox  prohibet,  labor  is  nobis,  ea  fola  voluptas. 
Ille  Mali  de  fonte  Bonum  deducere  quasrit; 
Sit  Noftrum  fini  quaefito  obftare,  Malumque 
Extorquere  Bono.     Quoties  cruciabitur  Hoftis, 
Conftlia  eludi  dum  fentiet  intima,  meta 
Propofita  noftras  penitus  deflexa  per  artes  ? 
En  ver6  irarum  referentes  tela  Miniftros 
Ad  caelum  revocat  Victor :  cum  fulphure  grando 
Jam  pofuit ;  flammarum  omnis  defaeviit  aeftus, 
iEthereo  qui  nos  dudum  de  culmine  miflos 
Excepit :   quin  fulguris  ala  invecta  rubenti 
Iras  effudere  Tonitrua,  lafTaque  ceflant 
Per  vaftum  immenfumque  alte  reboare  Profundum. 

Wheretowith  fpeedyWords  th'Arch-Fiendreply'd:     Which  oft  times  may  fucceed,  fo  as  perhaps 

FaH'a  Cherub !    To  be  weak  is  miferable,  Shall  grieve  him,  if  I  fail  not,  and  difturb 

Doing  or  Suffering»  But  of  this  be  fure,  His  inmoft  Counfels  from  their  deftin'd  aim. 

To  do  ought  good  never  will  be  our  task,  But  fee  the  angry  Viftor  hath  recall'd 

But  ever  to  do  ill  our  fole  delight,  His  Minifters  of  vengeance  and  purfuit 

As  being  contrary  to  his  high  will  Back  to  the  Gates  of  Heav'n  :  The  fulphurous  Hail, 

Whom  we  refift.     If  then  his  Providence  Shot  after  us  in  Storm,  o'er-blown  hath  laid 

Out  of  our  evil  feek  to  bring  forth  good,  The  fiery  Surge,  that  from  the  Precipice 

Our  labour  mnft  be  to  pervert  that  end,  Of  Heav'n  receiv'd  us  falling;  and  the  Thunder, 

Aad  out  of  good  ftill  to  find  Mear.s  of  evil :  Wing'd  with  red  Lightning  and  impetuous  rage, 

Dex- 
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Dcxtrum  igitur  tempus  (feu  nos  jam  fpreverit  Hoftis 
Securus,  feu  tandem  acres  fatiaverit  iras) 
Captemus.     Viden'  abruptum  diffundier  aequor, 
Incultos  late  campos,  omnique  carentes 
Luce  plagas,  nifi  quae  liventibus  edita  flammis 
Exilit,  incertoque  tremifcit  pallida  motu  ? 
Ulic  igniti  fugientes  gurgitis  aeftum 
Qureramus  tandem  fpatium  requiemque  dolori, 
Siqua  ibi  fit  requies ;  cogentefque  agmina  fracta 
Tentemus  quae  fit  potior  Sententia ;  quid  nos 
Reftituat ;  dirum  irritet  quid  atrocius  Hoftem ; 
Quo  mala  vincamus  ftudio ;  quas  vivida  vires 
Spes  dederit :   fm  Spes  abfit,  quin  mittimus  ultro 
Sperare  ?    Hoc  animos,  ipfum  Hoc  fera  peclora  firmet. 

His  comitem  affatus,  fublimi  vertice  flu&us 
Exfuperans,  oculifque  procul  flammantibus  ardens 
Exftabat  Satanas ;  vafto  dum  flumine  proni 
Immanes  membrorum  artus  per  jugera  multa 


Perhaps  hath  fpent  his  ihafts,  and  ceafes  now 

To  bellow  through  the  vaft  and  boundlefs  Deep. 

Let  us  not  flip  th'  occafion,  whether  fcorn, 

Or  fatiate  fury  yield  it  from  our  Foe. 

Seeft  thou  yon  dreary  Plain,  forlorn  and  wiid, 

The  Seat  of  defolation,  void  of  light, 

Save  what  the  glimmering  of  thefe  livid  flames 

Cafts  pale  and  dreadful  ?    Thither  let  us  tend 

From  off  the  toffing  of  thele  fiery  Waves ; 

Thcre  reft,  if  any  Reft  can  harbour  there, 


And  re-aflembling  our  afEicted  Powers, 
Confult  how  we  may  henceforth  moft  offend 
Our  Enemy,  our  own  Lofs  how  repair, 
How  overcome  this  dire  Calamity, 
What  reinforcement  we  may  gain  from  Hope, 
If  not,  what  refolution  from  defpair. 

Thus  Satan  talking  to  his  neareft  Mate 
With  Head  up-lift  above  the  wave,  and  Eyes 
That  fparkiing  b!az'd ;  his  other  Parts  befides 
Prone  on  the  Flood,  extended  long  and  large, 
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Undabant.     Non  illum  ingenti  mole  minaces 
Vincebant  (quos  fama  canit)  telluris  Alumni 
Aufi  inferre  Jovi  bellum,  Briareufque  tremendus 
Et  Typhon,  magnus  magno  exporre&us  in  antro 
Antiquam  ad  Tarfon :   non  Illum  ipfa  horrida  ponti 
Bellua,  quae  fluclus  inter  mirabile  Monftrum 
Navigat,  sequoreaeque  exultat  maxima  gentis. 
Olim  Haec  no&ivagae  reclori  vifa  biremis, 
Norvegii  falis  in  fpuma  dum  forte  quiefcit, 
(Sic  perhibent  nautae)  vafta  Infula  creditur,  amplo 
Immenrum  porredta  finu ;  latus  anchora  prenfat 
Squamofum,  &  tuta  fruitur  ftatione  Magifter, 
Dum  pontum  obvelant  tenebrae,  luxque  alma  moratur. 
Talem  cernere  erat  flammantes  vindta  per  undas 
Membra  exporre&um  Satanam :  nec  membra  levaflet 
Ex  alto  rurfum  emergens,  ni  fponte  fupremo 
Omnipotens  nutu  paffus  malefana  patrare 
Aufa  animi  effraenis,  diros  explere  furores, 


Lay  floating  many  a  rood ;  in  bulk  as  huge 
As  whom  the  Fables  name  of  monftrous  fize, 
Titanian,  or  Eartb-born,  that  warr'd  on  Jove, 
Briareos  or  Typbon,  whom  the  Den 
By  ancient  Tarfus  held :  or  that  Sea-beaft 
Leviatban,  which  God  of  all  his  works 
Created  hugeft  that  fwim  th'  Ocean  ftream  : 
Him  haply  flumb'ring  on  the  Norwaj  foam, 
The  Piiot  of  fome  fmall  night-founder'd  Skiff, 


Deeming  fome  Ifland,  oft   (as  Sea-men  tell,) 

With  fixed  Anchor  in  his  skaly  rind, 

Moors  by  his  Side  under  the  Lee,  while  Night 

Invefts  the  Sea,  and  wifhed  Morn  delays : 

So  ftretch'd  out  huge  in  length  the  Arch-fiend  lay, 

Chain'd  on  thc  burning  Lake ;  nor  ever  thence 

Had  ris'n  or  heav'd  his  head,  but  that  the  will 

And  high  permiffion  of  all-ruling  Heav'n 

Lefc  him  at  large  to  hi:  ovvn  dark  defigns, 
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Et  fcelcri  fcelus,  &  poenas  fuperaddere  poenis. 
Hinc  aliis  quae  tela  amens  molitur,  in  ipfum 
Autorem  detorta  cadunt ;  (e[e  ipfe  fuaeque 
Invidiae  ftimulos  furiafque  incufat  atroces : 
Aft  Homini,  faeva  incautum  quem  luferat  arte, 
Dona  videt  frendens.  coelo  demiiTa,  favorem 
Numinis  efFufum  atque  aeterni  pignus  amoris. 
Continuo  immenfam  attollit  de  gurgite  molem 
Arduus :   hinc  atque  hinc  divifo  flumine  abaclae 
Difllliunt  flammarum  undas,  fluctufque  recedunt 
Pracipites :   medio  vallis  patet  horrida  ponto. 
Inde  volans  late  explicitis  per  inania  pennis 
Panditur,  &  denfum  infolita  premit  aera  mole; 
Dum  tandem  ficca?  confidit  littore  terrae, 
Si  modo  terra  foret,  liquido  non  mitior  aeftu 
Quae  folido  ftetit  igne  rigens,   talifque  videri, 
Qualis,  ubi  rupem  ingentem  de  fronte  Pelori 
Aurarum  vis  fubtus  agens,  jflLtnce-ve.  tonantis 

That  with  reiterated  crimes  he  might  In  Eillows  leave  i'th'midft  a  horrid  Vale. 

Heap  on  himfelf  damnation,  while  he  fought  Then  with  expanded  Wings  he  fteers  his  flight 

Evil  to  others ;  and  enrag'd  might  fee  Aloft,  incumbent  on  the  dusky  Air 

How  all  his  malice  ferv'd  but  to  bring  forth  That  felt  unufual  Weight,  'till  on  dry  Land 

Infinite  goodnefs,  grace  and  mercy  fhewn  He  lights,  if  it  were  Land  that  ever  burn'd 

On  Man  by  him  feduc'd ;  but  on  himfelf  With  folid,  as  the  Lake  with  liquid  fire ; 

Treble  confufion,  wrath  and  vengeance  pour'd.  And  fuch  appear'd  in  hue,  as  when  the  force 

Forthwith  upright  he  rears  from  off  the  Pool  Of  fubterranean  Wind  tranfports  a  Hill 

His  mighty  Stature  ;  on  each  hand  the  Flames  Torn  from  Pelorus,  or  the  fliatter'd  fide 
Driv'n  backward  flope  their  pointing  Spires,  and     Of  thund'ring  jEtna  whofe  combuftible 

roll'<i  _ 

Pra- 
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Praeruptum  latus  avellit,  cui  vifcera  flammam 
Concipiunt  facilem,  &  nativo  fomite  fulphur 
Dans  ventis  animos  fornacibus  aeftuat  imis ; 
Ilorrendo  foetore  gravis  fumoque  perufla 
Squalet  agri  facies.     Tali  fe  littore  fiftit 

Diri  planta  pedis ! Sociorum  proximus  Ipfum 

Subfequitur :   fe  more  Deum  virtute  recepta 
Jaclabant  Stygias  proprio  vicifie  paludes 
Impete,  nec  domini  nutum  expecTafte  fuperni. 

Haec  Regio,  haec  Tellus,  ergo  hae  mihi  Littoris  orae, 
(Clamat  Coelicolum  Dux  obrutus)  Haeccine  Sedes 
iEtheriis  mutanda  Plagis,  hae  Luce  beata 

Squalentes  Tenebrae  ? Bene  habet, "  quum  fcilicet  Ifti 

Sic  vifum,  qui  fceptra  ferox  indebita  jaclat : 
Efto ;  juvat :    quantum  potis  eft,  procul,  6  procul  Illo 
Sejunctus  vivam,  quem  fati  aequaverat  Ordo, 
Vis  fuper  iEquales  nunc  extulit.     Arva  valete 
/    ^^.-     Dulcia,  felices  Campi,  aetemifque  fluentes 

And  fuel'd  entrails  thence  conceiving  Fire,  (Said  then  the  loft  Arch-Angel)   this  the  Seat, 

SublinVd  with  Mineral  fury,  aid  the  Winds,  That  we  ranft  change  for  Heav'n  ?   this  mournful 
And  leave  a  finged  bottom  all  involv'd  gloom 

Withftenchand  fmoak:  Such  Refting  found  the  Sole  For  that  celeftial  light  ?   Be  it  fo  !  fince  He 

Of  unblefs'd  feet !    Him  follow'd  his  next  Mate,  Who  now  is  Sov'reign  can  diipofe,  and  bid 

Both  glorying  to  have  'fcap'd  the  Stygian  flood,  What  (hall  be  right :  fartheft  from  him  is  beft, 

As  Gods,  and  by  their  own  recover'd  ftrengthj  Whom  reafon  hath  equal'd,  force  hath  made   fo- 

Not  by  the  fufPrance  of  fupernal  pow'r.  Above  his  Equals.    Farewel  happy  Fields,    [preme 

Is  this  the  Region,  this  the  Soil,  the  Clime,  Where  Joy  for  ever  dwells  !  hail  horrors !  hail 

Deliciis! 
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Dcliciis !    Salvcte  Horrorcs !    Tu  mihi  falve 
Infcrnum !    Vofque  interius  nova  pandite  regna 
Magno  Habitatori,  atque  imis  capite  alta  cavcrnis 
Tartara,  cui  Mentem  non  Tempora,  non  Loca  mutant. 
Mens  locus  ipfa  fibi  eft ;    Ercbum  Coelumque  facit  Mens. 
Quid  refert  ubi  fim,  fi  perftem  immotus  &  idem, 
Et  qualem  decet,  haud  ipfo,  fi  fulmina  tantum 
Abjiciat,  Viclore  minor  ?     Quin  otia  faltem 
Ducere  in  his  dabitur  tenebris,  nifi  &  ifta  Tyrannus 
Invideat  loca,  &  hinc  aliis  nos  exigat  armis. 
Saltem  hic  fecuri  dominabimur :    Hoc  bene  regnum 
Tanto  emitur  bello :    Sic,  fic  regnare  fub  umbris 
Prasftat,  quam  fuperi  fervire  per  atria  cceli. 
At  quorsum  fidos  comites  fociofque  ruinae 
Lethaeo  attonitos  patimur  fub  gurgite  volvi  ? 
Quidni  has  in  fedes  fortemque  vocamus  iniquam 
Regni  infelicis ;    vel  ut  experiamur  in  armis 
Quid  coeli  regione  datur  reparare,  vel  imo 

Infernal  World !  and  thou  profoundeft  Hell  Here  for  His  envy ;  will  not  drive  us  hence : 

Receive  thy  new  PofTeflbr  !    One,  who  brings  Here  we  may  reign  fecure ;  and  in  my  choice 

A  mind  not  to  be  chang'd  by  place  or  time.  To  reign  is  worth  ambition,  tho'in  hell : 

The  mind  is  its  own  place,  and  in  it  felf  Better  to  reign  in  hell,  than  ferve  in  heav'n. 

Can  make  a  heav'n  of  hell,  a  hell  of  heav'n.  But  wherefore  let  we  then  our  faithful  friends 

What  matter  where,  if  I  be  ftill  the  fame,  Th'  afTociates  and  copartners  of  our  lofs 

And  what  I  fhould  be,  all  but  lefs  than  He  Lye  thus  aftonihYd  on  th'  oblivious  pool, 
Whom  thunder  hath  made  greater  ?    Here  at  leaft      And  call  them  not  to  fhare  with  us  their  part 

We  fhall  be  free  ;  th'  Almighty  hath  not  built  In  this  unhappy  manfion :  or  once  more 

Perdere 
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Perdere  (liquid  adliuc  perdendum  reflat)  Averno  ? 
^     PLec  Satanas.     Cui  fic  Balzebus :   Magne  Cohortum 
Late  effulgentum  Du&or,  quas  noverat  unus 
Viciffe  Omnipotens !    Illam  fimul  Agmina  Vocem 
Audierint,  pignus  femper  prasdulce  falutis, 
Bcllorum  extrema  rabie  ancipitique  tumultu 
Auditam  toties ;   figno  quo  protinus  omnes 
Tot  quondam  in  csdes,  difcrimina  tanta  ruebant; 
Illa  repente  alacrefque  animos  agilemque  vigorem 
Reftituet ;   quanquam  ignito  jam  gurgite  pronos 
Urget  iners,  qualem  &  dudum  nos  fenfimus,  Horror : 
Tanta  deciderunt  vaftum  per  Inane  ruina ! 

Finierat :    magnaque  ad  littora  mole  fuperbus 
Lenta  tulit  Satanas  veftigia :    grande  retortum 
A  tergo,  mafsa  astheria,  vaftum  atque  rotundum, 
Pendebat  Scutum,  immanes  radiantibus  oris 
Ample&ens  humeros,  qualis  cum  vefpere  Luna 
Fcefuled  fuper  arce,  aut  laetis  vallibus  Arni 

With  rallied  arms  to  try,  what  may  be  yet  Their  foreft  fignal,  they  will  foon  refume 

Regain'd  in  heav'n,  or  what  more  loft  in  hell  ?  New  courage,  and  revive,  tho'  now  they  lye 

So  Stitan  fpake,  and  him  Beelxebub  Grov'ling  and  proftrate  on  yon  lake  of  fire, 

Thus  anfwer'd  :   Leader  of  thofe  armies  bright,  (As  we  erewhile,)  aftotinded  and  amaz'd  ; 

Which  but  th'  Omnipotent  none  could  have  foil'd  !  No  wonder,  fall'n  fuch  a  pernicious  height ! 
If  once  they  hear  that  voice,  their  livelieft  pledge  He  fcarce  had  ceas'd,  when  the  fuperior  flend 

Of  hope  in  fears  and  dangers,  heard  fo  oft  Was  moving  tow'rdthe  fhore:  his  pond'rous  fhield, 

In  worft  extremes,  and  on  the  perilous  edge  Ethereal  temper,  maffie,  large  and  round, 

Of  batte^  when  it  rag'd,  in  all  afiaults  Behind  him.  caft  j  the  broad  circumference 

Cernitur 
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Cernitur  Artifici  Thufco,  dum  lumine  vitri 
Diedaleo  adjutus  maculofo  explorat  in  orbe 
Montefque  fluviofque  vagos  terrafque  recentes. 
Innixus  fublimi  Haftae,  (cui  maxima  Pinus 
Norvegiis  fi  ftrata  jugis  componitur,  illo 
Utatur  malo  quanquam  Prastoria  Puppis, 
Virgula  erit,)  fuper  arva  gradus  fuftentat  iniquos 
Ignea,  quantum  illis  placidi  per  caerula  coeli 
DifTimiles !    Omni  interea  regione  furentes 
Incubuere  acres  ardenti  a  fornice  flammae. 
Ille  autem  tulit  intrepidus,  dum  littora  ponti 
Tangeret  ignivomi :   clamat  focia  Agmina,  form<e 
Agmina  coeleftis,  jam  prona  jacentia  fluctu 
Atque  oblita  fui ;   numero  tot,  lapfa  fenili 
Quot  folia  Autumno  fternuntur  littoris  oris 
Valle  fub  Umbrosa,  fcenam  qua  Thufca  virentem 
iEdificant  nemora,  atque  altos  curvantur  in  arcus: 
Aut  Rubro  quam  multa  Mari  natat  Ulva,  procellis 

Hung  on  his  flioulders  like  the  Moon,  whofe  Orb      Over  the  burning  Marle  (not  like  thofe  fteps 


Thro'  Optick  Glafs  the  Tufcan  Artift  views 
At  Ev'ning  from  the  top  of  Fefole, 
Or  in  Valdarno,  to  defcry  new  Lands, 
Rivers,  or  Mountains,  in  her  fpotty  Globe. 
His  Spear,  (to  equal  which  the  talleft  Pine 
Hewn  on  Norivegian  Hills,  to  be  the  Maft 
Of  fome  great  Ammiral,  were  but  a  wand) 
He  watk'd  with,  to  fupport  uneafie  fteps 


On  Heaven's  azure !)  and  the  torrid  Clime 
Smote  on  him  fore  befides,  vaulted  with  Fire. 
Nathlefs  he  fo  endur'd,  'till  on  the  Beach 
Of  that  inflamed  Sea  he  ftood,  and  call'd 
His  Legions,  Angel-forms,  who  lay  intranc'd, 
Thick  as  autumnal  Leaves  that  ftrow  the  Brooks 
In  Valhmbrofa,  where  th'  Etrurlan  fhades 
High  over-arch'd  imbow'r ;  or  fcatter'd  fedge 


iEquora 
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JEquora.  cum  verrit  rapidis  nimbofus  Orion  \ 
Qua.  Regem  malefanum  undae  ftravere  fecutum 
Ifacidas :   Illi  ex  tuta  fpeculantur  arena 
Currufque  excufTafque  rotas  &  pallida  ponto 
Corpora  multa  Virum  volvi.     Tam  denfa  jacebat 
Mzefta  Cohors  fluvium  occultans,  horrore  fepulta, 
Mutatamque  ftupens  fedem  &  fqualentia  regna. 
Intendit  vocem  Satanas^  fonitumque  dedere 
Antra  profunda  Erebi :    O  ingentibus  inclyta  fceptris 
Regum  excelfa  Manus,  bello  imperiifque  potentum, 
Flos  cceli,  quondam  heu  veftri !    Nunc  arcibus  illis 
Cedendum,  tantus  corda  immortalia  torpor 
Si  teneat.     Sed  forte  libet  decumbere  fluclu, 
Scilicet  hlc  Virtus  bellis  ut  lafla  quiefcat, 
Utque  levem  hic  ineat,  coeli  ceu  valle,  foporem ! 
An  certum  eft  adeo  abjecto  fuccumbere  geftu 
Victori,  fupera  inmltans  qui  fpectat  ab  arce 
Illuftres  coeli  Indigenas  &  celfa  Seraphum 

Afloat,  when  with  lierce  Winds  Orion  arm'd  Of  Hell  refounded :   Princes,  Potentates, 

Hath  vex'd  the  Red-Sea  Coaft,  whofe  waves  o'er-  Warriors,  the  flow'r  of  Heav'n!  once  yours,  now 

Bujirii,  and  his  Mempbian  Chivalry,  [threvv  If  fuch  aftonifhmeht  as  this  can  feize  [loft, 

While  with  perfidious  hatred  they  purfu'd  Eternal  Spirits :  or  have  ye  chos'n  this  place 

The  fojourners  of  Gojhen,  who  beheld  After  the  toil  of  battle  to  repofe 

From  the  fafe  fhore  their  floating  Carcafes,  Vour  wearied  virtue,  for  the  eafe  you  find 

And  broken  Chariot  Wheels  :  fo  thick  beftrown,  To  flumber  here,  as  in  the  Vales  of  Heaven  ? 

Abjecl  and  loft  lay  thefe,  covering  the  Flood,  Or  in  this  abjeft  pofture  have  ye  fworn 

Undcr  amazement  of  their  hideous  Change.  T'  adore  the  Conqueror  ?  who  now  beholds 

He  call'd  fo  loud,  that  all  the  hollow  Deep  Cherub  and  Seraph  rolling  in  the  Flood, 

Agmina 
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Agmina  ja&ari  rapido  ludibria  ponto, 

Armaque  ftgnaque  flammantes  denfata  per  undas  ? 

Jamque  ardens  meliorque  loco  pennata  fequentum 

Turba  Inimicorum  ruet  athere,  femianimefque 

Calcabit,   triplici-ve  infixos  fulminis  i&u 

Ufque  imum  premet  in  barathrum.     Quin  rumpite  fomnos, 

Surgite,  vel  fceda  aeternum  torpete  ruina. 

Audierant,  puduitque ;   alifque  micantibus  omnes 
Ocius  exiliere :    Ut  quondam  nodte  filenti 
Caftrorum  Speculatores,  fl  forte  fbpore 
Oppreflbs  metuendi  ofFenderit  ira  Tribuni, 
Membra  repente  levant  languentibus  excita  fbmnis. 
Nec  vero  immanis  non  perfenfere  ruina? 
Pondera,  nec  gravium  ftimulis  caruere  dolorum  ; 
At  voci  Ducis  aufcultant,  mora  nulla,  ruuntque 
Innumeri.     Veluti  Amramidis  cum  Virga,  Canopi 
Littore  vibrata  infaufto,  per  rura  juberet 
Ire  locuftarum  nubem,  quae  urgentibus  Euris 

With  fcatter'd  Arms  and  Enfigns ;  'till  anon  Rouze  and  beftir  themfeK'es  ere  well  awake. 

His  fwift  purfuers  from  Heav'n-gates  difcern  Nor  did  they  not  perceive  the  evil  plight 

Th'  advantage,  and  defcending  tread  us  down  In  which  they  were,  or  the  fierce  pains  not  feel ; 

Thus  drooping :  or  with  linked  Thunderbolts  Yet  to  their  GeneraPs  Voice  they  foon  obey'd, 

Transfix  us  to  the  bottom  of  this  Gulph.  Innumerable.     As  when  the  potent  Rod 

Awake,  arife,  or  be  for  ever  falPn !  Of  Amram\  fon,  in  JEgypfs  evil  day, 

They  heard,  and  were  abafh'd,  and  up  they  fprung     Wav'd  round  the  coaft,  up  call'd  a  pitchy  cloud 

Upon  the  wing ;  as  when  men  wont  to  watch  Of  locufts,  warping  on  the  eaftern  Wind, 

Cn  duty,  fleeping  found  by  whom  they  dread,  That  o'er  the  Realm  of  impious  Pkaraob  hung 

C  2  Denfe 
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Denfae  inftar  No&is  faevi  Pharaonis  in  oras 

Venit,  &  horrenda  Nilum  circumdedit  umbra. 

Talis  Tartareorum  Acies  denftfiima  Fratrum 

Ignem  inter  flammantem  infra  circumque  fupraque 

Sufpendit  trifti  fub  fornice  lentius  alas : 

Dum  tandem  magni  Cufpis  fublata  Tyranni 

Quo  flectant  iter  oftendit :   tum  praepete  penna 

iEquato  demifli  una  libramine  terra 

Sidunt  fulphurea,  &  latum  funduntur  in  aequor, 

Turba  ingens ;   quantam  haud  olim  glacialibus  Ar&os 

Effudit  lumbis,  populorum  maxima  Mater, 

Aut  Rhenum  fuper  aut  Iftrum,  cum  barbara  Pubes 

Diluvii  in  morem  tepidos  undaret  in  Auftros,    ' 

Ufque  ipfam  ad  Calpe?n  &  Lybice  fitientis  arenas. 

Jamque  omni  a  turma  celeres  atque  agmine  ab  omni 

Ingentem  ftipare  Duces  fimul  undique  Regem 

Approperant :    fua  quemque  &  Sceptra,  &  major  Imago 

Humana,  sethereaeque  ornant  veftigia  formae. 


Likc  Night,  and  darken'd  all  the  land  of  Nili : 
So  numberlefs  were  thofe  bad  Angels  feen 
HovVing  on  wing  under  the  cope  of  Hell, 
'Twixt  upper,  nether,  and  furrounding  Fires  : 
'Till,  as  a  fignal  giv'n,  th'  up-lifted  Spear 
Of  their  great  Sultan  waving  to  direft 
Thcir  courfe,  in  even  balance  down  they  light 
On  the  firm  briinflone,  and  fill  all  the  plain : 
A  multitude !  like  which  the  populous  Noxth 


Pour'd  never  from  her  frozen  loins,  to  pafs 
Rbene  or  the  DantKv,  whcn  her  barbarous  fonj 
Came  like  a  Detugc  on  the  South,  and  fpread 
Eencath  Gilralter  to  the  Lybian  lands. 
Forthwith  from  ev'ry  fquadron,  and  each  band, 
The  Heads  and  Leaders  thither  hafte  where  ftood 
Their  great  Commander;  God-like  /hapes  and  forms 
Excelling  human,  Princely  Dignities, 
And  Pow'rs !  that  erft  in  Heaven  fat  on  Thrones ; 
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Scilicet  &  foliis  quondam  coeleftibus  omnes 
Sederunt;   verum  ob  faftum  mentefque  rebelles 
iEternis  vita^  periere  erafa  tabellis 
Nomina,  nec  fuperis  ultra  memorantur  in  oris. 
Necdum  Evce  natos  inter  nova  nomina  terris 
Quasfierant ;   donec  latum  erravere  per  orbem 
Non  prohibente  Deo,  Pietas  humana  Fidefque 
Ut  fpeclarentur  melius :   tum  capta  malignis 
Infidiis  Hominum  gentis  pars  maxima  celfum 
Deferit  Auctorem ;   fanctique  arcana  Parentis 
Gloria  polluitur,  vanis  fimulata  figuris 
Brutorum ;   luxu  turpantur  Sacra  nefando, 
Foedaque  Tartareae  fumant  altaria  turba^. 
Olli  inter  Gentes  diverfo  hinc  nomine  noti 
Quifque  habuere  fuos  varia  fub  imagine  cultus. 

Ergo  age,  Quis  primus  (terris  jam  nomina  dudum 
Clarefcunt)  fomno  excuflb,  Quis,  Mufa,  fupremus 
Se  demum  erexit  ftrato  fkmmante  tyranni 

Tho'  of  their  names  in  heav'nly  Records  now  Glory  of  Him,  that  made  them,  to  transform 

Be  no  memorial ;  blotted  out  and  ras'd,  Oft  to  the  image  of  a  Brute,  adorn'd 

By  their  rebellion,  from  the  Books  of  Life.  With  gay  Religions  full  of  pomp  and  gold, 

Nor  had  they  yet  among  the  fons  of  Eve  And  Devils  to  adore  for  Deities : 

Got  them  new  names ;  till  wand'ring  oe'r  the  Earth,  Then  were  they  known  to  men  by  various  Names, 

Thro'  G  o  d's  high  fufFerance  for  the  tryal  of  Man,  And  various  Idols  thro'  ihe  heathen  World. 

By  falfities  and  lies  the  greateft  part  Say,  Mufe,  their  names  then  known,  who  firft, 

Of  Mankind  they  corrupted,  to  forfake  who  laft, 

G  0  d  their  Creator ;  and  th'  invifible  Rouz'd  froni  the  llumber  on  that  fiery  couch, 

Ad 
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Ad  vocem,  latus  ut  nuda  ftiparet  arena. 
Proceffere  Duces,  meritis  ut  Quifque  praeibat, 
Abfiftente  procul  turba.    ,  Venere  priores, 
Qui  deinde  inferno  migrarunt  gurgite  terras 
Rimati  praedae  ftudio,  &  poft  tempore  longo 
Per  gentes  late  divinos  pofcere  honores 
Non  metuere,   DEique  fuas  adjungere  fedes 
Sedibus,  atque  aris  aras ;   interque  Cherubas 
Sublimem  fummo  Sionis  vertice  Jovam 
Suftinuere  tonantem ;   &  mox  vel  in  aede  verenda 
Ipfius  aeternifque  adytis  fibi  templa  locarunt, 
Infandum !   violare  aufl  purinima  Sacra, 
Et  contra  aetheream  tenebras  advolvere  lucem. 
Extulit  ante  alios  torva  efferus  ora  Molochus 
Fcedata  humana  fanie  lacrimifque  parentum, 
Quanquam  lugubres  fuperarint  tympana  queftus 
Infantum,  quos  per  flammas  horrenda  recepit 
Numinis  Efrigies.     Illum  Ammonita  per  agros 


At  thcir  great  Emperor's  call,  as  next  in  worth 
Came  fmgly  where  he  ftood,  on  the  bare  ftrand, 
While  the  promifcuous  crowd  ftood  yet  aloof  ? 
The  chief  were  thofe  who,  from  the  Pit  of  Hell 
Roaming  to  feek  their  prey  on  Earth,  durft  fix 
Their  Seats  long  after  next  the  Seat  of  G  o  d, 
Their  Altars  by  His  Altar,  Gods  ador'd 
Among  the  Nations  round,  and  durft  abide 
Jehovab  thund'ring  out  of  Sion,  thron'd 


Between  the  Cherubim ;  yea,  often  placM 
Within  his  Sanctuary  it  felf  their  Shrines, 
Abominations !  and  with  curfed  Things 
His  holy  Rites  and  folemn  Feafts  profan'd, 
And  with  their  darknefs  durft  affront  his  ligbt. 
Firft  Molocb,  horrid  King,  befmear'd  with  blood 
Of  human  facrifice,  and  parents  tears ; 
Tho',  for  the  noife  of  Drums  and  Timbrels  loud, 
Their  childrens  cries  unheard,  that  paft  thro'  Fire 
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Irriguos  Rabbai  Batanccaque  rcgna  colebat, 
Argoviique  plagis,  extrcmi  Arno?iis  ad  undam. 
Nec  fatis ;   at  prolis  mox  prudentifTima  fledlens 
Pe<5lora  Davidece,  fuafit  fua  condere  fana 
Templa  Dei  adversum,  famofo  in  vertice  montis 
Obfcceni,  facram  nemoris  cui  praebuit  umbram 
Hinnonis  Vallis  jucunda,  hinc  didta  Tophetus, 
Hinc  &  opaca  Geenna^  Erebi  nigrantis  Imago. 
Proximus  inde  Chemos,  cui  Gens  Moabcea  pudendos 
Sacrabat  ritus,  Aroarem  interque  Nebonem, 
Quaque  patent  auftrina  Abari  Deferta,  fuperque 
Hesbona  aeriamque  Oronaon,  regna  Sihonis, 
Trans  rofeas  Sibmce  valles  veftitaque  rura 
Vitibus,  ufque  Elealem,  Afphaltique  ipfms  undas. 
Di6lus  &  Ille  Peor,  cum  credula  corda  moveret 
Ifacidum,  faevi  fugientum  littora  JVili, 
Ipfius  ut  colerent  aras  lafcivaque  Sacra, 
Flebilibus  fcecunda  malis.     Hinc  Orgia  foeda 


To  his  grim  Idol.    Him  the  Ammonite 
WorfhipM  in  Rabba,  and  her  wat'ry  Plain, 
In  Argob,  and  in  Bafan,  to  the  ftream 
Of  utmoft  Arnon.    Nor  content  with  fuch 
Audacious  neighbourhood,  the  wifeft  heart 
Of  Solomon  he  led  by  fraud,  to  build 
His  Temple  right  againft  the  Temple  of  G  o  d, 
On  that  opprobrious  Hill ;  and  made  his  Grove 
The  pleafant  Valley  of  Hinnon,  Tofbet  thence 
And  black  Gehenna  call'd,  the  Type  of  Hell. 


Next  Cbernos,  th'  obfcene  dread  of  Moaby%  Sons, 

From  Aroar  to  Nebo,  and  the  Wild 

Of  Southmoft  Abarim;  in  Hefebon 

And  Horonaim,  Seonys  Realm,  beyond 

The  flow'ry  Dale  of  Sibma,  clad  with  Vines, 

And  Eleale,  to  th'  Afphahic  Pool. 

Peor  his  other  Name,  when  he  entic'd 

Ifrael  in  Sittim,  on  their  march  from  Ni/e, 

To  do  him  wanton  rites,  which  coft  them  woe. 

Yet  thence  his  luftful  Orgies  he  enlarg'd 

Pro- 
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Protulit  obfcoenum  ad  Montem  faltufque  Homicidae 
Horrendos.     Odio  en  nimium  conjundla  Libidol 
Sed  templis  utrumque  fimul  fancti  ira  yofice 
Eruit  infandis  &  Tartara  mifit  ad  ima. 
His  fefe  addiderant  Comites,  Quot  littora  propter 
Antiqui  Euphratis,  fluviumque  JEgyptia  rura 
Scindentem  a  Sjriis,  Baal  AJlarote-vz.  vocati 
Communi  titulo  ;   hic  Divis  datus,  Ille  Deabus : 
Nam  capere  alterutrum  geminofve  adjungere  fexus 
Aeriis  fas  eft  Animis :    tam  duclilis  illis 
Temperies  habilifque  vigor,  non  ofTea  paffis 
Vincula,  uti  tarda  carnis  qui  mole  laborant 
Contexti  inter  fe  multis  compagibus  artus. 
Quasque  fuas  varians  formas,  ut  cuique  Hbido  eft, 
Contrahit,  extendit ;   lucem  induitur-ve  tenebras, 
Ardentique  odio  aut  dulci  exercetur  Amore. 
Hos  propter  faspe  Ifacidum  gens  vana,  fupremi 
Praefidii  immemores  fanctis  difcedere  ab  aris 

Even  to  that  Hill  of  fcandal,  by  the  Grove  And  uncompounded  is  their  EfTence  pure  j 

Of  Moloeb  homicide  ;  luft  hard  by  hate ;  Not  ty'd  or  manacled  with  joint  or  limb, 

'Till  good  Jo/iab  drove  them  thence  to  Hell.  Nor  founded  on  the  brittle  ftrength  of  bones, 

With  thefe  came  they,  who  from  the  bordVing  flood  Like  cumbrous  flefh ;  but  in  what  Ihape  they  chufe, 

Of  old  Eupbrates,  to  the  Brook  that  parts  Dilated  or  condens'd,  bright  or  obfcure, 

Egypl  from  Syriart  ground,  had  geneial  Names  Can  execute  their  airy  purpofes, 

Of  Baalim,  and  JJhsarotb  ;  thofe  Male,  And  works  of  love  or  enmity  fuliill.) 

Thefe  Feminine :   (For  Spirits  whcn  they  pleafe  For  thofe  the  Race  of  I/r.ie/  oft  forfook 

Can  either  Se.x  affume,  or  both;  fo  foft  Their  living  Strength,  and  unfrequented  left 

Aufi 
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Aufi,  monftra  Dcum  omnigenum  colucrc  ncfandis 
Ritibus ;   hinc  bello  indecori  turpique  fub  hofte 
Degeneres  cecidcre.     Huic  fe  intulit  ardua  turbae 
AJiarte,  venerata  Tyro,  Dea  credita  cceli, 
Oftentans  alto  crcfcentia  vertice  late 
Cornua;   cui  nitidae  per  amica  filentia  lunae 
Mollia  Sidonice  cantarunt  vota  Puellse. 
Illam  nec  filuit  lafcivo  carmine  Sion, 
Monte  fed  Opprobrii  Princeps  uxorius  aras 
Infames  ftatuit,  magnam  cui  mentem  animumque 
Fcemineae  vicere  Artes  Ritufque  profani. 
Hanc  deinde  excepit  Thammujius^  annua  cujus 
Vulnera  per  Libanum  Syrice  movere  puellas 
Flebilibus  fpatium  aeftivae,  quam  longa,  diei 
Indulgere  modis,  lentafque  ciere  querelas ; 
Nativo  effufus  faxo  dum  mollis  Adonis 
Iret  in  Oceanum,  Thammusi  fanguine  dictus 
Purpureos  tingi  latices :   miferabile  carmen 


His  righteous  Altar,  bowing  lowly  down 
To  beftial  Gods ;  for  which  their  heads  as  low 
Bow'd  dowm  in  Battle,  funk  before  the  Spear 
Of  defpicable  foes.    With  thefe  in  troop 
Came  AJloreth,  whom  the  Phcenicians  call'd 
Aflartc,  Queen  of  Heav'n,  with  crefcent  Horns : 
To  whofe  bright  Image  nightly  by  the  Moon 
Sidonian  Virgins  paid  their  Vows  and  Songs ; 
In  Sion  alfo  not  unfung,  where  ftood 


Her  Temple  on  th'  offenfive  Mountain,  built 
By  that  uxorious  King,  whofe  heart,  tho'  large, 
BeguiPd  by  fair  Idolatreffes,  fell 
To  Idols  foul.     Thammuz  came  next  behind, 
Whofe  amual  Wound  in  Lebanon  allur'd 
The  Syria/t  Damfels  to  lament  his  fate 
In  am'rous  ditties  all  a  Summer's  day: 
While  fmooth  Adonis  from  his  native  Rock 
Ran  purple  to  the  Sea,  fuppos'd  with  blooi 


D 
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Aure  bibunt  tenera  Natae  Sionisy  &  ipfis 

Contactas  limilis  pervadit  flamma  medullas. 

Has  adeo  infani  languentes  vulnere  amoris 

Veftibulum  ante  ipfum,  fan&ique  in  limine  fani, 

Afpexit  Vates,  toto  cum  Numine  plenus 

Tranflatos  alio  cultus  &  crimina  gentis 

Cerneret  ingratae.     Sequitur  (Cultoribus  ingens 

Opprobrium)  Effigies  cui  fbrdida  procidit  Arcam 

Ante  triumphatam,  cladem  confefTa  pudendam 

iEde  fua,  &  capite  &  palmis  populata  recifis; 

Ore  Hominem  referens,  poftremo  corpore  Pifcem, 

Portentum  aequoreum,  Dagon :  Sed  &  Huic  quoque  ftruxit 

Azotus  delubra;   Hunc  &  venerata  nefandis 

Terra  Palceflince  Sacris,  Gathos,  Afcalos,  Ecron, 

Quaeque  Philijliadwn  primo  ftat  littore  Gaza. 

Excipit  Hunc  Ri?mnon,  cui  fedes  laeta  Damafcus, 

Et  fortunatae,  quas  alluit  Abbana,  ripae, 

Quas  Pharphar,  vitreis  lucentia  flumina  lymphis. 

Of  Thammuz  yearly  wounded :   the  Love-tale  Where  he  fell  flat,  and  fham'd  his  Worihippers : 

Infedted  Sion's  Daughters  with  like  heat ;  Dagon  his  Name,  Sea-Monfter,  upward  Man 

Whofe  wanton  Pafhons  in  the  facred  Porch  And  downward  Fifh :  yet  had  his  Temple  High 

Ezekiel  faw,  when  by  the  Vifion  led  Rear'd  in  Azotus,  dreaded  through  the  Coafl 

His  Eyc  furvey'd  the  dark  Idolatries  Of  Palteftine,  in  Gatb,  and  Afcelon, 

Of  alienatcd  Judab.    Next  came  One  And  Accaron,  and  Gazays  frontier  bounds. 

Who  mourn'd  in  earneft,  when  the  Captive  Ark  Him  follow'd  Rimmon,  whofe  dclightful  Seat 

Maim'd  his  brute  Image,  head  and  hands  lop'd  off  Was  fair  Damafcus,  on  the  fertil  banks 

Ir  his  own  Temple,  on  the  grunfel  edge  Of  Abbana  and  Pbarphar,  lucid  ftreams. 

Ille 
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Illc  ncc  aetcrni  metuit  fe  opponere  templis 
Numinis;   Illum  olim  fcelcrataque  fana  reliquit 
Dux  fcabie  exefus :   Sed  Rex,  fed  inanis  adorat 
Vidtor  Ahaz  ;   demens,  qui  delubra  Omnipotentis 
Diruit,  ut  Syriorum  aras  induceret,  8c  quos 
Vicerat  ipfe  Deos.     Glomerantes  agmine  magno 
His  fubiere  Cohors,  antiquse  nomina  famae 
Jaclantes  mentita,  Orusy  cumque  IJide  OJiris, 
Carmine  qui  magico  &  vanis  lufere  figuris 
Sacrificos  gentemque  Phariy  palantia  paflim 
Sub  pecudum  indignis  quasrentes  Numina  formis. 
Nec  vero  Jfacidum  proles  intacta ;  alieno 
Ipfa  auro  Vitulum  finxit :   graviora  fed  aufus 
Rex  ille  in  Dani  populis  populifque  Betheliy 
Haud  veritus  fan&um  prono  aflimilare  juvenco 
Audtorem,  Phariis  omnes  qui  no&e  fub  una 
Primitias  uteri  lethali  ftraverat  iclu, 
Commixtafque  Hominum  Spes  balantumque  Deorum. 


He  alfo  againft  the  Houfe  of  G  o  d  was  bold : 
A  Leper  once  he  loft,  and  gain'd  a  King, 
Abax,  his  fottifh  Conqueror,  whom  he  drew 
G  o  d's  Altar  to  difparage,  and  difplace 
For  one  of  Syrian  mode,  whereon  to  burn 
His  odious  ofPrings,  and  adore  the  Gods 
Whom  he  had  vanquifh'd.     After  thefe  appear'd 
A  crew,  who  under  Names  of  old  Renown, 
Ofiris,  Ifis,  Orus,  and  their  Train, 
With  monftrous  fhapes  and  forceries  abus'd 


Fanatic  ^g^ft  and  her  Pricfts,  to  feek 
Their  wandring  Gods,  dilguis'd  in  brutifh  forms 
Rather  than  human.    Nor  did  Ifrael  'fcape 
Th'  infeftion,  when  their  borrow'd  Gold  composM 
The  calf  in  Oreb ;  and  the  Rebel  King 
Doubled  that  Sin  in  Bethel,  and  in  Dan, 
Lik'ning  his  Maker  to  the  Grazed  Ox, 
Jehovab,  who  in  one  Night  when  He  pafs'd 
From  sEgypt  marching,  equaTd  with  one  ftroke 
Both  her  firft-born  and  all  her  bleating  Gods. 
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Se  tulit  extremum  Belus,  quo  nequior  Alter 
Non  cecidit;   folo  fceleris  malefanus  amore 
Qui  fcelus  expeteret :   non  Illi  fana,  nec  arae 
Fumabant :   Sed  quis  fanis,  quis  notior  aris, 
Elidum  exemplo  feu  vis,  feu  dira  libido 
Templa  D  e  i  violet  ?     Quin  vana  palatia  Regum 
Ipfe  colit,  luxuque  urbes  vitiifque  folutas, 
Clamor  ubi  infanus,  rixae,  indomitique  tumultus, 
Per  celfas  refonant  arces :   terrifque  tenebras 
Nox  fimul  intulerit,  caeci  fine  more  vagantur 
Beliades,  vino  inflati  luxuque  protervo. 
Noctem  illam  Gibece  Sodomaeaque  moenia  teftor, 
Hofpitii  tutata  fidem  cum  traderet  ipfas 
Janua  Matronas,  ftupra  ut  pejora  caveret. 

Viribus  Hi  primique  loco.     Percurrere  longum  eft 
Caetera  quae  late  clarefcunt  Numina,  magnofque 
Ioni<e  numerare  Deos,  quos  prifca  colebat 
yapeti  foboles,  Coelo  &  Tellure  minores 


Belial  came  laft,  than  whom  a  Spirit  more  lewd 
Fell  not  from  Heaven,  or  more  grofs  to  love 
Vice  for  it  felf :   To  him  no  Temple  ftood, 
Or  Altar  fmoak'd ;  yet  who  more  oft  than  He 
In  Temples,  and  at  Altars,  when  the  Prieft 
Turns  Atheift;  as  did  E/i's  Sons,  who  fill'd 
With  luft  and  violence  the  houfe  of  G  o  d  ? 
In  Courts  and  Palaces  he  alfo  reigns, 
And  in  luxurious  Cities,  where  the  noife 
Of  riot  afcends  above  their  loftieft  Tow'rs, 


And  injury,  and  outrage :  and  when  Night 
Darkens  the  Strects,  then  wander  forth  the  Sons 
Of  BeVud,  flown  with  infolence  and  wine  : 
Witnefs  the  Streets  of  Sodom ;  and  that  night 
In  Gibeab,  when  the  hofpitable  door 
Expos'd  a  Matron,  to  avoid  worfe  rape. 

Thefe  were  the  prime  in  order,  and  in  might; 
The  reft  were  long  to  tell,  tho'  far  renown'd, 
Th'  Ionian  Gods,  of  Javatfs  Iffue  held 
Gods,  yet  confefs'd  later  than  Heav'n  and  Earth, 
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Faflli  palam  atque  illa  jactans  ab  originc  natos. 
Primus  ibi  Titan  vafta  cum  prolc ;    fcd  Olli 
Junior  abripuit  Saturnus  rcgna,   fuoque 
A  Jove  mox  ipfe  expulfus,  quem  Rbea  rebellem 
Progeniem  peperit :    fic  fccptra  invafit  &  arces 
Jupiter.     Idceis  Haec  Numina  fcilicet  oris 
Nota  prius  tandem  tenuere  nivalia  Olympi 
Culmina,  nec  mediis  ccelum  fublimius  auris. 
Pars  etiam  juga  Delphorum  faltus-ve  facratos 
Dodones  coluere,  aut  Graice  littora  terrae. 
Quofque  alios  fecum  Divos  trans  Adria  longe 
iEquora  decedens  regnis  Saturnus  ademptis 
Hefperios  tulit  in  campos  &  Celtica  rura. 

Hi  turmis  glomerati  omnes,  Aliique  coibant 
Innumeri,  maefto  dejecti  lumina  vultu  : 
Vifa  fubinde  tamen  levis  inter  nubila  fpargi 
Laetitia,  ut  fperare  Ducem  meliora  videbant, 
Nec  ihk  tanta  penitus  periiffe  ruina. 

Their  boafted  Parents ;  Titan,  (Heav'n's  flrft -born,)  Of  Doric  Land  ;  or  who  with  Saturn  old 

With  his  enormous  brood,  and  birthright  feiz'd  Fled  over  Adria  to  th'  Hefperian  Fields, 

By  younger  Saturn :  He  from  mightier  Jove,  And  o'er  the  Celtic  roam'd  the  utmoft  Ifles. 

(His  own  and  Rbea\  Son)  like  meafure  found  ;  All  thefe  and  more  came  flocking,  but  with  looks 

So  Jove  ufurping  reign'd:   Thefe  firft  in  Crete,  Down-caft  and  damp;  yet  fuch  wherein  appear'd 

And  Ida  knovvn,  thence  on  the  fnowTy  top  Obfcure  fome  glimpfe  of  joy,  to  have  found  their 

Of  cold  Olympus  rul'd  the  middle  air,  Chief 

Their  higheft  Heav'n ;  or  on  the  Delphian  Clifl",  Not  in  defpair,  to  have  found  themfelves  not  loft 

Or  in  Dodona,  and  thro'  all  the  bounds  In  lofs  it  felf ;  which  on  his  count'nance  caft 
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Nec  minus  ingenti  dubius  color  ora  pererrat 
Ductori ;   faftum  at  folitum,  mora  nulla,  refumens, 
Excelfafque  crepans  voces  Simulator  Honefti 
Mendaci  fluit  eloquio,  &  languentia  corda 
Erigit,  infpiratque  animos,  abigitque  timores. 
Deinde  jubet,  fimul  altifonans  lituique  tubaeque 
Bellicus  infremuit  Clangor,  Regale  levari 
Vexillum :   fios  fibi  procerus  pofcebat  honores 
Signifer  Azazah.   rutilae  circundata  virgae 
Explicuit,  lateque  ardentem  evolvere  fcenam 
Imperii  figna  alta  dedit :   velut  aere  fummo 
Stella  facem  ducens  longo  micat  ignea  tractu, 
Sic  fubktum  alte  fpatiosa  vefte  per  auras 
Vexillum  immenfum  patuit,  radiante  Seraphum 
Pida  trophaea  flnu  &  flellata  Infignia  pandens. 
Jamque  tuba  exultat  flatu ;   fonat  aere  canoro 
Martia  Vox ;   tum  vero  altum  dant  Agmina  jun&a 
Clamorem,  concuffa  Erebi  quo  concava,  &  imae 

Like  doubtful  hue  :  but  he  his  wonted  pride  Th'  Imperial  Enfign ;  which  full  high  advanc'e 

Soon  recollefting,  with  high  words,  that  bore  Shone  like  a  Meteor  ftreaming  to  the  Wind, 

Semblance  of  worth,  not  fubftance,  gehtly  rais'd  With  Gems  and  Golden  Luftre  rich  imblaz'd, 

Their  fainting  courage,  and  difpell'd  their  fears.  Seraphic  Arms  and  Trophies ;  all  the  while 

Then  ftrait  commands  that  at  the  warlike  found  Sonorous  metal  blowing  Martial  Sounds : 

Of  Trumpets  loud,  and  Clarions,  be  uprear'd  At  which  the  univertal  Hoft  up  fent 

His  mightv  Standard :  that  proud  honour  claim'd  A  fhout  that  tore  Hell's  Concave,  and  beyond 

Jzaze!  as  his  right,  a  Cherub  tall;  Frighted  the  Reign  of  Chaos  and  old  Night. 

Who  forthwith  from  the  glittering  ftaff  unfurl'd  All  in  a  moment  thro'  the  gloom  were  feen 
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Ipfa  Chaus  Noctifquc  antiquae  exterrita  regna. 
Continuo  dccies  fpectantur  Millc  pcr  umbras 
Attolli  bellorum  Infignia,  multipliccfque 
Undatim  jadtare  faces ;   una  horrida  Silva 
Haftarum  exfurgit,  fcutis  diro  ordine  Scuta, 
Et  galeae  galeis  confertae.     It  protinus  aequis 
Agminibus  condenfa  Phalanx ;   dum  plurima  buxo 
Tibia  multifori,  &  modulamine  fiftula  lento 
Molle  fonans,  greffufque  regit  fingitque  canendo. 
Carmine  non  alio  bellantes  Dorica  Mufa 
Impulit  Heroas,  quos  non  furor  egit  inamis, 
Sed  vis  firma  Animi,  fed  Virtus  ardua,  lethi 
Indignata  metum  turpifque  ignara  repulfae. 
Nec  tamen  haud  poterant  blanda  dulcedine  Cantus 
Triftitiam  fedare,  &  fternere  leniter  atros 
Curarum  fluctus,  gelidos  arcere  timores, 
Atque  Homines  Superofque  modis  mollire  canoris. 
His  intenta  filent,  &  procedentia  lentis 


Ten  thoufand  Banners  rife  into  the  Air, 
With  orient  Colours  waving  :  with  them  rofe 
A  Foreil  huge  of  Spears ;  and  thronging  Helms 
Appear'd,  and  ferried  Shields  in  thick  array, 
Of  depth  immeafurable  :  anon  they  move 
In  perfeft  Phalanx,  to  the  Dorian  mood 
Of  Flutes,  and  foft  Recorders ;  fuch  as  rais'd 
To  height  of  nobleft  temper  Heroes  old 
Arming  to  Battle ;  and  inftead  of  rage 


Deliberate  valour  breath'd,  firm,  and  unmov'd 
With  dread  of  death  to  flight,  or  foul  retreat ; 
Nor  wanting  pow'r  to  mitigate  and  fwage, 
With  folemn  touches,  troubled  thoughts,  and  chafe 
Anguifh,   and  doubt,   and  fear,   and  forrow,   and 

pain, 
From  mortal  or  immortal  minds.     Thus  they 
Breathing  united  force  with  fixed  thought 
Mov'd  on  in  filence  to  foft  Pipes,  that  charm'd 


Paffibus 


32 


LIBER     PRIMUS. 


Paflibus  ardorem  unanimem  fimul  omnia  fpirant 
Agmina ;   difficiles  ambufto  in  littore  greftus 
Lenibant  numeri.     Tum  vafta  fronte  Cohortes 
Explicitas  medio  fe,  formidabile  vifu ! 
Extendunt  late  campo  radiantibus  armis, 
Ceu  bellis  affuetas  Acies ;    clypeifque  minaces 
Eredtifque  haftis  magni  mandata  tyranni 
Expectant.     Media  Ille  fagaci  lumine  velox 
Agmina  pervadit ;   florentes  aere  catervas 
Diredis  rite  ordinibus,  celfiflima  Divum 
Corpora,  fpirantefque  videt  coeleftia  vultus. 
Ut  numeros  tandem  recolit,  Cor  inde  feroci 
Diftentum  faftu  tumet,  immenfifque  fuperbit 
Viribus.     Humano  neque  enim  confluxit  ab  ortu 
Bellica  Vis,  Huic  quae  poflet  collata  videri 
Pygmceas  fuperare  manus  gruibufque  popellum 
Infeftum  ;   Phlegrce  quanquam  immaniflima  Proles 
Addantur  populis,  qui  bella  fub  Ilio  alto 


Their  painful  fteps  o'er  the  burnt  foil :  and  now 
Advanc'd  in  view,  they  ftand,  a  horrid  Front 
Of  dreadful  length  and  dazling  Arms,  in  guife 
Of  Warriors  old  with  order'd  Spear  and  Shield, 
Awaiting  what  command  their  mighty  Chief 
Had  to  impole  :  He  thro'  the  armed  Files 
Darts  his  experienc'd  eye,  and  foon  traverfe 
The  whole  Battalion  views,  their  order  due, 
Their  vifages  and  ftature  as  of  Gods ; 


Their  number  laft  he  fums.     And  now  his  heart 
Diftends  with  pride,  and  hard'ning  in  his  ftrength 
Glories :  for  never  fince  created  Man 
Met  fuch  imbodied  force,  as  nam'd  with  thefe 
Could  merit  more  than  that  fmall  Infantry 
Warr'd  on  by  Cranes ;  tho'  all  the  Giant  brood 
Of  Phlegra  with  th'  Heroic  Race  were  join'd, 
Thit  fought  at  Jbebes  and  Ilium,  on  each  fide 
Mix'd  witli  auxiliar  Gods ;  and  what  refounds 


Geflere, 


LIBER     PRIMUS. 


33 


Geffere,  aut  TJjebis,  certantum  utrinque  Deorura 
Ducla  inimicitiis  :   non  fi  jungantur  Utheri 
Progeniem  comitata  Cohors,  quos  fabula  narrat 
Antiqua,  Armoricique  Equites,  Equitefque  Britanni. 
Adde  &  Chrifticolas,  lunatifve  agmina  fignis, 
Quotquot  in  Alba?io^  vel  in  Afftro  Monte  feroces 
Commifere  haftas ;   quot  miftt  in  arma  Trapezus 
Lseta  Virum  ;    quot  Gens  Maurujia,  quotque  Damafcus, 
Quofque  Utica  immani  victrix  certamine  Magnum 
EfTudit  Carolum  contra  Procerefque  frequentes. 

Hos  vicere  adeo,  &  quae  vis  mortalibus  ufquam  eft, 
Coeleftes  Animse ;   at  tacita  formidine  fandlum 
Induperatorem  obfervant :   Ille  arduus  omnes 
Sublimi  geftu  exfuperans  ftat  mole  fuperba, 
Celfa  velut  Turris :   nondum  deceflerat  omnis 
Oris  honos ;   forma?  manet  ufque  prioris  Imago 
Nubila,  &  ingentes  coelefti  in  fronte  ruinae. 
Ceu  Sol  Eoo  nebulofum  luftrat  ab  axe 


In  Fable  or  Romance  of  Utber^s  Son, 
Begirt  with  Britijb  and  Armoric  Knights ; 
And  all  who  fince,  Baptiz'd  or  Infidel, 
Joufted  in  AJframont,  or  Montalban, 
Damafco,  or  Morocco,  or  frebifond; 
Or  whom  Biferta  fent  from  Afric  Shore, 
When  Cbarlemain  with  all  his  Peerage  fell 
By  Fontarabbia.    Thus  far  thefe  beyond 
Compare  of  mortal  prowefs,  yet  obferv'd 


Their  dread  Commander :  He,  above  the  reft 

In  fhape  and  gefture  proudly  eminent, 

Stood  like  a  Tow'r  :  his  Form  had  yet  not  loft 

All  her  Original  brightnefs,  nor  appear'd 

Lefs  than  Arch-Angel  ruin'd,  and  th'  excefs 

Of  Glory  obfcur'd :  as  when  the  Sun  new-ris'n 

Looks  thro'  the  Horizontal  mifty  Air 

Shorn  of  his  Beams ;  or  from  behind  the  Moon, 

In  dim  Eclipfe,  difaftrous  Twilight  fheds 
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Aera,  praecifus  radios ;   vel  conditus  idem 

Poft  Lunae  faciem,  trepidoque  crepufcula  mundo 

Dira  ferens,  hoftes  8c  bella  futura  tyrannis 

Nuntiat :   ante  alios  pariter  fpectabilis  omnes, 

Sed  laefo  fulgore  minor,  fefe  extulit  ingens 

Dux  Superum :   vultus  horrendo  fulminis  igne 

Sulcatos  late  perararat  multa  Cicatrix ; 

Cura  genis  fedit  marcentibus :    at  juga  frontis 

Ufque  ferox  tenuit  Virtus,  faftuque  fevero 

Vindidtam  meditata  Superbia.     Tum  face  faeva. 

Lumina  torva  rotans  volvit,  fed  &  ipfa  fubinde 

SufFufas  aegri  nebulas  teftata  doloris, 

Ut  Socios  fcelerum,  quidvis  fe  hortante  magiftro 

Aggreffos,  longa  multatos  clade  tuetur ; 

Ut  recolit,  coeli  jubar  immortale  bibentes 

Tot  quondam  Heroas  penitus  cecidhTe  beatis 

Ipftus  ob  noxam  foliis :    miferefcitur  ultro 

Conftantes  animos,  poftquam  defloruit  omnis 


On  half  the  Nations,  and  wkh  fear  of  Change 
Perplexes  Monarchs :   Darken'd  fo,  yet  ftione 
Above  them  all  th' Arch-Angel.     But  his  Face 
Deep  fcars  of  Thunder  had  intrench'd,  and  Care 
Sat  on  his  faded  check,  but  under  Brows 
Of  dauntlefs  Courage,  and  confid'rate  Pride 
Waiting  revenge.    Cruel  his  eye,  but  caft 
Signs  of  remorfe  and  paffion,  to  behold 
The  fellows  of  his  crime,  the  followers  rather, 


(Far  other  once  beheld  in  blifs ! )  condemn'd 
For  ever  now  to  have  their  lot  in  pain ; 
Millions  of  Spirits,  for  his  fault  amerc'd 
Of  Heav'n,  and  from  Eternal  Splendors  flung 
For  his  revolt;  yet  faithful  how  they  flood, 
Their  Glory  wither'd  :  as  when  Heaven's  Fire 
Hath  fcath'd  the  Foreft  Oaks,  or  Mountain  Pines, 
With  finged  top  their  ftately  growth,  tho'  bare, 
Stands  on  the  blafted  Heath.    He  now  prepar'd 
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Gloria:    ccu  quondam  ncmorum  quae  maxima  frondct 
iEfculus,  aut  montana  Abics,  vi  fulminis  icla 
Mcmbra  lcvat  fpoliata  comis ;    ambufta  per  arva 
Effcrt  fe  nudi  Majeftas  ardua  Trunci. 
Rcge  locuturo  cupidae  coeuntibus  alis 
Accurrunt  duplicatae  Acies,  clauduntque  corona 
Intentos  Proceres :    Ter  fari  orditur ;    obortae 
Ter  lacrimae,  quales  coeleftia  lumina  fundunt, 
Prorumpunt,  faftu  multum  obludtante  feroci ; 
Tandem  inter  gemitum  Verbis  via  facta  frequentem : 

O  fortes  Animarum  Acies,  virtute  potentes 
Et  numeris,  quibus  Omnipotens  certaverit  unus ! 
Nec  fine  honore  fuit  certaminis  exitus  hujus, 
Sit  licet  infelix :   fedes  quod  acerba  vicefque 

Infandae  hae  narrant. Sed  quae  vis  praefcia,  rerum 

Eventus  fervans  varios,  monuifle  valebat 

Tot  celfas  bellantum  Animas,  tot  fortia  Divum 

Pectora  vidlrici  quondam  ceflura  lacerto  ? 

Poft  ipfas  quis  enim  clades  tanta  Agmina,  quorum 

To  fpeak  ;   whereat  their  doubled  Ranks  they  bend  Matchlefs,  but  with  th'  Almighty  !  and  that  ftrife 

From  wing  to  wing,  and  half  inclofe  him  round  Was  not  inglorious,  tho'  th'  event  was  dire, 

With  all  his  Peers :  Attention  held  them  mute.  As  this  phce  teftiiies,  and  this  dire  change, 

Thrice  he  affay'd,  and  thrice  in  fpight  of  Scorn,  Hateful  to  utter :  but  what  pow'r  of  mind, 

Tears,  fuch  as  Angels  weep,  burft  forth ;  at  laft  Forefeeing,  or  prefaging,  from  the  Depth 

Words  interwove  with  fighs  found  out  their  way.  Of  knowledge  paft  or  prefent,  could  have  fear'd, 

O  Myriads  of  immortal  Spirits !   O  Pow'rs  How  fuch  united  force  of  Gods,  how  fuch 
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Exilio  vafti  jam  nuda  &  inania  coeli 

Templa  vacant,  quis  adhuc  dubitat  vi  tendere  ad  aftra 

Pofle  fua  patriafque  iterum  confcendere  fedes  ? 

Vos  coeli  colle&a  Manus,  Vos  teftor,  an  ullis 

Confiliis  privatim  habitis,  cun&anfve  timenfve, 

Defuerim  rebus  veftris.     Verum  Ille,  tyrannum 

Sefe  unum  in  ccelo  jaclans,  huc  ufque  refedit 

Securus  folio,  fama,  vel  temporis  ufu, 

Vel  Superum  afTenfu  innixusj   clariilimus  Aulas 

Effulfit  Splendor,  Vires  latuere  repoftae : 

Hinc  aufl  nos  bellum  ingens,  aufoque  perimus ; 

Illius  hinc  demum  vires  noftraeque  patefcunt : 

Jam  neque  molimur  bellum,  nec  ad  arma  vocati 

Terga  damus :   quod  vis  nequiit,  fraus  gnara  patrabit ; 

Hoftis  &  ifte  fciet,  quos  vicerit  impete,  victos 

Dimidia  vix  parte.     Alios  fors  efferet  Orbes 

Circuitus  Spatii  immenfus,  quos  fama  ferebat 

Ipfum  animo  ftatuiffe  effingere ;   Sedibus  illis 

As  ftood  like  thefe,  could  ever  know  repulfe  ?  Confent,  or  cuftorn,  and  His  Regal  State 

For  who  can  yet  believe,  tho'  after  lofs,  Put  forth  at  fuU  ;  but  ftill  His  ftrength  conceal'd, 

That  all  thefe  puiflant  Legions,  whofe  exilc  Which  tempted  our  attempt,  and  wrought  our  fall. 

Hath  emptied  Heav'n,  fliall  fail  to  re-afcend  Henceforth  His  Might  we  know,   and  know  our 

Self  rais'd,  and  repoflefs  their  native  feat  ?  So  as  not  either  to  provoke,  or  dread  (Own; 

For  Me  be  witnefs  all  the  Hoft  of  Heav'n,  New  war,  provok'd.     Our  better  part  remains 

If  counfels  different,  or  danger  ftiun'd  To  work  in  clofe  defign,  by  fraud  or  guile, 
By  me,  have  loft  our  hopes.    But  He  who  reigns      What  force  effefted  not :  that  He  no  lefs 

Monarch  in  Heav'n,  'till  then  as  one  fecure  At  length  from  us  may  find,  Who  overcomes 

Sat  on  His  Throne,  upheld  by  old  repute,  By  force,  hath  overcome  but  half  his  foe. 

Gentem 
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Gentcm  habitatnram,  magni  quam  Cura  Parcntis 
Blanda  fovens  miro  fuperis  aequaret  amore. 
Fors  ibi  tendemus  fpeculatum,  aliove  locorum ; 
Non  hic  certa  domus ;   nec  longum  carcere  opaco 
Cceleftes  cogent  Animas  immania  Clauftra 
Gurgitis  inferni.     Verum  haec  decernere  feris 
Praeftat  conciliis.     Pacem  haud  fperare  licebit ; 
Nam  quis  pofcat  iners  veniam  genubus  minor  ?    Ergo 
Bella  palam,  vel  clam  potius,  fed  bella  gerenda. 

Dixerat ;   &  vocem  gladiorum  multa  micantum 
Millia  fancibant,  altis  vibrata  Cherubum 
Magnanimum  valide  dextris :   Cava  Tartara  circum 
Ardefcunt  immane  ;   Deum  contra  Omnipotentem 
Omnibus  una  furit  rabies ;   clypeifque  feroces 
Conftrittis,  refonis  quaflant  clangoribus  arma, 
Infandifque  minis  coeli  convexa  laceftunt. 

Mons  juxta  fublimis  erat ;    fqualentia  diras 

Space  may  produce  ncvv  Worlds ;  whereof  fo  rife  For  who  can  think  Submiflion  ?    War  then,  War, 

There  went  a  fame  in  Heav'n,  that  He  ere-long  Open  or  underftood,  muft  be  refolv'd. 

Intended  to  create  ;  and  therein  plant  He  fpake  :  and  to  confirm  his  words  out-flew 

A  generation,  whom  His  choice  regard  Millions  of  flamingSwords,  dravvn  from  theThighs 

Should  favour  equal  to  the  Sons  of  Heav'n  :  Of  mighty  Cherubim  :  the  fudden  blaze 

Thither,  if  but  to  pry,  fhall  be  perhaps  Far  round  illuminM  Hell ;  highly  they  rag'd 

Our  firft  Eruption ;  thithcr  or  elfevvhere :  Againft  the  Fligheft,  and  fierce  with  grafped  Arms 

For  this  Infc-rnal  Pit  Ihall  never  hold  Clafh'd  on  their  founding  Shields  the  din  of  war, 

Celeftial  Spirits  in  Bondage,  nor  th'  Abyfs  Hurling  dcfiance  toward  the  Vault  of  Heav'n. 

Long  under  darknefs  cover.   —  But  thefe  thoughts  There  ftood  a  Hill  not  far,  whofe  grifly  Top 

Full  Counfel  muft  mature  ;  Peace  is  defpair'd,  Belch'd  fire  and  rolling  fmoke ;  the  reft  entire. 

Culmina 


38  LIBERPRIMUS. 

Culmina  ru&abant  flammas,  fumofque  coactos ; 
Undique  crufta  nitens  obduxit  cetera,  fignis 
Haud  dubiis  prodens  utero  latitare  metallum 
Sulphure  concretum  :    hac  fefe  rapuere  Caterv» 
Prascipites,  FofTorum  inftar  qui  regia  caftra 
Antevolant,  fiquando  altis  circumdare  campum 
Aggeribus  vallis-ve  parant.     Hasc  Agmina  Mammon 
Duxit  agens,  Mamtnon  demiflior  omnibus  unus, 
Qui  coelo  exciderant ;   coeli  namque  ipfius  oris 
Dejectaeque  acies  mifero  fenfufque  jacebant 
Deprefli :    fic  ufque  foli  ftellantis  honori 
Calcatifque  auri  radiis  attentus  inhasfit ; 
Olli  nec  minima  potuit  dulcedine  pectus 
Tangere,  quas  Divos  permulcet  fumma  Voluptas, 
Ipftus  ora  Dei  fanctofque  accedere  vultus. 
Ille  Hominum  generi  matris  quoque  vifcera  terra 
Rimari  primus  fuafit,  manibufque  nefandis 
Eruere  occultas  gazas,  meliufque  latentes. 

Shone  with  a  glofly  fcurf ;   (undoubted  fign  Were  always  downward  bent ;  admiring  more 

That  in  his  womb  was  hid  metallic  Ore,  The  riches  of  Heav'n's  pavement,  trodden  Gold, 
The  work  of  Sulphur)  Thither  wing'd  with  fpeed       Than  ought  divine  or  holy  elle,  enjoy'd 

A  numerous  brigad  hailen'd :  as  when  Bands  In  Vifion  Beatifie :  by  him  firll 

Of  Pioneers,  with  Spade  and  Pickax  arm'd,  Men  a]fo,  and  by  his  fuggcilicn  taught, 

Forerun  the  Royal  Camp,  to  trench  a  Field,  Ranfack'd  the  Centre,  and  with  impious  hands 

Or  cail  a  Rampart.    Mammon  led  them  on,  Rifled  the  Bowels  of  their  mother  Earth, 

Mammon,  the  Ieaft  erefted  Spirit  that  fell  For  Treafures  better  hid.     Soon  had  his  cre\v 

From  Heav'n  j    for  ev'n  in  Heav'n  his  looks  and     Open'd  into  the  Hill  a  fpacious  wound, 

thoughts  And  digg'd  out  ribs  of  Gold.    (Let  none  admire 

Nec 


LIBER     PRIMUS. 


39 


Jamquc  cavum  ingcnti  difciffum  vulnere  montem 

Turba  frequcns  rupcre  &  fulvi  pondera  multa 

Effodere  auri.     Nequis  miretur  opaca 

Tartara  divitias  producere:    convenit  ifti 

Pemicies  pretiofa  Solo.     Mortalia  jactent 

Gens  Hominum ;    Regum  Phariorum  atque  alta  Babeli 

Moenia  commemorent :    norint  tamen,  unius  horae 

Momento  facile  infernas  fuperare  Catervas 

Summorum  Monumenta  Virum,  vi  maxima.  &  arte, 

Perpetuo  fudore  inftans  quae  mille  Fabrorum 

Vix  tandem  immenfo  longus  labor  erigit  asvo. 

Nec  procul,  in  cellis  variis  hinc  inde  paratis 

Per  campum,  liquidas  rivo  quibus  ubere  flammae 

Succeffere  lacu  undantes,  Pars  altera  maffam 

Nativam  fundit,  divififque  ordine  venis 

Secemit  nitidum  fpuma  fervente  metallum. 

Matricem  interea  vaftam  fub  vifcera  terras 

Aptarant  Alii  Artificum,  tumidifque  metalio 


That  RSc^es  grovv  in  Hell  j  that  foil  may  beft 
Deferve  tli.-  precious  bane.)    And  here  let  thofe 
Who  boaft  in  mortal  things,  and  wond'ring  tell 
Of  Babel,  and  the  works  of  Memphian  Kings, 
Learn  how  their  greateft  Monuments  of  Fame, 
And  Strength,  and  Art,  are  eafily  out-done 
By  Spirits  reprobate  ;  and  in  an  hour, 
What  in  an  age  they  with  inceffant  toil, 
And  hands  innumerable,  fcarce  perform. 


Nigh  on  the  Plain  in  many  cells  prepar'd, 
That  underneath  had  veins  of  liquid  fire 
Sluc'd  from  the  Lake  :   a  Second  multitude 
With  wond'rous  Art  founded  the  maffy  Ore  ; 
Severing  each  kind,  and  fcum'd  the  Bullion  drofs : 
A  Third  as  foon  had  form'd  within  the  ground 
A  various  Mold ;  and  from  the  boiHng  cells 
By  ftrange  conveyance  fill'd  each  hollow  nook : 
As  in  an  Organ,  from  one  blaft  of  Wind, 


Effufo 
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Effufo  e  cellis,  intus  fpatium  omne  recellulque 
Innumeros  ductu  limul  implevere  ftupendo. 
Sic  ubi  compolitos  diverlis  Organa  membris 
Dant  numeros,  folle  ex  uno  diffufa  per  omnem 
Aura  ruit  molem,  &  magno  fe  corpore  mifcet. 
Tum  terra  exfurgens  immenfe  Fabrica  molis 
Ardua,  ceu  vapor,  emerfit;    dulciflimus  una 
Et  citharas  fonus  &  variarum  carmina  vocum. 
Inftar  erat  templi,  qua  ftant  genus  omne  Columnze 
Auro  fuppoftas :    variis  infculpta  figuris 
Fafcia  lata  micat ;   Summum  decora  alta  coronant, 
Coelatumque  ardet  celfis  laquearibus  Aurum. 
Talia  non  Babylon  quondam,  non  talia  Memphis 
Jacr.abat,  totos  quanquam  oftentaret  honores 
Utraque,  feu  folio  reges  inferre  pararent, 
Sive  Deos  templis,  cum  luxu  opibufque  fuperbis 
Certaret  Pharos  AJfyrice.     Celfiflima  Turris 
Ing;enti  attollens  fe  vertice  mole  fua  ftat. 

To  many  a  row  of  Pipes  the  found  board  breaths.  Nor  great  Alcairo,  fuch  magnificence 

Anon  out  of  the  Earth  a  Fabric  huge  EqualM  in  all  their  glories,  to  infhrine 

Rofe  like  an  Exhalation,  ivith  the  found  Belus,  or  Sempis,  their  Gods ;  or  feat 

Of  dulcet  Symphonies,  and  voices  fweet ;  Thtir  Kiags,  when  JEgspt  with  stjjyrid  ftrove 

Built  like  a  Temple,  where  pilafters  round  In  wealth  and  luxury.     Th'  afcending  pile 

Were  fet,  and  Doric  Pillars  overlaid  Stood  hVd  her  ftately  height :  and  ftrait  the  doors 

With  golden  Architrave  :  nor  did  there  want  Op'ning  their  brazen  folds  difcover  wide 

Cornice,  or  Freeze,  with  boffy  Sculptures  grav'n  ;  Within  her  ample  fpaces,  o'er  the  fmooth 

The  Roof  was  fretted  Gold.     Not  Bakylon,  And  level  pavement:  from  the  arched  roof, 
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Panduntur  valvaj  aeratae ;   fpatia  ampla  patcfcunt ; 
Splendet  laeve  folum ;   curvoque  a  fornicis  arcu 
Pendentes  lychni  &  ftellantum  plurimus  ordo 
Flammarum,  quas  Naphtha  aluit,  quas  pingue  Bitumen, 
jEtheris  in  morem  radiabant.     Ocius  intrat 
Turba  frequens,  luftratque  ftupenti  lumine :    laudant 
Pars  opus,  artificemque  alii.     Magnam  Illius  artem 
Multa  olim  turrita  aedes  claraverat  oris 
iEthereis,  Divis  celebrata  potentibus,  alta 
Torquebant  qui  fceptra  manu,  quibus  omnipotens  Rex 
Ante  alios  fulgere  fuo  quemque  ordine  fanctis 
Imperiis  dedit,  8c  rutilis  dare  jura  catervis. 
Illum  etiam  vetus  haud  nefcivit  Grczciay  honores 
Nec  renuit  facros.     Quin  di&us  Mulciber  idem 
Aufoniis :   lapfum  perhibebant  aethere  fummo 
Projectumque  fuper  chryftallina  mcenia  mundi 
Irati  Jovis  ab  dextra,  de  mane  recenti 
Ad  medium  ufque  diem  rapido  cecidifle  rotatu, 


Pendent  by  fubtle  Magic,  many  a  row 
Of  ftarry  lamps,  and  blazing  creffets,  fed 
With  Naphtha  and  Afphakus,  yielded  light 
As  from  a  Sky.     The  hafty  multitude 
Admiring  enter'd,  and  the  work  fome  praife, 
And  fome  the  Architeft  :  his  hand  was  known 
In  Heav'n  by  many  a  towred  ftrufture  high, 
Where  Sceptred  Angels  held  their  refidence, 
And  fat  as  Princes ;  whom  the  fupreme  King 


Exalted  to  fuch  pow'r,  and  gave  to  rule, 
Each  in  his  Hierarchy,  the  Orders  bright : 
Nor  was  his  name  unheard  or  unador'd 
In  ancient  Greece ;  and  in  Aufonian  Land 
Men  calTd  him  Mukiber ;  and  how  he  fell 
From  Heav'n  they  fabled,  thrown  by  angry  Jove 
Sheer  o'er  the  cryftal  Battlements ;  from  Morn 
To  Noon  he  fell,  from  Noon  to  dewy  Eve, 
A  Summer's  day ;  and  with  the  fetting  Sun 


Decue 
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Deque  die  medio  rorantes  noctis  ad  umbras 
-/Eftivi  folis  Ipatium ;   dum  vefpere  primo 
Stella  velut  praeceps  fummo  de  culmine  coeli 
Labitur,  &  Lemni  JEgeum  defcendit  in  agrum. 
Haec  memorant  vani :   aft  Ipfum  dejecerat  olim, 
Ipfum  cum  fociis  Faftus :   nec  profuit  aedes 
Fundafle  in  coelo  ;   nec  machina  fulciit  ulla 
Labentem ;   ftmul  artifici  cedente  caterva 
Exul  abit,  turres  Erebi  pofiturus  in  umbris. 

Aligeri  interea  Praecones,  juffa  fecuti 
Principis,  in  mediis  promulgavere  catervis 
Concilium  Pa^idcemonio^  quae  regia  magni 
Et  Satanae  &  Procerum.     Huc  meritis  vel  forte  priores 
Omnibus  ex  turmis,  comitati  millibus,  omnes 
ProcefTere  Duces ;    late  loca,  limina,  portas 
Complerant.     Aula  imprimis  Ipatiofa  (frequentes 
Eoiim  referens  campos,  qua  fortibus  armis 
Sele  oftentantes  ante  ipfius  ora  tyranni 

Drop'd  from  the  Zenith  like  a  falling  Star,  A  folemn  Council  forthwith  to  be  held 

On  Lemmos  th'  jEgean  ifle  :  thas  they  relate,  At  Panditmonium,  the  high  Capital 

Erring ;  for  he  with  his  rebellious  rout  Of  Satan  and  his  Peers :  their  fummons  calTd 

Fell  long  before ;  nor  ought  avaiTd  him  now  From  every  Band  and  fquared  Regiment, 

T'  have  built  in  Heav'n  iiigh  Tow'rs;   nor  did  he  By  place  or  choice  the  worthieft  :  they  anon 

By  all  his  Engins,  but  was  headlong  fent       [fcape  With  hundreds,  and  with  thoufands,  trooping  came 

With  his  induftrious  crew  to  build  in  Hell.  Attended  :  all  accefs  was  throng'd,  the  gates 

Mean  while  the  winged  Heralds,  by  command  And  porches  wide ;  but  chief  the  fpacious  Hall 

Of  Sov'reign  pow'r,  with  awful  Ceremony  (Though  like  a  coy^d  Field,  where  Champions 
And  Trumpet's  found,  throughout  the  Hoft  proclaira  bold 

Certa- 
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Ccrtabant  curfuque  Equitcs  haftifquc  corufcis) 
Aula  folo  paritcr  perque  aera  conglomeratis 
Fervcbat  numcris :   multus  quaffantibus  alis 
Sibilus  increpitat  refonans.      Ut  vere  recenti 
Stridulae  Apes,  cum  jam  Taurum  Sol  aureus  implet, 
Agminibus  denfis  numerofam  alvearia  propter 
Effundunt  pubem  ;   florefque  &  rofcida  prata 
Lzeta  cohors  volitat  circum,  aut  capit  hofpita  laevi 
Planitie  tabula  errantes  (pomoeria  turris 
Straminece)  redolens  herbis  fragrantibus :   illae 
Difcurrunt  caftris  &  regni  munera  curant. 
Haud  fecus  aeriae  fimul  accurrere  Cohortes 
Anguftis  arctae  fpatiis :   Sed  claflica  fignum 
Ut  canerent,  Qui  terrigenas  mod6  vincere  vafta 
Mole  viderentur,  minimas  (mirabile  vifu !) 
Colle&i  fubito  in  formas  brevioraque  membra 
Fluxere  innumeri:   quales  in  faltibus  Indis 
Ludentes  Nani,  Lemurum-ve  levifTima  turba, 

Wont  ride  in  arm'd,  and  at  the  Soldan's  Chair  New  rub'd  with  Baum,  expatiate,  and  confer 

Defi'd  the  beft  of  Panim  Chivalry  Their  State  afFairs :  fo  thick  the  aery  croud 

To  mortal  combat,  or  carrieie  with  lance)  Swarm'd,  and  were  ftreighten'd,  till  the  Signal  giv'n» 

Thick  fwarm'd,  both  on  the  ground,  and  in  the  air,  Behold  a  wonder  !  they  but  now  who  feem'd 

Brufh'd  with  the  hifs  of  rufling  Wings.    As  Bees  In  bignefs  to  furpafs  Earth's  Giant  Sons, 

In  fpring  time,  when  the  Sun  in  Taurus  rides,  Now  lefs  than  fmalleft  Dwarfs  in  narrow  room 

Pour  forth  their  populous  youth  about  the  hive  Throng  numberlefs,  like  that  Pygmean  Race 

In  clufters ;  they  among  frefh  dews  and  flow'rs,  Beyond  the  Indtan  Mount ;  or  Fairy  Elves, 

Fly  to  and  fro,  or  on  the  fmoothed  plank,  Whofe  midnight  revels,  by  a  foreft  fide, 

(The  Suburb  of  their  ftraw-built  Cittadel.)  Or  fountain,  fome  belated  Peafant  fees, 
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Quos  Paftor  filvas  propter,  vel  fontis  ad  oram, 
Aut  videt  aut  vidifle  putat  faltare  per  umbras 
Nodle  fuper  media,  dum  confpicit  arbitra  Luna 
Pallentem  infle&ens  terris  vicinior  axem ; 
Aft  olli  argutas  turba  exercente  choreas 
Cor  micat,  exultat  dulci  formidine  pedtus. 
Haud  aliter  formas  tenui  fub  imagine  claufae 
Contraxere  Animae  immenfas;  &  libera  tandem 
Per  Ipatia  innumerae  circum  atria  vafta  vagantur. 
At  procul  interiore  domo  tacitoque  receflii 
Semidei  fe  mole  fua  explicuere,  Cherubum 
Millia,  celforumque  Seraphutn,  in  fedibus  aureis, 
Concilium  fublime,  frequens :   flluere  parumper ; 
Tum  Caufae  patuere  altique  Exorfa  Senatus. 

Or  dreams  he  fees ;  while  over-head  the  Moon  Though  without  number  ftill,  amidft  the  Hall 

Sits  Arbitrefs,  and  nearer  to  the  Earth  Of  that  infernal  Court.     But  far  within, 

Wheels  her  pale  courfe ;  they  on  their  mirth  and  And  in  their  own  dimenfions  like  themfelves, 

dance  The  great  Seiaphic  Lords  and  Cherubim 

Intent  with  jocund  mufic  charm  his  ear :  In  clofe  recefs  and  fecret  conclave  fat, 

At  once  with  joy,  and  fear,  his  heart  rebounds.  A  thoufand  Demi-Gods  on  golden  feats, 

Thus  incorporeal  Spirits  to  fmalleft  forms  Frequent  and  full ;  After  lhort  filence  then, 

Reduc'd  their  Shapes  immenfe ;  and  were  at  large,  And  fmnmons  read,  the  great  Confult  began. 


PARA- 
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AT  celfi  de  fede  throni,  quae  fplendida  luxu 
Regifico  Indorum  gazas  fuperaret  &  Ormi, 
Vel  quicquid  gemmarum  auri-ve  remotior  Eos 
Barbarici  effundit,  magnis  decora  alta  tyrannis, 
Eminuit  Satanas,  defpexitque  arduus  omnes, 
Infandum  virtute  immani  naclus  honorem. 
Cui  modo  Spes  periit,  fe  nunc  fpe  celiius  ipsa 
Evectum  cernit,  votifque  ingentibus  ardens 
Tendit  adhuc  ultra  &  coelo  nova  bella  minatur 
Demens !   quem  nondum  pugnae  fortuna  prioris 
Erudiit :    tumidique  aperit  fic  pecloris  Orfa  : 

Sceptra  Poteftatefque,  excelfi  Numina  cceli; 
Nam  quoniam  asthereum,  cecidit  fi  forte,  vigorem 

PARADISE    LOST. 

B    O    O    K        II. 


HI G  H  on  a  Throne  of  Royal  State,  which  far  Thus  high  uplifted  beyond  hope,  afpires 

Outfhone  the  wealth  of  Ormus,  and  of  Ind;  Beyond  thus  high,  infatiate  to  purfue 

Or  where  the  gorgeous  Eaft  with  richefl  hand  Vain  War  with  Heaven ;  and  by  fuccefs  untaught 

Show'rs  on  her  Kings  Barbaric  pearl,  and  gold,  His  proud  imaginations  thus  difplay'd : 
SMan  exalted  fat,  by  merit  rais'd  Pow'rs  and  Dominions,  Deities  of  Heav'n ! 

To  that  bad  eminence :  and  from  defpair  For  fince  no  Deep  within  her  guiph  can  hold 

NulH 
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Nulli  fas  barathro  clauftris  compefcere,  coeli 
Haud  reor  amhTas  fedes.     Pulcherrima  Virtus 
Ccelicolum  fpe&ata  magis  majorque  videri 
Surgit  ab  excidio,  fato  adverfante  renitens, 
Ipfa  fuis  opibus  cladis  fecura  fecundae. 
Me  quanquam  jus  aequum  aeternaque  foedera  coeli, 
Deinde  etiam  veftriim  fuffragia,  quicquid  8c  altis 
Confiliis  meruive  manu,  coeleftibus  armis 
Duclorem  pofuere :    At  dirae  damna  ruinae 
Hac  reparata  tenus  jam  certius  integra  firmant 
Sceptra  fine  invidia,  facili  ftabilita  meorum 
Confenfu.     Hoc  fceptrum  &  felicior  addita  fceptro 
Sors  olim  poterat  ftimulis  vexare  minores, 
Dum  fortuna  fuit:  fed  enim  quis  lumine  iniquo 
Spectet  eum,  folus  capiens  qui  tela  Tonantis 
Omnia  defendit  vobis,  qui  mole  laborum 
Infigni  fine  fine  gemit?     Qua  prasmia  belli 
Cun&a  abfunt,  aberunt  lites ;    nam  merfus  Averno 

Immortal  vigour,  though  opprefs'd  and  faU'n,  Eftablifh'd  in  a  fafe  unenvied  Throne, 

I  give  not  Heav'n  for  loft :  from  this  defcent  Yielded  with  full  confent.    The  happier  ftjte 

Celeftial  virtucs  rifing  will  appear  In  Heav'n,  which  follows  dignity,  might  draw 

More  glorious  and  more  dread  than  from  no  fall,  Envy  from  each  inferior :  but  who  here 

And  truft  themfelves  to  fear  no  fecond  fate.)  Will  envy  whom  the  higheft  place  expofes 

Me  though  juft  right,  and  the  fix'd  laws  of  Heav'n  Foremoft  to  ftand  againft  the  Thund'rer's  aim, 

Did  firft  create  your  Leader ;  next,  free  choice  ;  Your  bulwark  ;  and  condemns  to  gieateft  fhare 

With  what  befides,  in  council  or  in  fight,  Of  endlefs  pain  ?    Where  there  is  then  no  good 

Hath  been  atchiev'd  of  merit :  yet  this  lofs,  For  which  to  ftrive,  no  ftrife  can  grow  up  there 

Thus  far  at  leaft  recover'd,  hath  much  more  From  Fattion :  for  none  fure  will  claim  in  Hell 

Quis 
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Quis  cupiat  primas  ?  cui  pars  tantilla  doloris, 
Majorcm  ut  fitiat  demens  &  poftulet  ultro  ? 
His  igitur  cum  tanta  ligat  concordia  nodis, 
Tanta  fides,  quantam  haud  fuperis  fas  jungere  in  oris, 
Jus  patrium  reduces  &  noftra  repofcimus  aftra. 
Quin  cautos  adverfa  facit,  quos  laeta  fefellit 
Securos  fortuna.     At  qua?  via  praftat,  aperta 
Bellane  moliri,  an  tacitas  clam  ne&ere  fraudes, 
Confulite  in  medium  &  rebus  fuccurrite  lapfis. 

Finierat  Satanas.     Confurgit  deinde  Molochus 
Sceptripotens  Princeps :    coelo  non  fortior  alter 
Non  armis  congreflus  atrocior :    acer  adempta 
Spe  demum  ingeminans  furor  imo  in  pe&ore  glifcit. 
Majorem  agnofcat  ?   fit  ab  Omnipotente  fecundus  ? 
Maluit  in  nihilum  folvi :    Cura  omnis  &  omnes 
Inde  metus  abiere  \    D  e  u  Mque  &  Tartara  temnens, 
Et  fiquod  gravius,  fic  verbis  ora  refolvit: 

Bella  mihi  manifefta  placent ;   nec  fraudibus  ullis 


Precedence  ;  none,  whofe  portion  is  fo  fmall 
Of  prefent  pain,  that  with  ambitious  mind 
Will  covet  more  !     VVith  this  advantage  then 
To  union,  and  firm  faith,  and  firm  accord, 
More  than  can  bc  in  Heav'n,  we  now  return 
To  claim  our  juft  mheikance  of  old, 
Surer  to  profper  than  profperity 
Could  have  aflur'd  us :  and  by  what  beft  way, 
Whether  of  open  War,  or  covert  guile, 
We  now  debate  :  who  can  adviie  may  fpeak. 


He  ceas'd ;  and  next  him  Moloe,  fceptred  King, 
Stood  up,  the  ftrongeft  and  the  fierceft  Spirit 
That  fought  in  Heav'n,  now  fiercer  by  defpair : 
His  truft  was  with  th'  Eternal  to  be  deem'd 
Equal  in  ftrength ;  and  rather  than  be  lefs, 
Car'd  not  to  be  at  all ;  with  that  care  loft 
Went  all  his  fear  :  of  G  o  d,  or  Heli,  or  worfe, 
He  reck'd  not ;  and  thefe  words  hereafter  fpake : 

My  fentence  is  for  open  War :  of  Wiles, 
More  inexpert,  I  boaft  not :  tfiem  let  thofe 

Me 
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Me  jacto ;   mando  has  aliis,  qui  talis  egentes 
Auxilii  fuerint  &  quando  popofcerit  hora, 
Tentandas.     Studia  haec  timidi  dum  vana  fovebunt, 
Totne  alii  quos  arma  juvant,  qui  figna  repofcunt 
Arredti,  coelo  profugi  fic  turpibus  antris 
Claudentur,  diras  Domino  mandante  catenas, 
Cui  noftra  immeritum  permittit  Inertia  fceptrum  ? 
Non  ita :   fed  flammis  Erebi  farialibus  aucti 
Turritas  coeli  fimul  irrumpamus  in  arces, 
Siqua  viam  vis  inveniat ;   pro  fortibus  armis 
Vindictam  poenafque  ipfas  vertamus  in  Hoftem : 
Continuo  armorum  clangoribus  omnipotentum 
Rauco  refpondere  inferna  tonitrua  cantu 
Audiet ;   horrificas  contra  fua  fulgura  flammas 
Telaque  czeligenae  cernet  metuenda  juvenfce, 
Tela  fuis  sequanda,  nec  impare  ja£ta  lacerto. 
Quin  &  Tartarei  commiftum  fulphuris  igni 
Sentiet  attonitus  folium  fublime,  fuifque 

Contrive  who  need ;  or  when  they  need,  not  now:  0'er  HeavVs  high  Tou'rs  to  force  refiftlefs  way, 

For  while  they  fit  contriving,  ftiall  the  refl:,  Turning  our  Tortures  into  hmiid  arms 

Millions  that  ftand  in  arms,  and  longing  wait  Againft  the  Torturer  :  when  to  meet  the  noife 

The  fignal  to  afcend,  fit  ling'rmg  here  Of  His  Almighty  Engin  He  ftiall  hear 

HeavVs  fugitives,  and  for  their  dwelling-place  Infernal  Thundcr;  and  tor  Lightning  fee 

Accept  this  dark.  opprobrious  Den  of  fhame,  Elack  fire  and  horror  ftiot  witfi  equal  rage 

The  Prifon  of  His  Tyranny,  who  reigns  Among  His  Angels :  and  His  Throne  itfelf 

By  our  delay  ?    No  !    let  us  rather  chufe,  Mix'd  with  Tartarean  Sulphur,  and  ftrange  fire, 

Arm'd  with  Hell  fhmes  and  fury,  all  at  once  His  own  invented  Torments.  —  But  perhaps 

Turba- 
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Turbatum  inventis.     Quod  fi  quibus  ifta  videtur 

Difficilis  via,  nec  pennis  nitentibus  apta 

Confcendi,  turrim  dum  poflidet  altior  Hoftis ; 

Hi  recolant,  lentae  nifi  pigra  oblivia  Lethes 

Pe&ora  adhuc  hebetent,  alacri  nos  impete  fedes 

Ad  patrias  ultro  efferri :    Defcendere  nobis 

Et  cadere  adverfum  eft.     Quis  non  modo  fenftt,  ut  Hoftis 

A  tergo  infultans  rueret  fracta  agmina  faeva 

Calce  terens,  qua  vi  impulfi,  molimine  quanto 

Cefiimus  huc  ?     Ergo  facile  eft  afcendere  ;  at  anceps 

Exitus:   ille  novis  victor  fi  ferveat  iris, 

Vindicta  nos  forte  alia  &  majore  fequetur 

Excidio,  fiquod  fuperet  fub  Tartara  majus. 

Quid  vero  gravius,  faevis  quam  vincla  tenebris 

Dura  pati,  &  pulfos  coeli  felicibus  arvis 

Ducere  perpetuos  horrendo  in  gurgite  luclus : 

Qua  ftrident  flammae  aeternum,  indomitifque  rotantur 

Vorticibus  rapidae ;   fuga  nec  datur  ulla,  tyranni 

The  way  feems  difficult  and  fteep,  to  fcale  With  what  compulfion  and  laborious  flight 

With  upright  wing  againft  a  higher  foe.  —  We  funk  thus  low?    Th'  afcent  is  eafie  then; 

Let  fuch  bethink  them,  (if  the  fleepy  drench  Th1  event  is  fear'd  :  fhould  we  again  provoke 

Of  that  forgetful  Lake  benumb  not  ftill)  Our  ftronger,  fome  worfe  way  His  wrath  may  find 

That  in  our  proper  motion  we  afcend  To  our  deftruftion :  if  therc  be  in  Hell 

Up  to  our  native  feat:  defcent  and  fall  Fear  to  be  worfe  deftroyM.     What  can  be  worfe 

To  us  is  adverfe.    Who  but  felt  of  late,  •  Than  to  dwell  here,  driv'n  out  from  Blifs,  condemn'd 

When  the  fierce  Foe  hung  on  our  broken  Rere  In  this  abhorred  Deep  to  utter  woe ; 

Infulting,  and  purfu'd  us  thro'  thc  Deep,  Where  pain  of  inextinguiihable  fire 

G  Cum 
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Cum  triftis  jubet  hora,  &  inexorabile  flagrum 
Evocat  ad  pcenas  ?    Ultra  ft  perdere  vellet, 
Eripiat  vitam  penitus  perimatque  necefte  eft. 
Ergo  timemus  adhuc  Hoftem  irritare  ?     Furoris 
Utcunque  ardefcant  flamms,  vel  funditus  acri 
Interiment  aeftu,  noftrumque  hoc  omne  refolvent 
In  nihilum  (quod  maluerim  quam  triftia  faecla 
Protrahere  asterno  in  luctu,  vitaeque  recufem 
Tcedia)  vel  nobis  fl  fit  coeleftis  origo 
Nefciaque  extingui,  fl  leti  attingere  fines 
Non  datur,  extrema  attigimus.     Quin  otia  cceli 
Conturbare  ferena  (haec  noftrum  cognita  Virtus) 
Ipflus  &  folium  aetemum  quaflare  frequenti 
Fas  erit  aflultu.     Quid  fi  non  vincimus  ?   at  nec 
Poeniteat  vinci,  fl  vicri  ulcifcimur  Hoftem. 

Defierat  frontem  rugis  contractus,  &  ipfo 
Vindictam  vultu  fpirans  metuendaque  bella, 
Si  metus  in  Divos  caderet.     Contrarius  olli, 


Muft  exercife  us,  without  hope  of  end, 
The  Vaflals  ot  His  anger,  when  the  icourge 
Inexorable,  and  the  torturing  hour, 
Calls  us  to  Penance  ?    More  deftroy^d  than  thus, 
We  fhould  be  quite  abolifli'd,  and  expire. 
What  fear  vve  then  ?  what  doubt  \ve  to  incenfe 
His  utmoft  Ire?  which  to  the  height  enrag'd, 
Will  either  quite  confume  us,  and  reduce 
To  nothing  this  Efiential ;  happier  far, 
Than  miferable  to  hr»re  eternal  Being : 


Or  if  our  fubftance  be  indeed  divine, 
And  cannot  ceafe  to  be,  we  are  at  worfl 
On  this  fide  nothing :  and  by  proof  we  feel 
Our  pow'r  fufEcient  to  difturb  His  Heav'n, 
And  with  perpetual  inrodes  to  alarm, 
Though  inaccefEble,  His  fatal  Throne  : 
Which,  if  not  Viclory,  is  yet  Revenge. 

He  ended  frowning,  and  his  Jook  denounc'd 
Defperate  revenge,  and  Battle  dangerous 
To  let  than  Gods.    On  th'  other  fide  up  rofe 


Sed 
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Sed  grato  magis  orc  habituque  venuftius  apto 

Surrcxit  Belus,  qui  formofifiimus  unus 

Exciderat  ccdo.     Facies  praclara  minantis, 

Et  vultus  virtutis  erat :    tamen  heu  !   folidum  nil, 

Nil  lincerum  inerat.     Nam  quanquam  nectare  Lingua 

Stillaret,  turbare  potens  Confulta  Senatus, 

Et  fpecies  alias  veris  &  nomina  rebus 

Sciret  falfa  dare ;  at  Mens  illi  fordida,  in  omne 

Curva  malum,  at  femper  magnos  ignavus  ad  aufus 

Spiritus;    utcunque  arrectas  fermonibus  aures 

Blandus  demulcere,  loquelis  fuavibus  infit : 

Bella  mihi  pariter,  Proceres,  manifefta  placerent, 
(Quippe  eadem  me  vofque  tenent  odia  &  furor  idem) 
Ni  mihi  caufa,  alios  cingi  quae  juflerit  armis, 
Suadeat  his  diverfa,  &  terreat  omine  laevo. 
Ille  etenim,  belli  primos  qui  pofcit  honores, 
Coniilio  incertus  proprio  armorumque  faluti 
DifEdit;   fbla  hac  fretus  virtute,  quod  omnem 

Bdial,  in  adl  more  graceful  and  humane :  And  with  perfuaiive  accent  thus  began : 
A  fairer  perfon  loft  not  heaven  ;  he  feem'd  I  fhould  be  much  for  open  War,  O  Peers, 

For  dignity  compos'd,  and  high  exploit :  As  not  behind  in  hate,  if  what  was  urg'd 

But  all  was  falfe  and  hollow :  though  his  Tongue  Main  reafon  to  perfuade  immediate  War, 

Drop'd  Manna,  and  cou'd  make  the  worfe  appear  Did  not  diifuade  me  moft,  and  feem  to  caft 

The  better  Reafon,  to  perplex  and  dafh  Ominous  conjefture  on  the  whole  fuccefs ; 

Matureft  Counfels :  for  his  Thoughts  were  low ;  When  he  who  moft  excells  in  faft  of  Arms, 

To  Vice  induftrious,  but  to  nobler  deeds  In  what  he  counfels  and  in  what  excells, 

Timorous  and  flothful :  yet  he  pleas'd  the  Ear,  Miftruftful,  grounds  his  courage  on  defpair 

G  2  Spem 
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Spem  dudum  exuerit,  fatoque  extinguier  optet, 
Expletus  vindidla  animos  ultufque  dolores. 
Quae  vindi&a,  vel  unde  ?    Poli  ftant  turribus  altis 
Armatae  Vigilum  excubiae  &  circum  undique  celfos 
Defendunt  aditus.     Sed  &  oris  faepe  Profundi 
Caftra  locant  turmae,  cautaeve  nigrantibus  alis 
Explorant  nocTiis  feralia  regna,  dolofque 
Contemnunt.     Sin  vi  irrueremus,  &  omnia  late 
Tartara  conjicerent  piceas  jurata  tenebras 
iEtheream  in  lucem ;   celsa  tamen  arce  federet 
Omnipotens  decore  illaefo ;   puriiTima  cceli 
Temperies  fecura  nitens  incendia  foeda 
Sperneret  infernafque  faces :   hac  clade  repulfis 
Una  falus  miferis  nullam  fperare  falutem. 
Continuo  Omnipotens  Vi&or  dans  tota  furori 
Fraena  ferox  domitos  immani  extinxerit  ira : 
Non  EfTe  ulterius,  fuerint  folatia  tandem 
Unica ;   dura  nimis  folatia !     Nam  quis  iniquis 

And  utter  diflblution,  as  the  fcope  HeavVs  pureft  Light ;  yet  our  great  Enemy, 

Of  all  his  aim,  after  fome  dire  revenge.  [fill'd  All  incorruptible  would  on  His  Throne 

Firft,  what  revenge  ?    The  Tow'rs  of  Heav'n  are  Sit  unpolluted  ;  and  th'  Ethereal  mould 

With  armed  Watch,  that  render  all  accefs  Incapable  of  ftain,  would  foon  expel 

Impregnable  :  oft  on  the  bordering  Deep  Her  mifchief,  and  purge  off  the  bafer  fire, 

Encamp  their  Legions ;  or  with  obfcure  wing  Vittorious.     Thus  repuls'd,  our  final  hope 

Scout  far  and  wide  into  the  realm  of  night,  Is  flat  defpair ;  we  muft  exafperate 

Scorning  furprize.     Or  could  we  break  our  way  Th'  Almighty  Viftor  to  fpend  all  His  rage, 

By  force,  and  at  our  heels  all  Hell  fhould  rife  And  that  muft  end  us ;  that  muft  be  our  cure, 

With.  blackeft  Infurreftion,  to  confound  To  be  no  more.  —  Sad  cure!  for  who  would  lofe, 

Ufc- 
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Utcunquc  affliclam  poenis  projcccrit  ultro 

Hanc  animam,  hos  fenfus,  per  quos  in  faecula  longc 

Tcndimus  ?     Aut  ita  cuiquam  aurai  fimplicis  ignis 

Sordet,  ut  immoto  lethi  torpere  vcterno 

Malit  iners,  no&ifque  perire  abforptus  in  alvo? 

Sin  foret  optandum,  nobif-ne  indulferit  Hoftis  ? 

Incertum  poflit-ne  ;   at  certum  eft  nolle.     Furorem 

Scilicet  efFundet  totum  Prudentia  magni 

Numinis  ?     Aut  amens  delirat  forte,  vel  iras 

Non  capit  impatiens  ?     An  praecipitante,  quod  optent, 

Extinguat  dextra,  quos  deftinat  ipfe  perenni 

Supplicio  ? Et  quianam  tandem  cefTamus  inertes, 

Exclamant,  queis  bella  placent  ?     Nos  ferrea  dudum 
Lex  manet,  aeterno  damnat  fervatque  dolori : 
Atque  adeo,  quaecunque  olim  tentabimus  aufa, 
Quid  majus,  quaeve  afperior  fortuna  fuperfit? 
Haec  ergo,  haec  nobis  afperrima  poena,  fovere 
Has  fedes,  his  confiliis  armifque  potiri? 


Though  full  of  pain,  this  intellechial  Being  ; 
Thofe  thoughts,  that  wander  through  Eternity; 
To  perifh  rather,  fwallow'd  up  and  loft 
In  the  wide  womb  of  uncreated  night, 
Devoid  of  fenfe  and  motion?     And  who  knows, 
(Let  this  be  good)  whether  our  angiy  Foe 
Can  give  it,  or  will  ever :  how  He  can, 
Is  doubtful ;  that  He  never  will,  is  fure. 
Will  He,  fo  wife,  let  loofe  at  once  His  ire, 
Belike  thro'  Impocence,  or  unaware, 


To  give  his  Enemies  their  wifli,  and  end 
Them  in  His  anger,  whom  His  anger  faves 
To  punifh  endlefs  ?  —  Wherefore  ceafe  we  then, 
Say  they  who  counfel  War  ?    We  are  decreed, 
Referv'd,  and  defthVd  to  eternal  vvoe  : 
Whatever  doing,  what  can  we  fuffer  more  ; 
Whit  can  we  fuffer  worfe  ?    —  Is  this  then  worfr, 
Thus  fitting,  thus  confuking,  thus  in  Arms  ? 
What !  when  we  fled  amain,  purfu'd,  and  ftroofc 
With  HeavVs  afflicting  Thunder,  and  befought 


Quid, 
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Quid,  fuga  cum  rapuit  praeceps,  turmafque  fequaces 
Horruimus  fulmenque  ferox ;   cum  caeca  Profundi 
Hofpitia  orantes  confugimus  ?     Inftar  Afyli 
Tartara  erant  jam  tum  trepidis.     Quid,  atrocia  paflbs 
Vincula  flammivomus  late  cum  volveret  aeftus  ? 
Senflmus  id  certe  alperius.     Quid,  fl  ipfe  furorem 
Sufcitet,  hos  diros  qui  accendit  Spiritus  ignes, 
Et  fluclus  rabie  exagitans  feptemplice  det  nos 
Praecipites  ?   aut  fl  dextram  intermifla  rubentem 
Rurfum  armet  Vindicta ;   Erebique  immane  recluli 
Ipfa  ruant  Convexa,  altam  minitata  ruinam 
Defuper,  ac  multo  defcendant  vortice  flammae? 
Nos  forte  interea  meditantes  grandia  bella 
Sulphureo  feret  igne  fremens  fcopulifque  rotatos 
Quemque  fuis  transfiget  hiems,  ludibria  faevis 
Turbinibus ;    rapidifve  immerfos  iftius  undis 
Oceani  vincla  impedient,  fufpiria  longa 
Tracturos  ferie !   nec  enim  miferabitur  Ultor 

The  Deep  to  fhelter  us  ?    This  Hell  then  feem'd  Impendent  horrors !  threatning  hideous  fall 

A  refuge  from  thofe  wounds.     Or,  when  we  lay  One  day  upon  our  heads :  while  we  perhaps 

ChainM  on  the  burning  Lake?  That  fure  was  worfe.  Defigning  or  exhorting  glorious  war, 

What  if  the  breath  that  kindled  thofe  grim  iires,  Caught  in  a  fiery  Tempefl  flull  be  hurl'd 

Awak'd,  fhould  blow  them  into  fevenfold  rage,  Each  on  his  Rock  transfix'J,  the  fport  ?.nd  prey 

And  plunge  us  in  the  flames  ?    Or,  from  above,  Of  racking  whirlwinds :  or  for  ever  funk 

Should  intermkted  Vengeance  arm  again  Under  yon  boiling  Ocean,  wrapt  in  Chains ; 

His  red  right  hand  to  plague  us  ?     What  if  all  There  to  converfe  with  everlafting  groans, 

Her  ftorej  were  open'd,  and  this  Firmament  Unrefpited,  unpitied,   unreprievM, 

Of  Hell  fhould  fpout  her  Cattrafts  of  Fire  ?  Ages  of  hopelefs  end  ?    This  would  be  worfe. 


Nec 
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Ncc  minuct  pccnas;   dabitur  mora  nulla  quicfvc, 
Ncc  fmcm  indomito  ftatuet  Spcs  ipfa  labori. 
Annon  hoc  longe  afpcrius  ?  —  Clade  ergo  magiftra 
Nos  tandem,  6  Proceres,  fugiamus  triftia  bella, 
Bella  palam,  vel  clam :    Quid  vis,  quid  fraudis  opcrtae 
Contra  Illum  infidiae  ?   qua  fallitur  arte,  capaci 
Lumine  cuncla  fimul  qui  colligit  ?     Ule  fupremo 
Defpicit  &  noftros  jam  ridet  ab  aethere  motus 
Omnipotens,   luditque  dolos  obftatque  furori. 
Ergone  nos,  genus  aethereum,  fic  moefta  trahemus 
Tempora  ?   nos  cceli  mutabimus  otia  vinclis 
Talibus,  extorrefque  omni  calcabimur  aevo? 
Sunt  gravia  hasc,  tateor :    fed  quae  graviora  fuperfunt 
Vitemus,  quum  lex  fati  immutabilis  ac  Vox 
Omnipotens  premat,  &  Vicloris  fumma  Voluntas. 
Quantaque  ineft  nobis  audere  in  pectore  Virtus, 
Tanta  pati  eft :    Lex  aequa  fatis ;   quae  clara  videri 
Quondam  etiam  patuit,  fl  mens  non  laeva  fuiflet, 

War  therefore,  open  or  concealM,  alike  Thus  trampled,  thus  expellM,  to  fuffer  here 

My  voice  diffuades :   for  what  can  force  or  guile  Chainsand  thefe  Torments?  Betterthefe  thanworfe, 

With  Him,  or  who  deceive  His  mind,  whofc  eye  By  my  advice ;  fince  fate  inevitable 

Views  all  things  at  one  view  ?     He  from  HeavVs  Subdues  us,  and  omnipotent  Decree, 

height  The  Viftor's  Will.     To  fuffer,  as  to  do, 

All  thefe  our  motions  vain  fees,  and  derides ;  Our  ftrength  is  equal,  nor  the  Law  unjuft 

Not  more  Almighty  to  refift  our  might,  That  fo  ordains :  this  was  at  firft  refolv'd 

Than  wife  to  fruftrate  al!  our  plots  and  wiles.  If  we  were  wife,  againft  fo  great  a  foe 

Shall  we  then  live  thus  vile,  the  race  of  Heav'n,  Contending,  and  fo  doubtful  what  might  fall. 

Vi 
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Vi  dubia  tanto  temere  certantibus  hofti. 

Quis  rifum  teneat,  cum  fe  certamine  fortes 

Qui  ja&ant,  male  fi  certamen  ceflerit,  horrent 

Continuo,  &  belli  quam  deftinat  alea  fortem, 

Dedecus,  exilium,  cruciatus,  vincla,  dolores 

Formidant  ?     Nunc  haec  nos  fata,  haec  certa  premit  Lex. 

Haec  ii  nunc  faciles  patiamur  mentibus  aequis, 

Fors  erit  ut  Vidtor  ferventi  fraena  furori 

Mitior  injiciat  tandem,  tantoque  remotos 

Nos  fpatio  nec  jam  ftimulantes  amplius  iram 

Negliget,  expletus  poenis ;   flammaeque  feroces 

Mollefcent,  magni  nifi  foverit  ira  tyranni. 

Noftra  etiam  ingratos  vincet  mox  aura  vapores 

Purior,  aut  longo  tandem  obdurabitur  ufu ; 

Aut  mutata  habitum  fedique  afluetae  malignae 

Excipiet  diros  laetis  amplexibus  ignes: 

Horror  &  hic  mitefcet,  &  haec  caliginis  umbra 

Lucebit :    meliora  jubet  fperare  citato 


I  laugh,  when  thofe  who  at  the  Spear  are  bold 
And  vent'rous,  if  that  fail  them,  fhxink  and  fear 
What  yet  they  knovv  muft  follow,  to  endurc 
Exile,  or  ignominy,  or  bonds,  or  pain, 
The  fentence  of  their  Conqueror :   This  is  now 
Our  doom,  which  if  we  can  fuftain  and  bear, 
Our  fupreme  Foe,  in  time,  may  much  remit 
His  anger :  and  perhaps  thus  far  remov'd 
Not  mind  us  not  oftending,  fatisfy'd 


With  what  is  puni(h'd  :  whence  thefe  raging  hrei 
Will  flacken,  if  his  breath  ftir  not  their  Flames. 
Our  purer  eflcnce  thcn  wfll  overcome 
Their  noxious  vapor  ;  or  enur'd,  not  feel ; 
Or  chang'd  at  length,  and  to  the  place  conform'd 
In  temper,  and  in  nature,  will  rcceive 
Familiar  the  ficrce  heat,  and  void  of  Pain. 
This  horror  will  grow  mild,  this  darknefs,  light : 
Befides  what  hopc  the  nevcrcnding  flight 


Axe 
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Axe  volans  fine  fine  dies :  jam  forte  fecundas 
Fert  fortuna  vices ;   quin  dat  folatia  rerum 
Haec  facies ;   ingrata  quidem,  fed  peffima  nondum 
Evafit,  ni  plura  datis  mala  pofcimus  ultrd. 

Sermonem  obvolvens  pulchro  Rationis  amicr.il 
Sic  lentum  Belus  torporem  inhoneftaque  fuafit 
Otia  fub  pacis  fpecie.     Dein  talia  Mammon  : 

Ut  Regem  aethereum  coelo  exturbemus,  atroxve 
Qiiod  patimur  damnum  campo  reparemus  aperto, 
Bellamus,  fi  bella  placent.     Illum  arce  fuprema 
Eruere  imperii  jam  tum  fperare  licebit, 
Quum  Fortuna  levis  Fatum  immutabile  vincet, 
Litem  ipfo  dirimente  Chao.     Sin  vana  fit  inde, 
Hinc  fuerit  Spes  vana  fimul :   quis  enim  aethere  toto 
Nos  iterum  locus  accipiat,  nifi  Rege  fubaclo 

Funditus  asthereo  ? Sin  Illum  fingimus  iras 

Jam  demum  exuere,  atque  ultro  clamare  daturum 
Communem  cunctis  veniam,  fi  prifca  fateri 

Of  futuredaysmaybring,  what  chance.what  change  May  hope,  when  everlafting  Fate  fhall  yield 

Worth  waiting,  fince  our  prefent  lot  appears  To  fickle  Chance,  and  Cbaos  judge  the  ftrife. 

For  happy,  though  but  ill ;  for  ill,  not  worft ;  The  former  vain  to  hope,  argues  as  vain 

Jf  we  procure  not  to  our  felves  more  woe.  The  latter:  for  what  place  can  be  for  us 

Thus  2fc//<?/ with  words  cloath'd  in  Rcafon's  garb  Within  HeavVs  bound,  unlefs  HeavVs  Lord  fu- 
CounfePd  ignoble  eafe,  and  peaceful  floth,  preme 

Not  peace:  and  after  him  thus  Mammon  fpake  :  We  over  pow'r?    Suppofe  He  fhould  relent, 

Either  to  difmthrone  the  King  of  Heav'n  And  publifh  grace  to  all,  on  promife  made 

We  war,  if  war  be  beft,  or  to  regain  Of  new  fubjedlion  :  with  what  eyes  could  \ve 

Our  own  right  loft :  Hinv  to  unthrone  we  then  Stand  in  His  prefence  humble,  and  receive 

H  Sceptra 
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Sceptra  velint ;   quo  nos  coram  apparere  verentes 
Ponemus  vultu,  impofitafque  agnofcere  leges? 
Invitos-ne  olli  cantus  laudefque  coa&as 
Nos  dabimus  ?    Nobis  dominabitur  Ille  corufca 
Arce  fedens  ?    Nobis  facientibus  Illius  ara 
Floribus  ambrofiis  cumulabitur,  ambrofiofque 
Submifse  his  fparfos  manibus  ja&abit  odores  ? 
Scilicet  is  fuerit  coelo  labor,  illa  voluptas ! 
Heu  quam  longa  aeterna  Dies  hos  inter  honores 
Invifb  oblatos  Domino  ?     Quid  quaerimus  ultra, 
Quas  reparare  armis  non  fas,  quas  pace  pigeret 
Accipere  orata,  medio  vel  in  aethere  vanas 
Servitii  fplendentis  opes  ?    Bona  cuncla  petamus 
Ex  nobis,  penitufque  amplexi  noftra  penes  nos 
Vivamus  laeti,  jurati  in  verba  tyranni 
Nullius :   his  etiam  vaftis  ridebit  in  umbris 
Candida  Libertas,  Libertas  carior  arctis 
In  rebus,  quam  turpis  honos  aureaeque  catenae. 
Quin  major  nobis  virtus  erit,  utile  trifti 

Stritt  Laws  imposM,  to  celebrate  his  Throne  Unacceptable,  though  in  Heav'n,  our  ftate 

With  warbled  Hymns,  and  to  His  Godhead  fing  Of  fplendid  vaflalage  :  but  rather  feek 

Forc'd  Hallelujahs ;  while  He  lordly  fits  Our  own  good  from  ourfelves,  and  from  our  ovvn 

Our  envy'd  Sov'reign,  and  His  Akar  breathes  Live  to  ourfelves;  though  in  this  vaft  recefs, 

Ambrofial  odours,  and  ambrolial  flow'rs,  Free,  and  to  none  accountable ;  preferring 

Our  fervile  offerings  ?    This  muft  be  our  task  Hard  liberty  before  the  eafy  yoke 

In  Heav'n,  this  our  delight !    How  wearifome  Of  fervile  Pomp.     Our  greatnefs  will  appear 

Eternity  fo  fpent,  in  worfhip  paid  Then  moft  confpicuous,  when  great  things  of  fmall, 

To  whom  we  hate  ?     Let  us  not  then  purfue,  Ufeful  of  hurtful,  profperous  of  adverfe 

By  force  impoffible,  by  leave  obtain'd  We  can  create ;  and  in  what  place  foe'er 

Eli- 
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Elicere  ;   injucunda  bonis,  adverfa  fccundis 
Vertere,  &  aiTiduo  nifu,  quae  nos  loca  cunque 
Excipiant,  fevum  fati  fuperare  furorem. 
Et  quianam  has  tenebras  atque  antra  timemus  opaca  ? 
Ipfe  Pater  nebulas  quondam  no&emque  profundam 
Incolit ;    ipfe  fibi  folium  caligine  dia 
Velat,  &  auguftis  latet  intemerata  tenebris 
Gloria ;   nec  ceffant  denfas  glomerata  per  umbras 
Fulmina  rauca  boare,  imitanti  Tartara  Coelo. 
Nos  quoque,  11  libeat,  lucem  Illius,  Ille  tenebras 
Ut  noftras,  haud  asgre  imitabimur:   Hxc  neque  gazis. 
Terra  caret  deferta,  auro  gemmifque  ;   nec  abmnt 
Ingenium  artificefque  manus,  unde  ardua  furgant 
Mcenia  digna  Deis  ingentifque  asmula  cceli. 
Forfitan  &  quondam  poterunt  nativa  videri 
Haec  loca ;   mollefcent  flamma?,  vel  noftra  furori 
Temperies  affuefcet  &  igni  illasfa  vigebit. 
Cuncta  monent  pacem  ampledti,  fluctufque  dolorum 

Thrive  under  evil,  and  work  eafe  out  of  pain,  Wants  not  her  hidden  luftre,  gems,  and  gold  ; 

Through  labour,  and  indurance.    This  deep  world  Nor  want  we  skill  or  art,  from  whence  to  raife 

Of  darknefs  do  we  dread  ?    How  oft  amidft  Magniiicence ;  and  what  can  Heav*n  fliew  more  ? 

Thick  clouds  and  dark  doth  Heav'n's  all-ruling  Sire  Our  torments  alfo  may  in  length  of  time 

Chufe  to  refide,  His  glory  unobfcur'd  ?  Become  our  elements ;  thefe  piercing  Flres 

And  with  the  majefty  of  darknefs  round  [roar  As  foft  as  now  fevere,  our  temper  chang'd 

Covers  His  Throne ;  from  whence  deep  thunders  Into  their  temper ;  which  muft  needs  remove 

MufTring  their  rage,  and  Heav'n  refembles  Hell  ?  The  fenfible  of  pain.     All  things  invite 

As  He  our  darknefs,  cannot  we  His  light  To  peaceful  counfels,  and  the  fettled  flate 

Imitate  when  we  pleafe  ?    This  defert  foil  Of  order,  how  in  fafety  beft  we  may 

H  2  Ster- 
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Sternere,  fi  liceat  j   memores  qua  fede  locamur, 

Et  quales  fumus  &  fuimus ;   nec  (fi  mihi  quidquam 

Creditis)  ulterius  jactemus  inania  bella. 

Vix  ea  finierat,  fremuit  cum  murmure  tali 
Concilium,  quale  auditur,  quum  concava  Saxa 
Ventorum  cohibent  fonitum,  qui  nocte  frementes 
Vexarant  fluctus,  rauca  jam  voce  foporem 
Inducunt  lentum  nautis ;   dum  turbine  lafTum 
Praerupto  fundata  finu  tenet  anchora  lintrem. 
Haud  alius,  finem  ut  Mammon  dedit  ore  loquendi, 
Exortus  fremor,  &  placuit  Sententia  pacem 
Suadentis.     Pugnae  alterius  certamen  Averno 
Horrebant  gravius :   tantis  terroribus  i&os 
Urget  adhuc  tonitru,  &  tua  turbida  tela,  Michaal ! 
Nec  minus  infernis  cupiunt  fub  fedibus  altam 
Imperii  fundare  arcem  quae  nixa  fecundis 
Aufpiciis  tollat  caput,  &  labentibus  annis 
Regna  fua  aetheriis  contraria  cernere  regnis. 

Compofe  our  prefent  evils,  with  regard  After  the  tempeft :  fuch  applaufe  was  heard 

Of  what  we  are,  and  were ;  difmiffing  quite  As  Mammon  ended,  and  his  fentence  pleas'd, 

AU  thoughts  of  war.    — Ye  have  what  I  advife.  Advifing  peace.     For  fuch  another  Field 

He  fcarce  had  finifh'd,  when  fuch  murmur  filTd  They  dreaded  worfe  than  Hell :  fo  much  the  fear 

Th'  affembly,  as  when  hollow  Rocks  retain  Of  thunder,  and  the  Sword  of  Micbael, 

The  found  of  bluffring  winds,  which  all  night  long  Wrought  ftill  within  them  ;  and  no  lefs  defire 

Had  rous'd  the  Sea,  now  with  hoarfe  cadence  lull  To  found  this  nether  Empire,  vvhich  might  rife, 

Sea-faring  men  o'erwatch'd,  whofe  Bark  by  chance,  By  policy,  and  long  procefs  of  time, 

Or  Pinnace,  anchors  b  a  craggy  Bay  In  emulation  oppofite  to  Heav'n. 

Quod 
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Quod  fenfit  fimul  Ule  fedcns  celfiflimus  unum 
Poft  Satanam,  ore  gravi  Balzebus  furgere  lente 
Vifus  erat  folio,  furgenfque  referre  columnam 
Imperii :   frontem  rugis  fulcarat  honeftam 
Rerum  cura  fagax  &  provida  confilii  vis : 
Regiaque  infignes  Sapientia  clade  fub  ipsa 
Veftit  adhuc  vultus :   ftetit  arduus  Atlanteos 
Expandens  humeros,  regnifque  ingentibus  aptos: 
Tum  comitum  trahit  attentas  venerabilis  aures, 
Dumque  filent  quantum  nox  intempefta,  dieique 
iEftivas  medius  fervor,  fic  deinde  profatur : 

Imperia  atque  Arces,  Virtutes  aetheris !    Aut  his 
Cedemus  titulis,  mutato  nomine  Reges 
Tartarei  ?   huc  fefe  nimis  inclinare  videtur 
Publica  Vox  ;   fedem  manfuraque  regna  fub  orco 
Optamus  deliri,  &  fomnia  vana  fovemus ; 
Nec  patet,  aethereum  Regem  pro  carcere  nobis 
Hos  mandafTe  locos,  non  hic  ftatuifle  recefsus 


Which  when  Beelzebub  percciv'd  (than  whom, 

Satan  exccpt,  none  higher  fat)  with  grave 

Afpeft  he  rofe,  and  in  his  rifing  feem'd 

A  pillar  of  State :  deep  on  his  front  engraven, 

Deliberation  fat,  and  pubiick  Care ; 

And  Princely  counfel  in  his  face  yet  fhone, 

Majeftic  though  in  ruin  :  fage  he  flood, 

With  Atlantean  ftioulders  fit  to  bear 

The  weight  of  mightieft  Monarchies ;  his  look 


Di  ew  audience,  and  attention  ftill  as  night,    , 
Or  fummer's  noon-tide  air;  while  thus  he  fpake: 

Thrones,    and  Imperial  PowVs,    Offspring  of 
Ethereal  Virtues !  or  thefe  Titles  novv         [heav'n, 
Muft  we  renounce,  and  changing  ftyle,  be  calTd 
Princes  of  Hell  ?     For  fo  the  popular  vote 
Inclines,  here  to  condnue,  and  build  up  here 
A  growing  empire :   doubtlefs ;  while  we  dream, 
And  know  not  that  the  King  of  Heav'nhathdoom'0! 


Otia 
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Otia,  qua  dextram  fugere  imperiumque  fupremum 
Detur,  &  in  coelum  reparatas  cogere  vires. 
Sed  pulfos  huc  ufque  acri  premet  efFerus  ira, 
Servitiique  jugo  &  fraenis  compefcet  amaris, 
Captivum  vulgus :   nam  primus  &  ultimus  Ipfe 
Per  gentes  fuperas  fimul  infernafque  timendus 
Regnabit.     Fugimus?   fub  Averno  fceptra  vibrabit 
Ferrea,  ut  in  mediis  coeli  vibrat  aurea  regnis. 
Quid  ver6  hic  pacem  lenti  meditamur  &  arma  ? 
Senfimus  arma  fatis,  damnum  irreparabile  dudum 
Senfimus :   at  neque  adhuc  nobis  data  foedera  pacis 
Ulla,  nec  implorata :    Etenim  haec  juga  turpia  paflis 
Quae  jam  Pax  dabitur,  nifi.  dira  ergaftula,  vincla, 
Verberaque  &  pcenae,  faevus  quafcunque  tyrannus 
Imperet  ?     Et  quam  nos  pacem  reddemus  ?   atroces 
Ludtantum  nifus  impacatumque  furorem, 
Indomitumque  odium,  certantes  ufque  fupremo 
Impete,  victorem  ut  fallant  fua  gaudia,  noftrifque 


This  place  our  dungeon ;  not  our  fafe  retreat 

Beyond  His  potent  arm,  to  live  exempt 

From  Heav'n's  high  Jurifdi&ion,  in  new  league 

Banded  againll  His  Throne :  but  to  remain 

In  ftri&eft  bondage,  though  thus  far  remov'd, 

Under  th'  inevitable  curb,  referv'd 

His  captive  multitude :  for  Hc,  be  fure, 

In  heigth,  or  depth,  ftill  firft  and  laft  will  reign 

Sole  King,  and  of  His  Kingdom  lofe  no  part 


By  our  revolt ;  but  over  Hell  extend 

His  empire,  and  with  Iron  Sceptre  rule 

Us  here,  as  with  His  Golden  thofe  in  Heav'n. 

What  fit  we  then  projefting  peace  and  war  ? 

War  hath  determinM  us,  and  foil'd  with  lofs 

Irreparable ;  terms  of  Peace  yet  none 

Vouchfaf 'd  or  fought :  for  what  peace  will  be  giv'n 

To  us  enflav'd,  but  cuftody  fevere,    ■ 

And  ftripes,  and  arbitrary  Punifhment 


Ut 
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Ut  minus  exultet  pcenis. Ncc  tempora  pofcunt 

Praecipites  bellorum  aufus :   tanto  ardua  cceli 
Mcenia  fufpectu  affurgunt,  fccura  Profundum 
Quas  paret  infldias,  vel  quid  meditemur  in  armis. 
Quid  fi  mole  minor  nec  tantum  habitura  pericli 
Se  Ratio  obtulerit?     Jamque  alter  (fi  modo  verax 
Fama  vetus  cecinit,  fi  tempora  rite  revolvo) 
Alter  fe  attollit  mundus,  lastiflima  gentis 
Terra  novae  (cui  nomen  Homo  eft)  hoc  circiter  aevum 
Formandas,  noftrum  fimilis ;   fceptrifque  fuperbis 
Si  minor,  aetherei  forma  fi  cefferit  oris, 
At  fummo  dilecta  Patri  magis.     Hoc  Pater  olim 
Edixit  Superos  inter,  fanxitque  verendo 
Ipfe  facramento,  coeli  quo  maxima  templa 
Concuflit.     Nos  huc  animos,  huc  omnia  agamus 
Confilia,  ut  pateat  quod  ibi  genus,  indole  quali, 
Quove  luto  fictum  ;    quas  vires  donaque  jactet ; 
Atque  ubi  fint  faciles  aditus ;   vi  praeftet  inermes 


Inflifted  ?  and  what  psace  can  ve  return, 
But,   to  our  pow'r,  hoilility,  and  hate, 
Untam'd  reluftance,  and  revenge  ;  though  flow, 
Yet  ever  plotting  how  the  Conqueror  leaft 
May  reap  His  conqueft ;  and  may  leaft  rejoice 
In  doing,  what  we  moft  in  fufiering  feel  ? 
Nor  will  occafion  want,  nor  fhall  we  need 
With  dangerous  expedition  to  invade 
Heav'n,  wliofe  high  walls  fear  no  aflault  or  fiege, 
Or  ambiifh  from  the  Deep.    What  if  we  find 


Some  eafier  enterprize  ?    There  is  a  place, 

(If  antient  and  prophetic  fame  in  Heav'n 

Err  not)  another  World,  the  happy  feat 

Of  fome  new  race  ca!l'd  Man,  about  this  time 

To  be  created  Iike  to  us,  though  lefs 

In  pow'r  and  excellence,  but  favour'd  more 

Of  Him  who  rules  above :  fo  was  His  will 

Pronounc'd  among  the  Gods,  and  by  an  Oath, 

That  fhook  HeavVs  whole  circumference,confiim'd. 

Thither  Ict  us  bend  all  our  thoughts,  to  leam 

An 
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An  tentare  dolfs.     Quanquam  ingens  astheris  Aula 
Clauditur,  &  coeli  celsa  fuper  arce  Tyrannus 
Securus  virtute  fua  fedet :    At  loca  forfan 
Ifta  patent ;   finitur  regnorum  illa  ultima  meta 
Indigenis  tutanda  fuis :    ibi  forte  ruentes 
Magnum  aliquod  lsetis  olim  tentabimus  aufum 
Aufpiciis ;   fibi  quas  laudum  monumenta  creavit 
Omnipotens,  horrendo  Erebi  vaftabimus  igne ; 
Aut  noftras  ditionis  erunt,  pullique  pufillos 
Pellemus  cives  patriifque  fugabimus  oris ; 
Aut  haec  caftra  fequi  fuadebimus,  ut  Deus  iris 
Acribus  ardefcens  doleat  fmxifTe,  dolenfque 
Ipfe  fuum  confundat  opus.     Quae  quantaque  talis 
Vindicta,  in  mediis  Hoftem  ruitura  triumphis  ! 
Quae  nobis  fpolia  inde,  Dei  ut  cariftima  proles 
Noftrorum  in  partem  prseceps  demifta  dolorum 
Invalidam  ftirpem  incufans  &  gaudia  rapta, 
Tam  cito  rapta  gemet !     Potior  fententia  quae  fit, 

What  creatures  there  inhabit,  of  what  mould,  To  wafte  His  whole  Creation  ;  or  poffefs 

Or  fubftarice,  how  enduM,  and  what  their  pow'r,  All  as  our  own,  and  drive   (as  we  are  driv'n) 

And  where  their  weaknefs,  how  attempted  beft,  The  puny  habitants ;  or  if  not  drive, 

By  force,  or  fubtilty.     Though  Heav'n  be  ihut,  Seduce  them  to  our  Party,  that  their  God 

And  HeavVs  high  Arbitrator  fit  fecure  May  prove  their  foe,  and  with  repenting  hand 

In  His  own  ftrength,  this  place  may  lie  exposM,  Aboliih  His  own  works.     This  would  furpafs 

The  utmoft  border  of  His  Kingdom,  left  Common  Revenge,  and  interrupt  His  joy 

To  their  defence  who  hold  it :  here  perhaps  In  our  confufion,  and  our  joy  upraife 

Some  advantagious  aft  may  be  atchievM  In  His  dilturbance ;  when  His  darling  Sons, 

By  fudden  onfet,  either  with  hell  fire  HurlM  hcadlong  to  partake  with  us,  ftiall  curfe 
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Confulite,  an  facinus  moliri  hoc  praeftet,  an  hifce 
Cunclari  in  tenebris  &  inania  fingerc  rcgna. 

Hax  adeo  immani  Balzebus  peclore  fudit 
Ipsi  olim  Satance  concepta  atque  edita  partim 
Confilia :    Unde,  maH  nifi  fonte  &  origine  prima, 
Tam  dira  invidia?  poterat  manare  libido, 
Terram  Erebo  mifcere  unaque  exfcindere  gentem 
Humanam  in  radice  petens?    Tantum-ne  Malorum 
Mens  inimica  Deo  fuafit,  cui  talibus  au6lus 
Crefcit  Honos  inimicitiis  ?     Sed  fratribus  audax 
Confilium  arrifit  Stygiis  &  pectora  plaufu 
Extulit;   emicuitque  oculis  flammantibus  ardens 
Laetitia  :    AfTenfu  unanimes  fremuere  j   frementes 
Ille  novis  acuit  di&is,  ac  talia  fatur : 

Decretum  egregie,  Proceres !     Pulcherrima  tandem, 
San&a  Deum  domus,  ac  veftra  dignifHma  fama 
Cernitis :   hinc  imo  emerfis  exire  Profundo 
Vel  fato  nolente  datum  eft :   accedere  prifcas 

Their  frail  Original,  and  faded  blifs  :  The  great  Creator  ?    But  their  fpite  ftill  ferve» 

Faded  fo  foon !    Advife  if  this  be  worth  His  glory  to  augment.     The  bold  defign 

Attempting,  or  to  fit  in  darknefs  here  Pleas'd  highly  thofe  infernal  States,  and  joy 

Hatching  vain  Empires.  —  Thus  Beelzebub  Sparkled  in  all  their  eyes ;  with  full  affent 

Pleaded  his  devilifh  Counfel,  firft  advis'd  They  vote  :  whereat  his  fpeech  he  thus  renews. 
By  Satan,  and  in  part  propos'd  :  for  whence,  Well  have  ye  judg'd,  well  ended  long  debate, 

But  from  the  Author  of  all  ill,  could  fpring  Synod  of  Gods,  and,  like  to  what  ye  are, 

So  deep  a  malice,  to  confound  the  race  Great  things  refolv'd  :  which  from  the  loweft  deep 

Of  mankind  in  one  root,  and  Earth  with  Hell  Will  once  more  lift  us  up,  in  fpite  of  Fate, 

To  mingle  and  involve,  done  all  to  fpite  Nearer  our  ancient  Seat ;  perhaps  in  view 

I  Con-    . 
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Continget  juxta  fedes,  arcefque  tueri 
Sidereas ;   fors  inde  licet  propioribus  armis 
Excurfuque  levi  cceleftia  regna  reverti. 
Aut  Isetis  faltem  excipiet  felicior  ora 
Hofbitiis,  qua  lux  cceli  dignabitur  alma 
Vifere,  &  ingratas  vincet  caliginis  umbras 
Dulce  oriens  jubar ;   atque  aurae  vis  mollis  inuftas 
Eximet  igne  notas  faevifque  falubria  fundet 
Balfama  vulneribus.     Sed  cui  mandabitur  orbis 
Ignoti  luftrare  plagas  ?     Quem  talibus  aptum 
Mittemus  coeptis?     Quifnam  imperterritus  alti 
Gurgitis  immenfas  tenebras  fundoque  carentes 
Tentabit,  late  per  denfa  Obfcura  tremendum 
Explorans  iter  :    Abruptumve  immane  volatu 
Indomito  exfuperans  fedes  attinget  amoenas  ? 
At  qua  vi  tandem,  qua  tantis  arte  periclis 
Sufficiet  ?    Quae  fraus  vigilum  per  cauta  Seraphum 
Agmina,  cuftodumque  minas  impune  vagantem 

Of  thofe  bright  confines,  whence  with  neighbouring  In  fearch  of  this  new  world  ?  wliom  fhall  we  find 

arms,  SufEcient  ?    Who  fhall  tempt  with  wand'ring  feet 

And  opportune  excurfion,  we  may  chance  The  darK,  unbottom'd,  infinite  Abyfs, 

Re-tnter  Heav'n:  or  elfe  in  fome  mild  Zone  And  through  the  palpable  obfcure  find  out 

Dwell  not  unvifited  of  HcavVs  fair  Light  His  uncouth  way  j  or  fpread  his  aery  flight 

Secure,  and  at  the  bright'ning  Orient  beam  Up-born  with  indefatigable  Wings 

Purge  ofF  this  gloom  :  the  foft  deiicious  Air,  Over  the  vaft  abrupt,  ere  he  arrive 

To  heal  the  fcar  of  thefe  corrofive  Fires,  The  happy  Ifle  ?  What  ftrength,  what  art  can  then 

Shall  breathe  her  ba!m.   ---  But  firft  whom  Ihal]  we  SufEce,  or  what  evafion  bear  him  fafe 

fend  Through  the  ftridt  Senteries,  and  Stations  thick 

Expe- 
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Expediet  ?   fimul  huc  acies,  fimul  omnia  tendat 
Confilia :    Et  noftrum  eft  caute  perpendere,  tantac 
Publica  quem  moli  vox  deftinet :    omnis  in  Illo 
Spes  adeo,  &  magni  ftabit  fiducia  ccepti. 

Dixerat  haec,  foliumque  capit,  fufpenfa  parumper 
Ora  tenens,  plaufufque  morans ;   feu  difcrepet  iftis 
Forte  alius,  feu  tanta  aliquis  fe  accingat  ad  aufa. 
Sed  muti  federe  omnes  difcrimina  fecum 
Volventes  iterum  atque  iterum,  vultuque  viciilim 
Alter  in  alterius  proprios  videre  timores 
Attoniti.     Nec  quifquam  aderat  de  flore  fuperbo 
Conjuratorum  coelo  fe  opponere  fratrum, 
Pedlore  qui  forti  fblus  tentare  tremendum 
Aufus  iter.     Tandem  Satanas,  cui  regia  longe 
Jam  comitum  audentes  anteivit  Gloria  coetus, 
Imperii  quem  celfus  honos  &  confcia  Virtus 
Extulit,  haec  didta  intrepido  dedit  arduus  ore : 

Progenies  cceli,  flammantes  aetheris  Arces, 

Of  angels  watching  round  ?    Here  he  had  need  In  others  count'nance  read  his  own  difmay, 

All  circumfpettion ;  and  we  now  no  lefs  Aftonifh'd :  None,  among  the  choice  and  prime 

Choice  in  our  fuffrage  :  for,  on  whom  we  fend,  Of  thofe  Heav'n-warring  Champions,  couldbefound 

The  weight  of  all,  and  our  laft  hope,  relies.  So  hardy,  as  to  proffer,  or  accept 

This  faid,  he  fatj  and  expedtation  held  Alone,  the  dreadful  voyage :  till  at  laft 

His  look  fufpenfe,  awaiting  who  appear'd  Satan,  whom  now  tranfcendent  glory  rais'd 

To  fecond  or  oppofe,  or  undertake  Above  his  fellows,  with  Monarchal  pride 

The  perilous  attempt :  but  all  fat  mute,  (Confcious  of  higheft  worth)  unmov'd  thus  fpake. 
Pondering  the  danger  with  deep  thoughts ;  and  each        O  Progeny  of  Heav'n,  Empyreal  Thrones ! 

I  2  Nos 
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Nos  tanta  haud  temere  invafere  lilentia,  tantaeque 
Impavidos  utcunque  morae.     Via  longa  gravifque 
Ex  Erebo  ad  lucem ;   Carcerque  hic  firmus,  edentum 
Flammarum  haec  novies  cohibent  Convexa,  fugamque 
Ardentes  portae  atque  adamantina  clauftra  coercent. 
Haec  quoque  cum  fuperet,  fiquis  fuperare  valebit, 
Illi  vaftum  aperit  Nox  indigefta  Profundum 
Exitium  ferale  minans,  &  vortice  crudo 
Excipit  attonitum  atque  horrendo  involvit  hiatu. 
Hinc  forte  elapfum  quaacunque  acceperit  ora 
Ignarum,  difcrimina  adhuc  ignota  vagantem 
Expedtant,  atque  inde  fuga  haud  minus  ardua  reftat. 
Sed  male  me,  Proceres,  Solium  hoc  fublime  deceret, 
Imperii  hi  fafces,  fplendorque  infignis  opefque, 
Siqua  ufquam  fortuna,  falus  cum  publica  fuadet, 
Aut  mole  ingenti,  aut  magnis  me  terreat  aufis. 
Cur  fceptra  hasc  capiam,  cur  non  regnare  recufem, 
Regnanti  data  ii  renuam  difcrimina?  forti 

With  reafon  hath  deep  filence  and  demur  Threatens  him,  plung'd  in  that  abortive  gulph. 

Seiz'd  us,  tho'  undifmay'd  :  long  is  the  way  If  thence  he  fcape  into  whatever  world, 

And  harJ,  that  out  of  Hell  leads  up  to  light.  Or  unknown  Region,  what  remains  him  lefs 

Our  prifon  ftrong;   this  huge  convex  of  Fire,  Than  unknown  dangers,  and  as  hard  efcape  ? 

Outrageous  to  devour,  immures  us  round  But  I  fhould  ill  become  this  Throne,  O  Peers  • 

Ninefold  :  and  gates  of  burning  Adamant  And  this  Imperial  Sov'reignty,  adorn'd 

Barr'd  over  us,  prohibit  al)  egrefs.  With  fplendor,  arm'd  with  pow'r,  if  ought  propos'd, 

Thefe  pafs'd  (if  any  pafs)  the  void  profound  And  judg'd  of  public  moment,  in  the  (hape 

Of  uneffential  Night  receives  him  next  Of  diificulty,  or  danger,  could  deter 

Wide  gaping,  and  with  utter  lofs  of  Being  Me  from  actempting.    Wherefore  do  I  affume 

Pe&ore 
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Pectore  res  dubias  adeat,  cui  gloria  cordi ; 

Suftineat  tanto  majora  pericula,  quanto 

Ipfe  alios  fuperat  fublimior  omnibus  unus. 

Ergo  agite,  6  fceptris  pollentes,  clade  fub  ipsa 

Vel  coelo  metuenda  Cohors !  hic  mentibus  imis, 

Hic  verfate  domi,  domus  haec  dum  noftra  manebit, 

Quae  ratio  infanos  aeftus  flammantis  Averni 

Siftat,  &  affliclis  folatia  quaerite  rebus; 

Quaerite,  fiqua  ufquam  medicamina,  fiqua  voluptas, 

Queis  mala  paulifper  funeftae  taedia  fedis 

Fallere,  queis  faevos  liceat  lenire  dolores. 

Vos  hoftem  adversus  vigilem  ne  parcite  cautis 

Excubiis :   Egomet  per  littora  cladis  opacae 

Ipfe  petam  nobis  longe  lateque  falutem 

Omnibus :   Haud  quifquam  ingenti  comitabitur  aufo. 

Sic  fatus  folio  exfurgit  refponfa  Tyrannus 
Praevertens ;   ne  quos  Procerum  conftantia  magni 
Vifa  ducis  tandem  exacuat,  certofque  repulfae 

Thefe  Royakies,  and  not  refufe  to  reign,  To  refpite,  or  deceive,  or  flack  the  pain 

Refufing  to  accept  as  great  a  ftiare  Of  chis  ill  Manfion.     Intermit  no  watch 

Of  hazard  as  of  honour,  due  alikc  Againft  a  wakeful  Foe,  while  I  abroad, 

To  him  who  reigns,  and  fo  much  to  him  due  Through  all  the  coafts  of  dark  deftruftion,  feeJ: 

Ot*  hazard  more,  as  he  above  the  reft  Deliverance  for  us  all :  this  enterprize 

High-honour'd  fits?  Go  therefure,  mighty  Pow'rs!  Ncne  fhall  partake  with  me.  ---  Thus  faying  rofc 

Terror  of  Heav'n,  though  fall'n  !  intend  at  home,  The  Monarch,  and  prevented  all  reply  : 

(While  here  fhall  be  our  home)  what  beft  may  eafe  Prudent,  left,  from  his  refolution  rais'd, 

The  prefent  mifery,  and  render  Hell  Others  among  the  chief  might  ofTer  now 

More  tolerable ;  if  there  be  cure,  or  charm,  (Ceitain  to  be  refus'd)  what  erft  they  fear'd ; 

Horte- 
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Hortetur  vitata  prius  fibi  pofcere  coepta. 

Hinc  male  rivales  habiti  praeconia  vili 

Obtineant,  fibi  qux  tantis  ipfe  emerat  aufis. 

Illi  autem  magnum  veriti  fubiiffe  laborem, 

Haud  minus  &  vocem  metuunt  prohibentis ;    &  una 

Surrexere  repente  omnes,  fonitumque  dedere 

Surgentes,  qualem  rauco  dat  murmure  fulmen 

Longe  exauditum.     Regem  Procerum  omnis  adorat 

Circumfufa  corona,  nec  Omnipotente  minorem 

Agnofcunt :    Illum  laeti  venerantur  &  altis 

Laudibus  unanimes  cumulant,  cui  publica  regni 

Sic  propria?  praelata  Salus :    Neque  enim  excidit  omnis 

Tartareo  virtus  populo,  ne  facta  fuperbi 

Splendida  mortales  jadtent,  fiqua  improba  fuadet 

Gloria,  &  Ambitio  recti  mentita  colores. 

Sic  tandem  dubiis  finem  pofuere  petitum 
Confiliis,  plauduntque  duci  exultantque  frequentes. 
Haud  fecus  aerios  inter  furgentia  montes 

And  fo  refus'd  might  in  opinion  ftand  Nor  faiTd  they  to  exprefs  how  much  they  prais'd, 

His  Rivals ;  winning  cheap  the  high  repute,  That  for  the  general  fafety  he  defpis'd 

Whichhe  through  hazard  huge  muft  earn.    But  they  His  own  :   (for  neither  do  the  Spirits  damn'd 

Dreaded  not  more  th'  adventure,  than  his  voice  Lofe  all  their  virtue ;  left  bad  men  (hould  boaft 

Forbidding ;  and  at  once  with  him  they  rofe  :  Their  fpecious  deeds  on  earth,  which  glory  excites ; 

Their  rifmg  all  at  once  was  as  the  found  Or  ciofe  ambition  varni(h'd  o'er  with  zeal.) 
Of  Thunder  heard  remote.  TowVds  him  they  bend         Thus  they  their  doubtful  confultations  dark 

With  awful  reverence  prone  ;  and  as  a  God  Ended,  rejoicing  in  their  matchlefs  Chief : 

Extoll  him  equal  to  the  higheft  in  Heav'n  :  As  when  from  mountain-tops  the  dusk-y  clouds 

Nubila, 
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Nubila,  fopito  Borea,  quum  triftibus  umbris 

Obtexunt  coeli  faciem  ;   perque  horrida  rura 

Aut  deformis  hicms  furit,  aut  glomerata  ruit  nixt 

Sol  radios  11  forte  refert  clauditque  ferena 

Luce  diem,  renovantur  agri,  cantuque  volucrum 

Balatuque  ovium  colles  vallefque  refultant. 

En  Hominum  opprobrium  !    Nectit  pax  mutua  turbam 

Tartaream ;    &  gente  ex  omni,  queis  purior  aurae 

Particula  eft,  Homines  agitat  Difcordia  folos, 

Ipfos  divini  fperantes  munera  amoris ; 

Soli  implacatas  acuunt  crudelius  iras 

Indicente  Deo  pacem ;   faevo  undique  terras 

Devaftant  avidi  ferro,  alteriufque  cruorem 

Quifque  fitit;    tanquam  defit  de  civibus  Orci 

Dira  manus  (quod  nos  conjungi  foedere  amico 

Suaferit)  humanam  ailidue  molita  ruinam. 

Jam  dirimi  coetus,  ferieque  per  atria  longa 
Ire  foras  Stygii  Proceres :    fupereminet  omnes 

Afcending,  while  the  North-wind  fleeps,  o'er-fpread  Of  Creatures  rationa],  though  under  hope 

Heav'n's  chearful  face,  the  low'ring  Element  Of  heav'nly  Grace  :  and,  God  proclaiming  peace, 

Scowls  o'er  the  darken'd  landfchape  Snow,  or  fhowr  :  Yet  live  in  hatred,  enmity  and  ftrife 

If  chance  the  radiant  Sun  with  farewel  fweet  Among  themfelves,  and  levy  cruel  wars, 

Extend  his  ev'ning  beam,  the  fields  revive,  Wafting  the  Earth,  each  other  to  deftroy : 

The  birds  their  notes  renew,  and  bleating  herds  As  if  (which  might  induce  us  to  accord) 

Atteft  their  joy,  and  hill  and  valley  rings.  Man  had  not  helliih  foes  enow  befides, 

O  fhame  to  men  !     Devil  with  Devil  damn'd  That,  day  and  night,  for  his  deftruclion  wait. 

Firm  concord  holds,  men  only  difagree  The  StjgiM  Council  thus  dhTolv'dj  and  forth 

Dux: 
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Dux  medius,  vultufque  &  majeftatis  honores 

Divinae  aflimilans ;    Rex  formidandus  Averni 

IncefTu  ccelique  idem  patet  unicus  Hoftis : 

Ardentes  claufere  globo  radiante  Seraphes 

Signis  flammivomis  clari  atque  horrentibus  armis. 

Exin  Concilii  finem  eventumque  tremendum 

Regales  cecinere  tubae  ;   fubitoque  quaterni 

Quatuor  ad  ventos  refono  clangore  Cherubes 

Inflarunt  lituos,  alta  quos  voce  fecuti 

Praecones :   longe  audierunt  lateque  cavernae 

Inferni  immanes ;   Erebique  exercitus  omnis 

Dant  plaufum  fonitu  horrendo  ingeminantque  fragorem. 

Hinc  fibi  fidentes  melius  reducifque  Salutis 
Spe  falsa  paulum  erecti,  fe  tota  refolvunt 
Heroum  divifa  Acies ;   variamque  fecutus 
Quifque  viam  tendit  vagus,  ut  fua  quemque  trahit  mens 
Diverfum ;   ancipites  imo  fub  pectore  verfant 
Qu6  fedent  animorum  aeftus  ingrataque  fallant 

In  order  came  the  grand  infernal  Peers  :  Put  to  their  mouths  the  founding  Alchymy, 

'Midft  came  their  mighty  Paramount,  and  feem'd  By  Herald's  Voice  explain'd ;  the  hollow  Abyfs 

Alone  th'  Antagonift  of  Heav'n,  nor  lefs  Heard  far  and  wide,  and  all  the  Hoft  of  Hell 

Than  HelPs  dread  Emperor,  with  pomp  fupreme,  With  deafning  fhout  return'd  them  loud  acclaim. 

And  God-like  imitated  State.     Him  round  Thence  more  at  eafe  their  minds,  and  fomewhat 

A  globe  of  fiery  Seraphim  inclos'd,  rais'd 

With  bright  imblazonry,  and  horrent  Arms.  By  falfe  prefumptuous  hope,  the  ranged  Pow'rs 

Then,  of  their  Seffion  ended  they  bid  cry  Disband,  and  wand'ring,  each  his  feveral  way 

With  Trumpets  regal  found  the  great  refult:  Purfues,  as  inclination  or  fad  choice 

Tow'rds  the  four  winds  four  fpeedy  Cherubim  Leads  him  perpler.'d,  where  he  may  likelieft  find 

Tem- 
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Tempora,  dum  grandi  redeat  Dux  magnus  ab  aufo. 
Pars  celeres  fublime  ferunt  in  nubila  pennas, 
Exercentve  leves  fuper  arva  patentia  curfus 
Certatim,  quales  Elea  aut  Pythia  quondam 
Per  fpatia  arrecri  Juvenes ;    Pars  effera  fraenis 
Indignantis  Equi  premit  ora,  rotifve  citatis 
Vix  metam  fugit  &  rapido  praelabitur  axe. 
Inftruxere  alii  bella  horrida,  qualia  fervent 
iEthere,  cum  populis  fignum  fatale  fuperbis 
Imminet ;   aerii  praecurrunt  agmina  prima 
Protentis  Equites  haftis,  dum  proelia  jungant 
Ambze  acies ;   ferventque  poli,  totumque  ccrufcans 
Hinc  atque  hinc  ccelum  diro  fulgore  renidet. 
Pars  alia  immani  nifu  rabieque  Typhced 
Montes  faxaque  convellunt,  equitantve  per  auras 
Turbinibus ;   vix  tantum  Orcus  capit  ipfe  fragorem. 
Qualis  ab  Oechalid  vidtor  cum  fenfit  acerbae 
Alcides  pallae  ftimulos,  faevoque  dolore 


Truce  to  his  reftlefs  thoughts,  and  entertain 
The  irkfome  hours,  till  his  great  Chief  return. 
Part  on  the  Plain,  or  in  the  Air  fublime 
Upon  the  wing,  or  in  fwift  race  contend, 
As  at  th'  Olympian  games,  or  Pytbian  fields : 
Part  curb  their  fiery  Steeds,  or  fhun  the  goal 
With  rapid  wheels,  or  fronted  Brigads  form. 
As  when,  to  warn  proud  Cities,  War  appears 
W*g'd  in  thc  troubled  sky,  and  armics  rulh 


To  battle  in  the  Clouds ;  before  each  Van 
Prick  forth  the  airy  Knights,  and  couch  their  fpears 
Till  thickeft  Legions  clofe  :  with  feats  of  arms 
From  either  end  of  heav'n  the  welkin  burns. 
Others,  with  vaft  Typbcean  rage,  more  fell 
Rend  up  both  rocks  and  hills,  and  ride  the  air 
In  whirlwind  :  Hell  fcarce  holds  the  wild  uproar. 
As  when  Alcides,  from  Oecbalia  crown'd 
With  conqueft,  felt  th'  envenom'd  robe,  and  tore 
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Infrendens  pinus  ruit  ab  radicibus  imis 
Theffalicas,  raptumque  Lichan  de  culmine  torfit 
Oetczo,  Eubokifque  immifit  defuper  undis. 
At  Queis  mitius  ingenium,  convalle  reducta 
Succedunt  umbris,  &  fecum  fila  retractant 
Coeleftis  defueta  lyrae ;   fua  bella  fuorumque 
Indignam  memorant  cladem ;   numerifque  queruntur 
Flebilibus,  fato  cogente  quod  ardua  Virtus 
Vi  fasva.  ruat,  aut  forti  fuccumbat  iniquae. 
Sic  fua  nominibus  praetexunt  crimina  falfis ; 
Sed  numeri  (quid  enim  minus  immortalia  gentis 
Carmina  fidereae  poterant?)  fufpenfa  tenebant 
Tartara,  &  attonita  denfatas  aure  catervas. 
At  procul  &  temere  fufi  fuper  avia  montis 
Pars  laeti  eloquio  (quod  carmine  dulcius  ipfo 
Infinuare  amat  in  peclus)  fermonibus  altis 
Oble&ant  animos,  rerumque  arcana  requirunt ; 
Quos  tenuere  altercantes  Fatumque  Voluntafque 


Through  pain  up  by  the  roots  Tbejjfalian  Pines, 
And  Liehas  from  the  top  of  Oeia  threw 
Into  th'  Euboic  Sea.     Others  more  mild, 
Retreated  in  a  filent  valley,  fing 
With  notes  Angelical  to  many  a  harp 
Their  own  Heroic  deeds,  and  haplefs  fall 
By  doom  of  battle :  and  complain  that  Fate 
Free  Virtue  fhould  inthrall  to  Force  or  Chance. 
Their  Song  was  partial ;  but  the  Harmony 


(What  could  it  lefs  when  Spirits  immortal  fmg  ?) 
Sufpended  Hell,  and  toolc  with  ravifliment 
The  thronging  audience.     In  difcourfe  more  fweet, 
(For  Eloquence  the  Soul,  Song  charms  the  Senfe) 
Others  apart  fat  on  a  Hill  retir'd, 
In  thoughts  more  elevate ;  and  reafon'd  high 
Of  Providence,  Foreknowledge,  Will,  and  Fate  ; 
Fix'd  Fate,  free  Wili,  Foreknowledge  abfolute; 
And  found  no  end,  in  waadring  mazes  loft. 


Atque 


LIBER     SECUNDUS.  75 

Atque  Dei  mens  alta ;   Futuri  gnara  Dei  mens, 
Sed  Fati  lex  fixa,  &  fato  avulfa  Voluntas : 
Fruftra !   perpetuis  urget  Nox  denfa  tenebris 
Palantes,  &  ludit  inextricabilis  Error. 
Necnon  multa  Boni  fuper  explicuere  Malique 
Indole ;   quid  faciat  mifcros,  fervetque  beatos  ; 
An  lentum  torpere  animum  ftimulifne  moveri 
Prasftet ;   quid  ftt  Honos,  quid  demum  Infamia  vera : 
Vana  nimis  fru&uque  carens  Sapientia !   falfae 
Sermonum  illecebrse !    Sed  &  hae  mulfere  dolorem, 
Spefque  aluere  breves,  animis  mala  ferre  dederunt 
Fortibus,  ac  triplici  durarunt  pectora  ferro. 
Pars  alia  audaci  excurfu  loca  triftia  late 
Luftrant  turmatim,  fi  quae  plaga  mitior  eflet 
Orbe  novo,  miferifque  magis  fpirabilis  aether. 
Quatuor  hi  ripis,  funefta  ut  littora  ducunt, 
Diverii  rapuere  vias,  ubi  quatuor  amnes 
Arva  fecant  Erebi,  totidemque  per  ora  voluti 
Flumina  dira  vomunt  flammanti  immifla  paludi. 

Of  good  and  evil  much  they  argifd  then,  With  ftubborn  patience,  as  with  triple  fteel. 

Of  happinefs  and  final  mifery,  Another  part,  in  Squadrons  and  grofs  Bands, 

Paffion  and  Apathy,  and  Glory  and  Shame ;  On  bold  adventure  to  difcover  wide 

Vain  wifdom  all,  and  falfe  Philofophy :  That  di&nal  world  (if  any  Clime  perhaps 

Yet,  with  a  pleafing  forcery,  could  charm  Might  yield  them  eafier  habitation)  bend 

Pain  for  a  while,  or  anguilh  ;  and  excite  Four  ways  their  flying  March,  along  the  banks 

Fallacious  hope,  or  arm  th'  obdurate  breaft  Of  four  infernal  Rivers,  that  difgorge 

K  2  Hic 
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Hic  effudit  aquas  implacati  horridus  amnis 

Styx  Odii :   hic  fqualens  Acheron  moerore  profundo 

Volvitur  ater,  iners  ;   tum  flu&um  trifte  fonantem 

Urget  Cocytus,  nomen  cui  faeva  dederunt 

Lamenta  horrendas  volgo  exaudita  per  undas : 

Extremus  Phlegethontis  atrox  ebulliit  aeftus 

Igne  fluens,  rabiemque  animat,  geminatque  furores. 

Lethceus  procul  hinc  tacitos  tardo  agmine  fluctus 

Rivus  agit,  variifque  vagans  oblivia  ducit 

Flexibus ;   hinc  quicunque  haurit,  monumenta  prioris 

Expungit  vitae,  lu&ufque  &  gaudia  delet. 

Hunc  ultra  fluvium  aeterna  denfata  pruina 

Terra  jacet  late  informis,  rapidifque  procellis 

Turbinibufque  agitata  feris,  &  grandine  dira, 

Quae  firmo  durata  folo  coalefcit  acervos 

In  rigidos,  veterifque  imitatur  fragmina  molis. 

Hinc  atque  hinc  circum  horrefcit  nix  alta  geluque, 

Ore  patens  rabido  gurges,  Serbonta  qualis 


Into  the  burning  Lake  their  baleful  ftreams : 

Abhorred  Styx,  the  flood  of  deadly  hate ; 

Sad  Acberon,  of  forrow,  black  and  deep  ; 

Cccytus,  nanVd  of  lamentation  loud 

Heard  on  the  rueful  ftream;  iierce  Pblegetbon, 

Whofe  waves  of  torrent  iire  inflame  with  rage. 

Far  ofF  from  thefe,  a  flow  and  filent  ftream, 

Letbe,  the  river  of  Oblivion,  rolls 

Her  wat'ry  Labyrinth ;  whereof  who  drinks, 


Forthwith  his  former  ftate  and  being  forgets, 
Forgets  both  joy  and  grief,  pleafure  and  pain. 
Beyond  this  fiood  a  frozen  Continent 
Lies  dark  and  wild,  beat  with  perpetual  ftorms 
Of  Whirlwind,  and  dire  Hail ;  which  on  firm  land 
Thaws  not,  but  gathers  heap,  and  ruin  feems 
Of  ancient  pile  :  all  elfe,  deep  Snow  and  Ice : 
A  gulf  profound  as  that  Serior/ian  Bog 
'Twixt  Damiata,  and  mount  Cajius  old ; 
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Vafta  palus  Damiatam  intcr  Cajiumque  cacumen 
Antiquum,  innumeras  acies  quai  fasva  recepit 
Immani  barathro  abforptas ;   furit  efferus  ardor 
Aere  fub  gelido  &  concretum  frigus  adurit. 
Huc  olim,  quotcunque  luunt  commifla  fub  Orco, 
Harpyiis  tracli,  Furiarumque  unguibus  uncis, 
Deveniunt ;   hic  dira  pati  contraria  diris 
Aiperaque  alternis  jufli  mutare,  per  ipfas 
Afperiora  vices :   flammarum  e  gurgite  vixdum 
Emerfus  Calor  sthereae  divinior  auras 
Frigoribus  torpet  duris,  mollifque  animai 
Fixa  gelu  natura  riget ;   quotiefque  recurrens 
Hora  vocat,  fsevos  torrenda  refertur  in  ignes. 
Quoque  dolor  crefcat,  Lethcea  hzec  flumina  crebro 
Tranfmittunt  curfu,   &  multum  luctantur  anheli 
Labra  fere  lambente  oblivia  ducere  lympha. 
Fata  obftant,  vetitumque  vadum  terrore  Medufa 
Gorgonio  cingit  frendens :    quin  fponte  recedit 

Where  Armies  whole  have  funk:   the  parching  Air  Periods  of  time;  thence  hurried  back  to  Fire. 

Burns  frore,  and  Co!d  performs  th1  effeft  of  Fire.  They  ferry  over  this  Lethean  Sound 

Thither  by  harpy-footed  Furies  hal'd,  Both  to  and  fro,  their  forrow  to  augment; 

At  certain  revolutions  all  the  damn'd  And  wiih  and  ilruggle,  as  they  pafs,  to  reach 

Are  brought ;  and  feel  by  turns  the  bitter  change  The  tempting  ftream,  with  one  fmall  drop  to  lofe 

Of  fierce  extremes,  extremes  by  change  more  fierce :  In  fw-eet  forgetfulnefs  all  pain  and  woe, 

From  beds  of  raging  Fire  to  ftarve  in  Ice  AU  in  one  moment,  and  fo  near  the  brink : 

Their  foft  Ethereal  warmth,  and  there  to  pine  But  Fate  withftands ;  and  to  oppofe  th'  attempt 

Immoveable,  infix'd,  and  frozen  round,  Medufa  with  Gorgonian  terror  guards 

Unda 
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Unda  fugax  fallitque  avidos,  quo  more  fefellit 

Tantaleas  fauces. Trepido  fic  agmine  trifles 

Erravere,  vaga?  fine  lege,   fine  ordine,  turmse, 
Pallentes  vultu  immani  gelidoque  rigentes 
Membra  metu ;   Sors  dira  premit,  nec  meta  laborum, 
Nec  rcquies ;    palant  obfcura  no&e  per  umbras, 
Per  moeftas  late  valles  atque  Alpium  iniqua 
Per  juga,  feu  denfata  gelu,  feu  livida  flammis ; 
Antra,  lacus,  fcopulos,  loca  morte  horrentia  late : 
Qus  Pater  omnipotens  nigris  devota  creavit 
Aufpiciis,  atque  apta  raalo ;   qua  nulla  refulget 
Vitai  facies ;   Lethum  undique  &  undique  Terror. 
Hic  partu  producm  fero  cuncta  improba,  cuncta 
Nafcuntur  portenta,  infanda,  inamaenaque  vifu  : 
Qualia  nec  vates  finxere,  nec  horruit  unquam 
Credulitas ;   graviora  omni  miracula  monftro, 
Gorgonibufque^  Hydrifque,  triformifque  igne  Chim<zr<e. 
Efferus  interea  Satanas  Hominifque  DEique 


The  Ford ;  and  of  it  felf  tlie  water  flies 
All  tafte  of  living  wight,  as  once  it  fled 
The  lip  of  Tantalus.     Thus  roving  on 
In  confus'd  march  forlorn  th'  advent'rous  Bands, 
With  fhudd'ring  horror  pale,  and  eyes  agaft, 
View'd  firft  their  lamentable  lot,  and  found 
No  reft :  through  many  a  dark  and  dreary  Vale 
They  pafs'd,  and  many  a  Region  dolorous 
Cer  many  a  frozen,  many  a  fiery  Alp, 


Rocks,  Caves,  Lakes,  Fens,  Bogs,  Dens,  and  fhades 

A  univerfe  of  death,  with  G  o  d  by  curfe    [of  death ; 

Created  evil,  for  Evil  only  good  : 

Where  all  life  dies,  death  lives ;  and  Nature  breeds 

Perverfe,  all  monftrous,  all  prodigious  things, 

Abominable,  inutterable ;  and  worfe 

Than  Fables  yet  have  feign'd,  or  Fear  conceiv'd, 

Gorgons,  and  Hydras,  and  Chimitras  dire. 

Mean  while  the  Adverfary  ofGoD  and  Man, 
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Idem  hoftis,  magnum  flammato  pectore  cceptum 
Volvit  atrox ;   Erebi  ad  portas  pernicibus  alis 
Urget  iter  durum  folus,  jam  littora  dextra 
Jamque  finiftra  petens ;   celeris  libramine  pennae 
Nunc  altum  radit ;   nunc  rurfus  ad  ignea  fertur 
Sublimis  Convexa.     Ut  pendula  nubibus  altis 
(Noctibus  aequa  dies  ubf  Etefia  flabra  reducit) 
Apparet  longe  Claflis,  quam  thuris  odori 
Multa  mole  gravem  dives  Gangetica  tellus 
Emifk;    notum  illa  fecans  mercantibus  aeftum 
Certa  procul  juga  montis  adit,  noctuque  per  zequor 
/Ethiopufji  tendit,  proramque  obliquat  in  auftros. 
Talis  erat  Satance  procul  exfurgentis  Imago: 
Ingentes  tandem  muros  confpexit  Averni 
Fornicis  horrendi  fummum  contingere,  &  alte 
Portas  ter  triplices  invictam  opponere  molem. 
Ter  fefe  circum  aera  tulerunt,  ter  grave  ferri 
Pondus,  ter  rupes  adamantina  ;    faeva  vibrantum 

Sdtan,  with  thoughts  inflam'd  of  higheft  defign,  OiTernate  and  TUore,  vvhence  Merchants  bring 

Puts  on  fvvift  wings,  and  to\v'rds  the  gates  of  Hell  Their  fpicy  drugs:  they  on  the  Trading  Flood 

Explores  his  folitary  flight :  fometimes  Through  the  wide  jEtkicfian  to  the  Cape 

He  fcours  the  right-hand  coaft,  fometimes  the  left :  p]y>  ftemming  nightly  tow'rd  the  Pole  :  So  feem'd 

Now  lhave's  with  level  wing  the  Deep  ;  tlien  foars  Far  ofF  the  flying  Fiend.     At  laft  appear 

Up  to  the  fiery  Concave  tow'ring  high.  Heil  bounds,  high-reaching  to  the  horrid  Roof, 

As  when  far  offat  Sea  a  Fleet  defcry'd  And  thrice  threefold  the  Gates :   three  folds  were 

Hangs  in  the  clouds,  by  yEquinoaial  winds  Three  Iron,  three  of  Adamantine  Rock;      [Brafs, 

Clofe  failing  from  Bengala,  or  the  Ifles  Impenetrable,  impaTd  with  circling  Fire, 

Flam- 
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Flammarum  illaefos  armarunt  fpicula  poftes. 
Tum  Formae  horrificae  dextra  laevaque  fedebant; 
Altera  foeminea  facie  fpectanda  fuperne, 
Zonae  pulchra  tenus ;    fed  turpiter  exit  in  anguem, 
Squamofum,  ingentem,  finuofa  volumina  vaftae 
Oftentans  caudae,  ftimuloque  armata  trifulco. 
Complexu  mediam  cingens  inferna  cantim  vis 
Cerbereos  pandit  ridtus  &  voce  tremenda 
Infonat ;   hi  matris  fubeuntes  vifcera,  fiquod 
Forte  malum  accedat,  nota  ftabulantur  in  alvo, 
Latratufque  iterant,  ventremque  ululatibus  implent. 
Non  tam  deformes  miferae  quondam  inguina  Scyllce 
Vexavere  Canes  merfantis  gurgite  membra, 
Trinacrice  raucis  Calabros  qui  dividit  oris : 
Nec  fic  horrendae,  Sagam  quas  cingere  fama  eft 
No&ivagam,  quoties  nimbo  volat  a&a  per  auras 
Sanguinem  odorata  infantum,  &  feftina  fororum 
Ferales  venit  ad  choreas ;   irata  recondit 

Yet  unconfum'd.     Before  the  Gates  there  fat  If  ought  diiturb'd  their  noife,  into  her  womb, 

On  either  fide  a  formidable  Shape ;  And  kennel  there ;  yet  there  ftill  bark'd,  and  how'ld 

The  one  feem'd  Woman  to  the  waift,  and  fair ;  Within  unfeen.     Far  lefs  abhorr'd  than  thefe 

But  ended  foul  in  many  a  fealy  fold,  Vex'd  Scylla,  bathing  in  the  Sea  that  parts 

Voluminous  and  vaft,  a  Serpent  arm'd  Calabria  from  the  hoarfe  Trinecrian  Ihore  : 

With  mortal  fting.     About  her  middle  round  Nor  uglier  follow  the  Night-Hag,  when  calTd 

A  cry  of  Hell-Hounds  never  ceafing  bark'd  In  fecret,  riding  through  thc  Air  Ihe  comes 

With  wide  Cerberian  mouths  full  loud,  and  rung  Lur'd  with  the  fmell  of  infant  blood,  to  dance 

A  hideous  Peal ;   yet,  when  thcy  lift,  would  creep,  With  Lafland  Witches,  whik  the  lab'ring  Moon 

Luna 
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Luna  caput,  dirifque  ftigit  conterrita  Sacris. 

Altera  Formarum  (poterat  fi  Forma  vocari 

Umbra  rudis  membrifque  carens)  terroribus  omnes 

Evicit  Furias,  Noclemque  Erebumque  tenebris. 

Tum  jaculum  lethale  quatit :    qua  frontis  imago 

Cernitur,  effigies  celfi  diadematis  ardet. 

Jamque  propinquabat  Satanas ;  jam  fede  relifta 

Adverfis  late  fpatians  fe  pailibus  effert 

Monftrum  ingens,  immane ;   domus  tremit  omnis  Averni. 

Miratur  vifum  hoc  cceli  implacabilis  Hoftis ; 

Miratur,  neque  enim  metuit :   nomllle  creati 

Horreret  quidquam  aut  fugeret :   Timor  unicus  Olli 

Magnus  erat  Pater,  &  magnum  Patris  Incrementum. 

Ipfe  indignanti  tandem  prior  ore  locutus : 

Unde  venis,  quam  te  memorem,  Forma  horrida,  turpem 
Aufa  mihi  frontem  torvofque  opponere  vultus, 
Ad  portas  iter  hinc  claudens  ?  hac  tendere  certum  eft, 
Nec  te  obteftabor :   dignas  dabis,  improbe,  pcenas, 

Eclipfes  at  their  charms.     The  other  Shape,  With  horrid  ftrides :  Hell  trembled  as  he  ftrode. 

(If  Shape  it  might  be  call'd,  that  Shape  had  none  Th'  undaunted  Fiend  what  this  might  be  admir'd  ; 

Diftinguifhable  in  member,  joint,  or  limb  ;  Admir'd,  not  fear'd.     God  and  his  S  o  n  except, 

Or  fubftance  might  be  calTd  that  fhadow  feem'd,  Created  thing  not  valued  he,  nor  fhun'd ; 

For  each  feem'd  either : )  black  it  ftood  as  Night,  And  with  difdainful  look  thus  firft  began  : 
Fierce  as  ten  Furies,  terrible  as  Hell,  Whence,  and  What  art  thou,  execrable  Shape, 

And  fhook  a  dreadful  dart :  what  feem'd  his  Head,  That  dar'ft,  though  grim  and  terrible,  advance 

The  likenefs  of  a  Kingly  Crown  had  on.  Thy  mif-created  Front  athwart  my  way 

Satan  was  now  at  hand  ;  and  from  his  feat  To  yonder  gates  ?    Through  them  I  mean  to  pafs, 

The  Monfter  rr.oving  onwaid  came  as  faft  That  be  affur'd,  without  leave  ask'd  of  thee. 

L  Ni 
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Ni  fugis  hinc  praeceps,  certa  jam  clade  docendus, 
Quam  male  cum  Divis  Soboles  contendat  Averni. 

Cui  Spectrum  haec,  kx  impatiens :   Tune  aetheris  ifte 
Defertor,  Tune  ifte,  fidem  qui  primus  in  oris 
iEthereis  nec  laefa  prius  fanctiiiima  rupit 
Foedera ;   quem  comitata  ducem  pars  tertia  cceli 
Intulit  arma  ferox  fupremo  infanda  Tonanti : 
Qui  deinde  hic  tecum  triftes  aeterna  fevero 
Exilio,  &  mcefto  confumunt  faecula  luclu  ? 
Tuque  inter  fuperas  Orco  damnate  Cohortes 
Te  numeras  ?    Tune  infanos  faftufque  minafque 
Hic  fpiras  Me  Rege,  animumque  quod  acrius  urat, 
Rege  Tuo  Dominoque  ?    Fuge  hinc,  repete  ocius  antrum 
Tartareum ;   fuge,  Defertor,  pernicibus  alis, 
Ne  Te  viperei  cunctantem  verbere  flagri 
Infequar ;    aut  hujus  femel  iclum  cufpide  teli 
Corripiat  dirus  tremor,  infolitique  dolores. 

Haec,  lingua  fimul  horrenda  vultuque  minatus, 

Retire,  or  tafte  thy  folly,  and  learn  by  proof,  To  wafte  eternal  days  in  woe  and  pain  ? 

Hell-born  !  not  to  contend  with  Spirits  of  Heav'n.  And  reckon'ft  Thou  thy  felf  with  Spirits  of  Heav^n, 

To  whom  the  Goblin  full  of  wrath  replyM  :  Hell-doomM?  and  breath'ft  defiance  here  and  fcorn, 

Art  thou  that  Traitor-Angel,  art  thou  He,  Where  I  reign  King,  and  to  enrage  thee  more, 

Who  firft  broke  peace  in  Heav'n,  and  Faith,  till  Thy  King  and  Lord  ?    Back  to  thy  punifhment, 

then  Falfe  fugitive,  and  to  thy  fpeed  add  wings ; 

Unbroken  ;  and  in  proud  rebellious  arms  Left  with  a  whip  of  Scorpions  I  purfue 

Drew  after  him  the  third  part  of  Heav  Vs  Sons,  Thy  lingring ;  or  with  one  ftroke  of  this  dart 

Conjur'd  againft  the  Higheft  :  for  which  both  Thou  Strange  horror  feize  thee,  and  pangs  unfelt  beforc. 
And  They,  outcaft  from  God,  are  here  condemn'd        So  fpake  the  griefly  Terror ;  and  in  fhape, 

Dixit; 
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Dlxit ;  &  immanem  media  inter  dicta  furorem 
Concipit  Os  torvum  &  decies  deformius  horret. 
Parte  alia  ingenti  Satanas  ftetit  efferus  ira 
Imperterritus ;   ac  furialis  more  Cometae 
ArSloo  ardentis  coelo  per  maxima  longe 
Sideris  anguiferi  fpatia,  &  ferale  rubenti 
Czefarie  peftem  fpargentis  &  horrida  bella, 
Exarfit.     Capiti  alterius  grave  vulnus  Uterque 
Intentat ;   neque  enim  plus  fimplice  deftinat  idhi. 
Jamque  truces  dat  Uterque  minas,  velut  aethere  binae 
Hinc  atque  hinc  nimbis  8c  multo  fulmine  foetae 
Fronte  petunt  frontem  Nubes  fuper  aequora  late" 
Cafpia  pendentes;   dum,  rauca  canentibus  Euris 
Claflica,  turbato  trepident  cbncurrere  ccelo. 
Sic  utrinque  graves  fe  opponunt  cominus  Hoftes 
Frontibus  adverfis,  tenebrafque  horrentis  Averni 
Ingeminant ;   fic  compofiti  ftant  viribus  aequis : 
Scilicet  hofte  pari  neutrum  certamina  pofthac 


So  fpeaking,  and  fo  threat'ning,  grew  tenfold 
More  dreadful  and  deform.     On  th'  other  fide 
Incens'd  with  indignation  Satan  ftood 
Unterrify'd  :  and  like  a  Comet  burn'd, 
That  fires  the  length  of  Opbiucus  huge 
In  th"  Arftic  Sky,  and  from  his  horrid  hair 
Shakes  Peftilence  and  War.     Each  at  the  head 
LevePd  his  deadly  aim  j  their  fatal  hands 
No  fecond  ftroke  intend :  and  fuch  a  frown 


Each  caft  at  th'  other,  as  when  two  black  Cloud* 

With  HeavVs  ArtilPry  fraught,  come  rattling  o» 

Over  the  Cafpian ;  then  ftand  front  to  front, 

Hov'ring  a  fpace,  till  Winds  the  fignal  blow 

To  join  their  dark  encounter  in  mid  air. 

So  frown'd  the  mighty  Combatants,  that  Hell 

Grew  darker  at  their  frown ;  fo  match'd  they  ftood  : 

For  never  but  once  more  was  either  like 

To  meet  fo  great  a  foe.    Aiid  now  great  deeds 


L    2 


Plus 
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Plus  femel  ulla  manent.     Jamque  afpera  bella  frementem 

Mifcuerant  Erebum ;   ni  Saga  informis,  Averni 

Cui  data  portarum  &  durze  cuftodia  clavis, 

Viperea  kfe  cauda  immififTet,  acerbum 

Exululans :    Quid  dextra  parat,  Pater  improbe,  Natum 

Unigenam  contra?     Quae  te  dementia,  Nate, 

Arripit,  in  patrium  caput  ut  tela  horrida  vibres  ? 

Quemque  juvas,  noftin'  ?    Illum,  qui  te  aethere  ab  alto 

Prasftantem  penfa  irridet,  tibi  quae  fua  cunque 

Ira  dedit,  (fas  Ipfe  vocat)  vos  Ira  tremendo 

Merfura  exitio.    His  didtis  pacata  reduxit 

Peftis  acerba  manum.     Satanas  dein  talia  contra : 

Mira  adeo  tibi  vox,  adeo  nova  perculit  aures 
Attonitas,  paulum  ut  retrahat  cun&ata  furorem 
Dextera,  dum  doceas,  quid  fis  atque  unde,  Biformis : 
Quid  me  jam  primo  confpectam  in  valle  falutas 
Tartarea,  jadlafque  Tui  Spedtrique  parentem 
Illius :   Haud  equidem  memini,  nec  triftius  olim 

Had  been  atchiev'd,  whereof  all  Hell  had  rung;  Whate'er  his  wrath,  which  He  calls  Juftice,  bids; 

Had  not  the  Snaky  Sorcerefs  that  fat  His  Wrath,  which  one  day  wifl  deftroy  ye  both. 
Faft  by  Hell  Gates,  and  kept  the  fatal  Key,  She  fpake,  and  at  her  words  the  helli/h  Peft 

Ris'n,  and  with  hideous  outcry  ruih'd  between.  Forbore  :  then  thefe  to  her  Satan  return'd : 

O  Father,  what  intends  thy  Hand,  lhe  cry'd,  So  ftrange  thy  outcry,  and  thy  Words  fo  ftrange 

Againft  thy  only  Son  ?    What  Fury,  O  Son,  Thou  interpofeft,  that  my  fudden  hand 

PofTefles  thee,  to  bend  that  mortal  dart  Prevented  fpares  to  tell  thee  yet  by  deeds 

Againft  thy  Father's  Head  ?  and  know'ft  for  vvhom?  What  it  intends;  till  firft  I  know  of  thee, 

For  Him  who  fits  above,  and  laughs  the  while  What  Thingthouart,thusdouble-form'd;  andwhy, 

At  thee  ordain'd  his  drudge,  to  execute  In  this  infernal  vale  firft  met,  thou  call'il 

Te 
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Te  quidquam  afpexi,  nec  monftrum  informius  Illo. 

Olli  deinde  Erebi  portarum  talia  Cuftos : 
Siccine  Tu  noftri  oblitus  ?   tamque  horrida  formse 
Jam  tibi  vifa  meae  fpecies,  pulcherrima  veftro 
Quondam  vifa  choro  ?   quum  magno  adftante  Seraphum 
Concilio,  in  fuperum  forti  fimul  agmine  regem 
Conjuratorum,  extemplo  tentaret  amarus 
Te  dolor,  offufique  incerta  nube  natarent 
Languentes  oculi.     Capite  erupere  feroces 
Undatim  flammarum  aeftus :   pars  deinde  finiftra 
Vulnere  difliliens  vafto  patet ;   unde  repente 
Ipfa  tibi  vultu  placidaque  fimillima  forma 
Et  fulgore  pari,  Dea  cin&a  ardentibus  armis 
Emicui ;   attonitos  Superos  ftupor  occupat  ingens ; 
Horrefcunt,  revocantque  pedem  trepidantius,  Aten 
Clamantes,  veriti  portentum  immane :    fed  ufu 
Nota  magis  tandem  placui ;   captufque  lepore 
Illecebrifque  meis,  quicunque  refugerat  olim, 

Me  Father,  and  that  Phantafm  cairft  my  Son :  Surpriz'd  thee  :  dim  thine  eyes,  and  dizzy  fwum 

I  know  thee  not ;  nor  ever  faw  till  now  In  darknefs ;  while  thy  Head  flames  thick  and  faft 

Sight  more  deteitable  than  Him  and  Thee.  Threw  forth;  tiil  on  the  ieft  fide  op'ning  wide 
T'  whom  thus  the  Portrefs  of  Hell-Gate  rep1y'd:      Likeft  to  thee  in  fhape,  and  count'nance  bright, 

Haft  thou  forgot  me  then  ?  and  do  I  fcem  Then  fhining  heav'nly  fair,  a  Goddefs  arm'd, 

Now  in  thine  eye  fo  foul,  once  deem'd  fo  fair  Out  of  thy  head  I  fprung.      Amazement  feiz'd 

In  Heav'n  ?  when  at  th'  Affembly,  and  in  fight  All  th'  Hoft  of  Heav'n :  back  they  recoiPd,  afraid 

Of  all  the  Seraphim,  with  thee  combin'd  At  firft,  and  call'd  me  Sin ;  and  for  a  fign 

In  bold  confpiracy  againft  Heav'n's  King,  Portentous  held  me :  but  familiar  grown 

All  on  a  fudden  miierabie  pain  I  pleas'd,  and  with  attradlive  Graces  won 

Jam 
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Jam  coluit :   Tu  praecipue,  qui  ardore  feroci 

In  me  temet  amans  lsetis  complexibus  ultro 

Gaudebas :   hinc  mi  intumuit  gravis  alvus  onufque 

Concepit  tacitum.     Jam  tum  bella,  horrida  bella 

iEthereis  fremuere  plagis :    hinc  Omnipotenti 

(Quid  fperandum  aliud  ?)     Vidloria  contigit  Hofti : 

Sed  Noftris  fuga,  fed  clades  fuper  ignea  coeli 

Littora  ;   praecipiti  ceciderunt  asthere  in  imum 

Hoc  barathrum,  mecum  acli  una :   mihi  tempore  ab  illo 

Haec  clavis  commifla  ingens  portaeque  potentes 

Servandae ;   quas  me  invita  vis  nulla  recludet. 

Ergo  his  in  tenebris  mcefta  incomitata  fedebam : 

Nec  longum  ;   infelix  alvus  jam  immane  gravefcens 

Horrendum  patitur  motum  infandofque  dolores. 

Haec  tandem  enormis,  quam  confpicis,  haec  tua  Proles 

Perrupit  pavitanti  uterum  divulfaque  fubtus 

Vifcera,  terrificis  imos  cruciatibus  artus 

The  moft  averfe;  Thee  chiefly,  who  full  oft  I  alib  :  at  whkh  time  this  pow'rful  Key 

Thy  felf  in  me  thy  perfett  image  viewing,  Into  my  hand  was  giv*n,  with  charge  to  keep 

Becam'ft  inamour'd ;  and  fuch  joy  thou  took'ft  Thefe  Gates  for  ever  fhut;  which  none  can  pafs 

With  me  in  fecret,  that  my  womb  conceiv'd  Without  my  opV.ing.     Penfive  here  I  fat 

A  growing  burthen.     Mean  while  War  arofe,  Alone  ;  but  long  I  fat  not,  till  my  womb 

And  fields  werefoughtinHeav'n:  wherein  remain'd  Pregnant  by  thee,  and  now  exceffive  grcwn, 

(For  what  could  elfe  ?)  to  our  Almighty  Foe  Prodigious  motion  felt,  and  rueful  throes. 

Clear  Viflory;  to  Our  part  lofs,  and  rout,  At  laft  this  odious  Oftspring  whom  thou  feeft, 

Through  all  the  Empyrean  :  down  they  fell,  Thine  own  begotten,  breaking  violent  way 

Driv'n  headlong  from  the  pitch  of  Heaven  down  Tore  through  my  entrails ;  that  with  fear,  and  pain 

Into  this  Deep ;  and  in  the  general  fall  Diftorted,  all  my  nether  fhape  thus  grew 

Defor- 
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Deformans ;   deinde  ingenitus  celer  exilit  Hoftis 
Tela  vibrans  matrem  contra :   tremebunda  recefli 
Exululans  Haden :  Gemit  omnibus  ampla  cavernis 
Inferni  domus,  horrendumque  remurmurat  Haden. 
Ut  fugi,  infequitur  Speclxum  ;    (non  ira,  libido 
Accendit)  victamque  fuga  trepidamque  Parentem 
Vi  miferam  violans  fceda,  haec  ululantia  monftra 
Progenuit ;   crebris  quae  me  clamoribus  actam 
(Ut  tibi  cernere  erat)  vexant,  conceptaque  in  horas 
Editaque  immenfos  pariunt  fine  fine  dolores : 
Ut  libet,  infanis  repetunt  latratibus  alvum 
Maternam,  indomito  rimantes  vifcera  morfu  : 
Deinde  iterum  erumpunt,  trepidifque  horroribus  angor 
Confcia ;   nec  requies  faevo  fpatiumve  labori. 
Ante  oculos  coram  fiftit  (e{c  horridus  Hades 
Torva  tuens,  idemque  Hoftis  mihi,  Natus  &  idem, 
Accenditque  canum  rabiem ;   quin  me  quoque  Matrem 
Mandere  avet ;   fed  enim  novit  fe  lege  teneri 

TransforrrTd  :  But  He  my  inbred  Enemy  Thefe  yelling  Monfters,  that  with  ceafelefs  cry 

Forth-ifluM,  brandifhing  his  fatal  dart  Surround  me,  as  thou  faw'ft ;  hourly  conceiv'd, 

Made  to  deftroy.     I  fled,  and  cry'd  out  Deatb :  And  hourly  born,  with  forrow  infinite 

Hell  trembPd  at  the  hideous  Name,  and  figh'd  To  me :  for,  when  they  lift,  into  the  womb 

From  all  her  caves,  and  back  refounded,  Death.  That  bred  them  they  returnj  and  howl,  and  gnaw 

I  fled,  but  He  purfiVd ;  (though  more,  it  feems,  My  bowels,  their  repaft  :  then  burfting  forth, 

Inflam'd  with  luft  than  rage)  and  fwifter  far  Afrefh  with  confcious  terrors  vex  me  round, 

Me  overtook  his  Mother,  all  difmayM  :  That  reft  or  intermiflion  none  I  find. 

And  in  embraces  forcible,  and  foul,  Before  mine  eyes  in  oppofition  fits 

Ingendring  with  me,  of  that  rape  begot  Grim  Death,  my  Son  and  Foe,  who  fets  them  on, 

Haud 
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Haud  alia,  exitiumque  epulas  ferale  daturas. 

Sic  vifum  Fato.    Sed  Tu,  Pater,  effuge  telum 

Horrificum  ;   nec  crede  nimis  radiantibus  armis, 
JEthereo  quanquam  ardefcant  conflata  metallo. 
Nulli  fas  aciem  vitare  aut  fiftere  contra 
Letiferam,  &  folo  Superum  Re&ore  domandam. 
Finierat.     Sata?ias  monitus  meliora  furorem 
Continuo  pofuit,  blandoque  haec  reddidit  ore : 

Cara,  Patrem  quae  me  ja&as,  natumque  venuftum 
Oftendis,  noftri  fuper  aethera  pignus  amoris, 
(Quondam  ah  dulcis  amor !  taedet  meminifie  pigetque 
Praeteriti ;   fic  nos  inopina  forte  laceffunt 
Damna  infperata,  &  facies  patet  altera  rerum.) 
Adfum  non  Hoftis ;   fed  moefti  ut  carceris  antro 
Te  cum  prole  tua  eripiam,  &  quot  noftra  tueri 
Jura  aufi,  magnae  fbcios  comitefque  ruinae : 
Hos  propter  munus  fequor  illaetabile  folus, 
Unum  pro  Multis  caput  obje&are  periclis 

And  me  his  Parent  would  full  foon  devour  She  finuVd ;  and  the  fubtle  Fiend  his  loie 

For  want  of  other  prey ;  but  that  he  knows  Soon  learnM,  now  milder;  and  thus  anfwer'd  fmooth: 

His  end  with  mine  involv'd,  and  knows  that  I  Dear  Daughter,  fince  thou  claim'ft  me  for  thy  Sire, 

Should  prove  a  bitter  morfel  and  his  bane,  And  my  fair  Son  here  fhow'ft  me,  (the  dear  pledge 

Whenever  that  fhall  be  :  fo  Fate  pronounc'd.  Of  dalliance  had  with  thee  in  Heav'n,  and  joys 

But  thou  O  Father,  I  forewarn  thee,  fhun  Then  fweet,  now  fad  to  mention,  thro'  dire  change 

His  deadly  Arrow ;  neither  vainly  hope  BefaU'n  us,  unforefeen,  unthought  of)  know 

To  be  invuln'rable  in  thofe  bright  Arms,  I  come  no  Enemy :  but  to  fet  free 
Though  temper'd  heav'nly  :  for  that  mortal  dint,       From  out  this  dark  and  difmal  houfe  of  pain, 

Save  He  who  reigns  above,  none  can  refift.  Both  Him  and  thee,  and  all  the  heav'nly  Hoft 

Haud 
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Haud  veritus,  qusecunque  viam  per  inane  Profundum 
Tentanti  occurrant ;   fpatii  dum  templa  peragrans 
Incertam  quaero  fedem,  quam  fama  futuram 
Praedixit  quondam  Divis,  nunc  plurima  figna 
Surrexifle  canunt,  ingenti  mole  rotundam, 
Felices  terras,  confinia  lucida  cceli. 
Has  adeo  nova  fortitur  de  ftirpe  recenti 
Condita  Gens;    ibi  quos  vicibus  fuccedere  noftris 
Forte  Deus  ftatuit,  fupera  paulum  arce  remotos, 
Ne  nimiis  aucta  agminibus  cceleftia  Regna 
Hinc  alias  agitent  lites.     Nunc  hoccine  agatur, 
An  lateat  quidquam  fecretius,  impiger  infto 
Quaerendi  cupidus  :    quaefito  deinde  revertar, 
Vofque  locos  referam  laetos,  qua  pace  ferena 
Tecum  Hades  tuus  in  longum  dominabitur  aevum ; 
Qua  fpatiari  auris  in  mollibus  inter  odores 
Continget ;   praedaeque  fames  faturabitur  omni 
Luxurie,  explebitque  avidiflima  vota  Libido. 

Of  Spirits,  that  in  our  juft  pretenfes  arm'd,  Perhaps  our  vacant  room ;  though  more  iemov'd, 

Fell  with  us  from  on  high.     From  them  I  go  Left  Heav'n  furcharg'd  with  potent  multitude 

This  uncouth  En-and  fole  ;  and  One  for  All  Might  hap  to  move  new  broils.    Be  this,  or  ought 

My  felf  expofe,  with  lonely  fteps  to  tread  Than  this  more  fecret,  now  defign'd  ;  I  hafte 
Th'  unfounded  Deep,  and  through  the  void  Immenfe     To  know :  and  this  once  known,  fhall  foon  retum, 

To  fearch  with  wandring  queft  a  place  foretold  And  bring  ye  to  the  place,  where  Thou,  and  Death, 

Should  be,  and  by  concurring  figns  ere-now,  Shall  dwell  at  eafe;  and  up  and  down  unfeen 

Created  vaft  and  round ;  a  place  of  blifs  Wing  filently  the  buxom  air,  imbalm'd 

In  the  purlieus  of  Heav'n:  and  therein  plac'd  With  odours :  there  ye  fhall  be  fed,  and  fuTd 

A  race  of  upftart  Creatures,  to  fupply  Immeafurably ;  all  things  fhall  be  your  prey. 

M  His 


9o  LIBER     SECUNDUS. 

His  dictis  vultus  incendit  utrique  Voluptas ; 
Informique  Hades  diftorquens  ora  cachinno 
Horrendum  rifit :   iibi  tam  fpolia  ampla  parari 
Gaudet,  &  immani  ingluvies  falit  improba  plaufu. 
Quin  dedit  haud  alios  Genitrix  turpiflima  rifus 
Exultans,  fimul  ipfa  fuo  lic  fata  parenti : 

Gurgitis  inferni  magna  hasc  mihi  tradita  Clavis 
Arbitrio  torquenda  meo :    dedit  omnipotens  Rex 
Servandam,  prohibetque  adamantina  folvere  clauftra. 
Ante  fores  telo  ferali  fummovet  Hades 
Vim  cunctam,  &  late  victor  genus  omne  animantum 
Defpicit.     At  quid  Ego  imperium  morer  Omnipotentis  ? 
Me  faevo  premit  Ille  odio,  hasc  in  Tartara  mifit 
Funefta,  has  tenebras;   hoc  munere  vexat  iniquo, 
Indigenam  coeli  &  quondam  fupera  aftra  colentem : 
En  queis  tormentis  terrorumque  agmine  quanto 
Circumdat,  fcetufque  ingrati  ululatibus  urget 
Vifcera  luctifico  morfu  materaa  vorantis. 

He  eeasM :  for  both  feem'd  highly  pleas'd,  and  Death  ready  ftands  to  interpofe  his  dart, 

Grinn'd  horrible  a  ghaftly  fmile,  to  hear       \Death  Fearlefs  to  be  o'ermatch'd  by  living  wight. 

His  famine  fhould  be  fiird ;  and  bleft  his  maw  But  what  owe  I  to  His  commands  above 

Deftin'd  to  that  good  hour :  no  lefs  rejoic'd  Who  hates  me,  and  hath  hither  thruft  me  down 

His  Mother  bad,  and  thus  befpake  her  Sire  :  Into  this  gloom  of  Tartarus  profound, 

The  Key  of  this  infernal  Pit  by  due,  To  fit  in  hateful  Office  here  confin'd, 

And  by  command  of  HeavVs  all-pow'rful  King,  Inhabitant  of  Heav'n,  and  heav'nly-bom, 

I  keep ;  by  him  forbidden  to  unlock  Here  in  perpetual  agony,  and  pain ; 

Thefe  Adanuntine  Gates.    Againil  all  force  With  terrors,  and  with  clamors  compafs'd  round, 

Tu 
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Tu  verd  vitae  mihi  fons,  Tu  fanguinis  auctor 
Atquc  animae :   cui  mc  potius  praeftarc  fidelem, 
Quemve  fequi  malim  ?     Quin  Te  duce  regna  beata 
Luce  nova  accedam,  fuperumque  admifla  quietis 
Laeta  Choris,  carpam  dulces  ignara  laborum 
Delicias  j   folioque  fruar  Te  propter  amoeno, 
Quale  decet  caram,  Genitor,  tua  gaudia,  Natam. 

Dixerat :   &  Clavcm  demiflam  a  pedtore,  Clavem 
Horrendam,  unde  omnes  noftri  fluxere  dolores, 
Corripit ;   undantifque  ad  portas  agmina  caudae 
Turpia  convolvens,  ingentia  pondera  ferri 
Serrati  fublime  levat  -y  quae  tota  labore 
Vis  Stygia  immani  jun#oque  attollere  nifii 
Plurima  tentaffet  nequicquam,  Haec  fuftulit  una. 
Jamque  ferae  flexus  propere  fcrutata  recurvos, 
Duratos  ferro  folidove  adamante  refigit 
Vecles,  clauftra,  obices :   Ingenti  protinus  aclu 
Infernae  refilire  fores,  &  cardine  fulmen 

Of  mine  own  brood,  fhat  on  my  bowels  feed  ?  Sad  inftrument  of  all  our  woe,  flie  took ; 

Thou  art  my  Father,  Thou  my  Author,  Thou  And  tow'rds  the  Gate  rolling  her  beftial  train, 

My  Being  gav'ft  me ;  whom  fhould  I  obey  Forthwith  the  huge  Portcullis  high  up-drew, 

But  thee  ?  whom  follow  ?  Thou  wilt  bring  me  foon  Which  but  herfelf,  not  all  tiie  Stygian  Pow'rs 

To  that  new  world  of  light  and  blifs,  among     "  Could  once  have  mov'd :  then  in  the  key-hole  turns 

The  Gods  who  live  at  eafe,  where  I  fhall  reign  Th'  intricate  Wards,  and  every  Bolt  and  Bar 

At  thy  right  hand  voluptuous,  as  befeems  Of  mafly  Iron,  or  folid  Rock,  with  eafe 

Thy  daughter  and  thy  darling,  without  end.  Unfaftens.     On  a  fudden  open  fly 

Thus  faying,  from  her  fide  the  fatal  Key,  With  impetuous  recoil  and  jarring  found 

M  2  Stri- 
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Stridenti  fbnere  horrificum,  quo  Tartara  motu 
QuafTa  tremunt  late,  atque  Erebi  domus  ima  remugit. 
Pandere  Quae  potuit  portas,  compagibus  arclis 
Claudere  nefcivit.     Stabant  late  bipatentes, 
Quanto  fe  fpatio  fluitantia  figna  fecutus 
Explicet  extendens  vaftas  Exercitus  alas 
Ordinibus  laxis,  cum  belligero  comitatu, 
Quadrigis  &  equis :   tantum  patuere  vomentes 
Hinc  atque  hinc  veluti  magno  fornacis  ab  ore 
Candentem  flammam  undantifque  volumina  fumi. 
Continuo  ante  oculos  cani  Secreta  Profundi 
Apparent ;   fine  forma  horrens,  fine  limite,  opacus 
Panditur  Oceanus :   vafto  Menfura  barathro 
Omnis  ibi  periit,  Tempus  periere  Locufque. 
Nec  non  Naturae  Proavi  Nox  caeca  Chaofque 
Bella  iterant  fremitu  aeterno,  rixifque  fruuntur. 
Pugnat  &  Humori  Ariditas,  Frigufque  Calorque 
Inter  fe  adverfum  luctantur,  &  acriter  omnes 

Th'  infernal  doors ;  and  on  their  hinges  grate  Before  their  Eyes  in  fudden  view  appear 

Harfh  Thunder,  that  the  loweft  bottom  fhook  The  fecrets  of  the  hoary  Deep ;  a  dark 

Of  Erehus.     She  open'd  ;  but  to  fhut  Illimitable  Ocean  without  bound,  [height, 

Excell'd  her  pow'r  :  the  Gates  wide  open  ftood,  Without  dimenfion  ;    where  length,  breadth,  and 

That  with  extended  wings  a  banner'd  Hoft  And  time,  and  place  are  loft ;  where  eldeft  Night 

Under  fpread  Enfigns  marching  might  pafs  through,*  And  Cbaos,  Anceftors  of  Nature,  hold 

With  Horfe  and  Chariots  rank'd  in  loofe  array :  Eternal  Anarchy,  amidft  the  noife 

So  wide  they  ftood,  and  like  a  Furnace  mouth  Of  endlefs  Wars,  and  by  confufion  ftand.      [fierce 

Caft  forth  redounding  fmoke,  and  ruddy  flame,  For  Hot,  Cold,  Moift,  and  Dry,  four  Champions 

De 
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De  rcgno  certant  Pugilcs :    in  praelia  ducit 
Quifque  fuas  Atomorum  acies,  quae  figna  fecutse 
Diverfa,  &  varias  varia  fub  imagine  partes, 
Hze  levibus  cin&ae  telis,  gravioribus  illae, 
Condenfae  agglomerant :    Barcce  quot  littus  arenas 
Solibus  exuftum  jaclat  torrenfve  Cyrene, 
Tot  numeris  fervent,  Ventifque  hinc  inde  citatae 
Belligeris,  librant  pennas.     Quem  maxima  cingit 
Pars  Atomum,  fceptrum  Ule  gerit  mutabile  punclo 
Temporis :    hic  lites  dirimens  Chaos  arbiter,  ipfas 
Auget  &  ingeminat,  caeci  fundamina  regni. 
Proximus  Huic  rerum  Cafus  moderatur  habenas. 
In  vaftum  hoc  barathrum  (quo  fe  Natura  capaci 
Prima  utero  effudit,  quod  foriitan  ipfa  fepulcrum 
Inveniet ;   qua  nec  terrae  nec  certa  videntur 
iEquora,  non  ignes  certi,  non  aeris  aurae, 
Confufa  at  moles  pugnas  habitura  perennes, 
Ni  fors  Omnipotens  venturae  femina  vitae 

Strive  here  for  Malfry,  and  to  Battle  bring  And  by  decifion  more  embroiis  the  fray, 

Their  embryon  Atoms.     They  around  the  flag  By  which  he  reigns :  next  him  high  Arbiter 

Of  each  his  Faftion,  in  their  fevVal  Clans,  Cbance  governs  ail.     Into  this  wild  Abyfs, 

Light-arm'd,  or  heavy,  fliarp,  fmooth,  fwift,  or  flow,  (The  womb  of  Nature,  and  perhaps  her  Grave) 

Swarm  populous:  un-number'd  as  the  Sands  Of  neither  Sea,  nor  Shore,  nor  Air,  nor  Fire, 

Of  Bsrca  or  Cyrene,s  torrid  foil,  But  all  thefe  in  their  pregnant  caufes  mix'd 

Levy'd  to  fide  with  warring  Winds,  and  poife  Confus'dly ;  and  which  thus  mrjft  ever  fight, 

Their  lighter  wings.  To  whom  Thefe  moft  adhere,  (Unlefs  th' Almighty  Maker  them  ordain 

He  rules  a  moment.    Ckaos  Umpire  fits,  His  dark  materials  to  create  more  Worlds) 

His 
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His  tenebris  premat,  atque  alios  hinc  deftinet  orbes) 
Hoc  adeo  in  barathrum,  ftans  margine  triftis  Averni 
Cautior  emifit  Satanas  mirantia  longe 
Lumina,  continuitque  gradum  &  difcrimina  volvit 
Magna  viae ;   nec  enim  inde  freti  fpatia  arcr.a  tuetur. 
Nec  diris  minus  horrefcunt  clangoribus  aures 
Attonitae  (fi  fas  parvis  componere  magna) 
Quam  fonitu  cum  fzeva  fremens  Bellona  minaci 
Tormentis  turres  quatit  &  nutantia  late 
Moenia ;   vel  coeli  penitus  compage  foluta 
Si  rumpant  Elementa  fidem,  altifonanfque  procella 
Axe  fuo  avolfam  rapido  ruat  impete  terram. 
Jamque  fugam  parat,  atque  alarum  carbafa  tendit, 
Fumoque  ut  curru  nebularum  invectus  opaco 
Spernit  humum,  &  nifu  confurgit  in  ardua  longe 
Impavido ;   fedes  cum  tandem  infida  relabens 
Corruit.     Ille  repente  tremens  plaufifque  laborans 
Nequicquam  pennis  cecidit  per  multa  Profundi 

Into  this  wild  Abyfs  the  wary  Fiend  In  mutiny  had  from  her  Axle  torn 

Stood  on  the  brink  of  Hell,  and  look'd  a  while,  The  ftedfaft  Earth.     At  laft  his  Sail-broad  Vans 

PondVing  his  Voyage ;  for  no  narrow  Frith  He  fpreads  for  flight ;  and  in  the  furging  fmoke 

He  had  no  crofs.     Nor  was  his  ear  lefs  peal'd  Uplifted  fpurns  the  ground :  thence  many  aLeague, 

With  noifes  loud  and  ruinous,  (to  compare  As  in  a  cloudy  Chair,  afcending  rides 

Grcat  things  with  fmall)  than  when  Bdlona  ftorms  Audacious ;  but  that  feat  foon  failing,  meets 

With  all  her  batt'ring  Engines,  bent  to  rafe  A  vaft  Vacuity.     All  unawares 

Some  Capital  City ;  or  lefs  than  if  this  frame  FluttVing  his  pennons  vain,  plumb  down  he  drops 

Of  Heav'n  were  falling,  and  thefe  Elements  Ten  thoufand  fathom  deep  :  and  to  this  hour 

JUge" 
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Jugera ;   &  adhuc  caderet,  ni  adverfo  turbine  Nubes 
Occurfans  flammifque  &  fulphure  fceta  retortum 
Vi  rapida  totidem  fpatia  in  fublime  tuliftet. 
Hasc  ubi  tempeftas  pofuit,  camo  obfitus  alto 
Limofam  cadit  in  Syrtem ;    (nec  dicere  terram 
Nec  pelagus  poflis)  male  cocta  coagula  iniquis 
Jam  calcat  pedibus  Satanas,  jam  commovet  alas, 
Velaque  anhelanti  nifu  remofque  fatigat. 
Qualis  congefto  Gryphem  fpoliaverit  auro 
Si  furtim  Scytha,  pradonem  pedibufque  fecuta 
Et  pennis  montes  ultra  vallefque  paluftres 
Urget  Avis.     Satanas  fic  denfa  &  rara  locorum, 
Afp'ra,  angufta  avidus  vincit ;   per  flumina  fertur, 
Per  vada,  per  clivos ;   membris  fimul  omnibus  alifque, 
Innatat,  &  cadit,  ingreditur,  ferpitque,  volatque. 
At  vocum  interea  variarum  diflbnus  horror 
Fulmineo  per  Inane  cavum  clangore  refultans 
Ingeminat,  fremituque  obfeflas  verberat  aures. 

Down  had  been  falling,  had  not  by  ill  chance  Purfues  the  Arimafpian,  who  by  ftealth 

The  ftrong  tebuff  of  fome  tumukuous  Cloud,  Had  from  his  wakeful  cuftody  purloin'd 

Inftincl:  with  Fire  and  Nitre,  hurried  him  The  guarded  Gold :  fo  eagerly  the  Fiend 

As  many  miles  aloft.     That  fury  ftay'd,  0'er  bog,  o'er  fteep,  through  ftrait,  rough,  denfe, 

QuenchM  in  a  Boggy  Syrtis,  neither  Sea,  or  rare, 

Nor  good  dry  Land,  nigh  founder'd  on  he  fares,  With  head,  hands,  wings,  or  feet,  purfues  his  way; 

Treading  the  crude  confiftence,  half  on  foot,  And  fwims,  or  finks,  or  wades,  01  creeps,  or  fiies. 

Half  fiying :  behoves  him  now  both  Oar  and  Sail.  At  length  an  univerfal  Hubbub  wild 

As  when  a  Gryfon,  through  the  Wildernefs  Of  ftunning  founds,  and  voices  all  confus'd, 

With  winged  courfe  o'er  Hill,  or  moory  Dale,  Born  through  the  hollow  Dark  affaults  his  ear 

Huc 


96  LIBER     SECUNDUS. 

Huc  Satanas  recla  grefTum  imperterritus  urget, 
Hac  fiquem  in  turba  civem  nigrantis  Abyffi 
Viderit;   ut  norit,  quae  proxima  ducat  euntem 
Semita  vicinas  luci  caliginis  oras. 
Ecce  autem  fubito  ante  oculos  fe  regia  pandit 
Ampla  ChauSj  vaftumque  fuper  diffufa  Profundum 
Pendent  terrifici  tentoria  nigra  Tyranni. 
Juxta  majeftate  pari  pullata  refedit 
Trifti  Nox  folio,  rerum  antiquifltma,  magni 
Alta  Chaus  confors :    laterique  hinc  adftitit  Orcus, 
Inde  Erebus,  nomenque  horrendum  Demogorgon : 
Queis  fubeunt  Cafus  Ru?norque,  Tu??iultus,  &  exlex 
Seditio,  innumerifque  fonans  Difcordia  linguis. 

His  ergo  auda&er  Satanas :   O  qui  ima  Profundi 
Imperio  longe  premitis  lateque  filentum 
Cuftodes  tenebrarum,  6  Nox  antiqua  Chaofque, 
Nullae  hic  infidiae ;   non  hic  Speculator  oberro, 
Nec  regni  pacem  meditor  violare  ferenam. 

With  loudeft  vehemence.     Thither  he  plies  The  Confort  of  his  Reign  :  and  by  them  ftood 

Undaunted,  to  meet  there  whatever  Pow'r  Orcus,  and  Hades,  and  the  dreaded  name 

Or  Spirit  of  the  nethermoft  Abyfs,  Of  Demogorgon  :  Rumor  next,  and  Chance> 

Might  in  that  noife  refide ;   of  whom  to  ask  And  Tumult,  and  Confufton  all  imbroil'd, 

Which  way  the  neareft  coaft  of  darknefs  lies,  And  Difcord  with  a  thoufand  various  mouths. 
Bordering  on  light.  When  ftrait  behold  the  Throne         T*  whom  Satan  turning  boldly,  thus  :   Ye  Pow'rs, 

Of  Chaos,  and  his  dark  Pavilion  fpread  And  Spirits  of  this  nethermoft  Abyfs, 

Wide  on  the  wafteful  Deep.     With  him  inthron'd  Chaos  and  Antient  Night !    I  come  no  Spy 

Sat  Sable-vefted  Night,  eldeft  of  things,  With  purpofe  to  explore,  or  to  difturb, 

Haud 
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Haud  ultro  loca  pcr  deferta  plagafque  patentes, 
(Hinc  quippe  ad  lucem  nobis  via)  molior  atrum 
Incomitatus  iter :    regionum  ambage  maligna 
Deceptus,  nulloque  vagans  du&ore  requiro 
Semita  qnse  ducat,  qua  fe  coeleftibus  oris 
Umbrarum  adjungunt  hnes.     Aut  fiqua  Tyrannus 
iEtheris  a  veftra  nuper  ditione  revulfa 
Vi  loca  poflideat,  Sedes  mihi  quaeritur  ifta 
Per  ferale  Profundum :    erranti  oftendite  curfum 
Certius ;    hinc  vobis  veniet  non  fordida  merces. 
Sedem  iftam  manibus  veftris  tenebrifque  vetuftis 
Si  reddam  (quas  caufa  viae  eft)  NoSlifque  reponam 
Vexilla  antiquas ;   Vos  inde  abducite  fructus, 
Sit  VindicTa  Meum.     Cui  flc  grandasvus  Anarcha 
Vultu  turbato  &  lingua  titubante  remifit : 
Advena,  te  memor  agnofco :   Tu  fcilicet  Ifte  es 
Dux  Superum  impavidus,  qui  cceli  bella  Tyranno 
Haudpridem  intentans  immanibus  excidit  aufis. 

The  fecrets  of  your  Realm ;  but  by  conftraint  To  your  behoof :  if  I  that  Region  loft, 

WandVing  this  darkfome  Defart,  as  my  vvay  All  ufurpation  thence  expe!l'd,  reduce 

Lies  through  your  fpacious  Empire  up  to  Light,  To  her  original  darknefs,  and  your  fway, 

Alone,  and  without  guide,  half  loft,  I  feek  (Which  is  my  prefent  journey)  and  once  more 

What  readieft  path  leads  where  your  gloomy  bounds  Ereft  the  Standard  there  of  Antient  Nigbt ; 

Confine  with  Heav'n  :  or  if  fome  other  place  Yours  be  th'  Advantage  all,  mine  the  Revenge. 
From  your  Dominion  won  th'  Ethereal  King  Thus  Satan ;  and  him  thus  the  Anarch  old, 

PoflefTes  lately,  thither  to  arrive  With  faultring  fpeech,  and  vifage  incompos'd, 

I  travel  this  Profound.    Direft  my  courfe  j  Anfwer'd  :   I  know  thee,  Stranger,  who  thou  art ; 

Direfted,  no  mean  recompenfe  it  brings  That  mighty  leading  Angel,  who  of  late 

N  Vidi 
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Vidi  Egomet  fenflque  fatis ;   nec  tot  legionum 
Agmina  per  trepidum  fallebant  acla  Profundum : 
Sic  Clades  cladi  ingeminata,  Ruina  ruinas 
Succeflit ;   iic  ufque  novae  formidinis  alis 
Prascipitata  Fuga  eft,  Horrorique  ingruit  Horror : 
Tanta  fimul  cceli  portis  effufa  fuperbis 
Vis  Divum  victrix  profugos  undavit  in  Hoftes. 
Hic  vigil  excubias  extremo  in  limite  fervo, 
Has  fi  relliquias  regni  defendere  poffim, 
Quantulacunque  adeo  pars  fit;   quam  noftra  refringunt 
Diflidia,  &  NoSiis  fceptrum  venerabile  laxlunt. 
Primum  Orcus,  tuus  ifte  immani  gurgite  Carcer, 
Deinde  fuperveniens  iEther  novus  &  nova  Tellus, 
Nefcio  quas  Moles  auri  fufpenfa  catena 
Sedibus  incubuere  meis.     Hac  tendere  curfum 
Si  ftatuis,  non  Ionga  via  eft,  fed  fceta  periclis 
Innumeris.     Quin  carpe  gradum,  &  felicibus  (opto) 
Aufpiciis :    Mihi  funt  Strages,  funt  Funera  lucro. 

Made  hcad  againll  HeavVs  King,  tho'  overthrown.  Encroach'd  on  ftill  through  our  inteftine  broiles, 

I  faw,  and  heard ;  for  fuch  a  num'rous  Hoft  Weak'ning  the  Sceptre  of  old  Kight :  firft  Hell, 

Fled  not  in  filence  thro'  the  frighted  Deep,  Your  dungeon,  ftretching  far  and  wide  beneath ; 

With  Ruin  upon  ruin,  Rout  on  rout,  Now  lately  Heav'n  and  Earth,  another  World, 

Confufion  worfe  confounded  ;  and  Heav'n-Gates  Hung  o'er  my  Realm,  Hnk'd  in  a  golden  Chain 

Pour'd  out  by  millions  her  viftorious  Bands  To  that  fide  Heav'n  from  whence  your  Legions 

Purfuing.    I  upon  my  Frontiers  here  If  that  way  be  your  walk,  you  have  not  far ;    [fell. 

Keep  refidence  ;  if  all  I  can  will  ferve  So  much  the  nearer  danger  :  go,  and  fpeed .' 

That  little  which  is  left  fo  to  defend,  Havoc,  and  fpoil,  and  ruin  are  my  gain. 

Finie- 
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Finierat.     Sata?ias  contra  nil  rettulit :   acer, 
Impatienfque  mora,  &  dulci  fpe  littoris  ardens, 
Viribus  inde  novis,  ceu  Pyramis  ardua  flammae, 
Evolat  in  vaftum  Expanfum ;   feptufque  Elcmentis 
Inter  fe  jetemum  indomita  certantibus  ira 
Urget  iter  durum,  gravium  afperiore  laborans 
Mole  periclorum,  quam  cum  tranfmitteret  Argo 
Bofpora  per  fcopulos  &  procurrentia  Saxa : 
Aut  cum  Ithacus  dextram  cautus  vitare  Charybdim^ 
Vix  Scyllam  efFugeret.     Sic  nifu  evaferat  asgro 
Vix  Satanasy  per  mille  viam  difcrimina  quaerens; 
Vix  Satanas :  Sed  mox  Hominem  fuperante  Ruina 
(Qu££  quantaeque  Vices!)   fimul  Ate  Hadefque  fecuti 
Paflibus  haud  aegris  veftigia  dira  legebant : 

Scilicet  id  ccelo  vifum.    Dein  gurgite  in  alto 

iEftus  atrox  vafti  accepit  miracula  pontis, 

Qui  longe  ex  Erebo  fragilis  fpatia  ultima  mundi 

Contigit :   hinc  curfii  alterno  facilique  recurfu 


He  ceas'd,  and  Satan  ftaid  not  to  reply, 
But  glad  that  now  his  Sea  fhould  find  a  ftiore, 
With  freih  alacrity  and  force  renew'd, 
Springs  upward,  like  a  pyramid  of  fire, 
Into  the  wild  expanfe ;  and  through  the  ftiock 
Of  fighting  Elements,  on  all  fides  round 
EnvironM,  winshisway:   harder  befet, 
And  more  endanger'd,  than  when  Argo  pafs'd 
Through  Bofpbtrus,  betwixt  the  juftling  Rocks : 
Or  when  V/yffes  on  the  Larboard  fhun'd 


Cbarybdis,  and  by  th'  other  whirlpool  iteerM. 
So  He  with  difficulty,  and  labour  hard 
Mov'd  on :  with  difficulty  and  labour  He  ; 
But  He  once  paft,  foon  after,  when  man  fell, 
Strange  alteradon  !    Sin  and  Deatb  amain 
Following  his  track  (fuch  was  the  will  of  Heav'n ! ) 
Pav'd  after  him  a  broad  and  beaten  way 
Over  the  dark  Abyfs,  whofe  boyling  Gulph 
Tamely  endur'd  a  Bridge  of  wondrous  length, 
From  Hell  continu'd,  reaching  th'  utmoft  Orb 


N    2 


Tarta- 


ioo  LIBER     SECUNDUS. 

Tartarei  remeant  populi,  illecebrifque  laceffunt 
Mortales,  nifi  quos  Deus  ipfe  DEique  Miniftri 
Tutantur,  cin&ofque  fovent  cceleftibus  alis. 
Jamque  adeo  coeli  Lux  fancla  emittitur  altis 
Arcibus,  inque  finus  Noctis  jaculatur  opacos 
Languidius  jubar  &  dubias  promiffa  diei. 
Hic  fines  Natura  fuos  atque  ultima  regna 
Oftendit :   Chaos  extremis,  velut  obrutus  Hoftis, 
Depulfus  caftris  abit,  exuiturque  furorem. 
Hinc  melius  pergit  Satanas  &  luminis  ignes 
Infequitur  tremulos,  pacatoque  aequore  portum 
Pronus  adit ;    qualis  pofitis  laetiflima  Puppis 
Turbinibus,  defeffa  hieme,  &  lacerata  rudentes. 
Jam  medium  per  Inane  volans,  velut  aere  fudo 
Sufpenfus,  late  explicitis  fe  librat  in  alis, 
Explorans  cceli  flammantia  mcenia  longo 
Didita  circuitu,  nullifque  coercita  metis. 
Ardua  ibi  vivis,  quondam  fua,  regna  tuetur 

Of  this  frail  World  ;  by  which  the  Spirits  perverfe  With  tumult  lefs,  and  with  lefs  hoflile  din ; 

With  eafie  intercourfe  pafs  to  and  fro,  That  Satan  with  lefs  toil,  and  now  with  eafe, 

To  tempt  or  puni/h  mortals,  except  whom  Wafts  on  the  calmcr  wave  by  dubious  light ; 

G  o  d  and  good  Angek  guard  by  fpecial  grace.  And  like  a  weather-beaten  veflel  holds 

But  now  at  laft  the  facred  influence  Gladly  the  Port,  though  Shrouds  and  Tackle  tom  : 

Of  Light  appears,  and  from  the  walls  of  Heaven  Or  in  the  emptier  wafte  refembling  Air, 

Shoots  far  into  the  bofom  of  dim  Night  Weighs  his  fpread  wings,  at  leifure  to  behold 

A  glimmering  dawn :  Here  Nature  firft  begins  Far  off  th'  Empyreal  Heav'n,  estcnded  wide 

Her  fartheft  verge ;  and  Cbats  to  retire,  In  circuit,  undetermin'd  fquare  or  round  : 

As  from  her  outmoft  works  a  brokcn  foe,  With  Opal  Tow'rs,  and  Battlements  adom'd 

Fulgere 
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Fulgerc  Sapphiris,  turrefquc  ardere  Pyropo. 
Nec  procul  inde  auri  rutila  pendere  catena 
Confpicit  hanc  Mundi  molem,  talemque  videri, 
Quale  poli  minimum  Lunam  prope  cernitur  Aftrum. 
Huc  flagrans  odio  indomito  atque  ultricibus  iris 
Efferus,  infandos  celerat  diro  omine  curfus. 

Of  living  Saphirc,  oncc  his  native  fcat :  Of  fmalleft  magnitude  clofe  by  the  Moon. 

And  faft  by,  hanging  in  a  Golden  Chain  Thithcr  full  fraught  with  mifchievous  rcvenge, 

This  pendcnc  world,  in  bigncfs  as  a  ftar  Accurs'd,  and  in  a  curfed  hour  he  hics. 


PARA- 
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TAndem  6  fancta  mihi  falve  Lux,  maxima  coeli 
Primaque  Progenies !  feu  fufum  Numine  ab  ipfo 
Fas  jubar  a^quaevum  Te  dicere :  nam  Deus  eft  Lux, 
Altaque  inacceflae  penetralia  Lucis  ab  omni 
Ssclorum  ferie  incoluit;    Te  fcilicet  ipfam 
Incoluit,  clara  aeternaque  ab  origine  Proles 
Clara,  seterna  fluens,  fan&oque  fmiillima  Patri. 
iEthereum  an  flumen  liquidufque  lubentius  audis 
Rivus?  at  arcanum  cui  fas  recludere  fontem? 
Tu  ccelis  &  fole  prior;    Tu  voce  Supremi 
Audita,  veluti  expanfo  circumflua  velo 
Nigrantes  undas  mundique  Elementa  fovebas 
Jam  primum  difclufa  Chao  informique  Profundo. 

PARADISE    LOST. 

B   0   O   K       III. 

HAil,  holy  Light,  offspring  of  Heav'n  fult-born!  Or  hear'ft  thou  rather  pure  Ethereal  Stream, 

Or  of  th'  Eternal  Co-eternal  beam  Whofe  Fountain  who  fhall  tell?    Before  the  San, 

May  I  exprefs  thee  unblam'dr  fince  God  is  Light,  Before  the  Heav'ns  thou  wert,  and  at  the  voice 

And  never  but  in  unapproached  Light  Of  Go  d,  as  with  a  Mantle  didft  inveft 

Dwelt  from  Etemity;  dwelt  then  in  Thee,  TJie  rifing  world  of  waters  dark  and  deep, 

Bright  efSuence  of  bright  effence  increate !  Won  from  the  void  and  formlefs  Infinite. 

Te 


L  I  B  E  R     T  E  R  T  I  U  S.  103 

Tc  penna  intrepidus  jam  liberiore  revifo 
Gurgite  ab  inferno  remeans,  immane  ferumque 
Tandem  emenfus  iter,  qua  per  loca  fenta  tenebrifque 
Obfita  continuis  cecini  NoSlemque  Chaumquey 
Haud  quali  Orphece  fonuerunt  carmine  Chordas. 
Mufa  dedit  pronum  tentare  iter,  alta  Profundi 
Scrutari  arcana,  aethereafque  evadere  ad  auras, 
Difficilique  pedem  raroque  in  tramite  duxit. 
Te  demum  illasfus  repeto,  Lux  alma,  tuumque 
Agnofco  vitale  jubar ;   tamen  invida  noftris 
Ipfa  negas  te  offerre  oculis,  qui  plurima  inani 
Sefe  circumagunt  motu,  femperque  requirunt 
Nequicquam  optatos  radios  &  amabile  lumen : 
Reftinxit  Nox  tanta  acies,  feu  nubila  faltem 
Vela  premunt.     At  Pieridum  non  fecius  erro 
Avia  per  loca,  divini  perculfus  amore 
Carminis,  aut  umbras,  aut  colles  inter  apricos, 
Aut  fontem  ad  purum.     Te  vero  ante  omnia,  fuavis 

Thee  I  reviSf  now  with  bolder  wing,  And  feel  thy  fov'reign  vital  Lamp :  but  Thou 

Efcap'd  the  Stygian  Pool,  tho'  long  detain'd  Revifn'ft  not  thefe  Eyes,  that  roll  in  vain 

In  that  obfcure  fojourn ;  while  in  my  flight  To  find  thy  piercing  ray,  and  find  no  dawn ; 

Through  utter  and  through  middle  darknefs  born,  So  thick  a  Drop  Serene  hath  quench'd  their  Orbs, 

With  other  notes  than  to  th'  Orphean  Lyre,  Or  dim  Suffufion  veil'd.     Yet  not  the  more 

I  fung  of  Chaos,  and  eternal  Nigbt ;  Ceafe  I  to  wander,  where  the  Mufes  haunt 

Taught  by  the  heavV.ly  Mufe  to  venture  down  Clear  Spring,  or  fhady  Grove,  or  funny  HilJ, 

The  dark  defcent,  and  up  to  re-afcend,  Smit  with  the  love  of  facred  Song  :  but  chief 

Tho'  hard,  and  rare.     Thee  I  revifit  fafe,  Thee,  Sicn,  and  the  flow'ry  Biooks  beneath, 

Te 
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Te  Siony  variofque  iinu  referentia  flores 
Quae  facros  allapfa  pedes  tibi  garrula  lambunt 
Flumina,  nocturnus  repeto ;    memorique  revolvo 
Mecum  animo  Par  dulce  Virum,  quos  faeva  premebat 
Communis  mihi  Sors  (eadem  modo  fama  maneret  f) 
Mceo?iiden  Thamyrinque ;    &  Phinea  faspe  recordor 
Tirejiamque  antiquum,  orbatos  lumine  Vates. 
Pedtore  ibi  tacito  totus  fruor,  unde  canori 
Sponte  fluunt  numeri,  quales  Philomela  tenebris 
Dat  mediis,  denfa  carmen  modulata  fub  umbra. 
Rite  vices  diverfae  anni,  diverfa  recurrunt 
Tempora :   Sed  mihi  nec  Vefper,  nec  Mane  recurrit 
Alternum  ;    non  Ver  placidum,  aut  maturior  iEffcas 
Florea ;   non  Pecudes,  aut  prona  Armenta  per  agros, 
Non  facies  Divina  Hominis:   Sed  lurida  moeftum 
Caligo  &  Nox  longa  tegit ;   Jucunda  virorum 
Fugere  alloquia  &  \xtx  commercia  vitae. 
Pro  fpecie  rerum  pulchroque  volumine  mundi 

That  wafh  thy  hallowM  Feet,  and  waibling  flow,      Tanes  her  nofturnal  Note.     Thus  with  the  Year 

Nightly  I  vifit :  nor  lbmetimes  forset  Seafons  retum ;  but  not  to  me  returns 

Thofe  other  Two  cquaPd  with  me  in  Fate,  Day,  or  the  fweet  approach  of  Ev'n  or  Morn, 

(So  were  I  equaTd  with  them  in  renown ! )  Or  fight  of  vernal  bloom,  or  Summer's  Rofe, 

Blind  •Thtimyrii,  and  blind  Mteemdet :  Or  flocks,  or  herds,  or  human  face  divine  : 

And  Tircfiat  and  Phineus,  Prophets  old.  But  Cloud  inftead,  and  ever-during  dark 

Then  feed  on  Thoughts,  that  voluntary  move  Surrounds  me,  from  the  chearful  ways  of  men 

Harmonious  Numbers  ;  as  the  wakeful  Bird  Cut  ofF;  and  for  the  Book  of  knowledge  fair 

Sings  darkling,  and  in  Ihadieft  Covert  hid  Prefented  with  an  univerfal  Blank 

His 
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His  oculis  rafam  &  vacuam  Natura  tabcllam 
Offcrt,  &  trifti  delet  mihi  cuncla  litura ; 
Obftruiturquc  omnino  aditus,  quo  pecloris  imas 
Mittitur  in  latebras  facili  Sapientia  porta. 
Ergo  infunde  animo,  cceli  Lux  dia,  benignos 
Uberius  radios,  penetraliaque  intima  mentis 
Illuftra :    meliora  ibi  confere  lumina,  &  omnem 
Inde  fuga  nebulam,  ut  videam  fandtiflima  rerum 
Arcana,  humanifque  ocuiis  impervia  pandam. 

Jam  Pater  omnipotens  flammantibus  aetheris  oris, 
Qua  rutilam  tenet  ante  alias  celftilimus  arcem, 
Lumina  detorquens,  manuum  monumenta  fuarum, 
Quidque  agerent  varii,  nuper  quos  ftruxerat,  Orbes, 
Confpicit :    agglomerant  Divum  fanctiilima  turba, 
Quot  coeli  fupera  aftra  ;   D  e  ique  tuentibus  ora 
Miranda  attonitos  pertentant  Gaudia  fenfus. 
Unicus  ad  dextram,  patrii  fulgoris  Imago, 
Filius  affedit  folio.    Terreftribus  arvis 

Of  Nature's  works,  to  me  expung'd  and  ras'd ;  High  Thron'd  above  all  height)   bent  down  His 

And  Wifdom  at  one  entrance  quite  fhut  out.  Eye, 

So  much  the  rather  thou,  Celeftial  Light !  His  own  works  and  their  works  at  once  to  view. 

Shine  inward,  and  the  Mind  through  all  her  pow'rs  About  Him  all  the  Sanclities  of  Heav'n 

Irradiate  ;  there  plant  eyes :  all  mift  from  thence  Stood  thick  as  Stars,  and  from  His  fight  receiv'd 

Purge  and  difperfe ;  that  I  may  fee  and  tell  Beatitude  paft  uttVance.     On  his  Right 

Of  things  invifible  to  mortal  fight.  The.radiant  Image  of  His  Glory  fat, 

Now  had  th'  Almighty  Fathbr  from  above,  His  only  Son.     On  Earth  He  firft  beheld 

(From  the  pure  Empyrean  where  He  fits  Our  two  firft  Parents  (yet  the  only  two 

O  Pri- 
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Primaevos  cernit  felici  in  fede  Parentes, 
Humani  folos  generis,  per  amcena  recefsus 
Otia  carpentes  purae  immortalia  dona 
Laetitiae,  &  faevi  immunem  Rivalis  Amorem. 
Orcum  parte  alia  interjectaque  gurgitis  ora, 
Atque  ibi  vix  Nodte  emerfum  fuper  aere  fufco 
Defpe&at  Satanam^  radentem  moenia  coeli, 
Defeflifque  alis  optantem  infidere  mundi 
Exteriore  novi  tergo,  qui  flrma  volanti 
Terra  videbatur ;   non  aethere  cindta,  fed  alto 
Oceani  gremio  aut  medias  fufpenfa  per  auras. 
Illum  de  fpecula  fublimi  (unde  omnia  late 
Quae  fuerint,  quae  fint  &  quae  ventura  trahantur, 
Profpectat)  Pater  obfervans,  his  vocibus  ultro 
Alloquitur  Natum  unigenam,  atque  ita  praeicius  infit : 

Unice  Nate,  viden' !   cceli  immaniflimus  Hoftis, 
Quem  nec  clauftra  Erebi,  nec  pondera  vafta  Catenarum 
Ingentum,  nec  lati  Abruptum  informe  Profundi 


Of  Mankind)  in  the  happy  Garden  plac'd, 

Reaping  immortal  fruits  of  joy  and  love  ; 

Uninterrupted  joy,  unrival'd  love, 

In  blifsful  folitude.    He  then  fuivey'd 

Hell  and  the  Gulf  between;  and  Saten  there 

Coafting  the  wall  of  Heav'n  on  this  fide  Night, 

In  the  dun  Air  fublime ;  and  ready  now 

To  ftoop  with  wearied  wings,  and  willing  feet, 

On  the  bare  outfide  of  this  World ;  that  feem'd 


Firm  Land  imbofom'd,  without  Firrr.ament, 
Uncertain  which,  in  Ocean,  or  in  Air. 
Him  G  o  d  beholding  from  His  profpedl  high, 
Wherein  pail,  prefent,  future  He  beholds, 
Thus  to  his  pnly  S  o  n  forefeeing  fpake. 

Only  begotten  S  o  n  !  feeft  thou  what  ragc 
Tranfports  our  Adverfary,  whom  no  bounds 
Prefcrib'd,  no  bars  of  Heli,  nor  all  the  chains 
Heap'd  on  him  there,  nor  yet  the  main  Abyfs 


Gurgi- 
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Gurgitibus  cohibcrc  valet,  quibus  ardeat  iris 
Efferus?     Ufquc  adeo  rabido  fub  pcclore  glifcit 
Vinditta,  auctorem  quondam  lasfura  rcbellem. 
Jamque  Illum  cceli  prope  moenia  lucis  in  oris 
Objicibus  laetum  ruptis  fert  praepes  ad  orbem 
Ala  novum,  meditantcm  Homini,  qui  fedibus  iftis 
SucceiTit,  cladem  infandam ;   feu  perdere  aperta 
Vi  poflit,  iive  infidiis  clam  vertere  coecis, 

Triftius !    Et  vcrtet.     Praeceps  mendacibus  ultro 

Aufcultabit  Homo  illecebris,  folumque  Parentis 
Mandatum,  fola  obfequii  cito  pignora  franget : 
Hinc  una  Ipie  cadet  Sobolefque  infida  ruina. 
Ipfe  fibi  cladis  cafufque  miferrimus  auctor ; 
Non  Ego,  qui  recto  primum  puroque  creato 
Arma  dedi  virefque  habiles :   feu  ftare  volenti 
Seu  labi,  data  labendi  ftandive  facultas. 
Haec  cunctis  nempe  arbitrii  communia  Jura 
Indulii  Supemm  turmis,  quofque  alta  fideles 

Wide  interrupt,  can  hold  ?    So  bent  he  feems  And  eafily  tranfgrefs  the  fole  Command, 

On  defperate  revenge,  that  fhall  redound  Sole  pledge  of  his  obedience  :  fo  will  fall, 

Upon  his  own  rebellious  Head.     And  now  He,  and  his  faithlefs  Progeny.     Whofe  fauk  ? 
Through  all  reftraint  broke  loofe,  he  wings  his  way     Whofe  but  his  own  ?    Ingrate  !    He  had  of  Me 

Not  far  off  Heav'n  in  the  Precinfts  of  Light,  All  he  could  have :  I  made  him  juft,  and  right; 

Direftly  tow'rds  the  new-created  Wcrld,  SufHcient  to  have  ftood,  though  free  to  fall. 

And  Man  there  plac'd ;  with  purpofe  to  affay  Such  I  created  all  th'  Ethereal  Pow'rs,         [fail'd  : 

If  Him  by  force  he  can  deftroy,  or  worfe,  And  Spirits,  both  them  who  ftood,  and  them  who 

By  fome  faHe  guile  pervert :  and  ftiall  pervert ;  Freely  they  ftood  who  ftood,  and  fell  who  fell. 

For  Man  will  hearken  to  his  glozing  Lies,  Not  free,  what  proof  could  they  have  giv'n  fincere 

O  2  Evexit 


108  L  I  B  E  R    T  E  R  T  I  U  S. 

Evexit  Virtus,  &  quos  malus  abflulit  Error ; 
Dos  concefla.  eadem  &  Libertas  omnibus  una. 
Ni  facerem,  fidei  inta&ae  quae  pignora  poflent 
Mi  dare  ?  quas  illis  Egomet  perfolvere  laudes  ? 
At  Me  nil  juviflet  Honos,  nil  omne  placendi 
Officium,  fi  non  fuaderet  laeta  voluntas, 
Si  Ratio,  quae  velle  fuum  fibi  vendicat,  arcris 
Compulfa  imperiis  mihi  fe  non  fponte  dediffet. 
En  Ego  cundta  dedi,  quae  fas ;   nec  jure  licebit 
Aucroremve  queri,  fative  adamantina  vincla. 
Ullane  Lex  fati  gravis,  aut  mea  praefcia  Virtus 
Impediit?    Mene  hanc  illis  decernere  labem? 
Ipfi  decrevere  fibi.     Mea  praefcia  Virtus 
Haud  quidquam  effecit :    fi  non  provifa  fuiflent, 
Noxa  eadem  miferos  leto  muldtaffet  eodem. 
Ego  nil  fati  vis  afpera,  praefcia  nil  mens 
Offecit :    facinus  nullo  cogente  fequuntur, 
Omnigeni  fibi  caufa  mali.     Gens  libera  facta  eft ; 

Of  true  allegiance,  conftant  Faith,  cr  Love?  As  if  Predeflination  over  rul'd 

Where  only  what  they  needs  muft  do  appear'd  ;  Their  will,  difpos'd  by  abfolute  Decree, 

Not,  what  they  would:   What  praifc  cotild  thcy  re-  Or  high  Fore-knowledge.  They  themfelves  decreed 

What  pleafure  I  from  fuch  obedience  paid  ?  [ceive  ?  Their  own  revolt,  not  I.     If  I  fore  knew, 

When  Will  and  Realon  {Reafon  alfo  is  choice)  Fore-knowledge  had  no  influence  on  their  Fault, 

Ufelefs  and  vain,  of  Freedom  both  defpoil'd,  Which  had  no  lefs  prov'd  certain  unforeknovvn. 

Made  paffive  both,  had  ferv'd  neceffity,  So  without  leaft  impulfe  or  fliadow  of  Fate, 

Not  Me.     They  therefore,  as  to  right  belong'd,  Or  ought  by  Me  immutably  forefeen, 

So  were  created  :  nor  can  juftly  accufe  They  trefpafs;  Authors  to  themfelves  in  all,       [fo 

Their  Maker,  or  their  making,  or  their  Fate :  Both  what  they  judge,  and  what  they  choofe ;  for 

Libera 
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Libera  fcmpcr  erit,  tiirpcs  ni  fponte  catenas 
Induerint.     Aliter  primasvam  abolere  necefle  eft 
Naturam,  reternumque  atque  immutabile  foedus 
Solvere,  quo  data  libertas ;   data  munere  noftro 
Libertas ;   fibi  cladem  inhoneftam  &c  crimina  debent. 
Caslicolce  cecidere  olim  fuadentibus  ipfts 
Errantes ;   aluere  malum  fua  pedlora  virus : 
Illi  Hominem  ludunt :    Ergo  Huic  parcetur,  at  Illos 
Ira  manet.      Noftras  i£quum  &  Clementia  laudes 
Sublimes  fuper  aftra  ferent ;   Clementia  princeps ; 
Illa  decus  primum  fibi  vendicat,  Illa  fupremum. 

Hasc  D  e  u  s  ;    &  late  coelum  omne  exhalat  odorem 
Ambrofium  :    Divutn  lectorum  infueta  Voluptas 
Corda  modis  hilarat  miris  atque  ora  ferenat. 
Ante  alios  fummo  longe  praelignis  honore 
Magna  D  e  i  fullit  Soboles :    fedet  omnis  in  Ipfo 
Majeftas  transfufa  Patris ;    Clementia  vultu 
Panditur,  immenfe  rivus  Bonitatis,  Amorifque 

I  form'd  them  frec,  and  free  they  muft  remain,  Throtigh  Hcav'n  and  Earth,  fo  ftiall  my  Glory  ex- 

'Till  they  inthrall  themfelves ;  I  elfe  muft  change  But  Mercy,  firft  and  laft,  ftiall  brighteft  ftiine.  [cell  j. 
Their  Nature;  and  revoke  the  high  Decree  Thus  while  God  fpake,  ambrofial  fragrance  filTd 

Unchangeable,  Eternal,  which  ordain'd  [Fall.  AIl  Heav'n,  and  in  the  blefled  Spirits  Eleft 

Their  Freedom  ;   They  themfeives  ordain'd  their  Senfe  of  new  joy  ineffable  diffus'd. 

The  firft  fort  by  their  own  fuggeftion  fell,  Eeyond  compare  the  Son  of  God  was  feen 

Self-tempted,  fe]f-deprav'd  :   Man  falls,  deceiv'd  Moft  glorious ;  in  Him  all  His  Father.  flion 

By  th'  other  firft  :   Man  therefore  (hall  find  grace ;  Subftantially  exprefs'd ;  and  in  His  Face 

The  other  none :  in  Mercy  and  Juftice  both,  Divine  compaflion  vifibly  appear'd, 

JEtcnii 


no  LIBER     ETRTIUS. 

iEterni  immortale  jubar :   Sermone  benignos 
Sic  aperit  fenfus  animi,  affaturque  Parentem : 

Quam  dulcis  Vox  ifta,  Pater,  quam  plena  favoris, 
Quae  veniam  dignata  Homini !     Tibi  laeta  canoras 
Ergo  feret  laudes  tellus,  tibi  confona  coeli 
Regia,  &  aeternos  folio  ingeminabit  honores. 
Ecquid  Homo  infelix  aeterna.  morte  prematur  ? 
Ille,  tibi  tantum  dilecla,  noviflima  Proles, 
Fraude  mala  illufus  pereat;    quanquam  ipfe  volenti 
Ah  mifer  !   ipfe  animo  fraudem  juvet  ?     Hoc  procul  a  Te, 
Oro,  abfit  procul  Hoc,  Genitor ;    qui  numine  jufto 
Cunclia  regis,  prudens  &  fervantiflimus  vEqui. 
Scilicet  infultans  Hoftis  fibi  plaudet,  atroci 
Vindicla  exfaturans  animum  &  tua  munera  calcans  ? 
Ille  adeo,  quanquam  afperiora  ad  vincla,  redibit 
Ultor  ovans,  fcelerum  &  comites  fociofque  dolorum 
Tartareas  genus  omne  Hominum  devolvat  in  umbras  ? 

D 

Quem  Tibi  finxifti,  Tun'  mundum  hunc  Illius  ergo 

Love  without  end,  and  without  meafure  Grace ;  Fall  circumvented  thus  by  Fraud,  tho'  join'd 

Which  utt'ring,  thus  He  to  His  Father  fpake :  With  his  own  Folly?    That  be  from  thee  far, 

O  Father,  graciousuas  that  Word  which  clos'd  That  far  be  from  thee,  Father,  vvho  art  Judge 

Thy  fov'reign  fentence,  that  Man  ihould  find  grace;  Of  all  things  made,  and  judgeft  only  right. 

For  which  both  Heav'n  and  Earth  fhall  high  extoll  Or  fhall  the  Adverfary  thus  obtain 

Thy  praifes,  with  th'  innu.ner^ble  found  His  end,  and  fruftrate  thine?  fhall  He  falfill 

Of  Hymns  and  facred  Songs,  wherewith  thy  Throne  His  malice,  and  thy  goodnefs  bring  to  nought  ? 

Encompafs'd  fhall  refound  thee  ever  blefs'd.  Or  proud  retum  (though  to  his  heavier  doom,) 

For  fhould  Man  finally  be  loft,  fhould  Man  Yet,  with  rcvenge  accomplifh'd  ?  and  to  Hell 

Thy  Creature  late  fo  lov'd,  thy  youngeft  Son,  Draw  after  him  the  whole  Race  of  mankind, 

Difper- 
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Difpcrdas  ?    Sic  Tc  juftumquc  bonumquc  negabunt, 

Sic  Tibi  dira  fcrcnt  convitia,  vindicc  nullo. 

Cui  deinde  omnipotens  mundi  fic  rettulit  Auctor : 

Nate  mihi  ante  alios  longe  cariftime,  toto 
Nate  recepte  finu,  mea  magna  Potentia,  Verbum, 
Confilium  &  Virtus ;   Animo  tua  di&a  Parentis 
Refpondent  j  jam  mente  eadem  dudum  ipfe  peregi 
InfHtuens  mecum,  8c  ftabilivi  foedere  certo. 
Non  cadet  omne  Hominum  genus :   eripietur  ab  orco 
Qui  volet :   at  non  Velle  fuum  fervabit :   Amore 
Ultro  etiam  oblato  &  noftra  Bonitate  refurget. 
Illi  Ego  rurfus  opes  prifcas  lapfumque  vigorem 
Reftituam;   quanquam  Vitium  &  malefana  Libido 
Vicerunt ;   lethalem  iterum  par  ibit  in  Hoftem 
Noftra  fretus  ope ;    ut  rerum  fortuna  fuarum 
Quam  fit  jam  fragilis,  videat ;    mihi  gratus  ut  uni 
Quotquot  habet  referat  dona  acceptamque  falutem. 
Eft,  quas  dona  mei  lectiflima  Turba  favoris 

By  him  corruptcd  ?    Or  wilt  thou  thy  felf  As  My  Eternal  purpofe  hath  decreed. 

Abolifh  thy  Creation,  and  unmake  Man  fhall  not  quite  be  loft;  but  fav'd  who  will ; 

For  Him,  what  for  thy  Glory  thou  hail  made  ?  Yet  not  of  Will  in  him,  but  Grace  in  Me 

So  ihould  thy  goodnefs,  and  thy  greatnefs  both  Freely  vouchfaf 'd.     Otce  more  I  will  renew 

Be  queftion'd,  and  blafphem'd  without  defence.  His  lapfed  pow'rs,  though  forfeit,  and  inthralTd 

To  whom  the  great  Creator  thus  reply'd.  Byiin  to  foul  exorbitant  defires. 

O  Son,  in  whom  my  foul  hath  chief  ddight,  Upheld  by  Me,  yet  once  more  he  fhall  ftand 

Son  of  my  bofom,  Son  who  art  alone  On  even  ground  againft  his  mortal  foe : 

My  Word,  my  Wifdom,  and  effedual  Might,  By  Me  upheld,  that  he  may  know  how  frail 

All  haft  thou  fpoken  as  My  thoughts  are ;  all  His  fall'n  condition  is,  and  to  Me  owe 

(Sic 
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(Sic  placitum)  uberiora  feret :   Pars  castera  facros 

Saepius  accipient  monitus,  ut  crimina  tandem 

Amoveant,  placentque  ofFenfi  Numinis  iras, 

Dum  Pax  alma  vocat.     Nebulas  Ego  protinus  omnes 

Senfibus  eripiam  cascis,  ac  ferrea  corda 

Voce  vocare  Deum  flectam,  commifla  dolere 

Crimina,  &  obfequium  fummo  praeftare  Parenti. 

Quod  fl  vota  ferant,  doleant  commifTa,  pioque, 

Quod  potis,  adnifi  fludio  mea  juffa  faceffant, 

Nec  furdas  adhibebo  aures,  nec  lumina  claudam. 

Quinetiam  fida  accedet  fub  pedtore  Tudex, 

Confcia  Mens ;   noftram  Illa  vicem  geret,  Arbitra  Recti. 

Quam  fervent  fi  rite  ducem  &  data  rite  fequantur 

Lumina,  tum  majora  ferent :    ita  tramite  recto 

Progrefli,  tandem  optato  fe  littore  fiftent. 

At  fpernent  mea  dona  alii,  fpretifque  carebunt ; 

Cordaque  durati  magis  &  caligine  caecas 

Denfius  obdu&i  mentes,  graviore  prementur 


All  his  deliv'rance,  and  to  none  but  Me. 

Some  I  have  choien  of  peculiar  grace 

Elecl  above  the  reft :  fo  is  My  Will : 

The  reil  ihall  hear  Me  callf  and  oft  be  vvarn'd 

Their  finful  ltate ;  and  to  appeafe  bedmes 

Th'  incenfed  Deity,  while  ofFer'd  grace  • 

Invites.     For  I  will  clear  their  fenfes  dark, 

What  may  fuffice ;  and  foften  ftony  hearts 

To  pray,  repent,  and  bring  obedience  due. 

To  pray'r,  repentance,  and  obedience  due, 


(Though  but  endeavour'd  with  fincere  intent) 

Mine  ear  fhall  not  be  flow,   Mine  eye  not  ihut. 

And  I  will  place  within  tliem  as  a  guide 

My  Umpire  Confcienct ;  whom  if  they  will  hear, 

Light  after  light  well  us'd  they  fhall  attain, 

And  to  the  end  perfifting,  fafe  arrive. 

This  My  long  fufPrance,  and  My  day  of  grace, 

They  who  negleft  and  fcorn,  fhall  never  tafte  ; 

But  hard  be  harden'd,  blind  be  blinded  more ; 

That  they  may  ftumble  on,  and  deeper  fall : 

Funere : 
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Funerc :   ab  His  retrahet  mea  fe  Clcmentia  folis. 
Nec  fatis  Hoc :    legem  fummi  violarc  Parentis 
Aufus  Homo,  &  coeli  perrumpere  foedera,  honorcs 
Divinos  pofcit  dcmens :  jam  degencr,  exfpcs, 
Omnium  inops,  nec  habet  fcelerata  unde  cxpiet  aufa. 
Hinc  Illi  mifens  cladi  asternaeque  ruinse 
Devoto,  limul  infanda  cum  ftirpe,  cadendum : 
Aut  pereundum  llli,  aut  pereat  Divina  necefle  eft 
Juftitia :    immenfum  ni  fponte  Potentior  Alter 
Perfolvat  pretium,  &  mortem  moriendo  repellat. 
Dicite  vos  Supera,  Pietas  ubi  tanta,  Cohortes  ? 
Quis  veftrum  membra  indutus  mortalia  lapfum 
Eripiet  genus,  atque  infbns  pro  fonte  peribit? 
Tantus  Amor  latis  coeli  inveniendus  in  oris  ? 

Dixerat :   aft  Divum  toto  fimul  agmine  turmae 
Omnes  conticuere,  &  facta  filentia  ccelo. 
Ufque  adeo  genti  deerat  Sponforque  Patronufque 
Humanae;   grave  nec  pretium  perfolvere  quifquam 

And  none  but  fuch  from  mercy  I  exclude.  The  rigid  fatisfattion,  death  for  death. 

But  yet  all  is  not  done  :  Man  difobeying,  Say,  heav'nly  Pow'rs,   where  fhall  we  find  fuch 

Difloyal  breaks  his  fealty,  and  fins  [  love  ?  , 

Againft  the  high  Supremacy  of  HeaVn^  Which  of  ye  will  be  mortal  to  redeem 

Affefting  Godhead,  and  fo  lofing  all,  Man's  mortal  crime,  and  juft,  th'  unjuft  to  fave  ? 

To  expiate  his  Treafon  hath  nought  left :  Dwells  in  all  Heaven  Charity  fo  dear? 

But  to  deftruftion  facred  and  devote,  He  ask'd,  but  all  the  Heav'nly  Choir  ftood  mute  ; 

He  with  his  whole  pofterity  muft  diej  And  filence  was  in  Heav'n.     On  man's  behalf 

Die  He  or  Juftice  muft ;  unlefs  for  him  Patron,  or  Interceffor,  none  appear'd ; 

Some  other  able,  and  as  willing,  pay  Much  lefs  that  durft  upon  his  o^vn  head  draw 

P  Aufus, 
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Aufus,  &  immani  caput  obje&are  ruinae. 
Jamque  Hominum  fldrps  tota  omni  viduata  falute 
Conciderat,  morti  durae  damnata  tenebrifque 
iEternis ;    magni  niii  Filius  ipfe  Parentis, 
Cui  fons  divini  larguTimus  undat  Amoris, 
Se  Medium  intulerat,  placido  fic  ore  locutus : 

Gratia,  dixifli  Pater  irrevocabile  verbum, 
Gratia  lapfo  Homini  conceditur :    Ergone  eunti 
Non  aditus  datur,  aut  via  Te  mittente  patebit  ? 
Quam  nullas  tenuere  morae,  quae  prapete  penna 
Omnia  pervolitat  loca ;    quae  diverfa  Animantum 
Saecula,  quot  vivunt,  tua  velocillima  vifens 
Nuntia  fe  fert  fponte,  &  vota  precefque  volatu 
Antevenit.     Felicem  Hominem !     Nam  qua  prece,  vel  quo 
Jam  vultu,  lapfus  tantum  vitiifque  fepultus, 
Poffet  opem  petere  ?     Ut  digne  commifla  piare 

Crimina  ? Me,  memet  Tibi  tradam,  animamque  cadentis 

Ipfe  anima  redimam  noftra :   in  Me  tota  furoris 

The  deadly  forfeiture,  and  ranfom  fet.  The  fpeedieft  of  thy  winged  meffengers, 

And  now  without  redemption  all  mankind  To  vifit  all  thy  creatures,  and  to  all 

Muft  have  been  loft,  adjudg'd  to  Death  and  Hell  Comes  unprevented,  unimpIor'd,  unfought  ? 

By  doom  fevere,  had  not  the  Sok  of  God,  Happy  for  Man,  fo  coming  ;  He  her  aid 

(In  whom  the  fulnefs  dwells  of  Love  divine,)  Can  never  feek,   (once  dead  in  fms,  and  loft) 

His  deareft  Mediation  thus  renew'd.  Attonement  for  himfelf,  or  offering  meet, 

Father,  thy  word  is  paft;  Man  fhall  find  grace :  (Indebted,  and  undone,)  hath  none  to  bring. 

And  fhall  Grace  not  iind  means,   that  finds  her  Behold  Me  then,  Me  for  him :  Life  for  life 

way,  I  offer,  on  Me  let  thine  anger  fall ; 

Vis 
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Vis  cadat.     Ipfe  (inum  veftrum  8c  Tibi  proxima  regna 
Linquam  ultro,  miferans  Hominem :   quin  Ulius  erg6 
Mortem  etiam,  mortifque  afperrima  tela  fubibo. 
Sed  Me  non  longum  imperiis  pallentibus  Hades 
Infultans  premet ;   aeternam  per  Te  mihi  vitam 
Concilias.     Equidem  cedam,  mi  cedere  quantum 
Fas  erit :    Haud  omnis  moriar,  penitufve  fepulchro 
Obruar ;    immaculatam  Animai  fimplicis  auram 
Nunquam  atras  patiere  inter  putrefcere  fbrdes. 
At  referam  attonito  ingentes  ex  Hofte  triumphos, 
At  fpolia  eripiam  oftentata,  ipfumque  domabo 
Vi&orem :    ipfe  Hades  lethali  procidet  idhi, 
Contufofque  animos  6c  fra&a  fatebitur  arma. 
Altus  ego  incedens  fpatiofts  setheris  arvis 
Multa  Erebum  luctantem  indignantemque  catenas 
Acer  agam,  regefque  umbrarum  in  vincula  miflbs 
Oftendam  coelo.     Tu  puro  lumine  lsetus 
Defpedtans  procul  aetherea.  ridebis  ab  arce, 

Account  Me  Man :  I  for  his  fake  will  leave  His  prey,  nor  fuffer  My  unfpotted  Soul 

Thy  bofom,  and  this  glory  next  to  Thee  For  ever  with  corruption  there  to  dwell  ; 

Freely  put  ofF,  and  for  him  laftly  die  But  I  fhall  rife  Victorious,  and  fubdue 
Well  pleas'd.   On  Me  let  Deatb  wreak  all  his  rage.     My  vanquifher,  fpoil'd  of  his  vaunted  fpoil ; 

Under  his  gloomy  pow'r  I  fhall  not  long  Death  his  death's  wound  ihall  then  receive,  and 

Lie  vanquiih'd ;  Thou  haft  giv'n  me  to  poffefs  Inglorious,  of  his  mortal  fting  difarm'd.         [ftoop 

Life  in  My  felf  for  ever ;  by  Thee  I  live,  I  through  the  ample  Air  in  Triumph  high 

Though  now  to  Deatb  I  yield,  and  am  his  due  Shall  lead  Hell  captive,  maugre  Hell,  and  ihow 

All  that  of  Me  can  die.     Yet  that  debt  paid,  The  Pow'rs  of  darknefs  bound.     Thou  at  the  fight 

Thou  wilt  not  leave  Me  in  the  loathfome  grave  Pleas'd,  out  of  Heaven  fhalt  look  down,  and  ftnile ; 

P  2  Diim 
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Dum  vires  Te  dante  tuas  poft  cuncta  fupremum 
Sub  pedibus  calcabo  Haden^  faucefque  fepulchri 
Horribiles  prasda  faturabo  victor  opima. 
Tum  demum  leto  ereptas  noftroque  redemptas 
Sanguine  Dux  referens  turmas,  patria  aftra  revertar ; 
Teque  iterum,  venerande  Pater,  tuaque  ora  videbo 
Explicita,  &  nebulis  irarum  blanda  fugatis. 
Pax  ftabilis  lastamque  ornabit  Gratia  frontem, 
Vividaque  zeternis  manabunt  Gaudia  rivis. 

Conticuit:   vultu  tacitus  fed  perftitit  almo 
Suave  loqui :   ipirat  miti  divinus  in  ore 
Gentem  Amor  humanam  amplexus ;   fuper  omnia  fulget 
In  Patrem  Pietas.     Ceu  victima  lseta  Parentis 
Imperium  magni  expectat.     Stupor  occupat  omnes 
Cselicolas ;   nee  quifquam  ingens  fcrutarier  orfiis 
Arcanum.     Deinde  Omnipotens  fic  voce  remifit : 

O  coelo  terrifque  Homini  Pax  fola  caduco, 
Sola  relicta  Salus !    O  unica  noftra  Voluptas  ! 


While  by  Thee  rais'd  I  ruin  all  My  Foes, 
Deatb  laft,  and  with  his  Carcafs  glut  the  Grave  : 
Then  with  the  multitude  of  My  redeem'd 
Shall  entcr  Heav'n  long  abfent,  and  return, 
Father,  to  fee  Thy  face,  wherein  no  cloud 
Of  anger  fhall  remam  ;  but  peace  affur'd 
And  reconcilement :    Wrath  fhall  be  no  more 
Thenceforth,  but  in  Thy  prefence  Joy  entire. 
His  words  here  ended,  but  His  meek  afpeft 


Silent  yet  fpake,  and  breath'd  immortal  love 

To  mortal  men,  above  which  only  fhon 

Filial  obedience  :  as  a  facrifice 

Glad  to  be  offerM,  he  attends  the  will 

Of  his  great  Father.     Admiration  feiz'd 

All  Heav'n,  what  this  might  mean,  and  whither  tend 

Wond'ring ;  but  foon  th'  Almighty  thus  reply'd  : 

O  Thou  in  Heav'n  and  Earth  the  only  Peace 
Found  out  for  mankind  under  wrath !    O  Thou 
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Scis  bene,  quam  dilecla  Mihi  quzccunque  creavi, 
Utque  Hominem,  noras,  operum  licet  ultima  pars  fit, 
Non  minus  indulgens  foveam.     Te  quippe  propinquo 
Hoc  folio,  Te  complexu  fecedere  noftro, 
Dulce  Decus,  patiar  paulum  nudatus,  ut  ipfum 
Eripiam  penitus  leto  gentemque  caducam. 
Quam  folus  fervare  potes,  Tute  indue  Gentis 
Naturam,  humanofque  artus;   Hominefque  morare 
Inter  Homo,  infueta  mirandum  !    Virginis  alvo 
Quondam  emerfurus,  veniet  cum  tempus :   Ada?no 
Te  natum,  caput  &  fontem  ftirps  nofcet  Ada?ni. 
Omnis  in  Illo  Hominum  gens  lapfa ;   repullulat  in  Te 
Haud  fecus  ac  radice  alia,  cuicunque  renafci 
Contigerit.     Gentem  Noxa  illius,  inquinatiomnem  : 
At  Tua  purgabit  Pietas,  quot  fe  fuaque  ultro 
Abnuerint,  quemcunque  ferent  ea  Fa&a  colorem. 
Per  Te  frondefcent  iterum,  atque  inferta  feraci 
Germina  lzeta  magis  furgent  &  fortia  trunco. 

My  fole  complacence !  well  Thou  know'ft  hovv  dear  By  wond'rous  birth  :  be  Thou  in  Adam's  room 

To  Me  are  all  My  works,  nor  Man  the  leaft  The  Head  of  all  mankind,  though  Jt/am's  Son. 

Though  laft  created ;  that  for  him  I  fpare  As  in  him  perlfh  all  men,  fo  in  Thee, 

Thee  from  My  bofom,  and  right  hand,  to  fave  As  from  a  fecond  root,  fliall  be  reftor'd 

(By  lofing  Thee  a  while)   the  whole  Race  loft.  As  many  as  are  reftor'd;  without  Thee  none. 

Thou  therefore,  whom  thou  only  canft  redeem,  His  crime  makes  guilty  all  his  Sons;   Thy  merit 

Their  Nature  alfo  to  Thy  Nature  join  ;  Imputed  fhall  abfolve  them,  who  renounce 

And  be  Thy  felf  Man  among  men  on  earth,  Their  own  both  righteous  and  unrighteous  deeds : 

Made  flefh,  when  time  fhall  be,  of  Virgin  feed,  And  live  in  Thee  tranfplantcd,  and  from  Thee 

En! 
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En!   (ita  Fas  ^quumque  jubent)  Humana  rependet 
Crimina  Homo ;   mortis  damnabitur ;   inde  refurget, 
Reftituetque  fuo  redivivos  fanguine  Fratres. 
Sic  Odii  inferni  demum  implacabile  virus 
Coeleftis  fuperabit  Amor,  referetque  redemptos 
Morte  fua ;    magno  reparans,  quod  clade  maligna 
Tartara  perdiderant  facili,  nec  perdere  cefTant, 
Oblatum  quoties  fpernit  gens  impia  Amorem. 
Nec  veftram  imminuet  Naturam  Humana.     Supremo 
Quum  par  Ipfe  Deo,  foliique  potitus  eifdem 
Deliciis,  alti  dulciffima  linquere  regni 
Gaudia  digneris,  peritura  ut  faecla  ruina 
Eripias ;   quum  jam  ipfe  minus  natalibus  altis, 
Quam  Meritis,  manifefta  Dei  indubitataque  Proles 
Emineas,  ingenfque  effufo  cedat  Amori 
Gloria ;    (namque  alias  longe  Clementia  laudes 
Exfuperat)  tecum  una  Humanam  ad  fidera  coeli 
Naturam  attolles,  foliique  in  parte  locabis. 


Receive  nevv  life.     So  Man,  as  is  moft  juft, 

Shall  fatisfie  for  Man,  be  judg'd,  and  die ; 

And  dying  rife,  and  rifing  with  Him  raife 

His  Brethren,  ranfom'd  with  His  own  dear  life. 

So  Heav'nly  love  (hall  outdo  Hellifh  hate, 

Giving  to  death,  and  dying  to  redeem, 

So  dearly  to  redeem  what  Hellifh  hate 

So  eafily  deftroy'd,  and  ftill  deftroys 

In  thofe  who,  when  they  may,  accept  not  grace. 

Nor  fhalt  Thou  by  defcending  to  afiume 


Man's  Nature,  leflen  or  degrade  Thine  own. 
Becaufe  Thou  haft  (tho'  ThronM  in  higheft  blifs 
Equal  to  God,  and  equally  enjoying 
God-like  fruition)  quitted  all,  to  fave 
A  world  from  utter  lofs,  and  haft  becn  found 
By  merit  more  than  Birthiight  Son  of  God  : 
Found  worthieft  to  be  fo  by  being  Good, 
Far  more  than  Great,  or  high  ;  becaufe  in  Thee 
Love  hath  abounded  more  than  Glory  abounds ; 
Thcrefore  Thy  Humilistion  fhall  exalt 

Hic 
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Hic  carnis  velo  circumdatus,  hic  Deus  idem, 
Idem  Homo,  mifta  D  e  i  Proles  Hominifque,  fedebis 
Regnator,  fanclaque  palam  perfufus  Oliva. 
En !  tibi  do  regnum  immortale :   Age,  fume  coronam 
Quaefitam  Meritis :    Dominum  Te  celfa  potentem 
Imperia,  auguftaeque  Arces,  Te  Sceptra  fuprema 
Accipient ;   flexoque  pavebit  poplite,  coelum 
Qui  celebrat  terrafque,  imique  Habitator  Averni. 
Cum  fublimis  ovans,  clara.  comitante  Caterva, 
Ibis  per  nubes  late,  auguftumque  Tribunal 
Siderei  proceres  refono  clangore  tubarum 
Indicent,  veniefque  polo  quaeiitor  ab  alto, 
Omnibus  extemplo  a  ventis  mortalia  faecla 
Accedent,  Vivi,  tumulifque  Cadavera  ruptis ; 
Sic  longum  excutiet  cantu  cava  Buccina  fomnum. 
Deinde  tuis  cindhis  Divis  Hominumque  rebelles 
Caelicolumque  malorum  acies  in  jura  vocabis  : 
Illos  confcius  horror  aget,  fugientque  retrorfum 

With  Thee  Thy  Manhood  alfo  to  this  Throne :  When  Thou  attended  glorioufly  from  Heav'n 

Here  flialt  Thou  flt  incamate,  here  fhalt  reign  Shait  in  the  Sky  appear,  and  from  Thee  fend 

Both  God  and  Man,  Son  both  of  God  and  Man,  The  fummoning  Arch-Angels  to  proclaim 

Anointed  Univerfal  King.     All  Pow'r  Thy  dread  Tribunal :  forthvvith  from  all  Winds 

I  give  Thee ;  reign  for  ever,  and  aflume  The  living,  and  forthwith  the  cited  dead 

Thy  Meiits:  under  Thee  as  Head  Supreme  Of  ail  paft  Ages,  to  the  general  Doom 

Thrones,  Princedoms,  Pow'rs,  Dominions  I  reduce:  Shall  haften  :  fuch  a  Peal  fhall  roufe  their  fleep. 

All  knees  to  Thee  (hall  bow,  of  them  that  'bide  Then,  all  thy  Saints  aflembled,  thou  fhalt  judge 

In  Heav'n,  or  Earth,  or  under  Earth  in  Hell.  Bad  men,  and  Angels ;  they  arraign'd  fliall  fink 

Praeci- 
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Praecipites ;   claudent  faturatas  Tartara  fauces. 
Ardentem  interea  rapient  Incendia  Mundum, 
Unde  nova  emerget  Tellus  Coelique,  piorum 
Agmina  quos  celebrent ;   pulfis  ibi  nubibus  aureos 
Ire  dies  multa  ornatos  virtute  videbunt, 
Gaudia  qua  dulces  agitabunt  pura  triumphos, 
Ingenuufque  Amor  &  dirTufo  lumine  Verum. 
Regia  tum  demum  depones  fceptra :   quid  ultra 
Sceptra  valent?     Erit  ipfe  Deus,  Deus  omnia  folus. 
At  colite  Hunc,  Divum  fancta  agmina ;   nofcite  flexis 
Hunc  genubus,  qui  morte  obita  miracula  prasftat 
Talia ;   quafque  Patri,  Nato  perfolvite  laudes. 

Haec  adeo  Omnipotens :   fimul  infremuere  frequentes 
Caelicolae  :    altifonum  late  dant  Agmina  plaufum, 
Innumeras  fonitu  voces  cantuque  beato 
iEthereos  confefTa  choros :    Coelum  omne  repletur 
Lastitia,  aeternaeque  Arces  clangore  refultant. 
Jamque  omnes  flexo  folium  venerantur  utrumque 

Beneath  Thy  Sentence ;  Hell  {her  numbers  full)  God  fhall  be  All  in  All.     But  all  ye  Gcds, 

Thenceforth  fhall  be  for  ever  fhut.     Mean  while  Adore  Him,  who  to  compafs  all  this  dies ; 

The  World  fhall  burn,  and  from  her  afhes  fpring  Adore  the  Son,  and  honour  Him  as  Me. 
New   Heav'n   and  Earth,    wherein  the  juft  Ihall         No  fooner  had  th'  Almighty  ceas'd,  but  all 

And  after  all  their  tribulations  long  [dwell ;  The  multitude  of  Angels  with  a  (hout 

See  golden  days,  fruitful  of  golden  deeds,  {Loud,  as  from  numbers  without  number,  fweet, 

With  Joy  and  Love  triumphing,  and  fair  Truth.  As  from  bleft  voices)  utt'ring  joy;  Heav'n  rung 

Then  Thou  Thy  regal  Sceptre  fhall  lay  by,  With  Jubilee,  and  loud  Hofanna's  fuTd 

For  regal  Sceptre  then  no  more  fhall  need ;  Th'  eternal  Regions.     Lowly  reverent 

Poplite, 
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Poplite,  projiciuntque  facro  fummifla  pavore 
Serta  auri  radiis  intexta  comifque  Amaranti 
Implicitis ;   Amaranti,  aevo  qui  purpurat  omni ; 
Quique  olim  Paradifeo  frondefcere  in  horto 
Orfus ;   at  aethereas  iterum  correptus  ad  arces 
Adami  ob  noxam,  patriis  nunc  laetus  in  oris 
Propter  aquas  Vitaj  placida  fefe  explicat  umbra, 
Quaque  Voluptatis  fortunatiflimus  Amnis 
Splendidior  fluit  ele&ro  florefque  relucens 
Alluit  Ely/ios,  felicibus  imminet  undis. 
Hic  capita  immortalis  honos,  radiataque  luce 
Tempora  Caelicolum  veftit.     Nunc  fufa  per  ardens 
Serta  jacent  fine  lege  fblum,  per  casrula  cceli 
iEquora,  purpureos  interlucentia  flores 
iEthereafque  rofas ;   ut  fulvum  lumen  Jafpis 
Purior  emittit  rutilo  commifla  Pyropo. 
Jamque  iterum  redimiti  aurearum  molha  fila 
Sollicitant  cithararum  (haud  unquam  diflbna  fila 

Tow'rd  either  Throne  they  bovv,  and  to  the  ground  Rolls  o'er  Elyfian  Ftaw'rs  her  amber  ftream : 

"With  folemn  adoration  down  they  caft  With  thefe,  that  never  fade,  the  Spirits  elecl 

Their  Crowns,  inwove  with  Amarant  and  Gold :  Bind  their  refplendent  locks  inwreath'd  with  beamsi 

Immortal  Amarant,  a  Flow'r  which  once  Now  in  loofe  Garlands  thick  thrown  off,  the  bright 

In  Paradife  faft  by  the  Tree  of  Life  Pavement,  that  like  a  Sea  of  Jafper  flione, 

Began  to  bloom  j  but  foon  for  Man's  offence  Impurpled  with  Celeftial  Rofes  fmil'd. 

To Heav'n  remov'd,where  firft  it  grew :  there  grows,  Then  crown'd  again,  their  golden  Harps  they  took; 

And  flow'rs  aloft  fhading  the  Fount  of  Life,  Harps  ever  tun'd,  that  glitt'ring  by  their  fide 

And  where  the  River  of  Blifs  thro'  midft  of  Heav'n  Like  Quivers  hung,  and  with  preanjble  fweet 

O  Nec 
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Nec  dulces  oblita  modos)  quas  more  pharetrae 
Cuique  leves  pendent,  lateri  decus.     Infuper  Ipfi 
Grande  fonant,  lastique  movent  praludia  cantus. 
Nec  Vox  ulla  deeft ;   nec,  quin  bene  concinat,  altis 
Additur  ulla  choris :    Tanta  eft  Concordia  ccelo. 
Te  primum  cecinere,  Pater ;    Te  limite  nullo 
Confcriptum,  Omnipotens  atque  immutabile  Numen ; 
Te  rerum  immortale  Decus,  Regemque  Parentemque 
JEternum  ;    Te  fontem  antiqua;  lucis,  opertum 
Splendore  immenfo,   &  rutilo  fublime  fedentem 
Lucis  inaccefTae  folio ;    niii  mitior  umbra 
Condere  cum  mavis  radios,  nubifque  corufcas 
Endogredi  delubra.     At  nec  fulgoris  acuti 
Spicula  iic  frangi  pofTunt,  quin  ultima  Ccelum 
Permetuat  lucis  veftigia,  &  ipfa  Seraphum 
Majeftas  vultu  timeat  propiore  tueri, 
Obductifque  tegant  trepidantia  Jumina  pennis. 
Te  deinde,  excelfo  Soboles  prognata  Parente, 


Of  charming  fymphony  they  introduce 
Their  facred  Song,  and  waken  raptures  high. 
No  voice  exempt ;  no  voice  but  well  could  join 
Melodious  part :  fuch  Concord  is  in  Heav'n. 

Thee,  Father,  firft  they  fung,  Omnipotent, 
Immutable,  Immortal,  Infinite, 
Etemal  King ;  Thee  Author  of  all  Being, 
Fountain  of  Light,  Thy  felf  invifible 
Anridft  the  glorious  brightnefs  where  thou  fit'ft 


Thron'd  inacceffible  :  but  when  thou  fhad'ft 
The  full  blaze  of  ihy  beams,  and  thro'  a  cloud 
Drawn  round  about  thce  like  a  radiant  Shrine, 
Dark  with  exceffive  Bright  thy  skirts  appear : 
Yet  dazzle  Heav'n,  rhat  brighteft  Seraphim 
Approach  not,  but  with  both  wings  veil  their  eyes. 
Thee  next  they  fung  of  all  Creation  firft, 
Begotten  Son,  Divme  Similitude; 
In  whofe  confpicuous  count'nance,  without  cloud 


Primi- 
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Primigcnam  rerum,  Divinae  6  Lucis  Imago, 

Te  laeti  dixcre ;   illuftri  cujus  in  ore 

Effulget  Pater,  haud  alias  fine  nube  videndus. 

In  Te  clara  Patris  radians  imprefla  moratur 

Gloria,  transfufufquc  ingens  Te  Spiritus  implet. 

Ille  etiam  per  Te  Ccelorum  fumma,  Chorumque 

Condidit  aethercum  ;   Sceptra  ambitiofa  potentum 

Per  Te  disjecit  Procerum.     Non  tempore  in  illo 

Vel  tonitru  Patris  horrcndum  Tu  parcus  agebas ; 

Vel  piger  inftabas  rapidis  auriga  quadrigis, 

Agmina  dum  disjecta  &  colla  rebellia  victor 

Obrueres,  tremerentque  aeterni  mcenia  Cceli. 

Te  multo  reducem  plaufu  excepere  Tuorum 

Agmina,  Te  folum,  6  patriae  veriiTima  Proles 

Virtutis ;   datur  hoftiles  Cui  frangere  turmas, 

Aft  Hominem  mifereri.     Hominem  Tu  fraude  maligna 

Illufum,  Pater  alme,  (ea  Te  Clementia  veftit) 

Haud  tam  crudeles  voluifti  expendere  poenas. 

Made  viiible,  th' Almighty  Father  fhines,  Heav'n's  everlafting  Frame,  while  o'er  the  neck» 

Whom  elfe  no  creature  can  behold.     On  Thee  Thou  drov'ft  of  warring  Angels  difarraid. 

Imprefs'd  th'  effulgence  of  his  Glory  abides ;  Back  from  purfuit  thy  Pow'rs  with  loud  acclaim 

Transfus'd  on  Thee  his  ample  Spirit  refts.  Thee  only  extoll'd,  Son  of  thy  Father's  might, 

He  Heav'n  of  Heav'ns,  and  all  the  Pow'rs  therein,  To  execute  fierce  vengeance  on  His  Foes; 

By  Thee  created ;  and  by  Thee  threw  down  Not  fo  on  Man ;  Him  thro'  their  malice  fall'n, 

Th'  afpiring  Dominations.     Thou  that  day  Father  of  Mercy  and  Grace,  Thou  didft  not  doom 

Thy  Father's  dreadful  Thunder  didft  not  fpare;  So  ftriftly,  but  much  more  to  pity  incline. 

Nor  ftop  thy  flaming  Chariot  wheels,  that  fhook  No  fooner  did  Thy  dear  and  only  Son 

C^2  Te 
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Te  mollis  flexit  Pietas ;   hinc  ubere  rivo 
Exiit,  inque  tui  defcendit  peclora  Nati : 
Dumque  ore  in  patrio  blando  pugnaret  Amori 
Juftitia,  Ille  ardens  litem  componere,  fummi 
Gaudia  deftituit  fblii  &  Tibi  proxima  regna 
Humanum  ob  fcelus,  ac  morti  fefe  obtulit  ultro. 
O  vere  divinus  Amor  !    Clementia  foli 
Concipienda  D  e  o  !    O  Magnum  Patris  Incrementum ! 
iEtemum  6  falve,  Humanae  Stator  optime  Gentis ! 
Te  jam  perpetuam  fumam  mihi,  San&e,  canorae 
Materiem  Citharae  ;    Tuaque  aeternique  Parentis 
Fa6ta  canam,  &  jun&as  mifcebo  in  carmine  laudes. 

Talia  per  coelum  Superi  modulamine  dulci 
Concelebrant,  lastifque  agitant  concentibus  horas. 
At  noftri  interea  Satanas  fuper  Orbis  opaca 
Confidens  fphasra,  cujus  Convexa  fupremo 
Circuitu  dirimunt  radiatos  luminis  ignes 
Difclufos  nigrante  Chao  NoEiifque  vetuftae 

Perceive  Thee  purpos'd  not  to  doom  frail  Man  Shall  be  the  copious  matter  of  my  Song 

So  ftrittly,  but  much  mcre  to  pity  inclin'd  ;  Henceforth ;  and  never  fliall  my  Harp  Thy  praife 

He  to  appeafe  Thy  wrath,  and  end  the  ftrife  Forget,  nor  from  Thy  Father's  praife  disjoin. 

Of  Mercy  and  Juftice  in  Thy  face  difcem'd,  Thus  they  in  Heav'n,  above  the  ftarry  Sphear, 

Regardlefs  of  the  Blifs  wherein  he  fat  Their  happy  hours  in  joy  and  hymning  fpent. 

Second  to  Thee,  offer'd  Himfelf  to  die  Mean  while  upon  the  firm  opacous  Globe 

For  Man's  offence.     O  unexampled  Love  !  Of  this  round  World,  whofe  firft  Convex  divides 

Love  no  where  to  be  found  lefs  than  Divine !  The  luminous  inferior  Orbs,  inclos'd 

Hail  Son  of  God  !  Saviour  of  Men !   Thy  Name     From  Cbaos,  and  th*  inroad  of  Darknefs  old, 

Incurfu) 


LIBER     TERTIUS.  125 

Incurfu,  ftabili  gaudens  inccdit  arena. 
Sphaera  videbatur  longe  ;    nunc  aequore  vafto 
Porrecta  apparet  tellus,  caligine  circum 
Horrens  continua,  ftne  fidere,  turbinibufque 
Indomitoque  Chao  faevifque  obnoxia  nimbis ; 
Pars  modo  languentis  feniit  veftigia  lucis, 
Mcenibus  a  coeli  quae  longe  emifla  refultat 
Subluftris,  rapidifque  minus  vexata  procellis : 
Hic  Sata?ias  latis  folus  fpatiatur  in  arvis. 
Qualis  atrox  Vultur,  Tauri  qua  monte  nivofo 
Meta  vago  praefcripta  Scythcey  de  triftibus  agris 
Praecipitat,  teneros  laetis  in  collibus  agnos 
La&entefve  petens  haedos,  ut  fanguine  fauces 
Expleat :   ad  Gangem  aut  pennis  ablatus  Hydafpe?ny 
Incidit  in  faltus  &  quae  male  pinguia  Seres 
Arva  colunt,  ubi  aperta  tenens  Auriga  Si?ienfis 
Flectit  arundineos  velifque  &  flamine  currus. 
Talis  ventofo  hoc  terra  fuper  aequore  folus 

Satan  alighted  walks.     A  Globe  far  ofF  As  when  a  Vultur  on  Jmaus  bred, 

It  feem'd,  now  feems  a  boundlefs  Continent  (Whofe  fnowy  ridge  the  roving  Tartar  bounds) 

Dark,  wafte,  and  wild,  under  the  frown  of  Night  Diflodging  from  a  Region  fcarce  of  prey, 

Starlefs  expos'd,  and  evsr  threat'ning  ftorms  To  gorge  the  fleih  of  Lambs  or  yeanling  Kids, 

Of  Cbaos  bluft'ring  round,  inclement  Sky  :  On  hills  where  flocks  are  fed,  flies  tow'rd  the  Springs 

Save  on  that  fide,  which  from  the  wall  of  Heav'n  Of  Gar.ges,  or  Hydafpes,  Indian  ftreams  : 

(Tho'  diftant  far)  fome  fmall  refleftion  gains  But  in  his  way  Hghts  on  the  barren  Plains 

Of  glimm'ring  air  lefs  vex'd  with  tempeft  loud.  Of  Sericana,  where  Chinefes  drive 

Here  walk'd  the  Fiend  at  laxge  in  fpacious  field.  With  fails  and  wind  their  cany  Waggons  light : 

Errabat 
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Errabat  Satanas  praedaeque  intentus  agebat; 
Solus  oberrabat ;   neque  enim  loca  nuda  Creati 
Quidquam  aliud  penetrarat  adhuc :   poft  tempore  longo 
Agmine  turbato  levium  &  farragine  rerum 
(Quae  velut  aerii  furfum  huc  fugere  vapores) 
Undique  fervebat  regio,  ut  fallacibus  Ate 
Corda  hominum  inflarat  nugis.     Venere  frequentes, 
Qui  falfas  inhiant  fpecies,  quos  Gloria  curru 
Ventofo  rapit,  &  longae  Spes  credula  famae, 
Falfaque  felicis  ludunt  infomnia  vitae ; 
Quofque  errore  vago  miferi{que  ambagibus  urget 
Caeca  Superflitio,  popularifque  evehit  Aura. 
Hic  avidos  nugarum  animos  ac  vana  morantes 
Digna  manet  Merces,  coeptis  nec  inanibus  impar. 
Hic  quaecunque  rudi  finxit  Natura  labore, 
Confufum  genus,  agglomerant,  refolutaque  terris 
Portenta ;   hic,  rerum  dum  concidat  ardua  moles, 
Circum  incerta  volant :    Quae  Lunam  vana  canentes 

So  on  this  windy  Sea  of  LanJ  tbe  Fiend  Or  hippinefs  in  this  or  th'  other  life  : 

Walk'd  up  and  down  alone,  bent  on  his  prey ;  All  who  have  thcir  reward  on  earth,  the  fruits 

Alone,  for  other  Creature  in  this  place  Of  painful  Superflition,  and  blind  Zeal, 

Living,  or  lifelefs,  to  be  found  was  none  ;  Nought  feeking  but  the  praife  of  men,  here  find 

None  yet,  but  ftore  hereafter  from  the  earth  Fit  retribution,  empty  as  their  deeds. 

Up  hither  like  aereal  vapours  flew,  All  th'  unaccomplifh'd  works  of  Nature's  hand, 

Of  all  things  tranfitory  and  vain,  when  Sin  Abortive,  monftrous,  or  unkindly  mix'd, 

With  vanity  had  fill'd  the  works  of  men :  Diflblv'd  on  earth,  fleet  hither,  and  in  vain, 

Both  all  things  vain,  and  all  who  in  vain  things  Till  final  diflblution,  wander  here : 

Built  their  fond  hopes  of  glory,  or  lalting  fame,  (Notin  theneighb'ringMoon,asfomehavedrearn'd; 

Inco- 
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Incoluiftc  fcrunt :   Sed  lucida  verius  SVva 

Eve&i  fubcunt  Divi,  Heroefquc  bcati, 

Quicjue  Homines  medius  Superis  difterminat  Ordo. 

Huc  primum  veteri  a  mundo  venere  Gigantes, 

Non  bene  junclorum  Proles  infaufta  Parentum, 

Plurima  nequicquam  conati :    huc  deinde  Babeli 

Artiflces;   vanofque,  vetent  ni  fata,  labores 

Jam  repetant.      Alii  nullis  comitantibus  ibant, 

Quique  JEtnam  infiliens  Deus  immortalis  haberi 

Geftiit,  Empedocles ;    quemque  egit  in  alta  cupido 

Indomita  Elyjii^  commentaque  vana  Platonis, 

Demens  Ambracia:  Juvenis.     Glomerantur  &  una, 

Dicere  quos  longum  eft,  fana?  rationis  egentes, 

Una  &  Eremite  fanclorumque  agmina  Fratrum,  9- 

Qiios  fecta  atque  habitu  varios  idem  abftulit  Error. 

Huc,  qui  per  Craniujn  Solymceaque  rura  vagantes 

Illum  inter  tumulos  &  triftia  bufta  requirunt, 

Qui  fedes  dudum  in  patrias  fuaque  aftra  redivit : 

Thofe  argcnt  fields  more  likely  Habitants,  Others  came  fmgle ;  Ke  who  to  be  deem'd 

Tranflated  Saints,  or  middle  Spirits  hold,  A  God,  leap'd  fondly  into  ^Etna  flames, 

Betwixt  th'  Angelical  and  Hnman  kind)  Empedocles :  and  He  who  to  enjoy 

Hither,  of  ill-join'd  Sons  and  Daughters  born,  P/ato^s  Ehf.um,  leap'd  into  the  Sea, 

Firft  from  the  antient  World  thofe  Giants  came,  Cleombreius :  and  many  more  too  long, 

With  many  a  vain  exploit,  tho'  then  ienown'd :  Embryo's,  and  Idiots,  Eremites,  and  Friars 

The  builders  next  of  Balel  on  the  Plain  White,  Black,  and  Grey,  with  all  their  trumpery. 

Of  Sennaar,  and  ftill  with  vain  defign  Heie  Pilgrims  roam,  that  ftray'd  fo  far  to  feek 

New  Babeh,  had  they  wherewithal,  would  build.  In  Golgotba  Him  dead,  who  lives  in  Heav'n  : 

Et 


i28  LIBER     TERTIUS. 

Et  ferrugineas  mortis  jam  in  limine  pallas 

Quot  capiunt,  certo  merituri  pignore  coelum, 

Quique  latere  dolos  niveo  fub  fyrmate  credunt.  * 

Hi  denfis  adeo  agminibus  ftellafque  vagantes 

Prastereunt  fixafque,  &  qui  chryftallinus  Orbis 

Dicitur,  alterno  contorquens  fidera  motu : 

Deinde  Rotam  fuperant,  quae  commovet  omnia,  Primam. 

Jamque  in  veftibulo  coeli  expedtare  videtur 

Claviger  ante  fores  Petrus ;  jam  limine  in  ipfo 

Siftere  fe  properant,  fubito  cum  turbine  fervet 

Ingeminans  utroque  fimul  de  littore  ventus, 

Tranfverfofque  rapit,  fparfofque  per  aera  paflim 

Praecipitat :  fratrum  falientum  membra,  cucullos, 

Reliquias  funefque,  errorum  Infignia  multa 

Convolvi  afpiceres,  rapido  ludibria  vento. 

Inde  procul  mundi  trans  moenia  magna  rotantur 

Altius  in  tra&us,  qui  poftmodo  Regna  cluebant 

Aurea  Stultorum,  populo  celebrata  frequenti ; 

And  they  who  to  be  fure  of  Paradife  Blows  them  tranfverfe  ten  thoufand  leagues  awry 

Dying  put  on  the  weeds  of  Deminic,  Into  the  devious  Air.     Then  might  ye  fee 

Or  in  Frtincifcan  think  to  pafs  difguisM.  Cowles,  Hoods,  and  Habits,  with  their  wearers, 

They  pafs  the  Planets  fev'n,  and  pafs  the  Fix'd,  toft, 

And  that  chryftalline  Sphere  whofe  ballance  weighs  And  flutter'd  into  Rags :  then  Reliques,  Beads, 

The  Trepidation  talk'd,  and  that  Firft  Mov'd  :  Indulgences,  Difpenfes,  Pardons,  Bulls, 

And  now  Saint  Peter  at  HeavVs  wicket  feems  The  fport  of  Winds :  All  thefe  up-whirl'd  aloft 

To  wait  them  with  his  Keys,  and  now  at  foot  Fly  o'er  the  backfide  of  the  World  far  ofF, 

Of  Heav'n's  afcent  they  lift  their  Feet:  when  lo  Into  a  Limbo  large  and  broad,  fince  call'd 

A  violent  crofs  wind  from  either  coaft  The  Paradife  of  Fools ;  to  few  unknown 

Nunc 
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Nunc  inculta  jacet  regio  &  fine  nomine  Tellus. 
Haec  Satanas  longum  palans  loca  nigra  pererrat 
PaiTibus  incertis :   cum  tandem  lucis  amicum 
Exoriens  defefla  jubar  vcftigia  ducit. 
Illac  proripitur ;   molemque  ibi  profpicit  altam 
Eductarn  gradibus  cceli  radiantis  ad  arces 
Magnificis ;   fummo  fublimis  vertice  molis 
Exftabant  auro  Portae  atque  adamante  fuperbaj : 
Tum  kte  ardebant  praecelfa  in  fronte  Pyropi, 
Materiemque  aequabat  Opus,  clariilima  terris 
Regum  opera  exfuperans,  nullique  imitabile  dextrae. 
Haud  alia  ingentum  Scalarum  forma  videtur, 
Quam  quibus  ire  redire  Dei  fancta  Agmina  vidit 
IfacideSy  gentem  humanam  quae  blanda  tuentur, 
Cum  fratrem  iratum  fugiens  properaret  Arani 
Moenia,  dein  ccelo  poft  lbmnia  lapfa  fereno, 
En  fancta  aetherei,  clamaret,  Janua  regni ! 
Scilicet  his  Scalis  divina  Arcana  latebant ; 

Long  after;  now  unpeopled,  and  untrod.  Imbellilh'd;  thick  with  fparkling  orient  Gems 
All  this  dark  Globe  the  Fiend  found  as  he  pafs'd ;      The  Portal  ftione,  inimitable  on  Earth, 

And  long  he  wander'd,  till  at  laft  a  gleam  By  Model  or  by  fhading  Pencil  drawn. 

Of  dawning  light  turn'd  thither-ward  in  hafte  The  Stairs  were  fuch,  as  whereon  Jacob  faw 

His  travel'd  fteps.     Far  diftant  he  defcries  Angels  afcending  and  defcending,  bands 

Afcending  by  degrees  magnificent  Of  Guardians  bright ;  when  he  from  Efau  fled 

Up  to  the  wall  of  Heav'n  a  Stru&ure  high;  To  Padan-Aram  in  the  field  of  Luz, 

At  top  whereof,  but  far  more  rich,  appear'd  Dreaming  by  night  under  the  open  Sky, 

The  work  as  of  a  Kingly  Palace  Gate,  And  waking  cry'd,  Tbis  ii  tbe  Gate  ofHeatfn. 

Wiih  Frontifpiece  of  Diaraond  and  Gold  Each  Stair  myfterioufly  was  meant,  nor  ftood 

R  Machina 
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Machina  nec  femper  patuit,  fed  faepe  receflit 

In  coelum :   volvuntur  Jafpidis  aequora  fubter 

Caerula,  gemmarumque  liquentum ;   hos  vela  dederunt 

Per  fluctus,  terris  qui  pofl:  emergere  adorfl, 

Caeligenis  ducibus ;   vada  feu  vicere  volucri 

Clara  fuga,  ignivomis  rapti  fuper  aethera  bigis. 

Jam  vero  e  cceli  domibus  demifla  pependit 

Machina ;    ut  alliceret  Satanam  via  apertior,  aut  quo 

Acrius  amiflam  fedem  exiliumque  doleret. 

Hanc  contra,  fuper  Edeni  felicia  regna 

Ingens  ad  terras  ducebat  Semita,  hiatu 

Latior  immenfo,  quam  quae  per  poftera  faecla 

Sionis  juga  diviflt,  feu  Littoris  oras 

Promifli,  caras  ccelo  magis  omnibus  unas : 

Saepius  hac  venere,  tribus  vifura  beatos, 

Quos  Deus  ipfe  oculo  laetus  propiore  fovebat, 

Nuntia  gens  Superum,  Domini  veneranda  ferentes 

Mandata,  ex  fancto  "Jordanis  fonte  remotam 

There  aiways,   bnt  drawn  up  to  Heav'n  fome-  Dirett  againft  which  open'd  from  beneath, 

times  Juft  o'er  the  blifsful  feat  of  Paradife, 

Viewlefs  :  and  underneath  a  bright  Sea  flow'd  A  paflage  down  to  th'  Earth,  a  paflage  wide ; 

Of  Jafper,  or  of  liquid  Pearl ;  whereon  Wider  by  far  than  That  of  after-times 

Who  after  came  from  Earth  faiiing  arriv'd,  Over  Mount  Sion,  and,  (though  that  were  large) 

Wafted  by  Angels;  or  flew  o'er  the  Lake  Over  the  Promis^d  Land  to  God  fo  dear, 

Rapt  in  a  Chariot  drawn  by  fiery  Steeds.  By  which,  to  vifit  oft  thofe  happy  Tribes, 

The  Stairs  were  then  let  down :  whether  to  daie  On  high  behefts  his  Angels  to  and  fro 

The  Fiend  by  eafie  afcent,  or  aggravate  Pafs'd  frequent,  and  his  Eye  with  choice  regard, 

His  fad  exclufion  from  the  doors  of  Blhs,  (From  Paneas,  the  fount  of  Jordan"%  flood, 

Ufque 
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Ufquc  ad  Berfabam  &  Phariis  contcrmiiia  campis 
Littora.     Sc  tanto  patefecit  Scmita  tra&u, 
Qua  procurrcntes  compefcit  Meta  tenebras, 
Qualis  fpumantem  Oceani  premit  objice  fludtum. 
Scalarum  extrema  Satanas  in  parte  moratus 
Paulifper,  quae  ardente  auro  nituntur  in  aftra, 
Inde  uno  fpatia  ha?c  magni  comple&itur  orbis 
Intuitu  attonitus.     Veluti  per  caeca  viarum 
Devia  cum  longam  nocT.em  Speculator  iniquum 
Solus  iter  tendit,  poft  mille  pericula,  laeto 
Mane  fupercilium  ferientis  iidera  Montis 
Confcendit  tandem ;   ignotos  unde  arduus  agros 
Profpe&at  vifu  fubito  faltufque  beatos ; 
Aut  urbem  procul  antiquam  convalle  virenti 
Miratur  fplendere,  &  culmina  fumma  domorum 
Auratafque  arces  orienti  efFulgere  Sole. 
Improbus  haud  aliter  Satanasy  quanquam  ignea  cceli 
VidifTet  delubra  prius,  miratus  inhaefit ; 

To  Beerfaia,  where  the  Holy  Land  AU  night,  at  laft  by  break  of  chearful  dawn 

Borders  on  -&gypt  and  th'  Arabian  Shore)  Obtains  the  brow  of  fome  high-climbing  HiU, 
So  wide  the  opening  feem'd,  where  bounds  were  fet     Which  to  his  eye  difcovers  unaware 

To  Darknefs,  fuch  as  bound  the  Ocean  wave.  The  goodly  profpeft  of  fome  foreign  land, 

Satan  from  hence,  now  on  the  lower  ftair,  Firft  feen ;  or  fome  renown'd  Metropolis, 

That  fcal'd  by  fteps  of  Gold  to  Heaven  Gate,  With  gliftering  Spires  and  Pinnacles  adorn'd, 

Looks  down  with  wonder  at  the  fudden  view  Which  now  the  riling  Sun  gilds  with  his  beams. 

Of  all  this  World  at  once.     As  when  a  Scout,  Such  wonder  feiz'd,  though  after  Heaven  feen, 

Thro'  dark  and  defeit  ways  with  peril  gone  The  Spirit  malign  j  but  rauch  more  Envy  feiz'd 

R  2  Cui 
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Cui  tamen  invidiae  ftimuli  cor  acrius  imum 
Sollicitant,  pulchri  formam  dum  profpicit  orbis. 
Altus  ibi  Noctis  fuper  ardua  Conopea, 
Omnia  circuitu  fpeculans  expanfa  patenti, 
Eoa  Librce  ex  meta  perluftrat  ad  Aftrum 
Auricomum,  claram  quod  vedtat  Atlantka  longe 
Trans  maria  Andromeden ;    tum  lumine  confpicit  acri 
Auftrinum  quodcunque  axem  jacet  inter  &  Ar&os. 
Nec  mora,  quin  prono  mundi  in  propiora  volatu 
Se  dat  praecipitem,  multoque  volumine  raptus, 
Marmoreum  flexis  hinc  inde  per  aera  pennis, 
Innumera  obliquos  agit  inter  Sidera  curfus : 
Sidera  vifa  procul ;   propius  fpectantibus  Orbes 
Emicuere  novi,  aut  radiati  luminis  arva 
Prodiga,  floriferae  valles,  loca  dulcia,  quales 
Hefperias  perhibent  filvas,  laetilTima  regna : 
Sed  quos  Indigenas  laetos  haec  regna  tenerent, 
Olli  haud  quaerendi  lpatium.     Super  omnia  traxit 

At  fight  of  all  this  World  beheld  fo  fair.  His  flight  precipitant ;  and  winds  wkh  eaie 

Round  he  furveys  (and  well  might,  where  he  ftood,  Through  the  pure  marble  Air  his  oblique  way 

So  high  above  the  circling  Canopy  Amongft  innumerable  Stars,  that  flione 

Of  Night'$  extended  fliade)  from  Eaftern  Point  Stars  diftant,  but  nigh  hand  feem'd  other  Worlds : 

Of  Libra,  to  the  fleecy  Star  that  bears  Or  other  Worlds  they  feem'd,  or  happy  Ifles, 

Andromeda  far  off  Atkntic  Seas  Liie  thofe  Hefperian  Gardens  fam'd  of  old, 

Beyond  th'  Horizon :  then  from  Pole  to  Pole  Fortunate  Fields,  and  Gioves,  and  flow'ry  Vales . 

He  views  in  breadth ;  and  without  longer  paufe  Thrice  happy  Ifles  :  but  who  dwelt  happy  there 

Down  right  into  the  World's  firft  Region  throws  He  ftaid  not  to  encjiiire.     Above  them  all 

Atto- 
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Attonitos  oculos  fundens  ccelcfte  jubar  Sol 

Aureus ;   huc  rectos  liquido  fcrt  requore  curfus : 

Ao  vero  peteret  centrum,  an  diyerfus  abiret, 

Quis  memoret,  longumne  viam  finuaret  in  arcum  ? 

Qua  diffufa  procul  Fons  luminis  ipfc  miniftrat 

Flumina,  divifus  fpatiis  ingentibus  omni 

Stellarum  a  numero,  quarum  denfa  Agmina  magnum 

Obfervant  longe  regem  &  veftigia  adorant. 

Illa  choros  celebrant  varios,  atque  ordine  certo 

Conficiunt  numeris  annos  menfefque  diefque, 

Laetiflcamque  ultro  fle&unt  ad  lampada  motus 

Diverfos ;   feu  vi  flamms  alliciente  trahuntur, 

Quae  rerum  quodcunque  ufquam  eft  fovet  igne  benigno 

Molliter  iniinuans,  radiofque  immittit  in  altum, 

Viribus  arcanis  recreans  penetralia  mundi 

Intima.     Sic  polito  data  tanta  potentia  Soli. 

Reftitit  hic  Satanas.     Non  unquam  in  corpore  Solis 

Tam  pulchros  confpexit  agros,  Qui  lidera  vitro 


The  golden  Sun,  in  Spkndor  likeft  Heav'n, 
Allur'd  his  eye.    Thither  his  courfe  he  bends 
Through  the  calm  Firmament :  but  up  or  down, 
By  centre  or  eccentric,  hard  to  tell, 
Or  Longitude,  where  the  great  Luminary 
Aloof  the  vulgar  Conftellations  thick, 
That  from  his  lordly  eye  keep  diftance  due, 
Difpenfes  light  from  far.     They,  as  they  move 
Their  ftarry  Dance  in  numbers  that  computc 


Day s.months and y ears, tow'rds his all  chearing  Lamp  - 

Turn  fwift  their  various  motions,  or  are  tum'd    . 

By  his  Magnetic  Beam,  that  gently  warns 

The  Univerfe,  and  to  each  inward  part 

With  gentle  penetration,  though  unfeen, 

Shoots  invifible  virtue  even  to  the  Deep. 

So  wondroufly  was  fet  his  Station  bright. 

There  lands  the  Fiend,  a  fpot  like  which  perhaps 

Altronomer  in  the  Sun's  lucent  Orb 


Dedu- 
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Deducit.     Mirum  induerant  rutila  Arva  nitorem, 
Cui  lapides  longe  varii  &  genus  omne  metalla 
Eximiis  cedant  radiis.     Fulfere  colores 
Diverfi ;   fed  luce  pari  fpatium  omne  flagravit 
Funditus,  ut  rapido  ferrum  candefcit  ab  igni : 
Pars  auro,  pars  argento  radiata,  Metallum 
Si  fuerit :    Lapidem  fin  dixeris,  omne  Pyropus, 
Seu  vis  fulgida  Chryfolithi,  feu  flamma  Topazi : 
Nec  tantum  Aaronis  quondam  thorace  fuperbo 
Arferunt  Gemmas ;   nec  fi  foret,  arferit  a?que 
Miriflci  virtus  Lapidis,  quem  vana  Sophorum 
Credulitas  ftudio  indomito  afliduoque  labore 
Longum  indagavit  fruftra ;   licet  arte  potenti 
Ingeniique  moris  fugientem  comprimat  Hermen, 
Cogat  &  in  veterem  revolutum  Protea  formam. 
An  quifquam  attonitus  ftupeat,  quod  tota  metallis 
Arva  ibi  difFufis  atque  auro  plurima  manent ; 
Si  Sol  flammipotens  tantum  fervore  remoto 


Through  his  glaz'd  Optic  Tube  yet  never  faw. 
The  place  he  found  beyond  expreffion  bright, 
Compar'd  with  ought  on  earth,  Metal,  or  Stone : 
Not  all  parts  like,  but  all  alike  inform'd 
With  radiant  Light,  as  glowing  Iron  with  fire. 
If  Metal,  part  feem'd  Gold,  part  Silver  clear; 
If  Stone,  Carbuncle  moft,  or  Chryfolite, 
Ruby,  or  Topaz ;  or  the  Twelve  that  fhone 
In  Aarorfs  Breaft-plate :  and  a  Stone  befides 


Imagin'd  rather  oft  than  elfewhere  feen ; 

That  Stone,  or  like  to  That,  which  here  below 

Philofophers  in  vain  fo  long  have  fought; 

In  vain,  though  by  their  pow'rful  Art  they  bind 

Volatil  Hermes,  and  call  up  unbound 

In  various  Ihapes  old  Proteus  from  the  Sea, 

Drain'd  through  a  Limbec  to  his  Native  form. 

What  wonder  then  if  fields  and  regions  here 

Breath  forth  Elixir  pure,  and  Rivers  run 


Terrai 
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Terrai  in  gremium  penetrat,  radiifque  recoctis 
Egregio  pretiofa  parit  miracula  ta&u, 
Infigni  forma,  clarofque  induta  colores  ? 
Hic  Satanas  nova  pervolitans  fpectacula  luftrat 
Liberiore  oculo :   manifefto  lumine  circum 
Cundta  patent ;    non  umbra  obftat ;   Sol  igne  fereno 
EfFulget,  qualem  coeli  cum  vertice  fummo 
Altius  evectis  radiis  fulgere  tuemur 
Undique ;    &  exacuit  vifus  innubilus  iEther. 
Dumque  adeo  rerum  longe  latcque  remota 
Profpectat,  coeli  ante  oculos  pulcherrimus  Heros 
Emicuit,  (quem  fole  palam  miratus  in  aureo 
Conipexit  fummi  Sacrorum  Interpres  Jesu) 
Gloria  nec  latuit,  quanquam  ora  averfa  teneret. 
Tempora  lucenti  circumdedit  orbe  Tiaras 
Solis  inardefcens  radiis  auroque  corufco, 
Penniferofque  humeros  circum  lufere  Capilli 
Undantes :   Secum  ingentes  evolvere  curas 


Potable  Gold;  when  with  one  virtuous  touch 
Th'  Arch-Chimic  Sun,  fo  far  from  us  remote, 
Produces,  with  terreftial  Humor  mix'd, 
Here  in  the  dark  fo  many  precious  things 
Of  colour  glorious,  and  effeft  fo  rare  ? 
Here  matter  new  to  gaze  the  Devil  met 
Undazled ;  far  and  wide  his  Eye  commands, 
For  fight  no  obftacle  found  here,  nor  Ihade, 
But  all  Sun-ftiine;  as  when  his  Beams  at  Noon 
Culminate  from  th'  jEquator  -,  as  they  now 


Shot  upward  ftill  direft,  whence  no  way  round 
Shadow  from  body  opaque  can  fall :  and  th,'  Air, 
(No  where  fo  clear,)  fharpen'd  his  vifual  "ray 
To  objetts  diftant  far.     Whereby  he  foon 
Saw  within  ken  a  glorious  Angel  ftand, 
The  fame  whom  John  faw  alfo  in  the  Sun. 
His  back  was  turn'd,  but  not  his  brightnefs  hid: 
Of  beaming  funny  Rays  a  golden  Tiar 
Circled  his  Head ;  nor  lefs  his  Locks  behind 
Illuftrious  on  his  fhoulders  fledge  with  wings 

Mente 
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Mente  videbatur,  magnifque  incumbere  coeptis. 

Improbus  exultat  Satanas,  fperatque  repertum, 

Jam  demum  erranti  curfum  qui  ducat  amoenas 

Edeni  ad  fedes,  Hominis  felicia  regna ; 

Sperat  ibi  requiem,  noftros  ftruat  unde  dolores. 

Deinde  fuam,  mora  ne  fieret,  ne  forte  periclum, 

Exuere  aggreditur  formam  ;   Puerique  Cherubis 

Ocius  ingenua  veftitus  imagine  floret 

Purpureus ;   lastoque  habilis  decor  additus  ori, 

Et  bene  mentitis  coeleftis  Gratia  membris. 

Per  rofeas  diffufa  genas,  redimita  corolla, 

Caefaries  nitidos  ftnuata  errabat  in  orbes, 

Illuftfque  auro  fe  verficoloribus  alis 

Induerant  Humeri :   feftinat  vefte  recinda, 

Dirigit  &  greflus  argentea  Virga  decoros. 

At  neque  ftc  inopinus  adeft;   fonitum  auribus  haufit 

Caeiicola  arreclis,  radiantiaque  ora  reflexit. 

Continuo  Superum  princeps  patet  Urial,  unus 

Lay  waving  round.  On  fome  great  charge  employ'd     Youth  fmiTd  Celeftial,  and  to  every  Limb 

He  feem'd,  or  fix'd  in  cogitation  deep.  Suitable  grace  diiFus'd :  fo  well  he  feign'd. 

Glad  was  the  Spirit  impure,  as  now  in  hope  Under  a  Coronet  his  flowing  Hair 

To  find  who  might  direct.  his  wand'ring  fiight  In  curls  on  either  cheek  playM  ;  Wings  he  wore 

To  Paradife,  the  happy  feat  of  Man,  Of  many  a  colour'd  plume,  fprinkled  with  gold : 

His  journey's  end,  and  our  beginning  woe.  His  Habit  fit  for  fpeed  fuccindl,  and  held 

But  rirft  he  cafts  to  change  his  proper  fhape,  Before  his  decent  Steps  a  filver  wand. 

Which  elle  might  work  him  danger  or  delay :  He  drew  not  nigh  unheard  :  the  Angel  bright, 

And  now  a  ftripling  Cherub  he  appears,  Ere  he  drew  nigh,  his  radiant  vifage  tum'd, 

Not  of  the  Prime ;  yet  fuch  as  in  his  face  Adrr.onifh'd  by  his  ear ;  and  ftraight  was  known 

Septem 
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Septcm  cx  Impcriis,  fummi  qui  jufla  Tonantis 
Expe&ant  folium  propter ;   qui,  Lumina  magni 
Ipla  Dei,  coeli  pervolgant  atria,  &  imas 
Per  terras  mandata  ferunt  perque  aequora  ponti 
Praxipites.     Prior  his  Satanas  fidta  ora  refblvit : 

Urialy  O  Procerum  lectorum  ex  ordine,  fummo 
Qui  folio  adfiftunt  feptem  de  more  Miniftri, 
Magna  Dei  excclfas  primus  decreta  per  arces, 
Interpres  venerande,  ferens,  ftipatus  Alumnis 
Cseligenis  avida  mandata  bibentibus  aure. 
Huc  etiam  haud  alio  dignatus  honore  videris 
Nuntius  adventafle  D  e  1 ;   fummique  Parentis 
Ipfe  Oculus,  luftrare  novi  Ipatia  ultima  Mundi. 
Me  nullo  comitante  vagum  fociifque  Cherubum 
Ordinibus  procul  excedentem  immenfa  Cupido 
Impulit  huc,  Opera  Artificis  miranda  fupremi 
Ut  propiore  oculo  aipicerem ;   fed  prima  Hbido  eft 
Contemplari  Hominem,  eximio  dignatur  Amore 

Th'  Arch-Angel  Uriel,  one  of  the  fev'n  Interpreter  through  higheft  Heav'n  to  bring, 

Who  in  God's  prefence,  neareft  to  His  Throne,  Where  all  His  Sons  thy  Embaffie  attend:  - 

Stand  ready  at  command,  and  are  His  Eyes  And  here  art  likelieft  by  fupreme  decree 

That  run  thro'  all  the  Heav'ns,  or  down  to  th'  Earth  Like  honour  to  obtain  ;  and  as  His  Eye, 

Bear  His  fwift  errands,  over  moift  and  dry,  To  vifit  oft  this  new  Creation  round  : 

0'er  Sea  and  Land  :  Him  Satan  thus  accofts :  Unfpeakable  Defire  to  fee,  and  know 

Uriel,  for  Thou  of  thofe  fev'n  Spirits  that  ftand  All  thefe  His  wondrous  works,  but  chiefly  Man, 

In  fight  of  God's  high  Throne,  glorioufly  bright,  His  chief  delight,  and  favour;  him,  for  whom 

The  firft  art  wont  His  great  authentic  will  All  thefe  His  works  fo  wondrous  He  ordain'd, 

S  Quem 
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Quem  D  e  u  s  ante  alios,  cui  tot  miracula  foli 
Exegit  Pater  Omnipotens.     Dic,  fancte  Seraphum, 
Dic  age,  Quis  rutilos  inter  quos  cernimus  Orbes 
Certa  datur  fedes  Homini ;   nifi.  forte  per  Orbes 
Hos  rutilos,  ubicunque  velit,  vagus  incola  tendat. 
Hunc  acie  aut  tacita  libet  explorare,  palamve 
Luminibus  mirari  avidis,  cui  Conditor  ingens 
Tot  facilis  dona  induliit,  tot  tradidit  Orbes. 
Ut  Pater  Hunc  propter,  monumentaque  caetera  dextrse 
Accipiat  laudes  meritas ;   qui  jure  rebelles 
Pulfavit  profugas  ufque  ima  in  Tartara  turmas ; 
Inque  vicem  hanc  ftatuit  gentem,  quae  numen  adoret 
San&ius  obfervans.     O  Confilii  Vis 
Omnipotens,  variifque  eadem  Sapientia  coeptis ! 

Haec  fatus  fraudum  Inventor,  linguaque  fefellit 
Mendaci.     Sic  faepe  Hominum,  fic  lumina  Divwm 
Deludit  falfa  fpecie  Pietatis  Imago. 
Unum  hoc  ire  Malum  obductum  caligine  caeca 

Hath  brought  me  frcm  the  Choirs  of  Cherubim  That  both  in  him,  and  all  things,  as  is  mcet, 

Alone  thus  wandring.     Brighteft  Seraph,  tell  The  Univerfal  Maker  we  may  praife i 

In  which  of  all  thefe  /hining  Orbs  hath  Man  Who  juftly  hath  driven  out  His  Rebel  Foes 

His  fixed  feat,  or  fixed  feat  hath  none,  To  deepeft  Hell ;  and,  to  repair  their  lofs, 

But  all  thefe  fhinir.g  Orbs  his  choice  to  dwell :  Created  this  new  happy  Race  of  Men, 

That  I  may  find  him,  and  with  fecret  gaze,  To  ferve  Him  better.     Wife  are  all  his  ways. 
Or  open  admiraticn,  Him  behold  So  fpake  the  falfe  Diffembler  unperceiv'd ; 

On  whom  the  great  Creator  hath  beftow'd  For  neither  Man,  nor  Angel,  can  difcem 
Worlds,  and  on  whom  hath  all  thele  graces  pour'd :     Hypocrify ;  the  only  Evil  that  walks 

Per 
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Per  ccelum  ac  tcrras  patitur  Deus  ;   unus  opertam 
Ipfe  videt  fraudem,  &  denfa  fub  no&e  tuetur. 
Saspius,  excubias  quamvis  Prudentia  fervet, 
Sufpicio  ante  fores  dormit,  fungique  reli£to 
Munere  Simplicitas  fmitur ;   quae  crimine  pura 
Nil  putat  efle  Mali,  nuda  nifl  fronte  patefcat. 
Sic  Veri  fpecie  vana  femel  Urial  ipfe 
Illufus,  (folis  claro  licet  imperet  orbi, 
Nec  cuiquam  in  Superis  acies  fubtilior  oris) 
Integer  hasc  fcelerum  Artifici  refponfa  remifit : 

O  praeftans  formae  Juvenis,  laudanda  Cupido  eft, 
Qua  flagras  Opera  alta  Dei  difquirere,  magnum 
Autorem  ut  melius  celebres;   quoque  acrius  ardet, 
Hoc  laudanda  magis ;   ftimulis  quae  accendit  honeftis, 
Ut  templis  cceli  exires  flammantibus  unus 
Ardua  vifurus  miracula,  credita  fando 
Forte  aliis,  auraque  levis  modo  cognita  famae. 
O  Opera  haud  ulli  fatis  admiranda !  videri 

Invifible,  except  to  God  alone,  In  his  uprightnefs  anfwer  thus  return'd : 

Hy  His  permiflive  will,  through  Heav'n  and  Earth.         Fair  Angel,  thy  defire  which  tends  to  know 

And  oft  though  Wifdom  wake,  fufpicion  fleeps  The  works  of  God,  thereby  to  glorify 

At  wifdom's  gate;  and  to  Simplicity  The  great  Woik-Mafter,  leads  to  no  excefs 

Refigns  her  charge,  while  Goodnefs  thinks  no  ill  That  reaches  blame  ;  but  rather  merits  praife 

Where  no  ill  feems.     Which  now  for  once  be-  The  more  it  feems  excefs,  that  led  thee  hither 

guil'd  Erom  thy  Empyreal  Manfion  thus  alone, 

Uritl,  though  Regent  of  the  Sun,  and  held  To  witnefs  with  thine  eyes,  what  fome  perhaps, 

The  fharpeft-fighted  Spirit  of  all  Heav'n :  Contented  with  report,  hear  only  in  Heav'n : 

Who  to  the  fraudulent  Impoftor  foul  For  wonderful  indeed  are  «11  His  works, 

S  2  Pulchra 
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Pulchra  adeo,  memorique  animo  tam  digna  recondi : 
Quanta  per  attonitos  fenfus  ruit  inde  Voluptas ! 
Ingentem  at  numerum  Cui  fas  comprendere  mente 
Finita  ?     Cui  fas  fcrutari  immenfa  Parentis 
Confilia,  &  rerum  arcanas  cognofcere  Caufas  ? 
Vidi  Ego,  cum  Moles  Mundi  indigefta  coiret 
In  cumulum  mandante  Deo,  tremeretque  minaci 
Voce  Chaos :  pofuit  rabidos  Difcordia  Motus, 
Seque  ferum  metis  compefcuit  Infinitum. 
Ut  rurfum  intendit  Vocem,  fugere  Tenebrae, 
Emicuit  cita  Lux,  Informique  exiit  Ordo. 
Quin  rudia  appetiere  ultro  Primordia  rerum 
Partes  quaeque  fuas,  Tellus,  Unda,  Aeris  aurae, 
Flammaque ;   tum  casli  furfum  liquidiflimus  iEther 
Vi  rapida.  levis  afcendit,  gyrifque  rotatus 
Aftrorum  innumeros  fefe  convolvit  in  ignes ; 
Quas  tibi  fas  vario  concordia  cernere  motu, 
«Ut  fua  cuique  datur  Statio,  fua  Semita  cuique : 

Pleafant  to  know,  and  worthieft  to  be  all  Till  at  his  fecond  bidding  Darknefs  fled, 

Had  in  remembrance  always  with  delight.  Light  fhone,  and  Order  from  Diforder  fprung. 

Eut  what  created  Mind  can  comprehend  Swift  to  their  feveral  Quarters  hafted  then 

Their  number ;   or  the  Wifdom  infinite  The  cumbrous  Elements,  Earth,  Flood,  Air,  Fire, 
That  brought  them  forth,  but  hid  their  caufes  deep  ?     And  the  Ethereal  Quinteffence  of  Heav'n 

I  faw  when  at  His  Word  the  formlefs  Mafs,  Flew  upward,  fpirited  with  various  forms, 

This  world's  material  Mould,  came  to  a  heap :  That  roll'd  orbicular,  and  turn'd  to  Stars 

Cenfufion  heard  His  voice,  and  wild  Uproar  Numberlefs,  as  thou  feeft,  and  how  they  move; 

Stood  rul'd,  ftood  vaft  Infinitude  confin'd  :  Each  had  his  place  appointed,  each  his  courfe ; 

Quod 


L  I  B  E  R    T  E  R  T  I  U  S.  i4I 

Quod  fupcrcft,  magni  componit  mccnia  Mundi. 
En  Sphteram,  Cujus  nobis  pars  proxiraa  fulget 
Luce  repercufla :   Sedem  haec  Homini  loca,  dat  lux 
Ifta  diem :   Hasc  denfa,  velut  altera,  nocte  lateret 
Abdita  pars  Sphaerae,  radiis  ni  Luna  propinquis 
(Quod  micat  oppofitum,  ftgnes  hoc  nomine  Sidus) 
Ferret  opem,  claudenfque  agili  renovanfque  rotatu 
Menftruum  iter:    triplici  medium  fuper  aethera  vultu 
Illa  vices  varians  alieno  lumine  terras 
Luftrat,  &  imperio  tenebras  pallente  coercet. 
Haec  tibi  quam  monftro  fedem,  Paradifus,  Ada?ni 
Hofpitium ;    iftas  illi  texunt  umbracula  Silvx : 
Carpe  age,  prona  via  eft ;   alia  hinc  me  Semita  pofcit. 
Dixerat,  avertitque  gradum :   Quem  poplite  adorans 
Curvato  Satanas  (hunc  coelo  femper  honorem 
Ordinibus  Superum  primis  mos  ferre  Minores) 
DifcefTit,  terrarum  ardens  contingere  fines. 

The  reft  in  circuit  wall  this  Univcrfe.  With  borrow'd  Iight  her  countenance  trifbrm 

Look  downward  on  that  Globe,  whofc  hither  fide  Hence  fills  and  empties  to  enlighten  th'  Earth, 

With  light  from  hence,  tho'  but  reflecled,  fliines :  And  in  her  pale  dominion  checks  the  night. 

That  place  is  Earth,  the  feat  of  Man ;  that  Light  That  Spot  to  which  I  point  is  Taradife, 

His  Day ;  which  elfe,  as  th'  other  hemifphere,  Jdaitfs  abode;  thofe  lofty  lhades  his  bow'r; 

Night  would  invade  :    but  there  the  neighb'ring  Thy  way  thou  can'ft  not  mifs,   me  mine  re- 

Moon  quires. 

(So  call  that  oppofite  fair  Star)  her  aid  Thus  faid,  he  tum'd ;  and  Satan  bowing  low 

Timely  interpofes ;  and  her  monthly  round  (As  to  fuperior  Spirits  is  wont  in  Heav'n, 

Still  ending,  ftill  renewing  through  mid  Heav'n,  Where  honour  due,  and  reverence,  none  negle&s) 

Ocius 
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Ocius  &  curvo  delapfus  tramite  Solis, 

Spe  celerante  fugam,  multo  fe  volvit  in  Orbe 

Praecipitans,  fummique  tenet  juga  celfa  Niphatis. 

Took  leave,  and  tow'rd  the  coaft  of  Earth  beneath    Throws  his  fteep  flight  in  many  an  Aery  wheelj 
Down  from  th"  Ecliptic,  fped  with  hop'd  fuccefs,       Nor  ftaid,  till  on  Ar/>^/«'  top  he  lights. 


PARA- 
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OUbi  nunc  Vox  illa  tonans,  Praenuntia  cladis, 
Vse  Vae  Terrigenis !  quam  coeli  audibat  in  oris 
Antiftes,  Arcana  Deus  cui  fandta  retexit, 
Quando  alia  jam  clade  Draco  turbatus  in  orbem 
Irrueret,  genti  Humanze  minitatus  atroces 
Vindidtag  furias.     O  fi.  nunc  tempore  dextro 
Primsvi  audifTent  Monitum  coelefte  Parentes, 
Lethalem  fi  forte  Hoftem  fraudefque  malignas 
Vitaflent !     Satanas  iris  namque  adtus  iniquis 
Nunc  primum  ingreditur  terras,  Hominemque  dolofis 
Sollicitans  malus  illecebris  nil  tale  merentem 
Morte  parat  mulctare  gravi,  jamque  improbus  optat 
Ipfe  fuum  ulcifci  exilium  turpemque  repulfam. 

PARADISE    LOST. 

B  o  o  k     IV. 

OFor  that  warning  voice,  which  He,  who  few  The  coming  of  their  fecret  foe,  and  fcap'd, 

Th'  Apocalyps,  heard  cry  in  Heav'n  aloud  ;  Haply  fo  fcap'd,  his  mortal  fnare.     For  now 

Then  when  the  Dragon,  put  to  fecond  rout,  Satan,  now  firft  inflamM  with  rage,  came  down, 

Came  furious  down  to  be  reveng'd  on  men,  (The  Tempter,  e'er  th' Accufer,  of  manldnd,)  * 

Wo  to  tfr  inbabitants  on  Eartb  f  that  now,  To  wreak  on  innocent  frail  Man  his  lofs 

While  time  was,  our  firft-Parents  had  been  warn'd  Of  that  fiift  Battel,  and  his  flight  to  Hell. 

At 
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At  neque  fe  jactans,  nec  curfu  concitus,  Aufa 
Effera  molitur ;   quae  mox  ventura  fub  auras 
Corde  laboranti  fervent,  feriuntque  retorta 
Artificem,  dira  ut  rapido  Tormenta  refultant 
Impete.     Difcruciant  Animum  diverfa  volutantem 
Incerti  Horrores,  commotaque  pectoris  imo 
Tartara  follicitant  fundo ;    nam  Tartara  fecum 
Circumfert,  quodcunque  agitat,  quocunque  movetur. 
Interea  ftimulos  renovans  fub  pectore  verfat 
Confcia  Mens,  exfpes,  monituque  remordet  acerbo : 
Quantus  erat,  Qui  fit,  recolit,  Qualifque  futurus, 
Quando  Malum  afperius  graviora  fequatur  ob  Aufa. 
Nunc  mifer  Edenum  versus,  qui  fuave  nitentes 
Terrarum  oftendit  tra&us,  moerentia  volvit 
Lumina ;   nunc  ccelum,  ccelique  in  turribus  altis 
Sufpexit  Solem  ardentem :    tum  peclore  mcefto 
Multa  putans,  ac  multa  gemens,  fic  farier  orfus : 
O  folus  qui  celfa  poli,  decus  astheris  ingens, 


Yct  not  rejoycing  in  his  fpced,  though  bold 
Far  off  and  fearlefs,  nor  with  caufe  to  boart, 
Begins  his  dire  attempt ;  which  nigh  the  birth 
Now  rolling,  boils  in  his  tumultuous  breaft, 
And  like  a  devilifh  Engine  back  recoils 
Upon  himfelf.     Horror  and  doubt  diftraft 
His  troubled  thoughts ;  and  from  the  bottom  ftir 
The  Hell  within  him :  for  within  him  Hell 
He  brings,  and  round  about  him,  nor  from  Hell 
One  ftep,  no  more  than  from  himfelf,  can  fly 


By  change  of  place.   Now  confcience  wakes  defpair, 
That  flumber'd;  wakes  the  bitter  memory 
Of  what  he  was,  what  is,  and  whac  muft  be, 
Worfe  !   of  worfe  deeds  worfe  fufrerings  muft  enfue. 
Sometimes  towVd  Eden,  which  now  in  his  view 
Lay  pleafant,  his  griev'd  look  he  fixes  fad  : 
Sometimes  tow'rd  Heav'n,  and  the  full  blazing  Sun, 
Which  now  fat  high  in  his  Meridian  Tow'r: 
Then  much  icvolving,  thus  in  fighs  began  : 
O  thou,  that  with  furpaffing  Glory  crown'd 


Regna 
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Rcgna  tenes,  fulgefque  novo  Deus  alter  in  Orbc, 
Sidera  quo  vifb  pallenti  luce  rccedunt ; 
Compello  te  voce  palam,  fed  voce  inimica 
Compello ;   invifum  &  nomen  memorare  juvabit, 
O  Sol,  teftantem  uberius  quam  peclore  toto 
Teque  tuamque  odi  lucem ;   qua.  dira  monente 
Ille  animo  mihi  prifcus  Honos,  Arx  illa  recurfat, 
Quzeque  tuas  longe  defpexit  Gloria  turres. 
Sed  Me  depulit  inde  Superbia,  depulit  amens 
Ambitio,  aggreflum  pugna  me  opponere  Regi 
iEtheris  indomito,  medioque  laceflere  caelo. 
Ah  quianam  ?  longe  abfimiles  prasftare  decebat 
Me  fru&us ;   Me,  quem  finxit,  quemque  extulit  alte 
Fulgentem  ante  alios,  cui  tot  donaverat  ultro 
Munera,  nec  turpi  opprobrio  comitata,  nec  acri 
Servitio  :    Quis  enim  labor  eft  perfolvere  laudis 
Vectigal  meritum,  dignafque  rependere  grates  ? 
Cundta  Mihi  tamen  in  virus  converfa  Parentis 

Look'ft  from  thy  fole  Dominion  like  the  God  Ah  wherefore  !    He  deferv'd  no  fuch  return 

Of  this  new  World ;  at  whofe  fight  all  the  Stars  From  Me,  whom  He  created  what  I  was,  . 

Hide  their  diminilh'd  heads ;  to  Thee  I  call,  In  that  bright  eminence,  and  with  his  good 

But  with  no  friendly  voice ;  and  add  thy  name,  Upbraided  none ;  nor  was  his  fervice  hard. 

0  Sun,  to  tell  thee  how  I  hate  thy  beams,  What  could  be  lefs  than  to  afford  him  praife, 
That  bring  to  my  remembrance  from  what  ftate  (The  eafieft  recompence,)  and  pay  him  thanks? 

1  fell :  how  glorious  once  above  thy  Sphere;  How  due  !  yet  all  his  good  prov'd  ill  in  me, 
JTUI  Pride,  and  worfe  Ambition,  threw  me  down,     And  wrought  but  malice  :  lifted  up  fo  high 

Warring  in  Heav'n  againft  HeavVs  matchlefs  King.     I  'fdein'd  fubjettion,  and  thought  one  ftep  higher 

T  Dona 
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Dona  boni ;   genuere  odium  faftumque  ferocem. 

Tam  celsa  ftatione  fedens  mox  alter  ab  Illo 

Efle  recufabam ;   fpatio  non  amplius  uno 

Altior  afcendens  fperabam  attingere  fummum 

Poffe  locum ;   flmul  asterni  intolerabile  pondus 

Excutere  officii,  &  triftes  pietatis  acerbae 

Siftere  perpetuo  redeuntes  agmine  curas. 

Nec  memini,  larga  fudit  quae  munera  dextra; 

Nec  fenfi  gratum,  quae  fe  debere  fatetur, 

Non  debere  Animum :   Se  liberat  ipfa  Voluntas 

OfHcii  ftudiofa,  &  farcina  demitur  omnis. 

O  fl  Cslicolum  fede  inferiore  locaflet 

Me  dextra  Omnipotens,  manfifTem  forte  beatus, 

Nec  Me  Spes  malefana  haec  accendiffet  ad  Aufa. 

At  quidni  ?   fortaffe  Alius,  Cui  Spiritus  idem, 

Idem  Animus,  fibi  me,  quanquam  imo  ex  ordine  cceli, 

Adfciflet  coepti  focium  fcelerifque  miniftrum. 

Aft  Alii,  queis  par  ftatio,  fideique  tenaces 

Conftantefque  manent :    clypeis  praeftantibus  illos 


Would  fet  me  high'ft;  and  in  a  moment  quit 
The  debt  immenfe  of  endlefs  gratitude 
So  burthenfome,  ftill  paying,  ftill  to  ovve ; 
Forgetful  what  from  Him  I  ftill  receiv'd  : 
And  underftood  not  that  a  grateful  mind 
By  owing  owes  not,  but  ftill  pays,  at  once 
Indebted,  and  difcharg'd  :  what  burthen  then  ? 
O  had  His  pow'rful  Deftiny  ordain'd 


Me  fome  inferior  Angel;  I  had  ftood 
Then  happy :  no  unbounded  hope  had  rais'd 
Ambition.     Yet  why  not  ?  fome  other  Pow'r 
As  great  might  have  afpir'd,  and  me  though  mean 
Drawn  to  his  part.     But  other  Pow'rs  as  great 
Fell  not,  but  ftand  unfliaken ;  from  within, 
Or  from  without,  to  all  temptations  arm'd. 
Hadft  thou  the  fame  free  Will,  and  Power,  to  ftand  ? 

Nefcio 
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Ncfcio  quac  cingit  Virtus.     Eadcmnc  Volcndi 
Conccfla.  eft  Tibi  libcrtas  ?     Tibi  par  cadcmque 
Copia.     Quem  deinde  incufas,  quid  praster  amantis 
Dona  Dei,  natos  intcr  quae  dividit  omnes  ? 
Illc  Amor  invifus  pereat  male,  qui  gravior  mi 
Ipfo  Odio  aiternos  parit  ingcminatque  dolores. 
Quin  Tute  ipfe  magis  pereas ;    Te  quippe  Libido 
Impulit  Hunc  contra  facere,  efFecifie  quod  angit. 
Heu  quo  proripiar  mifer  ?     Abjectumque  reliquit 
Spes  nunquam  reditura,  seternaque  territat  Ira. 
Orcus  adeft  quocunque  feror ;   Mihi  pectore  in  ipfo 
Orcus  adeft ;    fasvoque  in  gurgite  fasvior  intus 
Ora  aperit  gurges ;    barathri  dum  confpicor  ora 
Illius,  hasc  coeli  faciem  mihi  Tartara  praeftant. 
Cede  Deo  tandemque  animos  fubmitte.     Dolori 
Nullus  erit  Veniaeque  locus  ?     Ni  pofcimus  ultro, 
Non  erit.     At  vetat  id  Faftus,  vetat  Opprobriorum 
Formido,  mihi  quae  focias  cumulata  Cohortes 


Thou  hadft :  whom  haft  thou  then,  or  what,  t'accufe,     And  in  the  loweft  deep  a  lower  deep 


But  Heav'n's  free  Love  dealt  equally  to  all  ? 

Be  then  His  Love  accurft :  fince  love,  or  hate, 

To  me  alike,  it  deals  eternal  woe. 

Nay  curft  be  Thou :  fince  againft  His  thy  Will 

Chofe  freely  what  it  now  lo  juftly  rues. 

Me  miferable  !  which  way  fhall  I  fly 

Infinite  wrath,  and  iniinite  defpair  ? 

Which  way  I  fly  is  Hell :  roy  Self  am  Hell : 


Still  threatning  to  devour  me  opens  wide  j 
To  which  the  Hell  I  fufFer  feems  a  Heav'n. 
O  then  at  laft  relent.     Is  there  no  place 
Left  for  Repentance,  none  for  pardon  left  ? 
None  left,  but  by  Submiifion :  and  that  word 
Difdain  forbids  me,  and  my  dread  of  fliame 
Among  the  fpirits  beneath,  whom  I  feduc'd 
With  other  promifes,  and  other  vaunt» 


T    2 
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Objicerent,  quas  fe  noftris  adjungere  rebus 

Suadebam,  jactans  alia  &  majora  minatus, 

Ipfum  pollicitus  folio  exturbare  Tonantem. 

Me  miferum !  neque  enim  norunt,  quos  mi  ifta  labores 

Vox  peperit ;   quibus  heu  ftimuler  cruciatibus  intus, 

Fronte  palam  laeta,  folio  fublimis  in  aureo. 

Dum  fceptrum  dextra  ha?c  gerit,  his  diadema  refulget 

Crinibus,  afperior  domitat  mergitque  Ruina 

OppreiTum  ante  alios,  folifque  laboribus  auct-um. 

Hanc  fert  mercedem  Ambitio !  At  commhTa  dolere 

Si  poffem,  antiquam  &  pacato  Numine  fedem 
Scandere,  Mens  eadem  antiqua  cum  fede  rediret, 
Rumpere  certa  fidem  jurataque  fallere  vota, 
Vota  acri  mihi  vi  ftimulifque  exprefla  dolorum. 
Qua  lasfo  crudefcit  adhuc  fub  pectore  vulnus, 
Gratia  ibi  male  farta  coit.     Graviore  ruina 
Heu  caderem,  &  magni  conftaret  tantula  tanto 
Empta  dolore  Quies.     Hoc  novit  callidus  Ultor, 


Than  to  iubmit  boafting  I  could  fubdue 
Th'  Omnipotent.     Ay  me,  they  little  know 
How  dearly  I  abide  that  boaft  fo  vain  j 
Under  what  torments  inwardly  I  groan, 
While  they  adore  me  on  the  Throne  of  Hell. 
With  Diadem  and  Sceptre  high  advanc'd, 
The  lower  ftill  I  fall,  only  fupreme 
In  mifery ;  fuch  joy  Ambition  finds. 
Eut  fay,  I  could  repent,  and  could  obtain 


By  Aft  of  Grace  my  former  ftate  :  how  foon 
Would  Height  recall  High  thoughts,  how  foon  un-fay 
What  feign'd  Submiflion  fwore  ?  Eafe  would  recant 
Vows  made  in  Pain,  as  violent  and  void  : 
(Fornever  can  tiue  reconcilement  grow 
Where  wounds  of  deadly  hate  have  pierc'd  fo  deep) 
Which  would  but  lead  me  to  a  worfe  relapfe, 
And  heavier  fall.     So  fliould  I  purchafe  dear 
Short  intermiffion,  bought  with  doubled  fmart. 


Tam- 
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Tamque  ferox  renuit  veniam,  quantum  Ipfc  rogare 
Dedignor.     Quid  fperemus?   mulcr.amur  acerbo 
Exilio ;   fuppletque  vicem  Gens  altera  noftram, 
Nefcio  qux  Soboles  nova  deliciaeque  recentes, 
Felices  fortita  locos.     Spes  ergo  valete, 
Vofque,  Metus,  una,  caffique  valete  Dolores. 
Omne  Bonum  mihi  jam  periit :   Te  dulce  Malum,  Te 
Amplectar,  capiamque  Boni  vice:    Tu  mihi  regni 
Dimidium  faltem  magno  hoc  cum  Principe  coeli, 
Dimidio  plus  forte  dabis :    Quod  fentiet  olim 
Ifte  recens  Mundufque,  recentis  &  Incola  Mundi. 

Haec  fanti  vario  Mens  aeftuat  aegra  tumultu : 
Nubila  ter  pallet  facies ;   ter  confcius  ira 
Fluctuat  invidiaque  color,  Speque  actus  adempta. 
Mentita  hinc  nofcat,  ftquis  confpexerit,  ora ; 
Namque  carent  iftis  cceleftia  pedlora  morbis. 
Hoc  metuens  fimulat  ridenti  gaudia  vultu 
Fraudum  Opifex ;   primus  falfas  qui  exercuit  artes, 

This  knows  my  Punilher :  therefore  as  far  As  Man  e'er-long,  and  this  new  world,  (hall  know. 

From  granting  He,  as  I  from  begging  peace.  Thus  while  he  fpake,  each  paflion  dimm'd  his  face, 

All  hope  excluded  thus,  behold  in  ftead  Thrice  chang'd  with  pale,  ire,  envy,  and  defpair ; 

Of  Us  out-caft,  exil'd,  his  new  delight  Which  marr'd  his  borrow'd  vifage,  and  betray'd 

Mankind  created,  and  for  him  this  World.  Him  counterfeit,  if  any  eye  beheld. 

So  farewel  Hope,  and  with  Hope  farewel  Fear;  (For  heav'nly  minds  from  fuch  diftempers  foul 

Farewel  Rcmorfe  :   all  Good  to  me  is  loft :  Are  ever  clear.)     Whereof  he  foon  aware, 

Evil  be  thou  my  Good  :  by  Thee  at  leaft  Each  perturbation  fmooth'd  with  outward  calm, 

Divided  Empire  with  Heav'n's  King  I  hold,  Artificer  of  Fraud,  and  was  the  firft 

By  Thee,  and  more  than  half  perhaps,  will  reign ;  That  prac~lis'd  falfhood  under  faintly  Ihew, 

pTimus 
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Primus  imaginibus  vanis  virtutis  &  umbra 
Occultare  odium  atque  ultrices  callidus  iras. 
Urial  at  fraudem  monitus  pervidit :    euntem 
Servarat  tacitus  celfoque  in  monte  Niphatis 
Mutatum,  quantum  Superum  contingere  nulli' 
Fas  erat,  indecori  revolutum  corpora  motu, 
Efferus  occultos  animi  dum  effunderet  seftus, 
Nec  quenquam  vidiffe  ratus.     Jamque  impiger  oras 
Edeni  tetigit  Satanasy  qua  margine  laeto 
Nunc  propior  Paradifus  adeft,  feptoque  virenti 
Circuit,  agrefti  ut  muro  complexus,  amcenam 
Planitiem,  celfo  dumofi  in  vertice  montis 
Latius  expanfam  ;    cui  fronde  comantia  multa 
Luxuriant  latera  effufis  iine  lege  capillis 
Hirta,  aditumque  negant.     Confurgit  in  aeris  auras 
Denforum  afpirans  nemorum  infuperabilis  ordo, 
Cedrus  &  una  Abies,  Pinufque  ac  plurima  ramis 
Palma  vagis ;   Seriem  fcena  frondente  coronat 

Deep  malice  to  conceal,  couchM  with  revenge.  Of  Eden,  where  delicious  Paradife, 

Yet  not  enough  had  prattisM,  to  deceive  Novv  nearer,  crowns  with  her  enclofure  green, 

Vriel  once  warnM ;  whofe  eye  purfuM  him  down  As  with  a  rural  mound,  the  champain  head 

The  way  he  went,  and  on  th'  ^Jfyrian  mount  Of  a  fteep  wildernefs ;  whofe  hairy  fides 

Savv  him  disfigurM,  more  than  could  befall  With  thicket  overgrown,  grotefque,  and  wild, 

Spirit  of  Happy  fort:  his  geftures  fierce  Accefs  deny'd:  and  over  head  up-grew 

He  markM,  and  mad  demeanour,  then  alone,  Infuperable  height  of  loftieft  fhade, 

As  he  fupposM,  all  unobfervM,  unfeen.  Cedar,  and  Pine,  and  Fir,  and  branching  Pa!m, 

So  on  he  fares ;  and  to  the  border  comes  A  Sylvan  Scene ;  and  as  the  ranks  afcend 

Altera 
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Altera  adhuc  Series,  umbrae  imminet  altior  umbra, 
Silvarumque  viret  variarum  infigne  Theatrum. 
Has  fuper  hortorum  late  viridantia  ccelo 
Mcenia  fe  attollunt,  unde  afpe&anda  patebant 
Omnia  primaevo  circum{ita  rcgna  Parenti. 
At  murum  exfuperans  felicius  exftitit  Agmen 
Arboreum,  varios  indutum  fuave  colores, 
Et  pomis  foecundum  ardentibus ;   aurea  ramis 
Pomaque  &  admifti  flores  rutilantibus  hzerent ; 
Queis  Sol  laetior  arridet,  quam  vefpere  pulchram 
Cum  nubem  intrarit,  pluviumve  ornaverit  arcum  : 
Tantum  verficolor  ja&abat  Scena  decorem  ! 
Afpirat  jam  pura  magis  magis  aura,  recentes 
Delicias  late  fpargens  ac  gaudia  verna, 
Gaudia,  quas  cun£tas  poffint  depellere  curas, 
Ni  pectus  Spes  blanda  reliquerit.     Almus  amico 
Flamine  concuflis  Zephyrus  fragrantibus  alis 
Balfamaque  ambrofia  effundit,  narratque  fufurris 


!5' 


Slmde  above  Shade,  a  woody  Theatre 
Of  ftatelieil  view.     Yet  higher  than  their  tops 
The  verdurous  wall  of  Paradife  up  fprung : 
Which  to  our  general  Sire  gave  profpeft  1  :rge 
Into  this  nether  Empire,  neighb'ring  round. 
And  higher  than  that  Wall  a  circling  row 
Of  goodlieft  Trees,  loaden  with  faireft  Fruir, 
Bloffoms  and  Fruits  at  once  of  golden  hue, 
Appear'd,  with  gay  enamerd  colours  mix'd : 


On  which  the  Sun  more  glad  imprefsM  his  beams, 
Than  on  fair  Evening  Cloud,  or  humid  Bow, 
WhenGoD  hathirio\v'rdtheearth:  folovely  feem'd 
That  Landskip*     And  of  pure  now  purer  Air 
Meets  his  approach  ;  and  to  the  heart  infpires 
Vernal  delight  and  joy,  able  to  drive 
All  fadnefs  but  Defpair.     Now  gentle  gales, 
Fanning  their  odoriferous  wings,  difpenfe 
Native  perfumes,  and  whifper  whence  they  ftole 


Blandi- 
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Blandiloquis,  unde  arreptos  libavit  odores. 
Haud  aliter  quam  vela  mari  facientibus  alto, 
Ut  notum  liquere  Apicem  Cui  candida  nomen 
Spes  dedit,  emiffos  Arabwn  felicibus  oris 
Eurus  odoriferos  diffundit  thuris  honores ; 
Cunctantur  lento  faciles  in  marmore  nautae, 
Et  dulci  Pater  Oceanus  fpiramine  gaudet. 
Sic  Satanam  mulcebat  odor,  licet  Ipfe  pararet 
Lasdere  jucundi  fragrantia  dona  receffus. 
Hoc  longe  diverfum  Af??iodeus  haufit  odorem, 
Tobiai  ut  fugit  fponfam  lafcivus  amatam, 
Miffus  in  JEgypti  fines  &  triftia  vincla. 

Jamque  rudis  clivi  Satanas  confcenderat  arcem 
Multa  putans,  tardoque  movens  molimine  greffus : 
Nulla  fed  ulterius  patuit  via ;   limine  in  ipfo 
Tam  fpifli  inter  fe  coeuntes  agmine  denfo 
Concrevere  rubi  &  nexi  per  mutua  vepres. 
Unica-Porta  fuit,  longe  contraria,  Eoum 

Thofe  bilmy  fpoils.     As  when  to  them  who  fail  That  drove  him,  though  enamour'd,  from  the  Spouie 

Beyond  the  Cape  of  Hope,  and  now  are  paft  Of  Teiifs  Son,  and  with  a  vengeance  fent 

Mozambic,  ofF  at  Sea  North-Eaft  winds  blow  From  Mtdia  poft  to  jEgypt,  there  faft  bound. 
Sabeean  Odours  from  the  fpicy  ihore  Now  to  th'  afcent  of  that  fteep  favage  Hill 

Of  Arabie  the  bieft ;  with  fuch  delay  [League  Satan  had  journied  on,  penfive  and  fiow ; 

Well-picas'd  they  flack  their  courfe,  and  many  a  But  further  way  found  none ;  fo  thick  entwin'd, 

Chear'd  with  the  grateful  fmell  old  Ocean  fmiles.  As  one  continu'd  brake,  the  undergrowth 

So  entertain'd  thofe  odorous  fweets  the  Fiend,  Of  fhrubs  and  tangling  buihes  had  perplex'd 

Who  came  their  bane ;    though  with  them  better  All  path  of  Man,  or  Beaft,  that  pafs'd  that  way. 

Than  Afmodeus  with  thc  fiihy  fume,  [pleas'd  One  Gate  there  only  was,  and  that  look'd  Eaft 

Ad 
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Ad  latus ;   hanc  alia  confpexit  parte  Latronum 
Ut  Pater,  indignans  aditus  tentare  patentes, 
Murorumque  fuper  montifque  cacumina  faltu 
Se  volucri  dedit,  ac  recto  pede  conftitit  intus. 
Ut  Lupus  indomita.  rabie  ftimulatus  edendi, 
Obfervans  teneras  fero  qua  vefpere  claudit 
Upilio  fecurus  oves,  falit  arduus  acri 
Impete,  caularumque  fupervolat  irrita  fepta. 
Aut  levis  ut  Prasdo,  grandem  qui  Divitis  Arcam 
Nocle  petit,  fpernens  portarum  ferrea  clauftra 
Firmatafque  feras,  citus  emicat,  atque  feneftram 
Involat :   haud  aliter  teterrimus  Ille  latronum 
Profiluit,  ftabulifque  Dei  fefe  intulit  audax. 
Inde  fugam  rapit,  &  Vitae  fuper  arbore  fumma 
Confidens,  medio  hortorum  quae  maxima,  forma 
Hydricorax  patuit;   ftudio  hlc  meditatur  atroci 
Humano  mortem  generi ;   nec  dona  moratur 
Vitalis  plantae,  nec  vim ;  faftigia  tantum 

On  th'  other  fide :  which  when  th'  Arch-felon  faw,  Of  fome  rich  Burgher,  whofe  fubftantial  doors, 

Due  entrance  he  difdain'd  ;  and  in  contempt  Crofs-barr'd  and  boked  faft,  fear  no  aflault ;  . 

At  one  flight  bound  high  over-leap'd  all  Bound  In  at  the  window  climbs,  or  o'er  the  tiles ; 

Of  Hill,  or  higheft  Wall,  and  iheer  withb  So  clomb  this  firft  Grand  Thief  into  G  o  d's  Fo!d ; 

Lights  on  his  feet.    As  when  a  prowling  Wolf,  (So  fince  into  his  Church  lewd  Hirelings  climb.) 

Whom  hunger  drives  to  feek  new  haunt  for  prey,  Thence  up  he  flew,  and  on  the  Tree  of  Life, 

Watching  where  Shepherds  pen  their  Flocks  at  eve  (The  middle  Tree,  and  higheft  there  that  grew) 

In  hurdled  Cotes,  amid  the  field  fecure,  Sat  like  a  Cormorant ;  yet  not  true  Life 

Leaps  o'er  the  fence  with  eafe  into  the  Fold :  Thereby  regain'd,  but  fat  devifing  Death 

Or  as  a  Thief,  bent  to  un-hoard  the  cafli  To  them  who  liv'd :  nor  on  the  virtue  thought 

U  Expetit, 
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Expetit,  unde  acies  per  inane  licentius  erret. 
Nempe  Boni  pretium  redte  D  e  u  s  aeftimat  unus : 
Ignorant  Alii,  indignis  aut  ufibus  aptant. 

Inde  oculis  Satanas  errantibus  obvia  luftrat, 
Attonitos  quaecunque  movent  dulcedine  fenfus, 
Divitias  Naturae  omnes  in  limite  claufas 
Augufto,  &  coelum  in  terris  miratus  inhaeret. 
Quippe  D  e  i  ipfius  felicem  confpicit  Hortum : 
Maximus  hunc  Pater  Edeni  fundarat  Eois 
Limitibus ;   regio  fe  longa  trahebat  ad  Ortum, 
A  Carris  ufque  ad  turres  quas  ardua  in  aftra 
Evexit  generofa  Seleucia>  gloria  Regum 
Graiorum ;   aut  Talatha  aerias  qua  fuftulit  arces, 
Edeno  genitis  longum  ante  habitata  colonis. 
Hac  pulchra  tellure  D  e  i  ftat  pulchrior  Hortus. 
Fcecundae  gremio  Omnipotens  emergere  terrae 
Fecerat  arborei  generis  quodcunque  palatum 
Deliciis  caperet,  narefve  oculofve  teneret. 

Of  that  Jife-giving  Plant ;  but  on!y  us'd  A  Heav'n  on  Earth :  for  blifsful  Paradife 

For  profpeft,  what  well  us'd  had  been  the  pledge  Of  God  the  Garden  was,  by  him  in  th'  Eaft 

Of  immortalky.     (So  little  knows  Of  Eden  planted.     Eden  ftretch'd  her  Line 

Any,  but  God  alone,  to  value  right  From  Aurart  Eaftward  to  the  Royal  TowVs 

The  good  before  him  j  but  perverts  beft  things  Of  great  Sekucia,  buijt  by  Grecian  Kings ; 

To  woift  abufe,  or  to  their  mcaneft  ufe.)  Or  wheie  the  Sons  of  Eden  long  before 

Beneath  him  with  new  wonder  now  he  views,  Dwelt  in  Te/aJ/ar.     In  this  pleafant  foil 

To  all  delight  of  human  Senfe  expos'd  His  far  more  pleafant  Garden  God  ordain'd. 

In   narrow  room,    Nature's  whole  wealth,   yea  Out  of  the  fertile  ground  he  caus'd  to  grow 

more,  AU  Trees  of  nobleft  kind,  for  fight,  fmell,  tafte  ; 

Deliciis 
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At  procul  in  medio  Vitae  fpectabilis  Arbos 
Exftitit,  ipfli  aliis  felicior  omnibus  una, 
Floribus  ambrofiis  &  vivo  fertilis  auro. 
Proxima  letifero  fublimis  vertice  Planta 
Confurgit,  cui  poma  Bonum  dant  fcire,  Malumquc : 
Elieu  trifte  Bonum  &  magno  nimis  empta  Voluptas ! 
Rdeni  in  campis  Fluvius  tendebat  ad  auftros 
Ingens ;    hirfutique  undas  fub  concava  montis 
Redlus  agens,  ibat  fallenti  conditus  alveo : 
Montis  enim  betum  Deus  amni  injecerat  uber, 
Unde  recens  venis  terra?  fitientibus  hauftus 
Fons  hortis  falit  irriguis,  multoque  meatu 
Hinc  atque  hinc  placidarum  erumpit  rivus  aquarum. 
Tum  per  praecipitem  clivum  ftmul  agmine  faclo 
Subje£tum  in  Fluvium  rapido  iek  impete  volvunt, 
Tramite  qui  tandem  tenebrofo  emergit  ad  auras, 
Divifas  fcindens  in  flumina  quatuor  undas, 
Quas  late  diverfa  Jocis  &  gentibus  errant. 

And  all  amid  them  ftood  the  Tree  of  Life,  Upon  the  rapid  current,  which  tkrough  veins 

High  eminent,  biooming  Ambrofial  Fruit  Of  porous  Earth  with  kindly  thirfl  up  drawn 

Of  vegetable  Gold :  and  next  to  Life,  Rofe  a  frefh  Fountain,  and  with  many  a  rill 

Our  Death,  the  Tree  of  Knowledge,  grew  faft  by;  Water'd  the  Garden;  thence  united  fell 

Knowledge  of  Good  bought  dear  by  knowing  111 !  Down  the  fteep  glade,  and  met  the  nether  Floud, 

Southward  through  Eden  went  a  River  large,  Which  from  his  darkfome  paflage  now  appears : 

Nor  chang'd  his  courfe,  but  through  the  fhaggy  hill  And  now  divided  into  four  main  Streams, 

Pafs'd  underneath  ingulfd;  for  God  had  thrown  Runs  diverfe,  wandring  many  a  famous  Realm 

That  Mountain  as  His  Garden  mold,  high  rais'd  And  Country,  whereof  here  needs  no  account ; 

U  2  Verbo- 
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Verborum  fed  enim  quis  honos,  quae  gratia  pandat, 

Lucida  caerulei  fontis  quo  more  fluenta 

Subftliente  gradu  fugerent  per  gemmea  faxa, 

Ardentemque  auri  per  arenam ;  ut  nectaris  undae 

Maeandris  flexae  variis  pendentia  fubter 

Arbufta  errarent  late,  plantafque  recentes 

Vifurae,  8c  flores  Paradifi  fedibus  aptos. 

At  non  compofito  lucebant  ordine  flores, 

Laeta  fed  ingenio  dederat  Natura  benigno 

Per  colles  vallefque,  per  omnia  furgere  prata 

Liberius ;   qua  Sol  flammis  feriebat  aperta 

Camporum  exoriens,  quaque  impenetrabilis  Umbra 

./Eftivas  denfts  recreabat  frondibus  horas. 

Talis  erat  laeto  huic  ruri  fuaviflima  forma 

Dives  opum  variarum  ;   ibi  balfama  lacrimulafque 

Fragrantes  multa  fudabant  arbore  Silvae, 

Et  Nemora  aurato  radiantia  cortice  gratos 

Sponte  miniftrabant  guftus :   Nemora  inter,  amceni 

But  rather  to  tell  hovv,  if  Art  could  tell,  The  open  field,  and  where  the  un-pierc'd  Shade 

How  from  that  Saphire  Fount  the  crifped  Brooks,  Imbrown'd  the  noon-tide  Bow'rs.   Thus  was  this 

Rolling  on  Orient  Pearl  and  fands  of  Gold,  place 

With  mazy  error  under  pendent  fliades  A  happy  rural  feat  of  various  view  : 

Ran  Neftar,  vifiting  each  plant,  and  fed  Groves,  whofe  rich  Trees  wept  od'rous  gums  and 

Flo\v'rs  worthy  of  Paradife  :  which  not  nice  Art  balm : 

In  beds  and  curious  knots,  but  Nature  boon  Others,  whofe  Fruit,  burniih'd  with  Golden  Rind, 

Pour'd  forth  profufe  on  hill,  and  dale,  and  plain;  Hung  amiable,  (Hefperian  fables  true, 

Both  where  the  morning  Sun  firft  wannly  fmote  If  true,  here  only)  and  of  delicious  tafte. 

Saltus ; 
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Saltus ;  plurimaquc  excclfos  fuper  edita  montes 
Planitics :   tum  molli  errantes  graminis  herba 
Lanigerae  pafcuntur  Oves.     Hinc  fc  juga  tollunt 
Palmicoma,  aut  riguae  Convallis  mollior  ora 
Dat  florum  omnigenos  gremio  variante  colores. 
Hinc  Spelea  umbris  frigentibus,  antraque  dulci 
SeccfTu ;   quae  denfa  involvens  fronde,  racemis 
Purpureis  Vitis  tumet,  &  vaga  brachia  tcndit 
Luxurians :  juxta  dat  murmur  amabile  Lympha 
Tramite  declivi,  &  partitos  didita  rivos 
Aut  jacit,  aut  junctos  latum  componit  in  aequor ; 
Laeve  fimul  Ipeculum  praetendens,  unde  relucent 
Ornatae  viridi  myrtorum  margine  ripae. 
Cantarunt  &  Aves ;   vernaeque  procaciter  Aurae 
Per  tremulas  flrepuere  comas  :    Ipfa,  inter  &  Horas 
Connexas  Charitefque^  vacans  Natura  choreis 
Ver  dextra.  tulit  aetemum.     Non  his  Paradifl 
Deliciis  praedulce  folum  certaverit  Enncey 

Betwixt  them  Lawns  or  level  Downs,  and  Flocks  Down  the  flope  hilL-,  dilpersd,  or  in  a  lake, 

Graaing  the  tender  herb,  were  interpos'd :  (That  to  the  fringed  bank  with  myrtle  crown'd 

Or  palmy  hilloc,  or  the  flow'ry  lap  Her  cryltal  mirror  ho)ds)  unite  their  ftreams. 

Of  fome  irriguous  valley  fpread  her  ftore ;  The  Birds  their  quire  apply  :  Airs,  vernal  Airs, 

Flow*rs  of  all  hue,  and  without  Thorn  the  Rofe.  Bieathing  thc  fmell  of  field  and  grove,  attune 

Another  fide,  umbrageous  Grots  and  Caves  The  trembling  leaves ;  while  Univerfal  Pan, 

Of  cool  recefs ;  o'er  which  the  mantling  Vine  Knit  with  the  Graecs,  and  the  Hcurs,  in  dance, 

Lays  forth  her  purple  grape,  and  gently  creeps  Led  on  th*  Eternal  Spring.     Not  that  fair  field 

Luxuriant.     Mean  while  murm'ring  waters  fall  Of  Enna,  where  Proferpine  gathering  flowr's, 

Filia 
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Filia  qua.  Cereris  periit,  dum  gramine  molli 

Formofos  legeret  flores  formofior  ipfa : 

Non  his  vel  Daphnes  fiiva  aurea,   Orontis  ad  alta 

Flumina,  Cajlaliique  arcana  oracula  fontis; 

Tritonifue  almis  humefcens  Nyfa  fluentis, 

Qua  Chamus  Pater  (hunc  Gentes  Ammona  yovemque 

Dixerunt  Lybicum)  puerum  cum  matre  tenellum 

Celabat,  metuens  furias  fraudefque  Novercze. 

Nec  vero  eximio  contenderit  ipfe  decore 

Mons  Amarcz  (JEthiopum  reges  qua  folibus  uftam 

Tutantur  fobolem)   rutilis  ad  nubila  faxis 

Afcendens ;    iter  aeftivas,  quam  longa,  diei. 

Hic  Satanas  nulla  mentem  dulcedine  tadtus 

Delicias  vidit  varias,  loca  lasta,  beatos 

Indigenas,  &  cundta  novi  miracula  mundi. 

At  Bini,  queis  forma  aderat  praeftantior,  atque  Os 
Ere&um,  nuds  Par  majeftatis  honore 
Veftitum  ingenuo,  rerum  patuere  Tyranni, 

Her  felf  a  fairer  Flow'r,  by  gloomy  Dis  Nor  where  AiaJJin  Kings  theii  ISae  guard, 

Was  gather'd;  wh;ch  coft  Ceres  all  that  pain  Mount  Amara  (though  this  by  fome  fuppos"d 

To  feek  her  through  the  world :  northatfweetGrove  True  Paradife)  under  the  Ethiop  Line 

Of  Dafbne  by  Orontes,  and  th'  infpir'd  By  Ki/as  head,  enclos'd  with  fnining  Rock, 

Cajialian  Spring,  might  with  this  Paradife  A  whole  day's  journey  high;  but  wide  remote 

Of  Eden  ftrive  :  nor  that  Nyfeian  Ifle  From  this  AJJyrian  Garden  :  where  the  Fiend 

Girt  with  the  River  Triton,  where  old  Cbatn,  Saw  undelighted  all  delight,  all  kind 

(Whom  Gentiles  Ammon  call,  and  Lytian  Jove)  Of  living  Creatures,  new  to  fight,  and  ftrange. 
Hid  Amaltbea,  and  her  fiorid  Son  Two  of  far  nobler  fliape,  eretl  and  tall, 

Voung  Baccbus,  from  his  Stepdame  Rieah  eyc  :  Godlike  ereft,  with  native  Honour  clad, 


Et 
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Et  digni  patucrc.     Parentis  imagine  magni 
Altior  inducrat  claros  Sapientia  vultus, 
Sancla  Fides,  firma  lntegritas,  Pietafque  fupremum 
Sponte  colens  fine  lege  Patrem :   hinc  Reverentia  major 
Subfcquitur,  verumque  Decus.     Sed  difpare  Sexu 
Diverfa?  elucent  Dotes.     Hic  ad  ardua  dona 
Confilii  ingentis,  Virtutifque  aufa  feveras 
Compofitus ;   blandis  Illa  Artibus  apta  placendi ; 
Unius  Hic  fub  jura  Dei,  Sponfi  Illa  DEique. 
Huic  Frons  magna  patens  &  Lumina  celfa  fatentur 
Imperium  fublime ;   altoque  a  vertice  fufa, 
Ordinibus  divifa  zequis,  hyacinthina  pendet 
Caefaries ;    denfb  &  defcendens  agmine,  late 
Marmorea  cervice  humerifque  recumbit  in  amplis. 
Illam  aureas  fine  more  comse,  fine  lege  vagantes, 
Ufque  etiam  medium,  qua  parte  gracillima,  corpus 
Ceu  velo  decorant,  luduntque  hinc  inde  folutis 
Orbibus,  ut  tenera  infle&it  fibi  germina  Vitis. 


In  naked  Majefty  feem'd  Lords  of  all ; 
And  worthy  feem'd :  for  in  their  looks  Divine 
The  Image  of  their  glorious  Maker  fhone, 
Truth,   Wifdom,  Sanftitude  fevere  and  pure, 
Severe  ;  but  in  true  filial  freedom  plac'd ; 
Whence  true  authority  in  men  :  though  both 
Not  equal,  as  their  Sex  not  equal  feem'd  : 
For  contemplation  He  and  valour  form'd ; 
For  Softnefs  She,  and  f^veet  attraftive  Gracc ; 


He,  for  God  only;  fhe,  for  God  in  Him. 
His  fair  large  Front  and  Eye  fublime  declarM 
Abfolute  rule ;  and  Hyacinthin  Locks 
Round  from  his  parted  forelock  manly  hung 
Cluitring,  but  not  beneath  his  fhoulders  broad. 
She,  as  a  veil,  down  to  the  flender  waifr. 
Her  unadorned  golden  treffes  wore 
DisfhevePd,  but  in  wanton  ringlets  wav'd, 
As  the  Vine  curls  her  tendrils :  which  imply'd 


Scilicet 
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Scilicet  his  fignis  ultro  fefe  ipfa  marito 
Cefluram  oflendit ;   modo  mollibus  Ille  decorurh 
Imperiis  reprimat  faftum,  moderamine  leni 
Dulce  reluctantem  fuperans  &  dulce  morantem. 
Tempore  non  illo  membra  illa  arcana  latebant; 
Necdum  inhoneftus  Honor  tentarat  corda,  Pudorque 
Infamis,  Scelerum  proles.     Heu  Nomina  falfa 
Virtutum,  vanifque  leves  prastextibus  Umbra?, 
Quantum  res  hominum  ftudio  turbaftis  inani ! 
Flos  vitze  vitalis  abit ;   fugit  optima  morum 
Simplicitas ;   puras  perierunt  Gaudia  mentis. 

Sic  curfum  nudi  duxere,  nec  ora  Seraphum 
Nec  fummi  metuere  D  e  i ;   nam  pe&ore  puro 
Nil  fibi  confcivere,  ulnis  per  mutua  nexis 
Impliciti ;   quales  non  deinde  amplexibus  unquam 
Junxit  Amor ;   poft  fe  natis  formofior  Ille, 
Illa  fuper  cunctas  longe  pulcherrima  natas. 
Gramineo  tum  membra  toro  pofuere  fub  umbra 


SubjecHon,  but  requir'd  with  gentle  fway ; 
And  by  her  yielded,  by  him  beft  receiv'd : 
Yielded  with  coy  fubmiffion,  modeft  pride, 
And  fweet  reluftant  amorous  delay. 
Nor  thofe  myfterious  parts  were  then  conceal'd ; 
Then  was  not  guilty  Shame,  difhoneft  Shame 
Of  Nature's  Works,  Honour  difhonourable, 
Sin-bred,  how  have  yc  troubled  all  mankind 


And  banifh'd  from  man's  life  his  happieft  life, 
Simplicity,  and  fpotlefs  innocenee ! 

So  pafs'd  they  naked  on,  nor  ftwn'd  the  ligfit 
Of  God  or  Angel  ;  for  they  thought  no  111. 
So  hand  in  hand  they  pafs'd,  the  lovelieft  pair 
That  ever  fince  in  love's  embraces  met ; 
^dam  the  goodlieft  man  of  men  fmce  born 
His  Sons ;  the  faireft  of  her  Daughters  Eve. 


With  ftiews  inftead,  mere  fhcws,  of  feeming  Pare ;     Under  a  tuft  of  fhade,  that  on  a  grecn 


Verticis 
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Verticis  arborci,  zephyrrs  ftrepitante  canoris 
Proptcr  aquas  rivum  egelidae ;   hortenfifque  laboris 
Sat  tantum  exacto,  placidis  fruercntur  ut  auris 
Lastius,  &  requies  lentis  magis  alma  placeret, 
Utquc  fiti  melius  fuadcnte  famcque  falubri 
Gauderent,  ccenas  accumbunt ;   frudlufque  revellunt 
Nectareos,  fructus,  quos  ipfa  volcntia  dextris 
Germina  tendebant,  molli  ut  federe  reclines 
In  ripa,  variorum  illufa  flore  colorum. 
Pomorum  pafcuntur  opes,  lymphafque  cavato 
Cortice  fufcipiunt  rivis  falientibus  hauftas, 
Unde  ardens  reftincta  fitis.     Nec  mollia  deerant 
Blandimenta,  joci,  illecebrae,  rifufque  placentes, 
Par  decet  ut  tenerum,  felici  fcedere  junctos, 
Sola  fuper  laetis  carpentes  otia  campis. 
At  Pecudes  circum  varice  (queis  deinde  feroces 
Acceflere  animi)  quot  Deferta  avia,  Silvas, 
Quot  Saltus  aut  Antra  tenent,  faliere  petulcae. 


Stood  whifp'ring  foft,  by  a  frefh  fountain  fide 
They  fat  them  down ;  and  after  no  more  toil 
Of  their  fweet  gard'ning  kbour,  than  fufEc'd 
To  recommend  cool  Zepbyr,  and  made  eafe 
More  eafy,  wholfome  thirft,  and  appetite 
More  giateful ;  to  their  Supper-Fruits  they  fell : 
Neclarine  Fruits,  which  the  compliant  boughs 
Yielded  them,  fide-long  as  they  fat  recline 
On  the  foft  downy  bank  damask'd  with  flow'rs. 


The  favoury  pulp  they  chew,  and  in  the  rind, 
Still  as  they  thirfted,  fcoop  the  brimming  ftream. 
Nor  gentle  purpofe,  nor  endearing  fmiles 
Wanted,  nor  youthful  dalliance,  as  befeems 
Fair  couple,  link'd  in  happy  nuptial  League, 
Alone  as  they.     About  them  frisking  plaid 
All  Beafts  of  th'  Earth,  fince  wild,   and  of  all 

chafe, 
In  Wood,  or  Wildernefs,  Foreft,  or  Den ; 


Ipfe 
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Ipfe  Leo  exercet  lufus,  Haedumque  tcnellum 
Unguibus  innocuis  agitat ;   cum  Tigribus  Urfi 
Informes,  Pardi  Lyncefque,  abnormibus  una 
Mifcentur  choreis :   quin  magna  mole  laborans 
Sefe  Elephas  vafto  contorquet  corpore,  lsetos 
Concilians  rifus,  facilemque  Probofcida  fleclit. 
Tum  Serpens  varias  verfans  longa  agmina  caud» 
Errabat  iinuofus,  inextricabile  textum 
Subdolus  involvens,  &  fraudis  figna  futurae, 
Jam  minus  obfervata,  dabat.     Pars  altera  campo 
Strata  jacet  temere,  &  depaftas  ruminat  herbas 
Securum  recubans ;   molles  petit  altera  fomnos : 
Pronus  in  Oceanum  nam  Sol  temone  ruebat 
Praecipiti,  &  fummo  tacitae  praenuntia  noctis 
Sidera  furgebant  coelo.     Dein  lumina  moefta 
Obtutu  longum  Satanas  defixus  in  uno 
Hasc  tandem  trifti  obluctans  vix  protulit  ore : 

Heu  quae  oculos  ingrata  meos  Spectacla  morantur  ? 

Sporting  the  Lion  ramP'd,  and  in  his  paw  CouchM,  and  now  fill'd  with  pafture  gazing  fat, 

Dandled  the  Kid ;  Bears,  Tigers,  Ounces,  Pards,  Or  bed-ward  ruminating:  for  the  Sun 

Gambord  before  them  ;  th'  unweildy  Elephant  Declin'd  was  hafting  now  with  prone  career 

To   make   them  mirth    us'd   all  his   might,    and  To  th' Ocean  Ifles ;  and  in  th'  afcendmg  fcale 

His  lithe  Probofcis :  clofe  the  Serpent  fly    [wreath'd  Of  Heav'n  the  Stars  that  uflier  Evenmg  rofe  : 

Infinuating  wove  with  Gordian  twine  When  Sattrn  ftill  in  gaze,  as  firft  he  ftood, 

His  braided  train,  and  of  his  fatal  guile  Scarce  thus  at  length  fail'd  fpeech  recover'd  fad : 
Gave  procf  unheeded.    Others  on  the  grafs  O  Hell !  what  do  mine  eyes  with  gnef  behold . 

En 
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En  noftras  dotcs  &  aviti  culmen  honoris 
Invafcre  induta  novas  Animalia  formas 
Altcra ;    Terrigenae  forfan,  neque  enim  zetheris  alti 
Sunt  gcnus ;    at  gente  aetherea  vix  lucc  minores. 
Ut  toto  attonitus  demiror  pedtore !    Amori 
Vix  etiam  abftineo ;   tam  viva  ardefcit  in  ipfis 
Forma  Dei  ;  penitufque  omnes  difFufa  per  artus 
Arte  Creatoris  pulcherrima  Gratia  ridet. 
Ah  corda  innocua,  &  venientis  neicia  fati, 
Quasque  vices  rerum,  &  qualis  fortuna  propinquat ! 
Has  cito  delicias  fugient,  feriefque  fubibit 
Curarum  ;   crefcetque  Dolor,  feu  Gaudia  crefcunt : 
Magna  fatis,  fugitiva  at  Gaudia ;   fulgida  cceli 
Templa  quidem,  fed  templa  parum  munita  tenetis. 
Hoftis  amarus  adeft,  finefque  invadit  amcenos 
Fortior ;   at  neque  vos  odiis  hoftilibus  urget. 
Quam  vellem  heu  veftras  ultro,  immiferabilis  ipfe, 
Fortunas  mifereri !    Hinc  longo  fcedere  jungi 

Into  our  room  of  blifs  thus  high  advanc'd  Your  change  approaches ;  when  all  thefe  delights 

Creatures  of  other  mould ;  earth-bom  perhaps,  Will  vanifh,  and  deliver  ye  to  woe ; 

Not  Spirits ;  yet  to  heav'nly  Spirits  bright  More  woe,  the  more  your  tafte  is  now  of  joy : 

Little  inferior ;  whom  my  thoughts  purfue  Happy ;  but  for  fo  happy  ill  fecur'd 

With  wonder,  and  could  love :  fo  lively  fliines  Long  to  continue ;  and  this  high  feat  your  Heav'n, 

In  them  Divine  Refemblance,  and  fuch  grace  III  fenc'd  for  Heav'n,  to  keep  out  fuch  a  foe 

The  hand  that   form'd  'em  on  their  Ihape  hath    As  now  is  enter'd :  yet  no  purpos'd  foe 

pour'd.  To  You,  whom  I  could  pity  thus  forlorn, 

Ah  gentle  pair !  ye  little  think  how  nigh  Though  I  unpitied.     League  with  you  I  feek, 

X  2  Vobif- 
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Vobifcum  eft  animus :   fociis  nos  fedibus  una, 
Communi  fub  lege,  aeterno  habitabimus  aevo. 
Noftra  domus  forfan  minus  hoc  jucunda  receflu  eft, 
Efto,  nec  impellet  tanta  dulcedine  fenfus : 
At  capite,  at  laeti  fuccedite ;   condidit  illam 
Idem  Opifex,  ultroque  mihi  dedit.     En  Ego  vobis 
Sponte  dabo :   Hofpitibus  tantis  referabitur  omnis 
Janua,  colle&ofque  effundent  Tartara  reges. 
Magna  ibi,  non  qualis  claufos  nunc  ardta  coercet, 
Fundetur  regio  imperiis,  natofque  frequentes 
Excipiet :    fuerit  fi  forte  inamcenior,  Illum 
Arguite,  huc  me  odiis  qui  compulit ;   Illius  ergo 
Vos  fequor  immeritos  haud  fponte  ultricibus  iris. 
Quin  veftrum  innocuis  devidtus  moribus  ultro 
Mollefcam,  ni  dulcis  Honos,  ni  publica  Caufa, 
Vindkteeque  Amor,  atque  augendi  Gloria  regni 
Orbe  novo,  ftimulent  animos,  infandaque  cogant 
Invitum  moliri,  aliter  quae  pectore  toto 

And  mutual  amity,  fo  ftrait,  fo  clcfe,  (Not  like  thefe  narrow  limits,)  to  receive 

That  i  with  you  muit  dwell,  or  you  with  me  Your  numerous  offspring  :  If  no  better  place, 

Henceforth.     My  Dwelling  haply  may  not  pleafe,  Thank  Him,  who  puts  me  loath  to  this  revenge 

Like  this  fair  Paradife,  yourfenfe;  yet  fuch  On  you,  who  wrong  me  not,  for  Him  who  wrong'd. 

Accept,  your  Maker's  work ;  He  £»ve  it  me,  And  fhould  I  at  your  harmlefs  innocence 

Which  I  as  freely  give.     Hell  fhall  unfold,  Melt,  as  I  do,  yet  public  Reafon  juft, 

To  entertain  you  two,  her  wideft  Gates,  Honour,  and  Empire  with  Revenge  enlarg'd 

And  fend  forth  all  her  King».    There  will  be  room  By  conqu'ring  this  new  World,  compels  me  now 

Ipfe 
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Ipfe  etiam  horraerim,  diri  damnatus  Averni. 

Sic  Satanas  foedum  fpecie  praetexit  inani 
Flagitium,  fatum  fimulans  faevumque  Necefle, 
More  tyrannorum  folito :   deinde  arboris  altas 
Defilit  aeria  praeceps  ftatione  procaces 
Quadrupedum  in  turmas,  Huic  aiTimilatus  &  IUi, 
Ut  libet ;    &  varias  formas,  varia  induit  ora, 
Explorans  fiqua  celatus  imagine  praedam 
Cerneret  interius,  morefque  habitufque  notando, 
Quaenam  illis  data  fors,  &  quae  Natura,  videret. 
Jamque  Leo  incedit  lento  circum  undique  paffu 
Flammantes  volvens  oculos ;   nunc  Tigrida  torvam 
Mentitur,  geminos  vidit  quae  valle  reducta 
Cervorum  in  tenero  ludentes  gramine  foetus : 
Jam  terram  contracta  fovet ;  jam  deinde  refurgens 
Permutat  fedem,  fpeculamque  huc  fubdola  8c  illuc 
Saepe  movet,  graviore  ictu  quo  certius  unguem 
Exerat,  atque  ambos  pedibus  fimul  auferat  uncis. 

To  do,  what  elfe,  though  damn'd,  I  fhould  abhor.     To  mark  what  of  their  ftate  he  more  mlght  Iearn, 

So  fpake  the  Fiend,  and  with  Neceffity,  Ey  word  or  aftion  mark'd.    About  them  round 

The  Tyrant's  plea,  excus'd  his  devilifh  deeds.  A  Lion  now  he  ftalks  with  liery  Glare ; 

Then  from  his  lofty  ftand  on  that  high  Tree  Then  as  a  Tiger,  who  by  chance  hath  fpy'd 

Down  he  alights,   among  the  fportful  Herd  In  fome  purlieu  two  gentle  Fawns  at  play, 

Of  thofe  four-footed  kinds;  himfelf  now  one,  Strait  couches  clofe,  then  rifing  changes  oft 

Now  other,  as  their  fhape  beft  ferv'd  his  end  His  couchant  watch,  as  one  who  chofe  his  ground 

Nearer  to  view  his  prey,  and  unefpy'd  Whence  rulhing  he  might  fnreft  feize  them  both, 


Ecce 
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Ecce  autem  attenta.  totus  convertitur  aure 

Perculfus  mira  Sata?ias  novitate  loquelas, 

Dum  princeps  Hominum  Adamus  primam  ordinis  Evam 

Foeminei  affatur,  funditque  has  pedlore  voces : 

Has  6  delicias  quas  dividis  unica  mecum, 
Divifafque  auges  eadem,  6  fuprema  mariti 
Gaudia ;    Qui  nutu  excelfo  nos  finxit,  &  iilas 
ConcefTit  facilis  fedes  dulcefque  receflus, 
Quanta  Patris,  quam  immenfa,  fui  quam  prodiga  Virtusf 
Extulit  ille  luto  e  vili,  Ioca  lasta  colenda 
Immeritis  etiam  indulfit ;   nihil  indigus  Ille 
Noftras  opis,  hasc  ultro  tribuit;    folamque  benignus 
Dat  legem,  folum  obfequii  vult  pignus,  ut  omni 
Ex  gente  arborea  fola  illibata  fit  Arbos, 
Per  quam  Scire  datur,  Vitali  proxima  Planta? : 
Ufque  adeo  Vitam  Mortis  vicinia  tangit. 
Sed  Mors  ifta  quid  eft?     Res  certe  horrenda,  fevera 
Indixit  quam  voce  Deus  (meminifTe  necefle  eft 


Grip'd  in  each  paw.     When  Adam  firft  of  men 
To  firft  of  women  Eve  thus  moving  fpeech, 
Turn'd  him  all  ear  to  hear  new  utterance  flow. 
Sole  partner,  and  fole  part  of  all  thefe  joys, 
Dearer  thy  felf  than  all ;  needs  muft  the  Pow'r 
That  made  us,  and  for  us  this  ample  World, 
Be  infinitely  good,  and  of  his  good 
As  liberal  and  free,  as  infinite  ; 
That  rais'd  us  from  the  duft,  and  plac'd  us  hete 
In  all  this  happinefs,  who  at  his  hand 


Have  nothing  merited,  nor  can  perform 

Ought  whereof  He  hath  need  ;  He  who  requires 

From  us  no  other  fervice  than  to  keep 

This  one,  this  eafie  Charge ;  of  all  die  Trees 

In  Paradife  that  bear  delicious  fruit 

So  various,  not  to  tafte  that  only  Tree 

Of  Knowledge,  planted  by  the  Tree  of  Life. 

So  near  grows  Death  to  Life,  whate'er  Death  is ; 

Some  dreadful  thing  no  doubt :  for  well  thou  know'ft, 

God  hath  pronounc'd  it  dcath  to  tafte  that  Tree, 

Heu 
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Heu  nimium)  vetitos  audenti  carpere  fructus. 
Obfequii  haec  nobis  Lex  unica,  figna  tot  inter 
Imperii,  quod  nos  late  fuper  omnia,  vaftum 
Quae  pelagus  terrafque  colunt,  quaeque  aeris  auras, 
Evehit.     Ergo  una  cohiberi  lcge  dolebit 
Tam  facili,  quibus  uberior  concefla  facultas 
Caetera  carpendi  pafiim,  tot  gaudia  plenis 
Luxuriant  rivis  ?     Quin  jugi  laude  Parentem 
Muniflcum  canimus  ?    Quin  penfa  reviflmus  ultro 
Dulcia  ?     Quin  colimus  flores  plantafque  putamus  ? 
Si  Labor  hoc  fuerit,  Tecum  Labor  ipfe  Voluptas. 

Tum  Sic  Eva  refert :   O  cui  focianda  marito, 
Aufpice  quo  vitam  accepi,  Te  carne  lubenter 
Sufficiente  tua  carnem  mihi ;    Quo  fine  fruftra 
Spirarem ;    Te  laeta  colo  Regemque  Ducemque. 
Certe  digna  mones :    Olli  nos  folvere  laudem 
Afliduam,  aeternique  decet  vectigal  honoris ; 
At  Me  apprima  decet,  tanto,  Te  Conjuge,  forte 

The  only  fign  of  our  obedience  left,  To   prune  thefe   growing  PlaBts,    and  tend  thefe 
Among  fo  many  figns  of  pow'r  and  rule  [Flo\vr's  ; 

Conferr'd  upon  us,  and  Dominion  giv'n  Which  were  it  toilfome,  yet  with  Thee  weie  fweet. 
Over  all  other  Creatures  that  poffefs  To  whom  thus  Eve  reply'd :   O  thou  for  whom 

Earth,  Air,  and  Sea.    Then  let  us  not  think  hard  And  from  whom  I  was  form'd,  flefn  of  thy  flefh, 

One  eafle  prohibition,  who  enjoy  And  without  whom  am  to  no  end  ;  my  Guide, 

Free  leave  fo  large  to  all  things  elfe,  and  choice  And  Head :  what  thou  hafl  faid  is  juft,  and  right. 

Unlimited  of  manifold  delights :  For  we  to  Him  indeed  all  praifes  owe, 

But  let  us  ever  praife  Him,  and  extoll  And  daily  thanks  ;  I  chiefly,  who  enjoy 

His  Bounty,  following  our  delightful  task  So  far  the  happier  Lot,  enjoying  Thee 

QU33 
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Quae  meliore  fruor;   dum  foedere  vin&us  iniquo 
Tu  reperire  parem  nufquam  potes.     Ut  juvat  illum 
Saepe  animo  revocare  Diem,  cum  vincula  primum 
Difcutiens  fomni  memet  fpeculabar  in  umbra, 
Mollia  florifero  recubantem  membra  cubili. 
Tum  quibus  in  terris,  Quid  eram,  mirabar,  &  Unde, 

Quo  Duce !    Nec  longe,  nigranti  effufa  caverna, 

Murmure  cum  rapido  vis  rauca  erupit  aquarum, 
Quae  liquidos  late  in  campos  diffufa,  fereno 
Stabat  clara  finu,  purifque  fimillima  coelis. 
Hic  Ego,  inexperta  jam  mente  ignara  rudifque, 
Me  viridi  temere  fundebam  in  graminis  herba, 
Infpectura  lacus,  purofque  in  marmore  coelos. 
Ecce  autem,  flexa  in  lymphas  dum  lumina  tendo, 
JEmula  Forma  mei  fpeculo  lucente  refulflt, 
Ipfa  mihi  tendens  fimili  fua  lumina  vultu. 
Me  revoco ;   revocat  pariter  fe  Forma ;   redibam 

0 

Laetior ;   Illa  redit  placido  non  fegnius  ore, 

Preeminent  by  fo  much  odds ;  while  Thoa  Pure  as  th1  expanfe  of  Heav'n :   I  thither  went 

Like  confort  to  thy  felf  can'ft  no  where  find.  With  unexperienc'd  thought,  and  laid  me  down 

That  day  I  oft  remember,  when  from  fleep  On  the  grecn  bank,  to  look  into  the  clear 

I  firft  awak'd,  and  found  my  felf  repos'd  Smooth  Lake,  that  to  me  feem'd  another  Sky. 

Under  a  fhade,  on  flow'rs;  much  wond'ringwhere,  As  I  bent  down  to  look,  juft  oppofite 

And  what  I  was,  whence  thither  brought,  and  how.  A  Shape  within  the  watry  gleam  appear'd, 

Not  diftant  far  from  thence  a  murmuring  found  Bending  to  look  on  me  :   I  flarted  back ; 

Of  waters  iflu'd  from  a  Cave,  and  fpread  It  ftarted  back  :  but  pleas'd  I  foon  return'd  ; 

Into  a  liquid  Plain ;  then  ftood  unmov'd  Pleas'd  it  return'd  as  foon,  with  anfwering  looks 

Cognatos 
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Cognatos  facili  rifu  teftata  calores. 

Ufque  &  adhuc  oculos  penitiis  defixa  filentes 

Tabueram  molli  flamma,  ni  talibus  aures 

Vox  cita  pertigerat  monitis :   Quod  cernis  in  unda", 

Quod  cupidis  luftras  oculis,  Pulcherrima  rerum, 

Forma  tua  eft ;   tecum  illa  venit,  tecumque  recedit. 

At  fequere ;    &  ducam,  qua  non  levis  umbra  vetabit 

Amplexus :    Ulum  ipfum  oculis,  Tu  cujus  Imago, 

Continges ;    Illi  irrupto  data  foedere,  prolem 

Innumeram  fimilemque  Tui  dabis :    Unde  Hominum  Gens 

Te  libi  communem  referet  per  faecula  Matrem. 

Quid  facerem  ?    Occulto  duce  perfuadente,  fequebar ; 

Teque  vaga  platani  fufum  fub  fronde  videbam, 

Procerum,  &  forma  infigni ;   verum  ore,  fatebor, 

Molle  minus  radiante,  minus  ridente  decorum, 

Lucida  quam  vitreo  quze  flumine  fulfit  Imago. 

Me  refero.     Tu  deinde  alta  fic  voce  fecutus : 

Quem  fugis,  Eva  ?    Redi,  Pulcherrima !    Nafceris  Illo 

Of  fympathy  and  love  :  there  I  had  fix'd  Infeparably  thine,  to  him  ftialt  bear 

Mine  eyes  till  now,  and  pin'd  with  vain  defire,  Multitudes  like  thy  felf,  and  thence  be  calTd 

Had  not  a  voice  thus  warn'd  me :    What  thou  Mother  of  human  Race.     What  could  I  do, 

fceft,  But  follow  ftrait,  invifibly  thus  led, 

What  there  thou  feeft,  fair  Creature,  is  thy  felf;  Till  I  efpy'd  thee,  fair  indeed  and  tall, 

With  thee  it  came  and  goes :  but  follow  me,  Under  a  Plantan ;  yet  methought  left  fair, 

And  I  vvill  bring  thee  where  no  fhadow  ftays  Lefs  winning  foft,  lefs  amiably  mild, 

Thy  coming,  and  thy  foft  embraces;  He  Than  that  fmooth  watry  Image  ?    Back  I  turn'd : 

Whofe  image  thou  art :  him  thou  ftialt  enjoy  Thou  following  cryd'ft  aloud,  Return  fair  Eve, 

y  Quem 


i7o  MBER     QJJARTUS. 

Quem  fugis ;  ipfa  Caro  Tute  Illius,  Illius  Ofla : 
Ex  latere  hoc  folidas  vitae,  quae  proxima  cordi, 
Fundebam  vires ;   ut  Te  latus  ufque  prementem 
Sortirer  comitem  optatam :   Te  dimidium  Mi 

Vendico,  Pars  Animae  cariflima  !    Tum  tibi  dextra 

Blanda  meam  rapuit :   conceili  ;   &  tempore  ab  illo 
Jam  video,  quantum  formae  muliebris  Honori 
Praeniteant  animi  Dotes  &  mafcula  Virtus. 

Hasc  effata  Hominum  Mater  communis,  amicis 
Luminibus  cafli  illecebras  vibrabat  amoris, 
Obfequio  miftas ;   primoque  innixa  Parenti 
Suaviter,  atque  ulna  partim  complexa,  papilla 
Turgidula  medium  prefTabat  pectus,  obumbrans 
Candorem  fluitantum  auro  fulgente  comarum. 
Ille  &  deliciis  formae  geftuque  decoro 
Percitus,  augufto  ridet  venerabile  vultu  ; 
Qualis  ubi  Sponfam  complexus  yupiter^  almas 
Fcecundat  nubes,  quae  vernos  ubere  flores 

Whom  fly-ffc  thou?  Whom  thou  fly'ft,  of  Him  thou  And  Wifdom,  which  alone  is  truly  fair. 

art,  So  fpake  our  general  Mother ;  and  with  eyei 

His  flefh,  his  bone  ;  to  give  thee  Being  I  lent  Of  conjugal  attradlion  unreprov'd, 

Out  of  my  fide  to  thee,  neareft  my  heart,  And  meek  furrender,  half  embracing  lean'd 

Subftantial  Life,  to  have  thee  by  my  fide  On  our  firft  Father  :  half  her  fwelling  Breaft 

Henceforth  an  individual  folace  dear :  Naked  met  his,  under  the  flowing  gold 

Part  of  my  Soul,  I  feek  thee ;  and  thee  claim,  Of  her  loofe  trelTes  hid.     He  (in  delight 

My  other  half!  —  With  that,  thy  gentle  hand  Both  of  her  Beauty,  and  fubmifSve  Charms,) 

Seis'd  mine  :  I  yielded ;  and  from  that  time  fee  Smil'd  with  fuperior  Love ;  as  Jupiter 

How  Beauty  is  excel'd  by  Manly  Grace,  On  Juno  fmiles,  when  he  impregns  the  clouds, 

Pant 
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Dant  gremio.     Illum  adc6  caftis  fincera  labellis 
Ofcula  libantem  Satanas  confpexit,  8c  ora 
Invidus  averfa  abripuit :   fed  fope  malignum 
Refpiciens,  oculifque  obliqua  tuentibus  aegram 
Confeftiis  mcntem,  haec  mcefto  fecum  ingemit  ore : 

Proh  dolor  excrucians !     Ingratum,  inamabilc  vifu  ! 
Hine  adco  impliciti  fecum  focialibus  ulnis, 
Complexu  Paradifeo  (qui  fuavior  ullis 
Edeni  illccebris)  omnes  dulcedine  fenfus 
Perfufi.  haerebunt ;    dum  triftem  Ego  trudor  in  Orcum, 
Qua  nec  fpirat  Amor,  nec  Gaudia ;   fola  Libido, 
Pcenarum  haud  minima,  exuftis  furiofa  medullis 
iEftuat,  ajternaque  llti  implacabilis  ardet  ? 
Haud  tamen  ex  memori  labatur  mente,  quod  ipfos 
Narrare  audivi:    Non  Illis  omnia  rerum 
In  manibus :    Planta  eft,  quas  fcire  dat  abdita  Divum  ; 
Hasc  utcunque  vago  manet  interdicta  palato. 
At  quorfum  interditta  ?    An  dotem  inviderit  iftam 

That  Ihed  Mny  FIow'rs ;  and  prefs'd  her  Matron  Where  neither  joy,  nor  love,  but  fierce  defire, 

lip  (Among  our  other  torments  not  the  leaft) 

With  kiffes  pure.     Afide  the  Devil  turn'd  Still  unfulfiird  %vith  pain  of  longing,  pines/ 

For  envy ;  yet  wkh  jealous  leer  malign  Yet  Iet  me  not  forget  what  I  have  gain'd 

Ey'd  them  askance,  and  to  himfelf  thus  plain'd :  From  their  own  mouths :   All  is  not  Theirs,  it 

Sight  hateful,  fight  tormenting  !  Thus  thefe  Tvvo,  feems  : 

hnparadis'd  in  one  another's  arms,  One  fatal  Tree  there  ftands,  of  Knowledge  call'd, 

(The  happier  Eden)  fhall  enjoy  their  fill  Forbidden  them  to  tafle.     Knowledge  forbidden  ? 

Of  blifs  on  blifs :  while  I  to  Hell  am  thruft,  Sufpicious,  reafonlefs.     Why  fhould  their  Lord 

Y  2  Omn^ 
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Omnipotens  ?    Num  Scire  nefas  ?    Num  morte  luendum  ? 
Num  Nefcire  Salus  ?    Hoc  pendent  Gaudia  filo  ? 
Ergone  &  obfequium  tali  virtute,  fidemque 
Teftantur  ?    Salve  facies  pulcherrima  fraudis 
Quam  meditor,  fpefque  ingentis  non  vana  ruinae ! 
Letiferae  hinc  adeo  graviore  libidine  Plantae 
Flagrantes  incendam  animos,  ut  jufla  recufent 
Invida,  queis  premitur  generofi  pe&oris  ardor. 
Carpere,  cceleftefque  choros  aequare  Deorum 
Hortabor :   Carpent,  Morientur.     Terminus  ifte 

Audentes  manet.    Aft  hortum  prius  undique  rimans 

Lumine  pervadam  vigili  obfcurafque  latebras : 
Forte  aliquis  cceli  vagus  Incola  tendet  eunti 
Obvius,  aut  fontem  propter,  nemorumve  fub  altis 
Hofpitiis :    Dabit  Ille,  ultra  quod  fcire  laboro. 
Vivite,  dum  licet,  interea  ;   Par  vivite  felix  ! 
Fundite  frcena  voluptati,  brevibufque  vacate 
Deliciis  :  Series  Curarum  longa  fequetur. 

Envy  them  that  ?    Can  it  be  fin  to  Know  ?  They  tafte,  and  die :  What  likelier  can  enfue  ? 

Can  it  be  death  ?    And  do  they  only  ftand  But  firft  with  narrow  fearch  I  muft  walk  round 

By  Ignorance  ?    Is  that  their  happy  State,  This  Garden,  and  no  corner  leave  unfpy'd  : 

The  proof  of  their  obedience,  and  their  faith  ?  A  chance,  but  chance  may  lead  where  I  may  meet 

O  fair  foundation  laid  whereon  to  build  Some  wandring  Spirit  of  Heav'n,  by  fountain  fide, 

Their  ruin !    Hence  I  will  excite  their  minds  Or  in  thick  fliade  retir'd,  from  him  to  draw 

With  more  defire  to  know,  and  to  rejeft  What  further  would  be  leam'd.     Live  while  ye 

Envious  commands,  invented  with  defign  may, 

To  keep  them  low,  whom  Knowledge  might  exalt    Yet  happy  Pair !    Enjoy,  till  I  return, 

Equal  with  Gods :  Afpixing  to  be  fuch,  Short  pleafures ;  for  long  woes  are  to  fucceed. 

Haec 
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Haec  ubi  di&a,  fuperba  ferox  veftigia  torquet 
Indignans ;   vaga  fed  vafer  undique  lumina  volvit : 
Tum  montes,  nemora  ac  valles,  loca  fola  pererrat 
Avius.     Interea,  coeli  qua  proxima  meta 
Oceano  terrifque  jacet,  fe  tardus  agens  Sol 
Devolvit ;  jubar  ut  jaculatus  amabile,  luftrat 
Eoam  Edeni  recto  jam  lumine  portam. 
Marmorea  affurgens  Rupes  in  nubila  frontem 
Extulit  effulgens  procul ;   innumerafque  viarum 
Ambages,  aditu  a  terris  penetrabilis  uno, 
Infinuans  dedit :   abrupti  pars  cetera  faxi 
Horrida  inacceflb  procurrens  vertice  pendet. 
Has  inter  fedit  praecelfa.  ex  rupe  columnas, 
Qui  fummo  excubias  Gabrial  regit  asthere,  nodlem 
Opperiens :    coeli  circum  fortiiTima  Pubes 
Membra  frequens  validis  exercet  nuda  palasftris. 
Pendebant  juxta  asthereis  conflata  metallis 
Arma,  haftae  clypeique  iimul,  galeaeque  comantes, 

So  faying,  his  proud  ftep  he  fcornful  turn'd,  Confpicuous  far,  winding  with  one  afcent 

But  with  fly  circumfpedion,  and  began   [his  roam.  Acceflible  from  earth,  one  entrance  high: 

Through  wood,  through  wafte,  o'er  hill,  o'er  dale  The  reft  was  craggy  clifF,  that  over-hung 

Mean  while  in  utmoft  longitude,  where  heav'n  Still  as  it  rofe,  impoflible  to  climb. 

With  earth  and  ocean  meets,  the  fetting  Sun  Betwixt  thefe  rocky  Pillars  Gabriel  fat, 

Slowly  defcended ;  and  with  right  afpecl  Chief  of  th'  Angelick  Guards,  awaiting  night : 

Againft  the  eaftern  gate  of  Paradife  About  him  exercis'd  heroic  Games 

Level'd  his  ev'ning  rays.     It  was  a  Rock  Th'  unarmed  youth  of  Heav'n ;  but  nigh  at  hand 

Of  Alabafter,  piPd  up  to  the  clouds,  Celeftial  Armoury,  Shields,  Helms,  and  Spears, 

Arma 
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Arma  auro  procul  ac  rutilis  radiantia  gemmis. 
Urial  huc  &fe  jaculatur  vefpere,  fblis 
Inve&us  radio ;  medio  ceu  fidera  labi 
Vifa  polo,  denfi  quando  asthera  nocle  vapores 
Incendunt,  nautamque  monent  quid  cogitet  Aufter. 
Tum  citus  Ille :    Tibi,  Gabrial^  (fic  vertitur  ordo) 
Hujus  forte  datur  lastae  cuftodia  Sedis, 
Nequa  Mali  adveniat  Species.     Noftrum  attigit  orbem 
Nefcio  quis  folis  medio  currentis  in  leftu 
Aliger;   inflgni  nimirum,  ut  rebar,  amore 
Omnipotentis  avens  propius  miracula  dextras 
Explorare,  Hominemque  aliis  magis  omnibus  unum, 
Effioiem  Autoris :   fervabam  ex  arce  volatum 
Prascipitem,  geftufque  leves.     Ut  vertice  montis 
Conftitit,  Arctoum  Edeni  qui  defpicit  axem, 
Nubilaque  ora  notans  cceloque  aliena  videbam, 
FafTa  animi  tenebras :   hinc  acrius  ufque  fequebar 
Luminibus,  denfa  fefe  dum  conderet  umbra. 

Hung  high,  with  diamond  flaming,  and  with  gold.  This  day  at  height  of  noon  came  to  my  fpher-e 

Thither  came  Uriel,  gliding  through  the  Ev'n  A  Spiiit;  zealous,  as  he  feem'd,  to  know 

On  a  Sun  beam,  fwift  as  a  fhooting  Star  More  of  th'  Almighty's  works,  and  chiefly  Man, 

In  Aulumn  thwarts  the  night,  when  vapours  nVd  God's  lateft  Image  :   I  defcribed  his  v.ay, 

Imprefs  the  air,  and  fhew  the  Mariner  Bent  all  on  fpeed,  and  mark'd  his  aery  Gate : 

From  what  point  of  his  compafs  to  beware  But  in  the  mount  that  lies  from  Edm  north, 

Impetuous  winds ;  He  thus  began  in  hafte :  Where  he  firft  lighted,  foon  difcern'd  his  looks 

Gabriel,  to  thee  thy  courfe  by  lot  hath  giv'n  Alien  from  Heav'n,  with  pafEons  foul  obfcur'd : 

Charge  and  ftrift  watch,  that  to  this  happy  place  Mine  eye  purfu'd  him  ftill,  but  under  fhade 

No  evil  thing  approach,  or  enter  in.  Loft  fight  of  him  :  One  of  the  banifh'd  crew, 

Quam 
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Quam  mttuo,  nequis  depulfae  ex  aethere  turba? 
Vicerit  Abrupti  fines,  aliofque  tumultus 
Cogitet :   Hunc  ftudio  latitantem  exquire  fagaci. 

Cui  deindc  alatus  contra  fic  rettulit  Heros : 
Urialj  ex  rutilo  folis  Tu  culmine  longe 
Profpectas  latcque.     Has  nulli  evadere  portas 
Excubiafque  licet,  cceli  nifi  nota  Juventus 
Venerit :    Illorum  nec  quenquam  ex  aethere  vidi 
Poft  medium  venifle  diem.     Siqua  altera  muros 
Tranfiliit  Species,  vix  fas  excludere,  nofti, 
Corporeis  Animas  clauftris.     Sin  hujus  in  horti 
Circuitu  fe  condiderit,  quacunque  figura 
Deliteat,  primo  Aurorae  cum  lumine  nofcam. 

Ille  ita  pollicitus.     Redit  Urial  alite  lapfu, 
Inveriique  fuper  radii  devexa  refertur 
Ad  Solem,  pronis  demifTum  in  Atlantica  flammis 
iEquora  pracipitem :    coeli  feu  maxima  Lampas 
Illac  fe  fpatii  raptaverat  orbe  diurni, 

I  fear,  hath  ventur'd  from  the  Decp,  to  raife  On  purpofe,  hard  thou  know'ft  it  to  excludej 

New  troublcs ;  him  thy  care  muft  be  to  find.  Spiritual  fubftance  with  corporeal  bar. 

To  whom  the  winged  Warriour  thus  return'd  :  But  if  witliin  the  circuit  of  thefe  walks, 

Vriel,  no  wonder  if  thy  perfeft  fight,  In  whatfoever  mape,  he  lurk,  of  whora 

Amid  the  Sun's  bright  circle,  where  thou  fit'ft,  Thou  tell'ft,  by  morrow  dawning  I  ftiall  know. 
See  far  and  wide  :  in  at  this  gate  none  pafs  So  promis'd  he  :  and  Uriel  to  his  charge   [rais'd 

The  vigilance  here  placM,  but  fuch  as  come,  Return'd  on  that  bright  beam,  whofe  point  now 

Well  known  from  Heav'n;  and  fince  meridian  hour  Eore  him  ilope  downward  to  the  Sun,  now  falTn 

No  Creature  thence.     If  Spirit  of  other  fort,  Beneath  th'  Azores :  whither  the  prime  Orb, 


So  minded,  have  0'er-leap'd  thcfe  earthy  bounds        Incredibk  how  fwift,  had  thether  rowl*d 
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Seu  Tellus  leviore  fuga  properarat  Eoum 
Ad  latus,  occiduo  linquens  in  littore  Solem 
Mille  repercuffos  vario  fplendore  colores 
Fundentem,  &  radiis  decorantem  ardentibus  auro 
Nubila,  qua?  denfa  Hefperias  glomerantur  ad  arces. 

Umbrofa  terras  jam  cana  crepufcula  palla 
Induerant ;   almus  proceflit  Vefper,  amico 
Quem  paffu  comitata  Silentia :   Membra  cubili 
Gramineo  abdiderant  Pecudes,  nidofque  fovebant 
Gens  Avium :   Philomela  oculis  admittere  fomnum 
Sola  negat;   feros  Illa  ufque  effundit  amores 
Nodte  canens  tota,  numerifque  filentia  mulcet. 
Tam  vivis  late  ardefcens  coelum  omne  micabat 
Sapphiris :   clarum  ante  alios  agit  Hefperus  axem 
Siderei  ductor  populi :  dum  maxima  Luna 
Augufta  infurgit  nebularum  cincta  corona ; 
Inde  alti  Regina  poli  manifefta  refulget, 
Obducens  furvis  argentea  vela  tenebris. 

Diarnal ;  or  this  lefs  voluble  Earth  Where  flunk  ;  all  but  the  wakeful  Nightingale ; 

Ey  fhorter  flight  to  th'  Eaft  had  left  him  theie,  She  all  night  long  her  amorous  defcant  fung; 

Arraying  with  reflefted  purple,  and  gold,  Silence  was  pleas'd.     Now  glow'd  the  Firmament 

The  clouds  that  on  his  weftern  Throne  attend.  With  living  Saphirs  :  Hefperus,  that  led 

Now  came  ftill  Evening  on,  and  Twilight  gray  The  ftarry  Hoft,  rode  brighteft ;  till  the  Moon, 

Had  in  her  fober  Livery  all  things  clad :  Rifing  jn  clouded  Majefty  at  length 

Silence  accompanyM ;  for  Beaft  and  Bird  Apparent  Queen,  unveil'd  her  peerlefs  light, 

They  to  their  graffy  couch,  thefe  to  their  nefts,  And  o'er  the  dark  her  filver  mantle  threw. 

Tum 
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Tum  fic  Dile&ae  Adamus :  Dulciflima  Conjux, 
En  molli  reliquis  Animantibus  undique  fomno 
Oppreflis,  fimili  nos  indulgere  fopori 
Nox  tranquilla  monet :   quoniam  noclifque  dieque, 
Atque  operum  fomnique  vices,  Deus  ordine  certo 
Praefcripfit :   quin  lento  oculos  jam  rore  gravatos 
Irrigat  alma  Quies.     At  bruta  Animalia  pafilm 
Per  terras  operum  vacua,  &  minus  indiga  fomni, 
Dhcurrunt :    Homini  ailiduum  redit  a&us  in  orbem 
Corporis,  atque  Animi  labor;    hinc  patet  Ipfius  alta 
Majeftas,  propiorque  Deus:   dum  csetera  molli 
Defidie,  coelo  non  refpiciente,  vagantur. 
Ante  plagas  jubare  aurato  quam  fpargat  Eoas 
Craftina  Lux,  nobis  furgendum ;   ut  penfa  fecuti 
Mollia,  frondiferos  ad  lasta  umbracula  foetus 
Arte  refingamus,  viridefque  errantia  late 
Germina  per  calles  ftudio  infedlemur  amoeno, 
Luxuriemque  comarum;   alios  quae  effufa  requirit 

"Whea  Adam  th\is  toEve:  Fair  Confort,  th'  hour  Appointed,  which  declares  his  Dignity, 

Of  night,  and  all  things  now  retir'd  to  reft,  And  the  regard  of  Heav'n  on  all  his  waysj 

Mind  us  of  like  repofe :  fince  God  hath  fet  While  other  Animals  unaftive  range, 

Labour  and  reft,  as  day  and  night,  to  men  And  of  their  doings  God  takes  no  account. 

Succeflive ;  and  the  timely  dew  of  fleep,  To  morrow,  e'er  frefli  morning  ftreak  the  Eaft 

Now  falling  with  foft  flumbrous  weight,  inclines  With  firft  approach  of  light,  we  muft  be  ris'n, 

Our  eye-lids.     Other  Creatures  all  day  long  And  at  our  pleafant  labour,  to  reform 

.Rove  idle,  unimploy'd,  and  lefs  need  reft ;  Von  flow'ry  Arbours,  yonder  Allies  green, 

Man  hath  his  daily  work  of  body  or  mind  ©ur  vvalk  at  noon,  with  branches  overgrown  j 

Z  Culto- 
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Cultores,  noftro  vix  conceffura  labori. 
Hae  quoque  &  exuviae  florum,  ftillataque  vulgo 
Electra  arboribus,  rudia  atque  horrentia  vifti, 
Expurganda  manent,  ne  nos  via  laedat  euntes : 
Nox  jubet  interea  faciles  Naturaque  fonuios. 
Cui  deinde  eximio  formae  concinna  decore 
Eva  refert :   O  Qui  vitae  hoc  quodcunque  dedifti, 
Qui  blandis  regis  imperiis,  tua  jufla.  parata 
Mente  fequor ;   nam  ftc  voluit  D  e  u  s  :   Ille  tibi  eft  Lex, 
Tu  mihi :   nil  fcire  ulterius  pulcherrima  laus  eft 
Fceminea ;    hasc  iponfam  efliciet  Dos  fola  beatam. 
Te  mecum  verfante,  uno  fefe  ordine  volvunt 
Tempora  diverfaeque  viccs ;   honor  omnibus  idem. 
Dulce  recens  Aurora  renidet,  amabile  odores 
Ambrofios  exorta  refert,  vigilumque  volucrum 
Concentus ;    primo  Sol  lumine  dulce  per  herbas, 
Per  flores  rubet,  &  fructus,  arbuftaque  guttis 
Aureolis  rutila,  &  multo  lucentia  rore. 

That  mock  our  fcant  manuring,  and  require  God  is  thy  Law,  thou  mine  :  to  know  no  more 

More  hands  than  ours  to  lop  their  wanton  growth :  Is  woman*s  happiefl  knowledge,  and  her  praife. 

Thofe  Bloflbms  alfo,  and  thofe  dropping  Gums,  With  thee  converfuig  I  forget  all  time; 

That  lie  beftrown,  unfightly,  and  unfmooth,  All  feafons,  and  their  change  :  all  pleafe  alike. 

Ask  Tiddance,  if  we  mean  to  tread  wkh  eafe :  Sweet  is  the  breath  of  morn,  her  rifing  fweet, 

Mean  while,  as  Nature  wills,  Night  bids  us  reft.  With  charm  of  earlieft  Birds:  pleafant  the  Suh, 

To  whom  thus  Eve,  with  perfeft  beauty  adorn'd.  When  firft  on  this  delightful  Land  he  fpreads 

My  Author,  and  difpofer,  what  thou  bidft  His  orient  Beams,  on  herb,  tree,  fruit,  and  flowV, 

Unargu'd  I  obey  j  fo  God  ordains :  Glift'ring  with  dew :  fragrant  the  fertile  Earth 

Suave 
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Suavc  ctiam  rcdolet  Tcllus  fcecunda,  bcnigno 
Imbrc  finus  pcrfufa ;   it  gratus  Vefper  amicum 
Tempus  agens :  jucunda  fdet  Nox  ;   fuave  querelas 
Blandula  fundit  Avis  fblitas :    Luna  ore  placenti 
Enitet ;   &  Lunae  ftipant  latus  ordine  pulchro 
Clara  Cohors,  gemmae  infignes,  decora  ardua  cceli. 
At  neque  delicias  fpirans  Aurora,  Volucrum 
Concentus  refcrens  vigilum  ;    nec  lampade  dulci 
Sol  terram  irradians;    non  Flos,  non  Herba  corufco 
Rore  micans,  Tellufve  finus  recreata  madentes, 
Nec  tacitus  Vefper,  Nodtifve  filentior  hora 
Carmen  avis  renovans  folitae :    nec  Sidera  cceli, 
Nec  Luna?,  Te  abfente,  nitor  mihi  pectora  tangit. 
At  quorfum  hic  fulgor,  cur  haec  fpedtacula  cceli 
Ardua,  dum  late  premit  omnia  lumina  fomnus  ? 

Primaevus  fic  deinde  Parens :    Hominifque  DEique 
Filia,  muneribus  cunctis  fpeclabilis  Eva  ! 
Obfervant  certos  volventia  Sidera  curfus, 
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After  foft  fhow'rs :  and  fweet  the  coming  on 
Of  grateful  Ev'ning  mild  :  then,  filent  Night, 
With  this  her  folemn  bird,  and  this  fair  Moon, 
And  thefe  the  Gems  of  Heav'n,  her  ftarry  train. 
But  neither  breath  of  Morn,  when  lhe  afcends 
With  charm  of  earlieft  Birds ;  nor  rifing  Sun 
On  this  delightful  land :  nor  herb,  fruit,  flow'r, 
Glift'ring  with  dew :  ngr  fragrance  after  fhow'rs : 


Nor  grateful  Evening  mild  :  nor  filent  Night, 
With  this  her  folemn  Bird  :  nor  walk  by  Mopn, 
Or  glitteiing  Star-light,  without  thee  is  fweet. 
But  wherefore  all  night  long  fhine  thefe  ?  for  whom 
This  glorious  fight,  when  fleep  hath  fhut  all  eyes  ? 

To  whom  our  general  Anceftor  reply'd  : 
Daughter  of  God  and  Man,  accomplifh'd  £cv, 
Thefe  have  their  courfe  to  finifh,  round  the  Earth, 
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Certum  iter  inftaurant,  Vefper  quod  claudere  cernet 

Craftinus :   Haec  varias  colluftrant  ignibus  oras, 

Poftmodo  venturis  ut  gentibus  alma  miniftrent 

Lumina,  &  alternis  coelo  furguntque  caduntque. 

Ni  faciant,  iterum  tardis  Nox  atra  tenebris 

Imperium  antiquum  renovet,  vegetumque  vigorem 

Naturae  reftinguat  iners,  quae  lumen  ab  iftis 

Dulce  capit  radiis,  blandoque  animata  calore 

Nutritur,  virefque  novas  ac  pabula  ducit : 

Sive  hinc  omnigenos  penetrans  Vis  vivida  foetus 

Molliat,  hinc  terrze  fe  Spiramenta  refolvant 

Intima,  &  excipiant  Solis  felicius  ignes. 

Ergo  Haec,  notturnas  ft  forte  haud  vifa  per  umbras, 

Non  temere  effulgent.     Sin  terris  nulla  Hominum  gens 

Vixerit,  haud  ideo  cceli  neglecta  niterent 

Lumina,  nec  dignis  caruiffet  laudibus  Autor. 

Per  terras  diffufa  Animarum  Millia  multa 

(Seu  noftros  cum  fole  redux  labor  occupet  artus, 


By  morrow  Ev'ning ;  and  from  Land  to  Land 
In  order,  though  to  Nations  yet  unborn, 
Miniftring  light  prepar'd,  they  fet  and  rife : 
Left  total  darknefs  fhould  by  Night  regain 
Her  old  pofleffion,  and  extinguifh  life 
In  Nature,  and  all  things ;  which  thefe  foft  fires 
Not  only  enlighten,  but  with  kindly  heat, 
Of  various  influence,  foment,  and  warm, 
Temper,  or  nouriJh ;  or  in  part  flied  down 


Their  ftellar  virtue,  on  all  kinds  that  grow 
On  Earth ;  made  hereby  apter  to  receive 
Perfettion  from  the  Sun's  more  potent  Ray. 
Thefe  then,  though  unbeheld  in  deep  of  night, 
Shine  not  in  vain ;  nor  think,  though  men  were 

none, 
That  Heav'n  would  want  fpectators,  God  want 
Millions  of  fpiritual  Creatures  walk  the  Earth  [praife : 
Unfeen,  both  when  we  wake,  and  when  we  fleep : 


Seu 
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Scu  fefTos  prcmat  alta  quies)  Illum  ufque  pcrcnni 
Concelebrant  ftudio.     Quoties  de  culmine  montis 
Aerii,  quoties  inter  dumeta  fonantes 
Accipimus  Superum  voces,  quae  nocte  filenti 
Aut  folae,  aut  vicibus  modulamina  mutua  Isetis 
Excrcent,  magnumque  canunt  fuper  aftra  Parentem  ? 
Saspe  ubi  nocturnum  peragrant  itcr  agmine  fa6to, 
Excubiafve  tenent,  citharis  concordibus  omnis 
Ingeminat  Chorus,  &  numeris  Nox  longa  canoris 
Dividitur :    nobis  tacitam  facra  Carmina  mentem 
Attollunt  ccelo,  &  trepidantia  pectora  mulcent. 

Talia  diverfb  fecum  fermone  ferentes 
Implicitis  arcte  manibus  frondentia  laeti 
Te&a  petunt.     Sedem  ante  alias  delegerat  iftam 
Omnipotens  Sator,  ingentis  pulcherrima  Mundi 
Cum  fabrica  in  dulces  hominum  concrefceret  ufus. 
Denfa  fuperfufis  laquearia  finxerat  umbris 
Laurus  Myrto  innexa,  &  quicquid  vertice  celfo 

AU  thefe,   with  ceafelefs  praife,    his   Works   be-  With  Heav'nly  touch  of  inftiumental  founds, 

hold  In  full  harmonic  number  joinM,  their  fongs- 

Both  day  and  night.     How  often,  from  the  fteep  Divide  the  night,  and  lift  our  thoughts  to  Heaven. 
Of  echoing  Hill,  or  Thicket,  have  we  heard  Thus  talking,  hand  in  hand,  alone  they  pafs'd 

Celeftial  voices  to  the  midnight  air,  On  to  their  blifsful  Bow'r :  it  was  a  place 

Sole,  or  lefponfive  each  to  other's  note,  Chos'n  by  the  SovVeign  Pknter,  when  He  fram'd 

Singing  their  great  Creator  ?    Oft  in  bands  All  things  to  man's  delightful  ufe  :  the  roof, 

While   they   keep  watch,    or   nightly  rounding  Of  thickeft  covert,  was  inwoven  fhade, 

walk,  Laurel,  and  Myrtle ;  and  Tvhat  higher  grew, 

Altius 
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Altius  ad  coelum  foliis  fragrantibus  ibat. 
Hinc  atque  hinc  furgebat  Acanthus,  odoraque  junctis 
Suaviter  ordinibus  virides  Arbufcula  muros 
Texebant :    variorum  interlucentia  florum 
Agmina  jucundo  ftant  vermiculata  lepore, 
Jafminique,   Rofseque,  atque  Iris  mille  colorum. 
Sub  pedibus  Violasque,  Crocufque  hasrens  Hyacintho, 
Margine  humum  claudunt  vario,  fuperantque  nitore 
Picta  pavimenta,  omnigenique  emblemata  faxi. 
His  Species  non  ulla  Animantum  (Infecta,  Volucres, 
Seu  Vermes  PecudefVe)  auiit  fuccedere  tectis ; 
Tanta  Hominis  tenuit  Reverentia.     Sed  neque  Pana 
Sihanumvt  fenem  (quales  finxere  priorum 
Carmina)  nec  veterem  Faunum,  neque  Naiada  texit 
Gratior  Umbra,  facrive  magis  tenuere  Receflus. 
Hic  variis  tacitas  per  amica  fllentia  fedis 
Lucentum  fertis  florum,  &  bene  olentibus  herbis, 
Nupta  recens  geniale  ornaverat  Eva  Cubile, 

Of  firm,  and  fragrant  leaf:  on  either  fide  Of  coftlieft  Emblem.     Other  Creature  here, 

Acanthus,  and  each  od'rous  bufhy  fhrub,  Beaft,   Bird,  infcft,  or  Worm,  duift  enter  nonej 

Fenc'd  up  the  verdant  wall:  each  beauteous  flow'r,  Such  was  their  awe  of  Man.     In  fhady  Bow'r 

Iris  all  hues,  Rofes,  and  JefTamin  More  facred,  and  fequefter'd,  though  but  feign'd, 

Rear'd  high  their  flouri(h'd  heads  between,   and  Pan,  or  Sybanus,  never  flept ;  nor  Kymph, 

[wrought  Nor  Faunus  haunted.     Here,  in  clofe  recefs, 

Mofaic  :  underfoot  the  Violet,  With   Flowers,    Garlands,    and   fweet  - fmelling 
Crocus,  and  Hyacinth,  with  rich  inlay          [ftone  Herbs, 

Broider'd  the  ground ;  more  colour'd,  than  with  Efpoufed  Eve  deck'd  firft  her  nuptial  Bed : 

JEthe- 
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^tliereique  Chori  laetos  cecinere  Hymenaos : 
Tempore  quo  primum  coeleftis  Nuntius  Ipfam 
Tradidit  Adamo  comitem,  propiamque  dicavit, 
Ingenua  nitidam  forma,  nudoque  decore 
Ornatam  magis.     Haud  tantos  jactabat  honores 
Qu£e  coelo  quondam  fertur  venifle,  Deorum 
Muneribus  dives,  vultu  Pandora  nocenti, 
Illecebrifque  hominum  genus  incendifle  dolofis. 

Ut  tandem  arboreae  perventum  eft  limina  fedis, 
Ambo  gradus  fiftunt,  flectunt  fe  frontibus  ambo 
Obveriis,  cceloque  Deum  venerantur  aperto ; 
Qui  coelum  terrafque  unus,  quique  asthera  finxit, 
Lucentemque  globum  Lunas,  fulgentiaque  aftra. 
Tuque  vices  etiam  noctis,  lucemque  creafti 
Omnipotens,  quam  nunc  folito  inter  penfa  labore 
Claufimus,  auxiliique  &  amoris  gaudia  blanda 
Mifcentes ;   nobis  ea  tradita  fumma  Voluptas. 
Tu  laeta  hasc  fpatia  hortorum,  quas  prodiga  noftros 

And  Heav'nly  Choirs  the  Hymenaean  fung,  Both  turnM ;  and  under  open  Sky  ador'd 

What  day  the  genial  Angel  to  our  Sire  The  Go  d  that  made  both  Sky,  Air,  Earth,  and 
Brought  her,  in  naked  Beauty  more  adom'd,  Heav'n, 

More  lovely,  than  Pandora  ;  whom  the  Gods  Which  they  beheld;  the  Moon's  refplendent  Globe, 

Endow'd  with  all  their  gifts,   (and  O !  too  like  And  ftarry  Pole :  Thou  alfo  mad'ft  the  Night, 

In  fad  event,)  when  to  th'  umvifer  Son  Maker  Omnipotent,  and  Thou  the  Day ; 

Of  Jafbet  brought  by  Hermes,  ihe  infnar'd  Which  we  in  our  appointed  work  employ'd 

Mankind  with  her  fair  looks,  to  be  aveng'd  Have  finifh'd,  happy  in  our  mutual  help, 

On  him  who  had  ftole  Jo"je'$  authentic  fire.  And  mutual  love,  the  Crown  of  a]l  our  blifs 

Thus  at  their  fhady  Lodge  arriv'd,  both  llood,  Ordain'd  by  Thee ;  and  this  delicious  place, 

Mune- 
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Muneribus  fuperant  ufus,  multaque  gravefcunt 
Luxurie,  atque  alios  exfpectant  foeta  colonos. 
Quin  Tu  venturam  noftro  de  femine  gentem 
Pollicitus,  nobifcum  una  qui  carmina  laudes 
Tollat  in  aftra  tuas;    quoties  ad  penfa  diurna 
Sol  revocat,  quoties  fomni  Nox  munera  reddit. 

Sic  Olli  unanimesj   vanis  nec  ritibus  ufi, 
At  precibus  caftis  venerati  &  pectore  puro 
Obledlant  melius  numen  ;   lentifque  viciflim 
Innexis  manibus  fubeunt  umbracula  lasti 
Intima.     Non  illis  cura  pofuifle  moleftos 
His  noftris  ftmiles  cultus :   mora  nulla,  reclines 
Conferuere  latus  laterij    nec  brachia  pulchrae 
Conjugis  averfus  fugit  Ille,  nec  Illa  mariti 
Jura  arcana  tori,  fociofve  recufat  amores. 
Se  quanquam  rigida  jaclent  pietate,  Severos 
Qui  ftmulant;   dum  multa  fuper  virtute  locoque 
Narrantes  impura  vocant,  quae  pura  fatetur, 


For  us  too  large  ;  where  Thy  abundance  wants 
Partakers,  and  uncrop*d  falls  to  the  ground. 
But  Thou  haft  promis'd  from  us  two  a  Race 
To  fill  the  Earth,  who  fhall  with  us  extol 
Thy  goodnefs  infinite,  both  when  we  wake, 
And  when  we  feek,  as  now,  Thy  gift  of  fleep. 

This  faid  unanimous,  and  other  Rites 
Obferving  none,  but  adoration  pure, 
Which  God  likes  beft,  into  their  inmoft  Bow'r 


Handed  they  went  j  and  (eas'd  the  putting  off 
Thefe  troublefome  difguifes  which  we  wear,) 
Strait  fide  by  fide  were  laid :  nor  turn'd,  I  ween, 
Adam  from  his  fair  Spoufe  j  nor  Eve  the  Rites 
Myfterious  of  connubial  love  refus'd  : 
Whatever  Hypocrites  aufterely  talk 
Of  purity,  and  place,  and  innocence ; 
Defaming  as  impure  what  God  declares 
Pure  j  and  commands  to  fome,  leaves  free  to  all. 


Quae 
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Quoe  multis  praeftanda  jubet,  finit  omnibus  Autor. 
Hic  prolem  ferere  admonuit :   Quis  parcere  fuadet  ? 
Hoftis  atrox,  odiis  Hominemque  DEUMque  fecutus. 
Tu  mihi,  connubialis  Amor,  Lex  myftica,  falve ; 
Humanae  falve  6  Sobolis  fons  optime,  folum 
O  Proprium  Edeni  in  campis,  qua  caetera  pafTim 
Cun&a  patent !    Coetus  hominum,  Te  arcente,  Libido 
Liquit  volgivaga,  &  pecora  inter  inertia  faevit ; 
Aufpice  Te,  jufti  Prolis  coiere  Patrumque 
Inter  fe  Affe&us ;    Cognatis  foedere  certo 
Juncta  Fides  coit,  &  Fratrum  cariflima  vincla. 
Abfit,  ut  immerito  pravum  Te  nomine  dicam, 
Abfit,  ut  indignum  memorem  fanctiflima  Sedes 
Quem  capiat;  jugi  qui  fonte  domeftica  fundis 
Gaudia ;   cui  caftum  labifque  immune  Cubile 
Tefte  Deo  clamans  ftudiis  felicibus  iEtas 
Noftra  colit,  fancli  ut  quondam  coluere  Parentes. 
Hic  ardet  face  perpetua  puriflima  Flamma 

Our  Maker  bids  increafe ;  who  bids  abftain,  Of  Father,  Son,  and  Brother,  firil  were  known. 

But  our  Deftroyer,  foe  to  God  and  Man  ?  Far  be  it,  that  I  Ihould  write  thee  fin,  or  blame, 

Hail  wedded  Love,  myfterious  Law,  true  fource  Or  think  thee  unbefitting  holieft  place ; 

Of  human  offspring,  fole  propriety  Perpetual  Fountain  of  Domeftic  Sweets, 

In  Paradife  of  all  things  common  elfe !  Whofe  bed  is  undefiTd  and  chafte  pronounc'd, 

By  Thee  adnlt'rous  Luft  was  driv'n  from  men,  Prefent,  or  paft  ;  as  Saints,  and  Patriarchs  us'd. 

Among  the  beftial  herds  to  range ;  by  Thee,  Here  Love  his  golden  fhafts  employs,  here  lights 

(Founded  in  Reafon,  Loyal,  Juft,  and  Pure)  His  conftant  Lamp,  and  waves  his  purple  wings ; 

Relations  dear,  and  all  the  Charities  Reigns  here,  and  revels :  not  in  the  bought  finile 

A  a  Deli- 
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Deliciis  foecunda  perennibus :   at  fugit  emptos 
Pellicis  amplexus,  (inhoneftum,  inamabile  foedus) 
Amplexus,  quos  caeca  locat  venditque  Libido : 
Infanos  fugit  Illa  choros,  lafciva  Potentum 
Atria,  nocturnos  lufus,  larvafque  procaces  j 
Et  querulos  quos  nocte  modos  faftidia  paffus 
Digna  Procus  faevae  canit  importunus  Amicze. 

Illi  adeo  dulcem  PhilomeJae  ad  carmina  fomnum 
Complexu  in  tenero  capiunt ;    Laquearia  denfas 
Diffundunt  per  membra  rofas,  Aurora  renafcens 
Quas  renovat.     Molles  etiamnum  6  ducite  fomnos, 
Par  felix,  nimium  6  felix,  fi  gaudia  rerum 
Veftrarum  noftis  penitus,  nec  quaeritis  ultra. 

Jamque  viam  emenfa  eft  mediam  Nox  humida,  coeli 
Afcendens  convexa,  &  acuti  verticis  umbram 
Immittens  terris  :   Effundit  eburna  Cherubum 
Porta  choros,  promptos  folitas  fervare  fub  armis 
Excubias.     Sibi  tum  Gabrial  virtute  fecundum 

Of  Harlots,  lovelefs,  joylefs,  unendear'd,  Bleft  Pair;  and  O  yet  happieft,  if  ye  feek 

Cafual  fruition  ;  nor  in  Court  Amours,  No  happier  ftate,  and  know  to  know  no  more. 
Mixt  Dance,  or  wanton  Mask,  or  midnight  BalJ,  Now  had  night  meafur'd,   with  her  fhadowy 

Or  Serenade,  which  the  ftarv'd  Lover  fings  Cone, 

To  his  proud  Fair,  beft  quittcd  with  difdain.  Half  way  up  hill  this  vaft  fublunar  Vault : 

Thefe,  Iull'd  by  Nightingales,  embracing  flept;  And  from  their  Ivory  Port  the  Cherubim 

And  on  their  naked  limbs  the  flow'ry  roof  Forth  ifluing  at  th"  accuftom'd  hour  ftood  arm'd 

Showr'd  Rofes,  which  the  Morn  repair'd.    Sleep  To  their  night  watches  in  warlike  Parade, 

on  When  Gabriel  to  his  next  in  pow'r  thus  fpake : 

His 
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His  comitem  aggrcditur  diclis :   En,  Uzzial>  agmcn 
Divide;   &  auftrales  pars  tecum  edudta  per  oras 
Pervigilcs  agat  excubias ;    pars  caetera  terram 
Luftret  Hyperboream ;   ad  zephyros  folemque  cadentem 
Se  turmae  adjungant.     Flammarum  more  recedunt, 
Altera  converfa  ad  fcutum,  pars  altera  ad  haftam. 
Evocat  ipfe  duos  membrifque  animoque  fagaci 
Pra2ftanr.es  pariter  Juvenes,  ac  talia  mandat : 

Vadite  vos,  Zephonque  &  Ithurial :   ocyus  omnem 
Pervolitate  hortum,  latebrafque  exquirite  csecas  ; 
Frondentes  praefertim  umbras,  qua  dulce  jacet  Par 
Primigenum,  fomno  jam  forfan  habente  malorum 
Securos.     Nempe  Hefperio  modo  venit  ab  orbe, 
Qui  narrat  fugere  hac  vifum,  mirabile  diclu ! 
Agminis  inferni  quendam,  compagibus  Orci 
Difruptis :   animo  certe  mala  cogitat :   At  Vos 
Quaerite  qua  lateat,  manicilque  huc  ferte  revin&um. 

Haec  fatus,  Lunam  ferientes  luce  corufca 

Uzziel,  half  thefe  draw  ofF,  and  coaft.  the  South  But  chiefly  where  thofe  two  fair  Creatures  lodge, 

With  ftriaeft  watch  :  thefe  other  wheel  the  North:  Now  laid  perhaps  afleep,  fecure  of  harm. 

Our  Circuit  meets  full  Weft.     As  flame  they  part,  This  Evening  from  the  Sun's  decline  arriv'd, 

Half  wheeling  to  the  Shield,  half  to  the  Spear.  Who  tells  of  fome  infernal  Spirit  feen 

From  thefe,   two  ftrong  and  fubtile  Spirits  he  Hitherward  bent  (who  could  have  thought?)  e 

calPd  fcap'd 

That  near  him  ftood,  and  gave  them  thus  in  charge.  The  bars  of  HelJ ;  on  errand  bad,  no  doubt : 

hhuriel  and  Zepbon,  with  wing'd  fpeed  Such  where  ye  find,  feize  fail,  and  hither  bring. 
Search  thro'  this  Garden.leave  unfearch'd  no  nookj         So  faymg,  on  he  led  his  radiant  Files, 

A  a  2  Dudtor 
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Du&or  agit  turmas.     Hoftem  Hi  fcrutantur  in  umbris. 
Illum  ibi  Bufonis  fpecie  videre  cubantem 
DeprefTum,  acclinemque  incautis  auribus  Evae, 
Arte  mala  taciti  quaerentem  impellere  fenfus 
Organa,  mendaces  varia  fub  imagine  formas 
Fingere,  blanditiafque  leves  ac  fbmnia  falfa : 
Tum  tenues  nervorum  auras  vegetofque  vapores 
(Sanguine  qui  puro  veniunt,  ut  flamina  blanda 
Fontibus  ingenuis)  trifti  violare  veneno 
Orfus ;   &  hinc  vanas  animo  fpes,  vana  fovere 
Confilia,  &  faftu  pedhis  diftendere  iniquo. 
Ergo  his  intentum  perftrinxit  Ithurial  haftze 
Cufpide ;   coelefti  leviter  nam  percita  tadu 
Vi  fubita  redit  ad  fefe  Fraus  omnis,  &  atra 
Fronte  patet.     Satanas  levis  emicat,  attonitufque 
Contremit,  &  faciem  infernam  fuaque  ora  fatetur. 
Qualis  fulphurei  fi  pulveris  incidat  altum 
In  cumulum,  quondam  fcelerata  in  bella  repoftum, 

Dazling  the  Moon :  thefe  to  the  Bow'r  direft,  At  leaft  diftemper'd,  difcontented  thoughts ; 

In  fearch  of  whom  they  fought.    Him  there  they  Vain  hopes,  vain  aims,  inordinate  defires, 

Squat  like  a  Toad,  clofe  at  the  ear  of  Eve ;  [found,  Blown  up  with  high  conceits  ingend'ring  pride. 

Affaying  by  his  devililh  Art  to  reach  Him  thus  intent  Ithuriel  with  his  Spear 

The  Organs  of  her  fancy,  and  with  them  forge  Touch'd  lightly ;  for  no  falftiood  can  endure 

Hlufions,  as  he  lift,  Phantafms,  and  Dreams :  Touch  of  Celeftial  Temper,  but  returns 

Or  if  infpiring  venom,  he  might  taint  Of  force  to  its  own  likenefs.     Up  he  ftarts, 

Th'  animal  Spirits,  that  from  pure  blood  arife,  Difcover'd,  and  furpriz'd.     As  when  a  fpark 

I>ike  gentle  breaths  from  rivers  pure ;  thence  raife  Lights  on  a  heap  of  nitrous  Powder,  laid 


Alite 
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Alite  lapfa  malo  Scintillula ;   pinguis  acervus 
Corripitur,  cclerique  per  aera  fulgurat  igne. 
Haud  fecus  cmicuit  Satanas,  fuaque  extulit  ora. 
Ut  vero  deformem  Erebi  videre  Tyrannum 
Caslicolae  rofei,  fubitus  ftupor  occupat  ambos, 
Non  timor :   ergo  ipfum  invadunt  his  vocibus  ultro : 

Quis  Tu  infidorum  Superum,  nigrantibus  umbris 
Damnatorum  Erebi  ?  quid  rupto  huc  carcere  tendis  ? 
Quidque  alia  excubias  facie  velut  hoftis  agebas 
Subdolus,  hos  juxta  innocuos  fomnoque  vacantes  ? 

Nefcitifhe,  tumens  faftu  Praedator  atroci, 
Mene  ergo  nefcitis  ?  ait.     Meminiftis  at  olim 
Eve&um,  qua  vos  nequaquam  adnitier  aufi. 
Sed  me  nofle  parum,  magis  &  vos  arguit  ipfbs 
Ignotos,  plebem  abjectam,  &  fine  nomine  vulgus. 
Sin  noftis,  cur  haec  tam  vana  exordia  inani 
Protrahitis  ftudio,  vanamque  habitura  fequelam  ? 

Cui  Zephon  fimili  ulcifcens  faftidia  faftu : 

Fit  for  the  tun,  fome  Magaaine  to  ftore  Here  watching  at  the  head  of  thefe  thai  fleep  } 
Againft  a  rumor'd  War ;  the  fmutty  grain  Know  ye  not  then,  faid  Satany  filTd  with. 

With  fudden  blaze  diffus'd,  inflames  the  air :  fcorn, 

So  ftarted  up,  in  his  own  flupe,  the  Fiend.  Know  ye  not  Me  ?  ye  knew  me  once  no  mate 

Back  ftep'd  thofe  two  fair  Angels,  half  amaz'd,  For  you ;  there  fitting  where  you  durft  not  foar ; 

So  fudden  to  behold  the  grifly  King  j  Not  to  know  Me  argues  your  felves  unknown, 

Yet  thus,  unmovM  with  fcar,  accoft  him  foon  :  The  loweft  of  your  throng  :  ox  if  ye  know, 

Which  of  thofe  rebel  Spirits,  adjudg'd  to  Heli,  Why  ask  ye,  and  fuperfluous  begin 

Com'ft  thou,  efcap'd  thy  prifon  ?  and  transform'd  Your  meflage,  like  te>end  as  much  in  vaih?  [lcorn; 
Why  fat'ft  thou,  like  an  enemy  in  wait,  To  whom  thus  Ze^hif,  anfwering  fcom  witlk 

ErgciK 
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Ergone  adhuc  jactas  talem  te,  Perfide,  pulchro 
Infignem  vultu,  illaefo  fplendore  decorum, 
Qualis  eras  quondam,  aetherea  fublimis  in  arce, 
Integer,  immaculatus  ?    Ut  excidit  aurea  Virtus, 
Omnis  ibi  diffugit  honos ;  jam  fronte  nigranti 
Trifte  refers  fcelus,  &  fceleris  deformia  regna. 
Non  tamen  abfcedes ;   Illo  te  Judice  coram 
Purgabis,  nos  qui  mifit,  ftudioque  fldeli 
Haec  loca  tutari  dedit,  indigenafque  beatos. 

Dixerat  haec  Juvenis  radians,  &  voce  fevera 
Corripuit :   voci  invi&um  decus  addidit  oris 
Purpurei  nitor,  &  florentis  Gratia  formae. 
Succubuit  vi&us  Satanas ;  jam  quantus  Honefti 
Splendor  erat,  Re&ique,  videt ;   quae  quantaque  pulchrze 
Virtutis  Species ;   intabefcitque  relicta. 
At  dolet  hoc  gravius,  laefa.  fe  fronte  minorem 
Diflimilemque  fui  cerni :   fed  mente  videri 
Indomita  conatur  adhuc.     Si  viribus  asquis 

Think  not,  revolted  Spirit,  thy  fhape  the  fame,  This  place  inviolable,  and  thefe  from  harm. 
Or  undimini(h'd  brightnefs,  to  be  known,  So  fpake  tlie  Cherub ;  and  his  grave  rebuke, 

As   when    thou   ftoodft   in  Heav'n ,    upright  and  Severe  in  youthful  beauty,  added  grace 

pure  :  Invincible  :  abafh'd  the  Devil  ftood, 

That  Glory  then,  when  thou  no  more  waft  good,  And  felt  how  awful  goodnefs  is,  and  faw 

Departed  from  thee ;  and  thou  refembleft  now  Virtue  in  her  fhape  how  lovely ;  faw,  and  pin'd 

Thy  fin,  and  place  of  doom,  obfcure  and  foul.  His  lofs :  bufchiefly  to  find  here  obferv'd 

But  come ;  for  thou,  be  fure,  fhalt  give  account  His  luftre  vifibly  impair'd  ;  yet  feem'd 

To  him  who  fent  us,  whofe  charge  is  to  keep  Undaunted.     If  I  muft  con-tend,  faid  He, 

Certan- 
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Ccrtandum  cft,  inquit,  cur  pugnat  Nuntius?     Ipfe 
Dux:  mihi,  concurrantvc  omncs :    Sic  gloria  major 

Advcnict,  cedetve  minor.    Tibi  inertia  corda, 

(Rcttulit  impavidus  Zephon)  tentare  vetabunt, 
Quid  noftrum  &  minimus  poflit  certamine  folus 
Te  contra,  fcelere  infradtum.     Nihil  improbus  olli 
Refpondet  Satanas,  rabie  exfuperante  tumefcens : 
At  lento  incedit  paflii,  velut  acer  habenas 
Indignans  Sonipes,  fpumanfque  ac  ferrea  mandens 
Fraena  ferox:    Vanum  quippe  aut  contendere  duxit, 
Aut  fugere ;    ufque  adeo  domitarat  atrocia  corda 
Infolitus  coelo  veniens  formidinis  Horror. 
Jamque  propinquabant,  qua  fe  Cuftodia  duplex 
Occidua  conjuncla  plaga  trahit  agmen  in  unum, 
Imperia  expeclans,  dederit  qua?  proxima  Du£or : 
Quos  acie  a  prima  Gabrial  flc  admonet,  altum 

Compellans :    Vigilate  ;   pedum  fonus  impulit  aures  ; 

Huc  properant ;   oculifque  incerta  luce  per  umbras 


Eeft  with  the  Beft,  the  Sender  not  the  Sent, 
Or  All  at  once  :  more  glory  will  be  won, 
Or  lefs  be  loft.     Thy  fear,  faid  Zepbon  bold, 
Will  fave  us  tryal,  what  the  leaft  can  do 
Single  againft  Thee  wickcd,  and  thence  weak. 

The  Fiend  reply'd  not,  overcome  with  ragc ; 
But  like  a  proud  Steed  rein'd,  went  haughty  on, 
Champing  his  iron  curb :  to  ftrive,  or  fly, 


He  held  it  vain :   awe  from  above  had  quelTd 
His  heart,  not  c!fe  difmay'd.  Now  drew  they  nigh 
The  weilern  Point,  where  thofe  half-rounding  guards 
Juft  met,  and  ciofing  ftood  in  fquadron  join'd, 
Awaiting  next  command.     To  whom  their  Chief, 
Galriel,  from  the  Front  thus  call'd  aloud  : 

O  Friends,  I  hear  the  tread  of  nimble  feet 
Hafting  this  way ;  and  now  by  glimps  difcem 


Appa- 
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Apparent  Zephonque  &  Ithuria/,  &  Comes  una 
Tertius,  inceflu  regali,  at  lumine  laefo 
Splendoris ;   geftuque  fuperbo  &  mole  videtur 
Rex  Erebi,  bellum  intentans.     Vos  firma  tenete 
Agmina ;   nam  faevo  Rabies  furit  improba  vultu. 

Vix  ea  finierat ;   cum  Par  illuftre  propinquant ; 
Et  Qiiis,  ubi  arreptus,  quo  geftu,  quaque  figura, 
Quofque  dolos  ftrueret  modo  perfidus,  ordine  narrant 
Cuncta  brevi :   torvo  hunc  Gabrial  fic  increpat  ore : 

Cur  data  nequitiis,  Satana,  perrumpere  clauftra 
Aufus  es,  indignifque  modis  vexare  filentes 
Cuftodum  vagus  excubias,  qui  te  tuaque  horrent 
Exempla?    At  noftrum  eft  veniendi  pofcere  caufas, 
Et  quianam  fomnos  violes,  gentifque  quietem 
Innocuas,  quibus  his  tribuit  Deus  otia  terris. 

Quem  Satanas  fic  deinde  irridet  fronte  fuperba : 
Scilicet  in  coelo,  Gabrial^  Sapientis  honores 
Jactabas !     Quin  dignum  etiam  te  nomine  tanto 


Itburiel  and  Zephon,  through  the  fhade ; 
And  with  them  comes  a  Third  of  Regal  port, 
But  faded  fplendor  wan  ;  who  by  his  gate, 
And  fierce  demeanour,  feems  the  Prince  of  Hcll, 
Not  likely  to  part  hence  without  conteft : 
Stand  finn,  for  in  his  look  defiance  lours. 

He  fcarcehadended,  when  thofe  two  approach'd, 
And  brief  related  whom  they  brought,  where  found, 
How  bufied,  in  what  form  and  pofture  couch'd: 
To  whom  witli  ftein  regard  thus  Gabriel  fpake  : 


Why  haft  tliou,  Satan,  broke  the  bounds  prefc:. 
To  thy  tranfgreffions,  and  difturb'd  the  charge 
Of  others,  v.ho  approve  not  to  tranfgrefs 
By  thy  example ;  but  have  pow'r  and  right 
To  queftion  thy  bold  entrance  on  this  place, 
Employ'd,  it  feems,  to  violate  fleep,  and  thofe 
Whofe  dwelling  God  hath  planted  here  in  blifs? 

To  whom  thus  Satan,  with  contempruous  brow  : 
Gabricl,  thou  hadft  in  Heav'n  th'  efteem  of  Wife, 
And  fuch  I  held  thee ;  but  this  queftion  ask'd 

Duxi 
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Duxi  Egomet :   fed  nunc  ca  rm  fentcntia  ceillt 

Mota  loco.     Vivitne  igitur,  qui  corde  dolorem 

Ultro  ampleclatur  ?   qui  non  eruperit  Orco 

Damnatus  tenebris,  fiqua  via  forte  pateret  ? 

Tuque  modos  (quis  enim  dubitet?)  fequerere  falutis, 

Et  procul  a  ludtu  fedes  ubicunque  remotas 

Confugeres,  dulci  qua  permutare  liceret 

Crudeles  requie  poenas.     Hoc  ipfe  petebam. 

At  tibi  nil  valet  hoec  ratio,  cui  contigit  unum 

Scire  Bonum,  natura  Mali  quem  ignota  fefellit. 

Illius  an  tandem  arbitrium,  qui  mifit  in  Orcum, 

Objicies  ?     Diro  fi.  claudere  vellet  in  antro, 

Confervet  melius  portarum  ferrea  clauftra. 

Hasc  Tibi  quaerenti :   Et  verum  eft  me  fede  repertum, 

Quam  memorant :   An  &  hinc  dolus,  aut  vis  ulla  probatur  ? 

Talibus  indignans.     Contra  fubridet,  &  acri 
Aggreditur  fermone  D  e  i  bellator  Alumnus : 
Ecquis  erit  ccelo  Judex  Sapientis  6c  JEqui 

Puts  me  in  doubt.    Lives  there  vvho  loves  his  pain  ?  But  Evil  haft  not  try'd.     And  wilt  objeft 

Who  would  not,  finding  way,  break  loofe  from  Hell,  His  Will,  who  bound  us  ?    Let  Him  furer  bar 

Tho'  thither  doom'd  ?    Thou  wouldft  thy  felf,  no  His  Iron  Gates,  if  He  intends  our  ftay 

doubt,  In  that  dark  durance.    Thus  much  what  was  ask'd. 

And  boldly  venture  to  whatever  place  [change  The  reft  is  true  :  they  found  me  where  they  fay ; 

Fartheft  from  pain ;  where  thou  might'ft  hope  to  But  that  implies  not  violence,  or  harm. 
Torment  with  Eafe,  and  fooneft  recompence  Thus  He  in  fcorn.     The  warlike  Angel  mov'd, 

Dole  with  Delight;  which  in  this  place  I  fought:  Difdainfully  half  fmiling,  thus  reply'd : 

To  Thee  no  realbn,  who  know'ft  only  Good,  O  lofs  of  one  in  Heav'n  to  judge  of  Wife ' 

B  b  Calli- 
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Callidus,  cx  quo  jam  Satanas  erroribus  actus 
Infanis  ruit  ?    Et  redit  idem  carcere  rupto, 
Multaque  nunc  fecum  addubitat,  Sapienme  putetur, 
Qui  rogat,  injuflum  quae  audacia  compulit  auras 
Vifere,  praefcriptis  elapfum  finibus  Orci. 
Scilicet  hoc  ducit  Sapere,  evitare  dolores 
Pcenafque!     Haec  maneat  mens,  Audentiflime ;   donec 
Quam  ftolide  irritas,  flamma  feptemplice  fervens 
Ira  fugam  invadat ;   Sapientiaque  ifta  cruentis 
Verberibus  fua  mittatur  fub  Tartara,  quae  te 
Haud  docuit,  faevi  non  omnia  tela  doloris 
Numinis  accenfl  flagrantem  aequare  furorem. 
At  quianam  huc  folus  ?    Cur  non  erupit  &  omnis 
Tecum  Erebi  domus  ?    An  Dolor  illis  mollior  ?    An  Tu 
Suftentare  minus  poteras,  fortiilime  Du£tor, 
Primus  inire  fugam  ?    Sociis  fl  nota  fuiflet 
Caufa  fugae,  huc  certe  haud  folus  Defertor  adefles. 
Olli  torva  tuens  Satanas :   Mene  ergo  dolorem 

Since  Stitan  fell,  whom  Folly  overthrew :  Which  taught  thee  yet  no  better,  that  no  pain 

And  now  returns  him,  from  his  prifon  fcap'd,  Can  equal  Anger  infinite  provok'd. 

Gravely  in  doubt  whether  to  hold  them  wife,  But  wherefore  Thou  alone  ?  wherefore  with  Thee 

Or  not,  who  ask  what  boldnefs  brought  him  hither  Came  not  all  Hell  broke  loofe  ?  is  Pain  to  Them 

Unlicenc'd  from  his  bounds  in  Hell  prefcribM.  Lefs  Pain,  lefs  to  be  fled?  or  Thou  than  They 

So  wife  he  judges  it  to  fly  from  pain  Lefs  hardy  to  endure  ?  couragious  Chief, 

However,  and  to  fcape  his  punilhment.  The  firft  in  flight  from  pain;  hadft  thou  alledg'd 

So  judge  thou  ftill,  Prefumptuous ;  till  the  Wrath,  To  thy  deferted  hoft  this  caufe  of  flight, 

Which  thou  incur'ft  by  fiying,  meet  thy  flight  Thou  furely  hadft  not  come  fole  fugitive.      [ftern : 
Scv'nfold,  and  fcourge  that  Wifdom  back  to  Hell,  To  which  the  Fiend  thus  anfwer'd,  frowning 

Detre- 
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Dctreclare  putas,  dira.  fajviflime  lingua.  ? 

At,  (bene  enim  nofti)  tibi  fortiter  obvius  ibam, 

Cum  refona  afflanti  te  fulminis  ala  juvaret 

Igne  minax,  tardaeque  aciem  vimque  adderet  hafta?. 

At  tibi  quze  fine  more  volant  ignava,  fatentur 

Verba  rudem ;   nefcire  probant,  quae  cura  fidelem 

Dudlorem  exercet ;   ne,  forte  oppreffus  iniqua 

Jamdudum,  objiciat  laefum  temerarius  agmen 

Cafibus  ignotis  intentatifque  periclis. 

Hinc  nullo  comitante  Ego  triftem  primus  Abyflum 

Metiri  pennis  fidentibus  aufus,  &  orbem 

Latius  explorare  novum,  quem  Fama  fub  Orco 

Haud  filet :   hic  placidas  fperabam  attingere  fedes, 

Et  terrae  in  gremio  fractas  recreare  cohortes, 

jflEthereifve  auris :   nec  quid  certamine  contra 

Tu  poteris,  moror,  aut  nitidae  ad  tua  caftra  catervae. 

At  non  Illorum  eft  pugna  certare ;   Tyranno 

Blandiri,  fugere  ad  nutum,  numerifque  canoris 


Not  that  I  lefs  endure,  or  fhrink  from  pain, 
Infulting  Angel :  well  thou  know'ft,  I  ftood 
Thy  fierceft ;  when  in  battle  to  thy  aid 
The  blafting  vollied  Thunder  made  all  fpeed, 
And  feconded  thy  elfe  not  dreaded  Spear. 
But  ftill  thy  words  at  random,  as  before, 
Argue  thy  inexperience,  what  behoves, 
Frem  hard  aflays  and  ill  fuccefles  paft, 
A  faithful  Leader ;  not  to  hazard  all 


Through  ways  of  danger,  by  Himfelf  untry'd. 
I  therefore,  I  alone  firft  undertook 
To  wing  the  defolate  Abyfs,  and  fpy 
This  new  created  World,  whereof  in  Hell 
Fame  is  not  filent  5  here  in  hope  to  find 
Better  abode,  and  my  afflifted  Pow'rs 
To  fettle  here  on  Earth,  or  in  mid  Air ; 
Though,  for  pofleffion,  put  to  try  once  more 
What  Thou,  and  thy  gay  legions,  dare  againft : 


Bb  2 


Mul- 
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Mulcentes  folium  circumdare,  mollia  veftris 
Conveniunt  ftudia  haec  turmis,  facilefque  laboresi 

Quem  citus  excepit  coeli  fic  Nuntius  ardens : 
Affirmare,  negare  eadem ;  jam  tela  doloris 
Prudentem  vitaffe,  &  jam  Te  munere  fungi 
Exploratoris ;   Bellatori  Haeccine,  quaefb, 
Conveniunt,  aut  Mendaci?    Nomenque  Fidelis 
Addis  Tu,  Satana  ?    Proh  dira  Injuria  fandti 
Nominis !    Et  Temet  memoras,  Te  nempe  Fidelem  ? 
Cui  vero  ?  infido  huic  populo,  horrendifque  latronum 
Agminibus  ?    Capite  en  fcedo  digniflima  Membra  ! 
Haeccine  jactata  Integritas,  haec  bellica  Virtus 
Infignifque  Fides,  fceptrum  contemnere  magni 
Numinis,  &  fanclum  obfequii  perrumpere  fcedus? 
Perflde,  Te  fortem  qui  libertatis  Amicum 
Nunc  fimulas !    Quis  Te  Regi  magis  aetheris  olim 
Blanditus,  Te  procubuit  fervilior  ipfo  ? 

Whofe  eafier  bufmefs  were  to  ferve  their  Lord  O  facred  name  of  Faithfulnefs  profan'd ! 

High  up  in    Heav'nj   with  Songs  to  hymn  his  Faithful  to  whom  ?  to  thy  rebellious  crew  ? 

Throne,  Army  of  Fiends,  fit  Body  to  iit  Head. 

And  prac"tis'd  diftances  to  cringe,  not  fight.  "Was  this  your  Difcipline,  and  Faith  engag'd, 

To  whom  the  warriour  Angel  foon  reply'd :  Your  military  Obedience,  to  diffolve 

To  fay,  and  ftrait  unfay,  pretending  firfl  Allegiance  to  th'  acknowledg'd  Pow'r  fupreme  ? 

Wife  to  fly  pain,  profeifing  next  the  Spy,  And  thou,  fly  Hypocrite,  who  now  wouldft  feera 

Argucs  no  Leader,  but  a  Liar  trac'd.  Patron  of  liberty  ;  Who  more  than  Thou 

Satan!  and  couldft  thou  Faithful  add?    O  name,  Once  fawn'd,  and  cring'd,  and  fervily  ador'd  . 

Teque 
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Scd  quianam  ?    Indomitum  fanc  cxturbafic  Tonantem, 
Tequc  adeo  ad  cceli  folium  evexifie  fuprcmum 
Demens  fperafti :    at  monitus  te  furripe  notas 
Ad  latebras ;    rurfum  his  fanclis  fi  littoris  oris 
Deprendam,  vinclum  fub  gurgitis  ima  profundi 
Multa  reluctantem  retraham,  figamque  catenis 
Acribus,  ut  nunquam  ex  illo  deriferis  antri 
Tartarei  faciles  portas,  atque  irrita  clauftra. 

Has  dedit  Ille  minas :    Satanas  nihil  ifta  minarum 
Tela  morans,  flagrante  magis  fic  rettulit  ira : 

Tunc,  ubi  me  captum  tuleris,  tunc  vincula  jacla, 
Ambitiofe  Puer,  qui  fines  clauftraque  garris. 
Pondera  fed  victrix  longe  graviora  parabit 
Hasc  Tibi  dextra,  tuis  quanquam  ipfe  equitetur  in  alis 
Rex  Superum,  Tuque  afluetus  cum  fratribus  alto 
Colla  jugo,  currus  Domini  omnipotentis  ovantes 
Ducis  ftelliferi  circum  atria  fulgida  coeli. 


HeavVs  awful  Monarch  ?  wherefore,  but  in  hope  So  threaten'd  He  :  but  Satan  to  no  threats 

To  difpoflefs  him,  and  thy  felf  to  reign  ?  Gave  heed,  but  waxing  more  in  rage  rep]y'd  : 

But  mark  what  I  aread  thee  now,  Avant ;  Then,  when  I  am  thy  Captive,  talk  of  chains, 

Fly  thither   whence   thou   fledit  ;    if  from  tbis       Proud  limitary  Cherub ;.  but  e'er  then 

hour  Far  heavier  load  thy  felf  expeft  to  feel 

Within  thefe  hallow'd  limits  thou  appear,  From  my  prevailing  arm  :  though  Heaven's  King 

Back  to  th'  infernal  pit  I  drag  thee  chain'd,  Ride  on  thv  v.  ings;  andThou,  with  thy  Compeers, 

And  feal  thee  fo,  as  henceforth  not  to  fcorn  Us'd  to  tiie  yoke,  draw'fl  his  triumphant  wheels 

The  facil  gates  of  Hell  too  flightly  barr'd,  In  progreis  tiu-o'  the  load  of  Heav'n  ftar-pav'd 


Talia 
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Talia  dum  loquitur,  Superum  radiantia  late 
Agmina  flammanti  jactirunt  fulgura  vultu  ; 
Lunatis  fimul  exacuunt  converfa  phalangas 
Cornibus,  ac  Satanam  circumdant  undique  telis : 
Quam  denfa  horrefcit  Meflis  matura  per  agros 
Undantes,  agitata  notis  dum  fpicea  Silva 
Hinc  atque  inde  fluit ;  mcefto  ftupet  anxius  ore 
Agricola,  &  metuit  dubiis  incertus  ariftis. 
Parte  alia  excitus  Satanas  collegerat  omnes 
Impavidus  vires,  &  vafta  mole  reliftens, 
Qualis  Atlas  qualifve  Nivaria,  vertice  nubes 
Attingit;   criftaque  comans  fuper  incubat  Horror. 
Dumque  haftam  dextra  attollit  clypeumque  finiftra, 
Horrendam  intentat  ftragem,  qua  nec  Paradifus 
Unicus,  aftriferi  at  coeli  fors  arduus  Axis 
Occiderat ;   noftri  faltem  quaflata  tumultu 

Corruerant  trepida  inter  fe  Primordia  Mundi. 

• 

While  thus  he  fpake,  th'  Angelic  Squadron  bright  Collefting  all  his  might,  dilated  ftood 

Turn'd  fiery  red,  fharpning  in  mooned  horns  Like  Teneriff,  or  AtLis,  unremov'd : 

Their  phalanx;  and  began  to  hem  him  round  His  Stature  reach'd  the  Sky,  and  on  his  Creft 

With  ported  fpears ;  as  thick,  as  when  a  field  Sate  Horror  plum'd ;  nor  wanted  in  his  grafp 

Of  Ceres,  ripe  for  harveft,  waving  bends  What  feenTd  both  fpear,  and  fhield.  Now  dreadful 
Her  bearded  grove  of  ears,  which  way  the  wind  deeds 

Sways  them  :  thc  careful  Piowman  doubting  ftands,  Might  have  enfu'd  :  not  only  Paradife 

Left  on  the  threfhing  floor  his  hopeful  llieaves  In  this  commotion,  but  the  ftarry  Cope 

Prove  chaff.     On  th'  other  fide  Satan  alarm'd,  Of  Heav'n  perhaps,  or  all  the  Elements 

Provi- 
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Providus  aft  ccelo  Omnipotcns  fufpendit  apcrto 
Lances  ex  auro  geminas  (nunc  orbe  videndas 
Stellifero  Erigonen  inter  Chelafque  propinquas) 
Queis  magnus  quondam  Genitor  quaecunque  crearat, 
Terrarumque  globum,  pendentefque  aeris  auras, 
Nunc  rerum  eventus,  gentefquc  &  pradia  librat. 
Pondera  bina  capit,  ccelique  aiTignat  Alumno 
Hanc  trutinam,  atque  illam  Satancc  Pater :    Illa  levat  fe 
Ocius,  Haec  deprefTa  cadit.     Quae  figna  notavit 
Caslicola,  atque  hoftem  his  dictis  invadit  atrocem : 
En  Utrique  patet,  Satana,  quid  poflit  Uterque ! 
Nec  noftras  hae  vires :    Cur  arma  minemur  inanes  ? 
Haud  Tibi  fas  quidquam  ulterius  quam  numine  fummo 
Annuit  Omnipotens ;   Sed  nec  Mihi :    cui  tamen  intus 
Jam  nunc  profiliunt  geminatas  ad  praslia  vires, 
Ut  Te  calce  teram,  fl  contra  audentius  ibis. 
Nonne  vides,  coeli  figno  fufpenfus  in  illo 

At  leaJl,  had  gone  to  wrack,  difturb'd  and  torn  The  fequel  each  of  Parting,  and  of  Fight ; 

With  violence  of  this  conflicT; ;  had  not  foon  The  Iatter  quick  up  flew,  and  kick'd  the  beam  : 

Th'  Eternal,  to  prevent  fuch  horrid  fray,  Which  Gabricl  fpying,  thus  befpake  the  Fiend  : 
Hung  forth  in  Heav'n  his  golden  Scales,  yet  feen  Satan,  I  knovv  thy  ftrength,  and  thou  know'il 

Betwixt  AJtrea  and  the  Scorpion  Sign,  mine  : 

Wherein  all  things  created  firft  he  weigh'd,  Neither  our  own,  but  giv'n :  what  folly  then 

The  pendulous  round  Earth,  with  balanc'd  Air  To  boaft  what  Arms  can  do?  fince  thine  no  more 

In  counterpoife ;  now  ponders  all  Events,  Than  Heav'n  permits;  nor  mine,  tho'doubled  r.ow 

Battles,  and  Realms:  in  thefe  He  put  two  weights,  To  trample  thee  as  mire.     For  proof  lcok  up, 

Quam 
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Quam  levis  invalidufque  fies?    Surfum  extulit  ora, 
Attonitufque  fuam  agnovit  fublime  levatam 
Hoftis  atrox  trutinam.     Nec  plura;   at  murmura  fugit 
Ingeminans ;   No&ifque  una  fugere  tenebra. 

And  read  thy  Lot  in  yon  celeftial  Sign  :        [weak,     His  mounted  fcale  aloft :  nor  more ;  but  fled 
Where  thou  art  weigh'd,  and  fhown  how  light,  how     Murm'ring,    and  with  him  fled  the  Ihades   of 
If  thou  refift.    The  Fiend  look'd  up,  and  knew  night. 


PARA- 
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JAM  rofea  in  tradtus  veftigia  duxit  Eoos 
Aurora,  &  late  gemmis  rorantibus  orbem 
Sparferat :   Adamus  fomnum  dimifit,  ut  olli 
Mos  erat;   aerius  leviter  nam  fomnus  habebat, 
Simplicibufque  cibis,  blandifque  vaporibus  ortus : 
Soli  illum  foliorum,  Aurorae  mollia  Flabra, 
Lenes  dimovere  fufurri,  garrula  fontis 
Murmura,  vel  primo  per  ramos  mane  Volucrum 
Concentus.     Ergo  hinc  Conjux  magis  anxius  haeret, 
Evam  adeo  infolitos  miratus  ducere  fbmnos, 
Ardentique  gena,  &  paflls  fine  lege  capillis. 
Ille  inclinata  pendens  cervice,  jacenti 
Inftat,  inexpletum  vultu  fuper  ufque  moratus, 

PARADISE    LOST. 

B  o  o  k     V. 

NO  W  Morn,  her  rofy  (leps  in  th'  Eaftern  Clime  Lightly  diipersM,  and  the  fhrill  Matin  Song 

Advancing,fow'dtheearthwithOrientPearl;  Of  birds  on  every  bough.     So  much  the  more 

When  Adam  wak'd,  fo  cuftom'd ;  for  his  fleep  His  wonder  was,  to  find  unwaken'd  Eve 

Was  airy  light,  from  pure  digeftion  bred,  With  Treffes  difcompos'd,  and  glowing  Cheek, 

And  temperate  vapours  bland ;  which  th'  only  found  As  through  unquiet  reft.     He,  on  his  fide 

Of  leaves,  and  fuming  rills,  Aurora\  fan,  Leaning  half  rais'd,  with  looks  of  cordial  Love 

C  c  Vultu, 
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Vultu,  qui  vigil  expandit  feu  lumina,  fomno 
Seu  premit,  infignes  pariter  jaculatur  amores. 
Tum  quali  afFatus  diledtam  murmure  Floram 
Demulcet  lenis  Zephyrus^  dextramque  benigne 
Contredtans,  blanda  fic  voce  fufurrat  in  aurem  : 

Excute  te  fomnis  Conjux  pulcherrima,  coelo 
Quae  mihi  Dos  fuprema  venis,  jucundior  una 
Omnibus,  una  Voluptatum  fons  ufque  recentum, 
Excute  te.     Lux  alma  vocat,  campique  virentes 
Invitant :   reducis  quid  pignora  prima  diei 
Negligimus  ?   quin  jam  plantas  vifamus,  amicis 
Ut  vigeant  cultae  ftudiis ;   quas  Citrea  Silva 
EfFundat  gemmas ;   quas  diti  cortice  Myrrha 
Sudet  odoratas  lacrimas,  quae  balfama  arundo 
Praebeat ;   ut  miftos  variet  Natura  colores, 
Utque  Apis  ex  florum  labiis  trahat  humida  Melk. 

Voce  fufurrantis  fefe  erigit  excita  fomno 
Eva  oculis  trepida  attonitis :   Sic  deinde  Maritum 

Hung  over  her  enamour'd  ;  and  beheld  Our  tended  Plants,  how  blows  the  Citron  Grove, 

Beauty,  which  whether  waking  or  afleep,  What  drops  the  Myrrh,  and  what  the  balmy  Reed, 

Shot  forth  peculiar  Graces;  then  with  voice  How  Nature  paints  her  colours,  how  the  Bee 

Mild  as  wlien  Ztphyrus  on  Flora  breathes,  Sits  on  the  Bloom  extrafting  liquid  fweet. 

Her  hand  foft  touching,  whifper'd  thus :  Awake  Such  whifp'ring  wak'd  her,   but  with  ftartled 

My  faireft,  my  efpous'd,  my  lateft  found,  eye 

HeavVs  laft  beft  gift,  my  ever  new  delight,  On  Adatn  ;  whom  embracing,  thus  fhe  fpake. 

Awake :  the  morning  fhines,  and  the  frefh  field  O  fole,  in  whom  my  thoughts  find  all  repofe, 

Calls  us ;  we  lofe  the  prime,  to  mark  how  fpring  My  Glory,  my  Perfettion,  glad  I  fee 

Am- 
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Amplexa  alloquitur  :    Pax  6  mihi  fumma,  Dccufque 
Dulcc  Animas,  reducem  Auroram,   tuaque  ora  tueri 
Ut  juvat!    Hac  Ego  nocle  (O  Nox  fcecunda  Malorum) 

Somnia  dira  tuli,  fuerint  fi  fomnia.    Imago 

Non  tua,  non  fenfus  hefterna  aut  craftina  pcnfa 
(Ut  mos  eft)  tenuere;   at  triftia  Vifa  dolorum, 
Hac  prius  horrenda  nunquam  mihi  cognita  nocte. 
Vox  audita  mihi  leni  increpitare  fufurro, 
(Ipfa  tuam  rebar)  Surge,  exfpatiemur  in  hortis ; 
Carpis  adhuc  fomnos  ?    Jam  fpirat  amabilis  hora, 
Hora  ferena,  filens,  ni  voce  filentia  dulci 
Rumpat  Avis,  noctem  cantu  quas  mulcet,  Amoris 
Mollibus  invigilans  ftudiis.     En  ore  rotundo 
Luna  tumet ;    nodtique  obduclis  gratior  umbris 
Naturas  faciem  jucundo  lumine  luftrat. 
Surrexi,  tanquam  aflueta.  Tu  voce  vocafTes: 
Ut  Te  non  vidi,  late  fpatiata  per  hortos 
Quasrebam,  &  longam  mecum  incomitata  videbar 

Thy  face,  and  Morn  return'd ;  for  I  this  Night,  To  the  night-warbling  Bird,  that  now  awake 

(Such  night  till  this  I  never  pafs'd)  have  dream'd,  Tunes  fweeteft  his  love-labour'd  fong ;  now  reigns 

If  dream'd;  not,  as  I  oft  am  wont,  of  Thee,  Full-orb'd  the  Moon,  and  with  more  pleafant- light 

Works  of  day  pafs'd,  or  morrow's  next  defign :  Shadowy  fets  off  the  face  of  things ;  in  vain, 

But  of  offenfe,  and  trouble  ;  which  my  mind  If  none  regard  :  Heav'n  wakes  with  all  his  Eyesj 

Knew  never  till  this  irkfome  night.     Methought  Whom  to  behold  but  Thee,  Nature's  drfne  ? 

Cloie  at  mine  ear  one  call'd  me  forth  to  walk  In  whofe  fight  all  things  joy,  with  raviftimenc 

With  gentle  voice ;  I  thbught  it  thine  :  it  faid,  Attra&ed  by  thy  beauty  ftill  to  gaze. 

Why  fleep'ft  thou  Eve  ?  now  is  the  pleafant  time,  I  rofe,  as  at  thy  call;  but  found  thee  not: 

The  cool,  the  filent ;  fave  where  ftlence  yields  To  find  thee  I  direfted  then  my  walk ; 

Cc  2  Ire 
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Ire  viam :    fubito  interdidta  apparuit  Arbos 

Ante  oculosj  jam  pulchra  magis,  quam  luce  fub  ipia. 

Interea  adftabat  Juvenis,  qui  rettulit  ore 

Caeligenas  toties  vifos,  alifque  gemellis  : 

Rore  comae  ambrolio  maduere.     Adduxit  &  Illum 

Arboris  attonitum  fplendor.     Pulcherrima,  dixit, 

Plantarum,  pomis  ramos  curvata  trementes, 

Nemon'  onus  levat  hoc  ?  guftumque  Hominifque  D  e  ique 

Tam  grati  fugiant  fruclus  ?    Ergo  ardua  rerum 

Scire  adeo  vile  eft?     Vetat  an  decerpere  dira 

Invidia  ?    Ulterius  fed  Me  Vis  nulla  vetabit 

Delicias  libare,  oblataque  carpere  dona. 

His  di6tis  propere  accedit,  dextraque  nefanda 

Carpit,  edit.     Mea  tum  formidine  folvere  membra 

Audacefque  fimul  voces,  facinufque  tremendum. 

Ille  autem  exultans :   Arbos  Divina,  tuenti 

Ante  mihi  fuavis,  multo  jam  fuavior  ufu, 

Ergone  &  interdidta  Homini,  conceffaque  folis 

And  on,  methought,  alone  I  pafs'd,  thro'  vvays  Nor  God,  nor  Man?    Is  Knowledge  fo  defpis'd  ? 

That  brought  me  on  a  fudden  to  the  Tree  Or  envy,  or  what  referve  forbids  to  tafte  ? 

Of  interdicted  Knowledge:   fair  it  feem'd,  Forbid  who  will,  none  fhall  from  me  with-hold 

Much  fairer,  to  my  Fancy,  than  by  day;  Longer  thy  offer'd  good:  why  elfe  fet  here  ? 

And  as  I  wond'ring  look'd,  befide  it  ftood  This  faid,  he  paus'd  not,  but  with  vent'rous  Arm 

One  fhap'd,   and  wing'd,   like  one  of  thofe  from  He  pluck'd,  he  tafted :  Me  damp  horror  chill'd 

By  us  oft  feen  :  his  dewy  locks  diftilPd     [Heav'n,  At  fuch  bold  words,  vouch'd  with  a  deed  fo  bold . 

dmbrofia  ;  on  that  Tree  he  alfo  gaz'd  :  Eut  He  thus,  overjoy'd  :  O  Fruit  divine, 

And,  O  fair  plant,  faid  he,  with  fruit  furchargM,  Sweet  of  thy  felf,  but  much  more  fweet  thus  crop'd, 

Deigns  none  to  eafe  thy  load,  and  tafte  thy  fweet?  Forbidden  here,  it  feems,  as  only  fit 

Tu 
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Tu  Superis?    Homincm  at  Divis  acquaveris  ipfis. 
Quidni  autcm  ?     DifTufa  magis  Bona  fe  magis  augcnt, 
Autorifque  decus.     Ccelcfti  6  piaedita  forma, 
Huc  adcs,  6  felix,  partem  cape  muneris  hujus; 
Dignior  efle  nequfs,  at  eris  felicior,  Eva  ! 
Carpe  age,  &  ipfa  Deos  inter  Dea,  clauftra  relinque 
Terrarum,  &  mediis  jam  nos  fequere  aetheris  oris ; 
En  age,  quod  merita  es,  coelum  confcende,  beatam 
Ingreflura  plagam,  &  laetis  tetc  infere  regnis. 

Haec  fatus,  poma  extemplo  porrecta  labellis 
Admovit :    Me  dulcis  Amor  raptabat  odorum  ; 
Non  potui  cohibere  manus,  non  labra ;    vorabam 
Ore  avido,  celerique  ducem  comitata  volatu 
Scandebam  nubes ;   terras  unde  ardua  vidi 
Subtus  circuitu  vafto  in  fpatia  ampla  patentes, 
Profpe&um  ingentem,  varium.     Faftigia  tanta 
Mirabar,  talefque  vices ;    quum  fe  fubito  Dux 
Subtrahit.     Ipfa  leves  refoluta  videbar  abire 

For  Gods,  yet  able  to  make  Gods  of  Men :  Afcend  to  Heav'n,  by  merit  thine,  and  fee 
And  why  not  Gods  of  Men  ?    fmce  good  the  more     What  life  the  Gods  live  there,  and  fuch  live  Thoa. 
Communicated,  more  abundant  grows,  So  faying,  he  drew  nigh,  and  to  me  held, 

The  Author  not  impair'd,  but  honour'd  more  ?  Ev'n  to  my  mouth  of  that  fame  fruit  held  part, 

Here,  happy  creature,  fair  Angelic  Eve,  Which  he  had  pluck'd  :   the  pleafant  favoury  fmell 

Partake  thou  alfo  :  happy  though  thou  art,  So  quicken'd  appetite,  that  I,  methought, 

Happier  thou  may'ft  be,  worthier  canlt  not  be  :  Could  not  but  taile.     Forthwith  up  to  the  Clouds 

Talte  this,  and  be  henceforth  amonft  the  Gods  With  him  I  flew,  and  underneath  beheld 

Thy  felf  a  Goddefs  ;  not  to  Earth  confin'd,  The  Earth  out!lretch'd  immenfe,  a  profpeft  wide„ 

lut  fometimcs  in  the  Air,  as  we ;  fometimes  And  various :  wond'ring  at  my  flight  and  change 

Mollius 
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Mollius  in  fomnos.      Aft  6  mihi  quanta  Voluptas, 
Irrita  cum  vanis  animum  lumTe  viderem 
Somnia  imaginibus !     Sic  tsedia  noclis  iniqua 
Eva  refert ;    deinde  hasc  mceftus  refponfa  Maritus : 

Dulcis  Imago  Mei,  atque  Animas  pars  opffma  !     Triftes 
Me  pariter,  quos  no&e  gravi  Tu  experta,  labores 
Sollicitant  animi  dubium ;    Me  Somnia  terrent 
Horrida,  curarum  (heu  vereor)  prasnuntia,  diro 
Orta  Malo.     Verum  unde  Malum  ?     Tua  pectora  nefcit 
Incolere,  immaculata  omnique  carentia  fraude. 
Sed  te  non  lateat  multas  habitare  minores 
Interiora  Animas  Vires,  quas  fumma  gubernat 
Dux  Ratio :    Has  inter,  Phantafia  proxima  munus 
Exercet ;   mifto  variarum  ex  agmine  rerum, 
Quas  referunt  quini  diverfa  per  organa  Senfus, 
Illa  leves  fingit  fpecies  vanafque  figuras. 
Has  Domina  abjungit  Ratio,  aut  conne&it  in  unum : 
Atque  hinc  quaxunque  aflerimus,  quaecunque  negamus, 

To  this  liigh  exaltation ;  fuddenly  Yet  Evil  whence  ?  in  Thee  can  harbottr  none, 

MyGuidewas  gone,  andl,  methought,  funk  down,  Created  pure.     But  know,  th.it  in  the  Soul 

And  fell  afleep :  but  O  how  glad  I  wak'd  Are  many  leffer  Facukies,  that  ferve 

To  find  this  but  a  drcam!     Thus  Eve  her  Night  Reafon  as  chief:  among  thefe  Fancy  next 

■  Related,  and  thus  Adam  anfwer'd  fad.  Her  office  holds :  of  all  external  things, 

Beft  Image  of  my  felf,  and  dearer  half,  Which  the  five  watchful  Senfes  reprefent, 

The  trouble  of  thy  thoughts  this  night  in  fleep  She  forms  Imaginations,  airy  fhapes, 

AfFefts  me  equally  :  nor  can  I  like  •  Which  Reafon  joining,  or  disjoining,  frames 

This  uncooth  dream,  of  Evil  fprung,  I  fear.  All  what  we  affirm,  or  what  deny,  and  call 

Prove- 
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Proveniunt ;   hinc  qiue  fcimus,  quae  crcdimus  orta. 

Aft  ubi  noctunue  langucns  Natura  cjuieti 

[ndulget,  fua  fe  Ratio  in  penetralia  condit: 

Tum  vigilat,  Dominasque  refert  Phantafia  mores 

/Emula  ;    nequicquam  ;   line  lege,  fine  ordine  facta 

Confuit,  &  voces ;    vana  inter  fomnia  molem 

Dat  male  digeftam,  antiquifque  recentia  mifcet. 

Scilicet  &  multa  hefterni  fermonis  Imago 

Somnia,  quae  mihi  nunc  memoras,  finxiffe  videtur, 

Mirarum  comitante  una  farragine  rerum. 

Parce  tamen  mcerere ;   in  corda  Hominifque  D  e  ique 

Ire  Malum  potis  eft,  illaudatumque  redire, 

Nec  minima  impuras  fuberunt  veftigia  labis. 

Quin  mihi  nunc  animo  melior  fiducia  furgit, 

Te  levibus  ficla  in  fomnis  quas  ferre  nequibas, 

Haud  vigilem  aufuram.     Ergo  alacri  fls  mente,  nec  iftos 

Nubibus  obducas  vultus,  qui  luce  benigna 

Splendidius  ridere  folent,  quam  prima  ferenis 

Our  knowledge,  cropinion;  then  retires  But  with  addition  ftrange;  yct,  benotfadj 

Into  her  private  Cell,  when  Nature  refts.  Evil  into  the  mind  of  God,  or  Man, 

Oft  in  her  abfence  mimic  Fancy  vvakes  May  come  and  go,  fo  unapprov'd ;   and  leave 

To  imitate  her;  but  misjoining  (hapes,  No  fpot  or  blame  behind  :  which  gives  me  hope 

Wild  work  produces  oft,  and  moft  in  dreams ;  That  what  in  fleep  thou  didft  abhor  to  dream, 

111  matching  words,  and  deeds,  long  paft,  or  late.     Waking  thou  never  wilt  confent  to  do. 

Some  fuch  refemblances  methinks  I  find  Be  not  dimearten'd  then,  nor  cloud  thofe  Iooks 

Of  our  luft  Evening's  talk,  in  tiiis  thy  dream  ;  That  wont  to  be  more  chearful,  and.  ferene 


Cum 
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Cum  fulget  radiis  orbemque  Aurora  retexit. 
Quin  age,  jam  filvas  inter  nova  penfa  fequamur, 
Hofque  inter  fontes,  lastorumque  agmina  florum  ; 
En !   iterum  ut  coelo  credunt  tibi  nocte  repoftas 
Delicias,  dulcefque  audent  recludere  odores. 

Hoc  pulchram  Adamus  Sponfam  folamine  blando 
Demulcet:   Sed  lapfa  oculis  ftillabat  utrifque 
Mollis  lacrimula,  adductis  deterfa  capillis. 
Deinde  alias  nitidis  e  fontibus  ire  paratas 
Ut  vidit  Conjux,  lucentibus  ofcula  guttis 
Libavit,  fancti  veneratus  figna  pudoris 
Optima,  qui  noxze  tremeret  vel  imagine  fola 

Hinc  cura  ceffere  omnes ;   ergo  itur  ad  arva. 
At  laEtas  iimul  exierant  fondentibus  umbrse 
Hofpitiis,  faciemque  Aurorae  &  folis  apertam 
Attigerant  lucem  (jam  Sol  fuper  aequora  curru 
Sufpenfus,  terrafque  coma  rorante  revifens 
Ridentis  faciem  Paradiii  expandit  Eoam, 

Than  when  fair  Morning  firft  fmiles  on  the  World :  Eachin  thcir  Cryftal  flaice,  he  e'er  they  fell 

And  let  us  to  our  frefh  employments  rife,  KiiVd,  as  the  gracious  figns  of  fweet  remorie, 

Among  the  Groves,  the  Fountains,  and  the  Flowr's,  And  pious  awe,  that  fear'd  to  have  ofFended. 
That  open  now  their  choiceft  bofom'd  fmells,  So  all  was  clear'd,  and  to  thc  Field  they  hafte : 

Referv'd  from  night,  and  kept  for  Thee  in  ftore.  But  firft  from  under  fhady  arborous  roof, 

So   chear'd  he  his   fair  Spoufe,    and  flte  was  Soon  as  they  fcrth  were  come  to  open  fight 

chear*d ;  .  Of  day-fpring,  and  the  Sun,  (who  fcarce  up  ris'n, 

But  filently  a  gentle  tear  let  fall  With  wheels  yet  hov'ring  o'er  the  Ocean  brim, 

From  either  eye,  and  wip'd  them  with  her  hair:  Shot  parallel  to  th'  earth  his  dewy  ray, 

Two  other  precious  drops  that  ready  ftood,  Difcov'ring  in  vvide  Landskig  all  thc  eaft 

Edeni- 
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Edenicpic  plagas,  felicia  rura,  patentes) 

Numen  adorantes  celebrant,  laudumque  recentum 

Muncra  mane  novo,  reduci  redeuntia  lucc 

Inftaurant.     Varia  haud  illis  facundia  vocis 

Defuit,  haud  facilis  dicendi  vena,  foluto 

Quae  fefe  eloquio  effudit,  numerifve  canoris 

Dulce  melos  modulata,  lyraeque  haud  indiga,  fluxit 

Ipfa  fuis  perfe&a  modis.     Dein  talibus  orfi : 

Quaecunque  aipicimus,  finxit  tua  Dextra,  Boni  Fons, 
Omnipotens !  vafta  haec  mundi  pulcherrima  Moles 
Tota  tua  eft.     Quem  Te,  Pater  admirande,  canamus  ? 
O  nulli  memorande !    Poli  qui  fidera  longe 
Arduus  exfuperans  mortalia  lumina  fallis, 
Hic  faltem  obfcura  pateris  fiib  luce  videri, 
Hic  tua  fed  legitur  Bonitas,  immenfaque  Virtus. 
Dicite,  Caelicolum  celfa  Agmina,  lucis  Alumni, 
Et  fpe&atis  enim,  &  melius  memorare  poteftis, 
Vos  fblium  afliduo  ftipatis  honore,  chorifque 

Of  Paradife,  and  EJen's  happy  Plains)  To  add  more  fweetnefs ;  and  they  thus  began. 
Lowly  they  bow'd  adoring,  and  began  Thefe  are  Thy  glorious  works,  Parent  of  Good, 

Their  Oraifons,  each  Morning  duly  paid  Almighty !  Thine  this  univerfal  Frame, 

1«  various  ftyle;  for  neither  various  ftyle,  Thus  wond'rous  fair;  Thy  felf  how  wondrous  thet)! 

Nor  holy  rapture  wanted  they,  topraife  Unfpeakable,  who  fit'ft  above  thefe  Heav'ns, 

Their  Maker,  in  fit  ftrains  pronounc'd,  or  fung  To  us  inviftble,  or  dimly  feen 

Unmeditated  ;  fuch  prompt  Eloquence  In  thefe  thy  loweft  works  :  yet  thefe  declare 

Flow'd  from  their  lips,  in  Profe,  or  numerous  verfe,  Thy  goodnefs  beyond  thoughr,  and  Pow'r  Divine. 

More  tuneable,  than  needed  Lute  or  Harp,  Speak  ye  who  beft  can  tell,  ye  Sons  of  light, 

D  d  Perpe- 
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Perpetuis  lucem  aeternam  &  modulamine  laeto 
Ducitis.     Indigenae  terrarum,  &  Vos  fimul  olli 
Altius  ingeminate  melos ;    Primufque  canoris 
Laudibus,  &  Medius  celebretur,  &  Ultimus  idem. 
O  Qua;  ftellarum  pulcherrima  noctis  opacas 
Claudis  fera  choros ;   feu  te  fibi  mitis  Eous 
Vendicat,  6  rofeae  pignus  praedulce  Diei, 
Quze  redimis  flavos  Auroras  lucida  crines ; 
Illum  6  curriculo  celebres,  dum  primula  mundo 
Lux  oritur,  fuavefque  recens  jam  temperat  horas. 
Tuque  6  Sol,  mundi  longe  lateque  patentis 
Idem  Anima  &  Lumen !   laetis  Tu  laudibus  Illum 
Sponte  canas ;   Illum  femper  revolutus  adores, 
Seu  mane  exoreris,  mediumque  afcendis  in  orbem, 
Seu  ruis  Oceano  pronus.     Tu,  Luna,  reverfo 
Quae  Soli  jam  fle&eris  obvia,  jamque  recedis ; 
Vos  ftabiles  aftrorum  Ignes,  rapidiilimus  axis 
Quos  cceli  torquet;   Vos  non  fine  carmine  Flammse 

Angels ;  for  ye  behold  Him,  and  with  fongs  While  day  arifes,  that  fweet  hoar  of  Prime. 

And  choral  fymphonies,  Day  without  Night,  Thou  Sun,  of  this  great  World  both  Eye  and  Soul, 

Circle  His  Throne  rejoycing;  Ye  in  Heav'n:  Acknowledge  Him  thy  Greater;  found  His  praife 

On  Earth  join  all  ye  Creatures,  to  extoll  In  thy  eternal  courfe,  both  when  thou  climb'ft, 

Him  firft,  Him  laft,  Him  midft,  and  without  end.  And  when  high  Noon  haft  gain'd,  and  when  thou 
Faireft  of  Stars,  laft  in  the  train  of  Night,  fall'ft. 

If  better  thou  belong  not  to  the  dawn,  Moon,  that  now  meet'ft  the  orient  Sun,  now  fly'ft, 

Sure  pledge  of  day,  that  crown'ft  the  fmiling  Morn  With  the  fix'd  Stars,  fix'd  in  their  Orb  that  flies ; 

With  thy  bright  Circlet ;  praife  Him  in  thy  Sphere,  And  ye  five  other  wandring  fires,  that  move 

Erran- 
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Errantes,  faltuque  vago  per  inane  rotatse, 

Illum  &  carminibus  laetae,  8c  celebrate  choreis, 

Qui  blandam  excivit  tenebrarum  e  gurgite  Lucem. 

Tuque  adeo,  Primaeve  tuis  cum  fratribus  Aer, 

Quos  peperit  Natura  recens  genitalia  rerum 

Semina,  quadruplici  dum  Vos  ambage  voluti 

Ufque  alitis  vario  &  connedlitis  omnia  motu, 

Ufque  novas  fummo  laudes  variate  Parenti. 

Vos  nebulas  tenues,  atque  Agmina  casca  Vaporum, 

Fumanti  de  monte  procul,  tepidifve  lacunis, 

Vifa  catervatim  denfa  caligine  volvi, 

Dum  molles  radiante  finus  Sol  induat  auro ; 

Vos  magnum  mundi  Autorem  celebrate  frequentes : 

Et  varia  feu  nube  leves  depingitis  auras, 

Seu  terram  arentem  pluvia.  perfunditis,  Illum 

Surgenti  celebrate  choro,  celebrate  cadenti. 

Autorem,  Venti,  aeternum  regione  quaterna 

Pars  rauco  clamore,  Alii  fpirantibus  auris 


In  myftic  Dance  not  without  Song,  refound 
His  praife,  who  out  of  Darknefs  call'd  up  Light. 
Air,  and  ye  Elements,  the  eldeft  birth 
Of  Nature's  Womb,  that  in  quaternion  run 
Perpetual  Circle,  multiform  ;  and  mix, 
And  nourilh  all  things ;  let  your  ceafelefs  change 
Vary  to  our  Great  Maker  ftill  new  praife. 
Ye  Mifb  and  Exhalations,  that  now  rife 


From  Hill  or  fteaming  Lake,  dusky  or  grey,   - 
Till  the  Sun  paint  your  fleecy  skirts  with  Gold; 
In  honour  to  the  World's  great  Author  rife  : 
Whether  to  deck  with  Clouds  th'  uncolour'd  Sky, 
Or  wet  the  thirfty  Earth  with  falling  fhow'rs, 
Rifing  or  falling,  ftill  advance  His  praife. 
His  praife,Ye  Winds,  that  from  four  Quarters  blow, 
Breathe  foft,  or  loud ;  and  wave  your  tops,  Ye  pinee, 


Dd  2 
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Dicite.     Vos  capita  obfequio  fubmittite  Plantae, 
Et  trepida  aeriag  motate  cacumina  Pinus ! 
Fontefque,  &  lapfu  canitis  Quicunque  loquaci, 
Illum  mollifluis  labentes  dicite  lymphis. 
Cun&a  fimul  mifcete  modos  Animalia !    Picla 
Vos  Volucres,  altum  cceli  quae  fcanditis  axem, 
Haud  vocum  immemores,  Vos  Illius  edite  fan&as 
Vocibus,  &  pennis  efferte  ad  fidera  laudes. 
Et  Vos  undarum  tranantes  ima  Popelli ; 
Quique  ima  reptatis  humo,  aut  inceditis  alte ; 
Vos  teftor,  fi  mane  facrum,  fi  vefpere  Nomen 
Carmina  noftra  filent ;   hoc  fons  fonat  omnis,  &  omne 
Hoc  nemus ;   hoc  valles  pariter  collefque  refultant. 
Salve  ingens  Pater,  Omnipotens ;    bona  fola  benigna 
Funde  manu ;    &  fiquid  fordis  contraxerit  atra. 
Nox  penna  involvens,  animis  Tu  difcute  noftris, 
Ut  Lux  pallentes  nunc  dimovet  alma  tenebras. 
Has  fudere  preces,  haec  puro  pe&ore  Vota ; 

With  every  Plant,  in  fign  of  worfhip  wave.  Witnefs  if  I  be  filent,  Morn  or  Ev'n, 

Fountains,  and  ye  that  warble,  as  ye  flow,  To  Hill  or  Valley,  Fountain,  or  frelh  fhade, 

Melodious  murmurs,  wybling  tune  his  praife.  Made  vocal  by  my  Song,  and  taught  His  praife. 

join  voices  all  ye  living  Souls ;  ye  Birds,  Hail  Univerfal  Lord,  be  bounteous  ftill 

That  finging  up  to  Heaven  Gate  afcend,  To  give  us  only  Good  :  and  if  the  Night 
Bear  on  your  wings,  and  in  your  notes,  his  praife;     Have  gather'd  ought  of  Evii,  or  conceaFd, 

Ye  that  in  waters  glide,  and  ye  that  walk  Difperfe  it,  as  now  light  difpels  the  dark. 
The  Earth,  and  ftately  tread,  or  lowly  creepj  So  prayM  they  innocent;  and  to  their  thoughts 


Et 
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Et  Pax  firmatas  componit  priftina  Mentes. 
Inde  novas  repetunt  folennia  penfa  diei 
Silvarum  inter  opes ;   florefque  &  rofcida  vifunt 
Germina,  quacunque  efFufis  Arbufcula  ramis 
Errarent  fpatiata  nimis,  peterentque  colentis 
Auxilium :   aut  Vitem  dare  fe  complexibus  Ulmo 
Suafere ;   Illa  ultro  coeuntes  nubilis  ulnas 
Adnectit,  fponfamquc  beant,  Dos  pulchra,  Racemi. 
Talibus  intentos  ftudiis  miferatur  ab  alto 
Caelicolum  Pater,  aligeriique  e  Fratribus  Unum 
Evocat,  egreflb  patria  qui  fede  Tobice 
Monftravitque  viam,  &  fauftum  flrmavit  amicus 
Conjugium,  modo  feptenis  fatale  maritis : 

Sic  deinde :   audifti,  Raphaal^  mala  quanta  tumultufque 
Excierit  terris  Satanas,  elapfus  opacis 
Gurgitibus,  Parque  humanum  vexaverit,  almas 
Conturbans  fedes ;    venturo  ut  deftinet  omni 
Excidium  generi  primorum  errore  Parentum. 

Firm  peace  recover'd  foon,  and  wonted  calm.  With  pity  Heav'n's  high  King,  and  to  Him  cali'd 

On  to  their  morning's  rural  work  they  hafte,  Raphael,  the  fociable  Spirit,  that  deign'd 

Among  fweet  dews  and  flw'rs ;   where  any  row  To  travel  with  Tobias,  and  fecur'd 

Of  Fruit  trees  over  woody  reach'd  too  far  His  marriage  vvith  the  fev'ntimes-wedded  Maid. 

Their  pamper'd  boughs,  and  needed  hands  to  check         Raphael,  faid  He,  thou  hear'ft  what  ftir  on  Earth 

Fruitlefs  embraces :  or  they  led  the  Vine  Satan,  from  Hell  fcap'd  thro'  the  darkfome  Gulf, 

To  wed  her  Elm  ;  fhe  fpous'd  about  him  tvvines  Hath  rais'd  in  Paradife ;  and  how  difturb'd 

Her  marriagcable  arms,  and  with  her  brings  This  night  the  human  Pair :  how  he  defigns 

Her  dow'r,  th'  adopted  Clufters,  to  adorn  In  Them  at  once  to  ruin  all  mankind. 

His  barren  leaves.     Them  thus  employ'd  behcld  Go  therefore,  half  this  day  as  friend  with  friend 

Vade 
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Vade  ergo,  Adami  lsetas  te  defer  in  oras ; 
Et  facili,  ut  veterem  accedens  vetus  hofpes  Amicum, 
Dignere  alloquio,  quacunque  fub  arboris  umbra 
Videris,  aut  falubri  renovantem  corpora  victu, 
Aut  fomno  mediae  fallentem  tela  diei. 
Illum  ibi  multa  docens  fermonibus  infere  blandis, 
Otia  quanta  agitat  felix,  quas  munera  coeli, 
Qua  data  lege,  tenet ;   quaenam  infita  corde  Voluntas 
Libera,  fed  quam  fit  fragilis,  quam  cerea  flecti, 
Commoneas,  fibi  ne  nimium  confidat  inepte. 
Quod  capiti,  expedias,  difcrimen,  &  unde  minetur; 
Quis  novus,  haudpridem  regnis  coeleftibus  ipfe 
Expulfus,  jam  cladem  aliis  meditatur  eandem 
Hoftis ;   at  hoftili  non  vi ;   tela  Illius,  Artes 
Mendacefque  Doli.     Hoc  mundi  fciat  ifte  recentis 
Incola,  ne  captum  infidiis  fe  flngat  iniquis 
Incautum,  monitifque  &  amica  luce  carentem. 
Talibus  aeterni  fonuit  Vox  alta  Parentis ; 

Converfe  with  Adam,  in  what  Bow'r  or  fliade  He  fwerve  not  too  fecure.     Tell  him  withali 

Thou  find'ft  him,  from  the  heat  of  Noon  retir'd,  His  danger,  and  from  whom  ;  what  enemy, 

To  refpite  his  day-labour  with  repaft,  Late  falTn  himfelf  from  Heav'n,  is  plotting  nov.- 

Or  with  repofe:   and  fuch  difcourfe  bring  on,  The  fall  of  others  from  like  ftate  of  blifs: 

As  may  advife  him  of  his  happy  ftate;  By  violence?  no :  for  that  fhall  be  withftood: 

Happinefs  in  his  pow'r  left  free  to  will,  But  by  deceit,  and  lies.     This  let  him  knovv, 

Left  to  his  own  free  Will ;    his  Will,    though  Left  wilfully  tranfgreffing  he  pretend 

free,  Surprifal,  unadmonifh'd,  unforewarn'd. 
Vet  mutable:  whence  warn  him  to  beware  So  fpake  th'  Eternal  Father,  and  fuHUTd 

Jufti- 
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Juftitkeque  datum  fatis.     Haud  mora,   Nuntius  ardens, 
Regis  ut  aetherei  mandata  acceperat,  inter 
Mille  refulgentes  caeli,  qua  conftitit,  Ignes 
Velatus  plumis  ftellantibus,  alite  penna 
Impiger  exiliit,  mediafque  fupervolat  Arces. 
Hinc  atque  inde  viam  flammanti  in  tramite  Fratrum 
Explicuere  Chori,  atque  ultro  ceflere  volanti. 
Quum  coeli  ad  portas  ventum,  patuere  volentes 
Cardinibus  fufpenfae  aureis,  ut  maximus  olim 
Conditor  omnipotens  praeftanti  efHnxerat  arte. 
Inde  (oculis  nubes  nulla  exrpatiantibus  obftat, 
Nulla  Aftri  lpecies  interflta)  profpicit  orbem 
Terraram,  reliquis  flmilem  fulgore  corufco 
Orbibus,  utcunque  exiguum;   cedrifque  comantes 
Stare  Dei  eve&os  terris  magis  omnibus  hortos. 
Quales,  incerta  artificis  per  concava  Vitri, 
Apparent  terraeque  oculis,  tra&ufque  recentes, 
Lunai  fuper  orbe ;    aut  qualem  Cycladas  inter 

AU  Juftice :  nor  delay'd  the  winged  Saint,  Divine  the  fov'reign  Architeft  had  fram'd. 

After  his  charge  receiv'd ;  but  from  among  From  hence,  no  Cloud,  or,  to  obftruft  his  fight, 

Thoufand  Celeftial  Ardors,  where  he  ftood  Star  interpos'd :  however  fmall,  he  fees, 

VeiTd  with  his  goigeous  wings,  upfpringing  light,  Not  unconform  to  other  fhining  Globes, 

Flew  thro*  the  midft  of  Heav'n  :  th' Angelic  Choirs,  Earth  and  theGard'nof  God,  withCedars  crown'd 

On  each  hand  parting,  to  his  fpeed  gave  way  Above  all  Hills.     As  when  by  night  the  Glafs 

Through  all  th'  Empyreal  road;  till  at  the  Gate  Of  Galiko,  lefs  aflur'd,  obferves 

Of  Heav'n  arriv'd,  the  Gate  felf  open'd  wide,  Imagin'd  Lands  and  Regions  in  the  Moon: 

On  golden  Hinges  tuining  j  as  by  work  Or  Pilot,  from  amidft  the  Cyc/edes, 

Nauta 
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Nauta  procul  nigram  profpectat  furgere  Delon. 
Aliger  huc  celerante  fuga  fe  praecipitem  dat 
Nuntius ;   ac  longo  metitus  inane  volatu 
Hinc  atque  hinc  vaftos  late  internavigat  orbes : 
Nunc  Aquilone  fuper  re&ae  libramine  pennae 
Radit  iter  liquidum ;   trepidantes  nunc  quatit  alas, 
Cedentemque  citis  eventilat  aera  flabris. 
Venerat  ut  tradtus,  Aquilae  qua  nubila  tranant 
Altivolae,  Illum  omnes  volucrum  ftupuere  Cohortes, 
Phoenicem  veniffe  ratae ;   percellit  hiantes 
Haud  fecus  ac  Phoenix  turmas,  Avis  unica,  laetum 
Cum  funus  parat,  &  Solis  radiantia  Thebis 
Templa  petit,  fan&as  adytis  pofitura  favillas. 
Tamque  fugam  cohibens  Paradiii  vertice  Eoo 
Sidit,  &  aetheream  formam  fuaque  ora  Seraphas 
Pennatus  recipit.     Cceleftia  membra  micantes 
Bis  ternae  umbrarant  Alae ;   circumdedit  amplos 
Par  humeros,  regali  amplexum  pecl:ora  velo. 

Deioi,  or  Samos,  firft  appearing  kens  When  to  infhrine  his  reliques  in  the  Sun's 

A  cloudy  fpot.     Down  thither  prone  in  flight  Bright  Temple,  to  JEgyptian  Tbebes  he  flies. 

He  fpeeds,  and  through  the  vaft  Ethereal  sky  At  once  on  th'  Eaftern  cliff"  of  Paradife 

Sails  between  worlds  and  woilds  :    with  fteady  He  lights,  and  to  his  proper  Ihape  returns, 

wJng  A  Seraph  wing'd.     Six  wings  he  wore,  to  fhade, 

Now  on  the  polar  winds ;  then,  with  quick  Fan  His  lineaments  Divine ;  the  pair  that  clad 

Winnows  the  buxom  Air :  till  within  foar  Each    fhoulder  broad,    came   mantling   o'er  his 
Of  Tow'ring  Eagles,  t'all  the  Fowls  he  feems  breaft 

A  Phcenix,  gaz'd  by  all,  as  that  fole  Biid,  With  regil  Ornament :  the  middle  pair 

Par 
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Par  mcdium,  zonac  ftellantis  morc,   latufque 
Et  lumbos  florcntc  auri  lanuginc  cinxit, 
Inco&um  coeli  radiis :   tum  calcibus  imis 
Adncdlunt  aliai  talaria  denfa  gemellae, 
Plumeaquc  obvolvunt  plantas  velamina  fuco 
Imbuta  aethereo.     Maiae  velut  aurea  proles, 
Sublimis  ftetit,  &c  concuflis  undique  plumis 
Ambrofios  latc  circum  diffudit  odores. 
Continuo  ingentem  Turmae  novere  Seraphan 
Excubiarum  omnes  Superum,  Formaeque  potenti 
AfTurgunt,  fummoque  ultro  venerantur  honore 
Ardua  portantem  magni  mandata  Parentis. 
Tum  caftra  evadens  longe  fulgentia  campos 
Ingreditur  lastos,  nemora  inter  myrrhina,  faltus 
Inter  fragrantes ;  Cafiae  qua  fuaviter  halant, 
Dulce  Meliphyllum,  Nardufque,  atque  omnis  odorum 
Copia  :    ibi  molli  exultans  Natura  juventa. 
Jam  tum  virgineos  variabat  prodiga  lufus, 

Girt  like  a  ftarry  zone  his  waift,  and  round  And  to  his  meffage  high,  in  honour  rife ; 

Skirted  his  loins  and  thighs  vvith  downy  gold,  For  on  fome  meffage  high  they  guefs'd  him  bound, 

And  colours  dipp'd  in  Heav'n :  the  third  his  feet  Their  glitt'ring  Tents  he  pafs'd,  and  now  is  comc 

Shadow'd  from  either  heel  with  feather'd  mail,  Into  the  blifsful  field,  through  Groves  of  Myrrh, 

Sky-tin&urM  grain.     Like  Maia\  fon  he  ftood,  And  flow'ring  Odours,  Caffia,  Nard,  and  Balm  ; 

And  fliook  his  Plumes,  that  heav'nly  fragrance  fiH'd  A  Wildernefs  of  fweets :  for  Nature  here 

The  circuit  wide.     Strait  knew  him  all  the  Bands  Wanton'd,  as  in  her  prime,  and  plaid  at  will 

Of  Angels  under  watch  j  and  to  his  ftate,  Her  Virgin  Fancies,  pouring  forth  more  fweer, 

E  e  Luxu- 
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Luxuriata  impune,  fine  ordine  pulchrior,  omne 
Exfuperans  artis  ftudium,  vanofque  labores. 
Illum  thuriferas  inter  procedere  filvas 
Forte  fedens  viridis  frondofo  limine  tec~li 
Profpicit  Adamus,  dum  Sol  intenderet  ignes 
Fortius,  atque  imam  terrae  penetraret  in  alvum. 
Interea  ledtos  de  more  operofa  parabat 
Intus  Sponfa  cibos,  poma  arrifura  palato 
Ingenuo,  &  dulces  commendatura  liquoris 
Nectarei  latices,  undanti  ex  flumine  la&is, 
Seu  baccee  vitefve  darent.     Quum  talibus  Evam 
Compellat  Pater:    Huc  age,  mi  cariflima,  ab  ortu 
Afpice  per  filvarum  umbras,  quam  pulchra  videri 
Forma  venit,  vultus  rofei,  velut  altera  luci 
Aurora  illabens  mediae :   fors  ardua  nobis 
De  coelo  mandata  ferens,  accumbere  noftris 
Ipfe  volens  hodie  menfis'  dignabitur  Hofpes. 
Quin  age,  profer  opes  varias,  frugefque  repoftas 

Wild  above  rule  or  art,  enormous  Blifs.  Of  neftarous  draughts  betwcen,  from  milky  ftream, 

Him  through  the  fpicy  Foreft  onward  come  Berry,  or  Grape :  to  vvhom  thus  Adarn  call'd  : 
Jdam  difcern'd,  as  in  the  door  he  fat  Hafte  hither,  Eve ;  and  worth  thy  fight  behold 

Of  his  cool  Bow'r ;  vvhile  now  the  mounted  Sun  Eaftward  among  thofe  Trees,  what  glorious  fhape 

Shot  down  direft  his  fervid  rays  to  vvarm        [needs.  Comes  this  vvay  moving ;  feems  another  Morn 

Earth's  inmoft  vvomb,   more  vvarmth  than  Adam  Ris'n  on  mid-noon:  fome  great  beheft  from  Heav'n 

And  Eve  within,  due  at  her  hour,  prepar'd  To  Us  perhaps  he  brings,  and  vvill  vouchfafe 

For  dinner  favoury  fruits,  of  tafte  to  pleafe  This  Day  to  be  our  Gueft.    But  go  vvith  fpeed, 

True  appetite,  and  not  difrelifh  thirft  And  vvhat  thy  ftores  contairi,  bring  forth;  and  pour 

Toto 
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Toto  fundc  finu  gcncrofius,  Hofpitc  dignas 
Cceligena :   dulce  eft  fua  dona  Auctoribus  ipfis 
Haud  parca  conferre  manu,  &  data  rcddcre  rurfus 
Largitcr.     Ipfa  etiam,  ccrnis,  Natura  lcvando 
Luxuriat  fnagis,  ac  fcetu  uberiore  redundat 
Ditior  :    Et  laetam  dubitamus  carpere  prolem  ? 

Tum  Conjux  :    Adame,  luti  delecla  facrati 
Pars  animante  Deo;    nobis  non  multa  neceffe  eft 
Cogere,  queis  varia  mites  ex  arbore  fructus 
Tempeftate  omni  pendent;   ea  fola  reponi 
Profuit,  exundant  nimiis  quae  prodiga  fuccis, 
Expectantque  habilem  fenio  duranda  faporem. 
Ibo  autem  celerante  gradu,  multumque  fluentes 
Omnigenae  fcetus  plantae,  atque  uberrima  poma 
Decerpam,  aethereus  placidis  quae  viderit  Hofpes 
Luminibus ;    magnumque  Deum,  velut  aethere  in  ipfo, 
Terrarum  fudifle  folo  fua  munera  nofcat. 

Tantum  effata,  alacri  ftudio  veftigia  fervens 

Abundance,  fit  to  honour  and  receive  All  feafons  ripe  for  ufe  hangs  on  the  ftalk ; 

Our  Heav'nly  Stranger :  well  we  may  afFord  Save  what  by  frugal  ftoring  firmnefs  gains 

Our  givers  their  own  gifts,  and  large  beftow  To  nourifh,  and  fuperfluous  moift  confumes. 

From  large  beftow'd ;  where  Nature  multiplies  But  I  will  hafte,  and  from  each  bough  and  brake, 

Her  fertil  growth,  and  by  disburd'ning  grows  Each  Plant   and  juicieft  Gourd,    will  pluck   fuch 

More  fruitful :  vvhich  inftrudls  us  not  to  fpare.  To  entertain  our  Angel  Gueft ;  as  He         [choice 

To  whom  thus  Eve :    Adam,  earth's  hal!ow'd  Beholding  fhall  confefs,  that  here  on  Earth 

mould  God  hath  difpens'd  his  Bounties,  as  in  Heav"n 
Of  God  infpir'd;  fmall  ftore  will  ferve,  where  ftore        So  faying,  with  difpatchful  looks  in  hafte 

E  e  2  Tor- 
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Torquet,  &  hofpitii  lastis  exercita  curis, 
Quas  fecum  meditatur  opes,  qua  pulchrius  arte 
Mifceat  haud  temere,  fpeciefque  adjungat  amicas ; 
Quoque  modo  pofitae  diverfos  rite  fapores 
Alternent,  blandafque  vices.     Ergo  impigra  greffus 
Accelerans  rapit,  atque  omnis  de  germine  plantas, 
Quamcunque  omniparens  gremio  fert  ubere  Tellus, 
(Sive  ubi  divifi  jactant  fe  fructibus  Indty 
Seu  Ponti  qua  terra  ferax,  feu  divitis  olim 
Alcinoi  filvae)  &  rugofo  cortice  amicta, 
Et  laevi  avellit,  molli  lanugine  fructus 
Indutos,  rigidofve  hirfuto  crine;   manuque 
Praelarga  cumulat  menfas :    Turgentibus  uvis 
Elicit  undantes,  muftum  haud  immite,  liquores; 
Foecundafque  premens  baccas  genus  omne,  nucefque, 
Temperat  ingenuos  hauftus ;   nec  cymbia  pura, 
Nec  deerant  paterae :   vario  tum  flore  recentem 
Sternit  humum,  vivofque  rofae  diffundit  odores. 


Shc  turns,  on  hofpitable  thoughts  intcnt : 
What  Choice  to  chufe  for  delicacy  beft ; 
What  Order  fo  contriv'd,  as  not  to  mix 
Taftes,  not  well  join'd,  inelegant;   but  bring 
Tafte  after  tafte,  upheld  with  kindlieft  change  : 
Beftirs  her  then,  and  from  each  tender  ftalk 
Whatcver  Earth  all-bearing  Mother  yields 
In  InJia  Eaft  or  Weft,  or  middle  (hore 
In  Pintui  or  the  Punic  coaft,  or  where 


Aitinous  reign'd ;  fruit  of  all  kinds,  in  coat 
Rough,  or  fmooth  rind,  or  bearded  husk,  or  ftiell, 
She  gathers,  Tribute  large  ;  and  on  the  board 
Heaps  with  unfparing  hand.    For  drink  the  Grape 
She  crufhes,  inoftenfive  muft,  and  meathes 
From  many  a  berry :  and,  from  fweet  kernels  prefs'd, 
She  tempers  dulcet  creams ;  nor  thefe  to  hold 
Wants  her  fit  vefiels  pure :  then,  ftrews  the  ground 
With  Rofe  and  Odours  from  the  fhrub  unfum'd. 


Huma- 
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Humanse  intcrea  ftirpis  vencrabilis  Auctor 
Hofpiti  ab  aithercis  dignanti  invifere  regnis 
Obvius  it,  folus,  Virtutumque  ipfe  fuarum 
Ornatus  comitatu ;   uno  ftetit  omnis  in  Ipfo 
Majeftas.     Regum  6  vani  concedite  Faftus, 
Quos  fequitur  fpumantum  ordo  praeftgnis  Equorum, 
Squalentefque  Equites  auro,  dum  compita  fulgor 
Pervolitat,  populique  aciem  praeftringit  hiantis. 
Ut  propius  ventum  eft,  venerans,  formidine  mifla, 
Adamus,  cceleftem  agnovit  poplite  flexo 
Naturam,  dignoque  adeuntem  excepit  honore. 
Tum  lic  alloquitur :    Cceli  celflflima  Proles, 
(Nam  talem  haud  poterant  aliae  demittere  Sedes) 
Quum  fuperis  paulum  ordinibus  foliifque  carere 
Digneris,  noftraeque  hofpes  fuccedere  terrae ; 
Nobifcum  6  faltem  binis,  quibus  otia  folis 
Haec  Deus,  haec  fpatia  ampla  hortorum  indulflt  habenda, 
En  ibi  frondenti  facilis  requiefce  fub  umbra ; 

Mean  while  our  Primitive  great  Sire,  to  meet  Yet  with  fubmiis  approach,  and  reverence  meek, 

His  god  likeGueft,  walks  forth;   without  more  train  As  to  a  fuperior  Nature,  bowing  low, 

AccompanyM  than  with  his  own  compleat  Thus  faid  :   Native  of  Heaven,  for  other  place 

Perte£lions.     In  himfelf  was  all  his  ftate  ;  None  can  than  Heav'n  fuch  glorious  fhape  contain: 

More  folemn,  than  the  tedious  pomp  that  wraits  Since  by  defcending  from  the  Thrones  above, 

On  Princes,  when  their  rich  retinue  long  Thofe  happy  places  thou  haft  deign'd  awhile 

Of  Horfes  led,  and  Grooms  befmear'd  with  gold,  To  want,  and  honour  thefe  :  vouchfafe  with  us 

Dazzlcs  the  croud,  and  fets  them  all  agape.  Two  only,  who  yet  by  fov'reign  gift  pofTefs 

Nearer  his  prefence,  Adam  though  not  aw'd,  This  fpacious  ground,  in  yonder  fhady  Bow'r 

• 

Et 
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Et  quaecunque  horti  tulerint  pulcherrima  poma, 
Carpe  lubens ;   requiefce,  rota  dum  deciderit  Sol 
Praecipiti,  pronos  fparfurus  mitior  ignes. 

Cui  fic  blanda  refert  coeli  mitiiTima  Virtus : 
Hoc  ultro  ftatuebam  animo :    Quin  haec  tibi  dos  eft 
Ingenii,  hasc  dulcis  data  Sors,  quae  faepius  ipfos 
JEtheris  Indigenas  foliis  deducat  amceno 
Vifendi  ftudio.     Duc  interioris  ad  umbrae 
Hofpitia ;   hic  tecum,  ferus  dum  lumina  Vefper 
Sufpendat  ccelo,  licet  &  juvat  ufque  morari. 
Tum  virides  venere  domos,  felicibus  umbris 
Pomoncp.  fimiles,  halantes  floribus.     Intus 
Eva  fuo  folum  fimplex  decorata  nitore, 
(Quam  non  Naiades  infignes,  non  Ipfa,  Dearum 
Idceis  memorata  jugis  Pulcherrima,  dulci 
Viciffet  forma)  magno  ftudiofa  placendi 
Convivae  nuda  adftabat,  non  indiga  veli 
Ullius,  ingenuo  mentis  conflfa  pudori. 

To  reft;  and  what  the  Garden  choiceft  bears  I  have  at  will.     So  to  the  Sylvan  Lodge 

To  lit  and  tafte,  till  this  meridian  heat  They  came,  that  like  Pomona\  Arbor  frmTd, 

Be  over,  and  ihe  Sun  more  cool  decline.  With  flow'rets  deck'd,   and  fragrant  fmells  :    but 

Whom  thus  th'  Angelic  Virtue  anfwer'd  mild :  Eve 

Adam,  I  therefore  came ;  nor  art  thou  fuch  Undeck'd,  fave  with  her  felf,  more  lovely  fair 

Created,  or  fuch  place  haft  here  to  dwell,  Than  Wood-Nymph,  or  the  faireft  Goddefs  feign'd 

As  may  not  oft  invite,  though  Spirits  of  Heav'n,  Of  Three,  that  in  Mount  Ida  naked  ftrove, 

To  vifn  thee.     Lead  on  then  vvhere  thy  Bow'r  Stood  to  entertain  her  Gueft  from  Heav'n :  no  veil 

Ccrfliades;  for  thefe  mid-hours,  till  Ev'ningrife,  She  needed,  Virtue-proof;  no  thought  infirm 

om 
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Olli  nulla  gcnas  novit  mutarc  modeflas 
Umbra  Mali :    laetum  arrifit  blandiflimus  Hofpes 
Divinum  largitus  Ave ;   quod  dcinde  recepit 
Tempore  poft  longo  felicior  Eva,  Maria. 

Gentis  Mater  Ave  humana: !    Cui  fertilis  alvus 
Prole  tumens  terrarum  orbem  uberiore  replebit, 
Quam  menfis  diffufa  vides  cceleftia  poma. 
Cefpite  ibi  menfae  mollique  fedilia  mufco 
Surgebant.     Patula  confluxerat  undique  quadra 
Autumni  decus  omne :    Et  Ver  comes  additur  una 
Autumno.     Altemo  paulum  fermone  morantur, 
(Ventris  enim  minus  urget  amor)  quum  fanguinis  Audtor 
Humani :   Superis  demifle  6  fedibus  Hofpes, 
Has  dignere  attingere  opes,  queis  maximus  Altor 
(Unde  fluunt  nobis  Bona  tot  laetiflima  rivis 
Uberibus)  noftros  terram  ditavit  in  ufus. 
Fors  tibi  nil  fapiunt,  ccelefti  indigna  palato 
Munera  :    Sed  Pater  Omnipotens  dedit  omnibus  idem. 

Aher'd  her  cheek.     On  whom  the  Angel  Hail  Danc'd  hand  in  hand.      A  while    difcourfe   they 

Beftow'd,  the  holy  falutation  us'd  hold ; 

Long  after  to  bleft  Mary,  fecond  Eve.  ( No  fear  left  Dinner  cool )   ivhen  thus  began 

Hail,  Mother  of  Mankind  !  whofe  fruitful  Womb  Our  Author:   Heav'nly  Stranger,  pleafe  to  tafte 

Shall  fi!l  the  World  more  numerous  with  thy  Sons,  Thefe  bounties,  which  our  Nourifher,  from  Whoaj 

Than  with  thefe  vaiious  fruits  the  Trees  of  God  AU  perfeft  good  unmeafur'd  out  defcends, 

Have  heap'd  this  Table.     Rais*d  of  graffy  turf  To  Us  for  food,  and  for  delight,  hath  caus'd 

Their  Table  was,  and  moffy  feats  had  round  :  The  Earth  to  yield :  unfavoury  food  perhaps 

And  on  her  ample  Square,  from  fide  to  fide,  To  fpiritual  Natures  :  only  this  I  know, 

All  Autumn  piFd ;  tho'  Spring  and  Autumn  here  That  one  Celeftial  Father  gives  to  all. 

Cui 
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Cui  fic  Coeligena :    Ergo  Homini  quae  tradidit  Ille 
Semper  honorandus,  divinae  mentis  honores 
Jadtanti,  excelfis  eadem  placuhTe  palatis 
Caelicolum  poffunt :    Etenim  Vigor  igneus,  ac  Vis 
Sublimis  Superum  vidlus  alimentaque  pofcunt, 
Haud  fecus  atque  Hominis,  Ratio  cui  maxima  Dos  eft. 
At  vero  Naturae  infunt  utrique  minora 
Munera  ;    queis  audire  &  cernere,  ducere  odores 
Et  guftare  datur :   quin  concoquit  utraque  victus, 
Digerit,  aflimilatque,  &  partes  corporis  ipfas 
Vertit  in  aethereos  aurai  fimplices  ignes. 
Altrices  fibi  pofcit  opes,  Quodcunque  creatum  eft : 
Seminibus  rerum  e  primis  rariflima  qua?que 
Denfius  enutrit.     Sic  Tellus  aquoris  undas ; 
Aera  fic  Maria  ac  Tellus ;   deinde  Aeris  aurae 
Ardentes  fublime  fovent  fuper  aethere  flammas, 
Et  Lunam  ante  alias ;   vultu  tumet  inde  rotundo 
Nigrantum  moles  nondum  concreta  Vaporum. 

To  whom  the  Angel :   Therefore  what  He  gives  Tafting  concoft,  digeft,  aflimilate, 

(Whofe  praife  be  ever  fung)  to  Man  in  part  And  corporeal  to  incorporeal  turn. 

Spiritual,  may  of  pureft  Spirits  be  found  For  know,  whatevcr  was  created,  needs 

No  mgrateful  food  :  and  food  alike  thofe  pure  To  be  fuftain'd,  and  fed :  of  Elements 

Iatelligential  fubftances  require,  The  grofler  feeds  the  purer;   Earth  the  Sea; 

As  doth  your  Rational :  and  both  contain  Earth  and  the  Sea  feed  Air ;  the  Air,  thofe  Fire« 

Within  them  ev'ry  lower  faculty  Ethereal ;  and,  as  loweft,  firft  the  Moon ; 

Of  Senfe,   whereby  they  h»ar,  fee,  fmell,  touch,  Whence  in  her  vifage  round  thofe  fpots,  unpurgM 

lafte  :  Vapours,  not  yet  into  her  fubftance  turn'd. 

Nec 
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Nec  nullum  Luna  humorem  penetralibus  udis 

Exhalat,  rccreans  pofitos  fublimius  orbes. 

Ipfe  etiam,  lucem  cunclis  qui  fufEcit,  ingens 

Sol,  haud  immeritam  mercedem,  alimentaque  laeta 

Contrahit,  ex  omni  fuffufos  parte  vapores, 

Oceanique  cadens  bibit  sequora.      Frudtibus  iEther 

Ambrofiis,  vita;  quos  plurima  parturit  Arbos, 

Affluit ;   exundant  dulces  e  vitibus  hauftus ; 

Germina  mane  novo  rores  foecunda  miniftrant 

Mellifluos,  rutilifque  efFulgens  undique  gemmis 

Conferitur  coelefte  Solum :   Tamen  hic  quoque  blandus, 

Hic  variata  novis  ita  dona  infigniit  Auctor 

Deliciis,  Terra  ut  certaverit  semula  coeli. 

Ergo  age,  participabo  lubentius.     Haud  mora,  menfis 

Difcumbunt,  libantque  dapes ;   nec  imagine  vana, 

(Qualia  finxerunt  Veteres  incerta  docentes) 

Sed  vera  ftimulante  fame,  veroque  calore, 

Cceleftis  comeditque  Hofpes,  penitufque  comefa 

Nor  doth  the  Moon  no  nourifliment  exhale  Cover'd  vvith  pearly  grain  :  yet  God  hath  here 

From  her  moift  Continent  to  higher  Orbs.  Varied  his  bounty  fo  with  new  delights, 

The  Sun,  that  light  imparts  to  all,  receives  As  may  compare  witli  Heaven ;  and  to  tafte 

From  all  his  alimental  recompence,  Think  not  I  fhall  be  nice.     So  down  they  fat, 

In  humid  Exhalations ;  and  at  Ev'n  And  to  their  viands  fell :  nor  feemingly 

Sups  with  the  Ocean.  Though  in  Heav'n  the  Trees  The  Angel,  nor  in  mift  (the  common  glofs  • 

Of  Life  ambrofial  fruitage  bear,  and  Vines  Of  Theologians)  but  with  keen  difpatch 

YieldNeftar;  thoughfromofftheboughseachMom  Ofreai  hunger,  and  concoftive  heat 

We  bruJh  mellifluous  devvs,  and  find  the  ground  To  tranfubftantiate :  what  redounds,  tranfpires 

F  f  Con- 
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Concoquit.     Ex  Animis  fe  emittit  inutilis  Humor 
Haud  aegre  exfudans,  &  pura  relinquitur  Aura 
iEtherea :   ut  clarum  plebeii  e  faece  metalli 
Artifices  aurum  flamma  coxiffe  feruntur, 
Ceu  rutila  ex  ipfis  peteretur  vena  fodinis. 
Adftans  interea  menfis  nuda  Eva  Miniftrae 
Exequitur  munus,  paterafque  undante  coronat 
Ne&are.     Proh  regnis  Paradifi  digna  beatis 
Simplicitas !    Si  coeli  unquam  ignofcenda  juventae 
Flamma  ferox,  jam  tum  certe  ignofcenda  fuiffet. 
Sed  purum  irradians  animis  coeleftibus  arfit 
Caftus  Amor ;   necdum  humanas  ingreffa  medullas 
Sufpicio,  quali  incertus  fe  torquet  Amator. 

Poftquam  aptis  natura  cibis,  hauftuque  refe&a 
Haud  nimio ;   fiibita  Adamo  fententia  furgit, 
Dum  magni  lastum  alloquii  fortitur  honorem, 
Tempore  jam  dextro  fublimia  quaerere  rerum 
Hunc  fupra  terrarum  orbem  ;   vitafque  doceri 

Through  Spirits  with  eafe.   Nor  wonder ;  if  by  fire     Enamor'd  at  that  fight :  but  in  thofe  hearts 

Of  footy  coal  rJT  Empiric  Alchymift  Love  unlibidinous  reign'd,  nor  Jealoufy 

Can  turn,  or  holds  it  poffible  to  turn,  Was  underftood,  the  injur'd  Lover's  HeU. 
Metals  of  droffieft  Ore  to  perfeft  Gold,  Thus  when  with  meats   and  drinks  they  had 

As  from  the  Mine.     Mean  while  at  table  Ev e  Nor  burden'd  Nature ;  fudden  mind  arofe  [fufhVd, 

Minifter'd  naked,  and  their  flowing  cups  In  Adam,  not  to  let  th'  occafion  pafs 

With  pleafant  liquors  crown'd.     O  innocence  Giv'n  him  by  this  great  conference,  to  know 

Deferving  Paradife  !    If  ever,  Then,  Of  things  above  this  World,  and  of  their  Being 

Then  had  the  Sons  of  God  excufe  t'have  been  Who  dwell  in  Heav'n  :  whof^  excellence  he  faw 

Caeli- 
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Gelicolum,  quorum  eximiis  fulgoribus  ora 
Pramituifle  fuis  fentit,  vircfquc  potentes 
Luminaquc  humanis  tanto  majora  tuetur : 
Dein  rutilum  caeli  aftatur  fic  cautus  Alumnum: 

O  Cui  Tecta  D  e  i  communia  !     Gratia  mentis 
Quanta  tua?  patet,  egregio  qui  blandus  honore 
Nos  decoras,  hominum  angufhe  fuccedere  fedi 
Dignatus  facilis,  terrenaque  carpere  poma, 
Sublimi  Superum  nequaquam  digna  palato 
Munera  ;   fed  lasta  iic  fronte  recepta,  volenti 
Sic  animo,  tanquam  afliietis  coeleftia  menfis 
Carpfifles :   At  quam  longo  difcrimine  diftant ! 

Quem  cceli  fandta  excepit  pennata  Poteftas : 
Scilicet  Omnipotens  vivit  Pater  unicus,  a.  quo 
Cuncta  fluunt,  ad  quem  rurfum  revoluta  refurgunt, 

In  pejus  ni  lapfa.    Unius  origine  prima 

Materias  veniunt  perfe&a  in  fe  Omnia,  formam 
Diverfam  induta,  &  varias  ja&antia  dotes 


Tranfcend  his  own  fo  far ;  whofe  radiant  forms, 
Divine  effulgence,  whofe  high  Pow'r,  fo  far 
Exceeded  human  :  and  his  wary  fpeech 
Thus  to  th'  Empyreal  Minifter  he  fram'd : 

Inhabitant  with  God  ;  now  know  I  well 
Thy  favour,  in  this  honour  done  to  Man ; 
Under  whofe  lowly  roof  thou  haft  vouchfaf 'd 
To  enter,  and  thefe  earthly  fruits  to  tafte: 
Food  not  of  Angels ;  yet  accepted  fo, 


As  that  more  willingly  thou  couId'ft  not  feem 
At  HeavVs  high  feafts  t'  have  fed  :  yet  what  com- 
pare  ? 
To  whom  the  winged  Hierarch  reply*d  r 
O  Adam,  One  Almighty  is,  from  whom 
AU  things  proceed,  and  up  to  Him  retum, 
If  not  deprav*d  from  good ;  created  all 
Such  to  perfeftion,  one  firft  Matter  all, 
Indu'd  with  variou»  Forms,  various  degrees 


Ff  2 
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Vitai,  queis  Vita  datur.     Sed  quasque  Parentem 
Ut  propius  fummum  accedunt,  ita  purior  auras 
Vis  alit  aetherese ;   certo  quasque  ordine  furfum 
Afpirant,  gradibufque  fuis,  dum  Corpus  ad  ipfam 
Ufque  Animam  evehitur.     Talis  radice  virefcens 
Exoritur  levior  caulis :    leviora  fequuntur 
Hinc  folia ;   aerios  flos  tandem  excelfus  odores 
Purior  effundit :   flores,  fcecundaque  florum 
Progenies  (alimenta  Hominis)  mitiflima  poma, 
Paulatim  evecta  in  melius,  magis  &  magis  aura 
Simplice,  dant  vitam  &  vivacis  acumina  mentis, 
Dant  Sapere ;   hinc  Anima  excelfa  Ratione  beatur ; 
Quin  Animae  Efle  ipfum  eft  Ratio,  longave  catena 
Difcurfus  Verum  indagans,  celerive  potenter 
Intuitu  penetrans :    folet  Hic  nos  faepius,  Hic  vos 
Exercere;   gradu  diverfi,  fed  genere  iidem. 
Idcirco  mirere  minus,  fl  quas  bona  vobis 
Inftituit  Pater  omnipotens,  non  ipfe  recufem ; 

Of  Subftance,  and  in  things  that  live,  of  Life:  Man's  nourifhment,  by  gradual  fcale  fublim'd 

But  more  rehVd,  more  fpirituous,  and  pure,  To  vital  Spirits  afpire,  to  animal, 

As  nearer  to  Him  plac'd,  or  nearer  tending,  To  intelleftual ;  give  both  life,  and  fenfe, 

Each  in  feveral  aftive  Spheres  affign'd :  Fancy,  and  underftanding :  whence  the  Soul 

Till  Body  up  to  Spirit  work,  in  bounds  Reafon  receives ;  and  Reafon  is  her  Being, 

Proportion'd  to  each  kind.     So  from  the  root  Difcourfive,  or  Intuitive :  difcourfe 

Springs  lighter  the  green  ftalk;  from  thence,  the  Is  ofteft  yours,  the  latter  moft  is  ours; 

leaves  Diffring  but  in  degree,  of  kind  the  fame. 

More  airy ;  laft,  the  bright  confummate  flow'r  Wonder  not  then,  what  God  for  you  faw  good 

Spirits  odorous  breathes:  flow'rs,  and  their  fruit,  If  I  refufe  notj  but  convert,  as  you, 


Si 
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Si  frugcs,  ceu  Vos,  in  nutrimcnta  refolvam. 
Forfitan  &  veniet  luftris  labentibus  -/Etas, 
Cum  laeta  intercrit  cceleftibus  addita  menfis 
Gens  hominum,  noftrofque  cibos,  alimenta  capeflet 
Commoda  :    Veftra  etiam  terreno  corpora  victu 
Se  fenfim  in  melius  referent  volventibus  annis, 
Cceleftifque  hauftus  animaj  fortita,  vigebunt 
Noftri  more  chori,  &  paflim  fulgentibus  alis 
Has  circum  errabunt  fedes,  aut  aetheris  alti 
Arva  colent  fpatiofa,  ut  fert  fua  cuique  voluntas : 
Si  modo  rite  Dei  obfequio  mandata  fideli 
Servatis  memores,  ftabilemque  Parentis  amorem 
Ardenti  colitis  ftudio.     Qiiin  carpite  lastis 
Nunc  manibus  totum  hoc  vitae  quodcunque  beatae 
Porrigitur,  quantum  potis  haec  comprendere  Sedes. 

Cui  gentis  Pater  humanae :    blandiflime  cceli 
Indigena,  6  noftris  facilis  penetralibus  Hofpes, 
Quam  bene  palantes  ducis  per  devia  fenfus, 

To  proper  fubftance.   Time  may  come,  when  Men     If  ye  be  found  obedient,  and  retain 

With  Angels  may  participate,  and  find  Unalterably  firm  His  love  entire, 

No  inconvenient  Diet,  nor  too  light  Fare  :  Whofe  progeny  you  are.     Mean  while  enjoy 

And  from  thefe  corporal  nutriments  perhaps  Your  fill  what  happinefs  this  happy  ftate  " 

Vour  Bodies  may  at  laft  turn  all  to  Spirit,  Can  comprehend,  incapable  of  more. 

ImprovM  by  tradl  of  time ;  and  wing'd  afcend  To  whom  the  Patriarch  of  Mankind  reply'd  : 

Ethereal,  as  we ;  or  may  at  choice,  O  favourable  Spirit,  propitious  Gueft, 

Here,  or  in  Heav'n!y  Paradifes,  dwell :  Weli  haft  thoa  taught  the  way  that  might  direcft 

Natu- 
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Naturaeque  ingentem  oculis  fic  objicis  orbem, 
Ut  radios  longo  diffufos  ordine  certa 
Mens  acie  obfervet,  rebufque  edocta  creatis 
Ipfum  rite  Deum  gradibus  petat  altior  aequis. 
Quo  vero  hi  fpedtant  Monitus,  Mandata  Supremi 

Si  colitis  memores?    Nofne  adverfabimur  Illi? 

Illius  unquamne  exciderit  de  pectore  noftro 
Dulcis  Amor,  luteo  qui  primum  e  pulvere  finxit, 
Qui  dedit  has  fedes,  dotefque  indulfit  amcenas, 
Quantum  extrema  Hominum  pofcat  fitiatque  libido  ? 

Cui  placidus  contra  fic  Nuntius :    6  fata  coelo 
Progenies  terrifque,  haec  jam  mea  percipe  dicla. 
Dona  dedit  tibi  tanta  Deus;    Tu  propria  faxis : 
TufTa  pius  ferves ;    hoc  ftas  fundamine  folo. 
Hi  funt  quos  dederam  Monitus ;    hos  pe&oris  imo 
Fige  memor.     Labe  immunem  Te  condidit  Auctor, 
Non  fledi  indocilem ;   perfe&um  &  ftare  potentem 
Condidit :   at  quicquid  praeftes,  tibi  velle  reliquit ; 

Our  knowledge,  and  the  fcale  of  Nature  fet  Human  defires  can  feek,  or  apprehend  ? 
From  centre  to  circumference  ;  whereon,  To  whom  the  Angel :  Son  of  Heav'n  and  Earthj 

In  contemplation  of  created  things,  Attend  :  That  thou  art  Happy,  owe  to  God: 

By  fteps  we  may  afcend  to  God.     But  fay,  Thst  thou  continu'ft  fuch,  owe  to  Ihy  felf, 

What  meant  that  caution  join'd,  Ifye  be  found  That  is,  to  thy  obedience ;  therein  ftand. 

Obedient  ?     Can  we  want  obedience  then  This  was  that  caution  giv'n  thec ;  be  advis'd. 

To  Him;  or  poffibly  His  love  defert  God  made  thee  Perfeft,  aot  Immutable; 
Who  form'd  us  from  the  duft,  and  plac'd  us  here,     And  Good  He  made  thee ;  but  to  Perfevere 

Full  to  the  utmoft  meafure  of  what  blifs  He  left  it  in  thy  pow'r ;  ordain'd  thy  will 

Arbi- 
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Arbitrii  ftat  Libertas  intacta,  nec  ullis 

Tc  vinclis  involvit  inextricabile  Fatum. 

Sponte  fluens  placet  Obfequium ;    ni  fponte  fequatur, 

Nil  valet,  ingratum  prorfus  :    qua  vincla  coerccnt, 

Ecquod  ibi  ofHcii  munus,  ftudiumve  placendi? 

Quin  Mihi,  Caelicoliimque  omni  fuper  aftra  cohorti, 

Queis  fulgent  vicina  Di;o  Solia  alta,  beatae 

Pendet  conditio  vitae,  ceu  veftra,  fideli 

Obfequio :   facili  paremus  mente,  quod  ultro 

Diligimus,  pronos  ultro  praeftamiss  amores. 

Hoc  ftatur  ;   fiquis  ceflet  praeftare,  cadendum  eft : 

Pars  noftrum  haud  pridem  cecidere,  e  tramite  vero 

Collapfi,  a.  fummo  vel  ad  infima  Tartara  ccelo: 

Quam  laeta.  6  quantos  mutarunt  arce  dolores ! 

Cui  noftrum  antiquus  Genitor  :   Sanctiffime  coeli 
Interpres,  laeta,  tua  dicta  lubentius  aure 
Accipio,  quam  tranquilla  quae  nocte  Cherubes 

By  nature  Free,  not  over  rul'd  by  Fate  Hold,  as  Ye  yours,  while  our  obedience  holds ; 

Inextricable,  or  ftrict  neceffity.  On  other  furety  none.     Frcely  we  ferve, 

Our  voluntary  fervice  He  requires,  Becaufe  we  freely  love,  as  in  our  will 

Not  our  neceffitated ;  fuch  with  Him  To  love,  or  not ;  in  this  we  ftand,  or  fall. 

Finds  no  acceptance,  nor  can  find  :  for  how  And  fome  are  fall'n,  to  difobedience  falTn; 
Can  hearts,  not  free,  be  try'd  whether  they  ferve       And  fo  from  Heav'n  to  deepeft  Hell :  O  fall 

Willing  or  no,  who  will  but  what  they  muft  From  what  high  ftate  of  blifs,  into  what  woe  ? 
By  Deftiny,  and  can  no  other  chufe?  To  whom  our  great  Progenitor:  Thy  words 

My  (elf,  and  all  th'  Angelic  Hoft,  that  ftand  Attentive,  and  with  more  delighted  ear, 

In  fight  of  God  cnthron'd,  our  happy  ftate  Divine  Inftruftor,  I  have  heard,  than  when 


Inter 
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Inter  vicinos  modulantur  carmina  montes. 
At  neque  nefcibam,   Me  Libertate  potenti 
Moliri  quodcunque  velim.     Sed  pofTe  relabi 
Illius  immenfos  noftro  de  pedlore  Amores, 
Aut  Nos  sequa  boni  contemnere  juffa  Parentis 
Unica,  nec  timuit  quondam,  nec  jam  timet  alta 
Mens  ftabilita  fide.     Quanquam  6  coeleftibus  oris 
Quae  memoras  exhaufta,  animum  formidine  paulum 
Pertentant  dubia.     At  majore  cupidine  fervens, 
Ni  refugis,  facinus  fcitari  ab  origine  prima 
Arderem,  certe  auditu  mirabile,  dignumque 
Expectent  quod  facra  Silentia.     Jamque  diei 
Exfuperat  nobis  bona  pars ;  jam  vix  medium  Sol 
Vicit  iter,  reliquum  coeli  vix  attigit  orbem. 

Hasc  cauto  Ada?nus  quaerit  fermone :    moratus 
Paulifper  Raphaal,  blando  fic  rettulit  ore : 

Ardua,  magne  Hominum  Pater,  atque  infanda  requiris : 
Qui  tibi  bellantum  in  ccelo  celfiiTima  Gefta, 

Cherubic  Songs  by  night  from  neighb'ring  Hills  The  full  relatioH,  which  muft  needs  be  ftrcnge, 

Aereal  Mufic  fend.     Nor  knew  I  not  Worthy  of  facred  ftlence  to  be  heard. 

To  be  both  Will  and  Deed  created  free  :  And  we  have  yet  large  day  ;  for  fcarce  the  Sun 

Yet  that  we  never  fhall  forget  to  love  Hath  finilh'd  half  his  journey,  and  fcarce  begins 

Our  Maker,  and  obey  Him,  whofe  command  His  other  half  in  the  great  Zone  of  Heav'n. 

Single  is  yet  fo  juft,  my  conftant  thoughts  Thns  Adam  made  requeft ;  and  Rapbael, 

Aflur'd  me.and  ftill  affure.  Though  what  thou  tell'ft  After  fhort  paufe  aflenting,  thus  began  : 

Hath  paft  in  Heav'n,  fome  doubt  within  me  move;         High  matter  thou  injoin'ft  me,  O  prime  of  men, 

But  more  defue  to  hear,  if  thou  confent,  Sad  task  and  hard :  for  how  fhall  I  relate, 

Senfi- 
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Tam  longc  humanos  pandam  fupcrantia  fcnfus? 
Quam  dolet  horrendam  cladem  memorare  potentum 
Tot  quondam  Hcroum,  tanto  fupcr  aftra  dccorc 
Scfc  oftcntantum,  dum  pcrftitit  integra  virtus  ? 
Qui  tandem  mundi  alterius  Secreta  revelcm, 
Et  qua?  fors  aperire  nefas  ?     Sed  &  ifta  falutis 
Veftraj  ergo  narrare  datur.     Quin  ardua  fcnfus 
Qua;  fupcrant  veftros,  ego  vocis  imagine  viva, 
Corporeis  rite  aillmilans  coeleftia,  clare 
Depingam,  humanae  ut  praeftent  (ek  obvia  menti : 
Quid  vero  fi  Terra  magis,  quam  credita  vobis, 
Umbra  fiet  coeli,  teneatque  fimillima  noftris? 

Antiquis  nondum  hic  tenebris  emerferat  Orbis, 
Regnabatque  Chaosy  cceli  qua  Machina  vafta 
Volvitur,  ac  Tellus  in  fe  librata  recumbit : 
Vidit  certa  Dies  (ipfo  nam  Tempus  in  aevi 
iEterni  gremio  rerum  intervalla  vicefque 
Metitur  perlapfa  hora,  labente,  futura) 

To  human  fenle  th'  invifible  exploits  As  may  exprefs  them  belt.  Though,  what  if  Earih 

Of  warring  Spirits  ?    How  without  remorfe,  Be  but  the  fhadow  of  Heav'n ;  and  things  therein 

The  ruin  of  fo  many,  glorious  once,  Each  t'other  like,  more  than  on  earth  is  thought  ? 
And  perfeft,  while  they  ftood?     How  laft  unfold  As  yet  this  World  was  not,  and  CWf-wild 

The  fecrets  of  another  world,  perhaps  Reign'd  where  thefe  Heav'ns  now  roll,   wherc 
Not  lawful  to  reveal?    Yet  for  thy  good,  Earth  now  refts 

This  is  difpens'd :  and  what  furmounts  the  reach  Upon  her  Centre  pois'd ;  when  on  a  day 

Of  human  fenfe,  I  fhall  delineate  io,  ( For  time,  though  in  eternity,  app]y'd 

Fy  lik'ning  fpiritu*l  to  corporeal  forms,  To  motion,  meafures  all  things  durable 

G  g  Certa 
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Certa  Dies,  qualem  cceli  fert  maximus  Annus, 
Agmina  ccelicolum  vidit  flammantia,  juflii 
SupremOj  ad  folium  venerandi  accita  Tonantis : 
Protinus  ex  regione  omni  affluxere,  Hierarchis 
Subdita  quaeque  fuis,  variis  diftincla  viciflim 
Ordinibus,  gradibus  variis  infignis  honoris 
Splendida.     Multa  fimul  fignorum  Millia  primas 
Extremafque  acies  decorant ;   fuper  aethera  late 
Undant  egregiarum  Infignia  fulgida  laudum, 
Perque  finus  depicta,  argento  auroque  fuperbos, 
Flagrantis  Fidei  &  monumenta  feruntur  Amoris. 
Ut  vero  immenfos  vaftae  fine  limite  Turmas 
Circuitus  dederant,  Orbemque  incluferat  Orbis; 
Tum  Pater  Omnipotens,  juxta  quem  Natus  opimas 
Inter  delicias  folio  radiante  refedit, 
Flammivomo  medius  de  Monte,  cacumina  fumma 
Cui  fulgor  velo  abdiderat,  fic  ore  locutus : 

Audite  6  Superum  celfa  Agmina,  lucis  Alumni, 

By  prefent,  paft,  and  future)  on  fuch  day  Of  Hierarchies,  ofOrdcrs,  andDegree»: 

As  HeavVs  great  Year  brings  forth,  th'  Empyreal  Or  in  their  glitteiing  TiiTues  bear  imblaz'd 

Hoft  Holy  Memorials,  afts  of  Zeal,  and  Love, 

Of  Angels,  by  Imperial  fummons  caird,  Recorded  eminent.     Thus  when  in  Orbs 

Innumerable  before  th' Almighty  Throne  Of  circuit  inexpreffible  they  ftood, 

Forthwith,  from  all  the  ends  of  Heav'n,  appear'd  Orb  within  Orb,  the  Faiher  Infinite, 

Under  their  Hierarchs  in  orders  bright:  By  whom  in  blifs  imbofom'd  fat  the  Son, 

Ten  thoufand  thoufand  Enfigns  high  advanc'd,  Amidft  (as  from  a  flaming  Mount,  whofe  top 

Standards,  and  Gonfalons,  'twixt  Van  and  Rear  Brightnefs  had  made  invifible)  thus  fpake : 
Stream  io  the  Air,  and  for  diftinftion  ferve  Hear  all  ye  Angels,  Progeny  cf  Light, 

Sceptra, 
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Sceptra,  Poteftates  fummac,  Dccora  aurca  cocli, 

Decretum  audite  hoc  noftraj  immutabile  vocis. 

En  hodie  Natum,  tanto  qui  nomine  folus 

Ornatur,  gcnui ;    fanctique  hoc  vcrtice  montis 

Unxi  Egomet ;    noftram  Hunc  dextram  conhderc  proplcr 

Cernitis ;    Hic  vobis  iit  Rex  ;    Hunc  poplite  flexo, 

Juravi  per  noftra  Ego  Numina,  cuncla  patentis 

Agnofcet  coeli  Domus,  accipietque  Magiftrum. 

Hic  noftri  fuper  aftra  vicem  geret;    Hujus  amicum 

Imperium  venerati  omnes,  Anima  una,  coite, 

Et  longum  trahite  aufpiciis  felicibus  asvum. 

Qui  gerere  Huic  morem,  Mihi  denegat ;   ardua  fan&i 

Vincula  concentus  folvit :   deinde  exul  amoena 

Luce  Dei  pulfus  longe,  intuituque  beato, 

iEternas  fefe  in  tenebras  barathrumque  recondet 

Horrificum,  fine  flne  datas,  fine  limite  fedes. 

Finierat  vocem  Omnipotens ;   vultuque  fereno 
Arrifere  omnes ;   omnes  eadem  ore  fatentur 

Thrones,JDominations,Princedoms,Virtues,  Pow'rs,  United,  as  one  individual  Soul, 

Hear  My  Decree,  which  unrevok'd  ihall  ftand.  For  ever  happy :  Him  who  difobeys, 

This  day  I  have  begot  whom  I  declare  Me  difobeys,  breaks  union,  and  that  day 

My  only  Son,  and  on  this  holy  Hill  Caft  out  from  God,  and  bleffed  vifion,  falls 

Him  have  anointed,  whom  ye  now  behold  Into  utter  darknefs,  deep  ingulPd,  his  place 

At  my  right  hand ;  your  Head  I  Him  appoint :  Ordain'd  without  redemption,  without  end. 
And  by  My  Self  have  fworn,  to  Him  ihall  bovv  So  fpake  th'  Omnipotent,  and  with  His  words 

All  knees  in  Heav'n,  and  lhall  confefs  Him  Lord.  All  feem'd  well  pleas'd;   all  feem'd,  but  were  not 
Under  his  great  Vice-gerent  Reign  abide  all. 

G  g  2  Gaudia  ; 
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Gaudia  •    pars  aegro  premit  altum  corde  dolorem. 
Deinde  itemm  inftaurant  carmen  fublime,  chorofque, 
(Namque  ita  mos  feftas  agitare  per  zethera  luces) 
Orbe  choros  vario  circum  juga  fancla  volutos 
Mille  modis ;   quales  campis  lucentibus  Ignes 
iEtherei  celebrant,  diverfo  ubi  Sidera  motu 
Fixa  alios  ineunt,  aliofque  errantia  curfus ; 
Ipfa  fed  implicitos  adeo  volventia  gyros 
Dum  renovant,  ftabiles  variarum  ambage  viarum 
Obfervant  leges,  certoque  errore  vagantur. 
Multiplici  interea  dulces  coeleftia  curfu 
Carmina  dant  numeros,  attentafque  ipfius  aures 
Numinis  oblectant.     Mollis  jam  accedere  Vefper ; 
(Vefper  enim  &  nobis,  nobis  fua  munera  reddit 
Mane  novum,  vicibufque  alternat  fuavibus  horas) 
Difceflere  omnes  choreis,  epulafque  requirunt 
Arre&i ;   variis  qua  conftitit  orbibus  Agmen 
Innumerum,  afturgunt  menfas  longo  ordine,  victu 

That  day,  as  other  folemn  days,  they  fpent  So  fmooths  her  charming  tones,  that  God's  own 
In  fong  and  dance  about  the  fdcred  Hill :  ear 

Myftical  dance,  which  yonder  ftarry  Sphere  Liftens  delighted.     Ev'ning  now  approach'd, 

Of  Planets,  and  of  Fix'd,  in  ail  her  Wheels  (For  we  have  alfo  our  Ev'ning,  and  our  Morn ; 

Refembles  neareft  ;  mazes  intricate,  We  ours  for  change  deleftable,  not  need) 

Eccentric,  intervolv'd,  yet  regular  Forthwith  from  dance  to  fweet  repaft  they  turn 

Then  moft,  when  moft  irregular  they  feera  ;  Defirous :  all  in  circles  as  they  ftood, 

And  in  their  motions  harmony  divine  Tables  are  fet,  and  on  a  fudden  piTd 

^Ethe- 
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^Ethereo  extruclas ;   Neclarque  adamante  corufeo, 
Immortale  rubens  coelique  ex  vitibus  undans, 
Purpurat,  ac  gemmis  latoque  ardefcit  in  auro. 
Flore  fuper  multo  ftrati,  crinefquc  corollis 
Evincli  nitidis,  inter  confortia  lzeta, 
Sumunt  vina,  cibos ;   Regifque  ante  ora  Supremi, 
Dona  manu  larga  qui  fundit,  &  ipfe  Suorum 
Lastitia  fruitur  Pater,  immortalia  potant 
Gaudia,  mellifluoique  hauflus ;   nec  largior  aequo 
Ccena  gravat,  luxuve  acies  hebetatur  inerti. 

Jam  nebulas  Nox  ambrofia  exhalarat  ab  alto 
Monte  Dei,  (Lux  unde  oriens,  unde  emicat  Umbra) 
Inducens  claro  jucunda  crepufcula  coelo, 
(Haec  etenim  aetherea?  facies  denfiflima  Noclis) 
Jamque  graves  cun&orum  oculos,  infomnia  praeter 
Lumina  fola  Dei,  rofei  languefcere  rores 
Suadebant ;   fuper  arva  immenfa,  patentia  tra&u 
Majori,  quam  fi  planum  traheretur  in  aequor 

With  Angels  food,  and  rubied  Nefhr  flows  Now  when  ambrofial  Night  with  Clouds  exhal'd 

In  Pear),  in  Diamond,  and  mafly  Gold ;  From  that  high  mount  of  God,  wlience  light  and 

Fruit  of  delicious  Vines,  the  growth  of  Heav'n.  fhade 

On  flow'rs  repos'd,  and  with  rich  flow'rets  crown'd,  Spring  both,  the  face  of  brighteft  Heav'n  had  chang'd 

They  eat,  they  drink,  and  in  communion  fweet  To  grateful  Twilight  (for  Night  comes  not  there 

Quaff  immortality  and  joy,  fecure  In  darktr  veil)  and  rofeate  Dews  difpos'd 

Of  iurfeit,  where  full  meafure  only  bounds  All  but  th'  unfleeping  eyes  of  God  to  reft  ; 

Excefs,  before  th'  all  bounteous  King,  who  ftiOwr'd  Wide  over  all  the  Plain,  and  vvider  far 

With  copious  hand,  rejoicing  in  their  joy.  Than  all  this  globous  Eanh  in  Plain  out  fpread, 

Terras 
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Terrae  Orbis,  (tantum  ampla  Dei  kk  Atria  pandunt) 
Caftra  catcrvatim  extendunt  longo  ordine  cceli 
Infinita  Cohors.     Pars  propter  flumina  viva 
Felices  inter  filvas  tentoria  figunt 
Innumera,  ac  fubito  erectis  umbracula  velis 
iEtherea  expandunt ;    qua  ventorumque  flabella 
Accipiunt,  fomnofque  leves.     Pars  accipit  ultro 
Rite  vices  folitas  numeris  intenta,  DEique 
Ad  folium  alterno  metitur  carmine  noctem. 
Longe  aliis  Sata?iaSj  fomno  indulgere  recufans, 
Invigilat  fludiis ;    (illo  fe  nomine  ja&et, 
Antiquum  periit  ccelo)  quondam  ille  Cohortis 
iEthereas  aut  Princeps,  aut  primos  inter,  honore 
Praefigni,  eximiifque  opibus  donifque  refulfit. 
At  Nato  unigenae  cum  munera  fumma  Parentis 
Afpiceret  collata,  palam  cum  audiret  inun&um 
Volgari  regem,  &  Mejfice  nomine  fancto 
Augeri ;   faftu  tumet  invidiaque  feroci, 

(Such  are  the  Courts  of  God)  th'  Angelic  throng,  Alternate  all  night  long.     Bat  not  fo  \vak'd 

Difpers'd  in  Bands,  and-^iles,  their  Camp  extend  Satan ;  fo  call  him  now,  his  former  namc 

By  living  Streams,  among  the  Trees  of  Life,  Is  heard  no  more  in  Heav'n ;  He  of  the  firft, 

Pavilions  numberlefs,  and  fudden  rear'd,  If  not  the  iirft  Arch-Angel,  great  in  Pow'r, 

Celeftial  Tabernacles,  where  they  flept  In  favour,  and  preeminence  yet  fraught 

F ann'd  with  cool  Winds ;  fave  Thofe  who  in  their  With  envy  againft  the  Son  of  God  that  day 

courfe  Honour'd  by  his  great  Father,  and  proclaim'd 

Melodious  Hymns  about  the  fov'reifin  Throne  Messiah  King  anointed,  could  not  bcar 

Seque 
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Seque  premi  radiis  multum  indignatur  iniquis. 
Inde  odii  virus  bibit  immortale,  DEUiuque 
Faftidire  audet;   tum  fecum  mcntc  maligna 
Conftituit  migrarc  alio,  foliumque  fupremum 
Nudatum  fpretumque  abdudis  undique  turmis 
Deferere.     Hinc  Socio  unanimi,  Cui  proxima  fedcs, 
Abrumpens  fomnos,  lenta  fic  voce  fufurrat : 

Quid  ?  dormis  ?  claudifne  gravi,  Cariflime,  fomno 
Lumina  ?  nec  vero  oblitus,  quod  peclore  iniquo 
Decretum  Omnipotens  hefterno  lumine  fudit? 
Nos  ima  alternis  animorum  aperire  folemus 
Confilia  j   ufque  opibus  junctis  vigilavimus  una : 
Quid  tuus  ifte  mihi  pugnat  Sopor  ?    En  nova  jura 
Legefque  impofitas !    Si  det  nova  jura  tyrannus, 
Inde  etiam  populis  nova  mens,  atque  altera  certe 
Confilia  adfurgent,  merito  de  rebus  habenda 
Imperii  dubiis.     Non  hic  mihi  plura  profari 
Expedit.     I  praeceps,  immenfarumque  Cohortum 

Thro'  pride  that  fight,  and  thought  himfelf  impair'd.  Thy  eye-lids  ?  and  remember'ft  what  Decree 

Deep  malice  thence  <ronceiving,  and  difdain,  Of  yefterday  fo  late  hath  pafs'd  the  lips 

Soon  as  midnight  brought  on  the  dusky  hour,  Of  HeavVs  Almighty  ?   Thou  to  me  thy  thoughts 

Friendlieft  to  fleep,  and  filence,  he  refolv'd  Waft  wont,  I  mine  to  thee  was  vvont  t'impart ; 

With  all  his  Legions  to  diflodge,  and  leave  Both  waking  we  were  One  :  how  then  can  now 

Unworfliip'd,  unobey'd,  the  Throne  fupreme,  Thy  fleep  diflent  ?    New  Laws  thou  feeft  impos'd  : 

Contemptuous ;  and  his  next  Subordinate  New  Laws  from  Him  who  reigns,  new  Minds  may 

Awak'ning,  thus  to  him  in  fecret  fpake.  In  us  who  ferve  ;  new  Counfels ;  to  debate    [raifc 

Sleep'ft  thpu,  Companion  dear  ?    What  fleep  can  What  doubtful  may  enfue :  rnore  in  this  place 

clofe  To  utter  is  not  fafe.     AfTemble  thoa 

Noftra- 
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Noftrarum  Tu  coge  Duces :   dic  me  alta  fecutum 
Imperia,  asthereum  dum  nox  ample&itur  orbem, 
Innumeris  cinctum  agminibus,  quot  me  aufpice  fortes 
Signa  movent,  patrias  properare  Aquilonis  in  oras ; 
Quo  melius  digno  regem  excipiamus  honore 
Mejfiam  excelfum,  proni  nova  juffa  ferentes, 
Dum  fancla  Imperia  &  varias  fpectabilis  Arces 
Pervehitur,  celfoque  tonans  dat  jura  triumpho. 

Subdolus  haec  Supemm  Princeps ;   comitifque  inopinl 
Arte  mala  tentans  improvida  pectora  lufit. 
Ille  Duces  Regefque,  fuis  qui  figna  movebant 
Aufpiciis,  alium  ex  alio  vocat ;   edit,  ut  ipfi 
Narratum  eft,  fummi  ad  vocem  nutumque  tyranni, 
Jam  prius  offufas  ccelo  quam  amoverit  umbras 
Pallida  Nox,  primi  Vexillum  illuftre  movendum 
Imperii;    caufam  adjungit,  vocefque  fubinde 
Injicit  ambiguas ;   dubiaeque  ambage  loquelas 
Explorat,  fteterintne  fidelia  corda,  fuafve 

Of  all  thofe  Myriads  which  we  lead  the  chief:  So  fp.ike  the  falfe  Arch-Angel,  and  infusM 

Tell  them  that  by  command,  e'er  yet  dim  Night  Bad  influence  into  th'  umvai  y  brcaft 

Her  Ihadowy  cloud  withdraws,  I  am  to  hafle,  Of  his  Aflbciate.     He  together  calls, 

And  all  who  under  Me  their  Bannei  s  wave,  Or  feveral  one  by  one,  the  regent  Pow'rs, 

Homeward  with  flying  march,  where  we  poflefs  Under  him  regent;  tells,  as  he  was  taught, 

The  Quarters  of  the  North  :  there  to  prepare  That  theMoftHigh  commanding,  now  e'er  Nighf, 

Pit  entertainment  to  receive  our  King,  Now  e'er  dim  Night  had  difincumber'd  Heav'n, 

The  grcat  Messiah,  and  his  new  commands ;  The  great  Hierarchal  Standard  was  -o  move  : 

Who  fpeedily  through  all  their  Hierarchies  Tells  the  fuggefted  caufe  ;  and  cafts  between 

Intends  to  pafs  triumphant,  and  give  Laws.  Ambiguous  words,  anJ  jealoufies ;  to  found, 

Ducenda 
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Ducenda  ad  partes.     Prono  fcd  pcclorc  cundti 
Confuctum  accipiunt  fignum,  vocemquc  vcrcndam 
Ingcntis  Domini :    nam  maxima  nominis  olli 
Gloria  per  ccelum,  fedefque  altiflima  fulfit. 
Ipfe  nitens  rofeo,  ceu  Lucifer^  ore,  cohortis 
Sidcreae  princeps,  capit  agmina  prona ;   malafque 
Illecebras  (equitur  Superae  pars  tertia  gentis. 

Interea  omnipotens  Acies,  quae  mentis  opertae 
Arcanas  penetrat  latebras,  de  vertice  celfb 
Profpectans  Montis  facri,  qua  lampades  aureae 
Effulgent,  vidit  fpargi  penetrabile  virus 
Per  Superum  turmas,  infandaque  furgere  bella : 
Tantum  Sacrilegorum  Agmen,  tot  lucis  Alumnos 
Haud  veritos  violare  fidem  profpexit,  &  uni 
Arridens  Nato,  has  effudit  peclore  voces : 

Nate,  Decus  noftrum,  &  fummi  fulgoris  Imago 
Viva,  Poteftatis  patriae  non  degener  Haeres ! 
Spectemus  bene  quas  tandem  fundamina  jadtet 

Or  taint,  integrity :  but  all  obey'd  And  from  within  the  golden  Lamps  that  burn 

The  wontcd  fignal,  and  fuperior  voice  Nightly  before  him,  faw,  without  their  Light, 

Of  this  great  Potentate  :  for  great  indeed  Rebellion  rifing ;  faw,  in  whom,  how  fpread 

His  name,  and  high  was  his  degree  in  Heav'n :  Among  the  Sons  of  Morn,  what  multitudes 

His  count'nance,  as  the  Morning  Star  that  guides  Were  banded  to  oppofe  His  high  Decree  j 

The  ftarry  flock,  allur'd  them ;  and  with  lies  And  fmiling,  to  his  only  Son  thus  faid. 
Drew  after  him  the  third  part  of  HeavVs  Hoft.  Son,  Thou  in  whom  My  glory  I  behold 

Mean  while  th'  Eternal  Eye,  whofe  fight  difcerns  In  full  refplendence,  Heir  of  all  My  might, 

Abftrufeft  thoughts,  from  forth  His  holy  Mount,  Nearly  it  now  concerns  Us  to  be  fure 

H  h  Hoc 
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Hoc  fceptrum  imperii  omnipotens;   quaeque  arma  tueri 
Sufficiant  regnum  antiquum  &  decora  alta  fupremi 
Numinis :    infurgens  tanto  viden'  ingruit  Hoftis 
Impete,  qui  noftris  iimiles  fibi  cogitat  arces 
Exftruere  ArEloi  fpatiofa  per  aequora  cceli. 
His  nec  adhuc  animum  expletur;   quin  efferus  ardet 
Explorare  armis  quae  noftra  Potentia,  quod  Jus. 
Confilio  hinc  nobis  maturo  &  viribus  ufus ; 
Cogatur,  quodcunque  armis,  quod  &  arte  valemus 
Undique ;   ne  rapiat  dubias  vis  hoftica  turres, 
Rupem  hanc  imperii,  celfique  facraria  Montis.  s 

Cui  Natus  fronte  explicita  vultuque  fereno, 
Divinum  jaculans  flammanti  lumine  fulgur, 
Talia  voce  refert :   merito,  Pater  optime,  rifu 
Excipis  infanos  Hoftes;   vanumque  furorem 
Securus  folii,  fremitufque  illudis  inanes. 
Hinc  noftra  attollet  fe  Gloria;    crefcet  ab  ipfis 
Lzeta  odiis ;   cum  jam  faftum  domitura  ferocem 


Of  our  Omnipotence  ;  and  with  what  Arms 
We  mean  to  hold,  what  antiently  We  claim 
Of  Deity,  or  Empire  :  fuch  a  foe 
Is  rifing,  who  intends  t'  ereft  his  Throne 
Equal  to  Ours,  throughout  the  fpacious  North. 
Nor  fo  content,  hath  in  his  thought  to  try 
In  battle,  what  our  Pow'r  is,  or  our  Right. 
Let  Us  advife,  and  to  this  hazard  draw 
With  fpeed  what  force  is  left,  and  all  employ 


In  our  defence :  left  unawares  we  lofe 

This  our  high  place,  our  Sanftuary,  our  HiU. 

To  whom  the  Son,  with  calm  afpeft,  and  clear 
Light'ning  Divine,  ineffable,  ferene, 
Made  anfwer.    Mighty  Father,  Thou  Thy  foes 
Juftly  haft  in  derifion,  and  fecure 
Laugh'ft  at  their  vain  defigns,  and  tumults  vain : 
Matter  to  Me  of  Glory,  Whom  their  hate 
Illuftrates,  when  they  fee  all  Regal  Pow'r 


Sceptra 
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Sceptra  palam  afpicient  mihi  tradita,  &  cxitus  ingens 
Monftrabit,  noftrone  cadcnt  fub  vulnere  victi, 
An  mihi  fit  toto  dextra  ignaviflima  ccclo. 

Continuit  vocem  Natus :   verum  agmine  magno 
Stipatum  celeri  jam  vexerat  Ala  volatu 
Longius  abreptum  Satanam.     Quot  fplcndida  Noctis 
Sidcra ;  quot  gemmas  apcrit  Sol  lumine  primo, 
Stellanti  cum  rore  comas  florefque  relucent, 
Tot  cinxere  Ducem  populi :   Per  maxima  regna, 
Quae  late  ditione  vaga  tenuere  Seraphes, 
Sceptra  Poteftatefque  (triplex  fic  dicitur  Ordo) 
Per  tractus  ibant,  prae  queis  Tibi  quicquid  ubique 
Terrarum  eft  Adame,  nihil  fefe  amplius  effert, 
Quam  fpatia  hasc  breviora  horti,  fi  tota  tumefcens 
Spectetur  Tellus  juxta  &  fiiperaddita  ponti 
iEquora,  per  planam  late  exporrecta  figuram. 
His  ade6  emenfis  jam  tandem  Aquilonis  in  oras 
Deventum  eft ;   Satanafque  excelfze  regia  Sedis 

Giv'n  Me  to  quell  their  pride ;  and  in  event  Regions  they  pafs'd,  the  mighty  Regencies 

Know  whether  I  be  dext'rous  to  fubdue  Of  Seraphim,  and  Potentates,  and  Thrones, 

Thy  rebels,  or  be  found  the  worft  in  Heav'n.  In  their  triple  Degrees :  Regions,  to  which 

So  fpake  the  Son  :  but  Satan  with  his  Pow'rs,  AU  thy  Dominion,  Aiam,  is  no  more, 

Far  was  advanc'd  on  winged  fpeed ;  an  Hoft  Than  what  this  Garden  is  to  all  the  Earth,     . 

Innumerable  as  the  Stars  of  Night,  And  all  the  Sea,  from  one  entire  globofe 

Or  Stars  of  Morning,    Dew-drops,   which  the  Stretch'd  into  Longitude;  which  having  pafs'd, 

Sun  At  length  into  the  limits  of  the  North 

Impearls  on  every  kaf,  and  every  flow'r.  They  came ;  and  Satan  to  his  Royal  feat 

H  h  2  Cul- 
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Culmina  confcendit,  fpectanda  cacumine  claro, 
Ceu  montem  monti  impofitum,  ja&antiaque  arces 
Late  effulgentes,  fcopulis  adamantis  &  auri 
Excifas :   fas  fit  dixifTe  palatia  magni 
Luciferi:   quae,  non  longo  poft  tempore,  fummo 
Ipfe  Deo  affedtans  animis  fe  zequare  fuperbis, 
Concilii  montem  haud  dubitavit  dicere,  fan&i 
Montis  ad  exemplar ;   fan£ta  in  quo  nomina  cepit, 
Mejfias,  coelo  quondam  fancitus  aperto. 
Scilicet  huc  acies  Satanas  acciverat  omnes, 
Hoc  flbi  mandatum  fimulans,  ut  grande  coa6li 
Concilium  magni  de  adventu  Regis  haberent 
Jam  tum  promifli :   folita  quum  fubdolus  arte 
Addudtas  fpecie  Veri  fic  perculit  aures : 

Imperia  atque  Arces  fanclae,  Diademata  cceli, 
Sceptraque,  Virtutefque ;   decus  fi  Nomina  verum 
Hasc  retinent,  nec  vana  foni  vos  ludit  Imago; 
Quandoquidem  cun&os  nunc  vindicat  Alter  honores, 

High  on  a  Hill,  far  blazing,  as  a  Mount  For  thither  he  affembled  all  his  Train, 

Rais'd  on  a  Mount,  with  Pyramids  and  Tow'rs  Pretending  fo  commanded,  to  confult 

From  Diamond  Quarries  hew'n,  and  Rocks  of  Gold,  About  the  great  reception  of  their  King, 

The  Palace  of  great  Lucifer ;  (fo  call  Thither  to  come  :  and  with  calumnious  Art 

That  ftrufture,  in  the  Dialeft  of  men  Of  counterfeited  truth  thus  held  their  ears. 

Interpreted)  which  not  long  after  He,  Thrones,   Dominations,  Princedoms,   Virtues, 

Affe&ing  all  equality  with  God,  Pow'rs, 

In  imitation  of  that  mount  whereon  If  thefe  magnific  Titles  yet  remain, 

Meff.ah  was  declar'd  in  fight  of  Heav'n,  Not  merely  titular,  fince  by  Decree 

The  Mountain  of  the  Ccngregation  call'd :  Another  now  hath  to  Himfelf  ingrofs'd 

(Sic 
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(Sie  ftat  Decretum  omnipotcns)  fc  nominc  inunftum 
Jadlitat,  ac  noftros  reprimit  fulgoribus  igncs. 
Cujus  ut  illuftrem  miro  excipiamus  honore 
Adventum  cultuque  novo,  tota  a:theris  alti 
Regia  ad  indignum  media.  ftc  nocte  cietur 
Concilium,  dona  ofHcii  nunquam  ante  foluta 
Ferre  nimis  facilis,  demifTaque  flectere  genua. 
Ceffimus  hoc  non  fponte  Uni;   nunc  aflerit  Alter, 
Servitioque  novo  premit  Ille,  prioris  Imago. 
Quin  corda  erigimus,  docti  meliora,  jugumque 
Excutere  audemus  ?  dabitifne  volentia  turpi 
Colla  jugo  ?  indecori  flectetis  genua  pavore  ? 
Non  ita,  fi  bene  vos  novi ;   vos  funditus  ipfos 
Si  noftis,  prifci  Indigenae  &  celiifHma  Proles 
iEtheris,  aeterno  quem  primi  habitaftis  ab  aevo ; 
Sin  minor  adfit  honos,  Libertas  omnibus  una  eft, 
Nec  Libertati  officiunt  diverfa  locorum 
Intervalla  gradufque.     Ecquis  moderamine  jufto 


All  Pow'r,  and  us  eclips'd,  under  the  name 
Of  King  anointed :  for  whom  all  this  hafte 
Of  midnight-march,  and  hurry'd  meeting  herej 
This  only  to  confult,  how  we  may  beft, 
With  what  may  be  devis'd  of  honours  new, 
Receive  Him,  coming  to  receive  from  us 
Knee-tribute,  yet  unpaid  :  proftration  vile! 
Too  much  to  One,  but  double,  how  endur'd  ? 
To  One,  and  to  His  invge  n^w  pro<.laim'd  > 
But  what  if  better  counfels  might  ereft 


Our  minds,  and  teach  us  to  caft  off  this  Yoke  ? 
Will  ye  fubmit  your  necks,  and  chufe  to  bend 
The  fupple  knee  ?    Ye  will  not,  if  I  truft  - 
To  know  ye  right;   or  if  ye  know  your  felves 
Natives  and  Sons  of  Heav'n,  poffeft  before 
By  none  ;  and  if  not  equal  all,  yet  free, 
Equally  free  :  for  Orders,  and  Degrees, 
Jar  not  with  liberty,  but  well  confift. 
Who  can  in  reafon  then,  or  right,  aftiime 
Monarchy  over  fuch  as  live  by  right 

Nos 
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Nos  teneat  flbi  jure  pares ;   fi  difpare  fedis 

Et  tituli  {plendore,  haud  libertate  minores  ? 

Quis  leges  nobis  audet  dare,  lege  carentes 

Qui  nunquam  a  Recto  erramus  ?   —  Tandem  Hiccine  noftrum 

Se  Regem  Dominumque  palam  feret  ?     Hiccine  Numen 

Audiat,  ac  titulos  noftros  &  nomina  calcet 

Regifica  infultans ;   quae  nos  juga  turpia  ferre 

Indociles,  natofque  excelfa  ad  fceptra  fatentur  ? 

Hadenus  audaces  nullo  obluctante  triumphans 
Effudit  fremitus ;    mediis  quum  deinde  Seraphum 
Abdial  ordinibus  furgit ;   quo  nemo  Supremi 
Alta  Dei  magis  adveneratus  Juffa,  magifve 
Numen  adorabat :   flamma.  Pietatis  honefta 
Exarfit,  reprimitque  undantem  hac  voce  furorem : 

Proh  turpis  furor,  &  linguas  fcelerata  Venena 
Sacrilega? !   quae  nulla  unquam  fperaverat  Auris 
iEthereis  audiffe  plagis,  Te  nulla  vomentem, 
Ingrate,  ante  omnes,  cui  primi  Culmen  honoris ! 


His  equals  ?  if  in  pow'r  and  fplendor  lefs, 

In  freedom  equal.     Or,  can  introduce 

Law  and  Edift  on  us,  who  without  law 

Err  not  ?    Much  lefs,  for  This  to  be  our  Lord, 

And  look  for  adoration,  to  th'  abufe 

Of  thofe  Imperial  Titles,  which  affert 

Our  being  ordahVd  to  govern,  not  to  ferve. 

Thus  far  his  bold  difcourfe  without  controul 
Had  audience  ;  when  among  the  Seraphim 


Abdiel,  than  whom  none  with  more  zeal  ador'd 
The  Deity,  and  divine  commands  obey'd, 
Stood  up,  and  in  a  flame  of  zeal  fevere, 
The  current  of  his  fury  thus  oppos'd. 

O  argument  blafphemous,  falfe  and  proud  ! 
Words,  which  no  ear  ever  to  hear  in  Heav'n 
Expefted,  leaft  of  all  from  Thee,  ingrate, 
In  place  thy  felf  fo  high  above  thy  Peers. 
Canll  thou  with  impious  Obloquy  condemn 


Tune 
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Tune  palam  opprobriis  audes  jufhim  Omnipotentis 
Carpere  Decretum,  fanclo  quod  tradidit  ore, 
Ipfe  fuo  jurans,  fibi  quem  generaverat  unum, 
Deberi  Nato  imperium ;   cui  genua  Cohortes 
Curvarent  Superorum  omnes,  quem  jure  volentes 
Acciperent  ?    Hoc  Tu  quereris  malefanus,  iniquurn 
Exclamans,  legem  fubeant  ut  libera  corda, 
Parque  pares  fupra  regnum  immortale  capeiTat. 
Tune  D  e  o  legem  imponas  ?     Tu  fortitcr  Olli 
Contendas  Libertatis  de  jure  tuendo, 
Qui  tibi,  quicquid  habes,  folus  dedit?    Ille  cohortes 
iEthereas,  quales  vifum  eft  fibi  condere,  finxit, 
Limitibus  claufas  certis.     At  jura  Suorum 
Quam  foveat,  noftros  quam  protegat  aequus  honores, 
Nos  dudum  experti ;   quantum  averfatur  iniquis 
Extenuare  modis.     En !  noftrae  ut  gaudia  vitae 
Jam  nunc  provehere  aggreditur,  fub  Principis  almis 
Unius  aufpiciis.    Quod  fi  cedamus  iniquum 

The  juft  Decree  of  God,   pronounc'd,   and  With  Him  the  points  of  liberty,  who  made 

fworn  ;  Thee  what  thou  art ,   and  fornVd  the  Pow'rs  of 
That  to  His  only  Son,  by  right  indu'd  Heav'n 

With  regal  Sceptre,  every  Soul  in  Heav'n  Such  as  He  pleas'd,  and  circumfcrib'd  their  Being? 

Shall  bend  the  knee,  and  in  that  honour  due  Yet,  by  experience  taught,  we  know  how  good, 

Confefs  him  rightful  King?     Unjuft,  thou  fay'ft,  And  of  our  good  and  of  our  dignity 

Flatly  unjuft,  to  bind  with  Laws  the  free,  How  provident  He  is ;  how  far  from  thought 

And  equal  over  equals  to  let  reign,  To  make  us  lefs :  bent  rather  to  exalt 

One  over  all,  wiih  unfucceeded  pow'r.  Our  happy  ftate,  under  one  Head  more  near 

.Shalt  Thou  gtve  Law  to  God  ?  flaa.lt  Thou  difpute  United.     But,  to  grant  it  thee  unjuft, 

iEqua- 
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./Equalem  dominari  iEqualibus  :   ardua  regni 
Tene  putas  naftum  faftigia  ?     Tene,  (Tuasve 
Si  gentis  collectus  honos  fpiraret  in  uno) 
Unigenam  magni  Natum  aequiparare  Parentis  ? 
Per  quem,  ceu  proprii  quondam  per  numina  Verbi, 
Omnia,  Teque  ipfum  Omnipotens  ccelique  Juventam 
Ordine  quemque  fuo  finxit,  variifque  locavit 
In  foliis :   His  larga  venit  transfufa  per  Illum 
Gloria,  honofque  ingens  titulorum,  hinc  numine  celfo 
Augentur,  vera.  indomiti  virtute  Tyranni. 
Nec  quidquam  noftri  radiatum  lumen  honoris 
Illius  Imperium  extinguit ;   fed  &  amplius  effert. 
Nunc  etenim  noftras  eft  caput  &  Pars  Ipfe  Cohortis, 
Ulius  &  Leges  noftra ;   nos  evehit  omnis 
Illi  oblatus  honos.     Ergo  impia  mitte  furoris 
Fulmina,  nec  comites  laqueis  involve  fequaces. 
Quin  age,  &  incenfum  pariter  Natumque  Patremque 
Placare  appropera,  dum  pacis  amicior  hora 

That  equal  over  equals  Monarch  Reign :  xiamM 

Thy  fe]f,    though  great  and  glorious,   doft  thou  Thrones,Dominations,Princedoms,Virtues,Pow'rs; 

eount,  Effential  Pow'rs :  nor  by  his  reign  obfcur'd, 

Or  all  Angelic  Nature  join'd  in  one,  But  more  illuftrious  made  ;  fmce  He  the  Head 

Equal  to  Him  begotten  Son  ?    By  whom,  One  of  our  number  thus  reduc'd  becomes ; 

As  by  His  Word,  the  mighty  Father  made  His  Laws  our  Laws ;  all  honour  to  Him  done 

All  things,  ev'nThee,  and  all  the  Spirits  of  Heav'n,  Returns  our  own.     Ceafe  then  this  impious  rage, 

By  Him  created  in  their  bright  degrees :  And  tenipt  not  thefe  ;  but  haften  to  appeafe 

C'rown'd  them  with  Glory,   and  to  their  Glory  Th'  incenfed  Father,  and  th'  incenfed  Son, 

Ridet 
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Ridct  adhuc,  aditufque  fmunt  jam  tcmpora  mollcs. 

Nuntius  hrec  cceli  fcrvens :    fcd  ncmo  loqucnti 
Aut  animos,  aut  vim  curat  fupcraddere  dictis ; 
Tanquam  Illum  furor  abriperet  malefanus  &  expers 
Confilii.     Magis  hinc  animos  concepit  atroces 
Exultans  Satanas,  tumidoque  hasc  rettulit  ore. 

Ergo  opus  alterius  fuimus,  dextraeque  fecundae  ? 
AfTeris  ?     Et  Pater  haec  Nato  peragenda  miniftro 
Penfa  dedit  ?    Nova  nimirum  atque  incognita  narras ! 
Unde  hoc  fcire  datur?    Quifnam  adfuit  inter  agendum? 
Tune  repoftum  alto  fervas  fub  pectore,  quo  Tc 
Temporis  Omnipotens  puncto,  quaque  arte  crearet? 
Aft  ubi  non  fuimus,  quales  fumus  ?    Haud  bene  notum 
Hoc  nobis ;   neque  enim,  quod  nos  prascederet  aevo, 
Novimus :    ingenita  nam  vi  proprioque  vigore 
Nos  ultro  in  lucem  extulimus,  (cum  temporis  Ordo 
Fatalem  exadlo  complerat  limite  curfum) 
JEthereum  genus,  &  cceli  certiflima  Proles. 

While  Pardon  may  be  found,  in  time  befought.  Doftiine  which  we  would  know  whence  leam'd : 

So  fpake  the  fervent  Angel :  but  his  zeal  Who  faw 

None  feconded,  as  out  of  feafon  judg'd,  When  this  Creation  was  ?    Remember'ft  Thou 

Or  fingular,  and  rafh  :  whereat  rejoic'd  Thy  making,  while  the  Maker  gave  thee  Being? 

Th'  Apoftate,  and  more  haughty  thus  reply'd.  We  know  no  time  when  We  were  not  as  now ; 

That  we  were  form'd  then,  fay'ft  tliou  ?  and  the  Know  none  before  us ;  felf-begot,  felf-rais'd 

work  By  our  own  quick'ning  pow'r,  when  fatal  courfe 

Of  fecondary  hands,  by  task  transfer'd  Had  circled  his  full  Orb,  the  birth  macure 

From  Father  to  His  Son?  Strange  point,  and  new!  Of  this  our  native  Heav'n,  Ethereal  Sons. 

I  i  Noftrum 
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Noftrum  eft,  quod  fupera.  tantum  virtute  valemus ; 
Grandia  moliri  nos  Dextera  noftra  docebit ; 
Et  campo,  quis  par  nobis,  quaeremus  aperto 
Congrefii :   hinc  pateat,  precibufne  petamus,  an  armis 
Nos  folium  omnipotens.     I,  regi  haec  perfer  inunclo 
Nuntia,  nequa  fugam  vis  opprimat,  I,  fuge  praeceps. 

Dixerat ;   altarumque  ut  raucum  murmur  aquarum, 
Reiponfant  denfi  fremitus  plaufufque  fonori 
Per  turmas  longe  immenfas.     Haec  deinde,  timoris 
Nefcius,  hoftilis  licet  unum  includeret  agger, 
Flammeus  audaci  contra  dedit  ore  Seraphas  : 

O  aliene  Deo,  Virtus  quem  funditus  omnis 
Deferit !    O  Diris  exercite  !     Cerno  ruinam 
Impendere  tibi  haud  dubiam ;   fcelerumque  fequaces 
Ah  nimium  comites  contagia  plectere  fraudis. 
Nec  Te  follicitet  quondam,  quibus  artibus  uncti 
Excutias  juga  Mejfice  -,   haud  dignabitur  iftas 


Our  puiflance  is  our  own,  our  own  right  hand 
Shall  teach  us  higheft  deeds,  by  proof  to  try 
Who  is  our  equal :   then  thou  (hak  behold, 
Whether  by  fupplication  we  intend 
Addrefs,  and  to  begird  th'  Almighty  Throne 
Eefeeching,  or  befieging.     This  report, 
Thefe  tidings,  carry  to  th'  anointed  King  j 
And  fly,  e'er  evil  intercept  thy  flight. 

He  faid,  and  as  the  found  of  waters  deep, 
Hoarfe  murmur  echo'd  to  his  words  applaufe, 


Through  the  infinite  Hoft :  nor  lefs  for  that 
TJft  flaming  Seraph  fearlefs,  though  alone 
Incompafs'd  round  with  foes,  thus  anfwer'd  bold. 

O  alienate  from  God  !     O  Spirit  accurft, 
Forfaken  of  all  good  !     I  fee  thy  fall 
Determin'd,  and  thy  haplefs  crew  involv'd 
In  this  perfidious  fraud,  contagion  fpread 
Both  of  thy  crime,  and  punifhment.     Henceforth 
No  more  be  troubled  how  to  quit  the  yoke 
Of  God's  Messiah:  thofe  indulgent  laws 


Jam 
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J.un  vobis  lcgum  fortcs  &  mollia  jura. 

Tc  jam  Sccna  alia,   &  juftae  Sententia  vocis 

Non  rcvocanda  manct.     Quum  fceptra  fubire  rccufcs 

Aurca,  Virga  tibi  mores  ferrata  rcfringet 

Contundctque  feros.    At  fane  pulchra  monebas ! 

Eft  hic,  eft  monitorum  Animus,  paritcrque  minarum 
Contemptor.     Scd  caftra  citus  fcelcrata  relinquam 
Excidio  devota,  trucis  ne  flamma  furoris 
Infontem  cum  fonte  ruat.     Te  fulmina  certa 
Abfument:    tandem  clade  experiere  magiftra, 
Qua?  finxit,  quze  Te  poterit  difKngere  Dextra. 

Abdial  hasc  loquitur  fervens ;   immobile  Peclus, 
Fidumque  Infldos  inter ;   de  Millibus  unus 
Integer,  inconcuflus  &  imperterritus  unus, 
Ufque  Fidem  antiquam  fervans,  Pietatis,  Amoris 
Ufque  tenax  :   folum  non  jundla  Exempla  malorum 
Omnia,  non  Numeri  fuafere  abfcifcere  Vero. 


Will  not  be  now  vouchfaf  'd ;  other  Decrees 
Againft  thee  are  gone  forth,  without  recall. 
That  Golden  Sceptre  which  thou  didft  rejett, 
Is  now  an  Iron  Rod,  to  bruife  and  break 
Thy  difobedience.    Well  thou  didft  advife; 
Yet  not  for  thy  advice,  or  threats,  I  fly 
Thefe  wicked  Tents  devoted ;  leaft  the  wrath 
Impendent,  raging  into  fudden  flame 
Diftinguifh  not :  for  foon  expeft  to  feel 
His  Thunder  on  thy  head,  devouring  fire. 


Then,  who  created  thee,  lamenting  learn, 
When  who  can  uncreate  thee  thou  fhalt  know. 

So  fpake  tlie  Seraph  Abdiel,  faithful  found 
Among  the  faithlefs,  faithful  only  He : 
Among  innumerable  falfe,  unmov'd, 
Unihaken,  unfeduc'd,  unterrify'd, 
His  Loyalty  he  kept,  his  Love,  his  Zeal. 
Nor  number,  nor  example,  with  him  wrought 
To  fwerve  from  truth,  or  change  his  conftant  mind 
Though  fingle.  From  amidft  them  forth  he  pafs'd, 


I   i  2 


Ergo 
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Ergo  per  hoftiles  ridentum  hinc  inde  catervas 
Progreditur,  fimul  opprobriis,  fimul  altior  iris ; 
Avolat,  ac  faftu  tecta  ambitiofa  retorto 
Refpicit  indignans  rapidse  damnata  ruinas. 

Long  way  through  hoftile  fcorn ;  which  he  fuftain'd     And,  with  retorted  fcorn,  his  back  he  turrTd 
Superior,  nor  of  violence  fear'd  ought :  On  thofe  proud  Tow'rs  to  fwift  deftru&ion  doom'd. 


PARA- 
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NOCTE  viam  tota.  coeli  imperterritus  Heros 
Urgebat  fpatiofa  per  atheris  arva,  fequenti 
Nemine ;   cum  lasta  exfurgens  volventibus  Horis 
Lucis  purpureas  Aurora  expandere  portas 
Orfa  manu  rofea  bipatentes.     Efl  Specus  ingens 
iEterni  fub  Monte  Dei,  juxta  Ipilus  Arcem, 
Lux  ubi  perpetuos  Tenebrasque  ex  ordine  curfus 
Altemis  renovant,  laetique  per  atria  coeli 
Jucundis  fimulant  vicibus  Noctemque  Diemque. 
Profilit  hinc  cita  Lux;  hinc  excipit  obfequiofas 
Porta  finu  Tenebras,  nebulis  dum  rite  remiflis 
Obtexenda  poli  facies ;  quanquam  astheris  oris 
Ipfae  etiam  tenebrse  terrena  crepufcula  vincant. 

PARA-DISE    LOST. 

B  o  o  k     VI. 


AL  L  night  the  dreadlefs  Angel  unpurfu'd  Where  Light  and  Darknefs,  in  perpetual  round, 

Thro'  Heav'n's  wide  Champain  held  his  way,  Lodge,  and  diilodge,  by  turns ;  which  makes  thro' 

till  Morn,  Grateful  viciihtude,  like  Day  and  Night :  [Heav'n 

Wak'd  by  the  circling  Hours,  with  rofy  hand  Light  ifTues  forth,  and  at  the  other  door 

Unbarr'd  the  gates  of  Light,     There  is  a  Cave  Obfequious  darknefs  enters,  till  her  hour 

Wkhin  the  Moant  of  G  o  d,  faft  by  his  Throne,  To  veil  the  Heav'n,  tho'  darknefs  there  might  well 

Jam- 
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Jamque  Aurora  recens,  qualis  cceleftia  templa 
Incolit,  exierat,  radiorum  aurique  corufca 
iEtherei  chlamyde  effulgens ;    conceflit  eunti 
Nox  trepidans,  telifque  evanuit  icta  diei ;  • 

Cum  totum  ardenti  rutilantem  milite  campum, 
Ignivomos  currufque  &  equos,  ac  flammea  circum 
Arma  repercuflb  radiantia  lumine  lumen, 
Direclafque  immane  acies,  inftructaque  bella 
Abdial  afpiciens,  coelo  jam  cognita  fenflt, 
Quae  primus  memorafle  ratus.     Tum  lastus  amicis 
Infert  feSuperum  agminibus,  plaufuque  fonoro 
Excipitur,  Sociorum  unus  de  clade  reverfus 
Integer  indomitufque,  ex  tot  modb  millibus  unus. 
Nec  mora,  laudatum  fancti  ad  faftigia  montis 
Una  omnis  duxere  Cohors,  arcem  ante  fupremam 
Siftentes :   cum  flc  nubis  penetralibus  aurese 
Per  fuperas  emifla  domos  Vox  blanda  fonabat : 
Macte  alta  Virtute,  D  e  i  fpectate  Minifter ! 

Seem  twilight  here.  And  notv  went  forth  the  Morn,  To  have  reported  :  gladly  then  he  mi.x'd 

Such  as  in  higheft  Heav'n,  array'd  in  Gold  Among  thofe  friendly  Pow*rs,  who  him  receivtl 

Empyreal ;  from  before  her  vanifh'd  Night,  With  joy  and  acclamations  loud,  that  One, 

Shot  thro'  with  orient  Beams :  when  all  the  Plain  That,  of  fo  many  Myriads  falTn,  yet  One 

CoverM  with  thick  embattled  Squadrons  bright,  Retum'd,  not  loft.     On  to  the  facred  hill 

Chariots,  and  flaming  Arms,  and  fiery  Steeds,  They  led  him  high  applauded,  and  prcfent 

Reflefling  blaze  on  blaze,  firft  met  his  view.  Before  the  feat  fuprcme  ;  from  whence  a  voice, 

War  he  perceiv'd,  war  in  procincT:;  and  found  From  midft  a  Golden  Cloud,  thus  mild  was  heard. 
Already  known,  what  he  for  news  had  thought  Servant  of  GoD,well  done  ;  wellhaft  thoufought 

Quanti 
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Qiianti  Tc  dccorant  pugnae  melioris  honorcs  ? 
Contra  Infidorum  qui  millia  fortior  unus 
Tendebas,  verbis  hoftilia  tela  retundens, 
Defenfor  Veri  fidiiTimus !     Illius  ergo 
Vi  graviora  omni  convitia  mille  tulifti 
Linguarum  :    fola  haec  animum  tibi  «cura  tenebat 
Sollicitum,  placuifle  Deo,  quodcunque  minaces 
Adverfum  infremerent  Gentes.     Victoria  reftat 
Jam  facilis ;   tumidos  fublimior  ibis  in  hoftes 
Agmine  ftipatus  focio,  &  modo  dira  minantum 
Turmarum  faftus  longe  fuperabit  inanes 
Clarus  honor  reditus  &  apertae  Gloria  palmas. 
Quare  agite,  aetherei  Princeps  fupreme  Michaal 
Agminis,  &  celfis  Gabrial  Tu  proxime  geftis, 
Ocius  ite,  meofque  ad  pradia  ducite  Natos 
Indomitos,  fancta  armatam  virtute  Juventam, 
Milliaque  &  decies  bellis  inftrucla  Cohortum 
Millia ;   tot  numero,  quot  Caftra  rebellia  ja&ant. 


The  better  fight,  who  finglc  haft  maintain'd, 

Againft  revoked  multitudes,  the  Caule 

Of  Truth,  in  word  mightier  than  they  in  arms ; 

And  for  the  teitimony  of  Truth  haft  born 

Univerfal  reproach,  far  worfe  to  bear 

Than  violence :  for  this  was  ail  thy  care, 

To  ftand  approv'd  in  fight  of  God,  tho'  Worlds 

Judg'd  thee  perverfe.     The  eafier  conqueft  now 

Remains  thee,  aided  by  this  hoft  of  friends, 

Back  on  thy  foes  more  glorious  to  return, 


Than  fcom'd  thou  didft  depart ;  and  to  fubduc 

By  force,  who  reafon  for  their  Law  refufe, 

Right  reafon  for  their  Law ;  and  for  their  King 

Messiah,  who  by  right  of  merit  reigns. 

Go,  Micbael,  of  Celeftial  Armies  Prince  ; 

And  thou,  in  miiitary  prowefs  next, 

Gabriel,  lead  forth  to  Battle  thefe  my  Sons 

Invincible ;  lead  forth  my  armed  Saints, 

By  Thoufands,  and  by  Millions,   rang'd  foi  flght  j 

Equal  in  number  to  that  Godlefs  crew 

En 
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En  flammis  fimul  horrificis  telifque  fequentes 
Acribus  impavidi  perjuram  invadite  turbamj 
Extremos  coeli  ad  fines  agitate,  fereno 
Ore  Dei  procul,  &  campis  arcete  beatis, 
Poenarum  ad  nigras  fedes,  ubi  caeca  caducis 
Tartara  jam  pandunt  avidas  flammantia  fauces. 

Finierat  Vox  Omnipotens :   Caligine  nubes 
Cum  montem  obruerent ;   piceique  volumina  fumi 
Inter  opaca,  agerent  acri  fefe  impete  flammae 
Undantes,  flgna  accenfl  manifefta  furoris. 
Nec  minus  horrorem  ingeminans  procul  aere  canoro 
iEtherea  infonuit  trepidandum  buccina  Signum : 
Cujus  ad  imperium,  coelum  quae  bellica  Virtus 
Defendit,  quadrata.  acie  inconcufla,  fllenti 
Ordine  compofltis  arcle  legionibus  ibat, 
Diis  flmiles  fortita  Duces ;    dum  ple&ra  tubseque 
Ardorem  indomitum  fpirant,  arreclaque  corda 
Incendunt :    animis  ultro  exultantibus  omnes 

Rebellious :  Them  with  Fire,  and  hoftile  Arms,  Of  wrath  awak'd  :  nor  with  lefs  dread  the  loud 

Fearlefs  affault,  and  to  the  brow  of  Heav'n  Ethereal  Trumpet  from  on  high  'gan  blow  : 

Purfuing,  drive  them  out  from  G  o  d,  and  blifs,  At  which  command,  the  Powers  Militant 

Into  their  place  of  punifhment,  the  Gulph  That  ftood  for  Heav'n,  in  mighty  Quadrate  join'd 

Of  Tartarus  ;  which  ready  opens  widc     ■  Of  Union  irreliftable,  mov'd  on 

His  fiery  Cbaos  to  receive  their  fall.  In  filence  their  bright  Legions,  to  the  found 

So  fpake  the  Sovereign  Voice;  and  Clouds  began  Of  inftrumental  Harmony,  that  breath'd 

To  darken  all  the  Hill,  and  fmoak  to  roll  Heroic  Ardor  to  advent'rous  deeds, 

In  dusky  wieaths  reluftant  flames ;  the  fign  Under  their  God-like  Leaders,  in  the  Caufe 

Signa 
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Signa  fequi  gaudcnt  fummi  Patris  8c  Mejpr. 

Illi  adco  irrupto  conncxis  agminc  turmis 

Proccdunt;   magni  lato  ncc  vcrticc  montes, 

Convallefvc  ar£he,  nec  filvse  objectaque  frangunt 

Flumina ;   fefe  ultro  fubjecit  euntibus  Aer, 

Et  fufpenfa  tulit  lcvibus  veftigia  plantis. 

Ac  veluti  directa.  acie  genus  omne  volantum, 

Cum  varias  fuper  Edenum  pendentibus  alis 

Oftendere  tibi  turmas,  ut  nomina  prima 

Acciperent :   Tales  Superum  inceflere  Cohortes 

Per  vaftas  ccelique  plagas,  tractufque  patentes, 

Per  fpatium  his  decies  terrarum  longius  oris. 

At  procul  hinc,  ufque  ArSlown  qua  terminat  orbem 

Finitor,  regio  circum  diffufa  flagrabat 

Flammea,  bellorumque  minax  rutilabat  Imago. 

Ut  proprius  jam  cernere  erat,  fublime  micantes 

Arfere  innumerae  radiis  horrentibus  haftae, 

Et  galeae,  &  variis  fcuta  orbibus  agmine  denfo 

Of  God,  and  His  Messiah.     On  they  move  Their  names  of  Thee :  fo  over  many  a  traft 

Indiffolubly  firm ;  nor  obvious  Hill,  Of  Heav'n  they  march'd,   and  many  a  Provincc 
Nor  ftreit'ning  Vale,  nor  Wood,  nor  Stream  di-  wide, 

vides  Tenfold  the  length  of  this  terrene.     At  laft, 

Their  perfe£l  ranks  j  for  high  above  the  ground  Far  in  th'  Horizon  to  the  North  appear'd 

Their  march  was,  and  the  paffive  Air  upbore  From  skirt  to  skirt  a  fiery  Region,  ftretch'd 

Their  nimble  tread.     As  when  the  total  kind  In  battailous  afpe£t,  and  nearer  view 

Of  Birds,  in  orderly  array  on  wing,  Briftled  with  upright  beams  innumerable 

Came  fummon'd  over  Eden,  to  receive  Of  rigid  Spears,  and  Helmets  throng'd,  and  Shieldj 

K  k  Argu- 
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Argumentum  ingens  vano  oftentantia  faftu. 
Scilicet  immanes  Satancz  ftne  more  furentes 
Praecipiti  advorfum  volitabant  impete  turmae  : 
Ifto  namque  die  montem  invafifle  Supremum 
Speravere  dolo,  feu  vi ;   folioque  locafle 
Rivalem,  optantem  votis  audacibus  arcis 
Divinae  imperium  :   Sed  fpes  malefana  fefellit. 
At  nobis  primum  attonitis  res  mira  videri, 
Viribus  inter  fe  adverfis  certare  Seraphas 
Cominus,  afluetos  toties  convivia  amoris 
Laetitiaeque  agere  unanimes  (ceu  ftemmate  ab  uno 
Demiflam  ingenti  Sobolem)  fociifque  canoros 
Carminibus  fummi  laudem  ingeminare  Parentis. 
Jam  ver6  mite  ingenium,  morefque  benignos 
Expulerant  belli  fragor  armifonique  tumultus. 
At  procul  in  mediis,  curru  fublimis  in  aureo 
Solares  referente  faces,  circum  undique  claris 
Inclufus  clypeis,  flammantumque  orbe  Cherubum 

Various,  with  boaftful  Argument  pourtray'd,  And  in  fierce  hofting  meet ;  who  wont  to  meet 

The  banded  Pow'rs  of  Satan,  hafting  on  So  oft  in  Feftivals  of  joy  and  love 

With  furious  expedition :.  for  they  ween*d  Unanimous,  as  Sons  of  one  Great  Sire, 

That  felf  fame  day,  by  fight,  or  by  furprize,  Hymning  th'  Eternal  Father.     But  the  fhout 

To  win  the  Mount  of  God  ;  and  on  his  Throne  Of  Battle  now  began,  and  rulhing  found 

To  fet  the  envier  of  his  State,  the  proud  Of  onfet  ended  foon  each  milder  thought. 

Afpirer  :    but   their   thoughts   prov'd   fond,    and  High  in  the  midft,  exalted  as  a  God, 

vain,  Th'  Apoftate  in  his  Sun-bright  Chariot  fat, 

In  the  mid-way.     Though  ftrange  to  us  it  feem'd  Idol  of  Majefty  Divine,  inclos'd 

At  firft,  that  Angel  fiiould  with  Angel  war,  With  flaming  Cherubim,  and  golden  Shields ; 

Sedit 
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Scdit  (acrilcgus  cojli  Defertor,  honores 
Divinos  mentiri  aufus,  fan&ofque  Tonantis 
Aflimulans  radios  ac  non  imitabile  Numen. 
Protinus  exiliit  folio  rutilante;   remotas 
Nam  tenui  fpatio  turmas  divifit  utrafque 
Trifte  intcrvallum  :    ftant  formidabile  longis 
Ordinibus,  frevitque  ferox  frons  obvia  fronti. 
At  prima?  ante  minas  aciei,  in  margine  belli 
Horrendo,  vafta.  Satanas  fe  mole  ferebat 
Altius  ingrediens,  adamante  armatus  &  auro. 
Non  tulit  hoc  primos  inter,  fidiilima  Virtus, 
Abdial  ut  ftetit  intentus  fublimibus  aufis ; 
Deinde  fuum  his  dictis  explorat  magnanimum  cor: 

Tantane  (proh  Superi!)  tanta  Omnipotentis  Imago 
Integra  reftat  adhuc,  Pietas  ubi  vera  Fidefque 
Deciderunt  ?    Cur  non  Virefque  &  celfa  Poteftas 
Cum  Virtute  ruant ;   fraclifque  Audacia  telis 
Concidat,  indomitum  oftentet  licet  improba  vultum  ? 

Then  lighted   from   his   gorgeous   Throne,    for  Abdiel  that  fight  endur'd  not,  where  he  ftoqd 

now  Among  the  mightieft,  bent  on  higheft  deeds ; 

'Twixt  Hoft  and  Hoft  but  narrow  fpace  was  left,  And  thus  his  own  undaunted  heart  explores: 
A  dreadful  interval !  and  front  to  front  O  Heav'n  !  that  fuch  refemblance  of  the  Higheft 

Prefented,  ftood  in  terrible  array,  Should  yet  remain,  where  faith  and  realty 

Of  hideous  length.     Before  the  cloudy  Van,  Remain  not :  wherefore  ftiould  not  ftrength  and 
On  the  rough  edge  of  battle  e'er  it  join'd,  might 

Satan  with  vaft  and  haughty  ftrides  advanc'd,  There  fail,  where  Virtue  fails  ?  or  weakeft  prove, 

Came  tow'ring,  arm'd  in  Adamant  and  Gold.  Where  boldeft,  though  to  fight  unconquerable  ? 

K  k  2  Quanta 
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Quanta  Illi  nt  Dextra,  Deo  confifus  amico 
Nunc  bello  experiar,  dudum  ratione  labantem 
Expertus.     Par  eft,  Vero  qui  vicerit,  Armis 
Vincere,  utrumque  fimul  referentem  ex  hofte  tropasum : 
Sit  licet  indignum,  Rationi  obftare  furorem 
Armorum ;   at  meritam  referet  Ratio  ardua  palmam. 

Hasc  tacitus  volvens,  armatorum  agmine  fratrum 
Exit,  &  adverfum  praeceps  procurrit  in  Hoftem, 
Hinc  magis  incenfum,  qu6d  ftc  prasvenerit  acer 
Bellator ;   didlis  ludens  dein  talibus  iniit : 

Ergo,  Superbe,  venis  tandem  obvius?  effera  vota 
Sperafti  fatiaffe,  nec  oblu&antibus  ullis, 
Deferti  facile  exfuperantem  Numinis  arces 
Supremas ;   Te  nempe  tui  terrore  lacerti 
Pulfurum  ratus,  aut  metuendze  fulmine  linguae, 
Grande  Satellitium  cceli  indomitafque  Phalangas. 
Demens,  qui  vana  Omnipotentem  in  bella  vocares ! 
Ille  ffbi  poterat  vafta  Agmina  pulvere  ab  ipfo 


His  puiffance  (trufting  in  th'  Almighty's  aid) 
I  mean  to  try ;  whofe  Reafon  I  have  try'd 
Unfound  and  falfe :  nor  is  it  ought  but  iuft, 
That  He  who  Ln  debate  of  Truth  hath  won, 
Should  win  in  Arms,  in  both  difputes  alike 
Viftor :  though  brutifh  that  conteft,  and  foul, 
When  Reafon  hath  to  deal  with  force ;  yct  fo 
Moft  reafon  is  that  Reafon  overcome, 

So  pondering,  and  from  his  armed  Peers 
Forth  ftepping  oppofite,  half  way  he  met 


His  daring  foe,  at  this  prevention  more 
Incens'd,  and  thus  fecurely  him  defy'd.      [reach'd 
Proud,  art  thou  met  ?    thy  hope  was  to  have 
The  height  of  thy  afpiring  unoppos'd, 
The  Throne  of  G  o  d  unguarded,  and  his  fide 
Abandon'd,  at  the  terror  of  thy  Pow'r, 
Or  potent  tongue  :  Fool !  not  to  thinfc  how  vain 
Againft  th'  Omnipotent  to  rife  in  Arms  : 
Who  out  of  fmalleft  things,  could  without  end, 
Have  rais'd  inceffant  Armies,  to  defeat 

Inflnita 
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Infinita  crcarc,  tuos  domitura  furores; 
Ipfe  fuam  aut  folus  dextram  fine  limite  tendcns, 
Haud  opis  indigus  ullius,  te  flmplice  plaga. 
Dejicere,  Sc  comites  tenebris  fubmergere  turmas. 
At,  cernis,  cceli  haud  omnis  tua  caftra  Juventus 
Sedtatur.     Sunt,  quos  Fidei  inconcufTa  cupido 
Detinet,  &  fanctum  Pietas  venerata  Parentem : 
Te  licet  hoc  fugeret,  cum  diflentire  viderer, 
Turba  Infidorum  circumdatus,  omnibus  unus. 
Quas  mihi  Secla,  vides ;   feroque  docebere,  Paucos 
Interdum  fapere,  Innumeros  cum  decipit  Error. 

Aft  olli  tranfverfa  tuens  acerrimus  Hoftis 
Rettulit  indignans ;   Huc  fcilicet  alite  lasvo 
O  dudum  quasfite !    fuga,  malefide,  redifti : 
Hanc  votis  optavi  horam,  qua.  praemia  digna 
Accipias,  noftri  ardentis  prima  orfa  lacerti; 
Ex  quo  Seditionis  amans  Vox  ifta  rebelles 
Oppofuit  fremitus,  cum  Pars  collecla  Deorum 

Thy  folly  ;  or  with  folitary  hand,  How  few  fometimes  may  know,  when  thoufands  err. 
Reaching  beyond  all  limit,  at  one  blow,  Whom  the  grand  foe,  with  fcornful  eye  askance, 

Unaided,  could  have  finiiVd  thee,  and  whelm'd  Thus  anfwer'd.     111  for  thee,  but  in  wifh'd  hour 

Thy  Legions  under  darknefs.     But  thou  feeft,  Of  my  revenge,  firft  fought  for,  thou  return'fl 

All  are  not  of  thy  Train  ;  there  be,  who  Faith  From  flight,  feditious  Angel;  to  receive 

Prefer,  and  Piety  to  God  ;  though  then  Thy  merited  reward,  the  firft  afTay 

To  thee  not  vifible,  when  I  alone  Of  this  right  hand  provok'd,  fince  firft  that  tongue^ 

Seem'd  in  thy  World  enoneous  to  difTent  Infpir'd  with  contradiftion,  durft  oppofe 

From  all.    My  Seft  thou  feeft ;  now  learn  too  late  A  third  part  of  the  Gods,  in  Synod  met 

Tertia 
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Tertia  convenit,  grandi  ut  fua  numina  caetu 

AfTereret :    quorum  excelfos  dum  commovet  intus 

Vis  divina  animos,  nulli  Omnipotentis  honores 

Concedent.     Bene  fed  focios  rapidiflimus  anteis, 

Nimirum  de  me  fpolia  ambitiofus  optima 

Ut  referas :    Te  tota  cohors,  te  trifte  videbunt 

Exemplar  trepidi.     Paulum  libet  ante  morari, 

Ut  memorem,  (tibi  ne  reiponfa  haud  reddita  jactes) 

Me  quondam  ccelum  Libertatemque  putaffe 

Caeligenis  eadem  efTe  Animis.     Nunc,  cerno,  pudendis 

Laeta  minifteriis  ultro  Pars  maxima  fervit, 

Segnities  quos  lenta  juvat,  convivia,  cantus. 

Tales  Tu,  coeli  citharaedos,  ducis  ad  arma, 

Egregios  comites ;   Libertatique  repugnat 

Servitium  :    Quod  Gefla  hodie  collata  docebunt. 

Cui  paucis  torvo  nc  Abdial  ore  remifit : 
Ufque  procul  ratione  vagans,  Perjure,  recedis ; 
Amentemque,  ut  quondam,  animi  te  devius  Error 

Their  Deities  t'  affert :  who,  while  they  feel  To  heav'nly  Souls  had  been  all  one  ;  but  now 

Vigour  Divine  within  them,  can  ailow  I  fee  that  moft  through  floth  had  rather  ferve, 

Omnipotence  to  none.     But  well  thou  com'ft  Miniftring  Spirits,  train'd  up  in  Feaft,  and  Song  ; 

Before  thy  fellows,  ambitious  to  win  Such  haft  thou  arm'd,  the  Minftrelfy  of  Heav'n, 
From   me   fome   Plume ;    that   thy  fuccefs  may      Servility  with  freedom  to  contend, 

Ihow  \  As  both  their  deeds  compar'd  this  day  (hall  prove 

Deftruftion  to  the  reft.     This  paufe  between,  To  whom  in  brief  thus  Abdiel  ftern  reply'd. 

(Unanfvver'd  left  thou  boaft)  to  let  thee  know,  Apoftate  !  ftill  thou  err'ft,  nor  end  wilt  find 

At  firft  I  thought  that  Liberty,  and  Heav'n,  Of  errmg,  from  the  path  of  truth  remote : 

Abri- 
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Abripit.     Infamcs  titulos  male  figis  honeftis 
Officiis,  quae  fcrrc  jubcnt  Natura  Di:usquc, 
(Quippe  cadcm  Deus  &  Natura  faccfferc  monftrant) 
Dum  rcgno  Dignus  fruitur,  virtutibus  omnes 
Quos  regit  exfuperans.     Infani  Sccptra  fateri, 
Qui  juftas  audire  negat  Melioris  habenas, 
Servitium  id  fane  fas  dicere,  quo  tibi  parent 
More  Tui.     Imperitas  aliis,  tibi  fubditus  ipfi. 
Ergone  &  aethereis  Tute  objicis  ifta  Miniftris  ? 
Quin  Tu  Tartareis  foveas  tua  regna  fub  umbris ; 
Me  famulum  jadabo  D  e  i,  &  venerando  capeflam 
Jufla  lubens,  fummas  meritis  qui  pofTidet  arces. 
Sed  regem  Te  vincla  manent,  fed  Carcer  Averno. 
Meque  fuga  reducem  memoras  ?     En  quas  tibi  porto 
Dona  redux,  criftam  audacem  quo  digner  honore ! 

Haec  memorans,  validis  molitur  viribus  ictum 
Sublimem,  qui  praecipiti  fe  turbine  atrocem 
Impulit  in  Satance  criftam.     Non  umbo  ruinam 


Unjuftly  thou  deprav'ft  it  with  the  name 
Of  Servitude,  to  ferve  whora  God  ordains, 
Or  Nature ;   God  and  Nature  bid  the  fame, 
When  he  who  rules  is  worthieft,  and  excels 
Them  whom  he  governs.     This  is  fervitude, 
To  ferve  th'  unwife,  or  him  who  hath  rebeird 
Againft  his  worthier,  as  Thine  now  ferve  Thee, 
Thy  felf  not  free,  but  to  thy  felf  inthrall'd ; 
Yet  lewdly  dar'ft  our  miniftriiig  upbraid. 


Reign  thou  in  Hell,  thy  Kingdom ;  let  Me  ferve 
In  Heav'n  God  ever  bleft,  and  his  Divine 
Behefts  obey,  worthieft  to  be  obey'd ; 
Yet  Chains  in  Hell,  not  Realms,  expedl :  mean  while 
From  Me  return'd,  as  erft  thou  faidft,  from  flight, 
This  gieeting  on  thy  impious  Creft  receive. 
So  faying,  a  noble  ftroke  he  Jifted  high, 
Which  hung  not,  but  fo  fwift  with  tempeft  fell 
On  the  proud  Creft  of  Satan,  that  no  fight 


Tari- 


264  L  I  B  E  R     S  E  X  T  U  S. 

Tantam  abigit ;   ncque  enim  contorti  fulmina  teli 
Aut  oculi  poterat  vigilis,  mentifve  volucris 
PraevenifTe  acies.     Tremuit,  denifque  recefllt 
Paflibus  horrendum  lapfans :   tum  poplite  tandem 
Innixum  duplicato  haftas  ingens  fuftinuit  Vis. 
Ceu  quondam  inclufi  terris  facto  impete  venti 
Aut  fluvii  erumpunt,  montemque  a  fedibus  imis 
Disjectum  late  avellunt ;  labat  ille  reclinis 
Pinifera  cervice  ruens.    Jam  Principe  pulfo 

1 

Perjuras  Stupor  in  turmas  cadit,  at  magis  imis 
iEftuat  ira  animis  :   noftras  hinc  laeta  Cohortes 
Tollunt  auguria,  &  bellandi  arrecta  cupido. 
Deinde  tubam,  Superis  quae  fumma,  fonare  Mkhaal 
Imperat;   Illa  alto  cceli  per  vafta  boatu 
Intonuit :   tum  fidae  Acies  uno  ore  Supremi 
Ingeminant  laudes  Patris,  exultantque  canentes. 
Nec  tamen  obtutu  lento  ftluere  Phalanges 
Adverfas ;  par  inde  fragor  fremitufque :    remugit 

Nor  motion  of  fwift  thought,  lefs  could  his  Shield,  fhout, 

Such  ruin  intercept.     Ten  paces  huge  Prefage  of  Viftory,  and  fierce  defire 

He  back  recoiPd ;  the  tenth,  on  bended  knee,  Of  Battle :  Whereat  Michael  bid  found 

His  mafly  Spear  upftaid  :  as  if  on  Earth  TV  Arch- Angel  trumpet ;  thro'  the  Vaft  of  Heav'n 

Winds  under  ground,  or  waters,  forcing  way  It  founded,  and  the  faithful  Armies  rung 

Sidelong,  had  pufiVd  a  Mountain  from  his  feat,  Hofanna  to  the  Higheft  :  nor  ftood  at  gaze 

Half  funk  with  all  his  Pines.     Amazement  feiz'd  The  adverfe  Legions,  nor  lefs  hideous  join'd 

The  Rebel  Thrones,  but  greater  rage,  to  fee  The  horrid  fhock.     Now  ftorming  fury  rofe, 

Thus  foiI'd  their  Mightieft  :    Ours  joy  n]l'd,  and  And  ckmour,  fuch  as  heard  in  Heav'n  till  now 

Hinc 
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Ilinc  atquc  liinc  furor,  &  fupcro  novus  orbc  tumultus. 

Collifis  liorrcndum  armis  Difcordia  faevit 

Rauca,  rudcns  immanc  ;   rotifquc  frementibus  ardens 

Clangor  atrox  bigarum  accenditur  sratarum. 

Dirus  inhorrcfcit  belli  fonor ;   igneus  imber 

Stridentum  increpitans  tclorum  dcfupcr  undat, 

Utraquc  curvatis  obtexens  agmina  flammis. 

Dumquc  adeo  ardenti  fub  fornice  praelia  mifcent 

Ambae  acies,  faevo  affultu  indomitoque  furore 

Infonuit  coelum  omne ;   &  tum  fi  terra  fuiflet, 

Terra  metu  attonito  fedes  trepidaffet  ad  imas. 

Tanta  ruentum  horrenda  cohors,  tam  multa  Seraphum 

Millia  concurrere  invicto  robore,  quorum 

Vel  minimus  correpta  manu  haec  Elementa  Plagafque 

Innumeras  facili  volvat  per  inane  rotatu. 

Quas  igitur  ccelo  ftrages  quantofque  tumultus 

Tantorum  junctae  herorum  tot  utrinque  Phalanges 

Mifcuerint ;   qua  non  turbaffent  aethera  mole 


Was  never :  Arms  on  Armour  clafhing  bray'd 
Horrible  difcord ;  and  the  madding  Wheels 
Of  brazen  Chariots  rag'd.:  dire  was  the  noife 
Of  confiitt  :  over  head  the  difmal  hifs 
Of  fiery  Darts  in  flaming  vollies  flew, 
And  flying  vaulted  either  Hoft  with  fire. 
So  under  fiery  Cope  together  rufiYd 
Both  Battles  main,  with  ruinous  affault 
And  inextinguifhable  rage  :  all  Heav'n 


Refounded ;  and  had  Earth  been  then,  all  Earth 
Had  to  her  Centre  fhook.     What  wonder?  when 
Millions  of  fierce  encountring  Angels  fought 
On  either  fide  ;  the  leaft  of  whom  could  wield 
Thefe  Elements,  and  arm  him  with  the  force 
Of  all  their  Regions  :  how  much  more  of  Pow'r 
Army  againft  Army  numberlefs  to  raife 
Dreadful  combuftion  warring,  and  diftuib, 
Though  not  deftroy,  their  happy  native  feat: 


L  1 
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Felicefque  domos  patrias ;   fumma  arduus  arce 
Ni  Pater  Omnipotens  animos  compreflerat  alto 
Imperio,  &  juftis  fraenarat  legibus  iras  ? 
Tot  numero  coiere,  ingentis  ut  agminis  inftar 
Qusque  foret  legio ;   tam  firmi  robore,  tanquam 
Dextra  omnis  vim  belligerae  legionis  haberet. 
Cunclorum  in  vultu  fpecies  regalis,  honofque 
Imperii ;   latuitque  omni  fub  milite  Duclor. 
Gnari  ftare  loco,  aut  adverfum  tendere  in  hoftem, 
Nunc  huc,  nunc  alio  tranflati  agitare  furoris 
Fulmina,  &  horrentes  oras  evolvere  belli. 
Indecori  dare  terga  fugze,  vel  cedere  retro 
Non  ulli  in  mentem  venit ;   non  umbra  timoris 
Ulla  per  immenfas  acies ;   fua  quifque  fibi  fpes, 
Tanquam  uno  ftaret  belli  fortuna  lacerto. 
Jamque  ineunt  laudes,  ccelique  per  atria  Gefta 
Glifcunt  innumera,  ac  fama  memoranda  perenni ; 
Late  etenim  bellum,  facie  neque  fasviit  una. 

Had  not  th'  Eternal  King  Omnipotent,  Of  Battle,  open  when,  and  when  to  clofe 

Fiom   His  ftrong  hold   of  Heav'n   high   over-  The  ridges  of  grim  War.     No  thought  of  flight, 

rul'd  None  of  retreat ;  no  unbecoming  deed 

And  limited  their  Might :  though  number'd  fuch,  That  argu'd  feax :  each  on  himfelf  rely'd, 

As  each  divided  Legion  might  have  feem'd  As  only  in  his  arm  the  moment  lay 

A  numerous  Hoft ;  in  ftrength  each  armed  hand  Of  Viftory.     Deeds  of  eternal  fame 

A  Legion  led  in  fight ;  yet  Leader  feem'd  Were  done,  but  infinite ;  for  wide  was  fpread 

Each  Warriour  fingle,  as  in  chief ;  expert  That  War,  and  various :  fometimes  on  firm  ground 

When  to  advance,  or  ftand,  or  turn  the  fway  A  ftanding  fight,  then  foaring  on  main  wing 

Nunc 
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Nunc  gaudcnt  pugnarc  folo,  nunc  ardua  pcnnis 
Moliri,  atque  omnes  vexarc  licentius  auras ; 
Turbidus  exundat  flammis  lu&antibus  iEther. 
Pugna  diu  trcpidans  librata  lance  pependit ; 
Dum  Satanas,  qui  multa  die  jactaverat  ifto 
Virtutis  monumenta,  Pari  haud  congrefliis  in  armis, 
Confpexit  tandem,  qua  fervidus  enfe  Michaal 
Prascipites  agitans  longe  lateque  Cohortes 
Stcrncret;    horrendum  manibus  vibrata  redu&is 
Defcendit  furibunda  acies,  atque  agmina  tota 
Vafta  dedit.     Caedem  Ille  ardens  cohibere,  volatu 
Abripitur  celeri,  clypeique  decemplicis  orbem 
Immenfum,  inconcufliim,  aeterno  adamante  rotundum, 
Objicit :   Adventante  Illo  celflfllmus  Heros 
JEthereus  magnos  claudebat  fponte  labores 
Lastior,  &  fuperos  fperans  finire  tumultus 
Hofte  triumphato  ingenti  vinclifque  fubadto, 
Torva  tuens,  vultuque  ferox  flammante  profatur : 

Tormented  all  the  Air ;  all  Air  feem'd  then  Wide-wafting  :  fuch  deftru&ion  to  withftand 

Conflifting  Fire.     Long  time  in  even  fcale  He  hafted,  and  oppos'd  the  rocky  Orb 

The  Battle  hung ;  till  Satan,  who  that  day  Of  ten-fold  Adamant,  his  ample  Shield, 

Prodigious  Pow'r  had  fhewn,  and  met  in  arms  A  vaft  circumference.     At  his  approach 

No  equal,  ranging  through  the  dire  attack  The  great  Arch-Angel  from  his  warlike  toil 

Of  fighting  Seraphim  confus'd,  at  length  Surceas'd ;  and  glad,  as  hoping  here  to  end 

Saw  where  the  Sword  of  Michael  fmote,  and  fell'd  Inteftine  war  in  Heav'n,  th'  arch-foe  fubdu'd, 

Squadrons  at  once ;  with  huge  two-handed  fway  Or  captive  drag'd  in  chains,  with  hoftile  frown 

Brandifh'd  aloft  the  horrid  edge  came  down  And  vifage  all  inflara'd,  firft  thus  began : 

L  1  2  Fon- 
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Fonfque  Paterque  Mali,  cernis  quo  turbine  bella, 
Nec  fuperas  memorata  prius  riec  nota  per  oras, 
Te  fervent  auctore,  invifa  atque  aipera  cunctis, 
Sorte  tibi  merita  miferifque  afperrima  turmis. 
Ut  placidam  Superum  pacem  fedefque  beatas 
Turbafti  ferus !    Ut  Naturam  indigna  gementem 
Prole  nova  attonitam  laceras !     Ut  millia  quondam 
Fidorum  infido  vitiafti  corda  veneno ! 
At  fandte  haud  iterum  fperes  difperdere  pacis 
Otia ;   Te  coelum  extirpans  agit  omnibus  oris, 
Pacis  amica  domus  ccelumj   nec  triftia  litis 
Murmura,  nec  patitur  truculenti  verbera  belli. 
Hinc  age;   Teque  Malum,  Sanguis  tuus,  ufque  fequatur 
Tartareas  fua  regna  domos :   ibi  jurgia  rauca 
Mifcebis,  dira  fremitum  ingeminante  Caterva. 
Vade  prius,  gladio  ultrici  quam  perfequar,  aut  quam 
Ipfius  ira  Dei  rapido  te  turbine  volvat 
Prascipitem,  ftimulifque  furens  immanibus  angat. 

Author  of  evil,  unknown  'till  thy  revolt,  To  trouble  holy  Reft :  Heav'n  cafts  thee  out 

Unnam'd  in  Heav'n,  now  plenteous,  as  thou  feeft  From  all  her  confines  :  Heav'n,  the  feat  of  blifs, 

Thefe  Acls  of  hateful  fttife ;  hateful  to  all,  Brooks  not  the  works  of  violence  and  war. 

Though  heavieft  by  juft  meafure  on  thy  felf,  Hence  then,  and  Evil  go  with  thee  along, 

And  thy  adherents :  how  haft  thou  difturb'd  Thy  offspring,  to  the  place  of  Evil,  Hell ; 

HeavVs  bleffed  peace,  and  into  Nature  brought  Thou  and  thy  wicked  Crew  :  there  mingle  broils ; 

Mifery,  uncreated  'till  the  crime  E'er  this  avenging  Sword  begin  thy  doom  ; 

Of  thy  Rebellion  ?  how  haft  thou  inftilPd  Or  fome   more   fudden   Vengeance   wing'd  from 
Thy  malice  into  thoufands,  once  upright  G  o  d 

And  faithful,  now  prov'd  falfe  ?  But  think  not  here  Precipitate  thee  with  augmented  pain. 

Vix 
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Vix  ea  Caelicolum  Princeps  j   cuin  talia  contra 
Moftis  atrox :   Ne  me  vanis  terrcrc  minarum 
Flatibus  incalTum  fperes,  qucm  Dextera  nunquam 
Terruit.     Ergo  fuga  indecori,  Te  urgentc,  meorum 
Terga  dcdit  minimus  ?     Siqui  ceciderc,  refurgunt 
Indomiti.     Meque  ampullis  &  fulminc  inani 
Verborum  turbare  putas  ?    Spes  mitte  protervas. 
Haud  ita  fe  dirimet,  quam  Tu  mentitus  iniquam 
Appellas,  bene  nos  titulo  dignamur  honefto, 
Lis  augufta,  ingens.     Palmam  aut  referemus  ovantes, 
Viribus  aut  coelum  hoc  noftris  vertemus  in  ifta 
Tartara,  quae  vanus  memoras :   hic  candida  faltem 
Libertas  aderit,  fi  non  &  regna  fequantur. 
Vim  dextrae  interea  veftrae,  quae  maxima,  (&  Illum 
Adfcifcas,  fallb  omnipotens  qui  dicier  ambit) 
Non  fugimus :    quin  dudum  avidi  quaeiivimus  ultro. 

Finierant.     Pugnae  extemplo  fe  accingit  uterque 
Infandae  :    nam  qui  terrenis  talia  cceptis 

So  fpake  the  Prince  of  Angels :  to  whom  thus  That  ftrife  which  thou  call'ft  evil,  but  \ve  ftyle 

The  Adverfary  :  nor  think  thou  with  wind  The  ftrife  of  Glory  :  which  we  mean  to  win, 

Of  airy  threats  to  awe,  whom  yet  with  deeds  Or  turmhis  Heav'n  it  felf  into  the  Hell 

Thou  canft  not.    Haft  thou  turn'd  the  leaft  of  thefe  Thou  fableft  ;  here  however  to  dwell  free, 

To  flight  ?  or  if  to  fall,  but  that  they  rife  ]f  not  to  reign  :  mean  while  thy  utmoft  force,. 

Unvanquifh'd ;  eafier  to  tranfaft  with  me  And  join  Him  nam'd  Almighty  to  thy  aid, 

That   thou   ftiouldft  hope,    imperious,   and   with  Iflynot;  but  have  fought  thee  far,  and  nigh. 

threats  They  cnded  parle  ;  and  both  addrefs  for  fight 

To  chafe  me  hence  ?    Err  not  tliat  fo  fhall  end  Unfpeakable  :  for  who,  though  with  the  tongue 

AiTirni- 
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AfTimilem  ?   linguae  qua  vi,  quo  pingeret  apte 

Eloquio  Vox  ipforum  facunda  Seraphum  ? 

Magnos  tanta  Duces  infigniit  asmula  Virtus 

Divinas :   procero  habitu  geftuque  minaci 

Ambo  Diis  fimiles,  armis  coeleftibus  Ambo 

Induti,  dignique  manu  qui  maxima  cceli 

Imperia  aflererent.     Tum  defuper  igne  corufco 

Undantes  gladii  gyros  fublime  dederunt 

Terrificos,  geminique  adverfo  lumine  foles 

Fulfere  Umbones.     Juxta  imminet  anxius  Horror 

Eventum  grandem  expectans :    divifa  recedit 

Hinc  atque  hinc  Superorum  Acies,  vel  turbinis  auram 

Formidans ;   belli  rabies  qua  afperrima  dudum 

Saeviit,  ingenti  nunc  panditur  area  campo. 

Non  fecus  ac  (parva  ut  liceat  componere  magnis) 

Fcedere  Natura  rupto  fi  fidera  pugnent 

Sideribus,  geminique  adverfa  fronte  Planetae 

iEthere  concurrant  medio,  vultufque  malignos 

Of  Angels,  can  rclate?  or  to  what  things  Elaz'd  oppofite,  while  Expeilation  ftood 

Liken  on  Earth  confpicuous,  that  may  lift  In  horror :  from  each  hand  with  fpeed  retir'd, 

Human  imagination  to  fuch  height  Where  erft  was  thickeft  fight,  th'  Angelic  throng, 

Of  Godlike  Pow'r  ?    For  likeft  Gods  they  feem'd,  And  left  large  field,  unfafe  within  the  wind 

Stood  they,  or  mov'd  ;  in  ftature,  motion,  arms,  Of  fuch  commotion  :  fuch  as  to  fet  forth 

Fit  to  decide  the  Empire  of  great  Heav'n.  Great  things  by  fmall,  if  Nature's  concord  broke, 

Now  wav'd  their  fiery  Swords,  and  in  the  Air  Among  the  Conftellations  war  were  fprung, 

Made    horrid   Circles  ;     two    broad    Suns    their  Two  Planets,  rufhing  from  afpeft  malign 

Shidds  Of  fierceft  oppofition,  in  mid  sky 

Incen- 
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Inccndant,  trcpidofque  impingant  orbibus  orbes. 
Jamque  utriufque  manus  fublata  (armavit  utramque 
Vis  pasne  omnipotens)  alte  minitata  fuperbo 
Impete  vulnus  atrox,  plaga  quod  fimplice  pugnam 
Finiret.     Vigilique  oculo  fortique  lacerto 
Ambo  pares:   valido  fed  praeftitit  enfe  Michaal\ 
Ipfa  D  e  1  hunc  dederant  Armamentaria,  mira 
Materie  fabricatum  opus,  ut  nec  acuta  ruenti 
Nec  folida  obftarent :   SatancR  ruit  acer  in  enfem 
Declivi  venientem  acie,  mediumque  refringit ; 
Nec  mora,  quin  celeri  redit  orbe  rotatus,  &  Ipfum 
Tranfadigit,  dextrumque  latus  mucrone  recludit. 
Tum  primum  Satanas  acrem  fenfiffe  dolorem 
Teftatus,  tortufque  fremens  huc  flexit  &  illuc 
Obliquos ;    tam  diro  immanis  vulnere  mucro 
Hauferat :    at  coitu  fubito  miroque  recurfu 
Protinus  aethereae  rediere  in  priftina  partes. 
Sed  vafto  erumpens  manarat  rivus  hiatu 

Should  combajt,    and  their  jarring  fpheres  con-      Nor  folid  might  refift  that  edge.     It  met 

found.  The  Sword  of  Satan,  with  fteep  force  to  fmite 

Together  both  with  next  to  Almighty  Arm  Defcending,  and  in  ha]f  cut  ftieer;  nor  ftaid, 

Uplifted  imminent,  one  ftroke  they  aim'd  Eut  with  fwift  wheel  reverfe,  deep  entring,  fhar'd 

That  might  determine,  and  not  need  repeat,  All  his  right  fide.     Then  Satan  firft  knew  pain, 

As  not  of  pow'r  at  once  :  nor  odds  appear'd  And  writh'd  him  to  and  fro  convolv'd  ;  fo  fore 

In  might,  or  fwift  prevention :   but  the  fword  The  griding  fword  with  difcontinuous  wound 

Of  Micbael,  from  the  Armory  of  God  Pafs'd  thro'  him  :  but  th'  Ethereal  fubftance  clos'd, 

Was  giv'n  him  temper'd  fo,  that  neither  keen  Not  long  divifible ;  and  from  the  gafh 
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Nectareus,  qualis  Ca^leftibus  effluit  humor, 
Sanguinis  in  morem,  radiantiaque  inquinat  arma. 
Undique  ad  auxilium  concurfum  eft :   multa  potentum 
Feftinat  Procerum  manus,  immenfaque  corona 
Circumftant  regale  latus;   Pars  deinde  levatum 
Subjectis  referunt  fcutis,  curruque  reponunt 
Bellantum  procul  ordinibus  trepidoque  tumultu. 
Ille  autem  horrendum  frendens  torquetur ;   adurit 
Cordis  ad  ima  Pudor,  miftoque  Infania  Luctu. 
Vim  fibi  non  prorfum  indomitam,  oftentataque  tela 
Jam  contufa  videt ;   feque  Omnipotente  minorem 
Indignans,  ftomacho  multum  obluctante,  fatetur. 
At  cito  convaluit ;   cundtis  nam  partibus  aeque 
iEthereas  infufa  Animas  agit  integra  Vita, 
Non,  Hominum  ritu,  cerebrum,  renes,  jecur  aut  cor 
Fixa  tenet :   neque  enim  pereunt,  ni  forte  recedant 
In  nihilum,  nec  texto  unquam  lethale  fluenti 
Excipiunt  vulnus ;   divulfa?  &  fponte  recurrunt 


A  ftream  of  neftarous  humor  ifluing  flow'd, 
Sanguin,  fuch  as  celeftial  Sphits  may  bleed, 
And  all  his  Armour  ftain'd,  e'er  while  fo  bright. 
Forthwith  on  all  fides  to  his  aid  was  run 
By  Angels  many  and  ftrong,  who  interpos'd 
Defenfe  ;  while  others  bore  him  on  their  fhields 
Back  to  his  chariot,  where  it  ftood  retir'd 
From  off  the  files  of  war :  there  they  him  laid 
Gnafhing  for  anguilh  and  defpite  and  fliame 


To  find  himfelf  not  matchlefs,  and  his  pride 

Humbled  by  fuch  rebuke,  fo  far  beneath 

His  confidence  to  equal  God  in  pow'r. 

Yet  foon  he  heal'd  ;  for  Spirits  that  live  through- 

out 
Vital  in  every  part,  not  as  frail  Man 
In  Entrails,  Heart  or  Head,  Liver,  or  Reins, 
Cannot  but  by  annihilating  die : 
Nor  in  their  liquid  textue  mortal  wound 
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Particulac,  ut  liquidus  fiquando  fcinditur  Acr. 
Cor  toti,  totiquc  Caput,  Vis  vivida  toti 
Evadunt,  jactatquc  omnes  Pars  fingula  fenfus ; 
Membra  quoque  &  formas  varias,  variofque  colores 
Adfcifcunt  iibi  quifque,  ut  fert  fua  cuique  voluntas. 

Parte  alia  interea  fe  fortia  facta  ferebant 
Nec  memoranda  minus,  qua  Vis  Gabrialis  atroci 
Milite  perrupit  late  denfata  Molochi 
Agmina ;    Rex  illum  minitanti  fronte  Molochus 
Tracturum  rapido  axe,  manus  poft  terga  revinctum, 
Jaclarat  dudum  increpitans,  nec  numine  ab  ipfo 
Sacrilegam  abftinuit  linguam  fcelerataque  dicta. 
Nec  longum,  medium  ufque  finum,  per  colla,  per  armos, 
DiffifTus,  dolor  urget  enim  vefanus  &  exfpes, 
Fugit  acerba  ululans,  fra&ifque  inglorius  armis. 
Haud  procul  hinc  Raphaal  geminis  atque  Urial  alis 
Grandia  pollicitos  hoftes  domitabat  Uterque, 
Adramelam  hic,  ille  Afmodeum^  prasftantibus  ambos 

Receive,  no  more  than  can  the  fluid  Air :  Of  Mokc,  furious  King,  who  him  defy'd, 

All  Heart  they  live,  all  Head,  all  Eye,  all  Ear,  And  at  his  Chariot  wheels  to  drag  him  bound 

AU  Intelleft,  all  Senfe;  and  as  they  pleafe,  Threaten'd ;  nor  from  the  Holy  One  of  Heav'n 

They  limb  themfelves ;    and  colour,   fhape  and  Refrain'd  his  tongue  blafphemous :  but  anon 

fize  Down  cloven  to  the  waift,  with  lhatter'd"Arms 

AJTume,  as  likes  them  beft,  condenfe  or  rare.  And  uncouth  pain  fled  bellowing.    On  each  wing 

Mean  while  in  other  parts  like  deeds  deferv'd  Uriel  and  Rapbael,  his  vaunting  foe 

Memorial,  where  the  might  of  Gabriel  fought,  Though  huge,  and  in  a  Rock  of  Diamond  Arm'd, 

And  with  fierce  Enligns  pierc'd  the  deep  array  VanquifiVd,  Jdramelec,  and  Afmodai, 

M  m  Fulgen- 
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Fulgentes  fceptris,  penitufque  adamantina  faxa 
Indutos,  quondam  fibi  nomina  fancta  Deorum 
AfTerere  audentes  j  nunc  inferiora  fecuti 
Poplitibus  fugiunt  timidis,  fractifque  reportant 
Loricis  pedtus  lacerum  &  deformia  membra. 
Nec  vero  oblitus  turmas  vexare  rebelles 
Abdiah,   at  fubito  geminati  verberis  icl:u 
Arrial  Arriochufque  ruunt  j   ruit  &  Ramialis 
Effera  Vis,  faevoque  fremens  amburitur  igni. 
Mille  adeo  heroum  percurrere  nomina  poflem, 
Et   ervanda  diu  terrenis  tradere  faftis ; 
Sed  juvenum  leclorum  Animas  fat  fama  per  oras 
Evehit  aethereas,  hominum  nil  laudis  egentes : 
Caetera  turba  potens  bello  geftifque  fuperbis 
Quanquam  avidi  iitiant  decus ;   at  cceleftibus  olim 
Nomina  pe&oribus  fanclifque  erafa  tabellis 
Involvent  piceo  taciturna  filentia  velo. 
Namque  Fides  fi  pura  aberit,  fi  candida  Veri 

Two  potent  Thrones,  that  to  be  lefs  than  Gods  Eternize  here  on  Earth ;  but  thofe  eleel 

DifdainM ;   but  meaner  thoughts  learn'd  in  their  Angels,  contented  with  their  fame  in  Heav'n, 

flight,  Seek  not  the  praife  of  men :  the  other  fort, 

Mangled  with  ghafkly  wounds  thro'  Plate  and  Mail.  In  might  though  wondrous  and  in  Afts  of  War, 

Nor  ftood  unmindful  Abdiel  to  annoy  Nor  of  Renown  lefs  eager,  yet  by  doom 

The  Atheifl  crew ;  but  with  redoubled  blow,  CancePd  from  Heav'n,  and  facred  memory, 

Ariel,  and  Arioe,  and  the  violence  Namelefs  in  dark  oblivion  let  them  dwell. 

Of  Ramiel,  frorch'd  and  blafted,  overthrew.  For  Strcngth  from  Truth  divided,  and  from  Juft, 

I  might  ielate  of  thoufands,  and  their  names  Illaudable,  nought  merits  but  difpraife, 
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Simplicitas,  folum  Vis  illaudata  mcrctur 
Opprobrium  ;   Iongamque  pctit  dum  criminc  famam, 
Dignius  aitcrnis  prcmitur  damnata  tenebris. 

Jamque  adeo  domitis  Primoribus  acta  frequcnti 
Incurfu  miferas  laxarant  Agmina  turmas, 
Et  Terror  fubit  informis,  turpifque  Tumultus. 
Omne  folum  late  laceratis  fternitur  armis, 
Turmatimque  aurigae  una  currufque  voluti, 
Quadrupedefque  jacent  efflantes  naribus  ignem. 
Quae  ftetit  in  Satance  turmis,  ftetit  aegra  gravifque, 
LalTa  manus  bello,  &  fractis  fuccurrere  rebus 
Nefcia  ;   vel  trepidans,  pallentique  icta  timore 
Fugit  iners ;   tum  primum  iniit  languentia  pallens 
Corda  timor,  dirae  fcedata  libidine  Noxae, 
Ante  fugae  imbellis,  fevique  ignara  doloris. 
Longe  aliter,  firmo  quadratis  ordine  turmis, 
Urget  fandla  Phalanx  iter,  illaeiifque  fub  armis 
Progreditur  fecura,  nec  ulli  obnoxia  telo. 

And  ignominy ;  yet  to  glory  afpires,  0'er-wearied,  thro'  the  faint  Satanic  Hoft, 

Vain-glorious,  and  through  infamy  feeks  fame  :  Defenfive  fcarce ;  or  vvith  pale  fear  furpriz'd, 

Therefore  eternal  filence  be  their  doom.    [fwerv'd,  Then  firft  with  fear  furpriz'd,  and  fenfe  of  pain, 

And  now   their  Mightieft  que!l'd,   the  battle  Fled  ignominious :  to  fuch  evil  brought 

With  many  an  inrode  gor'd  ;  deformed  rout  By  fin  and  difobedience  ;  till  that  hour, 

EnterM,  and  foul  diforder  :  all  the  ground  Not  liable  to  fear,  or  flight,  or  pain. 

With  fhiver'd  Armour  ftrown,  and  on  a  heap  Far  otherwife  th'  inviolable  Saints, 

Chariot  and  Charioteer  lay  overturn'd,  In  Cubic  Phalanx  firm,  advanc'd  entire, 

And  fiery  foaming  Steeds :  what  ftood,  recoird  Invulnerable,  impenetrably  arm'd : 
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Scilicet  has  infudit  opes  virefque  fecundas 
Nil  confcire  fibi,  nulli  fuccumbere  noxae : 
Extulit  indomitos  Vis  indefefTa ;    nec  ictiis 
Hoftilis,  fi  forte  loco  violentia  paulum 
Expulerit,  ftimulis  poterant  aut  vulnere  laedi. 

Jamque  vices  referens  folitas  Nox  pace  fequeftra, 
Compreffo  armorum  trifti  clangore,  ferenas 
Induxit  tenebras  &  amica  filentia  coelo. 
Protinus  offufis  condunt  fe  fponte  fub  umbris 
Vidlores  fimul  &  Victi :   fua  caftra  Michaal 
Per  campos,  qua  belli  ingens  fkgraverat  zeftus, 
Siftit  ovanjs ;   laetamque  aciem  excubiafque  Cherubum 
Difponit;   procul  in  tenebras  perjura  remorat 
Agmina  fecretus  Satanas ;   lentaeque  quietis 
Nefcius,  ad  fubitum  Proceres  de  nodle  coactos 
Concilium  ciet,  impavidoque  haec  ore  profatur : 

O  vere  indomita,  &  magnis  fpectata  periclis 
Pedora,  diledi  Comites!     Pulcherrima  tantis 

Such  high  advantages  their  innocence  Viflor,  and  VanquiihM.     On  the  foughten  field, 

Gave  them  above  their  foes,  not  to  have  finn'd,  Micbael  and  his  Angels  prevalent 

Not  to  have  difobey'd ;  in  fight  they  ftood  Encamping,  plac'd  in  Guard  their  Watches  round, 

Unwearied,  unobnoxious  to  be  pain'd  Cherubic  waving  fires :  on  th'  other  part, 

By  wound ,    tho'  from    their   place    by   violence  Satan  with  his  rebellious  difappear'd, 

mov'd.  Far  in  the  dark  diflodg'd;  and  void  of  reft, 

Now  Night  her  courfe  began,  and  over  Heav'n  His  Potentates  to  council  call'd  by  night; 

Inducing  darknefs,  grateful  truce  impos'd,  And  in  the  midll  thus  undifmay'd  began  : 
And  filence,  on  the  odious  din  of  War.  O  now  in  danger  try'd,  now  known  in  Arms 

Under  her  doudy  covert  both  retir'd,  Not  to  be  overpowr'd,  Companions  dear, 
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Libertas  meritis  non  fufficit  una,  fcd  ingens 
Gloria,   (quod  magis  ardemus,)  fcd  fama,  gravifquc 
Imperii  decora  alta  ;    die  qui  fortiter  una 
Pcrtulimus,  quos  nulla  dics  non  ferre  valentcs 
Cernet,  quodcunque  irarum  devolvcrat  alto 
Caslicolum  Rex  ifte  throno,  nos  frangere  inultos 
Nil  dubitans,  penitufque  jugo  calcare  fubactos. 
Res  aliter  cccidit :   mens  Illi  incerta  futuri 
Nofcitur  hinc  liquido,  licet  olim  cundta  tueri 
Credidimus.     Nos  arma,  efto,  leviora  gerentes 
Damnum  aliquod  tenue  experti,  ignotumque  dolorem 
Hadtenus ;   at  notus  contemnitur :   Hasc  ita  noftrum. 
Ignea  Vis  fecura  Mali,  nec  morte  domanda, 
Emicat ;   &  vulnus  fiquando  acceperit,  ultro 
Ipfa  cicatricem  fovet,  ac  fibi  fola  medetur. 
Ergo  erit  huic  tenui  medicina  facillima  damno ; 
Quin  pugna  fortaffe  alia  graviora  juvabunt 
Telorum  auxilia,  &  fabricata  potentius  Arma, 


Found  worthy  not  of  Liberty  alone, 

Too  mean  pretence  j   but,  what  \ve  more  affecl, 

Honour,  Dominion,  Glory,  and  Renovvn ; 

Who  have  fuftain'd  one  day  in  doubtful  fight 

(And  if  one  day,  why  not  eternal  days  ?) 

What  Heaven's  Lord  hath  powerfulleft  to  fend 

Againft  us  from  about  his  Throne,  and  judg'd 

SufBcient  to  fubdue  us  to  his  will, 

But  proves  not  fo  :  then  fallible,  it  feems, 

Of  future  we  may  deem  Hlm,  though  tiJl  now 


Omnifcient  thought.     True  is,  lefs  firmly  arm'd, 

Some  difadvantage  we  indur'd,  and  pain 

'Till  now  not  known;  but  known,  as  foon  con- 

temn'd ; 
Since  now  we  find  this  our  Empyreal  form 
Incapable  of  mortal  injury, 
Imperifhable  ;  and  though  pierc'd  with  wour.d, 
Soon  clofing,  and  by  native  vigour  heal'd. 
Of  evil  then  fo  finall,  as  eafy  think 
The  remedy :  perhaps  more  valid  Armt, 

In 
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In  melius  quse  nos  rcferant,  hoftefque  refringant ; 
Viribus  aut  faltem  sequatos  in  bella  remittent, 
Quos  ftatuit  Natura  Pares.     Sin  altera  vanis 
Caufa  latens  fragiles  dederit  jactare  triumphos, 
Dum  valida?  hx  mentes,  dum  pe&ora  fana,  fub  auras 
Maturis  cito  conflliis  manifefta  feretur. 

Confedit.     Medio  furrexit  deinde  Senatu 
Nifrocus,  primo  Imperiorum  ex  ordine  ;   acerbam 
Teftatus  belli  rabiem,  laceraque  laborans 
CaiTide,  contufifque  armis ;   defeflus,  anhelans, 
Vix  tandem  aggreditur  fari,  atque  ita  nubilus  infit : 

O  Dominos  fruftrate  novos,  qui  jura  Deorum 
AfTeris  antiqua,  Sc  patrias  nos  ducis  ad  arces ! 
At  durus  labor  ille  Deis  ac  pondus  iniquum 
Contigit,  imparibus  telis  obftare  dolentes 
Hoftibus  ufque  adeo  intactis,  quos  nulla  doloris 
Vis  penetrat,  fenfufve  acie  perftringit  acuta. 
Ingruit  hinc  certum  exitium ;   quid  enim  armipotens  vis, 


Weapons  more  violent,  when  next  we  meet, 
May  ferve  to  hetter  us,  and  worfe  our  foes : 
Or  equal  what  between  us  made  the  odds, 
In  nature  none.     If  other  hidden  caufe 
Left  them  fuperior,  while  we  can  preferve 
Unhurt  our  minds,  and  underftanding  found, 
Due  fearch  and  confultation  will  difclofe. 

He  fat :  and  in  th'  affembly  next  upftood 
Ni/ror,  of  Principalities  the  prime  ; 
As  one  he  ftood  efcap'd  from  cruel  fight, 


Sore  toil'd,  his  riven  .Arms  to  havoc  hev.n  ; 
And  cloudy  in  afpect  thus  anfwering  fpake. 

Deliverer  from  new  Lords,   Leader  to  free 
Enjoyment  of  our  right,  as  Gods;  yet  hard 
For  Gods,  and  too  unequal  work  we  find, 
Againfl  unequal  arms  to  fight  in  pain, 
Againft  unpain'd,  impaffive  ;  from  which  evil 
Ruin  muft  needs  enfue.     For  what  avails 
Valour   or  ftrength,    tho'  matchlefs,   quelTd  with 
pain 
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Quid  virtus  fuprcma  valct,  fi  durus  adurgct 
Omnia  qui  domitat  dolor,  &  fortiflima  laxat 
Brachia  ?    Si  tantum  fugcrct  fublata  Voluptas, 
Haud  quidquam  quereremur ;   at  alta  pacc  quietum 
Pccloribus  placidis  ageremus  molliter  avum. 
Sed  grave  tormentum  Dolor,  omnigenumque  malorum 
Extremum  eft,  quod  nec  Patientia  vinccre  norit. 
Hinc  fiquis  tclum  afperius,  quod  vulnerct  hoftes 
Haclenus  illaefos,  nofve  armet  viribus  aequis, 
Inveniat ;   titulis  decet  hunc  cumulare,  laborum 
Ante  alios  laetum  longe,  artificemque  falutis. 

Cui  Satanas  vultu  refpondit  deinde  fereno : 
En  Ego,  quae  merito  noftris  felicia  coeptis 
Evehis,  explorata  feram  fperantibus  auctor. 
Quis  ver6  aethereum  late,  quo  fiftimur,  aequor 
Perluftrans,  fpatia  haec  coeli  diffufa  beato 
Undique  circuitu,  plantifque  &  frugibus  aucta, 
Floribus  ambrofiis,  gemmis  radiantia  &  auro ; 


Which  all  fubdues,  and  makes  remifs  the  hands 
Of  Mightieft  i    Senfe  of  pleafure  we  may  well 
Spare  out  of  life  perhaps,  and  not  repine  ; 
But  live  content,  which  is  the  calmeil  life. 
But  Pain  is  perfect  mifery,   the  worft 
Of  evils ;   and  exccflive,  overturns 
AU  patience.     He  who  therefore  can  invent 
With  what  more  forcible  we  may  offend 
Our  yet  unwounded  Encmies,  or  arm 


Our  felves  with  like  defence,  to  me  deferves 
No  lefs  than  for  deliverance  what  we  owe. 

Whereto,  with  look  compos'd,  Satan  rep!y'd, 
Not  uninvented  that,  which  thou  aright 
Believ'ft  fo  main  to  our  fuccefs,  I  bring. 
Which  of  us  who  beholds  the  bright  furface 
Of  this  Ethereous  mould,  whereon  we  ftand, 
This  continent  of  fpacious  Heav'n,  adorn'd 
WithPlant,Fruit,Flow'rAmbrofia],,GemsiatdGi>!d; 
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Quis  tam  praecipiti  percurrat  talia  velox 
Lumine,  ut  abftrufos  antris  terreflribus  ortus 
Nefcierit,  denfa  in  caligine  Materiai 
Semina  cruda,  intus  tacitis  ferventia  venis 
Spumea ;   dum  jubare  aethereo  radiifque  recocla 
Maturis,  liquidas  pandant  fpeclacula  luci? 
Scilicet  obfcuris  penetralibus  ifta  Profundum 
Ultro  Tartareas  concedet  prodiga  flammas: 
Quas  longis  inferta  tubis,  uteroque  rotundo 
Denfius  agglomerata,  ignis  mox  percita  tadtu, 
Parte  alia  expandant  vires,  &  rauca  boatu 
Fulmineo  peftem  adverfis  circum  undique  fundant 
Agminibus.     Tanto  nil  fefe  impune  fragori 
Obtulerit ;    metuentque  Hoftes,  Nos  unica,  queis  fe 
Jaclaret,  trepido  tela  extorfiffe  Tonanti. 
Nec  labor  hic  diuturnus  erit :    prms  alma  ferenos 
Quam  radios  Lux  extulerit,  faufta  Exitus  ingens 
Vota  coronabit.     Quin  tollite  corda,  timores 

Whofe  Eye  fo  fuperficially  furveys  Thick-ramm'd,  at  th'  other  bore  with  touch  of  fire 

Thefe  things,  as  not  to  mind  from  whence  they  grow  Dilated  and  infuriate,  fhall  fend  forth 

Deep.  undcr  ground,  materials  dark  and  crude,  From  far  with  thund'ring  noife  among  our  foes 

Of  fpiritous  and  fiery  fpume  ;  till  touch'd  Such  implements  of  mifchief,  as  fhall  dafh 

With  Heaven's  ray,  and  temper'd,  they  fhoot  forth  To  pieces  and  o'erwhelm  whatever  ftands 

So  beauteous,  op'ning  to  the  ambient  light  ?  Adverfe  :  that  they  fhall  fear  we  have  difarmM 

Thefe  in  their  dark  nativity  the  Deep  The  Thunderer  of  his  only  dreaded  Bolt. 

Shall  yield  us,  pregnant  with  infernal  flame :  Nor  long  fhall  be  our  labour ;  yet  e'er  dawn, 

Which  into  hollow  Engins,  long  and  round,  Effett  fhall  end  our  wifh.     Mean  while  revivej 

Mittite ; 
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Mittite  ;    Confilio  cft  nobis  Vis  addita  :    Tantis 
Nil  non  fpcrare  Aufpicibus,  nil  vinccrc  non  cft. 

Finicrat ;    vircfque  novas  languentibus  addunt 
Pcdtoribus,  rcvocantque  animis  fpem  verba  caducis. 
Invcntum  mirati  omnes,  mirantur  &  ipfos 
Haud  prius  invenifle  ;    adco  facile,  arte  reperta, 
Apparet,  quod  confieri  vcl  pofle  negarint 
Inta&um  ;    aft  odio  ardenti  venientibus  annis 
Forte  tua  nafcetur  origine,  qui  Ducis  amens 
Tartarei  auxiliis  fibi  talia  peftifer  arma 
Extundet,  fontes  infeftatura  nepotes, 
Heu  nimis  in  csedes  &  mutua  vulnera  pronos ! 

Exin  concilii  miflis  fermonibus  omnes 
Grande  avidi  fe&antur  opus,  properantque  volantes. 
At  manus  innumera  agminibus,  mora  nulla,  refertis 
Invertit  coelefte  fblum,  atque  ibi  femina  rerum 
Confpicit  imperfec~la,  rudifque  exordia  prima 
Naturae ;   fpumas  Nitrique  &  Sulphuris  una. 

Abandon  fear;  to  ftrcngth  and  counfel  join'd  Some  one  intent  on  rnifchief,  or  infpir*d 

Think  nothing  hard,  much  lefs  to  be  defpair'd.  With  dev'lifh  machination,  might  devife 

He  ended;  and  his  words  their  drooping  chear  Like  inftrument,  to  plague  the  fons  of  men- 

Enlighten'd,  and  their  languifh'd  hope  reviv'd.  For  fin,  on  war  and  mutual  flaughter  bent. 
Th'  invention  all  admir'd,  and  each,  how  He  Forthwith  from  Council  to  tlie  work  they  flew, 

To  be  th'  inventor  mifs'd ;  fo  eafy  it  feem'd  None  arguing  ftood  :  innumerable  hands 

Once  found,  which  yet  unfound  moft  would  have  Were  ready ;  in  a  moment  up  they  turn'd 

thought  Wide  the  Celeftial  foil ;  and  faw  beneath 

Impoffible.     Yet  haply  of  thy  Race  Th'  originals  of  Nature  in  their  crude 

In  truture  days,  if  Malice  fhould  abound,  Conception  :  Sulphurous,  and  Nitrous  Foam 

N  n  Inven- 
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Inventas  rnifcet ;   miraque  fagacius  arte 
Concoquit  ac  torret  domitans,  redigitque  fubadlas.. 
Pulveris  in  fragilem  nigra.  ferrugine  formam : 
Tum  bene  conftructis  premitur  fervandus  acervis. 
Pars  venas  lapidumque  metallorumque  latentes 
(At  tua  nec  tellus  diverfa  his  vifcera  condit) 
Effodiunt;   unde  horrendos  fundantur  in  ufus 
Machina  multa,  globique,  &  miililis  arma  ruinae. 
Ignitum  interea  calamum  Pars  altera  quaerunt 
Flammas  terrifico  celerem  fuccendere  tactn. 
Hos  adeo  Artifices,  nondum  alma  luce  renata, 
Fraudibus  occultis  per  opaca  filentia  cautos 
Perfeclum  componere  opus  Nox  confcia  vidit. 

Ut  rofeis  exorta  comis  Aurora,  refurgunt 
Victrices  Superum  turmae,  dum  voce  canora 
Arre&as  tuba  matutina  cieret  ad  arma. 
Omnibus  arma  micant  procul  aurea  ;   tota  relucet 
Auro  acies,  rutilafque  cito  ftruit  ordine  turmas. 

They  found,  they  mingled,  and  with  fubtle  Art  So  all  e'er  day-fpring,  under  confcious  Night, 

Concofted  and  adulled  they  reduc'd  Secret  they  finiJliM,  and  in  order  fet, 

To  blackeit  grain,  and  ir.to  ftorc  convey'd.  With  filent  circumfpeftion,  unefpy'd. 
Part  hidden  veins  digg'd  up  (nor  hath  this  Earth  Now  when  fair  MornOrient  in  Heav'n  appear'd, 

Entrails  unlike)  of  Mineral  and  Stone;  Up  rofe  the  Viftor  Angels,  and  to  Arms 

Whereof  to  found  their  Engins,  and  their  Balls  The  matin  Trumpet  fung :  in  Arms  they  ftood 

Of  uiiffive  ruin  :  Part  incentive  Reed  Of  Golden  Panoply,  refulgent  Hoft, 

Provide,  pemicious  with  one  touch  to  fire.  Soon  banded.     Others  from  the  dawning  Hills 

Purpu- 
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Purpurcis  alii  dc  montibus  acrc  tucntcs 
Intcndunt  pcr  inanc  oculos ;    lcvibufquc  fub  armis 
Exploratores  eampofque  8c  littora  luftrant 
Omnia,  iiqua  hoftem  poflcnt  fpeclare  rcmotum, 
Quoc  loca,  quas  caperet  tcnebras ;    fin  bclla  minatus, 
Profcrrctne  pedem,  an  confiftcrct.     Ocius  Illum 
Agnofcunt  prope  jam  venicntem,  undantia  figna 
Jactantem  late,  &  tanta  fe  mole  moventem 
Ordinibus  firmis.     Tum  Zophial  alite  velo 
Se  revocans,  quo  non  velocior  ala  Cherubum 
Ulla  choris,  alta  fic  voce  per  oethera  clamat : 

Arma  citi,  rapite  arma,  Duces ;  jam  jamque  propinquat 
Hoftis,  quem  fugifle  rati ;  jam  nulla  fequendi 
Cura  manet.     Venit  Ipfe  ultro,  venit  efFera  Nubes 
Dira  minans ;   fedet  immani  Fiducia  vultu, 
Indomitufque  Horror.     Tunicas  adamante  rigentes 
Quifque  fibi  valide  innectat,  galeafque  tenaces 
Adfigat ;   clypeorum  adftrictos  fortiter  orbes 

Look'd  round;  and  Scouts  each  coaft  light-armed     Came  flying,  and  in  mid  Air  aloud  thus  cryM. 

fcour,  Arm,  warriours,  arm  for  fight :  the  foe  at  hand, 

Each  quarter ;   to  defcry  the  diftant  foe,  Whom  fled  we  thought,  will  fave  us  long.  purfuit 

Where  lodg'd,  or  whither  fled,  or  if  for  fight,  This  day ;  fear  not  his  flight;  fo  thick  a  Cloud 

In  motion,  or  in  halt.     Him  foon  they  met  He  comes,  and  fettled  in  hii  face  I  fee 

Under  fpread  Enfigns  moving  nigh,  in  flow  Sad  refolution,  and  fecure.     Let  each 

But  firm  Battalion.     Back  with  fpeedieft  fail  His  Adamantine  Coat  gird  wcll,  and  each 

Zophiel,  of  Cherubim  the  fwifieft  wing,  Fit  well  his  Helm,  gripe  faft  his  orbcd  Shieid, 

N  n  2  Quif- 
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Quifque  premat ;   re&oque  obtutu  corpus  obumbret, 
Aut  fublime  ferat :    nec  enim  levis  ingruit  imber 
Ni  fallat  mens  vana ;   fed  igne  hamata  minaci 
Horrendam  per  inane  hiemem  jacula  afp'ra  ciebunt. 

Hos  adeo  hortatur  vigiles,  moniti  nec  egentes 
Ullius :    at  voci  parentes  ocius,  una 
Emicuere  leves,  tranquilloque  ordine  proni 
Compofita  tendunt  acie.     Nec  longius,  Hoftes 
En  veniunt  denfi.  ingentefque ;   &  pondere  tardo 
Quadratarum  occulta  cava  fub  fraude  phalangum 
Horrida  vix  tormenta  trahunt,  penitufque  nigrantem 
Undique  pilatis  texunt  legionibus  umbram. 
Tum  paulum  alterno  fe  contemplantur  utrinque 
Obtutu :   tandem  Satanas  ante  agmina  prima 
Prodiit,  haec  lingua  auditus  mandare  tonanti : 

Dividite,  &  dextra  lasvaque  evolvite  frontem, 
Prima  acies.     Videant  Hoftes,  quo  more  fequamur 
Compofitum  pacis  ftudium ;    quam  pectore  aperto 

Born  ev'n,  or  high;  for  this  day  will  pour  down,       Approaching  grofs,  and  huge;  in  hollov?  Cube 

If  I  conjcfture  ought,  no  drizling  fhowV,  Training  his  devilifh  enginry,  impal'd 

But  rattling  ftorm  of  arrows  barb'd  with  fire.  On  every  fide  with  fhadowing  Squadrons  decp, 

S6  W3rn'd  he  them,    aware   themfelves ;  and     To  hide  the  fraud.     At  interview  both  ftood 

foon  A  whilc;  but  fuddenly  at  head  appear'd 

In  order,  quit  of  all  impediment,  Satan ;  and  thus  was  heard  commanding  loud. 

Inftar.t,  without  difturb,  thcy  took  alarm,  Vanguard,  to  right  and  left  the  Front  unfold; 

And  onward  move  embauled  :  when  behold,  That  all  may  fee,  who  hate  us,  how  we  feek 

Not  diftant  far  with  lieavy  pace  the  Foe  Peace  and  compofure;  and  with  open  breaft 

Ultro 
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Ultro  ctiani  accipimus  faciles,  ni  oblata  rccufcnt 
Fcedera,  quod  dubito,  atquc  averfis  mcntibus  obflent. 
At  Te  tcftamur,  Ccclum,  &  teftabimur  olim, 
Quam  benc,  quod  noftrum  eft,  facimus.     Quin  jufla  parati 
Vos  agitc,  &  celeri  breviter  proponite  tac~lu 
Qua;  fcrimus ;   clareque  polo  repetantur  aperto. 
Has  fimul  ambiguo  ludens  fermonc  loquelas 
Finierat,  (ck  a  dextra  laevaque  redu&am 
Frons  fecat,  atque  acie  divifa  hinc  inde  recedit. 
Continuo  nova  fe  objiciunt  mirac'la ;    rotarum 
Lapfibus  impofita?  triplici  patuere  Columnse 
Ordine,  nam  forma.  referebant  rite  Columnas, 
Seu  quercus  duras  truncos,  five  abietis,  (olim  . 

Quos  nemora  aut  montes  inter  fcelerata  bipennis 
Straverat,  exueratque  comis)  ferro,  aere  rigenti 
Compoftae,  faxove ;   cavis  nifi  faucibus  alte 
Horror  hiaret  atrox,  vanafque  retexeret  ultro 
Inducias :   tum  cuique  aderat  poft  terga  Seraphas, 


Stand  ready  to  receive  them,  if  they  like 
Onr  overture,  and  turn  not  back  perverfe. 
But  that  I  doubt.     However  witnefs,  Heav'n, 
Hcav'n,  wimefs  thou  anon,  while  we  difcharge 
Frecly  our  part :  ye  who  appointed  itar.d, 
Do  as  you  have  in  charge,  and  briefly  touch 
What  we  propound,  and  loud,  that  all  may  hear. 

So  fcoffing  in  ambiguous  words,  he  fcarce 
17  id  ended  ;  when  to  right  and  Ieft  the  Front 
Divided,  and  to  ekher  Fiank  rctir'd : 


Which  to  our  eyes  difcoverM,  new  and  ftrang^, 
A  tiipie  mounted  row  of  pillars,  laid 
On  wheels  (for  like  to  Pillars  moft  they  feem'd, 
Or  hollow'd  bodies  made  of  Oak,  or  Fir, 
With    branches    lopt,    in   Wood   or    Mountain 

fell'd) 
Brafs,  Iron,  Stony  mold ;  had  not  their  mouths 
With  hideous  orifice  gap'd  on  us  vvide, 
Portending  hollow  truce :  at  each  behind 
A  Seraph  ftood,  and  in  his  hand  a  B-eed 

Et 
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Et  dextris  prafixa  igni  faliebat  arundo. 
Nos  animos  nunc  huc  dubios,  nunc  vertimus  illuc : 
Nec  longum ;   fubito  calamos  nam  quifque  vibratos 
Extulerunt  limul,  &  fimul  artta  foramina  tactu 
Perftrinxere  levi.     Tum  protinus  omne  rubentes 
Per  ccelum,  fumi  horrifica  caligine  mifta?,  . 
Volvuntur  flamirae,  tormentorum  ore  cavorum 
Vafto  eruttatae ;   fonitu  quas  immane  boanti 
Aera  dilacerantque,  avulfaque  vifcera  rumpunt : 
Tartarea  ufque  adeo  ingluvie  ruit  incita  grando 
Ferrea,  fulmineique  globi,  &  connexa  catenis 
Spicula :   vi  rapida  hax  vi&xix  contorta  per  agmen 
Lapforum  vertere  pedes  trepidantibus  adtos 
Poplitibus,  quondam  immota  fe  mole  tenentum, 
Ceu  medio  rupes  pelago.     Sed  ftrata  ruebant 
Millia ;    turmatimque  Cherubum  Aciefque  Seraphum 
Volvuntur  ;   neque  &  ipfa  nocent  nihil  arma  caducis : 
Arma  nifi  haefiflent,  Animarum  evaferat  aura, 

Stood  waving  tipt  with  f.re  ;  while  we  fufpenfe  And  all  her  entrails  tore ;  difgorging  foul 

Collefted  ftood,  within  our  thoughts  amus'd :  Their  devilifti  glut,  chain'd  Thunderbolts,  and  Hai 

Not  long  ;  for  fudden  all  at  once  their  Reeds  Of  Iron  Globes :  which  on  the  Vi&or  Hoft 

Put  forth,  and  to  a  narrow  vent  apply'd  LeveTd,  with  fuch  impetuous  fury  fmote, 

With  niceft  touch.     Immediate  in  a  flame,  That  whom  they  hit,  none  on  iheir  feet  might  ftand, 

But  foon  oblcur'd  with  fmoke,  all  Heav'n  appear'd,  Thov.gh  ftanding  elfe  as  Rocks;  but  down  they  fell 

From  thofe  deep  throated  Engins  belch'd,  whofe  By  thoulands,  Angcl  on  Arch-Angel  rolTd; 

roar  The  iboner  for  their  Arms.     Unarm'd  they  might 

Embowel'd  with  outragious  noife  the  Air,  Have  eafily,  as  Spirits,  evaded  fwift 

Elu- 
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Eludcns  facilivc  fuga,  formave  reduchi. 

Jam  fera  diverfos  clades  agit ;   at  nequc  quidquam 

Profuit,  ordinibus  dcnfas  laxare  cohortcs. 

Quid  faccrent?   contra  obnixis  nova  forte  rcpulfa 

Ingrueritj  cladefque  recens,  feque  acrius  hofti 

Ludibrium  fufi  dederint ;   namque  ordo  Seraphum 

Alter  adeft,  fimiles  manibus  jacularier  ignes 

Haud  fegnis,  rapidumque  iterum  devolvere  fulmen. 

Nec  tamen  indecori  domitis  difcedere  turmis 

Suftinuere  fuga.     Satanas  trepidantia  vidit 

Agmina,  &  his  ridens  dictis  affatur  Amicos : 

Quae  tandem  fiftit,  Socii,  quae  caufa  fuperbos 
Vi&ores?  haudpridem  animis  ardentibus  acres 
Proiiliere ;   aptis  ftetimus  nos  rite  parati 
Excipere  hofpitiis,  &  fronte  &  pectore  aperto. 
Miris  deinde  modis,  mutata  mente,  feruntur 
Prascipites,  tanquam  &  vellent  agitare  choreas ; 

By  quick  contra&ion,  or  rcmove :  but  now  And  to  his  Mates  thus  in  derifion  call'd. 

Foul  diffipation  follow'd,  and  forc'd  rout  j  O  Friends,  why  come  not  on  thefe  Viftors  proud? 

Nor  ferv'd  it  to  relax  their  ferried  Files.  Ere  while  they  fierce  were  coming,  and  when  we 

What  ihould  they  do  ?  if  on  they  ruuYd,  repulfe  To  entertain  them  fair  with  open  Front 

Repe.ued,  and  indecent  overthrow  And  Breaft,   (what  could  we  more  ?)  propoundei 

Doubled,  would  render  them  yet  more  defpis'd,  terms 

And  to  their  foes  a  lajghter :  for  in  view  Of  compofition,  ftrait  they  changM  their  minds, 

Stood  rank'd  of  Seraphim  anothcr  row,  Flew  off,  and  into  ftrange  vagahes  fell, 

In  pofture  to  difplode  their  fccond  Tire  As   they  would   dance  :    yet    foi   a  dance   they 

Cf  Thunder.     Back  defcatcd  to  return  feem'd 

They  worfe  abhorr'd.     Satan  beheld  their  plight,  Somewhat  estravagant  and  wild ;  perhsps 

Hoc 
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Hoc  forfan  fuafere  oblatae  gaudia  pacis. 

Nos  ii  iterum  audierint,  ipfi  ultro  fcedera  quaerent. 

Tum  contra  Belus,  fimili  fermone  facetus : 
Quam  nos  protulimus,  Dux  maxime,  ponderis  in  fe 
Tantum  habuit  Ratio,  ut  multos  contunderet,  omnes 
Sufpenfofque  animis  paulum  attonitofque  teneret : 
Quod  bene  ni  fteterint,  vaga  vix  veftigia  fiftent. 

Haec  illi  inter  fe  lepido  fermone  ferebant 
Pectoribus  laeti  tumidis,  certaque  triumphum 
Spe  praelibantes :    adeo  omnipotentia  tela 
Temnebant,  vano  audentes  fua  fulmina  faftu 
Fulminibus  cceli  aequare ;   aethereafque  catervas 
Ridebant,  dubia  ut  ftarent  formidine  capti. 
At  longum  haud  fteterunt :   animos  nova  fufcitat  ira, 
Tartareifque  adveria  furoribus  arma  miniftrat. 
Protinus  (en !   tantam  virtutem  &  robora  tanta 
Caelicolis  Deus  omnipotens  Heroibus  addit) 

For  joy  of  offer'd  peace  :  but  I  fuppofe,  So  they  among  themfelves  in  pleafant  vein 

If  our  Propofals  once  again  vvere  hcard,  Stood  fcof&ng,  heighten'd  in  their  thoughts  beyond 

We  ftiould  compel  them  to  a  quick  Rcfult.  All  doubt  of  Viftory  :  Eternal  Might 

To  whom  thus  Belial,  in  like  gamefome  mood  :  To  match  with  their  inventions  they  prefum'd 

Leader,  the  terms  we  fent  were  terms  of  Weight,  So  eafy,  and  of  His  Thunder  made  a  fcorn, 

Of  hard  Contents,  and  full  of  force  urg'd  home ;  And  all  His  Hoft  dcrided,  whilc  they  ftood 

Such  as  we  might  perceive  amus'd  them  all,  A  while  in  trouble  :  but  they  ftood  not  long; 

And  ftumbled  many  :  who  leceives  them  right,  Rnge  promptedthemat!ength,and  found  them  Arms 

Had  need  from  head  to  foot  well  underftand  ;  Againft  fuch  hellifh  mifchief  fit  t'  oppofe. 

Not  undcrftood,  this  gift  they  have  befides,  Forthwith  (behold  the  excellence,  the  pow'r 

They  (hcw  us  when  our  foes  walk  not  upright.  Which  God  hath  in  his  mighty  Angels  plac'd) 

Arma 
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Arma  levcs  raptim  abjiciunt,  montcfqnc  propinquos 
(Veftra  ctcnim  lajti  tcllus  imitamine  cccli 
Convallis  montifque  vices  variata  rcccpit) 
Accclerantquc,  volantquc,  citati  fulminis  alis 
Ocius :    inde  immota  diu  validis  juga  dextris 
Convellunt  imo  ex  fundamine ;   cum  nemore  omni, 
Cum  fcopulis  fluviifque  trahunt,  hirfutaque  prenfant 
Culmina.     Continuo  attoniti  impendere  Rebelles 
Saxa  jugis  avulfa  vident,  rupefque  fupinas. 
Nec  mora,  tergeminam,  tormenta  immania,  molem, 
Obruit  horrifico  defcendens  pondere  nimbus; 
Spefque  fimul  merfas,  &  multo  fub  monte  fepultse. 
Mox  fuper  ipforum  trepidantia  colla  vibrantur 
Ingentes  clivorum  apices ;   it  opaca  per  auras 
Tempeftas,  turmafque  ruit  refonantibus  armis. 
Arma  mali  ingeminant  rabiem,  atque  impacta  per  artus 
Horrentes,  fzevorum  alte  defixa  dolorum 
Dant  ftimulos :   crebris  fufpiria  luctibus  aegri 

■"fteir  Arms  away  they  threw;  and  to  the  Hills  The  bottom  of  the  mountains  upward  tum'd; 

(For  Earth  hath  this  variety  from  Heav'n,  'Till  on  thofe  curfed  Engins  triple  row 

Of  pleafure  fuuate  in  Hill  and  Dale)  They  faw  them  whelm'd,  and  all  their  confidencc 

Light  as  the  Lightning  glimpfe  they  ran,  they  flew ;  Under  the  weight  of  mountains  bury'd  deep  : 

From  their  foundations  loos'ning  to  and  fro,  Themfelves  invaded  next,  and  on  their  heads 

They  pluck'd  the  feated  Hills,  with  all  their  load,  Main  Promontories  flung,  which  in  the  air 

Rocks,  Waters,  Woods,  and  by  the  fliaggy  tops  Came  fliadowing,  and  oppreft  whole  Legipns  arm'd. 

Up-lifting  bore  them  in  their  hands.     Amaze,  Their  armour  help'd  their  harm,  crufh'd  in,  and 

Be  fure,  and  terror  feiz'd  the  rebel  Hoft,  bruis'd 

When  coming  towards  them  fo  dread  they  faw  Into  their  fubftance  pent,  which  wrought  them  pain 

O  o  Lenta 
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Lcnta  trahunt,  multoque  rotant  molimine  membra, 
Ut  trifti  expediant  fe  carcere :    Lumina  quondam 
Ignea,  felicefque  Anima? ;    nunc  crimine  longo 
Degeneres,  fcelerumque  infando  pondere  fegnes. 
Quin  eadem  fibi  tela,  hasc  demum  exempla  fecuti, 
Ipfi  etiam  rapiunt,  vicinaque  faxa  revellunt. 
Tum  montes  late  concurrunt  montibus  adti 
Turbine  terribili;   medio  fuper  aere,  vafta 
Terrarum  fub  mole,  gravi  pugnatur  in  umbra. 
Quin  fonitus  circum  diri  infernique  fragores 
Clarefcunt ;    ut  tam  infano  collata  furori 
Caetera  credideris  civiles  praelia  ludos : 
Ufque  adeo  cladem  ingeminans  ruit  horrida  clades. 
Jamque  fimul  vafti  cecidifTet  Regia  cceli, 
Ni  Pater  omnipotens,  fumma.  fecurus  in  arce, 
JEternas  qua  celfa  tenet  Sacraria  lucis, 
Abftrufos  rerum  eventus  longo  ordine  fervans, 
Viderat  haec  tacitus  fecum,   &  permiferat  ultro 

Implacable,  and  many  a  dolorous  groan;  Infernal  noife.     War  feem'd  a  civil  Game 

Long  ftrugling  underneath,  e'er  they  could  wind  To  this  uproar ;  horrid  confufion  heap'd 

Out  of  fuch  prifon :  though  Spirits  of  pureft  lighr,  Upon  confufion  rofe.     And  now  all  Heav'n 

Pureft  at  firft,  now  grofs  by  finning  grown.  Had  gone  to  wrack,  with  ruin  overfpread, 

The  reft,  in  imitation,   to  like  arms  Had  not  th'  Almighty  Father,  where  He  fits 

Eetook  them,  and  the  neighb'ring  hills  uptore  :  Shrin'd  in  His  Sanftuary  of  Heav'n  fecure, 

So  hills  amid  the  air  cncounter'd  hills,  Confulting  on  the  fum  of  things,  forefeen 

Hurl'd  to  and  fro  with  jacuktion  dire;  This  tumult,  and  permitted  all,  advis'd: 

That  under  ground  they  fought  in  difmal  fhade ;  That  His  great  purpofe  He  might  fo  fulfill, 

Hade- 
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Ilaclcnus,  Ut  Nati  dectu  illuftraret  inundli 
Hofte  triumphato  rcducis,  fua  numina  opefque 
Concilians :    Ipfum  folio  propiorc  fedentem 
His  dcindc  afTatus  di&is  fic  ora  refolvit : 

Cara  mihi  Soboles,  patrii  fulgoris  Imago, 
O  cui  fan&a  per  ora  palam  mea  Numina  cemi, 
Haud  alias  fpectanda,  patent ;   cui  Dextra  faceiTit 
Confiliis  decreta  meis ;    O  Altcra  Virtus 
Omnipotens :    Bini,  fuperis  numerantur  ut  oris, 
Prasteriere  Dies,  ex  quo  ftipata  Michaal 
Agmina  produxit  ccelo  domitura  rebelles 
Perjurorum  Acies.     Rabie  fera  pugna  tremenda 
Infremuit ;  quid  enim  tanti,  quid  mitius  Hoftes 
Praeftiterint,  fasvis  congrefti  cominus  armis? 
His  mea  nec  vires,  nec  Dextra  coercuit  Ulis ; 
Atque  pares,  nofti,  peperit  communis  origo  : 
iEthereumque  aliis  quanquam  laefere  vigorem 
Crimina,  degeneris  nondum  veftigia  labis 

To  honour  His  Anointed  Son,  aveng'd  Two  days,  as  We  compute  the  days  of  Heav'n, 

Upon  His  enemies,  and  to  declare  Since  Micbael  and  his  Pow'rs  went  forth_to  tame 
Ali  pow'r  on  Him  transferr'd :  whence  to  His  Son,     Thefe  difobedient :  fore  hath  been  their  fight, 

Th'  AfTeffor  of  His  Throne,  He  thus  began  :  As  likelieft  was,  when  two  fuch  foes  met  arm'd : 

Effuigence  of  My  Glory,  Son  belov'd,  For  to  themfelves  I  left  them  j  and  Thou  know'ft, 

Son,  in  whofe  face  invifible  is  beheld  Equal  in  their  Creation  they  were  form'd, 

Vifibly,  what  by  Deity  I  amf  Save  what  fin  hath  impair'd;  whichyet  hathwrought 

And  in  whofe  hand  what  by  Decree  I  do,  Infenfibly,  for  I  fufpend  their  doom : 

Second  Omnipotence  !  two  days  are  paft,  Whence  in  perpetual  fight  they  needs  muft  laft 

O  o  2  Magna 
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Magna  patent ;   quoniam  ventura  in  fata  refervo. 

Ergo  in  perpetuam  feriem  indefefla.  trahentur 

Praelia ;   nec  claudet  crefcentes  meta  labores. 

Sat  belli  exhauftum  eft,  fat  fraena  effufa  furori 

Indomito ;   ufque  adeo  immanes,  ceu  tela,  vibratos 

Eminus  intorquent  montes :   tremit  ardua  cceli 

Regia,  praecipitemque  horret  Natura  ruinam. 

Bini  praeteriere  dies ;   Tibi  Tertius  uni 

Traditur :   Hunc  Egomet  ftatui  Tibi,  talia  pafliis 

Te  folum  ut  decoret  finiti  Gloria  belli, 

Quod  folus  finire  potes.     Tibi  Gratia  noftro 

De  cornu  fluit  exundans  immenfaque  Virtus, 

Ut  videant,  qui  ccelum  habitant,  qui  tartara,  quantum 

Pramiteas  cun&is  unus ;   rabidofque  tumultus 

Ipfe  fupercilio  reprimens,  certiflimus  Haeres 

Hinc  pateas,  cceli  idem  Haeres,  Rex  arduus  idem, 

Rore  caput  merito  fanclae  perfufus  olivse. 

I,  patrii  egregie  praeftans  virtute  lacerti, 

Endlefs,  and  no  folution  will  be  found.  Of  ending  this  great  War,  fmce  none  but  Thou 

War  wearied  hath  perform'd  what  War  can  do,  Can  end  it.     Into  Thee  fuch  Virtue  and  Grace 

And  to  diforder'd  rage  let  Joofe  the  reins,  Immenfe  I  have  transfus'd,  that  all  may  know 

With  Mountains,  as  with  Weapons,  arm'd  j  which  In  Heav'n  and  Hell  Thy  Pow'r  above  compare : 

makes  And  this  perverfe  Commotion  govern'd  thus, 

Wild  work  in  Heav'n,  and  dangerous  to  the  main.  To  manifeft  Thee  worthieft  to  be  Heir 

Two  days  are  therefore  paft,  the  third  is  Thine  j  Of  all  things  j  to  be  Heir,  and  to  be  King 

For  Thee  I  have  ordain'd  it  j  and  thus  far  By  Sacred  Unftion,'  Thy  deferved  right. 

Have  fuffer'd,  that  the  Glory  may  be  Thine  Go  then,  Thou  Mightieft,  in  Thy  Father's  Might, 

I,  no- 
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I,  noftras  confcende  quadrigas :    volvc  rotarum 
Vim  rapidam,  quaj  celfa  poli  fundamina  quafTant ; 
Fer  framcam  &c  trepidanda  tonitrua ;   cinge  paterno 
Enfe  femur  validum ;   tota  arripe  tela  furoris, 
Qiijc  mihi  cunque  tenent  fupera  omnipotentia  turres. 
I,  fequere  hanc  gentem  tenebrarum,  age,  dejice  cceli 
Finibus,  horrentefque  Erebi  detrude  fub  umbras. 
En !  illo  in  barathro  difcant,  utcunque  libido 
Suaferit,  irridcre  Deum,  regemque  perunctum 
Messian.     Dixit,  Natique  immifit  in  ora 
Vim  penitiis  radiorum  omnem ;   decus  Ille  recepti 
Numinis,  arcanofque  refert  illuftris  honores. 
Tum  fic  refpondit  divinas  Gloria  Prolis : 

O  Pater,  O  coeli  late  qui  fceptra  fupremus 
Dirigis;    O  Sancte  ante  alios,  celfiflime  Divum, 
Optime :    Dulce  tibi  eft  fa&is  extollere  Natum, 
Te  mihi  dulce  fimul ;   fic  Fas  jubet.     Id  mihi  pulchrum 
Expetitur  decus ;   id  gratas  pars  maxima  fairae 

Afcend  My  Chariot,  guide  the  rapid  wheels  He  faid,  and  on  His  Son  with  Rays  direft 

That   fhake  HeavVs  Bafis,   bring  forth  all  My  Shone  full :  He  all  His  Father  full  expreft, 

War,  InefFably  into  His  face  receiv'd; 

My  Bow,  and  Thunder  ;  My  Almighty  Arms  And  thus  the  Filial  Godhead  anfw'ring  fpake  : 
Gird  on,  and  Sword  upon  Thy  puiffant  Thigh.  O  Father,  O  Supreme  of  heav'nly  Thrones, 

Purfue  thefe  fons  of  Darknefs ;  drive  them  out  Firft,  Higheft,  Holieft,  Beft  ;  Thou  ahvays  feek'ft 

From  all  Heav'n's  bounds  into  the  utter  Deep:  To  glorifie  Thy  Son,  I  always  Thee, 

There  let  thcm  learn,  as  likes  them,  to  defpife  As  is  moft  juft.     This  I  My  Glory  account, 

God,  and  Messiah  His  anointed  King.  My  exaltation,  and  My  whole  delight, 

Deli- 
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Deliciaeque  animi,  tibi  quod  placuifle  labores 
Audierim  noftros,  penitufque  explefle  paternum 
Imperium :    Tu  prima  mihi,   Tu  fumma  Voluptas. 
Sceptra  igitur  virefque  lubens,  Te  dante,  capefTam  f 
Laetior  &  reddam,  quum  maxima  fine  fupremo 
Jura  iterum  accipies,   &  Tute  eris  omnia  folus, 
In  Te  Ego  fec'la  aeterna ;   in  Me  dilecta  Tibi  Gens. 
Quin  odi  ex  animo  quos  Tu  oderis,  aemulus  idem 
Terrorum  Patris  ardentum,  rifufque  fereni ; 
Semper  imago  Tui,  quae  fit  Tibi  cunque  voluntas. 
Nec  mora,  praecellens  patrii  virtute  lacerti 
Profiliam,  cceloque  greges  agitabo  rebelles, 
Spernentes  tua  regna,  jugumque  audacibus  aequum 
Detrectare  animis  orfos,  optandaque  jura. 
Hos  quondam  decreta  adigam  loca,  qua  tenebrae  dant 
Vincula,  &  indomitus  rodit  praecordia  vermis. 
Tum  Divum  delecta  Cohors,  difcreta  Malorum 
Conciliis,  fancli  circum  penetralia  montis 

That  Thou  in  Me  well  pleasM,  declar'ft  Thy  will  Arm'd  with  Thy  might,  rid  Heav'n  of  thefc  re- 

Fulfill'd,  which  to  fulfill  is  all  My  blifs.  belTd ; 

Sceptre  and  Po\v'r,  Thy  giving,  I  afliime ;  To  their  prepar'd  ill  Manfion  driven  down, 

And  gladlier  fliall  refign,  when  in  the  end  To  chains  of  darknefs,  and  th'  undying  ^irm ; 

Thou  fhalt  be  All  in  All,  and  I  in  Thee  That  from  Thy  juft  obedience  could  revolt, 

FtDr  ever ;  and  in  Me  all  whom  Thou  lov'ft :  Wliom  to  obey  is  happinefs  entire. 

But  whom  Thou  hat'ft,  I  hate  ;  and  can  put  on  Then  fhall  Thy  Saints  unmix'd,  and  from  th'  Im- 

Thy  terrors,  as  I  put  Thy  mildnefs  on,  pure 

Image  of  Thee  in  all  things :  and  fhall  foon,  Far  feparate,  circling  Thy  holy  Mount 

Arre- 
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AlTC&U  Tibi  pectoribus  fublimia  fundent 
Carmina,  dulcifonifquc  canent  praconia  plcclris ; 
Quorum  Egomct  medio  princcps.     Sic  ore  locutus, 
Sccptra  fupcr  placido  flcclcns  fe  verticc,  ab  alto 
Defcendit  folio,  Dextrae  propiore  patcrna?. 

Sacra  rubefcebat  ccelo  jam  Aurora  refurgens 
Tertia  j    quum  patrii  prorumpit  Numinis  Axis 
Turbinis  in  morcm  refonans,  flammifque  citatis 
Fulgurat.     Hunc  volitantum  Orbes  fubiere  rotarum 
Orbibus  impliciti,  nullo  ducente,  per  auras 
Sponte  fua  ingenito  rapti  fervore.     Cherubum 
Quatuor  ardentum  Formae,  quibus  ora  quaterna 
Cuique  aderant  (denfls  pulcherrima  corpora  circum 
Fulgebant  ftellis,  oculifque  micantibus  alae) 
Praeceflere  duces.     Oculis  flnvul  acribus  ipfe 
Emicuere  rota?,  radiis  illuftribus  aucta? 
Berylli,  flammafque  intervolvere  feroces. 
Hos  fuper  explicuit  velum  chryftallinus  iEther; 

Unfeigned  Hallelujahs  to  Thee  fing,  Fhfhing  thick  flames,  wheel  within  wheel  undrawn 

Hymns  of  high  praife,  and  I  among  them  Chief.  It  felf  inftinft  with  Spirit,  but  convoy'd 

So  faid,  He  o'er  His  Sceptre  bowing,  rofe  By  four  Cherubic  ftiapes ;  four  Faces  each 

From  the  right  hand  of  Glory  where  He  fat;  Had  wondrous ;  as  with  Stars  their  Bodies  al], 

And  the  third  facred  Morn  began  to  fhine,  And  Wings  were  fet  with  Eyes  j   with  Eyes  the 
Dawning  through  Heav'n.  Forth  ruuYd  with  whirl-  wheels 

wind  found  Of  Beryl ;  and  careering  Fires  between : 

The  Chariot  of  Patemal  Deity,  Over  their  heads  a  cryftal  Firmament ; 

Atque 
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Atque  ibi  fapphiro  Solium,  liquidoque  relucet 
Diftindlum  electro,  pluviique  coloribus  arcus. 
Ipfe  facrum  Thoraca  gerens,  armifque  corufcis 
Undique  divina  radiantibus  arte  refulgens, 
Confcendit  currus.     Pennis  laetata  Aquilinis 
Affedit  validae  plaudens  Vi&oria  Dextrae. 
Pendulus  ex  humeris  arcus,  telifque  trifulci 
Fulminis  infonuit  pharetra ;   &  latera  ardua  circum 
Ludlantes  rapido  fefe  efFudere  tumultu 
Fumique,  flammasque,  ac  terribiles  fcintilla?. 
San&orum  innumeris  comitatus  millibus  arfit 
Longius  adventans :  dextra  laevaque  ruentes 
Hinc  decies  atque  hinc  decies  fonuere  quadrigae 
Mille  Dei.     In  medio  clariflimus  Ipfe  fuperbo 
Sapphiris  folio  tranat  chryftallina  coeli 
Arva,  Cherubinis  equitans  praecelfus  in  alis. 
Agnovere  Sui  primiim,  atque  inopina  fatentur 
Gaudia,  dum  manibus  ledorum  elata  Seraphum 


Whereon  a  Sapphir  Throne,  inlaid  wkh  pure 

Amber,  and  colours  of  the  fhow'ry  Arch. 

He,  in  Celeflial  Panoply  all  arm'd 

Of  radiant  Urim,  work  divinely  wrought, 

Afcended  :  at  His  right  hand  Viftory 

Sat  Eagle-wingM  ;  befide  Him  hung  his  Bow, 

And  Quiver  with  three-boked  Thur.der  ftor'd  : 

And  from  about  Him  fierce  Effufion  roll'd 

Of  fmoke,  and  bick'ring  flame,  and  fparkles  dire. 


Attended  with  ten  thoufand  thoufand  Saints, 
He  onward  came ;  far  ofi"  his  Coming  fhone  : 
And  twenty  thoufand  (I  their  number  heard) 
Chariots  of  God,    half  on   each  hand,   were 

feen. 
He  on  the  wings  of  Cherub  rode  fublime 
On  the  Cryftallin  Sky,  in  Sapphir  Thron'd, 
Illuftrious  far,  and  wide :  but  by  His  own 
Firft  fcen  :  Them  unexpe&ed  joy  furpriz'd, 


-ffithe- 
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/Ethcrci  Vcxilla  vidcnt  ardefcerc  Rcgis 
Fulgida,   Messije  venerata  Infignia  ca-lo. 
Huic  prono  obfequio  fubmifit  fponte  Michaal 
Agmina  circumfufa ;  ala  coit  omnis  utraque 
Supremo  rcgnanda  Duci  glomerata  Juventus. 
Ante  volans  fternebat  iter  divina  Poteftas : 
Hujus  ad  imperium  montes,  radicibus  imis 
Haudpridcm  evulfi,  celeres  fua  quifque  redibant 
Ad  loca  ;  clamantem  audierant,  laetique  recurrunt : 
Tum  ccelum  aflueta  reiplendet  luce,  novifque 
Floribus  induti  colles  vallefque  renident. 

Ipfi  eadem  videre  Hoftes ;  at  faxea  corda 
Infani  opponunt,  atque  impia  bella  retentant: 
Una  Salus  miferis  fpem  projecifle  Salutis. 
Ergone  tanta  animis  rabies  cceleftibus  ?     At  quas 
Signa  fuperborum  faftus  domitare  feroces, 
Quas  rigidas  mollire  valent  miracula  mentes  ? 
Hi  vero  ex  ipfis  magis  obdurefcere  Signis 

When  the  great  Enfign  of  Messiah  blaz'd,  And  vvith  frefh  flowVets  hill  and  valley  fmil'd. 
Aloft  by  Angels  born,  his  Sign  in  Heav'n  :  This  favv  his  haplefs  Foes,  but  ftood  obdur'd, 

Under  whofe  condudl  Michael  foon  reduc'd  And  to  rebellious  fight  rallied  their  pow'rs, 

His  Army,  circumfus'd  on  either  wing,  Infenfate,  hope  conceiving  from  defpair. 

Under  their  Head  imbodied  all  in  one.  In  heav'nly  Spirits  could  fuch  Perverfenefs  dwell  ? 

Before  Him  Pow'r  Divine  his  way  prepar'd ;  But  to  convince  the  Proud  what  Signs  avail, 

At  His  command  th'  uprooted  Hills  retir'd  Or  Wonders  move  th'  Obdurate  to  relent  ? 
Each  to  his  place ;  they  heard  his  voice,  and  went     They  harden'd  more,  by  what  might  moft  reclaim, 

Obfequious;  Heav'n  his  wonted  face  renew'd,  Grieving  to  fee  his  Glory,  at  the  fight 

P  p  Exorfi ; 
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Exorfi ;  vifo  uruntur  fulgore,  feveris 
Invidise  laefi  ftimulis :  faftigia  fumma 
AfTe&ant ;  arma,  arma  fremunt  iteranda,  parati 
Messiam,  feu  vi  tandem,  feu  fraude,  DEUMque 
Vincere ;  vel  penitus  communi  occumbere  cladi. 
Jamque  avidis  extrema  ruunt  ad  prcelia  turmis, 
Una  obnixi  omnes  nec  cedere,  nec  dare  turpi 
Terga  fuga :  magni  Soboles  quum  augufta  Parentis 
Alloquitur  circumfufas  hinc  inde  Cohortes : 

Siftite  fulgentes  turmas,  fancta  Agmina  Divum, 
Siftite,  &  exhaufto  tandem  requiefcite  bello. 
Fida  fatis  patuere  Deo  gratiflima  veftro 
Peclora,  magnanimi  Heroes,  certamine  tanto 
Jus  fanclum  afferere  intrepidi,  bene  viribus  ufi 
Conceftis ;  neque  enim  Virtus  fperata  fefellit. 
At  furiis  turbam  hanc  fceleratam  ultricibus  Alter 
Obruet ;  Hunc  Vindicta  penes,  vel  Cui  dabit  Ipfe 
Unicus :  haud  fociis  opibus  junctifve  catervis 

Took  envy ;  and  afpiring  to  His  height,  Stand  ftill  in  bright  array,  ye  Saints  j  here  ftand 

Stood  reimbatteH'd  iierce  ;  by  force  or  fraud,  Ye  Angels  arm'd  ;  this  day  from  Battle  reft : 

Weening  to  profper,  and  at  length  prevail  Faithful  hath  been  your  warfare,  and  of  God 

Againft  Goo,  and  Messiah  ;  or  to  fall  Accepted,  fearlefs  in  his  righteous  Caufe: 

In  univerlal  ruin  laft :  and  now  And  as  ye  have  receiv'd,  fo  have  ye  done, 

To  final  battle  drew,  difdaining  flight,  Invincibly.     But  of  this  curfed  crew 
Or   faint   retreat ;    when   the    Great    S  o  n    of        The  punifhment  to  other  hand  belongs  : 

G  o  d,  Vengeance  is  His,  or  whofe  He  foie  appoints. 

To  all  his  Hofts  on  either  hand ;  thus  fpafce  :  Number  to  this  day's  work  is  not  ordain'd, 

Tempus 


L  I  B  E  R     S  E  X  T  U  S.  299 

Tcmpus  cgct.     Vos  ftate  modo,  6c  fupcr  impia  colla 
Diviuas  jadtare  palam  Mc  cernitc  flammas. 
Quin  vobis  nocucrc  nihil ;  Mc  fperncrc  adorfi, 
Cui  tamcn  invidere :  in  me  vertere  furorem ; 
Magnus  quippc  Pater,  coelo  quem  regia  folum 
Majeftas  fummaeque  ornant  Infignia  fcdis, 
Ipfe  fuo  arbitrio  celfos  me  advexit  honores. 
Hinc  meritas  uni  tribuit  mihi  pofcere  poenas, 
Ut  quod  avent  habeant ;  jamque  experiantur  in  armis, 
Mene  ifti,  an  folus  dextra  colle&a  domabo 
Agmina  ;  quandoquidem  metiri  cuncta  fatentur 
Vi  fola ;  haud  alia  ingreditur  praecordia  virtus, 
Degenerefve  animos  ftimulis  accendit  honeftis : 
Ergo  nec  ipfe  alia  dignor  contendere  lite. 

His  dictis,  converfa  acuit  terroribus  ora, 
Hoftiles  jaculata  minas  nimiumque  videri 
Afpera.     Continuo  ftellantes  latius  alas 
Una  ingenti  umbra  circum  explicuere  Quaterni, 

Nor  multitude :  ftand  only,  and  behold  In  Battle  vvhich  the  ftronger  proves ;  they  all, 

God's  indignation  on  thefe  Godlefs  pour'd  Or  I  alone  againft  them  :  fince  by  ftrength 

By  Me ;  not  you,  but  Me,  they  have  defpis'd ;  They  meafure  all,  of  other  excellence 

Yet  envied:  againft  Me  is  all  their  rage;  Not  emulous,  nor  care  who  them  excels; 

Becaufe  the  Father,  t'whom  in  Heav'n  fupremc  Nor  other  ftrife  with  them  do  I  vouchfafe. 
Kingdom,  and  Pow'r,  and  Glory  appertains,  So  fpake  the  Son,  and  into  terror  chang'd 

Hath  honour'd  Me,  according  to  His  will.  His  count'nance,  too  fevere  to  be  beheld, 

Therefore  to  Me  their  doom  He  hath  affign'd :  And  full  of  wrath  bent  on  his  enemies. 

That  they  may  have  their  wifh,  to  try  with  mc  At  once  the  Four  fpread  out  their  ftarry  wings, 

P  p  2  Horri- 
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Horrifbnofque  rotarum  orbes  volvere,  ruentum 
More  exercituum,  feu  praecipitum  fluviorum. 
Ipfe  nigra  in  diras  rapuit  fe  fronte  catervas 
Indignans,  Nodti  ftmilis :  fundamine  ab  alto 
Sidereumque  folum  radiataque  regia  coeli 
Flammivomis  labefacta  rotis :  ftetit  unica  fummi 
Arx  immota  Dei.     Tum  denfa  per  agmina  fervens 
Invehitur,  decies  contorquens  millia  dextra. 
Fulmina,  &  immanes  agit  ima  in  corda  dolores. 
Attoniti  tremuere;  cadunt  delapfa  lacertis 
Irrita  tela ;  cadunt  animi ;  nec  fiftere  contra 
Sufficiunt.     Galeafque  fuper  criftafque  comantes, 
Scuta  Ducum  calcata,  everforumque  Seraphum, 
Ille  equitavit  ovans :  quam  vellent  jam  fibi  rupes 
Advolvi,  injectofque  horrenda  cacumina  montes ! 
Nec  minus  interea  praseuntes  ore  quaterno 
Quatuor,  hinc  atque  hinc,  fuderunt  turbine  tela 
Prascipiti,  &  faevo  glomeratas  imbre  fagittas. 


With  dreadful  fhade  contiguous,  and  the  Orbs 
Of  His  fierce  Chariot  roll'd,  as  with  the  found 
Of  torrent  floods,  or  of  a  numerous  hoft. 
He  on  His  impious  Foes  right  onward  drove, 
Gloomy  as  Night :  under  His  burning  Wheels 
The  ftedfaft  Empyrean  fhook  throughout ; 
All  but  the  Throne  it  felf  of  God.     Full  foon 
Among  them  He  arriv'd;  in  His  right  hand 
Grafping  ten  thoufand  Thunders,  which  He  fent 


Before  Him,  fuch  as  in  their  Sonls  infixM 
Plagues :  they  aftonifiVd,  all  refiftance  loft, 
All  courage  ;  down  their  idle  weapons  dropp'd : 
Cerlhields,  and  helms,  and  helmed  heads  He  rode 
Of  Thrones,  and  mighty  Seraphim  proftrate ; 
That  wifiVd  the  Mountains  now  might  be  again 
Thrown  on  them,  as  a  flielter  from  his  ire. 
Nor  lefs  on  either  flde  tempeftuous  fell 
His  arrows,  from  the  fourfold-vifag'd  Four, 


Milli- 
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Millibus  ora  oculis  paritcr  radiata,  rotasquc 
Arfcrunt  vivx :   dominatur  in  omnibus  idcm 
Spiritus :    una  omncs  flammam  furiale  rubcntem 
Fulgure  tcrrifico  fcelerata  per  agmina  torquent. 
Flamma  rcpente  rapit  miferos,  taduque  perurit; 
Corda  labant,  marcet  vigor,  atque  exhaufta  ruit  vis. 
At  neque  dimidias  irarum  effudit  habenas ; 
Turbine  fed  medio  fatiata  tonitrua  fiftit, 
Ne  perdat,  cceli  tantum  quos  deftinat  oris 
Pellere.     Tum  levat  everibs ;  trepidafque  catervas 
Ceu  timidum  per  rura  pecus,  capreafve  fugaces, 
Ante  agit  attonitas,  furiiique  fequacibus  urget 
Ufque  fub  extremam  metam  &  chryftallina  coeli 
Moenia ;    quas  fpatio  immani  revoluta  dehifcunt 
Introrfum,  vaftique  patent  fuper  antra  Profundi. 
Obftupuere ;   retroque  pedem  formidine  monftri 
Dum  referunt,  a  tergo  inftant  graviora  premuntque. 
Tum  fe  praecipites  coeli  de  margine  fummo 

Diilinct  with  eyes ;  and  from  the  living  wheels,  The  overthrown  He  rais'd,  and  as  a  herd 

Diftinft  alike  with  mukitude  of  eyes  :  Of  goats  or  tim'rous  flock  together  throng'd, 

One  fpiiit  in  them  rul'd,  and  every  eye  Drove  them  before  Him  Thunder -ftruck,  purfu'd 

Glar'd  light'ning,  and  fhot  forth  pernicious  fire  With  terrors  and  with  furies  to  the  bounds 

Among  th'  accurft,  that  wither'd  all  their  ftrength,  And  Cryftal  wall  of  Heav'n ;  which  op'ning  wide 

And  of  their  wonted  vigour  left  them  drain'd,  RolPd  inward,  and  a  fpacious  Gap  difclos'd 

Exhaufted,  fpiritlefs,  afflfted,  falPn.  Jnto  the  wafteful  Deep.     The  monftrous  fight 

Yet  half  his  ftrength  He  put  not  forth,  but  check'd  Struck  them  with  horror  backward»  but  far  worfe 

His  Thunder  inmid  volly;  for  He  meant  Urg'd   them  behind  :    headlong  themfelves  they 
Not  to  deftroy,  but  root  them  out  of  Heav'n.  threw 

Proji- 
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Projiciunt;   penitufque  immenfi  in  opaca  barathri 
Perfequitur  Furor  seternus  flammantibus  iris. 

Tartarus  infandos  fonitus  exaudiit,  omne 
Mifceri  vidit  coelum,  attonitufque  ruina. 
Fugiffet,  ftabili  ni  Fatum  adamante  ligaret, 
Perpetuafque  alto  fundaffet  fcedere  fedes. 
Dum  caderent,  novies  Lux  occidit.     At  Chaos  horrens 
Clade  decemgemina  late  loca  turbida  circum 
Triftia  dat  lamenta  &  tartareos  ululatus ; 
Tanta  ex  praecipiti  vafto  ruit  impete  moles. 
Faucibus  expanfis  tandem  fpecus  ater  Averni 
Una.  omnes  capit  abforbens,  cohibetque  receptos, 
Digna  domus,  fine  fine  vomens  incendia  longe 
Livida,  &  aeterno  caligans  undique  luctu. 
Quin  Coelum  exultat  purgata  fasce;    reclufi 
Sponte  leves  remeant,  coeuntque  in  priftina  muri. 

Jamque  triumphato  converterat  Hofte  quadrigas 
Messias,  vi&or  folus:  .Divum  obvius  Olli 

Down  frora  the  verge  of  Heav'n  :  Eternal  Wrath  Through  his  wild  Anarchy;   fo  huge  a  rbut 

Burn'd  after  them  to  the  bottomlefs  pit.  Incumber'd  him  with  ruin :  Hell  at  laft 

Hell  heard  th'  unfufferable  noife  :  Hell  faw  Yawning  receiv'd  them  whole,  and  on  them  clos'd : 

Heav'n   ruining  from   Heav'n,    and  would   have  Hell  their  fit  habitation  fraught  with  fire 

fled  Unquenchable,  the  houfe  of  woe  and  pain. 

Affiighted  ;  but  ftritt  Fate  had  caft  too  deep  DisburdenM  Heav'n  rejoicM,  and  foon  repair'd 

Her  dirk  foundations,  and  too  faft  had  bound.  Her  mural  breach,  returning  whence  it  roll'd. 
Nine  days  they  fell ;  confounded  Cbaos  roar'd,  Sole  Viftor,  from  th'  expulfion  of  His  Foes, 

And  felt  tenfold  confuflon  in  their  fall.  Messiah  His  triumphal  Chariot  turn'd  : 

Obtutu 


L  I  B  E  R     S  E  X  T  U  S.  303 

Obtutu  tacito  procul  omnipotentia  gcfla 

Tcftatus,  chorus  ibat  ovans :   una  agminc  claro 

Proccdunt,  vario  fplendentes  ordine,  laetifque 

Umbrati  palmis ;    &  Jo  fuper  aftra  Triumphe 

Ingeminant ;   fimul  Hunc  Natum  Haeredemque  fupremum, 

Vidtorem,  Dominumque,  ibnant ;    ipfum  omnibus  unum 

Donatum  fceptris,  fceptris  dignum  omnibus  unum. 

Ille  inter  refbnos  coeli  per  aperta  triumphos 

Praeftgni  invehitur  pompa  Genitoris  ad  alta 

Atria,  fulgentefque  domos :   nunc,  arce  receptum 

Siderea,  patrii  illuftrant  Confortia  regni, 

Et  beat  aetemas  vicinia  lucida  Dextras. 

Haec  ade6,  ut  monitus  caveas,  (haud  prodita  genti 
Lege  alia  humanae)  facilis  tibi  rite  revolvi 
Omnia,  terrenis  fimulans  caeleftia  geftis ; 
Congreflas  Superorum  acies,  pugnataque  volgo 
Bella  per  aethereos  campos,  vaftamque  ruinam 
Audentum  Satance  aufpiciis  nimis  ardua  Divum. 

To  meet  Him  all  his  Saints,  who  filent  ftood  Where  now  He  fits  at  the  right  hand  of  blifs. 

Eye-witneiTes  of  his  Almighty  Afts,  Thus  meafuring  things  in  Heav'n  by  things  on 

With  Jubilee  advanc'd  ;  and  as  they  went,  Earth, 

Shaded  with  branching  Palm,  each  Order  bright  At  thy  requeft,  and  that  thou  may'ft  bevvare 

Sung  Triumph,  and  Him  fung  Viclorious  King,  By  what  is  paft,  to  thee  I  have  reveaPd 

Son,  Heir,  and  Lord,  to  Him  Dominion  giv'n,  What  might  have  elfe  to  human  Race  been  hid  ; 

Worthieft  to  Reign.     He  celebrated  rode  The  difcord  which  befel,  and  War  in  Heav'n 

Triumphant  through  mid  Heav'n,  into  the  Courts,  Among  th'  Angelic  Pow'rs,  and  the  deep  fall 

And  Temple  of  his  Mighty  Father  thron'd  Of  thofe  too  high  afpiring,  who  rebell'd 

On  high :  who  into  Glory  Him  ieceiv'd,  With  Satan  :  He,  who  envies  now  thy  ftate  j 

Invidus 
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Invidus  Ille  Tui  jam  nunc  tibi  cordis  honeftam 
Orditur  mutare  fidem ;  fortifque  beatze 
Deliciis  fimul  exutum  meditatur  eafdem 
Te  fecum  in  poenas  trahere,  aeternofque  dolores. 
Hzec  fibi  pollicitus  mceftae  folatia  cladis, 
Si  modo  vindidta  tandem  implacabile  pe&us 
Sic  valeat  fatiare,  DEUMque  lacefTere,  dum  Te 
Participem  cafus  laqueis  involvet  iniquis. 
Tu  fraudi  ne  cede,  fed  obftrue  fortiter  aures ; 
Hifque  tuas  Confortem  animse  invalidumque  moneto 
Dimidium.     Exemplo  proflt  didicifle  tremendo 
Prcemia  quae  data  perverfis :    Illi  impete  firmo 
Se  poterant  tenuiffe  ;  amens  tamen  obruit  Error. 
Sis  memor,  &  fanclo  ferves  mandata  pavore. 

Who  now  is  plotting  how  he  may  feduce  Thee  once  to  gain  Companion  of  his  woe. 

Thee  alfo  from  Obedience ;  that  with  Him  But  liften  not  to  his  Temptations :  warn 

Bereav'd  of  happinefs  thou  may'ft  partake  Thy  weaker  :  let  it  profit  thee  to  have  heard 

His  punilhment,  Eternal  mifery :  By  terrible  Example  the  reward 

Which  would  be  all  his  folace  and  revenge,  Of  Difobedience  :  firm  they  might  have  ftood, 

As  a  defpite  done  againft  the  Moft  High,  Yet  fell.     Remember,  and  feai  to  tranfgrefs. 
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LABERE  Diva  polo,  &  coepto  fuccurre  labori 
Urania,  aut  quocunque  magis  cognomine  gaudes ; 
Cujus  fancta  fimul  mihi  vox  acceflit  ad  aures, 
Abripior,  fupra  aerii  fublatus  Olympi 
Ardua,  Pegafeifque  feror  fublimius  alis. 
Numina  vera  voco.     Tu  non  mihi  nomen  inane  es, 
Nam  neque  jadtati  montisjuga,  nam  neque  fontes, 
Caftalidum  nec  fueta  choros  celebrare  fororum : 
Ipfo  monte  prior  fueras  ac  fontibus  ipfls, 
jEthereum  genus,  &  coeli  certullma  proles. 
Jam  tum  fepe  tuos  Sapientia  dia  bibebat 
Sermones,  tua  pulcra  foror  Sapientia  j  tecum 
Pangentem  coelefte  melos  taeta.  audiit  aure 

PARADISE    LOST. 

Book  VII. 

DEfcend  from  heav'n,  Urania;  (by  that  name  Nor  of  the  Mufes  nine,  nor  on  the  top 

If  rightly  thou  art  call'd)  whofe  voice  di-  Of  old  Olympus  dwelTft;  but,  heav'nly  born, 

vine  Before  the  hills  appear'd,  or  fountain  flow'd, 

Following,  above  th'  Ojlmpian  hill  I  foar,  Thou  with  etemal  Wifdom  didft  converfe, 

Above  the  flight  of  Pegafean  w  ing.  Wifdom  thy  fifter,  and  with  her  didft  play 

The  meaning,  not  the  name,  I  call ;  for  Tho»  In  prefence  of  th'  Almighty  Father,   pleas'd 

Vol,  II.  A  Om- 
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Oranipotens.     Duce  te  fummi  fac/aria  ccelj 
Terrenus  penetravi  hofpes :    Tu  (dulce  periclum) 
./Ethereos  haurire  ignes  impune  dedifti. 
Duc  iterum  in  natale  folum,  patriifque  repone 
Sedibus  incolumem ;  ne  disjectum  alite  curfu 
EfFrzenis  miferum  fonipes  deturbet,  (ut  olim, 
Ille  licet  ccelo  miftus  propiore  ruebat, 
Bellerophon  cecidit  campis  excuffus  Aleis, 
Ignarufque  vias,  perque  avia  folus  oberrem. 
Altera  adhuc  cantanda  mihi  pars  reftat;  at  intra 
Solis  iter,   fphaeras  fpatio  breviore  diurnae ; 
Jamque  premens  terras,  nec  vafta  per  ardua  cceli 
Correptus,  tuta  modulor  mortalia  voce. 
Illametu  nondum  obticuit,  nonafpera  raucos 
Horruit  in  fonitus,  quanquam  inftent  ferrea  fascla, 
Ferrea  faecla  inftent,  linguarumque  improba  tela ; 
Et  varii  obfeffum  cafus,  et  denfa  premat  nox 

With  thy  celeftial  fong.     Up-led  by  thee,  Erroneous  there  to  wander,   and  forlorir. 

Into  the  heav'n  of  heav'ns  I  have  prefunVd,  Half  yet  remains  unfung  j   but  narrower  boundj. 

(An  earthly  gueft)  and  drawn  empyreal  air,  Within  the  vifible  diurnal  fphere  : 

Thy  temp'ring.   With  like  fafety  guided  down,  Standing  on  earth,   not  rapt  above  the  Pole, 

Return  me  to  my  native  elemenf.  More  fafe  I  fuig  with  mortal  voice  ;  un-chang'd, 

Left  from  this  flying  fteed  unrein'd  (as  once  To  hoarfe,  or  mute,  tho'  fall'n  on  evil  days, 

Jkllercpbcn,  though  from  a  lower  clime)  On  evil  days  tho'  fall'n,   and  evil  tongues ; 

Dif-raounted,  on  th'  Aleian  field  I  fall,  In  daiknefs,  and  with  dangers  compafsM  round, 

Semper, 
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Scmpcr,  &  horrorcs  ac  dira  filcntia  folum. 
At  ncc  folus  cro,  dum  tu  modo,  Diva,  fopori 
Noclc  mihi  afpiras  tacita,  aut  ubi  luftrat  Eoas 
Purpura  matutina  plagas.     In  carmina  facras 
Suffice,  quasfolita  es,  vires;  lectamque  faventum 
Fac  Diva  adfcifcas,  quamvis  fit  rara,  coronam. 
Sed  procul  infinos  ftrepitus,    procul  orgia  Bacchi 
Diffona  vinofofque  greges,    immite  Sororum 
Pelle  genus  Ciconum,  ftimuiis  quae  immanibus  adlx 
Difcerpfere  facrum  Rhodopa?o  culmine  Vatem  ; 
Vatem,  quem  furda  6c  rupes  mirata  canentem, 
Quem  filvae :  donec  rabido  compreffa  ululatu 
CefTit  mellea  vox  ;    fera  tympana  vincere  Plectrum 
Nec  potuit,  nec  Mufa  fuam  defendere  prolem. 
Tu  major,  tu  certa  mihi  tutela,  nec  umbra 
Vana  levifque,  fave ;  Tu  cceli  invicla  propago. 

Ergo  ades,  &  rerum  eventus,  qui  deinde  fecuti, 
Divacanas;  cumjam  Raphael,  blandiffimus  unus 

And  folitude.   Yet  not  alone,  while  thou  In  Rbodope,  wherewoods  and  rocks  had  ears 

Vifit'it  my  flumbers  nightly  ;  or  when  morn  To  rapture,    'till  the  favage  clamor  drown'd 

Purples  the  ealt.     Still  govern  thou  my  fong,  Bothharp,  andvoice;  nor  could  the  Mufe  defend 

1 7rania,    and  fit  audience  find,  though  few.  Her  fon.  So  fail  not  Thou,  who  thee  implores ; 

But  drive  far  off  the  barbarous  diffonance  For  thou  art  heav'nly  ;  fhe,  an  empty  dream. 
Of  Bacchus,  and  his  revellers ;   the  race  Say,  Goddefs,  what  enfu'd  when  Rapbae/y 

Oi  that  wild  rout  that  tore  the  Thracian  bard  The  affable  Arch-Angel,  had  forewarn'd 

A  2  Cceli- 
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Ccelicolum,  alloquio  facili  monuiflet  Adamum, 
Ut  Superum  recolat  cladem,  exemploque  fevero 
Inftructus,  caveat  prudens ;  ne,  11  arbore  facra 
Interdictum  avellat  onus,  dum  cetera  pailim 
Erranti  fine  lege  manu  carpenda  paterent ; 
Ne,  fola  obfequii  fi  mollia  vincula  frangat, 
Ipfum  etiam  fortuna  eadem,  qua  infida  laborant 
Agmina  ccelicolum,  &  genus  omne  involvat  ab  ipfb. 
Ille  haec  attonitus  (cari  latus  uique  mariti 
Eva  premit)  bibit  aure  avida,  dubioque  volutat 
Secum  animo  fuperum  myfteria ;  fedibus  illis 
Miratur  rabiem  horrendam  atque  odia  alpera  nafci  ; 
Commotos  prope  templa  Dei  tranquilla  tumultus 
Miratur.    Sed  pulfa,  retorti  fluminis  inftar, 
Peftis  atrox  redit,  auctorefque  reverberat  ipfos 
Sasvior :  ufque  adeo  cceli  pax  alma  procellas 
Rejicit,  &  nullo  ridet  violanda  fragore. 

Adam,  bydire  example,  to  bewar e  The  ftory  heard  attentive,  and  was  fill'J 

Apoftafy,  by  what  befel  in  heav'n  With  admiration,   and  deep  rnufe,  to  hear 

To  thofe  Apoftates ;  left  the  like  befall  Of  things  fo  high,  and  ftrange ;  things,  to  thelr 

In  Paradife  to  Adam,  or  his  race,  thought, 

(Charg"d  not  to  touch  the  interdifted  Tree)  So  un-imaginable,    as  hate  in  heav'n, 

If  they  tranfgrefs,  and  flight  that  fole  command,  And  war  fo  near  the  peace  of  God  in  blifs, 

So  eafily  obey'd,  amid  the  choice  With  fuch  confufion :  but  the  Evil,  foon 

Of  all  taftes  elfe  to  pleafe  their  appetite,  Driv'n  back,  redounded,  as  a  flood,  on  thofe 

Though  wand"ring.— He,  with  his  conforted£wa  From  whom  it  fprung;  impoftibleto  mix 

Hinc 
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Hinc  dubio  curas  undantes  pectore  Adamus 
Difpulit;  at  dulci  intcrca  novitatis  amorc 
Exardcns,  alia  ultra  avidus  fine  criminc  quasrit, 
Fortunis  conjun&a  fuis :  quo  tcmporc  primum 
Maximus,  8c  quianam,  mundi  concreverat  orbis  ; 
Qucis  furgcns  gradibus,  qua  emerfit  origine  moles- 
Edenique  intra  fines  extraque,  quid  ortum 
Ante  fuum  acciderat.      Qualis,  cui  flumine  vivo 
Vix  reftindta  fitis,  labentibus  imminet  acri 
Lumine  adhuc  rivis ;  aliam  ciet  ipfa  relucens 
Lympha  fitim,  &  liquidum  murmur  ialientis  aquai. 
Talis  inexpletum  cupiens  cceleftia  magni 
Hofpitis  alloquia,  his  dictis  pater  infit  Adamus  -. 

Admiranda  quidem,  rerumque  aliena  colori 
Noftrarum,  pandis  myfteria,  maximecoeli 
Interpres ;  blandus  te  mifit  ab  arce  f uprema. 
iEtheris  Omnipotens,  at  amica  voce  monereSj, 
Quae  noftrae  invalidum  latuiflent  mentis  acumen. 

With  Bleffednefs.     Whence  Adam  foon  repeard-  Whofe  liqnid  murmur  heard  new  thjrft  excites.) 

The  doubts  that  in  his  heart  arofe :  and  now  Proceeded  thus  to  aflt  his  heav'nly  Gueft  : 
Led  on,  yet  finlefs,  with  defire  to  know  Great  things,  and  full  of  wonder  irtour  ears, 

(What  nearer  might  concern  him)  how  this  world"  Far  dift'ring  from  this  world,  thou  haft  reveal'd, 

Of  heav'n  and  earth  confpicuous,    firft  began  j  Divine  interpreter  !  by  favor  fent 

When,  and  whereof  created ;  for  what  caufe ;  Down  from  the  empyrean,  to  fore-warn 

What  within  Eden,  or  without,  was  done  Us  timely  of  what  might  elfe  have  been  our  lofs* 

Before  his  memory  (as  one  whofe  drouth  Unknown ;  which  human  knowledge  could  not 
Yet  fcacce  allay'd,  ftill  eyes  the  current  ftream,  xeach, 

Ergo> 
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Ergo  datam  accipimus  grato  nos  pectore  lucem 
Altius,  immenfumque  aeterna  laude  Bonorum 
Profequimur  fontem ;    fola  haec  in  munera  nati, 
Quicquid  erit,  Domini  arbitrio  aufcultabimus  ultro. 
At  molli  quoniam  alloquio  penetraffe  dedifti 
Haec  adeo  humanos  longe  fuperantia  fenfus 
Abdita,  fed  quae  homini  expediit  noviffe,  fupremae 
Sic  Menti  placitum  eft ;  avidis  ultra  annue  votis, 
Atque  alia,  haud  noftris  forfan  minus  auribus  apta, 
Pande  bonus  mira'cla.     Age,  quae  primordia  coelos 
Extulerunt,  tanto  quos  eminus  intervallo 
Tot  palTim  innumeras  hinc  atque  hinc  volveje  flammas 
Cernimus,  expedias ;  unde  hic  diffufilis,  omne 
Quo  fefe  extendit  fpatium,  contexitur  aether, 
Floriferamque  vagis  tellurem  amplexibus  ambit. 
Et  magnum  mundi  quae  tandem  caufa  Parentem, 
Jam  tandem,  fanclos  ante  omnia  faecla  receffus 

Forwhich  to  th'  Infinitely  Good  we  owe  Deign  to  defcend  now  lower,  and  relate 

Immortal  thanks,  and  his  admonilhment  (What  may  nc  lefs,  perhaps,  avail  us  known) 

Receive,  with  folemn  purpofe  to  obferve  How  firft  began  this  heav'n,   which  we  behold 

Immutably  his  fovereign  will,   the  end  Diitant  fo  high,  wirh  moving  fires  adorn'd 

Ofwhatweare.    Eu:  fince  thou  haft  vouchfafd  Innumerable;   and  this  which  yields,  orfills, 

Gently,    for  our  inftruilion,  to  impart  All  fpace,  the  ambient  air  wide  interfus'd, 

Thingsaboveearthlythought(vvhichyetconcern'd  Embracing  round  this  florid  earth:  whatcaufe 

Our  knowing,  as  to  higheft  Wiidom  fcem'd)  Mov'd  the  Creator,  ia  his  holy  reil 

Sorti- 
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Sortitum  in  cajlo,  fcra  hacc  pofuiflc  filcnti 

Fundamcnta  Chao  impulerat;  quo  temporis  orbe 

Perfectum  pcragebat  opus,    fi  pandcre  fas  fit, 

Da  nobis.      Non  imperii  interdicta  verendi 

Arcana  expetimus ;  plura  explorare  juvabit, 

Dignius  ut  magnum  artificis  cclcbremus  honorem. 

Nec  ftadium  folenne  diei  lucidus  orbis 

Confecit;   pars  magna  manet:   quanquam  zethere  pronum 

Devolvat  jubar,  ille  tua?  dulcedine  vocis 

Siftet  iter  fufpenfus,  &  acri  arreptus  amore 

Audiet  ut  caeco  primum  Natura  Profundo 

Exiit,  attonitrufque  fuos  mirabitur  ortus. 

Aut  dux  fidereae  luna.  comitante  cohortis 

Si  celeret  curfus,  aurita  filentia  fecum 

Nox  referet ;  vigil  adftabit  fopor  ipfe,  canenti 

Aufcultans;  etiam  invitum  nos  blanda  morari 

Munera  cogemus :  facto  tu  fine  redibis, 

Ante  polo  reduces  quam  fol  adduxerit  ignes. 

Through  all  eternity,  fo  late  to  build  And  Ionger  will  delay,  to  hear  thee  telt 

In  Cbaos;   and  the  work  begun,  how  foon  His  generation,  and  the  rifing  birth 

Abfolv'd:  if  un-forbid  thou  may'ft  unfold  Of  nature  from  the  un-apparent  Deep  : 

What  we,    not  to  explore  the  fecrets  aik  Or,  if  the  ftar  of  ev'ning,  and  the  moon 

Of  his   eternal  empire,    but  the  more  Hafte  to  thy  audience,  night  with  her  will  bring 

To  magnify  his  works,    the  more  we  know.  Silence;  and  fleep,  lift'ningto  thee,   will  watch  ; 

And  the  great  Light  of  day  yet  wants  to  run  Or,  we  can  bid  his  abfence,    'till  thy  fong 

Much  of  his  race,  tho'  fteep,  fufpenfe  in  heav'n  End,  and  dilbiifs  thee  e'er  the  morning  fhine, 
Held  by  thy  voice  ;  thy  po.tent  vgice  he  hears, 

Haec 
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Haec  Pater  humanae  gentis  pofcebat  amicum 
iEthereum :  cui  blanda  refert  venerabilis  hofpes : 

llla  etiam  tibi  vota,  animo  concepta  modefto, 
Perficiam ;  verum  excelfi  gefta  Omnipotentis 
Quis  poterit  fermonis  honos,  quae  lingua  Seraphum 
Dicere,  vel  quae  hominum  gnarae  comprendere  mentes? 
At  quantum  penetrare  potes,  (quo  gloria  major 
Auctori,  bona  quo  melius  tibi  propria  nofcas) 
Evolvam  facilis ;  namque  ha;c  conceffa  facultas 
Coelitus,  ut  quicquid  pofcas  moderantius,  intra 
Praefcriptum,  memorem :  nec  te  malefuada  libido 
Scrutari  accendat,  fibi  quae  Deus  inter  opacas 
Arduus  effulgens  nubes,  unde  omnia  luftrat 
Unicus,  aeternis  volvit  fervata  tenebris. 
Ampla  fatis  tibi  terrenis  datur  area  rebus. 
Dat  membris  alimenta  cibus,  fapientia  menti ; 
Adfit  utrique  modus ;   male  cocla  fcientia  nutrit 

Thus  Adam  his  illuftrious  guefl  befought  ;  Of  knowledge  within  bounds :    beyond,  abftain 

And  thus  the  God-like  Angel    anfwer'd  mild:  To  afk ;  nor  let  thine  own  inventions  hope 

This  alfo  thy  requeA,  with  caution  afk'd,  Things  not  reveal'd,  with  th'  invifible  King, 

Obtain  :    though  to  recount  almighty  works,  Only  Omnifcient,  hath  fupprefs'd  in  night, 

What  words,  or  tongue  of  Seraph,   can  fuffice,  To  none  communicable  in  earth,  or  heav'n. 

Or   heart  of  man  fufhce  to  comprehend  ?  Enough  is  left  befides  to  fearch,    and  know. 

yet  whatthou  canft  attain,    (vvhich  beft  may  ferve  But  knowledge  is  as  food,  and  needs  no  lefs 

To  glorify  the  Maker,    and  infer  Her  temperance  over  appetite,  to  know 

Thee  alfo  happier)  fhall  not  be  with-held  In  meafure  what  the  mind  may  well  contain  ; 

Thy  hearing  :  fuch  commifTion  frpm  abovc  OpprefTes  elfe  wkh  furfeit,   and  foon  turns 
\  have  receiv'd,  to  anfwer  thy  defire 

StuJti- 
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Stultitiam,  ut  tumct  indigefta  corpus  ab  cfca. 

Audi  igitur:  poftquam  ccelo  jam  Lucifcr  (illum 
Sic  memora,  claro  o^uondam  fulgore  cohortes 
Qui  fuperas  magis  antcibat,  quam  ftella  minores 
Ifta  faces)  fua  deciderat  per  inane  profundum 
In  loca,  cumque  malo  aethereae  ductore  phalanges  ; 
Jamque  iterum,  divorum  acie  latcra  ardua  claufus, 
Filius  in  patrias  victor  confcenderat  arces ; 
Tot  reliqua  Omnipotens  defpeftans  agmina,  natum 
Compellat  Pater,  auguftoque  hzec  ore  locutus : 

Invidus  en  magnis  quantum  excidit  hoftis  ab  aufis, 
Qui  vanas  fimilefque  fui  fimul  aetheris  omnes 
Invenifte  acies  ratus,  auxilioque  potenti 
Auclus  inacceflae  potuifle  refringere  rupis 
Moenia,  &  aeterni  veteres  has  numinis  arces 
Fidebat,  nofque  imperio  exturbare  fupremo. 
Multa  dolis  delufa.  cohors,  quos  confcius  aather 
Haud  iterum  gremio  excipiet.     Sed  maxima  longe 

Wifdom  to  folly,  as  nourifhment  to  wind.  Their  multitude,  and  to  his  Son  thus  fpake. 

Know  then,   that  after  Lucifer  from  heav'n  At  leaftour  enviousfoehathfaird,  whothought 

(So  call  him,    brighter  once  amidft  the  hoft  All  like  himfelf  rebellious,  by  whofe  aid 

Of  angels,   than  that  ftar  the  ftars  among)  This  in-acceffible  high  ftrength,  the  feat 

Fell  with  his  flaming  legions  thrbugh  the  deep  Of  Deity  fupreme,  us  difpoifeft, 

Into  his  place,  and  the  great  Son  return'd  He  trufted  to  have  feis'd,  and  into  fraud 

Viclorious  with  his  Saints,  th' Omnipotent  Drew  many,    whom  their  place  knows  here  no 
Eternal  Father  from  his  throne  beheld  more  : 

Vol.  II.  B  Servat 
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Servat  adhuc  patrias,  video,  jpars  maxima  fedes, 
Conftantem  complexa  fidem.    Spatia  ampla  patentum 
Ccelorum  numeris  etiamnum  ingentibus  implet 
Indigenarum  immenfa  acies,  quse  lucida  templa 
Concelebret,  meritofque  frequens  inftauret  honores. 
At  ne  forte  fuis  fe  jadlet  inaniter  aufis 
Improbus  ifte,  animi  fidens,  vaftofque  dedifle 
Exultet  demens  noftra  in  difpendia  ccelos, 
Quam  facile  &  pronum  eft  ea  damna  rependere,  damni 
Siquid  erit,  noftras  quod  perdita  turba  rebellum 
Deferuit  partes.     Orbem  ocius  ipfe  recentem 
Conftituam,  innumerafque  ex  lumbis  unius  ire 
Decernam  gentes,  fruituras  fedibus  illis, 
Donec  fpeclata.  penitus  pietate  fideque, 
Et  meritis  paulatim  auctis,  ad  fidera  clarum 
Tandem  iter  expediant.     Ridebit  &  aemula  tellus 
Coelorum,  coelis  irrupto  foedere  juncta, 
Aufpiciifque  lfdem  &  regno  lzetabitur  una 

Yet  far   the  greater  part  have  kept,  I  fee,  Self-loft ;  and  in  a  moment  will  create 

Their  ftation ;  heav'n,  yet  populous,  retains  Another  world  ;  out  of  one  man,  a  race 

Number  fufEcient  to  poffefs  her  realms,  Of  men  in-numerable,  there  to  dwell, 
Though  wide  ;   and  this  high  temple  to  frequent      Not  here ;   'till  by  degrees  of  merit  rais'd, 

With  minifteries  due,   and  folemn  rites.  They  open  to  themfelves  at  length  the  way 

But  left  his  heart  exalt  him,  in  the  harm  Up  hither;  under  long  obedience  try'd: 

Already  done,  to  have  difpeopled  heav'n,  And  earth  be  chang'd  to  heav'n,    and  heav'n  to> 
(My  damage  fondly  deem'd!)  I  can  repair  earth, 

That  detriment,  if  fuch  it  be,  to  lofe  One  kingdom,  joy,  and  union  without  end. 

At 
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At  vos  intcrea.  non  fecius  aethere  toto 
Gaudetc,  6  fuperi :   tuque  6  nate  unice,   Verbum 
Natc  meum,  per  te  juvat  hoc  praeftare ;  jubeto, 
Fiat :  obumbrantem  praefens  tibi  defuper  omnem 
Fundam  animam  virefque  meas;  afcende,  profundo 
I  manda,  metas  intra  fit  terra  polique 
Praefcriptas ;  late  effufo  fine  fine  profundo, 
Quippe  ego  sum,  cuncta  ingentis  fpatia  inflniti 
Qui  penitus  repleo,  fi  non  mihi  numine  toto 
Tempeflate  omni  laxetur  libera  virtus : 
Illa  fuo  arbitrio  fe  exercet  fponte ;  quiefcit, 
Ut  libet,  impatiens  vincli ;  nil  obftat  agenti, 
Non  cafus,  non  vis :  fatum  eft  mea  fola  voluntas. 

Dixerat  haec  Pater  Omnipotens;  &  dicla  potenti 
Numine  perfecit  Verbum  ipfius,  unica  proles. 
Tempore  agit  motuque  Deus  velocius  omni 
Quae  lubet :  at  longis  opus  eft  ambagibus,  aures 
Ut  penetrent  hominum  &  fenfus  labantur  in  imos. 

Mean-while  inhabit  lax,  ye  pow'rs  of  heav'n  !  And  put  not  forth  my  goodnefs  ;  which  is  frec 

And  thou  my  Word,  begotten  Son  !   by  thee  To  att,  or  not:    neceffity,  and  chance, 

This  I  perform ;  fpeak  thou,  and  be  it  done.  Approach  not  me  ;  and  what  I  will  is  fate. 
My  over-ihadowing  Spirit,  and  might,  with  thee  Sofpake  th'  Almighty,  andto  what  he  fpake 

I  fend  along  :  ride  forth,  and  bid  the  deep  His  Word,  the  filial  Godhead,  gave  effeft. 

Within  appointed  bounds,  be  heav'n  and  earth:  Immediate  are  the  a&s  of  God,  more  fwift 

Boundlefs  the  deep,  becaufe  I  AM  who  fill  Than  time,  or  motion;  but,    to  human  ears 

Infinitude:   nor  vacuous  the  fpace  ;  Cannot  without  procefs  of  fpeech  be  told; 

Though  I,    un-circumfcrib'd  my  felf,  retire,  So  told,  as  earthly  notion  can  receive. 

B  2  At 
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At  fuperis  magni  Omnipotentis  fandta  voluntas 
Ut  patuit,  laetis  fervens  coelum  omne  triumphis 
Protinus  infonuit :   fua  fit,  cecinere,  Supremo 
Gloria ;  venturas  hominum  beet  aethere  gentes 
MifTus  amor,   furgatque  novo  pax  aurea  mundo. 
Olli  ingens,  merito  ultrices  qui  exarflt  in  iras, 
Gloria ;  qui  malefida  alta  procul  arce  piorum 
Agmina  agens  penitus  divino  exclufit  ab  ore : 
Olli  laus  aeterna,  bonum  qui  novit  ab  ipfo 
EduxifTe  malo;  vacuas  fupplere  rebellum 
Qui  fedes  fuperum  aufpiciis  melioribus  orto 
Semine  conftituit,  diffufaque  munera  laetis 
Orbibus,  extremifque  olim  tranfmittere  faeclis. 
Hsec  fanclae  infonuere  arces.     Magni  incrementum 
Grande  Dei  jam  nunc  parat  alta  faceflere  ccepta. 
Accingit  latus  Omnipotentia;  multa  flagrantes 
Majeftas  divina  comas  radiantiaque  ambit 
Tempora ;  fe  dulci  fapientia  mifcet  amori 

Great  triumph  and  rejoicing  was  in  heav'n,  Good  out  of  evil  to  create  j  inflead 

When  fuch  was  heard  declar'd  th'Almighty's  will :  Of  fpirits  malign,  a  better  race  to  bring 

Glory  they  fung  to  the  moft  High  !   good  will  Into  their  vacant  room,  and  thence  diffufc 

To  future  men,  and  in  their  dwellings  peace  !  His  good  to  worlds  and  ages  infinite. 

Glory  to  him !  whofe  juft  avenging  ire  So  fang  the  hierarchies.  Mean-while  the  Son. 

Had  driven  out  th'  uBgodly  from  his  fig^it,  On  his  great  expedition  now  appear'd, 

And  th' habitations  of  the  juft  :    to  him  Girt  with   omnipotence,    with  radiance  cxownM. 

Glory  and  praife  :    whofe  wifdom  had  ordain'd  Of  majefty  divine:  fapience,  and  love 

Gra^ 
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Gratior,  &  fancto  effulget  patcr  omnis  in  orc. 
Flammivomos  circum  volitabant  plurima  currus 
Clara  fcraphum  ardentum  acies  &  pulcra  cherubum 
Agmina,  coeligenae  virtutes,  fceptra  thronique, 
Vitarum  aligerae  turmae,  aligeraeque  quadrigae, 
Quas  immenfa  Dei  jactant  armaria,  bini 
Qiia  retinent  montes  aerati  millia  currum 
Innumera,  aethereis  femper  fervire  parata 
Militibus,  magnaeque  olim  fervata  diei : 
Jam  fponte  ingenito  fimul  emicuere  vigore 
Omnia,  cceleftemque  expectant  confcia  regem. 
Ocius  aeternae  bipatentes  pandere  portae 
Hinc  atque  hinc  valvas,   auratis  dulce  fonantes 
Cardinibus ;  per  quas  fummi  ceHiflima  regis 
Gloria  prodiret,  verbique  animaeque  potentis 
Numine  mundorum  fabricas  ftrudura  recentunu 
Tum  cceli  extremo  ftantes  in  Jittore  latum 
Defpectant  longe  barathrum,  rapidi  aaquoris  inftar 

Immenfe,  and  all  his  Father  in  him  fhon.  Spontaneous  (for  within  them  Spirit  liv'd) 

About  his  chariot  numberlefs  were  pour'd  Attendant  on  their  Lord :  heav'n  open'd  wide 

Cherub,    and  feraph,  potentates,   and  thrones,  Her  ever.  during  gates,  harmonious  found! 

And  virtues :   winged  fpirits,  and  chariots  wing'd,  On  golden  hinges  moving,  to  let  forth 

From  th'  armory  of  God  ;  where  ftand  of  old  The  King  of  glory,  in  his  pow'rful  Word, 

Myriads,  between  two  brazen  mountains  lodg'd  And  Spirit,  coming  to  create  new  worlds. 

Againfl  a  folemn  day,  harnefs'd  at  hand,  On  heav'nly  ground  they  ftood,and  from  the  fhore- 

Caleilial  e^uipage !  and  now  came  forth  They  view'd  the  vaft  immeafurable  abyfs, 

Atrum,, 
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Atrum,   immane,  ferumque,  everfum  ex  fedibus  imis 
Ventorum  rabie,  flu&ufque  immane  frementes 
Convolvens,  tanquam  aftra  petant,  tanquam  ipfa  tonantis 
Regna  velint  ruere,  &  ccelum  mifcere  profundo. 

"  Siftite,    turbati  flu&us,  vofque,  alta  filete, 
Omnificum  juflit  Verbum,"  cohibete  furorem. 

Continuo  (eie  expandens  per  inane,  cherubum 
Invedus  pennis  patrioque  indutus  honore, 
Ibat  in  alta  Chaus,  latitantis  femina  mundi. 
Audiit  &  vocem  late  Chaos.     Omnis  euntem 
Circumfufa  cohors  fequitur,   praefulgidus  ordo, 
Ardentes  miram  dextrae  luftrare  fupremae 
Virtutem,  &  fpe&anda  novae  primordia  molis. 
Jamque  rotas  fiftit  rapidas :     dextram  aureus  armat 
Circinus,  aeterna  dudum  fuper  arce  repoftus, 
Ut  quondam  metas  orituro  duceret  orbi. 
Altera  pars  ftabilis  centro  ftetit ;  altera,  circum 
Verfa,  cavi  late  fignat  fpatia  ampla  profundi. 

Outragious  as  a  fea,  dark,  wafteful,  wild  ;  For  Chaos  heard  his  voice.     Him  all  his  train 

Up  from  the  bottom  turrfd  by  furious  winds,  Follow'd  in  bright  proceffion,  to  behold 

And  furging  waves,  as  mountains,  to  affault  Creation,  and  the  wonders  of  his  might. 

HeavVs  height,  and  with  the  centre  mix  the  pole.  Then  ftaid  the  fervid  wheels,   and  in  his  hand 

Silence,   ye  troubled  waves,    and  thou  deep,  He  took  the  golden  compaffes,  prepar'd 

peace  !  In  God's  eternal  ftore,  to  circumfcribe 

£aid  then  th"  omnific  Word,   your  difcord  end—  This  univerfe,     and  ali  created  things. 

Nor  ftaid;  but,  on  the  wings  of  Cherubim  One  foot  he  center'd,   and  the  other  turn'd 

Up-lifted,  in  paternal  glory  rode  Round  through  the  vaft  profundity  obfcure ; 
Far  intp  Cbaos,  and  the  world  unborn ,  HuC, 
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Huc,  ait,  ufque  tuos,  cn  huc  exporrigc  fines, 
Munde  capax;  plenum  cohibcto  hic  tcrminus  orbem. 
Sic  Deus  has  terras,  fic  aethera  voce  creavit, 
Pondus  adhuc  informe ;  nigrantem  immanis  abyflum 
Nox  operit ;  fed  lene  filentum  marmor  aquarum 
Sancta  Dei  incumbens  alte  genialibus  alis 
Foecundatque  fovetque  anima,  infmuatque  vigorem 
iEthereum  undantis  per  membra  calentia  maffae. 
Nec  mora,  quin  ultro  gelidae  in  fpatia  ima  recedunt, 
Blanda  recufantes  vitai  fpicula,  fasces 
Tartareae :  tum  congeriem  glomerantur  in  unam 
Seque  viciflim  amplexa  trahunt  concordia  rerum 
Semina ;  diverfas  afFecliant  castera  partes, 
Quaeque  fiias;  fenfim  elu£tatur  tenuior  arther, 
Ponderibufque  fuis  tellus  librata  pependit. 

Efto  lux,  Deus  inquit;  &  ocius  emicuit  lux 
^Etherea,  omnigenum  princeps,  pars  purior  aurae 
Simplicis,  altiemerfa  finu;  patriaque  orientis 

And  faid,  thus  far  extend,  thus  far  thy  bounds,  Adverfe  to  life :   then  founded,  then  cong!ob'd 

This  be  thy  juft  circumference,  O  world  !  Like  things  to  like  ;  the  reft  to  feveral  place 

Thus  God  the  heav'n  created,  thus  the  earth ;  Dif-parted ;  and  between,  fpun  out  the  air  : 

Matter  un-form'd,  and  void!    darknefs  profound  And  earth  felf-ballanc'd  on  her  centre  hung. 

Cover'd  th'  abyfs;  but,  on  the  wat'ry  calm  Let  there  be  light !   faid  God  :   and  forthwith 

His  brooding  wings  the  fpirit  of  God  out-fpread,  light 

And  vital  virtue  infus'd,   and  vital  warmth  Ethereal,  firft  of  things,  quintefience  pure, 

Throughout  the  fluid  mafs ;  but,  downward  purg'd  Sprung  from  the  deep :  and  from  her  native  eaft, 
The  black,  tarureous,  cold,  infernal  dregs, 

Sede 
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Sede  per  aerium  obfcurum  progrefla  nitenti 
Invehitur  late  nebula :  fol  nondum  erat ;  illa 
Interea  rutilae  incoluit  tentoria  nubis. 
Lux  placuit  fpe&ata  Deo :  lucem  ipfe  tenebris 
Limite  fecernit  medio :  audivere  tenebrae 
Nox,  lumenque  dies.    Sic  primos  hefperus  ortus, 
Primos  mane  tulit,  fic  fulfit  prima  dierum. 
Nec  fuperum  filuere  chori  nec  carmina  laeta 
Obliti,  ut  lucem  e  tenebris  videre  recentem 
Surgere,  natalefque  novi  fplendefcere  mundi. 
Laetitiam  ingentem  plaufufque  per  ampla  volutant 
Concava :  tum  citharas  pulfant  comitantibus  aureas 
Vocibus;  artifici  &  magno  paeana  canentes 
Illum  alacri  auctorem  refonabant  carmine,  primus 
Ut  vefper  coelis,  ut  prima  aurora  refulfit. 

Deinde  iterum  Deus :   errantes  fe  exporrigat  aether 
Inter  aquas,  undafque  undis  fecernat:   et  aether 

To  journey  through  the  aery  gloom  began,  Birth-day  of  heav'n  andearth  !  with  joy,  and  ftiout, 

Sphear'd  in  a  radiant  cloud  ;   (for  yet  the  fun  The  hollow  univerfal  orb  they  fill'd  ; 

Was  not)  ihe  in  a  cloudy  tabernacle  And  touch'd  their  golden  harps,     and  hymning 

Sojourn'd  the  while.  God  faw  the  light  was  good  :  prais'd 

And  light  from  darknefs  by  the  hemifphere  God,  and  his  works ;  creator  him  they  fung, 

Divided:    light  the  day,  and  darknefs  night  Both  when  firft  ev'ning  was,  and  when  firft  morn. 

He  nam'd.  Thus  was  the  firft  day  ev'n  andmorn:  Again,  God  faid,  let  there  be  firmament 

Nor  paft  un-celebrated,   nor  un-fung  Amid  the  waiers,  and  let  it  divide 

Bv  the  cceleftial  choirs,  when  orient  light  The  waters  froni  the  waters  !    and  God  made 


Jixhaling  firft  from  darknefs  they  beheld  j 


Sefe 
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Sefe  cxporrexit,  gcnitali  ex  aere  purum 
Expanfum  liquidumque ;  &  pellucentibus  ulnis 
Undiqug  complexu  vaftum  circumdedit  orbem. 
Hoc  adeo,  quae  Lympha  fupra,  quaeque  innatat  infra, 
Limite  dividitur.    Mundi  fpatium  omne  patentis 
Ingens  fundavit  Pater,  indomitamque  Chaus  vim 
Longius  amovit,  caecas  Contraria  lites 
Ne  foveant,  trepidamque  ferant  rapido  impete  molem. 
Fecerat,  &caelos  vocat  aethera:  Vefper&almum 
Mane,  choro  comitante,  diem  duxere  fecundam. 

Facla  recens  tellus,  necdum  matura,  latebat 
Undarum  conclufa  utero ;  totam  alta  tenebant. 
iEquora;  nec  nihil  illajuvant;  aft  ubere  lasto 
Altius  in  magnae  gremium  demifla  parentis 
Foecundant  placide,  faturofque  uligine  folvunt 
Luxuriante  finus;  cumfic  Deus:  ite  coacta 
In  cumulum,  fubter  ccelis  ite  aequora,  certas 


The  firmament  expanfe  of  liquid,  pure, 
Tranfparent,  elemental  air,  diffus'd 
In  circuit  to  the  uttermoft  convex 
Of  this  great  round :  partition  firm,   and  fure, 
The  waters  underneath  from  thofe  above 
Dividing ;  for  as  earth,  fo  he  the  world 
Built  on  circumfluous  waters  calm,  in  wide 
Chryftallin  ocean,  and  the  loud  mif-rule 
Of  Cbaas  far  remov'd  :  left  fierce  extremes 
Contiguous,   might  diilemper  the  whole  frame ; 


And  heav'n  he  nanVd  the  firmament :  fo  ev'n 
And  morning  chorus  fung  the  fecond  day. 

The  earth  was  form'd,  but  in  the  womb  as  yet 
Of  waters  (embryon  immature)  involv'd,~ 
Appear'd  not:    over  all  the  face  of  earth 
Main  ocean  flow'd ;  not  idle,  but  with  warm 
Prolific  humor  foft'ning  all  her  globe, 
Fermented  the  great  mother  to  conceive, 
Sadate  with  genial  moifture  :  when  God  faid, 
Be  gather'd  now  ye  waters  under  heav'n 
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Hinc  fedes  properate ;  &  prodeat  arida  tellus. 
Extemplo  nudorum  ingentia  corpora  montium 
Emergunt;   membris  immanibus  ardua  in  aftra 
Tollunt  fe  aerii,  &  capita  inter  nubila  condunt. 
Nec  non  &  mantes  quantum  in  fublime  minaces 
Surgere,  tantum  humiles  molli  fubfldere  valles 
Senfim  planitie,  gremiumque  expandere  rivis 
Grande,  capax.     Huc  praecipites  fe  laetius  undae 
Corripuere,  citifque  volubile  cogitur  agmen 
Orbibus,  ut  ficco  glomerantur  pulvere  guttae. 
Pars  vitreos  tumidae  in  muros  aut  ardua  raptim 
In  juga  profiliunt,  &  magni  jufla.  Parentis 
Obfervant  trepidae :  ut  fonuit  cum  buccina,  caftris 
Undique  praecipites  (quarum  tibi  fama  per  aures 
Dudum  iit)  evafere  acies.    Sic  ocius  omnes, 
Qua  data  porta,  ruunt  liquidae  fine  more  cohortes  ;. 
Undis  imminet  unda,  &  fluclum  fludtus  adurget.. 
Hic  clivorum  emifla  jugis  torrentia  fervent 

Into  one  place,  and  let  dry  land  appear!  —  As  drops  on  duft  conglobing  from  the  dry: 

Immediately  the  mountains  huge  appear  Part  rife  in  chryftal  wall,  or  ridge  direft, 

Emer<rent,  mdtheir  broad  bare  backs  up-heave  Forhafte;fuchflightthegreat  command  imprefs^cT 

Into  the  clcudi,  their  tops  afcend  the  flty.  On  the  fwift  floods  :  as  armies  atthe  call 

So  high  as  heav'd  the  tumid  hills,  fo  low  Of  trumpet  (for  of  armies  thou  haft  heard) 

Down  funk  a  hollow  bottom,  broad,  and  deep>  Troop  to  their  ftandard  ;  fo  the  wat'ry  throng, 

Capacious  bed  of  waters  !  Thither  they  Wave  rolling  after  wave,  where  way  they  found ; 

Jiafted  wkh  glad  precipkance,  up-roli'(J,  Iffteep,  wkh  torrent  raphire  j  if  through  plain-, 

Flu- 
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Flumina  :   ibi  tacitae  Iaevi  fupcr  cequorc  lymphae 
Mollc  fluunt ;  fruftra  montcfque  ac  faxa  repugnant : 
Ilta  adco  aut  terras  fubtcr  labuntur,  iterque 
Clamcelerant;  circum  finuofoaut  tramite  curvas 
Quasiivere  vias  per  humum,   bibulumque  canales 
Altius  in  limum  faciles  fodere,  priufquam 
Juflerat  a  tellure  undas  fecernier  omni 
Parte  Deus,  ni  qua  certis  jam  curfibus  amnes 
Errant,  humentique  falutant  agmine  ripas. 
Pulvereumque  folum,   terras  j  flu&ufque  capacis 
Per  fpatia  ampla  Cavi  glomeratos,  aequora  dixit. 
Vidit  pulcra  Deus,  juflitque :  virentia  mittat 
Gramina  jam  tellus  &  laetam  feminis  herbam ; 
Mittat  &  arboreos  foetus  fiia   poma  ferentes, 
Seminibufque  fuis  auclos  telluris  in  alvo. 
Tantum  effatus :  &  informis  defertaque  tellus 
Triftis  adhuc  vultuque  horrenti  nuda,  tenellum 
Explicat  en  gramen,  facies  quo  tota  virefcit 

Soft-ebbing  j  nor  witMood  them  rock,  or  hill :  And  faw  that  it  was  good  :  and  faid,  Let  tV  earth 

But  they,  or  under  ground,  or  circuit  wide  Put  forth  the  verdant  grafs,     herb  yielding  feedy 

With  ferpent-error  wand'ring,  found  their  way,  And  fruit-tree  yielding  fruit  after  her  kind  ; 

And  on  the  wafhy  oofe  decp  channels  wore  ;  Whofe  feed  is  in  her  felf  upon  the  earth! — ■ 

Eafy,  e'er  God  had  bid  the  ground  be  dry,  He  fcarce   had  faid,    when  the  bare  earch  ('till 
Ali  but  within  thofe  banks,  where  rivers  now  then 

Stream,   and  perpetual  draw  their  humid  train.  Defert,  and  bare,  unfightly,   un-adorn'd) 

The  dry  land,  earth ;  and  the  great  receptacle  Brought  forth  the  tender  grafs,whofe  verdure  clad 

Of  congregated  waters,  he  call'd  feas ;  Her  univerfal  face  with  pleafant  green  : 

C  2  Lsetior, 
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Lsetior,  &  late  difTufo  lumine  ridet,- 
Tum  varis  genus  omne  herbae  fubito  ordine  furgunt, 
Fragrantem  decorantque  finum,  &  diverla  comante» 
Multiplici  laetos  intexunt  flore  colores. 
Herbamm  dum  fe  flos  panderet,  exiit  errans 
Pampinus,  uvarumque  &  frondis  prodiga ;  repfit 
Vafto  ventre  cucurbita  ;  furrexitque  corufcans, 
Denfatafque  acies  per  campum  inftruxit  arundo. 
Parte  alia  capite  hirfuto  vix  audet  in  auras 

Ire  rubus,  dumique  comis  crifpantibus  horrent. 

Tandem  fe  chorea  attollunt  impune  fuperha 

Arborum  opaca  cohors,  ingens ;  laetifque  gravefcunt 

Fructibus,  aut  tenero  trudunt  e  palmite  gemmas. 

Hinc  altum  juga  fumma  nemus,  vallefque  coronant 

Criftati  frutices ;  hinc  undique  margine  laeto 

Ornantur  virides  fontifque  &  fluminis  orae. 

Jamque  ade6  vultu  fplendente  fimillima  ccelo 

Ridebat  tellus,  fedes  peramcena,  deifque 

Then,  herbs  of  ev'ry  leaf,  that  fudden  flowYd  Their  branches  hung  with   copious    fruit,    «» 

Op*ning  their  various  colors,   and  made  gay  gemm'd 

V-et  bofom,  fimelling  fweet.      And,  thfife  fcarce  Their  blofibms  :  with  high  woods  the  hills  were 

biown,  crown'd ; 

Forth  flourHh'd  thkk  the  cluftring  vine,forth  crept  With  tufts  the  vallies ;  and  each  fountain  fide, 

The  fmelling  gourd,  up  ftood  the  corny  reed  With  borders  long  the  rivers :  that,  earthnow 

Embattel'd  in  her  field  ;    and  th'  humble  ftirub,  Seem'd  hketo  heav'n;  afeatwhere  Gods  might 
And  bulh,  with  frizl'd  hair  implicit.     Laft,  dweil, 

Rofe,  as  in  dance,  the  ftately  trees,  and  fpread 

Non 
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Non  indigna ;  dcos  hxc  intcr  rura  vagari 
Juvcrit,  umbrarumque  facros  habitarc  rcccffus. 
Sed  pluviis  nondum  effufus  dcfcenderat  imber 
Fcrtilibus ;  ncc  Homo,  raftris  qui  fcinderet  arva, 
Ortus  adhuc :  terra  vapor  exiit  almus,    &  omnes 
Largius  humectans  campos  per  lucida  faecla 
Plantarum,  variafque  herbas  (quas  ipfe  crearat 
Ante  Pater,  quam  nata  folo  nutritaque  in  auras 
Germina  protulerant)  rorem  difperfit  amicum. 
Vidit  &  haec  quoque  pulcra  Deus :    fic  Hefperus  alter, 
Altera  lapfa  Aurora;  &  fe  Lux  tertia  claufit. 

Tunc  iterum  Omnipotens:  alto  flnt  Lumina  ccelo, 
Qux  no£tem  luci  abjungant ;  fulgentia  longe 
Signa  fient,  variafque  rotantum  rite  dierum 
Annorumque  vices,  revolutaque  tempora  monftrent : 
Emittant  lucem  fuper  aethera,  munere  juflb 
Fungantur,  multaque  illuflrent  lampade  terras. 
Dixit,  erant :  duo  magna  humanos  fingit  in  ufus 


Or  wander  with  delight,  and  Iove  to  haunt 
Her  facred  Ihades :  tho'  God  had  yet  not  rain'd 
Uponthe  earth,  and  man  to  till  the  ground 
None  was  :  but,  from  the  earth  a  dewy  mift 
Went  up,  and  water'd  all  the  ground  and  each 
Plant  of  the  field;  which,  e'er  it  was  in  th'  earth, 
God  made,  and  ev'ry  herb,  before  it  grew 
On  the  greenftem:  God  faw  that  it  was  good. 
So  ev'n  and  morn  recorded  the  third  diy. 


Again  th'  Almighty  fpake :  Let  there  be  lights 
High  in  th'  expanfe  of  heav'n,  to  divide 
The  day  from  night :  and  let  them  be  for  figns,, 
For  feafons  and  for  days  and  circling  years  j 
And  let  them  be  for  lights,  as  I  ordain 
Their  office  in  the  firmament  of  heav'n, 
To  give  light  on  the  earth  ! — and  it  was  fo. 
And  God  made  two  great  lights ;  (great  for  their 


ufe 
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Lumina,  majorique  diem  nodtemque  minori 
Dat  Pater,  alternis  moderandas :  aethere  &  aftra 
Sufpendit,  ftabili  imperio  quae  certa  tenerent 
Tempora,  dividerentque  abjun&as  luce  tenebras. 
Vidit  opus  fublime  Opifex,  vifumque  probavit. 
Namque  ex  corporibus  primum,  quae  continet  aether, 
Ingentem  ante  alios  longe  fabricaverat  orbes 
Solem,  textura  aetherea,  fed  luce  carentem 
Primitus :  inde  globum  lunae,  innumerafque  micantes 
Stellas  per  liquidi  fparfit  fata  lucida  cceli, 
Diverfis  ftellas  radiis  &  difpare  mole. 
Continuo  lucis  longe  pars  maxima,  templo 
Edita  nubifero,  ruit  amplum  folis  in  orbem ; 
Ille  repente  bibit  venis  fltientibus  hauftos 
Splendoris  fluvios,  flrmoque  in  cofpore  fervat. 
Hic  tibi,  Lux,  fuprema  palatia  :    cornua  laetus 
Lucifer  hinc  rutilo  tingit  diftinclia  colore; 

To  man)  the  greater  to  have  rule  by  day,  Tho'  of  ethereal  mold  :    then  fornfd  the  moon 

The  lefs  by  night,  alterne  :  and  made  the  ftars  ;  Globofe ;   and  ev'ry  magnitude  of  ftars  j 

And  fet  them  in  the  firmament  of  heav'n  And  fow'd  with  ftars  the  heav'n,  thick  at  a  field. 

T'  illuminate  the  earth,  and  rule  the  day,  Of  light  by  far  the  greater  part  he  took, 

In  their  viciffitude,  and  rule  the  night ;  Tranfplanted  from  her  cloudy  fhrine,  and  plac'd 

And  light  from  darknefs  to  divide.     God  faw,  In  the  fun's  orb,  made  porous  to  receive 

Surveying  his  great  work,  that  it  was  good  :  And  drink  the  liquid  light;   firm,  to  retain 

For,  of  coeleftial  bodies  firft,  the  fun  Her  gather'd  beams;    great  palace  now  of  light : 

{A  mighty  fphere  !)  hefram'd;  un-lightfome  firft,  Hither,  as  to  their  fountain,  other  ftars 

Hunc 
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Hunc  fc  omnc  ad  fontcm  fydus  fcrt,  hic  trahit  urnis 

Auratis  jubar  adfuetum ;  hinc  radiantia  lucis 

Flumina  derivant,  quaslongius  acthere  fummo 

Semotas  contracta  vides  dare  lumina  flammas. 

Primus  in  eoa  fulfit  regione,  diei 

Dux,  ccelorum  illuftre  decus,  radiifque  ferenis 

Veftiit  extremas  circumfufi  aetheris  oras, 

Longum  avidus  metiri  excelfo  in  tramite  curfum. 

Ante  choros  duxere,  micantcs  luce  benigna. 

Pleiades,  canoque  aurora  infignis  amictu.  i" 

Parte  alia  occiduis  argentea  luna  cadebat 

Prona  plagis,  folis  fpeculum,  de  fole  fluentes 

Ufque  bibens  adverfa  faces,  placidum  ore  tumenti 

DifFundens  jubar  atque  alienos  mitius  ignes. 

Quam  magis  hic  rutilo  progrefTus  tramite  cosli, 

Tam  magis  illa  fugit,  longeque  afpedtat  euntem  : 

Nocle  revertenti  mox  lastior  ipfa  renidens 

Imperium  lene  exercet ;  regnoque  fereno 

Repairing,  in  tlieir  golden  urns  draw  light :  Dawn,  and  the  PleiaJes,  before  Him  danc'd", 

And  hence  the  morning  planet  gilds  her  horns  :  Shedding  fweet  influence.  Lefs  bright  the-moon*. 

By  tinaure  or  refkaion,  they  augment  But  oppofite  in  levell"d  weft  was  fet, 

Their  fmall  peculiar,  though   (from  human  fight  His  mirror,  with  full  face  borrowing  her  light 

So  far  remote)  with  diminution  feen.  From  him  ;  for  other  light  flie  needed  none 

Firftin  his  ealt  the  glorious  lamp  was  feen^  In  that  afpett :   and  ftill  that  diftance  keeps 

Regent  of  day  j  and  all  th'  horizon  round  'Till  night ;   then,  in  the  eaft  her  turn  fhe  fhinesr, 

Invefted  with  bright  rays,  jocund  to  run  Revolv'd  on  heavVs  great  axle,  and  her  reign, 

His  longitude  through  heav'n's  high  road :  the  gray  Witk  thoufand  leiTer  lights  dividual  holds, 

Splen- 
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Splendidulis  lucent  aftrorum  millia  flammis 
Denfa  polo,  innumerafque  accendunt  aethere  gemmas. 
Jam  tum  mirati  Vefperque  Auroraque  primum 
Splendorem  ccelo  infolitum  &  redeuntia  certis 
Tempora  momentis,  quartae  decora  alta  Diei. 

Ero-o  iterum  jubet  Omnipotens:  undae  ova  repente 
Parturiant,  amploque  finu  promiffa  animantum 
Plurima  diffundant:  volucres  per  inane  ferantur 
Altius,  expanfis  puro  fuper  jethere  pennis. 
Extemplo  creat  Omnipotens  immania  cete 
Corpora;  felices  animata  repente  per  undas 
Plurima,  per  coelum,  generatim  millia  volgo 
Saecla  creat  volitantum,  &  millia  fae'cla  natantum. 
Vidit&  haec  quoque  pulcra  Deus :  dixitque,  beato 
Ferte  finu  fobolem  innumeram ;  vos  laetius  omnes 
Ubere  per  fluvios  atque  alta  per  aequora  partu 
Undicolae,   &  terris  vos  luxuriate,  volucres. 
Protinus  omne  fretum,  flnus  omnis,  &  omnia  ponti 

With  thoufand  thoufand  ftars !  that  then  appear'd  And  God  created  the  great  whales,  and  each 

Spangling  the  hcmifphere  ;  then  firft  adorn'd  Soul  living,  each  that  crept,  which  plenteouflj 

With  their  bright  luminaries,  that  fet  and  rofe.  The  waters  generated  by  their  kinds : 

Glad  ev'ning  and  glad  morn  crown'd  the  fourth  And  every  bird  of  wing  after  his  kind  : 

day.  And  fawthat  itwas  good,and  blefs'd  them,  faying, 

And  God  faid,  Let  the  waters  generate  Be  fruitful,  multiply,    *nd  in  the  feas 

Reptil,  with  fpawn  abundant,  living  foul !  And  lakes  and  running  ftreams  the  waters  fill ! 

And  let  fowl  fly  above  the  earth,  with  wings  And  let  the  fowl  be  multiply'd  on  th'  earth  ; 

Pifplay'd  on  th'  open  firmament  of  heav'n  !  Forthwith  thefounds  andfeas.eachcreekandbay, 

iEquora 
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iEquora  pifciculis  immcnfo  cxaminc  paflim 
Plena  tumcnt ;  populi  circum  denfiflima  fervcnt 
Agmina  fluclivagi ;    pinnarum  &  remige  multo, 
Splendefcunt  fquamis  celeres  fub  caerula  lapfi, 
Aut  medium  denfo  impediunt  fimul  agmine  pontum. 
Pars  herbam  aequoream  &  canentia  pabula  tondent 
Soli;  parsjunctim  exultant,  filvifque  coralli 
Difcurrunt  faliuntque,  ad  folem  terga  corufca 
Pandentes,  auroque  leves  variante  relucent. 
Bacchatis  alii  conchis  humentia  ponti 
Pabula  fecuri  capiunt ;  rupis-ve  benigno 
Vertice  obumbrati  expe&ant  alimenta,  latentque 
Membratim  adfutas  rigido  fub  tegmine  teftae. 
At  phocae  &  curvi  ludunt  in  marmore  puro 
Delphines ;  fine  more  alii  turgentia  membra 
Mole  rotant  immani  atque  aequora  turbine  vexant. 
Vafta  tumet  balaena,  animantum  terror,  &  alto 
Nunc  late  refupina  jacens  extenditur  undis 

With  fry  in-numerable  fwarm,    and  (hoals  Or,  in  their  pearly  fhells  at  eafe,  attend 

Of  fim,    that  with  their  rins,   and  Ihining  fcales,  .  Moift  nutriment ;  or  under  rocks  their  food,. 

Glide  under  the  green  wave  in  fculls,  that  oft  In  jointed  armor,  watch :   on  fmooth,  the  feal, 

Bank  the  mid-fea :    part  fingle,  or   with  mate,  And  bended  dolphins  play :  part,  huge  of  bulk  ! 

Graze  the   fea-weed   their   pafture ;    and  thro'  Wallowing  unweildy,  enormous  in  their  gait, 

groves  Tempeft  the  ocean :  there  leviathan, 

Of  coralftray  ;  or,  fporting  with  quick  glance,  Hugeft  of  living  creatures,  on  the  deep 

Shew  to  the  fun  their  wav'd  coats,    drop'd  with  Stretch'd  like  a  promontory,  fleeps  or  fwims; 

gold: 

Vol.  II.  D  Magni 
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Magni  inftar  montis ;  nunc  mobilis  infula  toto 
Fludluat  oceano,  undantique  probofcidis  ore 
Ejicit,  immani  quod  gutture  forpferat  aequor. 
Interea  mollefque  lacus  craffaeque  paludes 
.     Littoraque  indigenas  late  ferventia  fcetus 
Difruptis  fudere  ovis ;  pullofque  tepenti 
Implumes  peperere  finu,  mox  fpernere  terram 
Aufuros,  penna  clangente  in  fidera  ferri, 
Et  trahere  obfcuram  celfo  fuper  aethere  nubem. 
Verticibus  cedri  aeriis  penitufque  fuprema 
Rupe  fuos  aquila  alta,  fuofque  ciconia  tuto 
Sufpendit  nidos.     Pars  arva  liquentia  tranant 
Securi  nullis  comitantibus :   agmine  faclo 
Pars  volitant  dire&a.  acie,  denfofque  coacli 
In  cuneos  iter  excudunt ;  communibus  alis 
Fortius  innixi  tempeftatumque  fcientes 
Sublimem  terras  fuper  &  fuper  aequora  curfum 
Extendunt :  ftc  gnara  gruis  folertia  tendit 

And  feems  a  rnoving  land  ;  and  athis  gills  With  clang  defpis'd  the  ground,  imder  a  cloud 

Draws  in,  andat  his  trunk  fpouts  out  a  fea.  In  profpeft:   there,  the  eagle,  and  the  ftork, 

Mean-while  the  tepid  caves  and  fens  and  ihoars  On  cliffs,   and  cedar  tops,   their  eyries  build: 

Their  brood  as  numerous  hatch  from  th'egg,that  Part,  Ioofly  wing  the  region ;  part,  more  wife 

foon  In  common,   rang'd  in  figure  wedge  their  way  ; 

Burfting  with  kindly  rupture,  forth-difclos'd  Intelligent  of  feafons,   and  fet  forth 

Their  callow  young :  butfeather'dfoon  andfledge,  Their  aery  caravan,  high  over  feas 

They  fumm'd  their  pens ;    and  foaring  th'airfub-  Flying,  and  over  lands,  with  mutual  wing 

lirne,  Eafing  their  flight ;  (fo  fteers  the  prudent  crane 

Annuum 
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Annuum  itcr,  nimbis  cquitans ;  flabrifquc  fonoris 
Plumarum  innumeris  agitantum  flucluat  acthcr. 
Pcr  ramos  hinc  inde  leves  pulchella  minorum 
Gens  avium  micat  exultim  filvafque  filentes 
Mulcet,  dulcc  canens,  &  pi&as  explicat  alas 
Solis  ad  extremum  jubar :  at  neque  blandula  fecum 
Abftinuit  folitis  jam  tum  philomela  querelis ; 
Sed  nocflem,  quam  longa,   melos  modulata  canorum. 
Amnibus  argenteis  alii  rivifque  ferenis 
Molliculos  lavere  finus  :  candore  fuperbit: 
Tardus  olor,  tumet  incurvati  fornice  colli, 
Remigioque  pedum  atque  arrectis  navigat  alis. 
Illi  autem  perfepe  lacus  fprevere  jacentes, 
Et  vecli  rigidis  fublime  per  aera  pennis 
Immenfo  exfpatiantur  mani.     Cetera  terram 
Pars  amat,  infiftitque  folo  &  veftigia  firmat : 
Quos  inter  roftrum  gailus  criftafque  comantes 
Effert :  cun&antem  clara?  cui  buccina  vocis 

Her  annual  voyage)    born  on  winds,   the  air  Their  downy  breaft  ;  the  fwan.with  arched  neck. 

Floats,    as  they  pafs,  fann'd  with  un-number'd  Betweenher  white  wings  mantling  proudly,rowea 

plumes.  Her  ftate  with  oary  feet:    yet  oft  they  quit" 

From  branch  to  branch  the   fmaller  birds  with  The  dank,   and  rifing  on  ftiff  pennons,  tour 

fong  The  mid  aereal  fky.     Others  on  ground 

Solac'd  thc  woods,  and  fpread  their  painted  wings  Walk'd  firm;    the  crefted   cock,   whofe  clarion. 
'Till  ev'n ;  nor  then,  the  folemn  nightingale  founds 

Ceas'd  warbling,  but  all  nightturn'd  her  foftlays.  The  filent  hours;    and  th'other,  whofe  gay  train 
Others,  oa  filver  lakes  and  rivers  bath'd 

D  2  Incre- 
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Increpitat  lucem.    Sequitur,  qui  fyrma  fuperbum 
Stellantefque  in  cauda  oculos  variofque  colores 
Iridis  oftentat.     Pennatis  civibus  aer, 
Squamigeris  fcatuit  pontus :  fic  vefpere  laeto 
Quinta  dies,  fic  mane  hilari  celebrata  renidet. 

Ultima  &  Artiflcis  claudens  opera  alta  fupremi, 
Sexta  oritur:  citharaeque  alacres  &  vefpere  cantus 
Et  mane  ingeminant.  Tum  fic  Pater :  omne  animantum 
Terra  genus,  pecudefque  &  quot  reptare  per  orbem 
Sascla  velim,  lucis  generatim  efFundat  in  oras. 
Audit  terra  Deum,  partuque  enixa  beato 
Viventum  innumeras  gentes  fimul  edidit  alvo 
Prodiga,  maturas  membrorum  atque  artubus  aptas 
Quafque  fuis.     Terra  emergens,  tanquam  orta  cubili 
Dumofo  denfis-ve  rubis,  nemorum-ve  receffu 
Horrenti,  fera  fe  liquidas  produxit  in  auras ; 
Una  per  filvas  geminae  nafcuntur,  &  errant. 
Tum  campos  ac  prata  fuper  viridantia  furgunt 

Adorns  him,  color'd  with  the  florid  hue  Eachin  their  kind!--Theearthobey'd;  andftrak 

Of  rain-bows,  and  ftarry  eyes.   The  waters  thus  Op'ning  her  fertile  womb,  teem'd  at  a  birth 

With  filh  replenilh'd,   and  the  air  with  fowl,  Innamercus  living  creatures,  perfeft  forms, 

Ev'ning  and  morn  folemniz'd  the  fifth  day.  Limb'd  and  full  grown.  Out  of  the  ground  up-rofr, 

The  fixth,  and  of  creation  laft,  arofe  As  from  his  laire,  the  wild  beaft,  where  he  wons 

With  ev'r.ing  harps  and  matin;     when  Godfaid,  In  foreft  wild,  in  thicket,  brake  or  den  : 

Let  th'earth  bring  forth  fowl  living  in  her  kind,  Among  the  trees  in  pairs  they  rofe,  they  walk'd; 

Cattel,  and  creeping  things,  andbeaft  of  th'earth,  The  cattel  in  the  field;,  and  meadows  green: 

Armenta 
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Armcnta  &  pccudes  ;  alia  hinc  atquc  indc  feorfim 
Rarius  apparent;  alia  agmine  plurima  denfo 
Profiliunt,  latis  pafcentia  protinus  agris. 
Jam  glebae  peperere  graves ;  jam  corporis  extans 
Partc  leo,  caudam  &  cun&antia  terga  laborat 
Unguibus  arrectis  validoque  extrudere  nifu ; 
Tum  falit,  ut  vin'clis  exutus  colla,  jubamque 
QuafTat  atrox  variam  &  fulvum  caput  arduus  effert. 
Nec  mora,  lynx  tigrifque,  &  fparfo  corpore  pardus, 
Emergunt  talpae  in  morem,  cedentis  arenae 
Dant  late  cumulum,  &  refoluto  a  pulvere  furgunt. 
Impiger  &  coelo  cervus  ramofa  tetendit 
Cornua ;  dum  vafti  moles  immenfa  elephanti, 
Maxima  terrarum  loboles,  immania  membra 
Vix  tandem  in  lucem  extraheret.  Deinde  ordine  longo, 
Non  fecus  ac  plantae,  molli  nitidiffima  furgit 
Vellere  balantum  fpecies;   quique  alta  viciflim 
Ancipites  terramque  colunt,  xutilis  crocodilus 
• 

Thofe  rare  and  folitary ;  thefe  in  flocks  Rifmg)  the  crumbled  earth  above  them  threw 

Pafturing  at  once,   and  in  broad  herds  up-fprung.  In  hillocks  :  the  fwift  Aag  from  under  ground 

The  grafly  clods  now  calv'd,  now  half  appear'd  Bore  up  his  branching  head  :    fcaree  from  his 
The  tawny   lion,  pawing  to  get  free  mould 

His  hinder  parts;    then  fprings  as  broke  from  Behemoth  (biggeft  born  of  earth)  up-heav'd 

honds.  His  vaftnefs :  fteec'd  the  flocks  and  bleating  rofe, 

And  rampant  fhakes  his  brinded  mane  :  theounce,  As  plants  :  ambiguous  between  fea  and  land, 

The  libbard,  and  the  tiger,  (as  the  mole  The  river-horfe,  and  fcalv  crocodile, 

Hor- 
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Horrefccns  fquamis,  et  equi  cava  colla  marini. 

Tum  partu  fimul  innumero  difclufa  micabant, 

Quot  vaga  cunque  vides  infeclaque  vermiculofque ; 

Pars  cedente  leves  exercent  lentius  alas 

Aere,  molliculamque  cutem  &  tenuiflima  fiia 

Membrorum  oftentant,  guttis  auroque  corufco 

Diftincta,  &  veris  vario  radiata  colore. 

Pars  multo  per  humum  finuofa  volumina  traclu 

Deducunt;  fed  non  minima  de  gente  animantum 

Omnia:   erant,  longis  quae  implexos  orbibus  orbes 

Verfarent,  ferpentum  ingens  genus;  erigerentque 

Altius  immanem,  pennarum  haud  nefcia,  molem. 

Prima  laboris  amans  repfls  formicula  terris 

Parcum  animal,  cor  magnum  angufto  in  corpore  verfans : 

(Forfan  &  olim  homini  exemplar  fpedabitur  aequi, 

Imperium  populare  tribus  partita  per  omnes.) 

Deinde  catervatim  erumpens  examen  agebat 

Impigra  apis,  ceris  quae  daedala  fingere  tedta, 

At  once  came  forth  whatever  creeps  the  ground,  Wondrous  in  length  and  corpulence,  involv'd 

Infeft,  or  worm  :  thofe  wav'd  their  limber  fans,  Their  fnaky  folds,  and  added  wings.   Firft  crept 

For  wings ;  and  fmalleft  lineaments  exadl  The  parfimonious  emmet,  provident 

In  all  the  liveries  deck'd  of  fummer's  pride,  Of  future;  in  fmall  roo»  large  heart  inclos'd! 

With  fpots  of  gold  and  purple,    azure  and  green  :  (Pattern  of  juft  equality  perhaps 

Thefe,  as  a  line,  their  long  dimenfion  drew,  Hereafter,  join'd  in  her  popular  tribes 

Streakirg  the  ground  with  fmuous  trace:    not  all  Of  commonalty.)    Swarming  next,    appear'd 

Minims  of  nature  j  fome  of  ferpent  kind,  The  female  bee,  that  feeds  her  hufband  drone 

Nec- 
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Ncclarc  qua:  puro  tcnucs  diftendere  ccllas 
Novcrat,  nndc  cpulas  dulccs  &  non  fua  carpit 
Pabula  fucus  incrs.    Sed  quid  mcmorarc  juvabit 
Cctcra  ?  prima  dabas  tu  quondam  nomina  ;   morcs 
Tu  pcnitus  callcs  varios.     Nec  te  latet,  (aftu 
Qui  fuperat  quaecunque  omnes  animalia  campos 
Concelebrant,)  ferpens  catus ;  interdum  ipfe  minacem 
Arduus  in  molem  affurgens,  crinitaque  colla 
Quaflans  tcrrifice,  atque  ardcntes  lumine  fulvo 
Contorquens  oculos:  quamvis  tibi  pareat,  iris 
Exutus,  facilique  exaudiat  aure  vocantem. 

Jam  ccelis  fuus  omnis  honos,  fua  plena  refulflt 
Gloria ;  fupremi  dederat  quos  dextra  Moventis, 
Multiplici  varios  peragebant  ordine  motus. 
Ornatu  eximio,  jam  riiit  amabile  tellus, 
Ipfafuum  mirata  decus.    Maria,  «ethera,  terras, 
Squamigerum  genus,  alituum  pecudumque  caterae, 
Tranant,  pervolitant,  peragrant,  denfifiima  pafiim 

Delicioufly,  and  builds  her  waxen  cells  Not  nox-ious,   but  obedient  at  thy  call. 

With  honey  ftor'd.   The  reft  are  numberlefs,  Now  heav'n  in  all  her  glory  (hon,    and  rowFd 

And  thou  their  natures  know'ft,  and  gav'ft  them      Her  motions,  as  the  great  firft-Mover's  hand 

names'  Firft  wheel'd  their  courfe  :  earth  in  her  rich  attire 

Needlefs  to  thee  repeated  :  nor  unknown  Confummate  lovely  fmil'd  {   air,  water,  earth, 

The  ferpent  (fubdeft  beaft  of  all  the  field)  By  fowl,  fi(h,  beaft,  was  flown,  was  fwum,    m 
Of  huge  extent  fometimes,  with  brazen  eyes  walk'd 

And  hairy  mane  terrific,  though  to  thee 

Agmina. 
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Agniina.     Necdum  exadla  fuo  fe  clauferat  orbe 
Sexta  dies.    Operis  magni  decus  atque  corona 
Deerat  adhuc ;  deerat,  qui  corpore  cetera  reclo 
Exfuperet,  fan&a  qui  mente  animalia  bruta 
Compefcat,  prona  in  terras  ;  qui  fronte  ferena 
Sulpiciatque  polum  &  coeli  commercia  jactet ; 
Conicius  ipfe  fui  interea,  &  memor  unde  beatas 
Tot  lastum  praftent  dotes,  ibi  peclora  tota 
Ora  oculofque  ferat  furfum,  magnumque  Parentem 
Agnofcat,  variorum  operum  prima  ipfe  creatus 
Gloria.  Tum  Pater  omnipotens  (nam  quae  loca  numen 
Nonhabitat?)  dictis  natum  compellat  apertis: 

Jam  tandem  formetur  homo  fub  imagine  noftra, 
Noftri  imitamen  homo:    aequoreas  gens  ardua  turmas, 
Et  pecudes  premat  imperio,  aeriafque  volucres, 
Terrarumque  orbem,  &  terras  qusecunque  pererrant. 
Dixerat ;  &  diclo  citius  te  finxit,  Adame, 

Frequent ;  and  of  the  ftxth  day  yet  remain'd  ;  And  worfhip  God  fupreme,  who  made  him  chief 

There  wanted  yet  the  mafter-work,  the  end  Of  all  his  works  :  therefore  th'  Omnipotent 

Of  all  yet  done  ;   a  creature,  who  not  prone,  Eternal  Father  (f or  where  is  not  he 

And  brute  as  other  creatures,  but  indu'd  Prefent  ?)  thus  to  his  Son  audibly  fpake. 

With  fanftity  of  reafon,  might  ereft  Let  us  make  now  man  in  our  image,  rnan 

His  ftature,  and  upright  with  front  ferene  In  our  fimilitude,  and  let  them  rule 

Govern  the  reft,  felf-knowing ;  and  from  thence  Over  the  fifh,  and  fowl,   of  fea,  and  air, 

Magnanimous,  to  correfpond  with  heav"n  :  Beaft  of  the  field,  and  over  all  the  earth, 

But  grateful  to  acknowledge  whence  his  good  And  ev'ry  creeping  thing  that  creeps  the  ground  ! 

Defcends;  thitherwith  heart  and  Yoice  andeyes  This   faid,    he  form'd  thee,    Adam,  thee,  O 

Pire&ed  in  devotion,  to  adore  man  ! 

Te 
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Tc  fni  ad  effigiem ;   &  divina?  muncra  mcntis 

Addidit,  aethcreofque  animai  fimplicis  igncs. 

Jam  mas  folus  eras ;  nec  longum,  &  foemina  nata  eft, 

Blanda  comcs  lateri,    puerifque  beata  creandis. 

Tum  laeta  fic  vocc  Deus :  diffunditc  foetum 

Uberius;  mundi  partu  fpatia  ampla  rcplete, 

Subdite,  &  aerias  volucres  pifcefquc  marinos 

Imperio  premite,  &  late  qua?  viva  vagantur 

Per  terras.    Sed  te,  quacunque  in  parte  creatum, 

(Nulla  etenim  certo  colitur  jam  nomine  tellus) 

Te  Deus.inde,  tenes  memori  tibi  mente  repoftum, 

Haec  loca  laeta  tulit,   divinis  coniita  plantis, 

Quae  tibi  cunque  trahant  oculos,  recreentque  palatum  : 

Hic  adeo,  quot  larga  finu  fert  ubere  tellus, 

Dat  tibi  delibare,  vagoque  refringere  luxu. 

Sed  libata  bonum  quae  fcire  malumque  dat  arbos, 

Haud  tibi  fas :   illam  ut  violas,  morieris ;  iniquum 

Duft  of  the  ground;  and  in  thy  noftrils  breath'd  Is  yet  diftinft  by  name.  Thence  (as  thou  know'lt) 

The  breath  oflife :   in  his  own  image  he  He  brought  thee  into  this  delicious  grovj, 

Createdthee,   in  the  image  of  God  This  garden;    planted  with  the  trees  of  God ; 

Exprefs;  and  thou  becam'ft  a  Iiving  foul.  Deletlable,   both  to  behold,  and  tafte  ! 

Male  he  created  thee ;  but  thy  confort  And  freely  all  their  pleafant  fruit  for  food 

Female,  for  race :  then  blefs'd  mankind,and  faid,  Gave  thee  (all   forts  axe   here  that  a!l  th' earth 

Be  fruitful,  multiply,  and  fi.ll  the  earth ;  yields, 

Subdue  it,   and  throughout  dominion  hold  Variety  vvithout  end!)    But  of  the  tree, 

Over  fim  of  the  fea,  and  fowl  of  th'air,  Which  tafted  works  knowledge  of  good  anJ  evil 

And  ev'ry  living  thing  that  moves  on  th'earth,  Thou  may'ft  not :    in  the  day  thou  eatlt,   thou 

Where-ever  thus  created ;  for  no  place  dy'ft  : 

Vol,  II.  E  Mortc 
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Morte  lues  fubita.  facinus :  fac  frasna  libido 
Audiat ;  ufque  cave,  &  toto  fuge  pectore  noxam, 
Luctiflcamque,  comes  fequitur  quae  proxima,  mortem. 

Perfecta  en  vidit  Deusomnia,  vifa  probavit : 
Deinde  diem  vefper  claufere  auroraque  fextam ; 
Nec  tamen,  ante  Opifex  quam  fumma  facraria  cceli, 
Jam  ceffans,  indefelTus  licet,  intimaque  altae 
Ufque  ady ta  attigerat  fedis ;  procul  unde  beato 
Intuitu  nova  jam  regnis  fuperaddita  regna 
Defpiceret ;  quali  fplenderet  fabrica  vultu, 
Quam  bona,  quam  formofa,  &  magnse  confona  menti. 
/Ethera  confcendit  plaufu  comitante  fonoro ; 
Mille  lyras,    decies  commifto  carmine  mille 
Divinos  cecinere  modos:  terra,  aeris  aurae, 
Audibas,  fonuere ;  et  coeli  et  fidera  claros 
Pulfa  dedere  fonos :  avidi  rlxa  aure  planetze 
Conftiterunt,  rutilis  pompa  afcendente  triumphis. 


Death  is  the  penalty  impos'd  :  beware? 
And  govern  well  thy  appetite,  left  fin 
Surprife  thee,  and  her  black  attendant  death. 
Here  fininVd  he,  and  all  that  he  had  made 
View'd,  and  behold!   all  was  entirely  good; 
So  ev'n  and  morn  accompliftfd  the  fixth  day. 
Yet  not,  'till  the  Creator  from  his  work 
Defifting,  though  un-wearied,  up  return'd; 
Up  to  the  heav'n  of  heav'ns,  his  high  abode : 
Thence  to  behold  this  new-created  world, 


Th'addition  of  his  empire,  how  it  mew'd 
In  profpeft  from  his  throne,  how  good,  how  fair, 
Anfwering  his  great  idea !  up  he  rode, 
Follow'd  with  acclamation,   and  the  found 
Symphonious  of  ten  thoufand  harps,  thattun'd 
Angelic  harmonies :   the  earth,  the  air 
Refounded,  (thou  remernber'ft,  for  thou  heard'ft) 
The  heav'ns,  and  all  the  conftellations,  rung : 
The  planets  in  their  ftation  lift'ning  ftood, 
While  the  bright  pomp  afcended  jubilant. 


iEterrce, 
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JEtcmXy  cccincrc,    volentcs  panditc  portae, 
Panditcitcr;  vivas,  coeli,  difcludite  valvas; 
Advcnit,  ingreditur  rerum  fan&uTimus  Auclor  ; 
Scnorum  complevit  opus  fublime  dierum, 
Finitum  jam  nunc  opus  admirabile,  mundum : 
Pandite,  &  hinc  iterum  atque  iterum ;  nam  grata  piorum 
Limina  adire  ultro  lastus  dignabitur  hofpes 
Ipfe  Deus ;  fsepe  &  fuperi  mandata  favoris 
Dulcia  caeligenis  tradet  portanda  miniftris. 
Flammeus  haec  chorus  afcendens.  Iter  Ille  per  arces 
Sidereas,  valvis  ultro  hinc  radiantibus  atque  hinc 
Difclutis,  delubra  Dei  immortalia  ducit, 
Ingentis  fuper  ampla  viae,  cui  fternitur  auro 
Sideribufque  folum ;    tibi  qualia  femita  pandit 
Laclca,  confpergi  radiorum  pulvere  vifa 
Longius,   aftriferoque  polum  compleclier  orbe. 

Tamque  fuper  laetis  Edeni  feptimus  hortis 
Surgebat  vefper ;    fe  prascipitarat  in  undas 


Open,  ye  everlafting  gates  !  they  fung, 
Open,  ye  heav'ns !  your  living  doors  ;  let  in 
The  great  Creator,    from  his  work  return'd 
Magnificent,  his  fix  days  work,  a  world : 
Open,  and  henceforth  oft ;  for  God  will  deign 
To  vifit  oft  the  dwellings  of  juft  men, 
Delighted  ;    and  with  frequent  intercourfe 
Thither  vvill  fend  his  winged  meffengers, 
On  errands  of  fupernal  grace.      So  fung 


The  glorious  train  afcending.  He  through  heav'n, 
That  open'd  wide  her  blazing  portals,  led     - 
To  God's  eternal  houfe  the  way  : 
A  broad  and  ample  road,  whofe  duft  is  gold, 
And  pavement  ftars,  as  ftars  to  thee  appear 
Seenin  the  galaxy:   (that  milky  way 
Which  nightly,  as  a  circling  zone,  thou  feeft 
Pouder'd  with  ftars.)  And  now  on  earth  the  feventh 
Ev'ning  arofe  in.  Eden ;  for  the  fua 

E  2  Sol, 


36  LIBER    SEPTIMUS. 

Sol,  &  pallentis  praenuntia  no£tis  eoo 

Limite  profiluere  crepufcula ;  cum  juga  montis 

Sacrati,  fummum  ferientia  vertice  ccelum, 

Flammivomumque  redux  folium,  penitufque  fupremi 

Imperii  fedes  asterna  in  faecula  fixas, 

Pervenit  nati  unigenae  veneranda  poteftas. 

Cum  genitore  fimul  magno  confidit;  &  ipfe 

Namque  ierat  genitor  nato  comes,  ipfe  operis  fe 

Participem  &  focium  conjunxerat,  unus  ubique 

Numine  diffufo  praefens;  unde  omnia  nata, 

Quo  tendunt;  idemque  parens,  idem  ultima  meta  eft. 

Hac  luce  Omnipotens  fic  deftitit ;  hanc  fibi  lucem 

Ipfe  dicat  Deus,  &  fandtam  jubet  efle :  beati 

Otia  agunt  fuperi ;  fed  non  per  amoena  filetur 

Otia ;  nec  requiefcit  enim  lyra,  tibia  laetos 

Nec  reprimit  cantus ;  exercita  perfbnat  altum 

Barbitos :  hinc  atque  hinc  varios  percufTa  viciflim 

Organa  permutant  numeros ;  nervoque  loquaci 

Was  fet,  and  twilight  from  the  eaft  came  on,  Author  and  end  of  all  things ;  and  from  work 

Fore-running  night :   when  at  the  holy  mount  Now  refting,    blefs'd,     and  hallow'd  the  fev'nth 

Of  heavVs  high-feated  top,  th'  imperial  throne  day; 

Of  godhtad,  fix'd  for  ever  firm,  and  fure  As  refting  on  that  day  from  all  his  work  : 

The  filial  pow'r  arriv'd,  and  fat  him  down  But  not  in  filence  holy  kept ;  the  harp 

With  his  great  father :  for  he  alfo  went  Had  work,  and  refted  not ;   the  folemn  pipe, 

Invifible,  yet  ftaid  (fuch  privilege  And  dulcimer,   all  organs  of  fweet  ftop, 

Hath  omniprefence)  and  the  work  ordain'd?  « 

Atque 
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Atquc  aurea  quiccunquc  cicnt  modulamina  chorda, 
In  liquidum  coicrc  mclos :   voccfquc  canorae 
Aut  folre  altcmis  rccinunt,  *aut  carmina  nectunt 
Blanda  clioro.  Exundans  pretiofis  fumat  acerris 
Thuris  odos,  montcmque  halanti  involvit  amiclu. 
Mundi  grandc  opus  &  fenum  miracla  dierum 
Altifonis  cecinere  modis :   tibi  quanta,  Jehova, 
Confpicienda  patet  late,  quam  immenfa  poteftas ! 
Quaj  te  lingua  loqui,  qui  te  comprendere  fenfus 
Sufficiant?  repetis  patrias  jam  illuftrior  arces, 
Quam  fuperum  infigni  quodam  de  clade  gigantum. 
Gloria  tum  tibi  magna,  avida  involvifte  ruina 
Omnia  fulminibus :  nova  condere,  gloria  major. 
Quae  te  comminuant  vires,   Rexmagne?  patenti 
Quis  finem  dabit  imperio  ?  quid  dira  fuperbae 
Confilia  evaluere,  quid  omnia  tela  juventse, 
Indomitum  cceli  contra  temeraria  regem  ? 
Demens,  vana  cohors,  numerum  exhaufifle  tuorum 

All  founds  on  fret  by  ftring,  or  golden  wire,  Than  from  the  giant-angels  :   thee  that  day 

Temper'd  foft  tunings,  intermix'd  vvith  voice  Thy  thunders  magnify'd ;  but  to  create    - 

Choral,  or  unifon  :  of  incenfe  clouds,  Is  greater,    than  created  to  deftroy. 

Fuming  from  golden  cenfers,  hid  the  mount :  Who  can  impair  thee,  mighty  King !   or  bound. 

Creation,   and  the  fix  days  afts,  they  fung.  Thy  empire ;  eafily  the  proud  attempt 

Great  are  thy  works,  Jehtrvah!   infinite  Of  fpirits  apoftate,  and  their  counfels  vain, 
Thy  po\v'r  !  what  thought  can  meafure   thee,  or      Thou  haft  repell'd ;  while  impioufly  they  thought 

tongue  Thee  to  diminith,  and  from  thee  withdraw 

Relate  thee  ?  greater  now  in  thy  return  The  number  of  thy  woilhippers.     Who  feeks 

Quse 
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Qnsefperare  aufa  eft:  ut  inanibus  excidit  aufis ! 
Surgit  dextra  potens  fcelerato  evecta  furore 
Altior,    uberiorque  malo  tibi  crefcit  at>  ipfo 
Meflis  opima  boni.  Teftis  mundi  ifta  recentis 
Fabrica,   cceruleis  vitrei  fuper  aeris  oris 
Pendens  mirince,  coeli  prope  moenia  coelum 
Ipfanovum!  immenfo  ut  late  diffufa  patefcit 
Ambitu ;  ut  innumeris  radiantibus  undique  fervet 
Prodiga  fyderibus;  quae  fors  &  fingula  terras 
Decretas,  populoque  tenent  fervata  futuro 
Littora.  Tu  rerumque  vices  ac  tempora  nofti 
Unicus.     Haec  inter,  proprio  circumdata  ponto 
Dat  loca  lasta  homini,  regnum  dat  amabile  tellus. 
Felices  apprime  homines,  atque  omnis  ab  illis 
Progenies ;  alta;  quos  auxit  imagine  mentis 
Ipfe  fuEe  genitor,  laetaque  hac  fede  locavit ; 
Quos  celebrare  Deum  &  vectigal  pendere  honoris 
Dulcis  cura  manet,  terrafque  atque  aeris  auras 

To  leflTen  thee,  againft  his  pnrpofe  ferves  Their  feafons  :   among  thefe  the  feat  of  men, 

To  manifeft  the  more  thy  might :    his  evil  Earth,  with  her  nether  bcean  circumfus'd, 

Thou  ufeft,  and  from  thence  creafft  more  good.  Their  pleafant   dwelling-place.     Thrice  happy 
Witnefs  this  new-made  world,  another  heav'n  !  men  ! 

From  heav'n-gate  not  far,  founded  in  view  And  fons  of  men,  whom  God  hath  thus  advanc'd  ! 

On  the  clear  hyaline,  the  glafly  fea;  Created  in  his  imnge,  there  to  dwell, 

Of  amplitude  almoft  immenfe,  with  ftars  And  worlhip  him ;  and  in  reward  to  rule 

Numerous,   and  ev'ry  ftar  perhaps  a  world  Over  his  works,  on  earth,  in  fea  or  air ; 


Of  deftin'd  habitation;   but  thou  know'ft 


At 
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Ac  pontum  impcrio  prcmcrc  &  diffimdcrc  prolcm 
Ingcnuam  fmcuimquc,   aris  pia  thura  daturam. 
Fclix,   6  nimium  fclix,   fua  fi  bona  norint, 
Gens  hominum ;  fidci  ftabiles  fi  foedcra  fervent ! 

Haec  fupcri  cccincre ;  ardentefque  aetheris  arces 
Cantibus  infonuere  facris.     Sic  Sabbata  primos 
Servabant  ritus.     Jamque  ordine  cuncla  peregi, 
Scrutari  tibi  quae  vifum  eft;  ut  prima  recentis 
Naturae  facies,  mundi  ut  concreverat  orbis 
Jam  tcner ;   &  veftro  quodcunque  antiquius  xvo 
Accidit :   haec  feri  accipient  te  dante  nepotes. 
Siqua  tamen,  fi  forte  alia  indagare  laboras, 
Expediam,  humanae  quantum  fas  dicier  auri. 

And  multiply  a  race  of  worfhippers,  How  firft  this  world  and  face  of  things  began, 

Holy  and  juft  :  thrice  happy  if  they  know  And  what  before  thy  memory  was  done 

Their  happinefs,   and  perfevere  upright !  From  the  beginning  ;  that  pofterity, 

So  fung  they ;   and  the  empyrean  rung  Inform'd  by  thee,might  know.  If  elfe  thou  feek'ft 

With  halleluiahs:  thus  was  Sabbathkept.  Ought,  not  furpaffing  human  meafure,  fay. 
And  thy  requeft  think  now  fulfiird,  that  afk'd 


Finis  Libri  Septimi. 
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Flnierat :  fed  vox  jucunda  moratur  Adami 
Auribus ;  hzeret  adhuc  ardens,  audire  loquentem 
Credit  adhuc,  multoque  intentus  pendet  ab  ore. 
Tum,  velut  excuflis  fomnis,  fic  pectore  grato  : 

Quas  tibi,  quae  tali  reddam  pro  munere  dona  ? 
Quas  referam  grates  dignas,  celfiflime  cceli 
Interpres  ?  fitientem  animum,  celataque  dudum 
Scire  laborantem,  tua  vox  fedavit  amico 
Colloquio ;  fanctas  latebras  arcanaque  mundi 
Evolvens,  mihi  non  alias  penetranda,  tueri 
Lumine  conceflit  liquido :  hinc  divina  voluptas 
Percipit  attonitos  fenfus,  magnumque  Parentem 

PARADISE    LOST. 

Book  vnr. 

THE  angel  ended,  and  in  Adam%  ear  Equal,  have  I  to  render  thee  divine 

So  charming  left  his  voice,    that  he  a-  Hiftorian  !  who  thus  largely  haft  allay'd 

vvhile  The  thirft  I  had  of  knowledge,  and  vouchfaf  d 

Thought  him    ftill    fpeaking,  ftill  ftood  fiVd  to  This  friendly  condefcenfion  to  relate 

hear  :  Things,  elfe  by  me  un-fearchable ;    now  heard 

Then,  as  new  wak'd,  thus  gratefully  reply'd.  With  wonder,  but  delight;     and,  as  is  due, 

What  thanks  fumcient,  or  what  recompence  With  glory  attributed  to  the  high 

Corde 
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Cordc  pio  vcncrari  acccndit.     At  altera  caccum 
PccTais  adhuc  agitant :   tu  folus  pandcrc  noras  : 
Duni  pulcram  hanc  mundi  molem  terrifquc  poloque 
Concretam  intueor,  variofque  remetior  orbes, 
Vix  mihi  fe  oftcndit  majorem  fimplice  tellus 
Grancllo,  juxta  fi  maximus  aetheris  axis 
Spectetur,  ftellis  tot  ubique  patentibus  ardens. 
At  certe  immenfos  ftellae,  difcrimine  vafto 
Divifae,  celerefque  die  redeunte  reverfae, 
Pervolitant  tractus :   an  terrae  ut  lumen  opacae, 
Ut  puncto  jubar  huic  tenui,  noctifque  dieque 
Curriculo  angufto,  tribuant?   haec  ft  unica  praeftent 
Officia,  aethereis  fpatiati  latius  agris, 
Sxpe  equidem  dubio  verfans  fub  pectore  miror, 
Cur  natura,  alias  frugi,  tot  maxima  vano 
Hoc  tantiim  in  munus  molita  eft  corpora  fumptu : 
Cur  jubet  illuftres  tot  circumvolvier  orbes 

Creator.  Something  yet  of  doubt  remains,  Diurnal)  meerly  to  officiate  light 

Which  only  thy  folution  can  refolve.  Round  this  opacous  earth,   this  punftual  fpot, 

When  I  behold  this  goodly  frame,  thisworld,  One  day  and  night;    in  all  their  vaft  furvey 

Of  heav'n  and  earth  confifting;   and  compute  Ufelefs  befides:  reafoning  I  oft  admire, 

Their  magnitudes ;    this  earth  a  fpot,  agrain,  How  nature,  wife  and  frugal,  could  commit 

An  atom,  with  the  firmament  compar'd,  Such  difproportions ;  with  fuperfluous  hand, 

And  all  her  number'd  ftars ;   that  feem  to  rowl  So  many  nobler  bodies  to  create, 

Spaces  incomprehenfible,  (fcr  fuch  Greater  fo  manifold,to  this  one  ufe; 

Their  diftance  argues,  and  their  fwift  return  (For  ought  appears)  and  on  their  orbs  impofe 

Vol.  II.  F  Per- 
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Perpetuos  fine  fine  dies ;  dum  terra  ferena 
Otia  agit,  (poffet  quanquam  leviore  rotari 
Circuitu)  dum  pigra  fedens  exercet  ad  ufus 
Lumina  nobiliora  fuos ;  lucem  inde  caloremque 
Ampla  tributa  capit,  tam  longe  emifla,  fugaque 
Indomita,  quam  nec  numeris  comprendere  fas  eft. 
Dixerat  haec  genitor ;  vultuque  &  fronte  fevera 
Volvere  fublimes  teftatur  pectore  curas : 
Quod  fenfit  fimul  Eva,  fedens  propiore  receffuj 
Surgit  majeftate  modefta.  humilique  decore 
Splendida,  (ut  optaret,  qui  viderat,  ufque  morari) 
Et  flores  digreffa  fuos  ac  poma  reviiit, 
Quse  nutrix  ftudiofa  aluit ;  vegetae-ne  vigerent 
Frondentes  gemmaeque  &  germina  kta,  requirens. 
Protinus  adventu  dominae  renovata  nitefcunt 
Omnia,  felicifque  arrident  confcia  dextra?. 
Haud  ideo  digreffa  tamen,  quod  fcilicet  ifto 

Such  refllefs  revolution,  day   by  day  Perceiving,  where  fhe  fat  retud  in  fignt; 

Repeated :  while  the  fedentary  earth,  With  lowlinefs  majeftic  from  her  feat, 

(Thatbetter  might  with  far  lefs  compafs  move)  And  grace,  that  won  who  faw  to  wifh  her  ftay, 

Serv'd  by  more  noble  than  her  ftlf,  attains  Rofe ;    and  went  forth    among   her  fruits  and; 
Her  end  without  leall  motion;  and  receives  fiow'rs, 

(As  tribute,  fuch  a  fumlefs  journey  brought  To  vifit  how  they  profperM,  bud,  and  blooni, 

Of  incorporeal  fpeed)  her  warmth,  and  light ;  Her  nurfery  :    they  at  her  coming  fprung, 

Speed  !  to  defcribe  whofe  fwiftnefs  number  fails.  And  touch'd  by  her  fair  tendance  gladlier  grew. 

So  fpake  our  fire,  and  by  his  count'nance  feem'd  Yet  went  fhe.  not,  as  not  with  fuch  difcourfe 
r  nt'ring  on  ftudious  thoughts  abftrufe :  which.£t/* 

Nefciret 
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Ncfcirct  fermonc  frui,  aut  fublimia  rcrum 
Non  caperet :   talcs  epulas  divinaquc  fcrvat 
Gaudia,  dilccti  labiis  vcntura  mariti : 
Illum  fola  audire  ardens  avct;  illius  ultro 
Ora  feraphinac  prafert  fuaviflima  linguae. 
Novit  enim  alloquii  grata  intervalla  daturum 
Multa  virum,  8c  voccs  blandis  amplexibus  altas 
Saepe  levaturum :   non  verba  hinc  fola  placebant, 
Altera  ab  afluetis  expectat  mella  labellis. 
O  ubi  nunc  tales  in  cafti  mutua  honoris 
Fcedera  convenere  Pares,  in  dulcia  vincla  ? 
Ivit,  &  incefTu  patuit  dea:  fed  gradienti 
Nec  deerant  comites ;  comites  nam  mille  fecutae 
Reginam  pulcrae  Charites,  placidiflima  late 
Spicula  vibrantes,  tenerifque  hinc  inde  moventes 
Illecebris  defiderium.  Jamque  almus  Adamo 
Quaerenti  Raphael  facili  fic  rettulit  ore : 


Delighted,  or  not  capable  her  ear 

Of  what  was  high :  fuch  pleafure  flie  referv'd, 

Adam  relating,  (he  fole  auditrefs : 

Her  hufband  the  relater  fhe  prefer'd 

Eefore  the  angel  ;  and  of  him  to  alk 

Chofe  rather  :  he,  fhe  knew,  would  intermix 

Grateful  digrefTions,   and  folve  high  difpute 

With  conjugal  carefles:    from  his  lip 

Not  words  alonepleat'dher.  (O  !  whenmeetnow 


Such  pairs,  in  love,  and  mutual  honor  join'd  ?) 
With  Goddefs-like  demeanor  forth  ine  w.en; ; 
Not  un-attended  !   for  on  her  as  queen, 
A  pomp  of  winning  graces  waited  flill ; 
And  from  about  her  fhot  darts  of  defire 
Into  all  eyes,  to  wifli  her  ftill  in  fight. 
And  Raphael  now,    to  Adams  doubt  propos'd, 
Benevolent,  and  facil,  thus  reply'd. 


F    2 
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Scire  volentem  adeo  non  illaudata  cupido 
Te  movet ;  expanmm  coeli  nam  grande  volumen 
Ipfe  tibi  Deus  explicuit,  miracla  potentis 
Quo  dextra  diverfa  legas,  8c  tempora  dilcas 
Rite  horis  diftincla,  diebus,  menftbus,  annis. 
At  tibi,  fi.  fapias,  num  fol  an  terra  movetur, 
Scitari  nihil  intererit :  nam  Conditor  altus 
Cetera  &  humanas  gentes  fuperafque  latere 
Decrevit  prudens ;  non  magni  arcana  retexit 
Imperii  rimanda  illis  myfteria,  quorum 
Mirari  eft  potius.     Verum  fi  pectore  inani 
Divinare  velint,  rationibus  ipfe  fuperbis 
Commiiit  fabricam  stheream,  fortailis  ut  olim 
Spe&anti  moveant  rifus  molimina  vana, 
Cceli  imitatrices  formas  ut  fingere,   &  aftra 
Metiri  incipient.     Quoimmenfam  morerotabunt 
Ufque  iterum  atque  iterum  molem ;  commentaque  fingent, 
Diffingent,  varia  arte  leves  praetexere  nifus 

To  afk,    or  fearch,    I  blame  thee  not;     for  His  fecrets  to  be  fcarfd  by  them,  who  ought 

heav'n  Rather  admire.    Or  if  they  lift  to  try 

Is  as  the  book  of  God  beforethee  fet;  Conjefture,  he  his  fabric  of  the  heav'ns 

Whereinto  read  his  wond'rous\vorks,  and  learn  Hath  left  to  their  difputes,  perhaps  to  move 

His  feafons,  hours  or  days,  or  months,  or  years.  His  laughter  at  their  quaint  opinions  wide 

Ihis  to  attain,  v.hether  heav'n  move,  or  earth,  Hereafter;   when  they  come  to   model  heav'n, 

Imports  not,  if  thou  reckon  right:  the  refl,  And  calculate  the  ftars,  how  they  will  wield 

From  man  or  angel,  the  great  architeft  The  mighty  frame;  how  build,  unbuild,  contrive, 

Did  wifely  to  ccmceal;  and  not  divulge  To  fave  appearances;  how  gird  the  fphere 

Conati ; 
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Conati  ;  tum  fphacram  oncrabunt  millc  figiiris, 
Multiplicefquc  operofi  infcribcnt  orbibus  orbcs, 
His  mundi  centro  appofitis,  variantibus  illis. 
Hoc  mihi  jam  facit  augurium  vox  ifta  rogantis 
Talia,   (quem  proles  quondam  vcntura  fequetur) 
Credentifque  nefas,  qu6d  tantae  maxima  lucis 
Corpora  corporibus  reliquis,  nec  mole  nec  asquis 
Lumine,  fervitium  praeftent ;    coelumque  perenni 
Ufque  viam  repetat  curfu,  dum  pigra  laborum 
Terra  capit  fructus.     Sed  me  jam  difce  magiftro, 
Mole  neque  ingenti,  claro  nec  lumine,  rerum 
Metiri  pretium :  tibi  quanquam  angufta  videtur, 
Si  ccelum  juxta  afpicias,  nec  fplendida,  tellus ; 
At  fblidi  plus  forte  boni  frugifque  beata? 
Ipfa  tenet,  quam  fol  fterili  fplendore  corufcans : 
In  fe  folis  enim  poterit  nil  vivida  virtus, 
At  lasto  terras  in  gremio ;  jubar,  inde  vigorem 
Concipiens,  fovet  omniparenti  in  corpore  foetus. 

With  centric  and  eccentric,   fcribl'd  o'er,  The  benefit.     Confider  firft,  that  grear, 

Cycle  and  epicycle,  orb  in  orb.  Or  bright,   infers  not  excellence :  the  earthv 

Already  by  thy  reafoning  this  I  guefs,  (Though,  in  comparifon  of  heav*n,  "fo  fmall, 

Who  art  to  lead  thy  ofF-fpring;  and  fuppofeft,  Nor  gliftering,)  may  offolid  good  contain 

That  bodies  bright  and  greater,  fhould  not  ferve  More  plenty  than  the  fun,  that  barren  (hines  ?. 

The  lefs  not  bright,   nor  heav'n  fuch  journeys  Whofe  virtue  on  it  feif  works  no  effecT;, 

run,  But  in  the  fruitful  earth  :  there  iirft  receivd, 

Earth  fitting  ftill,  when  ftie  alone  receives  His  beams  (unaftive  ?lfe)  their  vigor  find. 

H>& 
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His  neque  luminibusjactet  fe  terra;  tibi  alto 

Terrae  habitatori  dona  officiofa  miniftrant. 

Tum  mentcm  patris  auguftam  atque  opera  ampla  loquatur 

Ambitus  ille  ingens  coeli,  cui  linea  tantis 

Ufque  adeo  fpatiis  in  vaftum  extenditur  orbem. 

Hinc  fe  difcat  homo  fua  non  habitare ;  domofque 

Sufpiciat,  quarum  &  mimimam  vix  parvulus  implet 

Incola  particulam  :  reliqua  adveneretur  in  ufus 

Decreta  arcanos,  folus  quos  noverat  auctor. 

Quinetiam  innumeris,  ccelo  quot  conrpicis,  aftris 

Prsbuit  hos  rapidos  illa  Omnipotentia  motus, 

Quse  vel  corporeis  rebus  fcit  numine  celfo 

Ipfam  animaeque  fugam  atque  alienas  addere  pennas. 

Me  neque  enim  lentum  credis,  qui  mane  recenti 

Egreffus  fupera  arce,  Dei  penetralibus  altis, 

Ante  diem  medium  Edeni  loca  laeta  tenebam, 

Immemorabile  per  fpatium :  his  te  vincere  dictis 


Yetnot  to  earth  arethofc  bright  Iuminaries 
Officious ;  but  to  thee,  earth's  habitant. 
And  for  the  heavVs  wide  circuit,  let  it  fpeak 
The  Maker's  high  magnificence;  who  built 
So  fpacious,  and  his  line  ftretch'd  out  fo  far ; 
That  raan  may  know  he  dwells  notia  his  own  ; 
An  edifice  too  large  for  him  to  fill, 
Lodg'd  in  a  fmall  partition ;  and  the  reft 
Ordain'd  fcr  ufes  tohis  Lord  beft  known. 


The  fwiftnefs  of  thofe  circles  atthbute, 
(Though  numberlefs)  to  his  Omnipotencej 
That  to  corporeal  fubftances  could  add 
Speed  almoft  fpiritual.  Me  thou  think'ft  not  flow, 
Who  fince  the  morning-hour  fet  out  from  heav'n, 
Where  God  refides;   and  e'er  mid  day  arriv'd 
In  Eden:   diftance  inexprefTible 
By  numbers  that  have  name !  But  this  I  urge, 
Admitting  motion  in  the  heav'ns ;  to  fhew 


Aggre- 
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Agoredior,  ccelum  dubites  nc  pofle  moveri. 
Ncc  tamcn  id  certum  affirmo,  ii  tale  videtur 
Fortc  tibi,  has  fcdes  terreftriaque  arva  colenti. 
Sancta  volens  decreta  humanos  fallere  fenfus 
Omnipotcns,  ccelum  amovit  tcrreftribus  oris 
Longius :  unde  acies  hominum,  fublimia  captans, 
Erraret  denfis  nil  profe&ura  tenebris. 
Quid,  magno  fi  fol  centrum  fe  praebeat  orbi, 
Stellarumque  aliae,  folis  virtutc  fiiaque 
Attractae,  varios  volvant  circum  undique  gyros ; 
Jamque  humiles,  jamque  evectae  fublime,  vagentur, 
Jam  lateant;  tum  progrefTae,  verfae-ve  retrorfiim, 
Aut  fixas  ftatione  fua  ?  fex  cernere  tales 
Eft  tibi.     Quid  fi  adeo  feptenus  terra  planeta 
Tergeminos,    ftabilis  quanquam  atque  immota  videtur, 
Haud  tibi  perceptos  triplici  rotet  ordine  motus ; 
(Quos  aliter  fphaeris  variis,  hinc  inde,   necefle  eft 
Afcribas,  flexu  obliquo  in  contraria  raptis) 

Invalid,  that  which  thee  to  doubt  it  movM  :  Incited)  dance  about  him  various  rounds? 

Not  that  I  fo  afErm,  though  fo  it  feem  Their  wand'ring  courfe  now  high,  now  low,  thea 

To  theewho  haft  thy  dwelling  here  on  earth.  hid, 

God  to  remove  his  ways  from  human  fenfe,  Progreffive,  retrograde,  Or  ftanding  ftilT, 

Plac'd  heav'n  from  earth  fo  far,  that  earthly  fight,      In  fix  thou  feeft  :  and  what  if  fev'nth  to  thefe 

If  it  prefume,  might  err  in  things  too  high,  The  planet  earth  (fo  ftedfait  though  fhe  (eem) 

And  no  advantage  gain.     Whatif  the  fun  Infenfibly  three  different  motions  move? 

Be  centre  to  the  world ;  and  other  ftars  Which  elfe  to  feveral  fpheres  thou  muft  afcribe, 

{By  his  attrattive  virtue,  and  their  o«n,  Mov'd  contrary  with  thwait  obliquities  ; 

Sit 
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Sit  labor  ut  foli  nullus,  fuga  nulla  diurni 
Nocturnique  orbis,  fine  fine  volubilis  orbis, 
Qui  longe  arcana  fuper  omnia  fingitur  aftra 
Evolvifle  rota  lucem  alternafque  tenebras  ? 
Quin  pofcunt  minus  ifta  fidem,  fi  fedula  terra 
Nocte  diem  petat  ipfa,  plagas  dum  tendit  eoas; 
Parte  fui  &  folem  fugiat  nocti  obvia,  clarum 
Partealiajubar  atque  objectos  imbibat  ignes. 
Quid,  fi  lux  purum  hinc  jaculata  per  aera  lunse 
Terreftri  ftellare  jubar  tranfmittat,  &  illi 
Dona  die  referat,  nocturnis  quanta  tenebris 
Ipfa  fibi  trahit;  haud  incommoda  dona  viciflim, 
Si  fit  ibi  tellus,  arva,  arvorumque  magiftri. 
At  lunas  in  facie  maculas,    ceu  nubila,  luftras ; 
Nubila  ferre  imbres  pofTunt,   imbrefque  fovere 
Mollito  in  gremio  fruges,  alimenta  colonis 
Indigenis.      Solefque  alios  lunafque  miniftras 
Fors  etiam  afpicies;   &  lumina  largius  illos 

Or  fave  the  fun  his  labor,   and  that  fwif:  To  the  terreftrial  moon  be  as  a  ftar, 

ISIofturnal  and  diurnal  rhomb  fuppos"d,  Inlightning  her  by  day,  as  fhe  by  night 

Invifible  elfe  above  all  ftars,  the  wheel  This  earth  ?  reciprocal,  if  land  be  there, 

Of  day  and  nighf.    which  needs  not  thy  belief,  Fields  and  inhabitants.     Her  fpots  thou  feeft 

If  earth,  induftrious  of  her  felf,   fetch  day  As  ciouds,and  clouds  may  rain,  and  rain  produce 

Travelling  eaft ;  and  with  her  part  averfe  Fruits  in  her  foften'd  foil,   for  fome  to  eat 

Fromthe  fun's  beam,  meet  night:  her  other  part  Allotted  there :  and  other  funs  perhaps, 

Still  luminous  by  his  ray.  What  if  that  light,  With  their  attendant  moons,  thou  wilt  defcry, 
(Sent  from  her  through  the  wide  tranfpicuous  air) 

Mafcula, 
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Mafcula,  focminca  has  ccrncs  dare :   nam  duo  fexus 
Ingcntcs  animant  corpus  mundi  omne,  replcti 
Forte  fupcr  varios  variis  viventibus  orbes. 
Namque  vacarc  adeo  populis  fpatia  undique  tanto 
Vafta  finu,  tractus  longe  lateque  jacentes, 
Scilicet  ut  niteant  tantum ;  dum  fingulus  orbis 
Vix  tenuem  mittat  radium  lucifque  minutae 
Pallidulum  jubar  his  terrai  habitabilis  oris, 
Quae  lucem  haud  aliam  reddit,  non  credere  par  eft. 
At  quocunque  ferant  hasc  fe  ordine,  folne  fupremus 
Tellurem,  tellus  folem-ne  eat  impigra  circum; 
Inchoet  hic  vultu  radianti  orientis  ab  oris 
Flammeum  iter  j  curfus-ne  filentior  illa  ferenos 
Hefperiis  progrefla  plagis  intendat,  &  almis 
PafTibus  illabens,  mollique  volubilisaxe 
Te  quoque  cum  tacitis  furtim  circumferat  auris : 
Ne  fcrutare  arcana.  Deo  fua  rite  remittas ; 

Communicating  male  and  female,  light:  Whether  the  fun,  predominant  in  heav'n, 

Which  two  great  fexes  animate  the  world  ;  Rife  on  the  earth ;  or  earth  rife  on  the  fun : 

Stor'd  in  each  orb,   perhaps  with  fome  that  live.  He  from  the  eaft  his  flaming  rode  begin  ; 

For  fuch  vaft  room  in  nature  un-pofTefs'd  Or  fhe,  from  weft  her  filent  courfe  advance, 

By  living  foul,  defert  and  defolate,  With  inorFenfive  pace  (that  fpinning  fleeps 

Onlv  to  fhine,   yet  fcarce  to  contribute  On  her  foft  axle,   while  fhe  paces  ev"n, 

F.ach  orb  a  glimpfe  of  light,   convey'd  ib  far  And  bears  thee  foft  with  the  1'mooth  air  along) 

Down  to  this  habitable,  which  returns  Sollicit  not  thy  thoughts  with  matters  hid  ; 

Light  back  to  them,  is  obvious  to  difpute.  Leave  them  to  God  above;   him  ferve,  and  fear  * 
But,  whether  thus  thefe  things,  or  whethcr  not ; 

Vol.  II.  G  Officiis 
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Officiis  illum  ufque  piis  fandoque  timore 
Accedas,  nutuque  finas  fleclenda  fupremo 
Cetera  per  varias  qusecunque  animantia  terras. 
Et  tibi  quae  blanda  largitus  munera  dextra, 
Lstus  habe,  dulcefque  hortos  pulcramque  maritam. 
Conceptus  longe  humanos  fublimia  coeli 
Confilia  exfuperant.     Tu  ne  fapere  altius  aude; 
Qux  tibi  funt  propiora,  agita ;  nec  inania  finge 
Somnia ;  fintne  orbes  alii,  qualefque  coloni 
Indigenae  teneant,  quo-ve  ordine,  gente,  locoque. 
Sufficiat  tibi  me  tantum  explicuifle  lubenter 
Terrarum,  &  fuperi,  quantum  fas  pandere,  cceli. 

Cui  fic  dimotis  undanti  pectore  Adamus 
Fluctibus :  6  cceli  virtus  fapientior,   alme 
Numinis  interpres,  penitus  mihi  vota  benignus 
Explefti,  dubiaque  errorum  ambage  folutum 
Demulfifli  animum ;  curfu  qui  mollius  aevum 
Ducere  tranquillo,  nec  edacibus  otia  curis 

Of  other  creatures,  as  him  pleafes  beft,  Not  of  earth  only,  but  of  higheft  heaY'n. 
Where-ever  plac'd,  let  him  difpofe ;  joy  thou  To  whom  thus  Adam,  clear'd  of  doubt,  reply'd. 

In  what  he  gives  to  thee,  this  paradife,  How  fully  haft  thou  fatisfy'd  me,  pure 

And  thy  fair  Eve:  heav'n  is  for  thee  too  high.  Intelligence  of  heav'n,  angel !   ferene  ! 

To  know  what  paffes  there ;  be  lowly  wife :  And  freed  from  intricacies,   taught  to  live- 

Think  only  what  concerns  thee,  and  thy  being;  The  eafieft  way ;   nor  with  perplexing  thoughta 

Dream  not  of  other  worlds,  what  creatures  therc  To  interrupt  the  fweet  of  life ;  from  which 

Live,  in  what  ftate,  condition  or  degree:  God  hath  bid  dwell  far-oiFall  anxious  cares, 
Contented  that  thus  far  hath  been  reveal'd, 

DuIcLa 
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Dlllcia  pcrturbare,  cloccs:   quas  fcdc  rcmota 
Longc  habitarc  Deusjuflit,  ni  quaerimus  ipfi 
Sponte  vagis  animis  ftudioque  vocamus  inani. 
Mcns  fed  enim  indomitis  fine  fine  vagabitur  alis 
Avia ;  dum  monitis  vita-ve  edodta  magiftra. 
Praeceptum  falubre  hoc  difcat :  fapientia  prima  eft 
Haud  nimis  attente  fubtilia  quaerere  rerum 
Abditaque,  &  quorum  afliduus  minus  indiget  ufus; 
At  legcre  &  fcire  interius,  quae  pagina  vitae 
Praefcripta  eft,  quae  circa  oculos  verfatur  &  ora. 
Cetera  fumus  &  aura,  levifque  infana  cerebri 
Somnia ;  nos  adeo  utilium  ignarofque  rudefque 
Efriciunt  penitus,  vitaeque  ad  munera  tardos. 
Ergo  ex  praecipiti  prudens  demiflius  ala 
Devolet ;  atque  humili  paulum  propiora  loquela 
Tractemus :  fors  &  dulci  fermone  ferentur 
Ufibus  apta  meis,  &  non  indigna  relatu, 
Si  pateris,  folitumque  ultra  dignare  favorem. 

And  not  moleft  us ;  unlefs  we  ourfelves  Is  the  prime  wifdom  :   what  is  more,  is  fume, 

Seek  them  with  wand'ring  thoughts,  and  notions  Or  emptinefs,  or  fond  impertinence : 

vain.  And  renders  us,   in  things  that  moll  concern,  " 

Eut  apt  the  mind  or  fancy  is  to  rove  Un-pra£tis*d,    un-prepar'd,  and  ftill  to  feek. 

Un-check'd,  and  of  her  roving  is  no  end:  Therefore  from  this  high  pitch  let  us  defcend 

"Till  warn"d,   or  by  experience  taught,  (helearn,  A  lower  flight;  and  fpeak  of  things  at  hand 

That  not  to  know  at  large  of  things  remote  Ufeful ;  whence  haply  mention  may  arife 

From  ufe  obfcure  and  fubtile;   but  to  know  Of  fomething  not  unfeafonable  to  afk, 

That  which  before  us  lies  in  daily  life,  By  fufFrance,  and  thy  wonted  favor  deign*d. 

G  2  Teque 


52 


LIBER    OCTAVUS. 


Teque  adeo  audivi  laetus  narrare,  quod  aevum 
Accidit  ante  meum ;  mihi  nunc  adverte  viciflim, 
Dum  recito,  quod  forte  tuas  non  attigit  aures. 
Necdum  exacta  dies :  cernis,  queis  te  ufque  morari 
Artibus  enitor ;  me  tanta  accendit  ad  aufa 
Refponfi  fpes  laeta  tui  atque  arredta  cupido. 
Dum  tibi  enim  aflideo,  videor  mihi  gaudia  cceli 
Carpere;  namque  meas  obleclans  fuavius  aures 
Vox  tua  permulflt,  palmae  quam  poma  palatum, 
Efuriem  pariterque  fltim  relevantia,  coenae 
Tam  dulci  exarftis  redeunte  laboribus  hora: 
Illa  brevi  eximiis  ade6  fatiantque  replentque 
Deliciis ;  tua  divino  perfufa  lepore 
Ufque  nova  alliciunt  fenfus  dulcedine  di&a. 

Cui  flc  refpondit  cceli  mitifllma  virtus : 
Nec  labiis,  hominum  genitor,  tibi  gratia,  linguae 
Eloquium  nec  abeft ;  Deus  8c  tibi  dona  profudit 
Uberius,  vultus  variis  mentifque  beavit 


Thee  I  have  heard  relating  what  was  done 
E'er  my  remembrance :    now  hear  me  relate 
My  ftory,  which  perhaps  thou  haft  not  heard : 
Andday  is  yet  not  fpent:  'till  then  thou  feeft 
How  fubtly  to  detain  thee  I  devife ; 
Inviting  thee  to  hear,  while  I  relate  : 
Fond  !  were  it  not  in  hope  of  thy  reply, 
For,  while  I  fit  with  thee,  I  feem  in  heav'n: 
And  fweeter  thy  difcourfe  is  to  my  ear. 


Than  fruits  of  palm-tree  (pleafanteft  to  thirftV 
And  hunger  both  from  labor)  at  the  hour 
Offweet  repaft:  they  fatiate,  and  foon  fill, 
Tho'  pleafant ;  but  thy  words  with  grace  divine 
Imbu'd,  bring  to  their  fweetnefs  no  fatiety. 

To  whom  thus  Raphael  anfwer'd  heav'nly  meek. 
Nor  are  thy  lips  ungraceful,  Cre  of  men  ! 
Nor  tongue  in-eloquent :    for  God  on  thee 
Abundantly  his  gifts  hath  alfo  pour'd ; 

Dotibusj 
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Dotibus,  ipfc  fuae  dignatus  imaginc  formx\ 
Mutefcis?  loqueris?  mutum  pariterquc  loqucntcm 
Confcquitur  decor,  &  voccs  habitufque  placentes 
Componit.    Te  nos  cceli  domus  omnis  habcmus 
Confervum  in  terris  noftrum :   quin  pe&ore  lacto 
Scrutamur,  quo  res  hominum  moderamine  torquet 
Omnipotens ;  tibi  nam,  bene  novimus,  almus  honorem 
Conceflit,  {brtemque  parem  largitus  amoris. 
Perge  igitur;  tum  forte  aberam,  triftefque  fecutus 
Praeruptafque  vias,  inferni  ad  limina  regis 
Tentabam  excurfus :  denfis  legionibus  una 
Quadrataque  acie  juili  exploravimus,  hoftis 
Tentaret  fi  forte  umbris  exire,  malas-ve 
Infidias  fpeculator  agens ;  ne  talibus  aufis 
Concitus  ingentes  Deus  exarderet  in  iras, 
Obrueretque  opera  immani  vix  condita  clade. 
Nec  tamen  hi  poffent  quidquam  fine  numine  fummi 
Moliri  patris :  ipfe  ita  nos  exercet,  ad  alti 

Inward  and  outward  both,  his  image  fair.  For  I  that  day  was  abfent,  as  befel, 

Speaking  or  mute,  all  comelinefs  and  grace  Bound  on  a  voyage  uncouth  and  obfcure> 

Attends  thee  ;  and  each  word  each  motion  forms.  Far  on  excurfion  toward  the  gates  of  hell, " 

Nor  lefs  think  we  in  heav'n  of  thee  on  earth,  Squar*d  in  full  legion,  (fuch  command  we  had) 

Than  of  our  fellow-fervant ;    and  inquire  To  fee  that  none  thence  ifrVd  forth  a  fpy, 

Gladly  into  the  ways  of  God  with  man  :  Or  enemy,  while  God  was  in  his  work  ; 

For  God  we  fee  hath  honor'd  thee,  and  fet  Left  he  (incens'd  at  fuch  eruption  bold) 

Onman  his  equal  love.     Say  thereforeon;  Deftruftion  with  crcation  might  have  mix'd. 

Au- 
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Auonftum  decus  imperii,  nutumque  fupremum 

Afluetos  fervare,  &  fan&a  faceflfere  jmTa. 

Vidimus  objicibus  validis  ac  veclibus  aereis 

Firmatas  triftes  portas;  &  longius  ante 

Lumina  quam  attigimus,  fonus  inde  acceflit  ad  aures, 

Non  citharae  fonus  argutas  lepida^-ve  choreae, 

Lamenta,  &  pcenae  horribiles,  rabidique  ululatus. 

Ergo  gradu  celerante  prius,  quam  fabbata  vefper 

Clauferat,  aethereas  laeti  remeavimus  oras, 

Namque  ita  mandatum  eft.    Verum  incipe;  me  neque  furdum 

Invenies;  laeta  me  audibas  aure  locutum, 

Teque  loquente  eadem  veniet  mihi  corde  voluptas. 

Finierat   Virtus :   cui  noftri  fanguinis  audlor 
Reddidit:   humanae  primordia  pandere  vitas 
Non  homini  facile  eft ;  quis  enim  fe  noverat  inter 
Nafcendum?  at  blandi  aggredior  perculfus  amore 
Colloquii.    Attonitus,  tanquam  alti  vincula  fomni 
Jam  vix  exueram,  vidi  me  mollius  herba. 

Not  that  tliey  durft  without  his  leave  attempt ;  E'er  fabbath-ev"ning  :  fo  vve  had  in  charge, 

But  us  he  fends  upon  his  high  behefts  But  thy  relation  now  !  for  I  attend, 

For  ftate,  as  fov'reign  king;  and  to  inure  Pleas'd  with  thy  words,nolefsthanthouwithmine. 
Our  prompt  obedience.     Faft  we  found,  faft  (hut  So  fpake  the  god-like  pow'r,  and  thus  our  fire. 

The  diiinal  gates,  and  barricado'd  ftrong!  For  man  to  tell  how  human  life  began 

But  long  e'er  our  approaching  heard  within  Is  hard  j  for  who  himfelf  begir.ning  knew  ? 

Noife,  other  than  the  found  of  dance,  or  fong!  Defire  with  thee  ftill  longer  to  converfe 

Torment,  and  loud  lament,  and  furious  rage.  Induc'd  me.-— As  new  wak'd  from  foundeft  fleep 

Glad  we  return'd  up  to  the  coafts  of  light  Soft  on  the  flow'ry  herb  I  found  me  .aid, 

Stratum 
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Stratum  florifeni,  mcmbris  fudorc  rigatis 
Ambrofio,  qucm  fol  avido  citus  ignc  bibebat. 
Protinus  ardenti  miratus  luminc  coelum 
Sufpicio,  &  vaftum  longc  contemplor  inane  : 
Vi  deinde  ingenita,  tanquam  contcndere  vellem 
TEthera,  profiliens  levis  efferor,  &  pedibus  fto 
Ereclis.     Luftrabam  oculis  circum  undique  montes, 
Convalles,  nemorumque  umbras  &  aprica  patentum 
iEquora  camporum,  liquidoque  loquacia  lapfu 
Flumina ;  propter  aquas  animantia  laeta,  vigore 
Incita,  quae  graderentur  humi,  quaeque  aera  pennis 
Tranarent :  laetae  ramis  cecinere  volucres, 
Cun£ta  fimul  rifere,  &  odores  cun&a  dederunt 
Ambrofios ;  toto  undavit  mihi  corde  voluptas. 
Me  tandem  contemplor,  &  ordine  fingula  membra, 
Ufque  alia  ex  aliis,  recolo ;  deinde  artubus  utor 
Mollibus,  ingreffu,  curfu,  ut  vigor  impulit  acer. 
Sed  quis  eram,  quibus  in  terris,  quo-ve  editus  ortu, 

In  balmy  fweat;  which  with  his  beams  the  fun  Creatures  that  liv'd  and  mov'd,  and  walk'd,  or 

Soon  dry'd,  and  on  the  reaking  moifture  fed.  flew  ; 

Strait  toward  heav'n  my  wond'ring  eyes  I  turn'd,  Birds  on  the  branches  warbling :  all  things  fmil'd 

And  gaz'd  a-while  the  ample  {ky  :  'till  rais'd  Withfragrance;andwithjoy  myhearto'er-flow'd, 

Ey  quick  inftinftive  motion,  up  I  fprung,  My  felf  I  then  perus'd,  and  limb  bv  limb 

As  thitherward  indeavonring ,  and  upright  Survey'd,  and  fometiroes  went,  and  fometimes  ran 

Stood  on  my  feet,     About  me  round  I  faw  With  fupple  joints,    as  lively  vigor  led, 

Hill,  dale,  and  ftiady  woods,  and  funny  plain?,  But  who  I  was,  or  where,  or  from  what  caufe, 


And  liquid  lapfeof  murnVring  ftreams :  by  thefe, 


Nefcibam 
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Nefcibam :  aggredior  fari,  linguamque  recentem 
Sollicito;  paret  mihi  lingua,  atque  ordine  novit 
Nominibus  memorare  fuis,  quaecunque  tuerer. 
Sol,  dixi,  dulceolumen,  tuque  alma  renidens 
Ore  hilari  tellus,  radiis  perfufa  ferenis; 
O  montes,  nemora  &  valles,    6  flumina,  campi, 
Quaeque  agiles  formofa  animantia  tenditis  artus, 
Panditevos,  fiqua  vidiftis,  pandite,  origo 
Quae  mea ;  qui  talis  natus,  quo-ve  haec  loca  padlo 
Advcni ;   non  vi  propria :  certe  arduus  auclor 
Nefcio  quis  duxit,  bonitate  &  viribus  ingens. 
Illum  ubi  veftigem,  vos  dicite,  qualis  adorem  ; 
Qui  vitam  ac  motum  dedit,  &  quascunque  beatos 
Gaudia  pertentant  vixdum  mihi  cognita  fenfus. 
Haec  poftquam  orafTem,  &  rudis  ignarufque  locorum 
Illinc  digrederer,  primas  unde  aeris  auras, 
Primaque  jucundae  libaftem  munera  lucis ; 
Nequicquam  refponfa  petens,  viridante  fub  umbra 

Knew  not :  to  fpeak  I  try'd,  and  forthwith  fpake  :  Tell  me  how  may  I  know  him,  how  adore, 

My  tongue  obey'd,  and  readily  could  name  From  whom  I  have  that  thus  I  move  and  live, 

Whate'er  I  faw.  Thou  fun,  faid  I,  fair  light !  And  feel  that  I  am  happier  than  I  know. 

And  thou  in-lighten"d  earth,  fo  frefh,  and  gay !  While  thus  I  call'd,  and  ftray'd  I  knew  notwhi- 
Ye  hills  and  dales,  ye  rivers,    woods  and  plains  !  ther, 

And  ye  that  live  and  move,  fair  creatures !    tell,  From  where  I  firft  drew  air,   and  firft  beheld 

Tell  (if  ye  faw)  how  came  I  thus,  how  here. —  This  happy  light :  when  anfwer  none  return'd, 

Not  of  my  felf— By  fome  great  maker  then,  On  a  green  fhady  bank,  profufe  of  flow'rs, 
In  goodnefs,  and  in  pow'r,    prs-eminent. 

Procubui, 


LIBER    OCTAVUS.  57 

Prociibui,  variis  fcecunda  floribus  herba, 
Triftior :  hlc  primum  mc  invafit  fomnus  amica 
Vi  rapicns ;  ultro  patiebar  vincla,  parumquc 
Sollicitus,  quanquam  in  fortem  migrare  priorem 
Languidus,  &  folvi  paulatim  membra  viderer. 
Tum  levis  infbmni  fupra  caput  adftat  imago; 
Illa  animi  interiora  movens  me  vivere  &  efle 
Admonuit:  forma  ante  oculos  divina  patebat, 
Et  furge  (inquit)  Adame ;  expe&at  te  tua  fedes, 
Surge,  6  prime  hominum,  venturi  feminis  a  te 
Innumeri  pater:  en  ultro  tibi  amcena  vireta 
Hortorum  oranti  fedes  monftrabo  paratas. 
Tantum  adeo  effatus,  dextraque  repente  prehenfum 
Inde  levi  per  prata  agilem  perque  aequora  lapfu 
Sufpenfis  ducens  pedibus  velut  aeris  auras 
Tranantem,  tandem  in  montis  nemorofa  fuperbi 
Fertjuga,  circuitu  lato,  &  frondentibus  oris 

Pcnfive  I  fat  me  down.      There  gentle  fleep  And  faid,  "  Thy  manfion  wants  thee,  Adam,  rife 

Firft  found  me,   and  with  foft  oppreffion  feizM  "  Firft  man  of  men  in-numerable  ordain'd 

My  droufed  fenfe,  untroubFd,  (though  I  thought  "  Firft  father  !  cairdbythee,    I  come  thy  guide 

I  then  was  paffing  to  my  former  ftate  "  To  the  garden  of  blifs,  thy  feat  prepar'd." 

Infenfible,   and  forthwith  to  diflblve)  So  faying,   by  the  hand  he  took  me  rais'd; 

When  fuddenly  ftood  at  my  head  a  dream,  And  over  fields,  and  waters,  as  in  air, 

Whofe  inward  apparition  gently  mov'd  Smooth-fliding  without  ftep,  laft  led  me  up 

My  fancy  to  believe  I  yet  had  being,  A  woody  mountain  ;    whofe  high  top  was  plain  : 

And  liv'd.  One  came  methought  of  fhape  divine,  A  circuit  wide-inclos'd  with  goodlieft  trees 

Vol.  II.  H  Claufa 
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Claufa  procul :  dulci  clivo  nec  conftta  pulcris 

Arboribus  deerant  viridaria  laeta,  nec  alti 

SecefTus  filvarum.     Hinc  ruris  &  oinne  reliclri 

Sordebat  decus  &  laudati  nuper  honores. 

Plurima  tum  cupidos  auratis  fructibus  arbos 

Alliciens  oculos  fuadet  convellere  onufta 

Brachia,  &  arre&um  libandi  accendit  amorem. 

Continuo  mihi  difcutitur  fopor;  omnia  vera 

Confpicor,  ut  viva  pinxiffet  imagine  fomnus. 

Jamque  iterum  erraturus  eram ;   cum  duftor  opacas 

Per  fdvarum  umbras  manifefto  in  lumine  clarum 

Extulit  os,  coramque  Deus,  Deus  ipfe  refulfit. 

Me  dulcis  formido  rapit;   veftigia  adoro 

Sancta  pedum :  erexitque,  &  quem  petis,  inquit  amicus, 

En  ego  fum,  totum  hoc  noftro  qui  numine  finxi, 

Quodque  fupra,  quod  circum  oculis,  quodque  adipicis  inrra. 

Hunc  tibi  concedo  Paradifum  ;  haec  regna  teneto 

Et  colito ;  quofcunque  finu  fert  ubere  tellus, 

Planted,with  walks  and  bow'rs ;   that  what  I  faw  Prefence  divine  !  rejoicing,  but  with  awe, 

Of  earth  before  fcarce  pleafant  feem"d.  Each  tree  In  adoration  at  his  feet  I  fell 

Loaden  with  faireft  fruit,  that  hung  to  th' eye  Submifs  :    he   rear'd    me,    and,     "  whom  thou 

Tempting,   ftir'd  in  me  fudden  appetite  "  fought'ft  I  am, 

To  pluck  and  eat;  whereat  I  wak'd,    and  found  Said  mildly,  "  author  of  all  this  thou  feeft 

Before  mine  eyes  all  real,  as  the  dream  "  above,  or  round  about  thee,  or  beneath. 

Had  lively  fhadow'd.     Here  had  new  begun  "  This  paradife  I  give  thee,  count  it  thine 

My  wandVing,   had  not  he  who  was  my  guide  "  To  till  and  keep,  and  of  the  fiiiit  to  eat : 

Up  hither,  from  among  the  trees  appear'd, 

Largi 
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Larga  carpc  manu  diversa.  cx  arbore  fruclua 

Liberius ;   pleno  hic  cornu  fundetur  abundc. 

Scd  guflata  bonum  quae  fcire  malumque  dat  arbos, 

Haud  procul  a  vitae  confurgens  arbore,    folum 

Obfequii  fideique  tuse  inviolabile  pignus, 

Hortorum  in  medio ;  memor  hanc  fugc  carpere ;  triftes 

Eventus  trepida,  monitifque  adverte  feveris. 

Q110  tu  cunque  die  carpes,  atque  unica  noflrl 

Perfringes  jufTa  afpernans,  morieris;  ab  illo 

Continuo  mortalis  eris,  felicibus  arvis 

Ibis  in  exilium,  defertus  inhofpita  tendes 

Littora,  curarum  miferique  feracia  luctus. 

Hos  mihi  tam  vehemens  monitus  iterabat,  ut  horror 

Attonitus  trepidas  etiamnum  verberet  aures, 

Libera  vitandae  quamvis  mihi  copia  poenae.  K 

Protinus  at  rediit  pacata  fronte  ferenus 

Oris  honos ;  placidufque  refert :  non  haec  loca  tantum 

"  Of  every  tree  that  in  the  garden  grows  "   The  day  thoueat'ft  thereof,  my  fole  command 

"  Eat  freely    with  glad  heart;     fear  here   no  "   Tranfgreft,  inevitably  thou  ftialt  dye ; 

"  dearth  :  "  From  that  day  mortal  :  and  this  happy  ftate 

"  But  of  the  tree  whofe  operation  brings  "  Shalt  lofe,   expelTd  from  hence  into  a  world 

"  Knowledge  of  good  and  ill,   which  I  have  fet  "  Of  woe  and  forrow."— Sternly  he  pronounc'd 

"  The  pledge  of  thy  obedience,  and  thy  faith,  The  rigid  interdi&ion,  which  refounds 

"  Amid  the  garden  by  the  tree  of  life,  Yet  dreadful  in  mine  ear,  though  in  my  choice 

"  (Remember  what  I  warn  thee !)  fhun  to  tafte,  Not  to  incur  :  but  foon  his  clear  afpect 

"  And  ftiun  the  bitter  confequence :   for  know,  Return'd,  and  gracious  purpofe  thus  renew'd. 

H  2  Dulcia, 
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Dulcia,  fed  terrarum  omnes  tibi  trado  tuoque 

Regnandos  generi  tra&us :  extendite  late 

Imperium ;  &  quicquid  terras  atque  aequora  &  auras 

Concelebrat,  pecudes,  pifces,  volucrefque  tenete. 
Quocirca  pecudes  volucrefque  en  adfpice  coram, 

Quafque  fuo  varias  genere ;  huc  genus  omne  coegi, 

Nomina  te  dante  ut  capiant,  tua  jura  volentes 

Agnofcant :  tua  jura  ifdem  quoque  legibus  agmen 

Squamigerum  fubit,  haud  reliquis  cum  gentibus  una 

Accitum,  aethereis  vefci  quod  nefciat  auris. 

Hsec  illo  dicente,  avium  pecudumque  catervae 

En  adfunt,  par  quaeque  pari  conjuncta ;  mihi  omnes 

Certatim  arrident;  illae  pendentibus  alis, 

Hae  genubus  dominum  flexis  regemque  falutant, 

Nomina  cuique  dedi  venientibus,  aflbna  gentis 

Diverfae  ingeniis ;  fubito  tam  numine  mentem 

AfHarat  Deus.     At  tanta  intermunera  coeli 

Nefcio  qua  vacuum  dulcedine  pe&us  egebat; 

"  Not  only  thefe  fair  bounds,  but  all  the  earth  "  Nothithcr  fummon'd,  fincethey  cannot  change 

"  To  thee,  and  to  thy  race  I  give :    as  lords  "  Their  element  to  draw  the  thinner  air." 

"  PofTefs  it,  and  all  things  that  therein  live,  As  thus  he  fpake,  each  bird  and  beaft  behold 

"  Or  live  in  fea  or  air,  beaft,  fifli  and  fowl:  Approaching  two  and  two;  thefe  cow'ring  low 

"  In  fign  whereof,   each  bird  and  beaft  behold  With  blandifhment ;  eachbird  floop'd  onhis  wing. 

"  After  their  kinds :  I  bring  them  to  receive  I  nam'd  them,  as  they  pafs'd,  and  underftood 

"  From  thee  theirnames,  and  pay  thee  fealty  Their  nature  (v/ith  fuch  knowledge  God  indu'd 

"  With  iow  fubjeftion .-  underftand  the  fame  My  fudden  apprehenfion!)  But  in  thefe 

"  Of  filh  within  their  wafry  refidence ;  I  found  not  what  me-thought  I  wanted  ftill ; 

Unde 
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Undc  duccm  his  diclis  coelcftcm  aftaricr  aufus: 

O  quali  mcmorans  te  nominc,  cuncta  corufco 
Qui  procul  hacc  fplendore  homincmque,  atque  altius  illo 
Quicquid  erit,  fuperas ;  quali  te  nomine  adorcm 
Dignius  ?  6  mundi  ingentis  pater  alme,  boni  fons, 
Tot  tantifque  hominem  dextra  dignate  benigna 
Muneribus.     Scd  me  fi  munera  tanta  coronent, 
Nufquam  participem  video :  quae  gaudia  cuiquam 
Contingant  foli  ?  pulcrum  licet  omne  quod  ufquam  eft 
PofTideat,  quae  femoto  conforte  voluptas  ? 

Hasc  ego  liberius.     Virtus  dein  clara,  fereno 
Ora  magis  rifu  irradians,  refpondit  amice. 

Ergone  te  folum  quereris?  nonne  aetheris  aurae, 
Non  tellus  variis  repleta  animantibus,  ultro 
Quae  tui  ad  arbitrium  feftivo  corpora  motu 
Te  coram  lepide  exercent,  faliuntque  micantque  ? 
Illorum  &  linguas  nofti  geftufque  loquaces ; 
Ipfa  etiam  norunt,  jactant  rationis  &  ipfa 

And  to  the  heav'nly  Vifion  thus  prefunVd.  What  happiaefs,  who  can  enjoy  alone  ? 

O,  by  what  name  (for  thou  above  all  thefe,  Or  all  enjoying  what  contentment  find? 
Above  mankind,  or  ought  than  mankind  higher,  Thus  I  prefumptuous ;  and  the  vifion  bright, 

Surpafleft  far  my  naming!)  how  may  I  As  with  a  fmile  more  brighten'd,  thus  reply'd. 
Adore  thee,  author  of  this  univerfe,  What  calllt  thou  folitude  ?  is  not  the  earth 

And  all  this  good  to  man  ?   for  whofe  well-being  With  various  living  creatures,    and  the  air, 

So  amply,  and  with  hands  fo  liberal,  Replenifti'd,   and  all  thefe  at  thy  command 

Thou  hail  provided  all  things.      But  with  me  To  come  and  play  before  thee  ?  know'ft  thou  not 

I  fee  not  who  partakes :    in  folitude  Theirlanguage,  and  their  ways  ?  they  alfo  know, 

Partem 
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Partem  aliquam ;  his  tete  oble&a,  his  laetere  fupremus : 
Ampla  fatis  tibi  regna  patent.     Sic  ore  locutus 
Rex  mundi  omnipotens,  &  fic  ftatuifTe  videtur. 
Tum  pace  orata  fupplex  haec  di&a  remitto  : 

Ah  ne  difpliceat  mea  vox,  veneranda  Poteftas; 
Oranti  Pater  alme  fave,  atque  his  annue  dictis. 
Nonne  tui  latas  terrarum  ego  fumma  per  oras 
Sceptra  vicemque  gero  ?  me  regem  his  omnibus  unum 
Conftituis:  quae  difparibus  concordia?  quodnam 
Dulce  fodalitium,  firmet  nifi  vincla  voluptas 
Mutua,  quam  laeti  damus  accipimufque  viciflim  ? 
Certe  ubi  nec  vinclo  fimili  nec  viribus  aequis 
Conjurant,  ubi  non  iifdem  pars  utraque  gaudent 
Officiis,  ingrata  brevi  fe  foedera  folvent : 
Illa  ego  amicitiae  pofco  mihi  vincula,  amicos 
Queis  ratio  divina  beat  fervatque  beatos. 
Tale  homini  &  brutis  nequaquam  foedus  habendum : 

And  reafon  not  contemptibly :  with  thefe  Can  fort,  what  harmony,  or  true  delight  ? 

Find  paftime,  and  bear  rule;  thy  realm  is  large.  Which  muft  be  mutual,  in  proportion  due 

So  fpake  the  univerfal  Lord,  and  feem'd  Giv'n  and  receiv'd :  but  in  difparity 

So  ord'ring :  I  with  leave  of  fpeech  implor'd,  (The  one  intenfe,  the  otlier  ftill  remifs) 

And  humble  deprecation,    thus  reply'd.  Cannot  well  fuit  with  either,  but  foon  prove 

Let  not  my  words  offend  thee,  heav'nly  Pow'r .'  Tedious  alike.     Of  fellowfhip  I  fpeak 

My  Maker,  be  propitious  while  I  fpeak!  (Such  as  I  feek,)  fit  to  participate 

Haft  thou  not  made  me  here  thy  fubftitute,  All  rational  delight;  wherein  the  brute 

And  thefe  inferior  far  beneath  me  fet?  Cannot  be  human  confort :    they  rejoice 
Among  unequal,  what  fociety 

Ipfl 
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Ipfis  convcnit  intcr  fe)  fequiturquc  lcaenam 
Spontc  leo,  laetifque  parem  par  quayit  in  agris. 
At  ncque  avis  pifci,  focios-ve  volucribus  addunt 
Quadrupcdum  fefe  genus ;  at  neque  fimia  tauro: 
Longa  homo  quadrupedi  diftat  magis  ordine  rcrum. 

Tum  vultu  placido  Omnipotens  8c  voce  ferena 
Reddidit :  eximii,  video,  tibi  quaeris,   Adame, 
Dona  fodalitii ;  nec  te  conforte  carentem 
Ulla,  utcunque  placens,  poter.it  mulcere  voluptas. 
Quidnam  igitur  de  me  fentis  ?  quid  gaudia  fortis 
Vifameae?  num  plena  fatis  perfe&aque  credis  ? 
Solus  fum  fine  fine,  aeterna  in  faecula  folus, 
Cui  neque  par  adeo  eft  ufquam,  ut  fimile  atque  fecundum 
Defit :  ubi  inveniam,  quicum  commercia  mutem 
Ulla,  nifi  adfcifcam  focios  quos  ipfe  creavi ; 
A  me  infinitis  qui  longius  intervallis, 
A  te  quam  gentes  animantum  ubicunque  minores  ? 

Each  with  their  kind  lion  with  lionefs ;  What  think'ft  thou  then  of  me,  and  this  my  ftate  ? 

So  fitly  them  in  pairs  thou  haft  combinM  :  Seem  I  to  thee  fufRciently  poffeft 

Much  lefs  can  bird  with  beaft,  or  fifh  with  fowl  Of  happinefs  or  not,   who  am  alone 

So  well  converfe,  nor  with  the  ox  the  ape  :  From  all  eternity  ?  for  none  I  know 

Worfe  then  can  man  with  beaft,  and  leaft  of  all.  Second  to  me,  or  like ;  equal  much  lefs. 

Whereto  th'Almighty  anfwer'd,  not  difpleas'd.  How  have  I  then  with  whom  to  hold  converfe, 

A  nice  and  fubtile  happinefs,  I  fee  Save  with  the  creatures  which  I  made,  and  thofe 

Thou  to  thy  felf  propofeft,  in  the  choice  To  me  inferior,  infinite  defcents 

Of  thy  aiTociates,  Adam  !  and  wilt  tafte  Bencath  wbat  other  creatures  are  to  thee? 
No  pleafure  (though  in  pleafure)  folitary. 

Finiera 
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Finierat :   refero  fupplex :  tua  celfa,  Supreme, 
Confilia,  aut  ady ta  asterni  penetrare  profunda 
Numinis,  haud  ulla  poterunt  indagine  vani 
Conceptus  hominum :   tu  fcilicet  omnia  plene 
Perfe&us,  nullius  egens,  nil  deficis  unus. 
Aft  homini,   qualis  reliquis  natura  creatis, 
Eft  folo  perfecla  gradu ;  hinc  confortia  quserit 
Comparis,  auxilium  &  curtis  folatia  rebus. 
Te  jam  infmitum  penitus,  numerifque  beatum 
Omnibus,  haudopus  eftullam  demittere  prolem. 
At  late  de  fe  difFundat  larga  necefTe  eft 
Semina  homo,  exfimili  fimiles;   &  imagine  multa. 
Ipfe  fui  oftendat,  fibi  quam  male  fufficit  unus, 
Quantum  &  amicitias  8c  foedera  dulcia  pofcit. 
Tu  fummi  amplexus  penetralia  fola  recefsus 
Optimus  ipfe  tibi  comes  es ;   confbrtia  nefcis 
Extera :  fed  poftis,    fi  fert  ita  corde  voluntas, 

He  ceasM ;  I  lowly  anfwer'd.     To  attain  And  through  all  numbers  abfolute,  though  one. 

The  height  and  depth  of  thy  eternal  ways,  But  man  by  number  is  to  manifeft 
All  human  thoughts  come  fhort,fupreme  of  things !      His  fingle  imperfettion  ;    and  beget 

Thou  in  thyfelf  art  perfeft,  and  in  thee  Like  of  his  like,  his  image  multiply'd  : 

Is  no  deficience  found.     Not  fo  is  man,  In  unity  defeftive;  which  requires 

But  in  degree;  the  caufe  of  his   defire  Collateral  love,  and  deareft  amity. 

By  converfation  with  his  like  to  help ;  Thou  in  thy  fecrecy  although  alone, 

Or  folace  his  defefts.      No  need  that  thou  Beft  with  thy  felf  accompany'd,  feek'ft  not 
Shouldft  propagate,  already  infinitc ; 

Mentis 
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Mcntis  ad  arbitrium,  faftigia  fumma  crcatos 
Evehcre,  &  fanctos  darc  proximitatis  honores. 
Sed  pecoris  muti  nequeunt  dulcedinc  mores 
Me  traherc  abfimilcs ;   nec  fas  mihi  pedtora  prona 
Tollere  humo.     Data  fic  fari  fiducia  juflit ; 
Annuit  &c  dictis  Dcus,  atque  ita  reddit  amicus : 
His  fpedtare  adeo  volui  quae  fenferis ;  hinc  te 
Non  pecudes  folum,   (quas  nomine  quamque  notafti 
Aptius  exprefTas)   fed  te  quoque  nofle  tuique 
Naturam  invenio ;  fcis,  qui  te  fufcitat  intus 
Spiritus ;  aethereofque  hauftus,  mentifque  fagacis, 
Haud  brutis  concefla,  fapis  coeleftia  dona. 
Brutorum  hinc  merito  indignans  commercia  temnis : 
Tu  tantis  haere  inceptis ;  mihi,  &  ante  locutus 
Quam  fueras,  mihi  non  placuit,  folum  ufque  morari 
Incomitatum  hominem ;  fed  nec  conjungere  vifum  eft 
Quales  fpectafti,  fbcios;  ante  ora  vocatos, 

Social  communication  :    yet  fo  pleas'd,  (Which  thou  haft  rightly  nam'd)  but  of  thy  feli": 

Canil  raife  thy  creature  to  what  height  thouwilt  Exprefling  well  the  fpirit  within  thee  free, 

Of  union  or  communion,  deify'd:  My  image,  not  imparted  to  the  brute  : 

I  by  converfiug  cannot  thefe  ereft  Whofe  fellowfhip  therefore  un-meet  for  thee, 

From  prone  ;  nor  in  their  ways  complacence  find.  Good  reafon  was  thou  freely  fhouldft  diflike ; 

Thus  I  imbolden'd  fpake,  and  freedom  us'd  And  be  fo  minded  ftill.     I  e'er  thou  fpak'ft, 

P.ermiffive,  and  acceptance  found ;    which  gain'd  Knew  rt  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone ; 

This  anfwer  from  the  gracious  voice  divine.  Andno  fuch  company  as  then  thou  faw'ft 

Thus  far  to  try  thee,  Adam  !  I  was  pleas]d ;  Intended  thec :  for  trial  only  brought, 
And  find  thee  knowing,  not  of  beafts  alone, 

Vol.  II.  J  Ut 
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Ut  bene  perfpicerem,  num  vera  &  idonea  nofcas. 
Mox  tibi  quod  ducam,  certus  confide,  placebit; 
Dulcis  imago  tui,  pars  altera,  fubfidiumque, 
Votum  animi  fummum,  cordifque  immenfa  voluptas. 

Finierat:  faltem  ipfe  meis  nihil  auribus  haufi 
Amplius :  opprefTum  nam  perftrinxere  fua  vi 
Terrenum  divina  meum,   quas  tempore  longo 
Pertulerat :  tandem  cceli  fublimibus  impar 
Colloquiis,  victum  delafTatumque  recumbit, 
Ut  nimium  rutila  vincuntur  imagine  fenfus. 
Alma  refedturi  vires  tum  munera  fomni 
Quzerebam :  dignatus  opem  mihi  Iumina  claufit  ; 
Lumina ;  mens  fed  adhuc,  acies  interna,  patebat, 
Et  mihi,  ceu  fines  rupiffem  corporis  ardtos, 
In  fomnis  formam  dabat  afpeclare  micantem, 
Cui  prius  adfliteram  vigilans :  fefe  illa  repente 
Inclinans  laterislaevi  mihi  carne  reclusa 

To  fee  how  thou  couldft  judge  of  fit,  and  meet.  Dazled,  and  fpent)  funk  down  ;  and  fought  r£pair 

What  next  I  bring  (hall  pleafe  thee,  be  aflur'd,  Of  ileep,  which  inftantly  fell  on  me,  call'd 

Thy  likenefs,   thy  fit  help,  thy  other  felf,  By  natuxe  as  in  aid,  and  clos'd  mine  eyes. 

Thy  wifh,  exaftly  to  thy  heart's  defire.  Mine  eyes  he  clos'd,   but  open  left  the  cell 

He  ended,  or  I  heard  no  more ,     for  now  Of  fancy,  my  internal  fight ;  by  which 

My  earthly  by  his  heav'nly  over-power'd,  (Abilraft  as  ina  trance)  methought  I  faw, 

Which  it  had,  long  ftood  under,   ftrain'd  to   th'  Though  fleeping,  where  I  lay,  and  faw  the  rnape 

height  Still  glorious  before  whom  awake  I  ftood : 

In  that  cccleftial  colloquy  fublime,  Who  ftooping  open'd  roy  left  fide,  and  took 
(As  with  an  objeft  that  excels  the  fenfe» 

Sub~ 
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Subdnxit  coftam,  vita;  dc  fonte  calcntcm 

Undantique  reccns  fumantcm  fanguinis  aeftu. 

Vulnus  hiat,  latoque  ingens  patct  ore  cicatrix- 

At  fubito  fanata  nova?  medicamine  carnis. 

Tum  coftam  manibus  fingit  fabricatque;  manufque 

Artifices  confeffa  animans  concrevit,  imago 

Viva  hominis,  fexu  diverfo ;  ita  lucida  forma, 

Ut  pulcrum  quodcunque  prius,  quod  amabile,  longc 

Cederet ;  aut  ipsa  tandem  collectus  in  una 

Omnis  honos,  decus  omne  efFulgeret :  inde  recentes 

Delicias  mihi  cor  8c  adhuc  incognita  fenfit 

Gaudia;  naturaeque  accendens  fliaviter  ora 

Lsetior  aura  cucurrit,  &  almi  rifus  amoris. 

IlJa  levem  evanefcit  in  aera ;  nec  mora,  fomnos 

Excufli,  reperire  ardens,  aut  damna  perenni 

Quefturusplangore;  alienas  fpernere  certus 

Delicias:  propius  tandem  infperata  videndam 

Se  dedit  ecce  oculis,  qualem  per  fomnia  vidi, 

From  thence  a  rib,  with  cordial  fpirits  warm,  And  in  her  looks ;  which  from  that  timc  infus'd 

Ar.d  life-blood  ftreaming  frefh  :    wide  was   the  Sweetnefs  into  my  heart,  an-felt  before  : 

wound  !  And  into  all  things  from  her  air  infpir'd 

But  fuddenly  with  flefh  fiird  up,   and  heaFd,  The  fpirit  of  love,  and  amorous  delight. 

The  rib  he  form'd,  and  fafhion'd  with  his  hands  :  She  dif-appear'd,  and  left  me  dark  !  I  wak'd 

Under  his  forming  hands  a  creature  grew  To  find  hcr,  or  for  ever  to  deplore 

Man-like,  but  different  fex  :  fo  lovely  fair!  Her  lofs,  and  other  pleafures  all  abjure. 

That  what  feem'd  fair  in  all  the  world,feem'd  now  When  out  of  hope,   behold  her !  not  far  off; 

Mean  or  in  her  fumm'd  up,  in  her  contain'd,  Such  as  I  faw  her  in  my  dream,  adorn'd 

I  2  Jadantem 
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Jadtantem  uberius  quot  terra  vel  aetheris  arces 

Munera  contulerint  formae.    ProgrefTa  fupremi 

Auctoris  ductu  arcano,  vocifque  benignis 

Advenit  aufpiciis,  nec  connubialia  jura 

Nec  ritus  indocta  facros :   praedulcis  eunti 

Gratia  componit  grefTus ;  coelum  ardet  ocellis, 

Per  varios  fpirat  decus  atque  amor  undique  geftus. 

Protinus  exultans  clara  fic  voce  profabar : 

En  tuajam  fervata  fides,  Pater  optime;  tanto 

Munere  compenfas  ludlus  triftefque  timores, 

Fons  ingens  &  origo  boni ;  quo  defluit  omnis 

Quae  dos  cunque  eft  pulcra ;  fed  haec  pulcherrima  dotum ; 

Indulgefque  lubens.  En  carnem  ex  carne,  meifque 

OfTibus  ofla ;  mihi  ante  oculos  atque  ora  tueri 

Me  datur;  huic  nomen  fit  foemina,  namque  profe&a 

Ex  homine :  ille  domum  fugiet  carofque  parentes, 

Se  totumut  fponfae  tribuat;  vinclifque  ligati 

Fortibus,  una  caro,  cox  unum,  anima  una  vigebunt^ 

With  what  all  earth  or  heaven  could  beftow,  Thy  words,  Creatorbounteous,  and  benign  !' 

To  make  her  amiable  :  on  fhe  came,  Giver  of  all  things  fair  !    but  faireft  this 

Led  by  herheav'nly  maker  (though  un-feen)  Of  aii  thy  gifts !  nor  envieft.     I  now  fee 

Ar.d  guided  by  his  voice;  nor  un-inforrrTd  Bone  of  my  bone,  flefh  of  my  flefh,   my  felf 

Of  i.'cptial  fanflity,  and  marriage  rites :  Beforeme:   woman  is  hername;  of  maa 

Grace  was  in  all  her  fteps,  heav'nin  her  eye,  Extrafted  :  for  this  caufe  he  fhall  forego 

In  every  gefture  dignity  and  love  !  Father  and  mothsr,  and  t'his  wife  adhere  ; 

I  overjoy'd  could  not  forbear  aloud.  Ar.d  they  fliall  be  one  flefl),  one  heart,  one  foul.. 
This  turn  hath  made  amends !    thou  haft  ful- 

w*  Audiit;, 
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Audiit;  atquc  Deo  quanquam  duclore  vcniret, 
Innocuaj  fcd  mcntis  honos,  fcd  confcia  virtus, 
Flofque  pudicitiae,  quas  follicitaricr  optat 
Mollius,  impatiens  fe  obtrudere,  cedcrc  &  ultro 
Indignata,  moras  fuadet ;  majorque  morantem 
Gratia  commendat :   vifo  me  avertitur,  ipfo 
Naturae  imperio;  mens  quanquam  pura  malique 
Immunis :  fequor  averfam ;  fed  &c  ipfa  decoro 
Obfequio  redit  &  fandtis  aufcultat  honefti 
Legibus,  ac  blanda  fe  majeftate  refignat. 
Ducebam  thalami  geniales  laetus  in  umbras 
Aurorae  ftmilem,  fuffufam  fanguine  vultus 
Purpureo:  coelum  omne  arridet,  &  omnia  blandos 
Dant  radios  fauftamque  afpe&ant  latius  horam 
Sydera ;  gratantur  colles  &  confona  tellus, 
Per  filvas  gratantur  aves :  auraeque  fufurris 
Blandifonis  ftrepuere,  &  odoris  undique  pennis 

She  heard  me  thus ;  and  tho'  divinely  brought,  I  follow'd  her ;  (he  what  was  honor  knew, 

Yet  innocence  and  virgin  modelty,  And  with  obfequious  majefly  approv'd 

Her  virtue,  and  the  confcience  of  her  worth,  My  pleaded  reafon. — To  the  nuptial  bow'r 

That   would   be  woo'd,    and  not  un-fought  be  I  led  her,  blulhing  like  the  morn  :   all  heav'n,. 

won;  And  happy  conftellations,  on  that  hour 

Not  obvious,  nor  obtrufive,  but  retir'dr  Shed  their  felefteft  influence:  the  earth 

The  more  defirable,  or  to  fay  all,  Gave  fign  of  gratulation,  and  each  hill: 

Nature  her  felf  (though  pure  of  finful  thought)  Joyous  the  birds;   frelh  gales,  and  gentle  airs 

Wrought  in  her  fo,  that  feeing  me,  flie  turn'd.  Whifper'd  it  to  the  woods,  and  from  their  wings 

Jaclatas 
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Ja&atas  fparfere  rofas,  fparfere  beata 
Balfama,  ruris  opes  varias,  fragrantia  dona ; 
Guttere  dum  molli  noctis  feftiva  volucris 
Connubiale  melos  caneret;  monitufque  fupremo 
Monte  facros  propere  fulpenderet  Hefperus  ignes. 
Jamque  ade6,  rerum  noftrarum  ex  crdine  fata 
Percurrens,  omnes  vitje  terreftris  honores 
Explicui  paucis ;  dono  fua  cuique,  fatebor, 
Gratia  ineft;  fed  nec  dono  mens  vinciturullo: 
Qus  varios  varia  tentant  dulcedine  fenfus, 
Nil  me  deliciae  feriunt ;  nihil  ampla  vireta, 
Nil  herbze,  poma  &  flore?,  volucrefque  canora. 
Hic  ver6,  hic  trepidans  motu  praecordia  miro, 
Luftravi  tetigique  ardens,  hic  pectoris  aeftus 
Perfenfi.  infolitos,  alias  contemnere  fortis 
Illecebras,  formas  devictus  vulnere  folo. 
Aut  cavit  natura  parum,  noftrique  reliquit 

Flung  rofe,  flung  odors  from  the  fpicy  (hrub  I  mean  of  tafte,  fignt,  fmell,  herbs,  fruits,  and 
Difporting  'till  the  amorous  bird  of  night  flow'rs, 

Sung  fpoufal,  and  bid  hafte  the  ev'ning  ftar,  Walks  and  the  melody  of  birds:   buthere 

On  his  hill-top  to  llght  the  bridal  lamp.  Far  otherwife  !  tranfported  I  behold, 

Thus  I  have  told  thee  all  my  ftate,  and  brought  Tranfported  touch :  here  paffion  firft  I  felt, 

My  ftory  to  the  fum  of  earthly  blils,  Commotion  ftrange  !  in  a]I  enjoyments  elfe 

Which  I  enjoy  :  and  muft  confefs  to  fmd  Superior,  and  un  mov'd  :  here  only  weak, 

In  all  things  elfe  delight  indeed  ;  but  fuch  Againft  the  charm  of  beauty's  pow'rful  glanc». 

As,  us'd  or  not,  works  in  the  mind  nochange,  Or  nature  fail'd  in  me,   and  left  fome  part 
N.or  vehement  defue;  thefe  delicacies 

Partem 
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Partcm  aliquam  vinci  facilcm  tantifque  minorcm 
Blanditiis,  latcrc  aut  foflb  nimis  abftulit  illinc: 
Huic  faltcm  indulfit  nimium,  ditavit  &  cxtra 
Largius,  interni  non  aeque  prodiga  fumptus. 
Nec  me  animi  fallit,  naturae  dote  fuprema 
Hanc  mihi  non  aufam  contendere,  fimplicis  aura? 
Ignibus,  aethereoque  hauftu :  quin  celfa  parentis 
Communis  minus  ora  refert  &  figna  verendi 
Tmperii,  quo  nos  dominari  in  castera  juflit, 
Quae  varios  ubicunque  habitant  animalia  tradtus. 
Haec  tamen,  utcunque  accedo,   fi  munere  cceli 
Omnigeno,  cumulata,  fui  fic  confcia  fulget, 
Ut  quicquid  loquiturque  &  agit,  prudentia  prima 
Sit  mihi,  confilii  flos  et  norma  optima  vitae : 
Hac  coram  ingenii  vis  omnis  &  omnia  mentis 
Lumina  victa  cadunt ;   fapientia  &  ipfa  recedit : 
Hanc  ratio  fequiturque  comes  reverentia,  quoquo 


Not  proof  enough  fuch  objeft  to  fuftain  : 
Or  from  my  fide  fubdtifting,  took  perhaps 
More  than  enough:    at  leaft  on  her  beftow'd 
Too  much  of  ornament;  in  outward  fhew, 
Elaborate;  of  inward,    lefs  exaft. 
For  well  I  underftand  in  the  prime  end 
Ofnature,   her  th'inferior  j   in  the  mind, 
And  inward  faculties;  which  moft  excel: 
In  outward  alfo  her  refembling  lefs 
His  image  who  made  both;  and  lefs  expreffing 


The  charafler  *f  that  dominion  giT'ii 
0'er  other  creatures.  Yet  when  I  approach 
Her  lovelinefs,  fo  abfolute  fhe  feems, 
And  in  herfelf  complete,  fo  well  to  know 
Her  own  ;  that  what*  ihe  wills  to  do,  or  fayv 
Seems  wifeft,  virtuoufeft,  difcreeteft,  beft  z 
All  higher  knowledge  in  her  prefence  fallsr 
Degraded ;  wifdom  in  difcourfe  with  her 
Lofes  difcount'nanc'd,  and  like  folly  fhews  : 
Authority  and  reafon  on  h«r  wait, 


Fledit 
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Fle&it  iter;  tanquam  arbitrio  prior  ipfa  fuiflet 
Defignata  Dei,  non  ufibus  apta  fecundis. 
Nobilitafque  excelfa  animi  generofaque  virtus 
Hic  fedem  pofuere  fuam,  sethereique  micantes 
More  fatellitii  circum  tutantur  &  ornant. 

Olli  cceleftis  contra£tl  fronte  minifter: 
Naturam  falfo  quereris;  fat  praeftitit  illa ; 
At  tua  fac  praeftes :   tibi  nec  fapientia  deerit, 
Ni  tu  ultro  amoveas,  tempus  cum  poftulat  ac  res. 
Quae  fentis  pretiofa  minus,  cur  largius  aequo 
Miraris  ?  (tute  hoc  fentis)  quid  te  tibi  tantum 
Surripit?  externa  an  fpecies  ?  pulcherrima,  teftor 
Dignaque  quam  foveas  &c  ames  &  honore  fequaris, 
Non  quae  compedibus  premat  imperioque  refraenet. 
Quin  te  illi  trutina  opponas ;  hinc  verius  ambos 
Cognofces:  prodeftlaus  faepe  interna  tuique 
Cordis  honos  tacitus,  certo  fi  limite  claufus 

As  one  intended  firft,  not  after  made  By  attributing  over-much  to  things 

Occaftonally :   and  (to  confummate  all)  Lefs  excellent,  as  thou  thy  felf  perceiv'ft. 

Greatnefs  of  mind  and  noblenefs,  their  feat  For  what  admir'ft  thou,  what  tranfports  thee  fo  ? 

Build  in  her  lovelieft,  and  create  an  awe  An  outfide  ?   fair  no  coubt,  and  worthy  well 

About  her,   as  a  guard  angelic  plac'd.  Thy  cherifhing,   thy  honoring,  and  thy  love; 

To  whom  the  augel  with  contra&ed  brow.  Not  thy  fubjedion.  Weigh  with  her  thy  felf ; 

Accufe  not  nature,  flie  hath  done  her  part ;  Then  value :  oft  times  nothing  profits  more 

Do  thou  but  thine  :  and  be  not  difndent  Than  felf-efteem  ;  grounded  on  juft,  and  right, 

Of  wifdom :  Ihe  deferts  thee  not,  if  thou  Well   manag'd  :     of  that   fltill   toe    more  thon 
Difmifs  not  her,when  moft  thou  needft  her  nigh  ;  know'ft, 

Haud 
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Haud  nimis  in  faftum  tumcat.     Tc  dignius  ipfum 
Si  pcndas,  dominum  tc  fponfi  fatcbitur  ultro, 
Et  fragilcm  vcro  fpcciem  fubmittct  lionori ; 
Pulcra  adeo,  magis  ut  placeat  tibi,  nata ;   verenda, 
Ut  fanclo  mclius  fociam  ampledtaris  honore. 
Qua3  te  oculo  fervat  vigili,  fi  forfitan  erres. 
Sin  tacKis  vis  corporei,  quo  faxla  propagant 
Gens  hominum,  tanta  antealias  dulcedine  captet 
Delicias,  donum  hoc  brutis  commune  catervis 
Indultum  agnofcas ;  pecudum  fed  inertia  corda 
Nefcierant  penitus,  flamma.  fi.  vincat  honefta 
Celfam  hominis  mentem  quae  fluxerit  inde  voluptas. 
Quicquid  in  hac  fublime  vides,  dignum  indole  quicquid 
Humana  atque  hauftu  aethereo,  inculpatus  amore 
Ufque  coles ;  pafcendus  amor,  vitanda  cupido 
Acrior ;  ipfe  animum  accendens  &  pedus  adauget 
Verus  amor,  ratione  fluit  fanique  fatetur 

The  more  (he  will  acknowledge  thee  her  head,  To  them  made  common,  and  divulg'd,  if  ought 

And  to  realities  yield  all  her  fhews:  Therein  enjoy'd  were  worthy  to  fubdue 

Made  fo  adorn  for  thy  delight  the  more;  The  foul  of  man,  or  paflion  in  him  move. 

So  awful,  that  with  honor  thou  may'ft  love  What  higher  in  her  fociety  thou  find'ft 

Thy  mate ;    who  fees,    when  thou  art  feen  leaft  Attraftive,   human,  rational,  love  ftill  : 

wife.  In  loving  thou  doft  well,  in  paflion  not; 

But  if  the  fenfe  of  touch,  whereby  mankind  Wherein  true  love  confifts  not.     Love  refines 

Is  propagated,    feem  fuch  dear  delight  The  thoughts,   and  heart  enlarges ;  hath  his  feat 

Beyond  ail  other  :    think  the  fame  vouchfaf  d  In  reafon,  and  is  judicious;  is  the  fcale 
To  cattel,  and  each  beaft;  which  would  not  bc 
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Judicii  impulfus;  facros  hinc  itur  amoris 
Divini  fontes,  &  carnis  gaudia  fordent : 
Quare  inter  pecudes  tibi  non  inventa  fbdalis. 

Subrubuit  Pater  &  caftonc  rettulit  ore: 
Extera  nec  formae  tantum  me  gratia,  nec  quae 
Concubitus  genti  omnigena?  communia  volgo 
Munera  (quanquam  hominem  longe  magis  ardua  fan#i 
Jura  beant  lecti  vitseque  arcana  maritas) 
Percellunt,  quantum  placidi  pulcherrima  geftus 
Et  decora,  &  faciles  omni  quos  parte  lepores 
Fundit  agens  funditque  loquens;  ita  nedtit  amoris 
Delicias  molli  obfequio  :  per  mutua  fenfus 
Concordes  coeunt,  ipiratque  anima  una  duobus. 
Tales  connubii  egregios  quam  dulce  tueri 
Concentus !  nec  fuave  melos  numerique  canori 
Pertentant  avidam  dulcedine  laetius  aurem. 
Haec  tamen  haud  fuperant  -y  tibijam,  quid  percipit  inde 
Interius  mihi  mens,  nequaquam  fubdita,.  pando : 


By  which  to  heav'nly  love  thou  may'ft  afcend  > 
Notfunk  in  carnal  pleafure:  for  which  caufe, 
Among  the  beafts  no  mate  for  thee  was  found. 
To  whom  thus,  half  abafiVd,  Adam  reply'd. 
Neither  her  out  fide  form'd  fo  fair,  nor  oughx 
In  procreation  common  to  all  kinds, 
(  'hough  higher  of  the  genial  bed  by  far, 
And  with  myfterious  reverence  I  deem) 
*o  much  delights  me,  as  thofe  graceful  adb. 


Thofe  thoufand  decencies  that  daily  flow 
From  all  her  words  and  aftions  mix'd  with  tore, 
And  fweet  compliance,  which  declare  un-feign'd 
Union  of  mind,    or  in  us  both  one  foul ; 
Harmony  to  behold  in  wedded  pair ! 
More  grateful  than  harmonious  found  to  th'ear, 
Yet  thefe  fubjeft  not :  I  to  thee  difclofe 
Whatinward  thence  I  feel,  not  therefore  foil'd  : 

Nam 
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Nam  varia  hinc  atquc  hinc  variis  occurrit  imago 
Scnfibus ;  at  vinclo  immunis  mens  alta,  fuoquc 
Arbitrio  meliora  probat,  fequiturque  probata. 
Me  nec  amarc  vetas ;  fuperas  amor,  inquis,  ad  arces 
Evehit ;  eft  via  qua  furfum  contendimus,  eft  dux 
Ipfe  viae.     Sed  da  patiens,  fi  libera  fandi 
Copia,  quae  pofco  ulterius :  nonne  ignea  divum 
Agminaamant?  queis  deinde  modis  teftantur  amorem  ? 
An  laeto  folum  intuitu  ?  radiata  ne  lucis 
Flumina  commifcent  rutilae  ?  virtute  potenti 
Vibrata  procul,  an  tactu  propiore  fruuntur? 
Tum  rofeo  ardefcens  rifu,  coelefte  rubenti, 
(Lumine  quo  laetatur  amor)  flc  aethere  miflus 
Refpondit  juvenis :  penitus  nos  effe  beatos 
Sufficiat  tibi  nofTe;  &  nil  fine  amore  beatum. 
At  tu  perfrueris  queifcunque  in  corpore  puris 
Deliciis  (nam  pura  tibi  eft  et  labis  origo 
Nefcia)  perfruimur  nos  6c  fublimius  ifdem ; 

Who  meet  with  various  objefts,  from  the  fenfe  Exprefs  they  ?  by  looks  only  ?  or  do  they  mix 

Varioufly  reprefenting ;  yet,  ftill  free  Irradiance  ?  virtual,  or  immediate,  touch  ? 
Approve  the  beft,  and  follow  what  I  approve.  To  whom  the  angel,  (with  a  fmile  that  glow'd 

To  lovethou  blam'ft  me  not ;  for  love  thou  fay'ft,  Cceleftial  rofy-red,  love's  proper  hue) 

Leads  up  to  heav'n ;  is  both  the  way  and  guide  ;  Anfwer'd.   Let  it  fuftice  thee  that  thou  know'ft 

Bear  with  me  then,   if  lawful  what  I  aflt :  Us  happy,  and  without  love  no  happincfs. 

Love  not  the  beav'nly  fpiriu?     And  how  their  Whatever  pure  thou  in  the  body  enjoy'ft, 

love  (And  pure  thou  vvert  created)  we  6nj°y 
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Nec  querimur  vectes  votifve  obftantia  clauftra, 
Seu  fragilem  membranae  obicem,  ftve  ofla  vel  artus. 
At  nexu  non  tam  facili  complectitur  aer 
Aera,  quam  coeunt  liquidae  ftne  corpore  mentes ; 
Se  puris  purae  inilnuant,  totaeque  cohaerent 
Inter  fe  implexae;  nec  quidquam  ardentibus  obftat. 
Longe  aliter,  quam  carne  caro  fi.  innedtier  ardet, 
Aut  animis  animae,  terreni  corporis  arctis 
Valdius  obftri&ae  vinclis.    Sed  praecipiti  fol 
Axe  ruens  ultra  hefperiae  viridantia  terrae 
Culmina  fe  celerem  rapit,  admonuitque  redire. 
Sis  fortis,  felixque,  &  ames ;  Illum  omnibus  unum 
Pofthabitis,  quem  ftquis  amat,  mandata  fuprema 
Exequitur:  cave  judicium  ne  caeca  libido 
Torqueat,  &  mentem  inducat  patrare,  voluntas 
Libera  quod  fugeret :   tua,  natorumque  tuorum, 
In  te  omnis  fortuna  fita  eft,  quemcunque  colorem 
Induerit;  cautus  circumfpice.     Pectore  firmo 

In  eminence  :  and  obftacle  find  none  Hejperian  fets,  my  fignal  to  depart. 

Of  membrane,  joint  or  limb,  exclufive  bars :  Be  llrong,  live  happy,  and  love  !  but  firft  of  alT, 

Eafier  than  air  with  air,  if  fpirits  embrace,  Him,  whom  to  love  is  to  obey,  and  keep 

Total  they  mix ;  union  of  pure  with  pure  His  great  command  :  take  heed  left  paffion  fway 

Defiring:  nor  reftrainM  conveyance  need,  Thy  judgment  to  do  ought,  whlch  elfe  free  will 

JU  fle(h  to  mix  with  ftelh,   or  foul  with  foul.  Would  not  admk :   thine,  and  of  all  thy  fons, 

Butl  can  now  no  more:  the  parting  fun  The  weal  omwoe  in  thee  is  plac'd;    beware! 
Beyond  the  earth's  green  cape,  and  verdant  ifles, 
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Si  modo  pcrftiteris,  mihi  gaudia  laita  bcatifquc 
Omnibus  acccndcnt  animos :   perftcs-nc,  cadas-ne, 
Tc  pcncs  cft ;  confide  tibi,  auxiliumquc  alicnum 
Indignans,  fceleris  fraudem  illccebrafquc  rcpellc. 

His  di£lis  furgit;   tum  grato  pc&ore  Adamus 
Subfequitur:  venerande  vale,  vale,  inquit,  amice 
Sidereas  rediture  plagas ;  quem  fcde  fuprema 
Demifit,  tam  blanda  homini  mandata  ferentem, 
Scmper  adorati  mihi  Numinis  alta  poteftas. 
Haec  tua,  quae  placidis  adeo  indulgentia  fovit 
Laetius  alloquiis,  memori  mihi  peitore  nunquam 
Excidet ;  6  genti  humanae  dignere  favorem 
Ulterius,  noftrifque  frequens  penetralibus  adfls. 

Sic  ambo  diverfi  abiere :  nigrantibus  umbris 
Nuntius  aftra  redit,  frondofum  limen  Adamus. 

I  in  thy  perfevering  fliall  rejoice,  Sent  from  whofe  fov'reign  goodnefs  I  adore ! 
And  all  the  bleft.    Stand  faft!  to  ftand  or  fall,        Gentle  to  me,  and  aftable  hath  been^ 

Free  in  thine  own  arbitrement  it  lies :  Thy  condefcenfion,  and  fhall  be  honor'd  ever 

Perfeft  within,  no  outward  aid  requirej  With  grateful  memory  :  thou  to  mankind 

And  all  temptation  totranfgrefs  repel.  Be  good  and  friendly  ftill,  and  oft  return  ! 
So  faying,  he  arofe:    whom  Adam  thus  So  parted  they  ;  the  angel  up  to  heav'n 

Follow'd  with  benediftion.   Since  to  part !  From  tke  thick  Ihade,   and  Adam  to  his  bow'r, 
Go  beav'nly  gueft,  ethereal  meffenger, 


Finis  Libri  Odlavi 


(  78) 

PARADISUS  AMISSUS. 

LIBER  NONUS. 

HOfpitis  aetherea  demiiTi  ex  arce  benignos 
Non  ultra  datur  adventus  memorare,  Deum-ve 
Dignantem  conferre  homini  commercia  blanda 
Dulcis  amicitise,  atque  ifdem  decerpere  menfis 
Ruris  opes,  focia  alterno  fermone  ferentem 
Colloquia.     Hinc  moefta  tandem  lugubria  musa 
Aggredior,  lasfamque  fidem  atque  incredula  corda, 
Calcatas  coeli  leges,  hominemque  rebellem ; 
Parte  alia  meritas  iras  et  Numinis  ora 
Averfi,  data  jura  reis,  vocemque  tremendam. 
Tam  mundi  ingreditur,  mundi  heu  miferabilis,  oras 
Ate,  Hadefque  haerens  comes,  &  praenuntius  Hadis 

PARADISE    LOST. 

Book  IX. 

NO   more  of  talk  where  God,   or  Angel-  Difloyal  on  the  part  of  man ;  revolt, 

gueft,  And  difobedience  :  on  the  part  of  heav'n 

With  nian,  as  with  his  friend,  familiar  us'd  (Now  alienated  !)  diftance  and  diftate, 

To  fit  indulgent,    and  with  him  partake  Anger  and  juft  rebuke,   and  judgment  giv'n, 

Rural  repail;   permitting  him  the  while  That  brought  into  this  world  a  world  of  woej 

Venial  difc^urfe  un-blanVd.  I  now  muft  change  Sin  and  her  fhadowdeath,  and  mifery 
Thofe  notes  to  tragic !  foul  diftruft,  and  breach 
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Luclus.     Funcftum  mihi  carminis  argumcntum, 
At  majus  longc,  rabies  quam  fjcva  fccuti 
jEacida;  fugientem  hoftem  ter  Pergama  circum, 
Conjuge  feu  rapta  Turni  furor,  aut  gravis  ira 
Neptuni,  aut  Junonis  inexorabile  pedtus: 
Si  modo  conciliet  vires  animofque  fecundos 
Diva  potens,  quce  nocle  folct  redeunte  benigna 
Vifere,  per  tacitos  accendens  pectora  fomnos, 
Et  facilem  ipfa  ultro  venam  numerofque  fluentes 
Sufficiens;  ex  quo  primum  haec  mihi  carminis  alta 
Materies  rimanti  adeo  atque  exordia  fera 
Molito  tandem  placuit.     Me  bella  fonare 
Impulit  haud  animus,  vani  quae  fola  poeta^ 
Hactenus  herois  habuerunt  verfibus  apta ; 
Qui  fictis  repetita  diu  poft  vulnera  bellis 
Mentitos  equites,  &  lenta  clade,  trucidant : 
At  firmae  interea  mentis  patientia  conftans 


Death's  harbinger.    Sad  taft.!  yet  argument 
Not  lefs,  but  more  heroic  than  the  wrath 
Of  ftern  Ackilks  on  his  foe,  purfu'd 
Thrice  fugitive  about  Troy  wall :    or  rage 
OfTurnus,  for  La-vinia  dif.efpous'd  : 
Or  Neptune'%  ire,  or  Juno'%,  that  fo  long 
Pcrp!ex'd  the  Grtek,   and  Cytbereas  fon : 
Jf  anfwerable  ftyle  I  can  obtain 
Of  my  cceleftial  patronefs,  who  deigns 
Hex  nightly  \*i£tation  un-implor'd, 


And  di&ates  tome  flumb'ring;  or  iniyires 
Eafy  my  un-premeditated  verfe  : 
Since  iirft  this  fubjeft  for  heroic  fong 
PJeas'd  me,  long  chufing,  and  beginning  late-j; 
Not  fedulous  by  nature  to  indite 
Wars,  hitherto  the  only  argument 
Heroic  deem'd ;    chief  maft'ry  to  difleft 
With  long  and  tedious  havoc  fabled  lcnight» 
In  battels  feign'd  .  (the  better  fortitude 
Of  patience,  and  heroic  martyrdoni, 
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Negligitur,  virtufque  animi  praeclara  flletur, 
Contemptrix  lethi  nullifque  infra&a  periclis. 
Commemorent  alii  ludos,  certamina,  curfus, 
CongrefTufque  in  equis,  in  curribus,  arma  colore 
Multiplici  clypeis  infcripta,  emblemata  lauta, 
Quadrupedefque,  virofque,  oftro  fulgentia  &  auro 
Agmina;  feu  menfas  onerent  &  vina  coronent, 
Stru&ores  ftatuant  nitidos,  bellofque  miniftros, 
Regalefque  operum  luxus  &  vilia  ja&ent 
Officia,  indignafque  herois  verfibus  artes. 
His  neque  me  inftrudum  ftudiis,  nec  fcire  volentem, 
Materies  longe  tenet  altior,  ipfa  poema 
Quas  decoret,  vatemque  augufto  nomine  donet : 
Ni  gelidae  vis  forte  plagas,  vel  ferius  asvum, 
Frigidus  aut  fenio  fanguis  praecordia  circum 
Obftiterit;  metuenda  nimis,  nift  node  revifat 
Ufque  Dea,  &  tacitam  monitus  inftillet  in  aurem. 
Jam  fol  oceano  defcenderat ;  inde  fecutus 

Un-fung)  or  to  defcribe  races  and  games,  To  perfon  or  to  poem.     Me  (of  thefe 

Or  tiking  furniture,  emblazon'd  (hields,  Nor  fkilPd,  nor  ftudious)  higher  argument 

Impreffes  quaint,  caparifons,    and  fteeds;  Remains;  fufficient  of  itfelf  to  raife 

Lafes  and  tinfel  trappings,  gorgious  knights  That  name,    unlefs  an  age  too  late,    or  cold 
At  jouft,   and  tornament ;    then  marfhalFd  feafl,      Climate,  or  years,  damp  my  intended  wing 

Serv'd  up  in  hall  with  fewers,  and  fenefhals :  Deprefs'd :  and  much  they  may,  if  all  be  mine, 

The  fkill  of  artifice,  or  office  mean  !  Not  her's,  who  brings  it  nightly  to  my  ear. 
Not  that  which  juftly  gives  heroic  name  The  fun  w  as  funk,  and  after  him  the  ftar 

Hefperus, 
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Hcfperus,  umbratis  jucunda  crcpufcula  tcrris 
Qui  fpargit,  tcncbrarum  idcm  mcdiufquc  dici ; 
Et  nox  dimidium  pennis  velavcrat  orbem 
Humida,  circuituquc  polum  cingcbat  opaco ; 
Cum  Satanas,  nupcr  quem  Gabriel  ore  minaci 
Edeno  attonitum  turbaverat,  au&ior  atris 
Coniiliis,  gentcm  humanam  difperderc  certus, 
Sollicitufque  parum  &  gravioris  damna  ruinae 
Indignans,  remeare  viam  imperterritus  audet. 
Nocle  fugam  ingreffus  primum,  fe  nocte  fub  alta 
Rettulit,    emenfus  terrae  fpatia  ampla,  diei 
Cautior;  ex  quo  jam  folis  qui  torquet  habenas 
Introitus  acie  arguta  penetrarat  iniquos 
Uriel,  &  vigiles  monuiffet  voce  Cherubas. 
Ille  fremens  animis,  Edeni  fedibus  adlus, 
Cum  tenebris  feptem  totas  ex  ordine  nocles 
Ivit  eques;  terque  orbem  obiit  qui  lucibus  umbras 

Of  Hefperus,  whofe  office  is  to  bring  By  night  he  fled,   and  at  midnight  return'd 

Twilightupon  the  earth  (lhort  arbiter  From  compaffing  the  earth;   cautious  of  day, 

'Twixt  day  and  night,)  and  now  from  end  toend,  Since  Uriel,   regent  of  the  fun,  defcry'd 

Night's  hemifphere  had  veil'd  th'horizon  round  :  His  entrance,  and  forewarn'd  the  Cherubim,  " 

When  Satan,  who  late  fled  before  the  threats  That  keep  their  watch  :    thence  full   of  anguilh 
Of  Gabriel  out  of  Eden,   now  imprOv'd  driv'n, 

In  meditated  fraud  and  malice,   bent  The  fpace  of  fev'n  continu'd  nights  he  rode 

On  man's  deftruftion,  maugre  what  might  hap  With  darknefs,   thrice  the  eqtrinoftial  line 
Of  heavier  on  himfelf,  fearlefs  retum'd. 
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Exasquat,  piceumque  quater  tranfmifit  opacse 

Nodtis  iter,  fectis  obliquo  calle  coluris. 

Oclava  redit;  atque  horti  regione  Cherubum 

Sedudla  excubiis,  adituque  averfus  aperto, 

Furtivos  petit  ingreflus.      Locus  extitit  olim, 

Nunc  periit,  (quas  non  astas  longinqua  fed  Ate 

Dira  vices  peperit)  Paradifi  in  finibus  imis, 

Tigris  ubi  barathro  fubitus  fe  condidit  alto 

Sub  terras,  donec  fuperas  pars  iret  in  auras 

Lucentis  forma,  vitae  haud  procul  arbore,  fontis. 

Una  fe  Satanas  cum  flumine  condit,  &  una 

Emergit,  nebula?  fumanti  obductus  ami£tu ; 

Tum  latebras  quasrit.     Terram  explorarat  8c  asquor 

Undique,  trans  Pontum  &  pigrae  Maeotidos  undas, 

Ultima  Mofchorum  txansflumina;  mox,  ubi  limes 

Extremus  mundi  premitur  devexus  ad  auftros; 

Deinde  plagas  tulit  Hefperias^  Panamaeaque  adufque 

Clauftraiter;  hinc  tra6tusr  Ganges,  quofque  alluit  Indus». 

He  circled  ;  four  times  crcfs'd  the  car  of  night  Rofe  up  a.  fountain  by  the  tree  of  life. 

i'i-om  pole  to  pole,  traverfing  each  colure:  In  with  the  river  funk,   and  with  it  rofe 

On  th'eighth  return'd;  and  on  the  coaft  averfe  Satan  involv.'d  in  rifing  mift;  then  fought 

fiom  entrance,  or  Cherubic  watch,  by  ftealth  Where  to  lie  hid :  fea  he  had  fearch'd,  and  land* 

Found  un-fufpefted  way.    There  was  a  place,  From  Eden  over  Pontus,  and  the  pool 

Now  not,   (tho'  fin,    not  time,    firft  wrought  the  Maotis,  up  beyond  the  river  Ob: 

change)  Downward  as  far  antartic :   and  in  length, 

Where  Tigi-is,  at  the  foot  of  paradife,  Weft  from  Orontes,  to  the  ocean  barr'd 

fajto.  a.  galph  (hot  under-ground,  'till  part  At  Daricn:  thence  to  the  land  where  flows 

Ific 
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IHc  adco  attcntus  vaftum  pcragravcrat  orbcm 
Explorans,  acicquc  animalia  cun&a  fagaci 
Vidcrat,  eximiis  quaerens  fibi  fraudibus  aptum : 
Scrpcntem  tandcm  invenit,  magis  omnibus  unum 
Verfutum,  bruta  in  campis  quaecunque  vagantur. 
Illum,  cum  dubio  jam  pectore  plurima  volvens 
Fluxerat  incertus,  demum  felegit  ab  omni 
Quaefitum  numero,  iniidiis  vas  utile  ;  cujus 
Sub  fpecie  nigrae  occultet  deniifiima  mentis 
Confilia,  &  rimantum  acies  contemnat  inanes. 
Quis  miretur  enim,  ferpens  fi  exerceat  artes 
Egregias,  tanta  ingenii  cui  dona  Cieator, 
Brutorum  vires  ultra,  conceflit  habenda? 
Sin  aliis  eadem  in  brutis  veftigia  fraudum 
Lucerent,  foret  hinc  merito  fufpedla  poteftas 
Intus  agens,  et  Tartareae  vis  abdita  mentis. 
Sic  ftatuit  fecum :  fed  luctu  turbidus  acri 
Hos  prius  ardenti  rumpebat  pectore  queftus : 

Ganges  and  Indus.  Thus  the  orb  he  roam'd  -    From  fliarpeft  Cght :  for  in  the  wily  fnake 

With  narrow  fearch  ;  and  with  infpeftion  deep  Whatever  fleights,  r.one  would  fufpicious  mark, 

Confider'd  every  creature,  which  of  all  As  from  his  wit,    and  native  fubtilcy 

Moft  opportune  might  ferve  his  wiles ;  and  found  Proceeding ;  which  in  other  beafts  obferv'd 

The  ferpent  fubt'left  beaft  of  all  the  iield.  Doubt  might  beget  of  diabolic  powV, 

Him  after  long  debate  (irrefolute  Aftive  within,  beyond  the  fenfe  of  brute. 

Of  thoughts  revolv'd)  his  final  fentence  chofe  Thus  he  refolv'd,  but  firft  from  inward  grief 

Fit  veflel,  fitteft  imp  of  fraud,  in  whom  His  burfting  paflion  into  plaints  thus  pour'd. 
To  enter,  and  his  dark  fuggeftions  hide 
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O  ftmilis  ccelo  tellus,  o  ptilcrior  ipfa, 
Et  fedes  magis  apta  Deis ;  tu  quippe  fecundus 
Artificis  labor,  in  meliufque  antiqua  refle&is 
Orfa  decore  novo :  quis  enim  Deus  altera  primis 
Inferiora  creet?  coelum  o  terreftre,  miniftris 
Ambitum,  choreae  in  -fpeciem,  circum  undique  coelis ; 
Ordinibus  tibi  quae  rutilis  famulata  corufcas 
DifFundunt  renovantque  faces ;  penitufque  coacla 
In  te  tota  coit  radiorum  vivida  virtus. 
Ut  Deus  in  coelo  centrum  eft,  atque  omnibus  unus 
Diditur ;  haud  fecus  ex  omni  tibi  parte  fluentes 
Accedunt  medio  radii :  in  te  cernitur  uno 
Ignea  vis,  quaecunque  herbas  plantafque  vigentes 
Atque  ortus  majoris  adhuc  animantia  profert 
Auget,  alit;  beat  &  fenfus,  rationis  &  altae 
Muneribus ;  quae  cuncta  hominem  colledta  coronant. 
O  quali  te  laetitia  perfufus  obirem, 
Si  poflem  laetari  ufquam  \  ut  fpatia  undique  dulces 

O  earth,  how  like  to  heav'n !  if  not  prefer'd  Is  centre,  yet  extends  to  ali ;  fo  thou 

Moft  juftly,    feat  worthier  of  gods,  as  built  Centring,  receiv'ftfrom  all  thofe  orbs;  in  theer 

With  fecond  thoughts,  reforming  what  was  old  !  Not  in  themfelves,  all  their  known  virtue  appears 

For  what  God  after  better,  worfe  would  build  ?  Produftive  in  herb,  plant,  and  nobler  birth 

Terreftrial  heav'n  !  danc'd  round  by  other  heav'ns  Of  creatnres  animate  with  gradual  life, 

That  fhine,    yet  bear  their  bright  officious  lamps,  Of  growth,  fenfe,  reafon,  all  fumm'd  up  in  man! 

l.ight  above  light,  for  thee  alone,   as  feems,  With   what   delight  could  I  have   walk*d  thee 
In  thee  concentring  all  their  precious  beams  round, 

Gf  faesed  influence  !   as  God  in  heav'a  If  I  could  joy  in  ought  :  fweet  interchange 
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Commcndant  variata  viccs !   mons,  vallis,  apcrta 

Campornm,  fluvii  &  filva? ;  maria,  antra,  cavernae, 

Saxaque,  &  umbrofo  virides  in  littore  faltus. 

Sed  mihi  in  his  nufquam  locus  eft,  mi  nulla  laborum 

Hinc  requies ;  quanto  at  variae  magis  undique  cingunt 

Delicia?,  magis  intus  agor  cruciatibus :    angit 

Ufque  adeo  fors  lasta  meae  contraria  forti. 

Omne  bonum  mihi  pccna ;  &  cceli  triftior  efTem 

In  domibus ;   mihi  nec  terris  nec  degere  in  ipfo 

Fert  animus  ccelo,  coeli  nifi  rege  fubacto. 

Nec  mea  comminui  optarim  mala;  juverit  iifdem 

InvolvifTe  malis  alios,  in  me  inde  redundent 

Afperiora  licet:   cor  implacabile  cladis 

Spargendae  vis  una  levat.     Si  funditus  illum 

Vi  perdam-ve  dolo,  cui  foli  haec  omnia  late 

Condita;  fortunas  totum  hoc  quodcunque  fequetur 

Ipfius,  ac  fato  fimili  ftabitve  ruetve ; 

Of  hill  and  valley,   rivers,  woods,  and  plains  !  To  dwell,  unlefs  by  maft'ring  heavVs  fupreme  ; 

Now  land.now  fea,  and  fhores  with  foreft  crown'd,  Nor  hope  to  be  my  felf  lefs  miferable 

Rocks,  deris,  and  caves  !  But  I  in  none  of  thefe  By  what  I  feek,  but  others  to  make  fuch 

Find  place  or  refuge  :   and  the  more  I  fee  As  I,  though  thereby  worfe  to  me  redound. 

Pleafures  about  me,  fo  much  more  I  feel  For  only  in  deftroying  I  find  eafe 

Torment  within  me,   as  from  the  hateful  fiege  To  my  relentlefs  thoughts :  and  him  deftroy'd, 

Of  contraries :   all  good  to  me  becomes  Or  won  to  what  may  work  his  utter  lofs, 

Bane;    and  in  heav'n  much  werfe  would  be  my  For  whom  all  this  was  made;  all  this  will  foon. 

ftate.  Follow,  as  to  him  link"d  in  weal  or  woe; 
But  neither  here  feek  I,  no  nor  in  heav'n 

Quin 
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Quin  ruat ;  &  laxi6  clades  grafTetur  habenis. 
At  pulcrum  hoc  referam  decus,  inter  numina  fblum 
Infera  luce  brevi  penitus  turbafle,  quod  ifte 
Scilicet  omnipotens  di&us  peragendo  dies  fex 
Traxerat  &  nodes ;  longum  meditatus  &  ante 
Fors  animo,  ex  illa  faltem  qua  nocte  juventa? 
Cceleftis  prope  dimidium  fervilibus  unus 
Eripui  pariter  vinclis,  &  denfa  colentum 
Agmina  comminui :  tum  vero  ultricibus  iris 
Concitus,  &  fractas  quaerens  reparare  catervas, 
(An  fibi  quod  virtus  fuperos  qua  finxerat  olim 
Deflceret,  fi  flnt  opus  illius,  an  magis  ut  nos 
Lasderet)  evehere  ad  noftrse  faftigia  fedis 
Vile  animal  ftatuit  luteum,  de  ftirpe  levatum 
Abjecla  fuperum  in  formam,  noftrafque  fuperbo 
Jaclantem  faftu  exuvias  &  non  fua  dona. 
Exequitur  decreta  j  hominemque  effinxit,  &  ipfi 


In  woe  then  !  that  deftruclion  wide  may  rar.ge. 
To  me  fhall  be  the  glory  fole  among 
Th'  infernal  powVs,  in  one  day  to  have  marr'd 
What  he  Almighty  ftyl'd,  fix  nights  and  days, 
Continu'd  making ,   and  who  knows  how  long 
Before  had  been  contriving  ?  though  perhaps 
Not  longer  than  fince  I,  in  one  night  freed 
From  fervitude  inglorious  weil  nigh  half 
Th'  angelic  name,  and  thinner  left  the  throng 
Of  his  adorers.   He,   to  be  aveng'd, 


And  to  repair  his  numbers  thus  impair'<I; 
Whether  fuch  virtue  fpent  of  old  now  fail'd 
More  angcls  to  create,   (if  they  at  leaft 
Are  his  created)  or  to  fpite  us  more, 
Determin'd  to  advance  into  our  room 
Acreature  form'd  of  earth,  and  him  endow, 
(Exalted  from  fo  bafe  original !) 
With  heav'nly  fpoils ;  our  fpoils.  What  he  decreed, 
He  effefted}  man  he  madc,  and  for  him  built 
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Condidit  ingcntis  decus  admirabile  mundi, 
Et  lseta  regem  ac  dominum  tellure  locavit. 
Tum,   trifte  opprobrium,  famularier  imperat  olli 
Sublimes  divorum  alas,  flipatque  miniftris 
Terrenam  aethercis,  flammante  fatellite,  curam. 
Has  vigilum  excubias  meditans  evadere,   lapfu 
Hinc  atque  inde  levi,    media.  de  nocte  vaporis 
Exploro,  fiqua.  poflim  reperire  folutum 
Serpentem  fomnis ;  linuofo  ut  corpore  memet 
Nigrantefque  tegam  per  denfa  volumina  fraudes. 
En  quantum  cecidi !  cceli  qui  nuper  ad  arces 
Supremas  iter  affectabam  illuftre,  coactus 
In  pecoris  formam,  vifcofas  beftia  fordes 
Induor ;  aethereaeque  animas  vigor  igneus,  alta 
Divini  petere  haud  veritus  faftigia  regni, 
In  carnem  immundam  &  brutos  defcendit  in  artus^ 
At  quonam  ambitio  non  fe  projecerit  ardens 
Vindictaeque  arrectus  amor  ?  turpiftima  ferre 


Magnificent  this  world,  and  earth  his  feat, 
Mim  lord  pronounc'd;    and,  O  in  dignity! 
Subjefted  to  his  fer\'ice  angel-wings, 
And  flaming  minifters,  to  watch  and  tend 
Their  earthy  charge.     Of  thefe  the  vigilance 
I  dread;   and  to  elude,  thus  wrap'd  in  mifl 
Of  midnight  vapor  glide  obfcure,  and  pry 
In  every  bufh,  and  brake,  where  hap  may  find 
Tha  ferpent  fleeping ;  in  whofc  mazy  folds 


To  hide  me,  and  the  darlt  intent  I  bring. 
O  foul  defcent !    that  I,  who  erft  contendett 
With  gods  to  fit  thehigheft.  am  now  conftrain'd 
Into  a  beaft ;  and  mix  with  beftial  flime, 
This  effence  to  incarnate,  and  im-brute.; 
That  to  theheight  ofdeity  afpir'd! 
But  what  will  not  ambition  and  revenge 
Defcend  to  ?   who  afpires,  muft  down  as  low, 

Audeat 
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Audeat,  atque  imis  fefe  fubmittere,  quifquis 
Summa  petit :  quod  fi  dulcis  fiat  ultio  primum, 
Saepe  refultat  amara ;  in  me  quocunque  refultet 
Impete  fecurum ;  feriant  modo  tela  (fupremum 
Si  nequicquam  aggreffa)  illum,  qui  deinde  ciet  mi 
Invidiam,  luteum  iftum  hominem,  nova  gaudia  coeli, 
Livoris  fobolem,  quem  turpi  ex  pulvere  flnxit 
Conditor,  hinc  ftimulis  fperans  nos  laedere  faevis 
Afperius.     Quin  ipfe  odiis  odia  afp'ra  rependam  ? 

Haec  fatus,  dumeta  inter  crafTafque  paludes 
Lentius  irrepens  atrae  caliginis  inftar 
Tendit  iter  caecum,   latebras  ferpentis  ubique 
Explorans*    Illum  fomno  tum  forte  jacentem 
Comperit ;  inflexa  in  varios  convolverat  orbes 
Corpora,  queis  pofitum  in  mediis  caput,  arte  doli/que 
Foecundum :  nondum  horrentes  habitaverat  umbras 
Aut  antra,  innocuus ;  nec  formidabilis  ulli, 
Nec  metuens,  viridi  fomnos  carpebat  in  herba. 

As  high  he  foar'd;   obnoxious  firft  or  laft,  So  faying,  through  each  thicket,  dank  or  dry, 

To  bafeft  things.     Revenge  at  firft  though  fweet,  Like  a  black  mift  low  creeping,  he  held  on 

Bitter  e'er  long,  back  on  itfelf  recoiles :  His  midnight-fearch,  where  foonefthe  might  find 

Let  it ,  I  reck  not,   fo  it  light  well  aim'd  !  The  ferpent.     Him  faft -fleeping  foon  he  found, 

Since  higher  I  fall  fhort,  onhim  who  next  In  labyrinth  of  many  a  round  felf-rowl'd: 

Provokes  my  envy  (this  new  favourite  His  head  the  midft,  well-ftor'd  with  fubtile  wiles : 

Ofheav'n,   this  man  of  clay,    fon  of  defpite,  Not  yet  in  horrid  ihade,    or  difmal  den, 

Whom  us  the  more  to  fpite,  his  maker  rais'd  Nor  nocent  yet;  buton  the  grafiy  herb, 
From  duft ;)   fpite  then  with  fpite  is  beft  repaid. 

Infjre- 
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Ingrcditur  fauccs  Satanas,  lapfuquc  filcnti 
Pcrquc  caput  furtim  infinuat  perque  intima  cordis, 
Evchit  ct  brutos  rationis  acumine  fenfus, 
Expectans,  reduci  fomnos  dum  lumine  mittat. 
Ut  primum  humentes  lux  facra  revifere  flores 
Edeno  inciperet,  jam  thura  recentia  mane 
Spirantes ;  magno  audori  telluris  ab  ara  : 
Omnis  ubi  tacitas  dat  odorum  copia  laudes 
Turmatim,  gratoquejuvant  fuffimine  nares: 
Par  fimul  humanum  egreditur,  vocalia  laudum 
Dona  ferens,  mutifque  choris  fua  carmina  jungit, 
Deinde  alacres  primae  libant  pulcherrima  lucis 
Tempora,  cum  dulces  afpirant  laetius  auras; 
Et  vario  fermone  ferunt,  quo  penfa  diurna 
Accelerent  tandem  paclo ;  nam  penfa  duorum 
Longe  operam  vincunt,  fpatiofos  audla  per  hortos. 
Tum  comitem  prior  alloquitur  fic  Eva  maritum  : 

Fearlefs  unfear'd  he  flept.     In  at  his  mouth  To  the  Creator  and  his  noftrils  fill 

The  devil  enter'd;    and  his  brutal  fenfe,  With  grateful  fmell,  forth  came  the  human  pair, 

(In  heart  or  head)  pofleffing,  foon  infpir'd  And  join'd  their  vocal  worlhip  to  the  choir 

With  att  intelligential :  but  his  fleep  Of  creatures  wanting  voice :   that  done,  pattake 

Difturb'd  not,  waiting  clofe  th'approach  of  morn.  The  feafon,  prime  for  fweeteft  fcents,  and  airs  : 

Now  when  as  facred  light  began  to  dawn  Then  commune,  how  that  day  they  beft  may  ply 

In  Edcn  on  the  humid  flow'rs,  that  breath'd  Their  growing  work,   (for  much  their  work  out- 
Their  morning  incenfe,    when   all   things  that  grew 

breathe,  The  hands  difpatch  of  two,  gard'ning  fo  wide) 

From  th'  earth's  great  altar  fend  up  filent  praife  And  Eve  firft  to  hcr  hulband  thus  began. 

Vol.  II.  M  Ne^ 


9o  LIBER    NONUS. 

Nequicquam  immenfos  adeo,  dulciffime  conjux, 
Excolimus  fines;  ardenti  germina,  fiores, 
Atque  herbas  fequimur  ftudio,  felicia  penfa. 
Quod  nifi  fubveniant  plures,  labor  ipfe  premendo 
Exfuperet  magis :   en  horis  quaacunque  diurnis 
Efficimus,  virgas-ne  leves  et  vincula  plantis 
Nectimus,  an  frondes  ramofque  putamus  inanes, 
No&e  una  atque  alia  crefcenti  impune  refurgunt 
Luxurie ;  pereunt  ftudia  effusique  labores. 
Ergo  aliquid  tute  imperti,  aut  his  utere  mecum, 
Sponte  animus  quae  jam  mihi  fuggerit :  ardua  penfi 
Scindamus ;  tu  vade,  trahit  quacunque  libido, 
Aut  ubi  opus ;  feu  vis  fragranti  arbufcula  flore 
Has  virides  fcenas  finuata  inflectere  circum  ; 
Diffufis  feu  forte  hederis  veftigia  curva 
Flectere,  quo  melius  fcandant :  aft  ipfe  feorfim 
Compefcam  mixtas  inter  myrteta  rofarum 
Delicias,  medios  dum  fol  accenderit  ignes, 

Adam!  well  may  welabor  ftill  to  drefs  Or  hear  wliat  to  my  mind  firft  thoughts  prefent: 

This  garden,  flillto  tenl  plant,  herb  and  flow-r,  Let  us  divideour  Iabors  :  thou,  wherechoice 

Our  pkafant  taGc  en]oin'd;     but  'till  more  hands  Leads  thee,or  where  moft  needs,  whether  towind 

Aid  us,  the  work  under  ourlabor  grows  The  woodbine  round  this  arbcr,  or  direft 

Luxurious  by  reftraint :  what  we  by  day  The  clafping  ivy  where  to  climb :  while  I^ 

Lop  over-grown,  or  prune,  or  prop,  or  bind,  In  yonder  fpring  of  rofes,  intermix'd 

One  night  or  two  with  wanton  growth  derides,  With  myrtle,  find  what  to  redrefs  'till  noon. 

Tl  idir.g  to  wild.     Thou  therefore  now  advife,  For  while  fo  rrear  each  other  thus  allday 
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His  ctcnim  adjun&i  ftudiis  confortia  penfa 
Dnm  fcquimur,  rifus  placidi  intuitufque  viciflim 
Spontc  fluunt  dulces;  variaque  ab  imaginc  fcrmo 
Nafcitur ;  hinc  faepe  &  vigiles  alterna  labores 
Comminuit  rcquies,  nec  caenae  dona  mercmur. 

Olli  refpondcns  fic  mollia  fatur  Adamus : 
Eva,  comes  mihi  fola,    6  carior   omnibus  una, 
Deliciaeque  animi  folaj ;   bene  confulis,  alto 
Pectore  dum  volvis,  quo  promptius  ordine  agenda, 
Inftituit  quae  penfa  Deus :   nec  laude  carebis 
Quam  merita  es ;  quid  enim  ftatuat  fibi  foemina  majus, 
Aut  quid  amabilius,  quam  facla  domeftica  laeto 
Ut  recolat  ftudio,  ftimuletque  ad  honefta  maritum. 
At  neque  perpetuos  tam  dura  lege  labores 
Impofuit  Dominus,  nobis  ut  dulce  levamen 
Abnuerit  caense  modicae,  feu  pabula  mentis 
Colloquium,  intuitus  laetos,  rifuf-ve  placentes : 

Our  tafk  we  chufe,   what  wonder  if  fo  near  How  we  might  beft  fuliil  the  work,  which  here. 

Looks  intervene,   and  fmiles,   or  objeft  new  God  hath  afiign'd  us ;  nor  of  me  fhalt  pafs 

Cafual  difcourfe  draw  on;   which  intermits  Unprais'd  :  (for  nothing  lo\-elier  can  be  found 

Our  day's-work ;   brought  to  little,  though  begun  In  woman,  than  to  fludy  houfhold  good; 

Early,  and  th' hour  of  fupper  comes  un-earn'd.  And  good  works  in  her  hulband  to  promote.) 

To  whom  mild  anfwer  Adam  thus  return'd.  Yet  not  fo  ftriclly  hath  our  Lord  impos'd  ' 

Sole  E-ve,  affociate  fole,  to  me  beyond  Labor,  as  to  debar  us  when  we  need 

Compare,  above  all  living  creatares  dear  !  Refrefhment,   whether  food,  or  talk  between, 

Well  haft  thou  motion'd,  well  thy  thought:  em-  {Food  of  the  mind)   or  this  fweet  intercourfe 
ploy'd, 
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Nam  rifus  ratione  fluunt,  incognita  dona 

Brutorum  faec'lis  animantum;  amor  inde  fovetur, 

Dos  amor  humanas  inter  non  ultima  dotes. 

En  auctore  Deo  non  hic  ingrata  parantur 

Tzedia,  fed  dulcis  mixta  ratione  voluptas. 

Nos,  quantum  fat  erit,  manibufque  virentia  junclis 

Ha?c  nemorum  hofpitia,  &  calles  purgabimus  iftos, 

Brachia  dum  fobolis  tenerae  dile&a  levarint. 

Sin  nimii  exfaturet  non  intermiffa  voluptas 

Colloquii,  paterer  paulum  haud  invitus  abefle.  9 

Felix  qui  fefe  interdum  laetabitur  uno; 

Hinc  magis  abfentis  congrefius  comparis  ardet, 

Et  defiderio  dulces  acuuntur  amores. 

Me  tamen  hoc  terret,  nequid  tibi  forte  pericli 

Accidat  abjuncta? :  fcis,  quales  aethere  ab  alto 

Venerunt  monitus ;  quamque  acer  &  improbus  hoflis 

Invidus  humanffi  pacis,   (cum  abjecerit  omnem 

Spem  propriae)  triftefque  animo  meditatur  amaro 

Of  looks  and  fmiles ;  for  fmiles  fiom  reafon  flow,  Affift  us.  But  if  much  converfe  perhaps 

To  brute  deny'd,  and  are  of  love  the  food  ;  Thee  fatiate,  to  fhort  abfence  I  could  yield '.- 

Love,  not  the  loweft  end  of  human  life.  (For  folitude  fometimes  is  beft  fociety, 

For  not  to  irkfome  toil,  but  to  delight  And  fhort  retirement  urges  fweet  return.) 

He  made  us,  and  delight  to  reafon  johVd.  But  other  doubt  poffefles  me;    left  harm 

The  paths  and  bow'rs,   doubt  not.  but  our  joint-  Befall  thee,  fever'd  from  me :  for  thon  know'ft 

jjands  What  harh  been  warnd  us,  what  malicious  foe 

"Will  keep  from  wildernefs  with  eafe,  as  wide  Envying  our  happinefs,  and  of  his  own 

Aa  we  twed  walk ;  'till  younger  hands  e'er  long  Defpairing,  feeks  to  work  us  woe  and  ftiame, 

Affidue 
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Afliduc  acrumnas  faeva?que  opprobria  cladis: 

Hic  ccrtc  infidias  vigili  jam  luminc  vafras 

Non  procul  hinc  ftruit,  atquc  avido  nos  corde  feorfim 

Arripere  exardet ;  jun&os  nec  fallere  pofle 

Cogitat,  auxilio  alterius  qua  nititur  alter. 

SancTia  fed  intaclae  fidei  data  fccdera  ccelo 

An  turbare  velit,  laetafne  abrumpere  amoris 

Delicias,  quae  fors  donis  magis  omnibus  atram 

lllius  invidiam    accendunt  ftimulifque  lacefiunt ; 

Quicquid  erit ;    ne  linque,  oro,  quod  munera  vitae 

Prima  dedit,  tutae  quod  adhuc  tibi  porrigit  umbrae 

Hofpitium,  fociale  latus.     Qua.  cunque  pericli 

Dedecoris-ve  latet  fpecies,  fe  fponfa  fideli 

Pulcrius  et  melius  credit  confifa  marito. 

Ille  abiget  mala,  vel  faltem  partita  levabit. 

Olli  majeftas  Evae  puriilima,  qualis 

Cui  ferventia  corda  favor  non  aequat  amati, 

Molliter  auftero  fic  rettulit  ore  viciflim : 


By  fly  affanlt :   and  fomewhere  nigh  at  hand 
Watches,  no  doubt,  with  greedy  hope  to  find 
His  wifh  and  beft  advantage,   us  afunder  : 
Hopelefs  to  circumvent  us  join'd,  where  each 
To  other  fpeedy  aid  might  lend  at  need. 
Whether  his  firft  defign  be  to  withdraw 
Our  fealty  from  God ;  or  to  difturb 
Conjugal  love  ;  (than  which  perhaps  no  blifs 
Enjoy'd  by  us  excites  his  envy  more :) 


Orthis  or  worfe,  leave  not  the  faithful  ftde 
That  gave  thee  being,  ilill  fhades  thee,   and  pro- 

teds, 
The  wife,  where  danger  or  diflionor  lurks, 
Safeft,  and  feemlieft  by  her  hufiSand  ftays, 
Who  guards  her,  orwith  herthe  worft  induresv 

To  whom  the  virgin-majefty  of  E<ve, 
As  one  who  loves,   and  fome  unkindnefs  meets, 
With  fweet  auftere  compofurc  thu»  rep!y'd; 

O  tems 


94  LIBER    NONUS. 

O  terris  fata  progenies  cceloque  fupremo, 
Maxima  cui  paret  tellus,  quantum  ufque  patefcit ; 
Infidias  hoftis,   novi,  meditatur  atroces ; 
Quod  fimul  ipfa  tuo  magnique  ex  hofpitis  ore 
Accepi,  te  digrediens  dum  multa  moneret ; 
Ipfa  redux  viridi  ftabam  jam  forte  receflu, 
Ut  fe  contraherent  claufi  fub  vefpere  flores. 
Te  vero  fanctam,  tibi  quam  fine  fraude  Deoque 
Praeftiteram,  dubitare  fidem,  quod  fcilicet  hoftis 
Fors  olim  invadat,  nequaquam  audiffe  putabam  : 
At  vim  contemnis ;  nam  quo  nos  laedere  telo 
Immunes  poterit  lethi  ignarofque  malorum? 
Ergo  dolos  metuis;  metuis  ne  flectere  falsa 
Arte  fidem  valeat  ftabilem  et  fan&iflima  amoris 
Fcedera :  cur  de  me,  conjux,  tam  indigna  vereris  ? 
Ali  tibi  qu6  fponfs  fiducia  ceflit  amatae? 

Quam  deinde  his  mulcet  di&is :   veneranda  Deique 

CfF-fpring  of  heav'n  and  earth,  and  all  earth's  His  violence  thou  fear'ft  not,  being  fuch 

Lord  !  As  we  (not  capable  of  death  or  pain) 

That  fuch  an  enemy  we  have,  who  feeks  Can  either  not  rcceive,    or  can  repel. 

Our  ruin,  both  by  thee  inform'd  I  learn,  His  fraud  is  then  thy  fear ;  which  plain  infers 

And  from  the  parting  angel  over-heard ;  Thy  equal  fear,  that  my  firm  faith  and  love, 

As  in  a  (hady  nook  I  ftood  behind,  Can  by  his  fraud  be  fhaken,  or  feduc'd  : 

Juft  then  return'd  at  fhut  of  ev'ning  flowVs.  Thoughts !  which  how  found  they  harbor  in  thy 
But,    that  thou  fhould'ft  my  firmnefs  therefore  breaft, 

doubt  Jifam  !  mif-thought  of  her  to  thee  fo  dear  ? 
To  God  or  thee,  becaufe  we  have  a  foe  To  whom  with  healing  words  Adam  reply'd. 


May  tempt  it,  I  expeftexl  not  to  hear. 


Pro- 
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Progeniea  hominifquc,  a?tcrnae  induta  juvcntae 
Muncribus  Iaetis,  noxaequc  &  criminis  expers  : 
Magna  tui  mihi  fcmper  crit  fiducia  :   fcd  te 
Complecti  fidum  optarim  latus  ufque  mariti, 
Ipfa  etiam  ut  vites,  hoftis  quae  cogitat,   aufa. 
Quifquis  enim  infidias  alii,  quanquam  impete  inani 
Nectit,  at  opprobriis  onerat,  quem  credit  honeftae 
Cuftodem  inftabilem  fidci  infidiifque  minorem  : 
Quin  tibi  vana  licet  fra&is  injuria  telis 
OfFendat  folidae,  meritas  tamen  excitet  iras. 
Cur  me  adeo  incufas,  te  fola  avertere  fraudem 
Dum  meditor,  quam  conjun&is  inferre  duobus 
Ipfe  nec  audebit,  quanquam  audentiilimus  Hoftis ; 
Sin  fortaffis  &  audeat,  in  me  prima  ruet  vis. 
Ah  c33cos  ne  temne  dolos  odiumque  malignum  : 
Arte  dolifque  potens  certe  eft,  fublimia  gentis 
Peitora  qui  fuperae  aethereofque  infle&ere  fenfus 
Noverat :  auxilii  ne  dulcia  refpue  dona. 

Daughter  of  God  and  man,  immortal  E-vef  And  anger,  woukTft  refent  the  offer'd  wrorig, 

For  fuch  thou  art ;  from  fin  and  blame  entire:  Though  in-efFeftual  found  :  mifdeem  not  then, 

Not  difKdent  of  thee  do  I  difluade  If  fuch  afFront  I  labor  to  avert 

Thy  abfence  from  my  fight ;  but  to  avoid  From  thee  alone,  which  on  us  both  at  once 

Th'  attempt  it  felf,  intended  by  our  foe.  The  enemy,  though  bold,  will  hardly  dare ; 

For  he  who  tempts.though  invain,at  leaft  afperfes  Or  daring,  firft  on  me  th'affault  fhall  li<rht. 

The  tempted  with  difhonor  foul;  fuppos'd  Nor  thou  his  malice,  and  falfe  guile,  contemn : 

Not  incorruptible  of  faith,  not  proof  Subtile  he  needs  muft  be,  who  could  feduce 

Againli  temptation.  Thou  thy  felf  with.  fcorn,  Angels:  nor  think  fuperfluous  ether  aid. 

Ipfe 
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Ipfe  tuo  acccnfus  vultu  nova  fortior  intus 

Virtutis  V3.nx  fuperaddita  munera,    cautus 

Te  coram  magis,  &  prudens ;  quin  fortior  eflem, 

Si  vires  peterem  externas :  fallique  puderet 

Aut  fubigi,  prope  11  fteteris:  traherem  inde  vigorem 

Indomitum :  quidni  8c  fimilem  me  adftante  vigorem 

Ipfa  trahas  ?  quidni  &  mecum  difcrimina  vincas, 

Virtutique  facem  praetendas  tefte  marito? 

His  dictis  ftudia  ille  domeftica,  corde  fub  imo 
Affe&us  focios,  fidumque  fatetur  amorem. 
Eva  fuae  hincfidei  defpedtos  credit  honores; 
Talia  tum  renovat  dulci  refponfa  loquela : 

Limite  nos  ar&o  fi  fic  concluferit  hoftis, 
(Vim-ne  minax  fraudefne  paret)  virtute  nec  asqua 
Sejuncti  fruimur,  quacunque  in  parte  vagantes, 
An  veritis  adeo  ufque  malum  licet  effe  beatis? 
Sed  noxa.  praseunte  malum  fubit,    hoftis  iniquos 

I  from  the  influence  of  thy  looks,  receivc  So  fpake  domeftic  Adam  in  his  care, 

Accefs  in  every  virtue;  in  thy  fight  And  matrimonial  love  :  but  Eiic,  who  thought 

More  wife,  more  watchful,  ftronger,  (if  need  were  Lefs  attributed  to  her  faith  fincere, 

Of  outward  ftrength)  while  fhame,  thou  looking  Thus  her  reply  with  accent  fweet  renew'd. 

on,  If  this  be  our  condition,  thus  to  dwell 

Shame  to  be  overcome,  or  over-reach'd,  In  narrow  circuit,  ftraiten'd  by  a  foe, 

Would  utmoft  vigor  raife,  and  rais'd  unite.  Subtile  or  violent,   we  not  indu'd 

Why  fhould'ft  not  thoulike  fenfe  within  thee  feel  Single  with  like  defence,  where-ever  met; 

When  I  am  prefent,   and  thy  trial  chufe  How  are  we  happy,  ftill  in  fear  of  harjn  ? 

With  me,  beft  witnefs  of  thy  virtue  try'd  ?  But  harm  precedes  not  fin;  only  our  foe 


Si 
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Si  tendat  laqucos,  noftramquc  laccflat  atroci 
Virtutem  opprobrio,   non  inde  injuria  nobis 
Advenit ;  opprobrium  fed  turpe  redundat  in  ipfum 
Auftorem.     Quid  jam  fugimus  ?  quorfum-ve  timemus  ? 
Quin  laudum  geminata  repulsa  fraude  feremus 
Prasmia ;  laetam  animi  pacem,  teftefque  probatae 
Virtutis,  blandos  cceli  accipiemus  amores. 
Quid  virtus,  amor  atque  fides,  ni  fe  propria.  vi 
Suftineant  omni  in  difcrimine,  opemque  alienam 
Contemnant  ?  ne  vana  adeo  fingamus  inepti, 
Tanquam  has  praeftiterit  dotes  fapientia  fummi 
Artificis  male  munitas,  aptifve  carentes 
Praefidiis,  nofne  hic  foli,  comitefne  feramur  ? 
Sin  fuerint ;  noftrae  quam  fluxa  &  lubrica  fortis 
Gaudia?  nimirum  Edeni  nec  digna  putarem 
Nomine  tam  loca  nuda,  malifque  obnoxia  tantis. 

Cui  vir  refpondet  fervens:  bene,  foemina,  cuncta 
Ordine  eunt,  quo  fupremo  difponere  primum 

Tempting,  affronts  us  with  his  foul  efteem  Alone,  without  exterior  help  fuftainM  .- 

Of  our  integrity  : — his  foul  efteem  Let  us  not  then  fufpeft  our  happy  ftate 

Sticks  no  difhonor  on  our  front,  but  turns  Left  fo  imperfett  by  the  Maker  wife, 

Foul  on  himfelf;     then   wherefore  fhunn'd,    or  As  not  fecure  to  fingle,  or  combin'd  : 

fear'd,  Frail  is  our  happinefs,  if  this  be  fo, 

By  us  ?   who  rather  double  honor  gain  And  Eden  were  no  Edcn,   thus  expos'd. 

From  his  furmife  prov'd  falfe;  find  peacewithin,  To  whom  thus  Aitem  fervently  rej)ly'd. 

Favor  from  heav'n  our  witnefs,  from  th'  event,  O  woman !   beft  are  all  things  as  the  will 
And  what  is  faith,  love,  virtue  un-aflav'd 

Vol.  II.  N  Artifici 
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Artifici  vifum  eft ;  mancum  nihil  ille  reliquit 

Ex  cunclis,  nihil  imperfe&um,  ubicunque  creatis ; 

Nedum  hominem :  aft  olli  penitus  conceiTit  habendum, 

Quicquid  jucundae  fervarit  gaudia  fortis, 

Quicquid  vim  externam  defenderit:  omne  periclum 

Intus  in  ipfo  homine  eft;  vitandi  libera  in  ipfo 

Copia ;  nec  damno  invitus  multabitur  ullo. 

Namque  voluntati  Deus  ultro  immifit  habenas ; 

Fle&itur  haec  folo  rationis  Hbera  ductu : 

Quin  re&am  Omnipotens  rationem  effinxit,  at  acres 

Evehere  ufque  acies  vigilefque  intendere  juffit ; 

Ne  pulcra  fpecie  &  virtutis  imagine  vana 

Capta  voluntatem  certo  deducat  honefti 

Tramite,  divinae  dictans  contraria  voci. 

Me  non  fufpicio,  fed  amor  movet  almus  agitque 

Te  faepe  ut  moneam ;  tu  me  quoque  faepe  moneto. 

Stamus  adhuc :  vero  at  defle^rere  poffumus,  hoftis 

Si  forte  infidiis  rationi  fplendida  redti 


©f  God  ordain'd  them :   his  creating  hand 
Nothing  imperfefl,  or  deficknt  left, 
Of  all  that  he  created ;  much  lefs  man, 
Or  ouj;v't  that  might  his  happy  ftate  fecure. 
Secure  from  outAvard  force,  within  himfelf 
The  danger  lyes,  yet  lyes  within  his  pow'r ; 
Agaiml  his  will  he  can  receive  no  harm: 
But  God  lcft  free  the  will;    for  what  obeys 
Realon  is  free ;  and  reafon  he  made  right ; 


But  bid  her  well  beware,  and  ftill  ereft; 
Left  by  fome  fair  appearing-good  furpriz'd, 
She  diftate  falfe;  and  mif  inform  the  will 
To  do  what  God  exprefly  hath  forbid. 
Not  then  miftruft,   but  tender  love  injoins 
That  I  fhould  mind  thee  oft ;  and  mind  thou  me  ? 
Firm  we  fubfift,  yet  poflible  to  fwerve  j 
Since.  reafon  not  impoutbly  may  meet 

Obvia 
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Obvia  fe  fpccics  fcrat,  incautamque  latcntcs 
Nec  vigilem  trahat  in  laqucos,  monita  alta  fuprcmi 
Oblitam.     Tu  demum  animo  vitanda  pericla 
Sollicito,  fideique  tuas  tentamina  mitte 
Quaerere ;  quae  melius,  lateri  fi  conjugis  haeres, 
Fugeris.    Accedant  te  fponte  pericula.    Firmam 
Teftari-ne  fidem  libet?  at  moderamine  leni 
Mens  flecH  facilis  pateat  prius :  unde  patebit 
Altera,  ni  maneas,  oculo  non  tefte  probanda  ? 
Qu6d  fi  fponte  advedta  fua  difcrimina  credas 
Incautos  fortafle  ambos  captura,  minufque 
Securos,  quam  tu,  monitis  inftructa,  videris ; 
Vade  age ;  nam  magis  hinc  aberis,  fi  invita  moraris : 
En  age,  8c  innocui  nativis  pe&oris  armis 
Nitere:  tende  omnes  nervos :  tibi  praeftitit  ultro 
Ampla  Deus ;  tua  quae  fuerint,  tu  munera  praftes. 

Sic  hominum  Pater.    Eva  tenax  tamen  ufque  manebat 
Propofiti,  demum  haec  fubmifsa  voce  locuta  : 


Some  fpecicms  obje£l  by  the  foe  fuborn'dj 
And  fall  into  deception  unaware, 
Not  keeping  ftrifteft  watch,  as  Ihe  was  warn'd. 
Seek  not  temptation  then,  which  to  avoid 
Were  better ;  and  moft  likely,  if  from  me 
Thou  fever  not ;    trial  will  come  un-fought. 
Would'ft  thou  approve  thy  conftancy  ?  approve 
Firft  thy  obedience  :  th'  other  who  can  know, 
Not  feeing  thee  attempted?  whoatteft? 


But  if  thou  think  trial  un-fought  may  find 
Us  both  fecurer,  than  thus  warn'd  thou  feenfft-- • 
Go  !— for  thy  ftay,  not  free,   abfents  thee  more  : 
Go  in  thy  native  innocence  !   rely 
On  what  thou  haft  of  virtue  ;  fummon  all ! 
For  God  tow'rds  thee  hath  done  his  part,do  thine. 
So  fpake  the  patriarch  of  mankind;     but  Eve 
Perfifted,  yet  fubmifs,  though  laft  reply'd. 


N    2 
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Sic  quoniam  {Inis,  &  monitis  fermone  recenti 
Infertis  docuifti,  inopina  pericula  forfan 
Nos  cautos  minus  &  miniis  invafura  paratos, 
Hinc  magis  ire  libet :   fed  nec  petet  ifte  fuperbus 
Debiliorem  ultro  primis  affultibus  hoftis : 
Sin  forte ;  opprobrio  pulfus  graviore  redibit. 

Haec  effata ;  fuamque  manu  fubduxit  Adami 
Molle  manum ;  Dryadifque  levis  vel  Oreadis  inftar, 
Aut  velut  una  chori,  comites  quas  Delia  jacrat, 
Exiit  in  nemora :   at  neque  Delia  vicerit  illam, 
Inceffu  Dea  fublimi  geftuque  decoro ; 
Quanquam  pro  pharetra  geffit,  pro  virginis  arcu, 
Arma  operae  agreftis,  quas  finxerat  ars  rudis,  ignis 
Nefcia,  vel  blandus  coelo  deduxerat  hofpes. 
His  fed  enim  decorata  Palem,  feu  rettulit  armis 
Pomonam,  cum  jam  Vertumni  ardentis  amores 
Sperneret;  aut  qualis  prima  Ceres  alma  juventa, 

With  thy  permiffion  then,  and  thus  forewarnd,  Oread  or  Dryad,  or  of  Delia%  train, 

Chiefly  by  what  thy  own  laft  reafoning  words  Betook  her  to  the  groves :  but  De/ias  felf 

Touch'd  only ;   that  our  trial,  when  leall  fought  In  gait  farpafs'd,   and  goddefs-like  deport : 

May  find  us  both  perhaps  far  lefs  prepar'd,  Though  not  as  ihe  with  bow  and  quiver  arm'd ,- 

The  wiHinger  I  go:  nor  much  expeft  But  with  fuch  gard'ning-tools  as  art,  yet  rude*. 

A  foe  fo  proud  will  firft  the  weaker  feek  ;  Guiltlef*  of  fire  had  fbrm'd,  or  angels  brought. 

So  bent,  the  more  fhall  fhame  him  his  repulfe.  To  Pales  or  Pomona,  thus  adorn'd, 

Thus  faying,    from  her  hufbands   hand  her  Likelieft  fhe  feenVd,   [Pomona,  when  fhe  fled: 

hand  Vtrtumnus)  01  to  Ceres  in  her  prime, 
Soft  fhe  withdrew;  and  Hks  a  vvood-nymph  light 

Jam 
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Jam  prius  inccftos  fratris  quam  fenferat  igncs. 
Ilkim  ardcns  abcuntcm  acri  vir  luminc  longc 
Profcquitur,  tensaque  manu  cupit  ufquc  tcncre  : 
Srepe  citos  monuit  reditus;   fsepc  illa  revcrti 
Pollicita  eft  mcdium  ante  dicm,    &  difponcre  reclc 
Omnia,  qua;,  rapidos  cum  fol  accenderit  aiftus, 
Invitent  dulces-ve  epulas  mollem-ve  foporem. 
Heu  fpem  quam  fragilem,  quam  fomnia  vana  fovebas, 
Eva,  animi  nimis  ah  fidens,    atque  infcia  mcefti 
Eventus !  nunquam  ex  illo  felicibus  hortis 
Carpifti  dulces-ve  epulas  mollem-ve  foporeiru 
Tantae  inter  flores  tatos  umbrafque  latebant 
Tartares  invidiae  fraudes,  quo  deinde  reflexum 
Abrumpant  iter,  aut  dulci  integritate  fideque 
Ingenua  atque  animi  fpoliatam  pace  remittant. 
Nam,  jubare  exorto,  ferpentis  imagine  curva 
Improbus  ille  hoftis  proceflerat,  undique  circum 

Yet  virgin  of  Proferpina  from  Jo<ve.  Thou  never  from  that  hour  in  Paradife 

Her  long  with  ardent  look  his  eye  purfu'd  Found'ft  either  fweet  repaft  or  found  repofe  ! 

Delighted  !   but  defired  more  her  ftay.  Such  ambuihlaid  among  fweet  flow'rs  and  fhades, 

Oft  he  to  her  his  charge  of  quick  return.  Waited  with  hellifh  rancor  imminent 

Repeated;  (he  to  him  as  oft  engaged  To  intercept  thy  way,  or  fend  thee  back 

To  be  return'd  by  noon  amid  the  bow'r ;,  Defpoil'd  of  innocence,  of  faith,  of  blifs !--- 

And  ail  things  in  beft  order,  to  invite  For  now,  and  fince  firft  break  of  dawn,  the  fiend 

Noontide  repaft,  or  aftemoon's  repofe.  (Mere  ferpent  in  appearance)  forth  was  come; 
O  much  deceiv'd,  much  failing,  (haplefs  E<ve!)  And  on  his  queft,  W-here  likelieft  he  might  f.nd 
Of  thy  prefum'd  return  !   event  perverfe  ! 

Cautiu; 
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Cautius  explorans,  fi  Par  fpeculetur  in  hortis 

Primaevum ;  penitufque  humanae  ftirpis  in  ipfis 

Spem,  fobolemque  omnem,  praedam  fibi  quaerit  opimam. 

Arvaque  rimatur  paflim  nemorumque  recefius 

Frondentes,  cultijam  luftrataperta  vireti, 

Jam  fpiflis  late  arboribus  loca  confita,  fontis 

Propter  aquam  aut  tacita  rivi  labentis  in  umbra. 

Quzerit  utrumque  vafer ;  votis  tamen  acribus  Evam 

Exoptat,  (rarum  quamvis)  reperire  marito 

Semotam ;  neque  enim  fperat.    Fors  vota  fecundat, 

Spes  fuperans  ipfas:  femotam  en  confpicit  Evam, 

Qua  ftabat  media  apparens  per  ruris  odoram 

Ambroui  nebulam,  atque  ardentum  denfa  rofarum 

Lumina;  nam  facilis  ftudio  deflexerat  artus 

Leniter,  &  flores  imbelli  caule  labantes 

Ac  capita  ad  terram,  quanquam  fpeciofa,  gravatos 

(Ccerula  feu  facies  auri-ve  interlita  guttis, 

Pallidior-ve  rubor  feu  purpura  tinxerit)  alma 

The  only  two  of  mankind;  but  in  them  Of  what  fo  feldom  chanc'd:  when  to  his  wifli, 

The  whole  included  race,  bis  purpos'd  prey.  Beyond  his  hope,  E<ve  feparate  he  fpies, 

In  bow'r,  and  field  he  fought,  where  any  tuft  Veil'd  in  a  cloud  of  fragrance,    where  fhe  ftood, 

Of  grove,  or  gardenplot  more  pleafant  lay,  Half-fpy'd,  fo  thick  the  rofes  buflung  round 

Their  tendance  or  plantation  for  delight,  About  her  glow'd  ;    half-ftooping  to  fupport 

By  fountain,  or  by  fhady  rivulet.  Each  flow'r  of  flender  flalk,  whofe  head  though 
He  fought  them  both,   but  wiftVd  his  hap  might  gay 

find  Carnation,  purple,   azure,  or  fpeck'd  with  gold 

.E^fepaiate:  he  wifh'd,  but  notwith  hope  Hung  drooping  un-fuftain'd  :   them  fhe  up-ftays 

Suften- 
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Suftcntat  dextra,  rctinacula  myrtea  ncctens ; 
Immcmor  ipfa  fui,  nimiumque  opis  indiga,  flores 
Formofos  intcr  formofior  ipfa;  fupremum 
Cui  longe  eft  columen,  tempcftafque  imminet  atra. 
It  propior,  fpatia  emcnfus,  quas  plui  ima  ccdrus 
Vcrtice  procero  pinufque  ac  palma  coronant ; 
Audacefque  trahens  lpiras,  jam  vifus  apertc 
Jam  latens  per  texta  umbracula,  pcrque  nitentes 
Diffufos  vario  riparum  in  margine  flores, 
Evae  opus,  ingreditur.    Non  hos  dulcedine  traclus 
Exaequet,  coluiile  hortum  redivivus  Adonis 
Quem  canitur,  non  Alcinoi  laetiflima  rura ; 
Illa  nec  his  certent,  non  myftica,  qua.  fapiens  rex 
Feftivos  Pharia.  cum  conjuge  carpftt  amores. 
Valde  inhians  loca  miratur,  loca  laeta  tenentem 
Valdius :  ut  celebri  longum  qui  claufus  in  urbe, 
Qua  vitiant  denfaeque  domus  triftefque  cloacae 
Aera,  fi.  villas  aeftivo  mane  propinquas 

Gently  with  myrtle-band  j  mindlefs  the  while  Or  of  reviv'd  Aioxis ;  or  renown*d 

Her  felf,  though  faireft  un-fupported  flow'r,  Aldnoits,  hoft  of  old  Laertes    fon  ; 

From  her  beft  prop  fo  far,   and  ftorm  fo  nigh  !  Or  that,  not  myftic,  where  the  fapient  king 

Nearer  he  drew,   and  many  a  walk  travers'd  Held  dalliance  with  his  fair  jEgyptian  fpoufe.) 

Of  ftatelieft  covert,  cedar,  pine,  or  palm  ;  Much  he  the  place  admir'd,  the  perfon  more: 

Then  voluble  and  bold;  now  liid,  now  feen,  As  one  who  long  in  populous  city  pent, 

Among  thick-woven  arborets  and  flow'rs,  Where  houfes  thick,  and  fewers  annoy  the  air, 

Im-border'd  on  each  bank,   the  hand  of  E<ve  ;  Forth-iffuing  on  a  fummer's  morn  to  breathe 
(Spot  more  delicious !  than  thofe  gardens  feignd. 

Viferit, 
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Viferit,  &  puris  late  fpatietur  in  arvis, 
Obvia  quaeque  alacres  mira  dulcedine  fenfus 
Percellunt;   fatalaeta,  aut  tonft  graminis  herbae  '-n-t 
Fragrantes,  vaccae  mul&ralia  propter  odorae, 
Et  fonitus  per  rura  omnes  atque  omnis  imago. 
Sin  fors  virgineum  grefTu  formofa  modefto 
Nympha  pedem  intulerit,  modo  qui  rifere  decores 
Undique,  jam  melius  rident;   magis  omnibus  una ; 
Cuncta  adeo  coit  in  vultus  collecta  venuftas. 
Laetitiam  haud  aliam  perfenflt  pectore  /erpens 
Floribus  haec  loca  faeta  videns,  Evaeque  placentes 
Seceftus,  folamque  ipfam  tam  mane  recenti, 
Altior  oris  honos  &  forma  fimillima  formis 
JEthereis,  fed  foemineo  moilita  lepore, 
Intemerataque  fimplicitas,  habitufque  decorus, 
Quaeque  adeo  minimis  fpiravit  geftibus  aura, 
Invidiam  vincunt  acrem  dulcique  rapina 
Conftlia  immani  de  peclore  dira  revellunt: 

Among  the  pleafant  villages  and  farms  This  flowVy  plat,  the  fweetrecefs  of  Eve 

Adjoin'd,  from  each  thing  met  conceives  delight;  Thus  early,  thus  alone.     Her  heav'nly  form 

The  fmell  of  grain  or  tedded  grafs,  or  kine,  Angelic,    (but  more  foft  and  feminine) 

Or  dairy,   each  rural  fight,  each  rural  found  :  Her  graceful  innocence,  her  every  air 

if  chance  with  nymph-like  ftep,   fair  virgin  pafs,  Of  gefture  or  leaft  aftion,  over-aw'd 

What  pleafing  feem'd,  for  her  now  pleafes  more  :  His  malice,   and  wjth  rapine  fweet  bereav'd 

She  moft,  and  in  her  look  fums  all  delight :  His  f.ercenefs  of  thc  fierce  intent  it  brought. 
Such  pleafure  took  the  ferpent  to  behold 


Ipfe 
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Jpfe  fua.  fcritate  ferus,  malus  ipfe  malo  flat 
Nudatus,  bonitate  haerens  defixus  inerti ; 

r 

Jam  tum  inimiciiiis  paulum,  livore,  doloque 
Exutus,  deformi  odio,  atque  ultricibus  iris. 
At  quae  corde  truci  ferventia  Tartara  fedem 
AfTererent  coeli  mcdia  vel  in  arce,  repente 
Laetitiam  pepulere ;  magifque  ferocibus  angunt 
Tormentis  animum,  quanto  magis  ille  negatas 
Profpe&at  fibi  delicias :  odia  afp'ra  refumit 
Continuo,  mentemque  cict,  gratatus,  atrocem : 

Mens,  ubi  me  raptum  tuleris  f  quonam  impete  blando 
Traxeris,  immemorem,  qua  caufa  huc  tendere  adegit ! 
Certe  Odium :  me  non  Amor,  aut  fpes  impulit  ulla 
Mutandi  Paradifum  Erebo,  non  ulla  fruendi 
Deliciis;  me  delicias  abolere  libido 
Solamovet,  nifi  quasdederit  vis  pulcranocendi: 
Cetera  jam  fordent  mihi  gaudia.    Tempora  laeta 

That  fpace  the  evil  one  abftrafted  ftood  Thoughts,  whkher  have  ye  Ted  me !  with  wiut 

From  his  own  evil,  and  for  the  time  remainU  fweet 

Stupidly  good ;  of  enmity  dii"arm'd,  Compulfion  thus  tranfported,  to  forget 

Of  guile,  of  hate,  ofenvy,  of  revenge-.  What  hither  broughtus  I  hate,  notlove;  norhope 

But  the  hot  hell  that  always  in  him  burns,  Of  Paradife  for  hell,  hope  here  to  tafte 

Though  in  mid-heav'n,  foon  ended  his  delightj  Of  pleafure  ;  but  all  pleafure  todeftroy, 

And  tortures  him  now  more,  the  more  he  fees  Save  what  is  in  deltroying;  other  joy 

Of  pleafure  not  for  him  ordain'd :    then  foon  To  me  is  loft.   Then  let  me  not  let  pafs 

Fierce  hate  he  recoflefts,  a»d  all  hrs  thoughts  Occaiion,  which  now  fmiles.    Behold  alone 

Of  mifchief,  gratulating,  thus  excites; 

Vol.  IL  O  Quin 
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Quin  capiam;  fola  en  Mulier !  fefe  omnibus  aufts 
Opportunam  offert:  longe,  quippe  undique  circurn 
Luftro  oculis,  Vir  abefl :  mentem  magis  illius  altam 
Ingeniumque  fagax  metuo;  quin  pedoris  acres 
Indomiti  vires,  ac  fortia  corpora  &  artus 
Heroos,  quamvis  terrena  ab  origine,  ja&at. 
Haud  vanos  ciet  ille  metus;  nam  vulneris  expers: 
Non  ego  ;  mi  tantum,  cceli  felicibus  arvis 
Qu2e  quondam  fuerat  virtus,  depreffa  tenebris 
Tartareis  periit,  longoque  infra&a  dolore. 
Sed  form»  egregiis,  formae  fe  dotibus  effert 
Divina  Mulier,  nec  amore  indigna  deorum. 
At  neque  terror  ineft;  quanquam  terrore  venuftas 
Atque  amor  induitur,  ni  fortior  obtulerit  fe 
Vis  odii;  occultis  qux  fraudibus  ipfa  recentes 
Ducit  opes,  blandi  fpecie  dum  fallit  amoris ; 
His  olli  clademinfidiis,  Mc  molior  arte. 

Hxc  ubi  di&a  hominum  dedit  implacabilis  hoftis, 

The  woman,  opportune  to  aU  attempts  !  Infeebled  me,  to  what  I  was  in  heav'n  f) 

Her  hufband  (for  I  view  far  round)  not  nigh,  She  fair,  divinely  fair,  fit  love  for  gods ! 

Whofe  higher  intelleftual  more  I  ihua,  Not  terrible :  though  terror  be  m  love. 

And  ftrength,  of  courage  haughty,  and  of  limb  And  beauty,  not  apprcacVd  by  ftronger  ha-e ; 

Heroic  built,  though  of  terreftrial  mould ;  Hate,  ftronger  under  fhew  of  love  well  feign'd ; 

Foe  not  informidable,  exempt  from  wound  :  The  way  which  to  her  ruin  now  I  tend 

I  not :  (fo  much  hath  hell  debas'd,  and  pain        ,      So  fpake  the  enemy  of  mankind,  mclos  d 

Corpore 
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Corporc  fcrpcntis  claufus,  malus  hofpcs,  adEvam 
Urgct  itcr;  non  jam  flcxus,  ut  deinde,  rccurvos 
Pronus  humi  finuans;  aft  extremo  agmine  caudas 
Innixus,  varios  variis  fuper  orbibus  orbes 
Erigit,  ambagc  implicita  in  fublime  volutos. 
Exfupcrat  criftatus  apcx  ;  ftant  clara  pyropi 
Lumina  ;  quin  viridi  fulgore  infignis  &  auro 
Cervix  fe  attollens  fpiras  media  emicat  inter 
Contortas,  quarum  ima  volumina  gramine  late 
Luxuriant  fluitantque.     Decoro  lumine  rifit 
Forma  placens ;  fpecies  neque  enim  formofior  ulli 
Serpentum,  ex  illo  terris  jam  tempore  vifo ; 
Non  quos  Hermione  &  Cadmus,  nova  corpora  fafli, 
Induerant,  deus  aut  Epidaurius ;  aut  quibus  olim, 
Ut  fama,  Ammonius  Capitolinus-ve  latebant 
Jupiter,  alter  Olympiadem  dignatus  amore, 
Alter  Scipiadze  matrem,  qui  gloria  Romae. 
At  primum  obliqui  lento  finuamine  tra&us 

In  ferpent,  inmate  bad !  and  toward  E-ve  And  lovely  !  never  fince  of  ferpent-kind 

Addrefs'd  his  way:  not  with  indented  wave,  Lovelier;  not  thofe  that  in  Illyria  chang'd     '  ■ 

Prone  on  the  ground,   as  fince;   but  on  his  reaf,  Hermione  and  Cadmus ;   or  the  God 

Circular  bafe  of  rifing  folds,   that  tower'd  In  EpiJaurus :   nor  to  which  transform'd 

Fold  above  fold,  a  furging  maze!    his  head  Ammonianjow,  or  Capitoline  wasfeen; 

Crefted  aloft,  and  carbuncle  his  eyesj  He  with  Olympias;   this  with  her  who  bore 

With  burmfh'd  neck  of  verdant  gold,  ereft      •  S.cipio  the  height  of  Rome.      With  traft  oblique 

Amidft  his  circling  fpires,  that  on  the  grafs  At  firft,   (as  one  who  fought  accefs,  but  fear'd 
Floated  redur.dant :  pleafing  was  his  lhape, 

O  2  Cautior, 
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Cautior,  (ut  qui  aditum  concedi  optaverit  ardens, 
Multa  tamen  metuit  laevo  ne  tempore  fefe 
Obtulerit)  tranfverfo  hinc  fertur  et  inde  meatu, 
Qualis  ubi  adve&am  prope  fluminis  oftia  navem 
Callidus  inflexo  finuatam  tramite  rector 
Torquet  agens,  quoties  fe  verterit  aura,  finufque 
In  ventum  obliquat :  tali  molimine  ferpens 
Lafcivos  ante  ora  Evae  rotat  impiger  orbes, 
Corpore  fe  celeri  varians,  ut  lumina  captet, 
Illa  operis  ftudiofa  fui,  nil  tale  morata, 
Aure  leves  fonitus  foliis  crepitantibus  haufit 
Immota,  pecorum  per  agros  aflueta  petulcis 
Luflbus :   haec  flbi  enim  genus  obfequioflus  omne 
Eva  habuit,  quam,  quae  mutaverat  agmina,  Circe* 
Pulfo  deinde  metu  acceflit,  feque  obtulit  ultro 
Spedtandum  injuflus,  fpecie  admirantis,  in  illa 
Luminibus  fixis :  illi  blanditus  honore 
Turritamque  frequens  criftam  variataque  colla 

To  interrnpt)  fide-long  he  works  his  way :  Of  rufling  leaves,  but  minded  not,  as  us'd! 

As  when  a  fhip,  by  feilful  fteers-man  wrought  To  fuch  difport  before  her  through  the  field, 

Nigh  river's  mouth,  or  fore-land,  where  the  wind  From  every  beaft  ;  more  dutious  at  her  call, 

Veers  oft,  as  oft  fo  fteers,    and  fhifts  her  fail :  Than  at  Circean  call  the  herd  difguis'd. 

$o  vary'd  he,    and  of  his  tortuous  train  He  holder  now,  un-call'd  before  herftood  ; 

Curl'd  many  a  wanton  wreath,  in  fight  of  E<ve>  But  as  in  gaze  admiring :  oft  he  bow'd 

To  lure  her  eye.     She  bufied,  heard  the  found  His  turret  creft,  and  fleek-enamel'd  neck, 


Laevia 
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Lacvia  dcmifit  placidc,  &  veftigia  lambit 
Ima  pedum.     Tandcm  lufus  geftufque  fcreni 
Attraxcrc  oculos  Evae:  quo  audcntior  illc 
SucccfTu  micat  cxultans:    &  verba-ne  lingua 
Finxerit  organica  colubri,  vocalis  an  idlu 
Aeris,  incertum,  his  fraudes  fermonibus  orfus : 

Ne,  late  regina  potens,  mirare,  videri 
Si  mirum  tibi  quid  poterit,  mirabilis  ipfa 
Unica ;  neve  iftos  vultus  ccelefte  nitentes 
Obducas  faftus  nebulis  irata  feveris, 
Quod  te  fic  adeam,  cupido  infatiabilis  ore 
Sic  luftrem,  folus ;  mihi  nec  veneranda  pavorem 
Frons  moveat,  magis  hos  inter  veneranda  receffus. 
Omnia  te,   patris  6  pukri  pulcherrima  imago, 
Quot  vivunt,  avide  afpectant,   tua  munere  cceli 
Omnia;  delicias  formae  coeleftis  adorant, 
Et  magis  ufque  attracla  ardent  luftrare  magifque : 
At  luftratur  ibi  melius,  qua  cunda  fagaci 

Fawning ;    and  lick'ft  the  ground  whereon  fhe  Thy  looks,  the  heav'n  of  mildnefs,  with  difdain, 

trod.  Difpleas'd  that  I  approach  thee  thus,    and  gazs 

His  gende  dumb  expreffion  turn'd  at  length  Infatiate;  I  thus  fingle;  nor  have  fear'd 

The  eye  of  Eve,  to  mark  his  play  :  he  glad  Thy  awful  brow,  more  awful  thus  retir'd. 

Of  her  attention  gain'd,  (with  ferpent-tongue  Faireft  refemblance  of  thy  maker  fair  ! 

Organic,   or  impulfe  of  vocal  air)  Thee  all  things  living  gaze  on,  all  things  thine 

His  fraudulent  temptation  thus  began.  By  gifr,  and  thy  coeleftial  beauty  adore, 

Wonder  not,  fov'reign  miftrefs !  if  perhaps  With.  ravilhment  beheld  !  there  b»ft  beheld, 
Thou  canft,  who  art  fole  wonder ;  much  lefs  arm- 

Per- 
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Perfpiciunt  acie,  &  digno  admirantur  honore. 
Verum  hic  defertis  pecora  inter  inertia  feptis, 
Obtufo  tam  corde,   tuique  expendere  partem 
Nefcia  vel  mediam  pretii,  te  nemo  tuetur 
Interius,  nift  vir  folus;  (tanta-ne  tuendae 
Sufficiat  virtuti  unus  ?)  quae  dignius  ipfos 
Confpicerere  deos  inter  dea,  cin&a  caterva 
Coelicolum  innumera  &  rutilis  venerata  miniftris. 

Talis  adulator  ferpens  exordia  blanda 
Molitus :  facilem  fermo  quasfivit  in  Evae 
Molliacorda  viamj  at  ftupefacta  mente  moratur, 
Voce  nova  multum  attonita,  atque  hasc  dicla  remittit : 

Hax  mihi  quid  portenta  ferunt  ?  brutum-ne  referre 
Humanas  voces  humanaque  prodere  fenfa  ? 
Bruta  equidem  liquido  diftinctae  munere  vocis 
Rebar  ego  caruiffe,  Deus  quaa  muta  creavit 
Atque  rudes  iterare  fonos  et  murmura  tantum 
Inftituit:  num  vero  animi  fenfa  ardua  ja&ant, . 

Where  univerfally  admir'd :   but  here  Into  the  heart  of  Eze  his  words  made  way, 

Jn  this  inclofure  wild,  thefe  beafts  among,  Though  at  the  voice  much  marvelling :  at  length 

(Beholders  rude,   and  fhallow  to  difcern  Not  un-amaz'd,  (he  thus  in  anfwer  fpake, 
Half  what  in  thee  is  fair)  one  man  except,  What  may  this  mean?    language  of  man  pro- 

Who  fees  thee  ?    and  what  is  one  !  who  Ihouldft  Jiounc"d 

be  feen  By  tongue  of  brute,  and  human  fenfe  exprefs'd ! 

A  goddefs  among  gods,  ador'd  and  ferv'd  The  firft  at  leaft  of  thefe  I  thought  deny'd 

By  angels  numberlefs,   thy  daily  train.  To  beafts;   whom  God  on  their  creation-day, 

So  gloz'd  the  tempter,    and  his  proem  tun'd  :  Created  mute  to  all  articulate  found  : 

Ad- 
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Aildubito;  vultu  quoniam  eluccrc  videtur 
Vis  aillSB  acthercre,   varioque  patcfccrc  gcftu. 
Te  noram,   fcrpcns,  animantia  cctera  longe 
Ingenio  vicifte,  humana  at  voce  carentem 
Credidcram.     Vox  unde  tibi  fuperaddita  mnto  cft  ? 
Unde  ita  prae  cunclis  brutorum  gentibus  unus 
Te  mihi  tam  blandum  praebes  ?  age  fare ;  tenct  me 
Hoc  adeoattentam  mcrito  mirabile  monftrum. 
Cui  vafer  infidians  Tentator  deinde  remiiit : 
O  dulcem  imperio  mundum,  fpectabilis  Eva, 
Qu33  late  regina  premis,  tuus  omne  quod  optas 
Explorare  labor,  mihi  jufla  capeflere  fas  eft. 
Olim  ego  talis  eram,  qualis  quas  cetera  turba 
Gramen  edit  calcatum,  abjedlo  peclore  pronus, 
Cognatoque  cibis ;  nam  fexum  &  pabula  fola 
Callueram,  angufti  contrado  limite  fens-as, 
Nil  altum  fpirans :  donec  fpatiantis  in  agris 


The  latter  I  demur ;  for  in  their  looks 

Much  reafon,  and  in  their  aftions,  oft  appears, 

Thee,  ferpent,  fubtil'ft  beaft  of  all  the  field 

I  knew;  but  not  with  human  voice  indu'd. 

Redouble  then  this  miracle,    and  fay, 

How  cam'ft  thou  fpeakable,  of  mute  :  and  how 

To  me  fo  friendly  grown  above  the  reft 

Of  brutal  kind,  that  daily  are  in  fight? 

Say !  for  fuch  wonder  claims  attention  due. 


To  whom  the  guiteful  tempter  thus  replv'd : 
Emprefs  of  this  fair  world,  refplendent  Eve .' 
Eafy  to  me  it  is  to  tell  thee  all 
What  thou  command'ft;    and  right  thou  fhouldft 

be  obeyd. 
I  was  at  firft  as  other  beafts  that  graze 
The  trodden  herb,  of  abjeft  thoughts,    and  Icnv, 
As  was  my  food;  nor  ought  but  food  difcem'd, 
Orfex;  and  apprehended nothing  high. 


Forte 
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Forte  vagos  pukro  fonge  fplendore  trahebat 
Arbor  honefta  oculos,  penderet  plurima  ramis 
Cui  foboles,  auro  commixtum  induta  ruborem. 
Accefli ;  narefque  comis  effufus  adibat 
Suavis,  opimus  odor;    fragrans  cui  cederet  herba 
Foeniculi,  vel  quae  manantia  ladle  recenti 
Ubera  oves  referunt  prima  feu  no&e  capellas, 
Ubera  non  jam  agnae  ludenti  admota,  nec  haedo. 
Continuo  indomito  frudtus  redolentis  amore 
Exarfique,  morafque  omnes  abrumpere  certus 
Conftitui ;  (tantum  audtores  fuafere  potentes 
Efuriefque  fitifque,  una  dulcedine  mira 
Correptae)   truncoque  dedi  mea  corpora  circum 
Mufcofo,  afcendens ;  etenim  contingere  ramos 
A  terra  vix  tu  aerios,  vix  poffet  Adamus. 
Cetera  bruta  inhiant,  acrique  cupidine  fervent 
Invida;  nec  prenfare  valent  nec  vincere  faltu. 


'  Till  on  a  day  roving  the  field,  I  chanc'd 
A  goodly  tree  far-diftant  to  behold , 
I.oaden  with  fruit  of  faireft  colors  mix'd, 
Ruddy  and  gold  :  1  nearer  drew  to  gaze; 
VVhen  from  the  boughs  a  favory  odor  blown, 
Grateful  to  appetite !    more  pleas'd  my  fenfe 
Than  fmell  of  fweeteft  fenel,  or  the  teats 
Of  ewe  or  goat,    dropping  with  milk  at  ev'n, 
Unfuck'd  of  lamb  or  kid  that  tend  their  play. 
To  fatisfy  the  fharp  defire  I  had 


Oftafting  thofe  fair  apples,  I  refolv'd 
Not  to  defer :  hunger  and  thirft  at  once, 
Pow'rful  perfuaders  f  quicken'd  at  the  fcent 
Of  that  alluring  fruit,  urg'd  me  fo  keen. 
About  the  mofiy  trunk  I  wound  me  foon ; 
(For  high  from  ground  the  branches  would  reaui 
Thy  utmoft  reach,  or  Adam'%)  round  the  tree 
AU  other  beafts  that  faw  with  like  defire 
Longing,  and  envyingftood,  but  could  notreach. 
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Jamquc  adeo  mcdia.  dominatus  in  arbore,  cinc\us 

Luxuric  ingenti  pomorum  opibufque  profufis, 

Nec  rapere,  arreptas  nec  deglutire  morabar 

Delicms,  quales  illa  ufquc  ad  tcmpora  nunquam 

Expcrtus,   fontem  ad  purum  feu  pafcua  laeta. 

His  demum  expletus  dapibus,  fubitum  inde  vigorem 

Pedlore,  particulam  divinae  mentis  &  hauftus 

Perfenfi  aethereos ;  caruit  nec  munere  vocis 

Lingua  diu,  licet  ufque  eadem  mihi  forma  maneret. 

Jamque  altum  fapere  &  fublimia  volvere  rerum 

Incepi,  &  terras  animo  ccelumque  capaci 

Et  medias  fpeculari  auras,  quot  et  undique  pulcrum 

Quodque  bonum :  at  quicquid  late  pulcrique  bonique  eft, 

Omne  tibi  rutili  radiis  coeleftibus  oris 

Colle&um  intueor,  divinas  8c  imagine  formas. 

Nil  tibi  par  ufquam  afpexi,  nil,  Eva,  fecundum. 

Hoc  adeo  tibi  me  (fors  importunius)  ultro 

Obtulit,  ut  propius  te  luftrem,  ut  laetus  adorem, 


Amid  the  tree  now  got,  where  plenty  hung 
Tempring  (o  nigh  to  pluck  and  eat  my  fill 
I  fpar'd  not ;  for  fuch  pleafure  'till  that  hour, 
At  feed  or  fountain,  never  had  I  found! 
Sated  at  length,   e'er-long  I  might  perceive 
Strange  alteration  in  me  to  degree 
Of  reafon  in  my  inward  pow'rs ;  and  fpeech 
Wanted  not  long;  though  to  this  ftiape  retain'd. 
Thenceforth  to  fpeculations  high,  or  deep, 

VOL.    II. 


I  turn'd  my  thoughts ;   and  with  capacious  mind, 
Confider'd  all  things  vifible  in  heav'n, 
Or  earth,  or  middle;  all  things  fair  and  good: 
But  all  that  fair  and  good,   in  thy  divine 
Semblance,   and  in  thy  beauty"s  heav'nly  ray, 
United  I  beheld  :  no  fair  to  thine 
Equivalent,  or  fecond  !  which  compell'd 
Me  thus,  though  importune  perhaps,  to  come 
And  gaze  and  worihip  thee,  of  right  declar'd 
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Te  rcrum  merito  dominam  mundique  potentem. 

Sic  vafer  inferna  ferpens  vi  concitus.     Eva 
Inde  magis  ftupefacta  incauto  ita  reddidit  ore : 

Scilicet  his  coelo,  ferpens,  dum  laudibus  aequas, 
Virtutem  fru&us,  quam  tete  expertus  in  uno  es, 
Fert  magis  hinc  dubitare  animus.     Sed  da  mihi,  ramos 
Arbor  ubi  haec  tendit,  quamque  hinc  procul :  undique  pailim, 
Prodiga  enim  variis  Paradifi  terra  repletur 
Arboribus,  quae  nos  latuere:  ita  copia  dives 
Pendet  curvatis  marcefcere  nefcia  ramis, 
Dum  veniant  nova  gens  hominum  dextraeque  recentes, 
Foecundamque  levent  partu  uberiore  parentem. 

Quam  deinde  aftutus  fic  laetior  excipit  hydrus: 
En  iftuc,  regina  patet  facilifque,  brevifque 
Semita:  trans  virides  myrtos  arbuftaque  odora, 
Haud  procul  hinc  lsevi  fuper  aequore,  fontis  ad  undas, 
Stat  quaefita  arbos.    Egomet,  ni  forte  recufes, 

Sov'reign  of  creatures,  univerfal  dame!  As  leaves  a  greater  ftore  of  fruit  un-touch'd  : 

So  talk'd  the  fpixited  fly  fnake:  and  E<vtr,  Still  hangjng  incorruptible,  till  men 

Yet  more  amaz'd,  unwary  thus  reply'd.  Grow  up  to  theiT  provifion,  and  more  hands- 

Serpent !  thy  over-praifing  leaves  in  doubt  Help  to  dif-burden  nature  of  rier  birtru 

The  virtue  of  that  fruit,  in  thee  firft  prov'd.  To  whom  the  wily  adder,  blithe  and  glad. 

But  fay,  where  grows  the  tree  ?    from  hence  how      Emprefs !  the  way  is  ready,  and  not  longj 

far  ?  Beyond  a  row  of  myrtles,  on  a  flat, 

For  many  are  the  trees  of  God  that  grow  Faft  by  a  fountain,  one  fmall  thicket  paft 

In  paradife,  and  various,  yet  unknown  Of  blowing  myrrh  and  balm  :  if  thou  accepc 

To  us ;  in  fuch  abundance  lies  our  choke, 

Una 
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Una  adero,  &  ccrto  anpoA  tc  tramitc  ducani. 

Duc,  ait  Eva.     Mali,  mora  nulla,  citatus  amore 
Volvitur  ille,  viam  celerans,  miraque  rccurvas 
Artc  levis  tegit  ambages :   fpes  ardua  colla 
Erigit,  ardentemque  accendunt  gaudia  criftam. 
Ac  veluti  in  pratis  pingui  concreta  vapore 
(Quem  nox  denfat  agens  ac  frigore  cogit  acuto) 
Flamma  falit,  trepidoque  agitatur  lubrica  motu  : 
Sa?pe  illam,  ut  perhibent,  larva?  comitantur  iniqua? ; 
Saspe  gravi  pernox  deceptus  luce  viator 
Fulgentem  attonitus  fpeculans,  de  tramite  fertur 
Devius,  in  fluvios  rapitur  mifer  inque  paludes. 
Sic  malus  effulfit  ferpens :  cui  credula  mater, 
Dudla  per  infidias,  vetitae  fatalia  poma 
Arboris,  (humani  veniunt  qua  flirpe  dolores) 
Se  recipit ;  quam  deinde  videns,  his  vocibus  infit : 

Venimus  huc  fruflra,  ferpens,  hic  plurima  poma 

My  conduft,   I  can  bring  thee  thither  foon.  Mif-leads  th'amaz'd  night-wanderer  irom  his  way, 
Leadthen,  faid  E<ve.  He  leading  fwiftly  rowl'd      Through  bogs  and  mires,  and  oft  thro'  pond  or 
In  tangles,   and  made  intricate  feem  ftrait,  pool  ; 

To  mifchief  fwift :  hope  elevates,  and  joy  There  fwallow'd  up  and  loft,  from  fuccor  far_! 

Brightens  his  creft :  as  when  a  wand'ring  fire,  So  glifter'd  the  dire  fnake,  and  into  fraud 

Compaft  of  un&uous  vapor,  which  the  night  Led  E-ve,  our  credulous  mother  to  the  tree 

Condenfes,    and  the  cold  invirons  round,  Of  prohibition,   root  of  all  our  woe  F 

Kindled  through  agitation  to  a  flame,  Which  when  ihe  faw,  thus  to  her  guide  fhe  fpake. 
(Which  oft  they  fay  fome  evil  fpirit  attends.)  Serpent  !    we  might   have  fpar'd  our  coming 

Hovering  and  blazing  with  delufive  light,  hither, 
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Luxurient  licet :  at  virtus  miranda  faporque, 

Et  quodcunque  adeo  magnum  &  memorabile  narras, 

Omne  habitet  penitus  tecum,  &  fit  pe&ore  in  ifto. 

Nobis  illa  nefas  etiam  contingere  poma 

Idjuflit  Deus:   id  vocis  data  fola  fupremae 

Filia  mandatum:  facimus  reliqua  omnia  noftra? 

Mentis  ad  arbitrium,  &  vitae  ratio  unica  lex  eft. 

Callidus  haec  contra  ferpens :  ain'  ?  ergone  poma 
Vos  Deus  ulla  vetet  paflim  libare  per  hortum, 
Quos  terrarum  amplis  praefecit  et  aetheris  oris  ? 

Rettulit  Eva,  mali  jam  pura,  atque  infcia  labis : 
(Jndique  difFufos  omnis  fas  carpere  foetus 
Arboris,  hanc  praeter,  quae  ftat  fpectabilis  hortis 
In  mediis :  fin  hanc  (dixit  Deus  ipfe)  nefanda 
Audetis  violare  fame,  mors  certa  fequetur. 

Vix  ita  finierat  paucis :  audentior  inde 
Ille  opifex  fraudum,    fpecie  ferventis  amoris, 


Fruitlefs  to  me,  though  fruit  be  here  to  excefs: 
The  credit  of  whofe  virtue  reft  with  thee ; 
Wond'rous  indeed,  if  caufe  of  fuch  efFefts ! 
T3ut  of  this  tree  we  may  not  tafte,  nortouch; 
God  fo  commanded ;   and  left  that  command 
Sole  daughter  of  his  voice  :  the  reft,  we  live 
Law  to  our  felves ;  our  reafon  is  our  law. 
To  whom  the  tempter  guilefully  reply'd. 
Indeed  !  hath  God  then  faid  that  of  the  fruit 
Of  all  thefe-gaiden-trees  ye  fhall  not  eat, 


Yet  lords  declar'd  of  all  in  earth  or  air  ? 

To  whom  thus  Ew,  yet  finlefs.   Of  the  fruit 
Of  each  tree  in  the  garden  we  may  eat ; 
But  of  the  fruit  of  this  fair  tree,   amidft 
The  garden,   God  hath  faid,  ye  fhall  not  eat 
Thereof,   nor  fhall  ye  touch  it,  left  ye  die. 

She  fcarce  had  faid,  tho'  brief,when  nowmore 
bold 
The  tempter  (buvwith  Ihewof  zealand  love 
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Utquc  dolens  hominem  lasfum  atquc  indigna  fcrentcm, 
Ardorcm  induitur  generofum,  asftuquc  dccoro 
Flucluat  indignans :   imo  fefe  agmine  caudae 
Arduus,  &  tanquam  diclurus  grandia,  tollit. 
Qualis  ubi,  quem  Roma  audivit  vocc  potentem 
Libera,  feu  qualis  torrens  orator  Athenis, 
(Quae  quondam  eloquii,  muta  nunc,  arte  vigebant  ? 
Magna  fonaturus,  fck  colledtus  in  ipfo 
Conftiterat :  vultu  fluxit  fuadela  manuque 
Vim  linguae  praegrefla ;  omnique  a  corpore  venit 
Gratior,  atque  omni  manans  facundia  geftu : 
Saepe  etiam  in  medias,  aequi  inflammatus  amore 
Res  abiit,  tardafque  moras  exordiaque  aufus 
Spernere :  ftc  ftetit  &  ferpens,  flc  ardua  verti 
Corpora,  fic  rapido  fe  efTudit  concitus  aeftu: 

Sacra  arbos,  ipfa  et  fapiens,  eadem  et  fapientiae 
Ingeniique  parens!  jam  nunc  per  pe&ora  fufas 
Nofce  tuas  virefque  habiles  vegetumque  vigorem, 

To  man,  and  indignation  at  nis  wrong)  Motion,  each  aft,  vvon  audience,  e'er  the  tonguej 

New  part  puts  on ;  and  as  to  paflion  mov\T,  Sometimes  in  height  began,  as  no  delay 

Flu&uates  difturb'd,  yetcomely,   and  in  acl  Of  preface  brooking,  through  his  zeal  of  right : 

Rais'd,   as  of  fome  great  matter  to  begin.  So  ftanding,  moving,  or  to  height  up-grown, 

As  when  of  old  fome  orator  renown'd,  The  tempter  all  im-paflion'd,  thus  began. 

In  Athens,   or  free  Rome,  where  eloquence  O  facred,  wife,  and  wifdom-giving  plant, 
Flouri(h'd   (fince  mute  )    to  fome  great  caufe  ad-      Mother  of  fcience  !  now  I  feel  thy  po\v'r 

drefs*d,  Within  me  clear ;  not  only  to  difcern 
Stood  in  himfeircoHefted  j.  while  each  part, 
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Aufpice  te  caufas  prudens  ac  femina  rerum 
Infpicere,  &  penitus  fummorum  arcana  tueri 
Artificum,  quofcunque  oftentant  mentis  honores. 
Tuque  ade6,  late  haec  mundi  cui  regia  paret, 
Ne  mortis  terrere  minis :  mors  nulla  laceflet ; 
Unde  etenim  ?  frudlu  ?  dat  fru&us  vivere,   acumen 
Largitur  fublime  animi.     Dextra-ne  minantis  ? 
En  me,  qui  tetigi  atque  edi;  vivumque  valentemque 
Afpice ;  &  uberior  vitae  mihi  fortibus  aufis 
Acceflit,  quam  forte  prius  conceiTa,  facultas. 
Ergo  negata  homini,  brutis  quae  dona  patefcunt  ? 
Deliclum-ne  acri  Deus  infectabitur  ira 
Tam  leve?  quin  potius  virtutem  laudet  honeftam 
Quam  minime  mortis  poena  intentata  valeret, 
Quicquid  id  eft,  terrere,  iter  ad  felicius  aevum 
AfTectantem,  aufamque  bonum  explorare  malumque. 
NofTe  bonum,  imprimis  fas  eft :  quin  expedit  ipfum 
Nofle  malum,  fiquod  fuerit;   vitare  licebit 

Things  in  their  caufes,  but  to  trace  the  ways  Shali  that  be  ftiut  to  man,  vvhich  to  the  beaft 

Of  higheft  agents,  tkem'd  however  wife.  Is  open  ?  or  will  God  incenfe  his  ire 

Queen  of  this  univerfe  !    do  not  believe  For  fuch  a  petty  trefpafs !    and  not  praife 

Thofe  rigid  threats  of  death :    ye  fhall  not  die  :  Rather  your  dauntlefs  virtue,  whom  the  pain 

How  fhould  ye  ?  by  the  fruit  ?  it  gives  you  life  Of  death  denounc'd  (whatever  thing  death  be) 

To  knowledge  :  by  the  threatner  ?  look  on  me,  Deter'd  not  from  atchieving  what  might  lead 

Me  !  who  have  touchd  and  tafted  ;  yet  both  live,  To  happier  life,   knowledge  of  good  and  evil  ? 

And  life  more  perfeft  have  attain'd  than  fate  Of  good  how  juft  ?    of  evil,  (if  what  is  evil 

Meant  me,  by  venturing  higher  than  my  lot.  Be  real)  why  not  known,  fince  eafier  fhunn'd  ? 

Hinc 
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Ilinc  mclius.     Dcus  haud  potcrit  vos  lasdcre  falvis 

iEqui  feedcribus;   fin  fcedera  rupcrit  axjui, 

Ncc  Dcus  cft,  ncc  adorandus  ncc   dcinde  timcndus. 

Sic  veftrum  expellit  mortis  timor  ipfc  timorem. 

At  quianam  hoc  vetuit?  quianam,  nifi  ut  inde  pavorem 

Mentibus  incuteret  veftris,  humilefque  rudefque 

Obfequio  abjectos  turpi  attonitofque  teneret? 

Novit  enim,  quo  vos  primum  guftabitis  ifta 

Poma  die,  nubem,  quae  nunc  obducta  tuentum 

Denfa  hebetat  vifus,  (liquidos  fi  forte  putetis) 

Omnem  abituram  oculis ;  vofque  aucta  luce  futuros 

Diis  fimiles,  bona  diverfls  dignofcere  gnaros, 

Quid  caufae  eft,  mihi  fi  natura  accefTerit  intus 

Alta  hominis  bruto,  quin  veftiat  ipfa  Deorum 

Vos  homines:  adeo  illas  aequo  difcrimine  diftant 

Naturae.     En  vobis  quae  mors  indicitur,  ultro- 

Contemptis  optanda  minis,  avideque  petenda, 

Quae  vehat  humanam  divinas  ad  fortis  honores  i 

God  therefore  cannot  hurt  ye,  and  be  juft  :  Knowing  both  good  and  evil,  as  they  know. 

Not  juft,  not  God;  not  fear'd  then,  nor  obey'd:  That  ye  fhall  be  as  gods,  fince  I  as  man, 

Your  fear  it  felf  of  death  removes  the  fear.  Internal  man,  is  but  proportion  meet: 

Why  then  was  this  forbid  ?   why  but  to  awe ;  I  of  brute,human  ;  ye  of  human,  gods, 

Why  but  to  keep  you  low  and  ignorant,  So  ye  Ihall  die  perhaps,  by  putting  ofF 

His  worfhippers.     He  knows  that  in  the  day  Human  to  put  on  gods;  death  to  be  wi/h'd, 

You  eat  thereof,  your  eyes  (that  feetn  {o  clear,.  Tho'  threaten'd,  which  no  worfe  than  this  can 
Yet  are  but  dim)  fhall  perfeiHy  be  then  bring  ! 

Opend  and  clear'd  :  arid  ye  fhall  be  as  gods, 

Et 
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Et  quae  fors  divum  eft,  quam  non  contingere  poffent 

Gens  hominum,  ambrofis  tulerint  fi  munera  frugis? 

Dii  nobis  fuadere  volunt,  quod  forte  priores 

Exftiterunt,  folos  late  fe  cuncla  creaffe : 

Nempe  fidem  hoc  fuperat :  blando  nam  fole  calentem 

Tellurem  hanc  late  nitidam  proferre  beato 

Omne  genus  gremio,  nihil  illos  edere  cerno. 

Omnia  fin  illi ;  quis  in  arbore  clauferat  ifta 

Egregias  adeo  dotes  vimque  alta  docendi 

Arcana,  ut  frugem  fi  quis  decerpferit,  illis 

Mira  etiam  invitis  fapientia  crefcat  edenti  ? 

Ergo  fcire  nefas  homini?  quid  veftra  noceret 

Olli  quantalibet  fapientia?  dona  vel  arbos 

Qua?  poffet  conferre  illo  prohibente,  gubernet 

Omnia  fi  folus?  donis  fors  talibus  arcet 

Invidus.     Invidiam-ne  fovent  coeleftia  corda  ? 

Hae  certe,  atque  aliae  fuper  his,  fat  lumine  claro 

Teftantur  caufae  frudlus  te  dulcis  egentem : 

Andwhat  are  gods,    that  man  may  not  becomc  Thatwhbfo  eats  thereof,  forthwith  attains 

As  they,  participating  god-like  food  ?  Wifdom  without  their  leave  ?  and  wherein  Hes 

The  gods  are  firft,  and  that  advantage  ufe  Th'  oftence,  that  man  fhould  thus  attain  to  know  ? 

On  our  belief,  that  all  from  them  proceeds :  What  can  your  knowledge  hurt  him,  or  this  tree 

I  queftion  it !  for  this  fair  earth  I  fee,  Impart  againft  his  will,  if  all  be  his  ? 

WarnVd  by  the  fun,   producing  every  kind;  Or  is  it  envy  ?  and  can  envy  dwell 

Them  nothing :  if  they  alt  things,  who  in-clos'd  In  heav'nly  breafts  ?— thefe,  thefe,  and  many mor« 

Knowledge  of  good  and  evil,    in  this  tree,  Caufes  import  your  need  of  this  fair  fruit: 

Quin 
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Quin  dcxtram  dca  tcnde  humana,  Sc  vcfccrc  la:ta. 

Dixcrat :  &  fcecunda  dolis  pellacia  verba 
Introitu  pcr  cor  facili  nimis  iniinuabant 
Illius:  obtutu  frudtum  defixa  filenti 
Luftrabat,  cujus  fpecies  vel  fola  lgbantes 
Impulcrit  forma  fenfus :   laetafque  per  aures 
Vox  fuadentis  adhuc,  aequum  fuafifle  bonumque 
Vifa,  canora  fonat.     Cceli  properabat  ad  axem 
Sol  medium  interea  fervens,  reducemque  ciebat 
Efuriem,  magis  incenfam  jam  frugis  odore 
Ambrofio,  dudum  quae  follicitarat  aventi 
Lumina:   dehinc  ardet  rapere  &  guftare;  morata 
Ante  tamen,  paulumque  haerens,  fic  peclore  fecum : 

Magna  tibi  certe  eft  virtus,   frugum  optima,   quamvis 
Interdidta  homini,  &  fummo  digniflima  cultu : 
Quae  nimium  neglecta  diu,  tentamine  primo 
Jam  muto  eloquii  vires  guftata  dedifti, 
Linguam  adeo  inftituens,  haud  natam  in  munera  vocis, 

Goddefs  humatie,  xeach  then,  and  freely  tafte  !  So  favory  of  that  fruit ;  which  with  defire, 

He  ended;  and  his  words,  replete  with  guile,  (Inclinable  now  grown  to  touch,  or  tafte) 

Into  her  heart  too  eafy  entrance  won :  Sollicited  her  longing  eye  :   yet  firft 

FLx'd  on  the  fruit  fhe  gaz*d,  which  to  behold  Paufing  a-while,   thus  to  her  felf  fhe  mus'd. 

Might  tempt  alone  :     and  in  her  ears  the  found  Great  are  thy  virtues,  doubtlefs,  beft  of  fruits  ! 

Yet  rung  of  his  perfuafive  words,  impregn'd  Tho'  kept  from  man,  and  worthy  to  be  admir'd; 

With  reafon,  (to  her  feeming)  and  with  truth :  Whofe  tafte,  too  long  forborn,  at  firft  affay 

Mean-while  the  hour  of  noon  drew  on,  and  \vak'd  Gave  elocution  to  the  mute,  and  taught 

An  eager  appetite,  rais'd  by  the  fmell  Thetonguenotmadeforfpeechtofpeakthvpraife. 
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Te  liquidis  celebrare  modis.    Praeconia  laudis 
Nec  filet  ille  tuae,  tanti  qui  muneris  ufu 
Nos  prohibet,  facrae  dignatus  nomine  plantae, 
Qua3  dat  fcire  arcana,  bonum  dat  fcire  malumqe  ; 
Dein  vetuit  guftare :   at  te  magis  inde  tuumque 
Commendat  pretium,  bona  quae  largiris  aperte 
Teftatus,  quantumque  tui  fbrs  indiga  noftra  eft. 
Nam  bona  quis  poterit,  quae  non  cognorit,  habere? 
Quid-vejuvent,  ea  poffeffor  nifl  noverit?  ergo 
Scire  vetat,  vetat  ille  boni  contingere  fontem, 
Quin  vetat  &  fapere.     Imperiis  parere  neceffe  eft: 
Talibus  ?  at  faevis  fi  mors  exinde  fecuta 
Induerit  vinclis,    quid  profit  mente  fub  alta 
Libertas  ?  quo  poma  die  guftabimus  ifta, 
(Nos  ea  fata  manent)  moriemur.  an  occidit  Hydrusi1 
Guftavit  tamen  ille;  etiamnum  &  vivit,  &  intus 
Respenetrat,  fapit^  eloquitur,  difceptat  acute, 
Cognofcitque  figax,  ratione  haud  praeditus  ante, 

Thy  praife  he  alfo,  who  forbids  thy  ufe,  In  plain  then,  what  forbids  he  but  to  know, 

Conceals  not  from  us,  naming  thee  the  tree  Forbids  us  good,   forbids  us  to  be  wife? 

Ofknowledge;  knowledge  both  of  goodandevil :  Such  prohibitions  bind  not.— But,  if  death 

Iforbids  us  then  to  tafte  !    but  his  forbidding  Bind  us  with  after-bands,   what  profits  then 

Commends  thee  more,  while  it  infers  the  good  Our  inward  freedom  ?   in  the  day  we  eat 

By  thee  communicated,  andourwant:  Of  this  fairfruit,   ourdoom  is,  we  fiiall  die. — 

for  good-unknown,  fure  is  not  had;  or  had,  How  dies  the  ferpent?    he  hath  eat'n,  and  lives, 

A.n(l  yet  un-known,  is  as  not  had  at  all,  And  knovvs  and  fpeaks,  and  reafons  and  difcerns  ; 

Nos 
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Nos  propter  folos  mors-nc  eft  invcnta  ?  ncgatur 
Ifte  animi  viclus  nobis,  qui  pe&ora  luce 
Exfaturat,  brutae  gentis  fervatus  in  ufus  ? 
Nempe  ita  fcrvatum  reor.     At  quae  beftia  fola 
Experta  eft  morfu,  non  invidet ;   ipfa  fed  ultro 
Gaudia  deguftata  offert;  nec  mi  illius  ulla 
Sufpicio  inciderit :   quae  corde  amplexa  benigno 
Sic  hominem,  fic  blanda  fovet,  nec  confcia  fraudum. 
Quodnam  igitur  timeo  ?  potius,  quae  caufa  timoris 
Cernitur  ?  obcaecat  me  infcitia  tanta  bonique 
Atque  mali,  legis,  poenae,  mortifque  Deique. 
En  medicina  mihi  quae  leniat  omnia,  fruges 
Alliciens  divina  oculos,  cupienda  palato, 
Luce  potens  animum  perfundere.  Quid  vetet  ultra 
Corripere,  &  fatiare  avidam  cum  corpore  mentem? 

Dixit:  &  infaufta  temeraria  porrigit  hora 
Optatos  dextram  ad  fructus,  decerpit  editque. 
Vulnere  contremuit  tellus ;  &  fedibus  altis 

Irrational  'till  then.      For  us  alone  Of  God  or  death,  of"  law  or  penalty  ? 

Was  death  invented  ?  or  to  us  deny'd  Here  grows  the  cure  of  all,   this  fruit  divine  !    *" 

This  intelleftual  food,  for  beafts  referv'd  ?  Fair  to  the  eye,  inviting  to  the  tafte, 

For  beafts  it  feems !  yet,  that  one  beaft  which  firft  Of  virtue  to  make  wife !   what  hinders  then 

Hath  tafted,  envies  not ;   but  brings  with  joy  To  reach  and  feed  at  once  both  body  and  mind  ? 

The  good  befall'n  him;    author  un-fufpeft,  So  faying,  her  rafh  hand  in  evil  hour 

Friendly  to  man,  far  from  deceit  or  guile.  Forth-reaching  to  the  fruit,  fhe  pluck'd,  fhe  eat ! 

What  fear  I  then  ?  rather,  what  know  to  fear  Earth  felt  the  wound ;  and  nature  from  her  feat, 

Under  this  ignorance  of  good  and  evi], 

Q^  2  Perque 
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Perque  omnes  natura  finus  horrenda  dolorum 
Signa  dedit  gemitu,  mundi  teftata  ruinam. 
Confcius  at  ferpens  furtim  fubrepferat  imas 
Dumorum  vafer  in  latebras ;  jam  cetera  mittit 
Omnia,  jam  folis  in  fructibus  Eva  moratur. 
iEque  dulcis  enim  non  juverat  ante  palatum 
Ulla  ex  fruge  fapor,  verus-ne,  an  imagine  vana 
Creditus;  ufque  adeo  fervebat  amore  fciendi 
Indomito,   divumque  fibi  fperabat  honores. 
Efurie  immensa  fe  ingurgitat,  infcia  mortem 
Ore  avido  obforbens :  tandem  exfaturata,  micanfque 
Corde  alacri,  tanquam  vini  flagraverat  aeftu, 
Haec  fecum  exultans :  6  quae  virtute  potenti 
Praeluces  Edeni  aliis  praeftantior  una 
Arboribus ;  cujus  fapientia  dia  fapore 
EfHuit !  hac  obfcura  tenus,  penitufque  maligna 
Nodte  latens  fruges  ramis  intacta  pependit 
Neglectis,  veluti  incafTum  natura  crearat. 

Sighing  through  all  lier  works,  gave  figns  of  woe  Greedily  flie  ingorg'd  without  reftraint; 

That  all  was  loft.      Back  to  thicket  flunk  And  knew  not  eating  death  !   fatiate  at  length, 

The  guilty  ferpent:  and  well  might :  for  Eve  And  heighten'd  as  with  wine,  jocund,  and  boon, 

Inteot  now  wholly  on  her  tafte,  nought  elfe  Thus  to  her  felf  (he  pleafingly  began. 
Regarded :  fuch  delight  'till  then,    as  feem'd,  O  fov'reign,  virtuous,  precious  of  all  tree» 

Infruitflie  never  tafted,  whether  true,  In  paradife  !  of  operation  bleft 

Or  fancy'd  fo,  through  expeftation  high  To  fapience  !  hitherto  obfcur'd,  in-fam'd, 

Of  knowlecige ;    nor  was   god-head   from  her  And  thy  fair  fruit  let  hang,  as  to  no  end 

thought.  Created :  but  henceforth  my  early  care 

Aft 
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Aft  cris  hinc  mihi  prima  cxorto  luminc  cura ; 
Manc  rcdit  quotics,  grato  tibi  carmine  laudcs 
Ufque  novas  recinam;  tuaque  illa  patentia  cunclis 
Brachia,  luxuric  fobolis  curvata,  levabo : 
Facla  cibo  dum  tandem  animi  matura  potenti, 
Par  ipfis  fuerim,  qui  norunt  omnia,  Divis. 
Invideant  alii  quamvis,  quod  non  penes  ipfbs 
Eft  dare ;   nam  propria  hasc  illis  fi  dona  fuinent, 
Non  hic  conftiterant.     Teque,  experientia,  magnam 
Nofco  ducem;  ni  te  audieram,  quacunque  vocaffes 
Sponte  fequens,  jam  nunc  rudis  atque  ignara  manerem : 
Te  monftrante  aditus,  quanquam  in  fecreta  receflit, 
Clara  repente  patet  fapientia.     Forfan  &  ipfa 
Delitui ;  diftat  longo  difcrimine  cceli 
Alta  domus ;  vix  unde  queant  terreftria  rerum 
Singula  diftingui  liquido :  legifque  feverae 
Conditor  ifte  potens  cautas  nunc  forte  remittit 
Excubias  denfo  fpeculatorum  agmine  feptus, 

(Not  without  fong,  each  morning,  and  due  praife)  Beft  guide  !  not  foHowing  thee,  I  had  remain'd 

Shall  tend  thee,   and  the  fertil  burden  eafe  In  ignorance ;  thou  open'ft  wifdom's  way, 

Of  thy  full  branches  offer'd  free  to  all :  And  giv'ft  accefs,  though  fecret  fhe  retire. " 

'Till  dieted  by  thee  I  grow  mature  And  I  perhaps  am  fecret :    heav'n  is  high, 

In  knowledge,  as  the  Gods.who  all  things  know ;  High  and  remote  to  fee  from  thence  diftinft 

Though  others  envy  what  they  cannot  give:  Each  thing  on  earth  ;  and  other  care  perhaps, 

For  had  the  gift  been  theirs,  it  had  not  here  May  have  diverted  from  continual  watch 

Thus  grown.     Experience,  next  to  thee  I  owe,  Our  great  forbidder,  fafe  with  all  his  fpies 

Seque 
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Seque  alia  exercet  cura.      Sed  qualis  Adamum, 
Quo  tandem  more  accedam  ?  num  protinus  illi 
Nofce  vicem  egregiam  dabitur  ?  fortis-ne  beatae 
Pardcipem  faciam  ?  potius-ne  fuprema  fciendi 
Commoda  mecum  habitent  fola,  nec  partiar  ulli  ? 
Sic  ego  foemineo  fexu  quod  deflcit,  addam, 
Conjugis  unde  accrefcat  amor :  contingere  &  ipfum 
Hinc  propius,  fors  &  fuperare  aliquando,  licebit. 
O  valde  optandum !  nam  cui  concefTa  minori 
Libertas  ?  quid  fi  haec  facinus  dcfpexerit  alta 
Arce  Deus,  mihi  mors  accelTerit,  efik  repente 
Deiierim,  meque  extincta.  (ck.  altera  Adamo, 
(O  dojor,  6  letho  mihi  poena  immanior  ipfo!) 
AlterajunxeritEva?  hinc  ftat  fententia,  certum  eft; 
Omnia  vir  mecum,  fint  gaudia,  five  dolores, 
Dividet ;  illum  adeo  immenfo  cor  ardet  amore : 
Quicum  una,  paterer,  quze  plurima  mortis  imago, 
Ferre  lubens ;  vita  abfentem  me  nulla  juvaret. 


Aboat  him. — But  to  Adam  ia  what  fort 
Shall  I  appear?   fhall  I  to  him  make  known 
As  yet  my  change,   and  give  him  to  partake 
Full  happinefs  with  me  ?  or  rather  not ; 
But  keep  the  odds  of  knowledge  in  my  pow'r 
Without  co-partner  ?  fo  to  add  what  wants 
In  female  fex,   the  more  to  draw  his  love, 
And  render  me  more  equal ;  and  perhaps, 
JA  thing  not  un-defirable)  fometime 


Superior :    for  inferior,  who  is  free  ? 

This  may  be  well — But  what  if  God  have  feen, 

And  death  enfue  ?  then  I  lhall  be  no  more  ! 

And  Adam,  wedded  to  another  Ew, 

Shall  live  with  her  enjoying,  I  extintt ; 

A  death  to  think !    confirm'd  then  I  refolve, 

Adam  fhall  fhare  with  me  in  blifs,  or  woe  : 

So  dear  I  love  him,   that  with  him  alldeaths 

I  could  endure ;  wichout  him  live  no  life. 

Hsc 
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Hrec  cffata,  gradum  dcflectit  abarbore,  poftquam 
Ritc  habitatori  curvavit  gcnua  potcnti, 
Qucm  rata  pcr  plantam  fuccos  diffunderc,  ncctar 
Dulcc,  fcicntiricos.      Reditum  vir  pectore  toto 
Acrius  interea  exardens,  delecta  laborum 
Praemia  fylveftrum,  vario  de  flore  pararat 
Serta  comis;  quali  fcfe  lastiflima  jaclans 
Meflbrum  rofca  induitur  regina  corolla. 
Gaudia  quae  fibi  pollicitus,  folatia  quantar 
Per  longas  pretiofa  moras !  at  fepe  vacillans 
Ambiguo  tremefacta  metu  praefaga  mali  mens 
Horruit,  eventufque  tremens  praecepit  iniquos. 
Obvius  ire  parans  recta,  quam  carpferat  Eva 
Mane  abitura  viam,  fequitur;  quo  calle  virebat 
Interdicta  arbos.     Illam  videt  arbore  jam  vix 
DigrefTam ;  dextra,  fruges  lanugine  molli 
Carpta  recens>  ramo  pariter  cum  fruge  revulfo^ 


So  faying,  fxom  the  tree  her  ftep  fhe  turrTd : 
But  firft  low  reverence  done,  as  to  the  pow'r 
That  dwelt  within  ;  whofe  prefence  had  infus'd 
Into  the  plant  fciential  fap,  deriv'd 
From  neftar,  drink  of  gods.     Adam  the  while 
Waiting  defirous  her  return,  had  wove 
Of  choiceft  flow'rs  a  garland  to  adorn 
Her  treftes,  and  her  rural  labors  crown ; 
As  teapers  oft  are  wont  their  harveft-queea. 


Great  joy  he  promis'd  to  his  thoughts,.  and  new 
Solace  in  her  return,  fo  long  delay'd  : 
Yet  oft  his  heart,   divine  o£  fomething  ill, 
lilifgave  himj  he  the  faulfring  meafure  felt; 
And  forth  to  meet  her  went,  the  way  fhe  took 
That  morn,  when  firft  they  parted.     By  the  tree 
Of  knowledge  he  muft  pafs;  there  he  her  met, 
Scarce  from  the  tree  returning:  in  her  hand 
A  bough  of  faireft  fruit,   that  downy  fmil'd, 


Rifit, 
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Rifit,  &  ambrofios  latediffudit  odores. 
Advolat  illa  ardens  •  praefatur  amabile  vultus 
Promptior,  excufatque  moras,  pacemque  precatur : 
Deinde  adeo  molli  fluxit  vox  blanda  loquela : 

Nonne  morae  attonitum  tales,  dulciflime  conjux, 
Te  tenuere  meas  ?  tua  longum  ardentibus  ora 
iEgra  requirebam  votis ;  crudelibus  icla 
Te  defideriis  optabam,  &  luctibus  ante 
Ignotis ;  ex  hoc  lateri  conjun&a  manebo 
Ufque  comes ;  nec  te  quondam  temeraria  linquam, 
Nec  repetam  tantos,  nimium  jam  experta,  dolores. 
Verum  audi,  quae  mira  fuit  mihi  caufa  morandi. 
Non  parit  ifta  ade6,  nos  qualem  accepimus,  arbos 
Victum  infelicem ;  nec  ad  ulla  pericula,  teftor, 
Pandit  iter;   fed  nubem  oculis   virtute  potenti 
Lxta  abigit,  divumque  jubar  guftantibus  addit. 
C  illidus  hoc  nuper  ferpens,  legem-ne  feveram 
Nefciat  impofitam  nobis,  an  fpreverit  audens, 

New  gather'd,  and  ambrofial  fmell  diffas'd.  The  pain  of  abfence  from  thy  fight.  Butftrange 

To  him  flie  hafted;  in  her  face  excufe  Hath  been  the  caufe,   and  wonderful  to  hear. 

Carne  prologue  and  apology  too  prompt;  This  tree  is  not,    as  we  are  told,  a  tree 

Which.withblandwordsatwill.fhethusaddrefsM.  Of  danger  tafted;  nor  to  evil  un-known 

Haft  thou  not  wondefd,  Adam,  at  my  ftay  ?  Op'ning  the  way ;  but  of  divine  effeft, 

Thee  I  have  mils'd,  and  thoughtit  long,  depriv'd  To  open  eyes,  and  make  them  gods  who  tafte; 

Thyprefence;   agonyoflove!    'till  now  And  hath  been  taftedfuch.     The  ferpent  wife, 

Not  felt,  nor  ihall  be  twice  ;  for  never  more  (Or  not  reftrain'd  as  we,  or  not  obeying) 

JMean  I  to  try,  (what  rafti  un-trv'd  I  fought)  Hath  eaten  of  the  fruit;  and  is  become 

Ex- 
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Expcrtus:  ncc  mortc  tamen  multatur,  inancs 
Quam  nobis  cecincre  minse ;  fed  vox  data  muto 
Humana,  humani  fenfus,  rationis  acumen. 
Idcirco  facili  fruclus  mihi  carpere  dextra 
Perfuaiit:  vcnit  votis  par  cxitus ;  acres 
Clarefcunt  oculi,  cor  panditur,    ingeniique 
Altius  evehitur  vigor,  &  divinitus  ardet. 
Has  equidempro  tequaerebam  fedula  dotes; 
Has  fine  te  lperno :  te  participante,  voluptas 
Ridet  amabilius;  parcente,  infuavis,  acerba  eft. 
Tu  pariter,*tu  carpe  lubens;  contingat  utrique 
Sors  eadem ;  quos  junxit  amor,  jam  gaudia  jungant. 
Ni  comedas,  difpar  vitae  nos  dividet  ordo ; 
Sera  Deam  exuere  &  dona  immortalia  pro  te 
Optarim,  cum  lex  fati  immutabilis  obftet. 

Laetius  haec  Eva  arridens:  fed  confcia  furtim 
Tinxerat  ora  lues,  infueto  accenfa  rubore. 

Not  dead,  as  we  are  threaten'd ;    but  henceforth  Tedious  unftiar'd  with  thee,  and  odiouy  foon. 

lndu'd  with  human  voice,  and  human  fenfe,  Thou  therefore  alfo  tafte,   that  equal  lot 

Rcafoning  to  admiration  !  and  with  me  May  join  us,  equal  joy,   as  equal  love: 

Perfuafively  hath  fo  prevail'd,  that  I  Leaft  thou  not  tafting,  difterent  degre« 

Have  alfo  tafted,   and  have  alfo  found  Disjoin  us,  and  I  then  too  late  renounce 

Th1  effe&s  to  correfpond  :  opener  mine  eyes,  Deity  for  thee,  when  fate  will  not  permit. 

Dimerft;  dilated  fpirits,  ampler  heart,  Thus  Eve   with  counfnance  blithe  her  (lorjr 

And  growing  up  to  Godhead:  which  for  thee  told; 

Chiefiy  I  fought;  without  thee  can  defpife  :  But  in  her  cheek  diftemper  flulhing  glow"d. 
For  blifs,  as  thou  haft  part,  to  me  is  blifs; 

Vol.  II.  R  At 
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At  fimul  uxoris  funeftum  crimen  Adamus 
Audiit,  ut  flupuit !  venas  ut  adactus  in  omnes 
Horror  iit,  trepidaque  artus  formidine  folvit ! 
Serta  labante  excuffa  manu,  quas  finxerat  Evas, 
Deciderunt  j  periitque  arentum  effufa  rofarum 
Copia ;  pallidus,  horrefcens,  mutufque  metu  ftat : 
Tum  fecum  tacito  fic  corde  filentia  rumpit: 

O  mundi  decus,  Auctoris  poftrema  facrorum, 
Optimapars  operum!  qua  collucebat  in  una 
Quicquid  divinum  exftiterit,   fandlumque  bonumque, 
Quodque  videndum  oculis  late,  quod  pectore  dulce   * 
Concipiendum,  &  amabile !  Quse  tibi,  quanta  ruina 
Incidit  ah  mifera,  quam  pracipitata  ruina 
Incidit!  ut  tuus  omnis  honos,  ut  forma  receflit! 
O  morti  devota !  Ah  quid  violare  feveram 
Perfuafit  legem,  facrofque  avellere  fructusr' 
Nefcio  quae  diris  certe  fraus  hoftica  lufit 

On  tV  otHer  fide  Adam,  foon  as  he  heard  Of  all  God's  works ;  creature,  in  whom  excell'd 

The  fatal  trefpafs  done  by  Ew,  amaz'd,  Whatever  can  to  fight  or  thought  be  form'd, 

Aftonied  ftood  and  blank ;  while  horrorchill  Holy,  divine,  good,  amiable,  or  fweet! 

Ran  through  his  veins,  and  all  his  joints  relax'd.  How  art  thouloft  !  how  on  afudden  loft, 

From  his  flack  hand  the  garland  wreath'd  for  Defac'd,  deflowVd,  and  now  to  death  jdevote ! 

E-ve  Rather,  how  haft  thou  yielded  to  tranfgrefs 

Down  drop'd,  and  all  the  faded  rofes  fhed :  The  ftrift  forbiddance ;  how  to  violate 

Speechlefs  he  ftood,  and  pale ;  'till  thus  at  length  TKe  facred  fruit  forbidd'n  !    fome  curfed  fraud 

Firft  to  himfelf  he  inward  filence  broke:  Of  eaemyhath  beguil'd  thee,  yet  un-known; 
O  faireft  of  creation  !  laft  and  beft 

Infidiis, 
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Infidiis,  tequc  &  tecum  me  perdidit  una ; 
Nam  certum  eft  tecum  pariter  me  opponere  morti. 
Vivere  enim  fine  te  patiar  ?  placidis-ne  carebo 
Alloquiis?  dulci-ne  avellar  amore  ?  traham-ne 
Defertas  rurfum  nemora  haec  per  inhofpita  luces? 
Quin  aliam  Omnipotens  Evam  fi  finxerit,  ipfe 
Coftam  aliam  dederim,  memori  mihi  peclore  nunquam 
Trifte  tui  defiderium,  tua  dulcis  imago 
Nonunquam  excideret;  minime:  tam  nexibus  arctis, 
Sentio  enim,  natura  potens  cogitque  trahitque ; 
Ipfa  caro  mihi  carne,  ofque  ipfum  ex  ofTe :  perenni 
Nos  vinclo,  quascunque  fiet,  fors  una  ligabit. 

Haec  fatus,  placido  teftans  folatia  vultu 
Reddita,  turbati  triftifiima  pectoris  ultro 
Nubila  agit,  cafufque  omnes  fuperare  ferendo 
Fortior,  alloquitur  diclis  itamollibus  Evam: 

Aufa  grave  heu  facinus,  nimium  temeraria  conjux, 
Qui  triftis  manet  eventus !  tam  facra  tueri 

And  me  with  thee  hath  ruin'd  :  for  wkh  thee  Bone  of  my  bone  thou  art,  andfrom  thy  ftate 

Certain  my  refolutrOn  is  to  die.  Mine  never  fhall  be  parted,  blifs  or  woe. 
How  can  I  live  without  thee  ?  how  forego  So  having  faid,  as  one  from  fad  difmay 

Thy  fweet  converfe,  anJ  love,  fo  dearly  join'd,  Re-comforted,  and  after  thoughts  difturb'd, 

To  live  again  in  thefe  wild  woods  forlorn?  Submitting  to  what  feem'd  remedilefs, 

Should  God  create  another  E-ve,  and  I  Thus  in  calm  moodhis  words  to  Eve  heturn'd: 
Another  rib  affbrd ,  yet  lofs  of  thee  Bold  deed  thou  haft  prefum'd,  advent'rous  Eve  ! 

Would  never  from  my  heart  j  no,  no :  I  feel  And  peril  great  provok'd,  who  thus  hait  dar'd. 


The  link  of  nature  draw  me  :  flefl)  of  flefli, 
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Velle  oculis  nulla  violanda  cupidine  poma, 
Sacra  fami,  vetitum :  fed  longe  immanius  ultro 
Contrectaffe  manu,  &  morfu  laefiffe  nefando. 
Quis  vero  femel  elapfum   revocare,  patratum 
Quis  vi  ulla  poterit  diffingere  ?  non  Deus  ipfe 
Omnipotens,  non  Fatum.    At  nec  morieris,  opinor; 
Fors  hodie  minus  eft  crimen ;   fors  polluit  ante 
Poma  draco,  morfu  fcedavit  facra  profano 
Munera,  communefque  magis  patefecit  in  ufiis. 
Nec  modo  depafto  lethum  peperere  draconi; 
Vivit  adhuc,  memoras,  vivit  melioribus  ufus 
Fortunis,  par  ipfe  homini:   guftare  quod  ultro 
Suaferit,  ut  gradibus  pariter  furgamus  eifdem, 
Semideumque  asvo  potiamur,  forte  Deorum. 
Credere  nec  fas  eft,  fit  quamvis  dira  minatus, 
Prudentem  mundi  Au&orem  tam  peclore  faevo 
Nos  tandem,  virtutem  operum  floremque  fuorum, 
Sic  turbaturum,  nos  reges  omnia  fupra 

Had  it  been  only  coveting  to  eye  Lives,  as  thou  faid'ft;  and  gains  to  live  as  maiii 

That  facredfruit:  facred  to  abftinence ;  Higher  degree  oflife:  inducement  ftrong 

Much  more  to  tafte  it,  under  bann  to  touch.  To  us,  as  likely  tafting  to  attain 

But  paft  who  can  re-call,  or  done  un-do?  Proportional  afcent;  which  cannot  be 

Not  God  Omnipotent,  nor  Fate.   Yet  fo  But  to  be  Gods,  or  Angels,  Demi-gods. 

Perhaps  thou  fhalt  not  die,  perhaps  the  faft  Nor  can  I  think  that  God,   Creator  wife, 

Is  not  fo  heinous  now,  fore-tafted  fruit,  Though  threatning,  will  in  earneft  fo  deftroy 
Profan'd  firft  by  the  ferpent,  by  him  firft               .    Us  his  prime  creatures,  dignifyM  fo  high, 
Made  common  and  un-hallow'd,  e'er  our  tafte:      Set  over  all  his  works  ;  which  in  our  fall, 
Nor  yet  on  him  found  deadly ;  he  yet  livcs ;. 

Ufque 
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Ufque  adco  evcctos?  noftros  haec  omnia  in  ufus 

Condidit,  cx  nobis  pcndentia:   lapfa  peribunt 

Nobifcum,  fimiliquc  cadcnt  avolfa  ruina. 

Ergo  fuae  monumenta  manus  Deus  impete  caeco 

Deleat,  aedificet,  ruat,  effundatque  laborem  ? 

Non  ita  :     cedo  equidem  bene  numine  reddere  poffe 

Diruta :  nos  vero  immani  delere  ruina 

Noluerit  certe;  ne  clamitet  improbus  hoftis 

Infultans,  en  quam  fors  lubrica  contigit  illis 

Queis  Deus  eft  fautor !  fluxi  diuturna  favoris 

Dona  quis  obtineat  ?  me  primum  perdidit  amens,. 

Nunc  genus  humanum ;  quem  deinde  ?    An  fcilicet  hofti 

Materies  ea  ludibrii  risufque  patebit  ? 

Quicquid  erit,  tibi  participem  me  fortis  habebis : 

Stat  cafus  perferre  pares ;  te  namque  perempta. 

Mors  mihi  munus  erit :  validis  ita  copula  vinclis 

Naturae  obftringit,  meque  ad  mea  ducit  agitque. 

For  us  created,  needs  with  us  muft  faU,  He  nnVd  ;    now     raankind :     whom  will   he- 

Dependent  made :  fo  God  ihall  un-create,  next  ? 

Be  fruftrate,  do,  un-do,  and  labor  lofe ;  Matter  of  fcorn,  not  to  be  giv'n  the  foe. 

Not  well  conceiv'd  of  God  :  who  (tho'  his  pow'r  However  I  with  thee  have  fix'd  my  lot, 

Creation  could  repeat)  yet  would  be  loth  Certain  to  undergo  like  doom:   if  death 

Us  to  abolifti ;  left  the  adverfary  Confort  with  thee,  death  is  to  me  as  life  : 

Triumph    and    fay:     Fickle   their    ftate  whom  So  forcible  within  my  heart  I  feel 

God  The  bond  of  nature  draw  me  to  my  own, 

"Moft  favors !  who  can  pleafe  him  long  ?   me  My  own  in  thee  I  for  what  thou  art  is  mine : 

firft 

Me 
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Me  penes  omne  tuum  eft ;  fatis  tibi  ne&or  eifdem 
Una  eademque  caro;  pereas,  peream  ipfe  neceffe  eft. 

Tum  fic  Eva  refert :  6  fidi  pe&oris  ingens 
Indicium,  egregii  praclarum  exemplar  amoris ! 
Quantum  imitari  aveo :  fed  quo  faftigia  tanta 
Afcendam  nifu,  longe  tibi  viribus  impar, 
Cui  me  ortam  dulci  latere  haud  ingloria  jadlo? 
At  juvat  accepifle  tui  narrantis  ab  ore, 
Quam  corde  unanimi  mecum,  quam  pectore  toto 
Jungeris :  hoc  teftata  dics  hodierna  fatendo 
Te  certum,  prius  eximios  quam  folvat  amores 
Mors  gravis,  (aut  gravius  fi  quidquam  morte  fuperfit) 
Fata  fubire  eadem  noxaque  involvier  una ; 
Hos  fi  noxa  fiet  tam  dulces  carpere  fructus ; 
Quorum  adeo  virtute  (bono  manare  neceffe  eft 
Ufque  bonum)  fpectata  fides  tua  luce  refulget 
Splendidiore  patens,  &  clarior  ardor  amoris. 

Our  ftate  can  not  be  fever'd  ;  we  are  one,  This  day  affbrds ;  declaring  thee  refolv'd, 

One  flefti ;   to  lofe  thee  were  to  lofe  my  felf.  Rather   than  death,     or  ought  than  death  more 

So  Adam :  and  thus  E<ve  to  him  reply'd  :  dread, 

O  glorious  trial  of  exceeding  love,  Shall  feparate  us,  Iink'd  in  love  fo  dear, 

Illuftrious  evidence,  example  high,  To  undergo  with  me  one  guilt,  one  crime, 

Engaging  me  to  emulate:   but  (hort  If  any  be,  of  tafting  this  fair  fruit : 

Of  thy  perfe&ion,  how  fhall  I  attain,  Whofe  virtue  (for  of  good  ftill  good  proceeds, 

Jldam  ?  from  whofe  dear  fide  I  boaft  me  fprung  ;  Direft,  or  by  occafion)  hath  prefented 

And  gladly  of  our  union  hear  thee  fpeak  This  happy  trial  of  thy  love ;  which  elfe 
One  heart,  one  foul  in  both !  whereof  good  proof 

At 
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At  lcthi  iftius,  quod  faepe  audivimus  aufa 
Noftra  fecuturum,    pcnitus  nifi  rercr  inanes 
Efle  minas ;   fine  te,  fuerit  quodcunque,  fubirem 
Pondus  fola  mali :  mallem  deferta  perire, 
Quam  tibi  perfuafifle  tuae  contraria  paci ; 
Praecipue  quum  tanti  hodie  mihi  pignus  amorfs 
Praeftiteris,  nufquam  aequiparandi  pignus  amoris. 
At  mihi  longe  aliter  ceflit :  pro  morte,  animae  vis 
Audla,  oculi  expanfi ;  fpes  altera  &  altera  furgunt 
Gaudia,    divinufque  fapor,  difcrimine  magno 
Exfuperans,  quaecunque  olim  mihi  nota  voluptas, 
Ergo  fuo  tibi  jam  conjux  perfuadeat  ufu 
Corripere,  ac  ventis  lethi  mandare  timorem. 

Compreflit  vocem  mulier,  dulcique  maritum 
Amplexu  fovet,  &  teneras  per  gaudia  mifcet 
Lacrimulas,  fecum  exultans  quod  fafliis  amores 
llle  ita  divinos  auderet  conjugis  ergo 
Se  lethoque  ojfferre,  Deique  interritus  ira% 


So  eminently  never  had  been  known. 
Were  it  I  thought  death  menac'd  would  enfue 
This  my  attempt,   I  would  fuftain  alone 
The  worft,  and  not  perfnade  thee  ;  rather  die 
Deferted,  than  oblige  thee  with  a  fail 
Pernicious  to  thy  peace;  chiefly,  affured 
Remarkably  fo  late  of  thy  fo  true, 
So  faithful  love  un-equal'd.      But  I  feel 
Far  otherwife  th'  event,  not  death,  but  life 


Augmented ;  open'd  eyes,  new  hopes,  new  joys ; 
Tafte  fo  divine  !  that  what  of  fweet  before 
Hath  touch'd  my  fenfe,flat  feems  to  this,and  harih, 
On  my  experience,  Adam,    freely  tafte, 
And  fear  of  death  deliver  to  the  winds. 

So  faying,  fhe  embrac'd  him,  and  for  joy 
Tenderly  wept;  much  won,  that  he  his  love 
Had  fo  en-nobled,  as  of  choice  t'incur 
Bivine  difpleafure  for  her  fake,  or  death. 


Ipfa 
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Ipfa  dehinc  (turpi  obfequio  digniflima  merces) 
Munifica  nimium  dextra.  ridentia  poma 
Porrigit :  ille  accepta  cito  confumere  morfu 
Nil  dubitat,  meliora  videns,  muliebribus  ictus 
Fortius  illecebris,  mollique  abreptus  amore. 
Terra  iterum  per  vifcera  contremit  ima ;  recentem 
Dat  gemitum  natura ;  profunda  tonitrua  mifcens 
Obdudlum  picea  coelum  caligine  raras 
Demifit  guttas,  numeros  dum  plenius  omnes 
Perficeret  noxae  humanae  lethalis  origo. 
At  frudlum  interea  malefanae  mentis  Adamus 
Deglutire  avidus  pergit;  facinufque  pera&um 
Protinus  Eva  iterat,  fociis  mulcere  mariti 
Corda  volens  epulis ;  dum  tandem  accendier  acres 
Incipiunt,  tanquam  mufto  inflammante  maderent ; 
Lastitiaque  natare  ambo  &  fentire  videntur 
JEthereas  intra  innafci  divinitus  alas, 
Queis  terram  audentes  fpernant.    Mendacia  poma 

in  recompenfe  (for  fuch  compliance  bad  Wept,  at  compleating  of  the  mortal  fin 

Such  recompenfe  beft  merits)  from  the  bough  Original !  while  Adam  took  no  thought, 

She  gave  him  of  that  fair  inticing  fruit,  Eating  his  fill ;   nor  Eve  to  iterate 

With  liberal  hand  :  he  fcrupled  not  to  eat,  Her  former  trefpafs  fear'd ;   the  more  to  footh 

Againft  his  better  knowledge ;  not  deceiv"d,  Him  with  her  lov'd  fociety  :  that  now, 

But  fondly  overcome  with  female  charm.  As  with  new  wine  intoxicated  both, 

Earth  trembled  from  her  entrails,  as  again  They  fwim  in  mirth,  and  fancy  that  they  fecl 

ln  pangs  ;  and  nature  gave  a  fecond  groan:  Divinity  within  them  breeding  wings, 

Sky  lowr'd,  and  mutt'ring  thunder;fome  fad  drops     Wherewith  to  fcorn  the  earth.  But  that  falfe  fruit 

Longe 
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Longc  aliam  vim  partiiriunt,  flammafque  miniftrant 
Indccores  :  oculis  pctulantibus  illc  tuctur 
Uxorem  alliciens ;   ncc  fccius  illa  rctorquet 
Blanditias :  utrinque  ferox  geminata  libido 
iEftuat ;   &  diclis  ftimulans  vir  talibus  Evam 
Lafcivos  agit  ad  lufus  atque  incitat  ultro: 

Scilicct  egregic,  conjux,  fapis ;  eft  tibi  acumen 
Haud  tenue,  ingeniumque,  datur  quod  jure  palato, 
Quandoquidem  fapor  eft  fenfu  fubtilis  in  omni. 
Hinc  merita  te  laude  fequor,  quae  gnara  parafti 
Tam  lautas  hodie  fruges.    En  gaudia  quanta 
Perdidimus,  laetae  fugientes  munera  plantas, 
Tanquam  hebetes  tardique  animi,  verique  faporis 
Ignari.     Sic  fi  juvet  interdicta  voluptas, 
Haec  utinam  non  fola  adeo  interdicta  fuiflet. 
Ergo  age,  jucundisdapibusjam  membrarefedi 
Ludamus ;  neque  enim  tantum  mihi  corda  venuftas, 


Far  other  operation  lirft  dif-play'd, 
Carnal  defire-in-flaming,  he  onEve 
Began  to  cail  lafcivious  eyes ;   fhe  him 
As  wantonly  repaid  ;    in  luft  they  burn : 
'Till  Adam  thus  'gan  Ew  to  dalliance  rnove: 

E-jc  .'  now  I  fee  thou  art  exaft  of  tafte, 
And  elegant,  of  fapience  no  fmall  part; 
Since  to  each  meaning  favor  we  apply, 
And  palate  call  judicious:  I  the  praife 


Vield  thee,  fo  well  this  day  thou  haft  purvey'd. 
Much  pleafure  we  have  loft,  while  we  abftaind 
From  this  delightfal  fruit,  nor  known  'till  now 
True  reliih,  tafting  :   if  fuch  pleafure  be 
In  things  to  us  forbidd'n,  it  might  be  wifh'd, 
For  this  one  tree  had  been  forbidden  ten. 
But  come,  fo  well  refreflVd,  now  let  us  play, 
As  meet  is,  after  fuch  delicious  fare  : 
For  never  did  thy  beauty,  fince  the  day 
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Ex  quo  te  primum  afpexi  propriamque  dicavi 
Dotibus  ornatam  innumeris,  perculfa  fubegit; 
Haud  unquam  fimili  tentante  cupidine  pe&us 
Exarfi ;  tales  divina  haec  arbor  honores 
Afflavit,  tantum  egregio  decus  addidit  ori. 

Dixerat :  &  faciles  nutus  dulcefque  vibrabat 
Illecebras,  Evse  bene  cognita  figna,  protervo 
Jaclanti  ex  oculo  mollis  contagia  flammae. 
Tum  dextram  rapit,  umbrofseque  ad  gramina  ripae, 
Quam  fuper  intextas  frondis  laqueare  pependit, 
Perduxit  minime  invitam.    Stravere  cubile 
Multiplices  florum  fpecies,  dulcifque  Hyacinthus, 
Afphodelufque,  Iris,  Viohe  genus  omne ;  recentem. 
Pandit  humo  viridante  iinum  molliffima  tellus» 
Hic  faturo  excipiunt  perfufi  peclore  amoris 
DeUcias,  noxas  pignus  communis,  &  ipfas 
Solamen  ->  fopor  obrepens  dum  corpora  fefia 
Rofcidus  opprimeret  tenero  languentia  lufu. 


I  faw  thee  fiift,  and  wedded  thee,  adom'd 
With  ali  perfedion,  fo  in-fiame  my  fenfe 
With  ardor  to  enjoy  thee ;  fairer  now 
Than  ever;  bounty  of  this  virtuous  tree! 

So  faid  he;  and  forbore  not  glance  or  toy 
Of  amorous  intent ;  well  underftood 
Of  Eve,  whofe  eye  darted  contagious  fire. 
Her  hand  he  feiz'd,  and  to  a  fhady  bank, 
Thick  over-head  with  verdant  roof  imbowr'd} 


He  led  her  nothing  loth  j  flow'rs  were  the  couck, 
Panfies,  and  violets,   and  afphodel, 
And  hyacinth,  earth's  frelheft  fofteft  lap. 
There  they  their  fill  of  love,   and  love's  difport 
Took  largely  ;  of  their  mutual  guilt  the  feal, 
The  folace  of  their  fln  :  'till  dewy  fleep 
Opprefs'd  theni,    weary'd   with  their   amorou» 
play. 

Aft 
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Aft  ubi  fallacis  pomi  jam  cvanuit  omnis 
Spiritus  ille,   hilari  qui  corda  clata  vapore 
Excierat,  fenfufque  animorum  eluferat  imos; 
Craflior  8c  ceiTit  fumis  fopor  ortus  iniquis, 
Confcia  quem  mifere  turbarant  fomnia,  furgunt 
Attoniti ;  namque  inde  quies  data  nulla :   viciilim 
Se  contemplati,  qualis,  fenfere,  pateret 
Lux  oculis,  quantaeque  hebetarent  corda  tenebrae. 
Integra  fimplicitas,  quae  veli  umbraverat  inftar 
Hactenus,   &  vitium  ex  oculis  deforme  remorat, 
Fugit ;  confcia  vis  re&i  nativa,  decufque 
Ingenuum  fugere ;  animi  fiducia  vera 
Deftituit  nudos  prorfum,  opprobrioque  patentes. 
Tegminajam  parat;  opprobrio  dant  tegmina  lucem. 
Qualis  ubi  gremio  nimium  meretricis  amatae 
Surrexit  Dalilae  veterum  fortiflimus  Heros, 
Viribus  exutus ;  tales,  virtutis  honore 

Soon  as  the  force  of  that  fallacious  fruit,  Had    fhadow'd   them    from    knowing  ill,    was 
That  with  exhilarating  vaporbland  gone  ; 

About  their  fpirits  had  plaid,  and  inmoft  pow'rs  Juft  conlidence  and  native  righteoufnefs, 

Made  err,  was  now  exhal'd;  and  grofler  fleep,  And  honor  from  about  them :   naked  left 

Bred  of  unkindiy  fumes,  with  confcious  dreams  To  guilty  fhame.  He  cover'd;   but  his  robe 

Incumber"d,   now  had  left  them  ;  up  they  rofe  Uncover'd  more  :  fo  rofe  the  Danite  ftrong, 

As  from  un-reft :   and  each  the  other  viewing,  Herculean  Sampfon,  from  the  harlot-lap 

Soon   found   their  eyes  how    open'd,    and  their  Of  Philijiean  Dalilah ;  and  wak'd 

minds  Shorn  of  his-ftrength:  they  deftitute  and  bare 
How  darken'd!  Innocenee,  that,  (as  a  vefl) 

S  2  Hi 
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Hi  nudi  patuere:  obtutu  lumina  in  uno 

Defixi  terra  longum  obftupuere  filentes : 

Dum  tandem,  minus  haud  quanquam  conterritus  Eva, 

Ilas  multum  obnixus  voces  vix  haurit  Adamus : 

Ifte  tuas,  conjux,  infaufto  tempore  vermis 
Aures  pellexit,  didicit  quocunque  magiftro 
Mentiri  vocem  humanam;  qua;  pectora  noftra 
Spe  vana  meliorum  animans,  nimis  omine  vero 
In  nova  mutandam  cecinit  miracula  fortem. 
Clarior  hinc  certe  fe  lux  infundit  apertis 
Luminibus ;  conftat  liquido  natura  malique 
Atque  boni;  hoc  periifte,  illud  fuccedere  nobis 
Conftat.     Proh  miferi  foecunda  fcientia  luctus! 
Si  linquat  nudos  adeo  atque  omatibus  altis 
Orbatos,  rapto  decore,    integritate,  fideque ; 
Inque  vicem  opprobrii  maculofa  infignia  praeftet, 
Diiilmilefque  fui  flagrante  libidine  vultus 
Induat ;  unde  mala  agglomerant,  &  dedecus  horrens 

Of  all  their  virtue  :   filent,  and  in  face  Open'd  we  firtd  indeed,  and  find  we  know 

Confounded,   long  they  fat,   as  ftrucken  mute :  Both  good  and  evil ;    good  loft,  and  evil  got. 

'Till  Adam,  though  no  lefs  than  Eve  abaftfd,  Bad  fruit  of  knowledge,  if  this  be  to  know, 

At  length  gave  utterance   to  thefe-  words   con-  Which  leaves  us  naked  thus,   of  honor  void, 

ftrain'd ;  Of  innocence,  of  faith,  of  purity, 

O  E-ve  .'  in  evil  hour  thou  didft  give  ear  (Our  wonted  ornaments,)  now  foil'd,  and  ftain"d ; 

To  that  falfe  worm,  of  whomfoever  taught  And  in  our  faces  evident  the  figns 

To  counterfeit  man's  voice;  true  in  our  fall,  Of  fcul  concupifcence ;  whence  evil  ftoie; 
falfe  Ln  our  promis'd  riiing :   fmce  our  eyes 

Ex,- 
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Extrcmum  fubit,   atquc  agmen  miferabilc  claudit. 
Quo  tandem  vultu  radiantia  Numinis  ora 
Afpiciam,  aut  faciem  cctlo  vcnientis  Amici, 
Noftri  delicias  totics  &  gaudia  visus  ? 
TEthereum  jubar  ac  divinae  gloria  lucis 
Hoc  radiis  mortale  premet,  fulgore  corufco 
Obruet  attonitum.    Quam  vellem  per  loca  latc 
Deferta  obfcuro  celari  inglorius  asvo 
Seceflii  procul  in  tacito,  qua  defuper  atrum 
Incumbit  nemus,  horrentique  cacumine  noctem 
Perpetuam  inducit.    Vos  6  diffundite,  pinus, 
Ingentem  ramorum  umbram,  diffundite  cedri 
Aeriae:  fugiamque  ftellas  &  lumina  folis. 
Aft  age,  quasrendum,  paclo  quo  membra  viciilim 
Illa  decora  minus  nigrifque  expofta  tegamus 
Opprobriis :  folia  amplicomas  fcrutemur  in  hortis 
Arboris,  ut  lumbos  late  confuta  recondant; 

Ev'n  fhame,  the  laft  of  evils  ;  of  the  firft  And  brown  as  evening  !  Cover  me,  ye  pines  ! 

Be  fure  then.    How  fhall  I  behold  the  face  Ye  cedars,  with  innumerable  boughs 

Henceforth  of  God.or  Angel,  erft  with  joy  Hide  me,  where  I  may  never  fee  them  more  ! 

And  rapture  fo  oft  beheld?  thofe  heav'nly  fhapes  But,  let  us  now,   as  in  bad  plight,  devife 

Will  dazzle  now  this  earthly,  with  their  blaze  What  beft  may  for  the  prefent  ferve  to  hide 

Ir.fufferably  bright.     O  !    might  I  here  The  parts  of  each  from  other,  that  feem  moft. 

In  folitude  live  favage  ;  in  fome  glade  To  fhame  obnoxious,  and  unfeemlieft  feen. 

Obfcur'd,  where  higheft  woods  (impenetrable  Some  tree,    whofe  broad  fmooth  leaves  together 
To    ftar,    or  fun-light)    fpread    their  umbrage  fow'd, 

i>road,  And  girded  on  our  loins,  maycover  round 

Ne 
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Ne  fedem  fortaffe  iftam  ingratiilimus  hofpes 
Dedecus  arripiat,  ftimulifque  laceffat  amaris. 

Ille  ita  confuluit :  nemora  ingrediuntur  uterque 
Protinus,  arboribus  fpiflis  laetiilima:  flcum 
Continuo  ante  alias  capiunt,  non  fertile  pomis 
Uberibus  genus,  aft  hodie  quod  fole  peruftae 
Gangaridum  genti  Malabris  laetiilima  in  oris 
Brachia  protendit ;  cui  germina  viva  vigefcunt 
In  terram  deflexa,  novis  radicibus  a&is ; 
Et  circa  ingentem  foboles  denfiilima  matrem 
Frondiferos  ftatuunt  arcus  viridefque  columnas : 
Callibus  ingeminat  fectis  reparabilis  Echo. 
Indus  ibi  folis  flamma  torrente  bubulcus 
Armentum  fervat  pafcens,  jucundaque  captat 
Frigora  per  nigram  fpatiis  lucentibus  umbram. 
Has  carpfere  comas,  quae  fingula  panditur  amplae 
Inftar  Amazonidum  peltas,  artificique  labore 

Thofe  middle  parts ;  triat  this  new-comer,  fhame,  About  the  mother  tree ;   a  pillar'd  fhade 

There  fit  not,  and  reproach  us  as  unclean.  High  over-arch'd,  and  echoingwalks  between : 

So  counfeVd  he,  and  both  together  went  There  oft  the  Indian  herdfman  fhunning  heat, 

Into  the  thickeft  wood:   there  foon  they  chofe  Shelters  in  cool,  and  tends  his  pafturing  herds 

The  fig-tree  :  not  tha:  kind  for  fruit  renown'd  :  At   loop-holes  cut  thro' thickeft  ihade.      Thofe 
But  fuch  as  at  this  day  (to  Indiam  known  leaves 

In  Malabar,  or  Decan)  fpreads  her  arms  They  gather'd,  broad  as  Amazonian  targe: 

Branching  fo  broad  and  long,  that  in  the  ground  And,  with  what  fkill  they  had,    together  fow'd, 
1  he  bended  twigs  take  root,  and  daughters  grow 

Con- 
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Confutas  mcdiis  vclamcn  mollc  parabant 
Corporibus;   fruftra  indutum,  nec  turpia  celans 
Crimina,  ncc  trifte  opprobrium ;   velamcn  honori 
Quam  difpar  nudo,  purae  intcgritatis  honori! 
Sic  medium  incinclos  plumarum  tegmine  corpus 
Caetera  palantes  nudos,  fine  more,  reperti 
Miratus  mundi  indigenas  errare  Columbus 
Littora  per  nemorofa  inclufofque  aequore  faltus. 
Ifto  partem  aliquam  velo  fe  involvere  credunt 
Opprobrii;  caruere  animi  fed  pace  ferena: 
Tum  federe  folo,  lacrimarumque  imbribus  ora 
Humectant ;  quin  ima  agitant  immane  procellas 
Peclora,  vefanis  diftra&a  affectibus  :  intus 
Ira,  odiumque  ferox,  &  vani  plena  timoris 
Sufpicio,  miferafque  quatit  difcordia  mentes, 
Tranquillas  nuper  fedes,  nunc  turbine  verfas 
Prascipiti.  Sed  enim  aethereae  vis  purior  aurae 
Succubuit,  necjam  rationis  lora  voluntas 

To  gird  their  waift ;  vain  covering,  if  to  hide  They  fat  them  down  to  weep.  Not  only  tears 

Their  guilt,  and  dreaded  (hame  !  O  !  how  unlike  Rain'd  at  their  eyes ;    but   high  winds   worfe 
To  that  firft  naked  glory  !  fuch  of  late  within 

Columbus  found  lYCAmerican,    fo  girt  Began  to  rife,  high  paffions,  anger,  hate, 

With  feather'd  cinclure ;  naked  elfe  and  wild  Miftruft,  fufpicion,  difcord,  and  fliook  fore 

Among  the  trees,  on  ifles,  and  woody  (hores.  Their  inward  ftate  of  mind  ;  calm  region  once, 

Thus  fenc'd,  and,  as  they  thought,  their  fhame  in  And  full  ofpeace;  now  toft,  and  turbulent! 

part  For  underftanding  rul'd  not ;  and  the  will 

Cover'd,  but  not  at  reft  or  eafe  of  mind,  Heard  not  her  lore  ;  but  in  fubje&ion  now 

Audiit ; 
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Audiit;   &  dominae  contempto  jure,  triumphans 
Saevior,  imperium  fibi  vendicat  atra  libido. 
Deinde  Evam  aggreffus,  turbato  pe&ore,  Adamus, 
Heu  quantum  a  laeto  vultum  mutatus  Adimo 
Verbaque,  iic  trepidans  di&a  intermiffa  retentat : 

O  fi  confiliis,  mulier,  precibufque  mariti 
Blanda  aufcultafles,  mecum  contenta  morari, 
Cum  te  nefcio  quae  traheret  nova  mane  libido 
Errandi:  fic  dulcis  adhuc  fortuna  bearat, 
Nec  miferis  omnique  bono  haec  opprobria  nudis 
Inciderant.    Fidei  hinc  nemo  tentairiina  quaerat : 
Si  ftudio  flagrante  fldem  quis  inanius  optet 
Spe&ari,  jam  tum  virtus  labefa&a  vacillat. 

Cui  deinde  indignans  culpari  fponfa  remiiit : 
Crudelis!  quae  verba  tuis  abiere  labellis? 
Idne  mihi  vitio  vertis  ?  mea  fola  libido 
Errandi,  narras,  peperit,  quod  nec  minus  ipfo 

To  fenfual  appetite,  who  from  beneath  RemairTd  ftill  happy ;  not  as  now  defpoil'd 

Ufurping  over  fov'reign  reafon  claim'd  Of  all  our  good;  fham'd,  naked,  miferable. 

Superior  fway.   from  thus  diftemper'd  breaft,  Let  none  henceforth   feek  needlefs  caufe  t'  ap- 
ddam,  eftrang'd  in  look,  and  alter'd  ftyle,  prove 

Speech  intermitted  thus  to  Evc  renew'd.  The  faith  they  owe:  when  earneftly  they  feek 

Would  thou  hadft  hearken'd  to  my  words,  and  Such  proof,  conclude,  they  then  begin  to  fail. 
ftay'd  To  whom,   foon  mov'd  with  touch  of  blame, 

With  me,  as  I  befought  thee,  when  that  ftrange  thus  Eie. 

Defire  of  wand'ring,  this  unhappy  morn,  What  words  have  pafs'd  thy  lips,  Adam  fevere  ! 

I  know  not  whence  polTefs'd  thee  !  we  had  then  Imput'ft  thou  that  to  my  default,  or-will 

Te 
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Tc  coram,   tibi  idcm  quod  fbrs  cvcncrat  ipfi : 
Sin  ctiam  adfueras,   nihil  in  ferpcntc  dolofum 
Scnfrfles,  talem  fi  fuderat  ore  loquelam. 
Nulla  inimicitiae  fuberat  cum  caufi,  mali  quid 
Immeritae  mihi  moliri?  nunquam-ne  fuiffet 
Faslatere  abfceflirTe  tuo?  quin  femper,  ut  olim, 
Concreram  tibi  juncla,  alicnis  concita  nervis  ? 
At  tu  debucras  dominus  fraenaffe  minorem 
Imperiis,  faltem  fi  tanta  pericula  noras 
ExpectafTe  aufum  imprudens.     Sed  prava  roganti 
Te  nimium  facilemque  dabas  ultroque  finentem. 
Sin  firmus  contra  obftiteras,  temeraria  noxa 
Nec  mihi,  nec  tibimet  mecum,  commifTa  fuiflet. 

Olli,  tum  primum  incenfus,  refpondit  Adamus : 
Hic  amor  ?  hos-ne  mei  fru&us  mihi  reddis  amoris, 
Quo  te  poft  miferam,  conjux  ingrata,  ruinam 
Ufque  amplexus  eram,  tecum  una  occumbere  laetus  ? 

Of  wand'ring  (as  thou  calfft  it)  which,who  knows  Command  me  abfolutely  not  to  go, 

But  might  as  ill  have  happen'd  thou  being  by ;  Going  into  fuch  danger,  as  thou  faid'ft  ? 

Or  to  thy  felf  perhaps :  hadft  thou  been  there,  Too  facil  then,  thou  didft  not  much  gain-fav; 

Or  here  th' attempt,  thou  could'ft  not  have  dif-  Nay,  didft  permit,  approve,  and  fair  difmifs. 

cern'd  Hadft  thou  been  firm,  and  fix'd  in  thy  diflent,  - 

Fraudin  theferpent,  fpeaking  as  he  fpake;  Neither  had  I  trangrefs'd,  nor  thou  with  me. 
No  ground  of  enmity  between  us  known,  To  whom,  then  firft  incens'd,  Adam  reply'd  : 

Why  he  Ihould  mean  me  ill,  or  feek  to  harm?  Is  this  the  love,  is  this  the  recompenfe 

Was  I  to  have  never  parted  from  thy  fide  ?  Of  mine  to  thee,  ingrateful  Eiie  !   expreft 

As  good  have  grown  there  ftill  a  lifelefs  rib  !  Immutable,  when  thou  wert  loft,  not  I ; 
Being  as  I  am,  why  didft  not  thou,  the  head. 

Vol.  II.  T  Cum 
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ManfifTent  mihi,  fi  libitum,  immortalia  vitae 
Gaudia.  Me  tandem  opprobriis  inimica  laceffis, 
Auctoremque  tuae  clamas  caufamque  ruinse  ? 
Ergo  te  imperii  fraeno  leviore  tenebam : 
Quid  poteram  majus  ?  monui  advertique,  periclum 
Pradixi,  &  tacitum  fraudes  qui  nexuit  hoftem. 
Haec  ultra  quid  erat  fine  vi  ?  fed  libera  prorfus 
Noftra  viget,  vique  haud  ulla  cohibenda  voluntas. 
At  te  furripuit  vanae  fiducia  mentis, 
Aut  fecura  mali,  aut  fpectari  infignius  ardens 
Adverfis :  errabam  egomet,  dum  teque  tuamque 
Virtutem  indignis  cumularem  laudibus  amens, 
Pe&oraque,  ut  rebar,  non  ulli  obnoxia  telo. 
Ifte  adeo  miferum  in  crimen  me  perpulit  error, 
Tuque  reum  infimulas.     En  hsec  fortuna  fequetur 
Illum,  quifquis  erit,  meritis  muliebribus  olim 
Qui  fidens  totas  dilectae  effundet  habenas : 

Who  might  have  liv'd,  and  joy^d  immortal  blifs  :  Either  to  meet  no  danger,  or  to  find 

Yet  willingly  chofe  rather  death  with  thee.  Matter  of  glorious  trial.     And  perhaps 

And  am  I  now  upbraided,  as  the  caufe  I  alfo  err'd,   in  over-much  admiring 

Of  thy  tranfgrefling  ? — not  enough  fevere,  What  feem'd  in  thee  fo  perfeft,   that  I  thought 

It  feems,  in  my  reftraint ! — what  could  I  more  ?  No  evil  durit  attempt  thee :  but  I  rue 

I  warn'd  thee,  I  admonifiVd  thee  ;  foretold  That  error  now,  which  is  become  my  crime  ; 

The  danger,  and  the  lurking  enemy  And  thou  th' accufer ! — Thus  it  ftiall  befall 

That  lay  in  wait :  beyond  this,  had  been  force  ;  Him,  who  to  worth  in  women  over-trufting, 

And  force  upon  free-will  hath  here  no  place.  Lets  her  will  rule  :  reftraint  Ihe  will  not  broolc; 

But  confidence  then  bore  thee  on;   fecure 

Jnde 
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Indc  coerccri  impatiens  &  lcgc  foluta 
Si  ruat  in  praeccps  malcfano  concita  curfu, 
Ipfa  viri  nimios  prima  increpitabit  amorcs. 
Sic  ambo  incaffum  linguas  acuere  feveras 
Alter  in  alterius  facinus ;  fua  mittit  uterque 
Crimina:  nec  requies  vanis  nec  meta  querelis. 

And  left  to  herfelf,  if  evil  thence  enfue,  The  fruitlefs  hours;  butneither  felf-fonHrm 

She  firll  his  weak  indulgence  will  accufe.  And  of  their  vain  conteil  appea;  d  no  etd. 

Thus  they  in  mutual  accufation  fpent 


Finis  Libri  Noni. 
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HOrrendum  interea  facinus,  quod  corde  maligno 
Jam  Satanas  Paradifo  admiferat,  utque  labantem 
Ipfa  Evam  ferpentis  imagine,  deinde  maritum 
Eva  adeo  impulerat  fragilem  decerpere  fru&us 
Lethales,  notum  in  coelo.     Quid  fallat  ubique 
Exfpatiantem  oculum,  penetrantemque  omnia  mentem  ? 
Ille  opere  egregie  fapiens  &  juftus  in  omni 
Abnuit  haud  Satanae  verfutae  fraudibus  artis 
Pertentare  hominem,  quem  pecloris  integra  virtus 
Muniit,  ac  vinclis  nullis  conftridta  voluntas, 
Quantum  ipfi  fat  erat  penitus  vidiffe,  repulfumque 
Aut  hoftis  fuperare  dolum,  aut  mendacis  amici. 

PARADISE    LOST. 

B  o  o  k     X. 


MEan-while  the  hainous  and  defpiteful  att  Of  God  all-feeing,  or  deceive  his  hearr. 

Of  Satan,  done  in  paradife,  and  how  Omnifcient  ?    who   in  all  things  wife  and  juft, 

He,  in  the  ferpent,  had  perverted  Eve,  Hinder'd  not  Satan  to  attempt  the  mind 

Her  huftand  flie,  to  tafte  the  fatal  fruit,  Of  man ;  with  ftrength  entire,  and  free-will  arm'd  ; 

Was  known  in  heav'n  :    for  what  can  'fcape  the  Complete  to  have  difcover'd,   and  repuls'd 

eye  Whatever  wiles  of  ioe,  or  feeming  friend. 

Namque 
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Namque  6c  adhuc  norant,  &jam  mcminifle  fidclcs 
Dcbuerant  voccm  auguftam,  quas  parcerc  fructu 
Juflerat,  id  quifquis  dcmum  pcrfuafcrit  auclor. 
Voce  luunt  fpreta.  pcenas,  vitiique  fcracis 
Multiplicis  triftem  nimium  meruere  ruinam. 
Ilicct  ad  coelum  Paradifi  ab  limite  raptim 
jEtherii  properant  vigiles,  de  forte  dolentes 
Humana,  mutique;  hominis  fors  quippe  novata 
Illos  haud  latuit,  mirantes  plurima  quanam 
Arte  aditum  infinuans  fic  furtin»  irrepferat  hoftis 
Subdolus.    At  fuperas  fimul  illastabilis  arces 
Nuntius  advenit,  divi  ftant  mentibus  omnes 
Sollicitis :  nec  tum  immortalia  pallidus  ora 
Haud  dolor  infecit ;  fed  qui  pietate  ferena 
Commixtus  cceli  minime  turbaret  amceni 
Gaudia.    Tum  reduces  terrarum  a  fede  Seraphas 
Undique  difcendi  ftudio  fupera  agmina  cingunt 


For  ftill   they  knew,  (and  ought  t'have  ftill  re- 

member'd) 
The  high  ir.junttion,  not  to  taile  that  fruit, 
Whoever  tempted :  which  they  not  obeying, 
Incurr'd  (what  could  they  lefs  ?)  the  penalty ; 
And  manifold  in  fin,  deferv'd  to  fall. 

Up  into  heav'n  from  paradife  in  hafte 
Th'angelic  guards  afcended,  mute  and  fad 
For  man ;  for  of  his  ftate  by  this  they  knew : 


Much  wond"ring  how  the  fubtle  fTend  had  ftoI'n. 
Entrance  unfeen.  Soon  as  th'unwelcome  news 
From  earth  arriv'd  atheav'n  gate,  difpleas'd 
All  were  who  heard :  dim  fadnefs  did  not  fpare. 
That  time  cceleftial  vifages ;  yet  mix'd 
With  pity,  violated  not  their  blifs. 
About  the  new-arriv'd,   in  multitudes 
Th'  aethereal  people  ran  to  hear  and  know, 
How  all  befel :  they  tow'rds  che  throne  fupremej 


Inv- 
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Innumera :  aft  illi  folium  ad  fublime  parentis 
Cordibus  accelerant  avidis,  ut  munere  funclo 
Teftentur  vigilefque  animos  curamque  fidelem. 
At  densa  de  nube  Pater  celfliTimus  ultro 
Compellans,  tonitru  in  medio  lic  deinde  profatur: 

Divorum  glomerata  cohors,  vofque  ardua  coeli 
Imperia,  ardenti  ftudio  queis  contigit  impar 
Exitus,  efte  animo  forti,  dimittite  lu&us ; 
Nec  vos  commoveant  terrenae  haec  nuntia  cladis. 
Certus  enim  fore  praedixi,  limuiV  improbus  ifte 
Tranfiit  ex  imo  barathrum  infidiator  averno  : 
Praedixi  jam  tum  vobis,  Satanae  omnia  prorfus 
Ex  animo  cefTura;  hominem  pellacibus  ultro 
Aufcultaturum  illecebris,  mendacia  fummum 
Audtorem  adversus  cupida  nimis  aure  bibentem. 
At  neque  eum  noftri  arbitrii  lex  ulla  coegit ; 
Nec  minimo  impulfu  vergebat  tacla  voluntas, 
Sponte  fuas  librans  aequato  examine  lances. 


Accountable,  made  hafte,  to  make  appear 
With  righteous  plea,   their  utmoft  vigilance; 
And  eafily  approv'd :  when  the  moft  high 
Eternal  Father,  from  his  fecret  cloud 
Amidft,  in  thunder  utter'd  this  his  voice  : 

Affembled  angels,  and  ye  pow'rs  return'd 
From  un-fuccefsful  charge!    be  not  difmay'd, 
Nor  troubled  at  thefe  tidings  from  the  earth, 
Which  your  fincereft  care  could  not  prevent ; 


Foretold  fo  lately  wliat  would  come  topafs, 
When  firft  this  tempter  crofs'd  the  gulf  from  hell. 
I  told  ye  then  he  fhould  prevail,   and  fpeed 
On  his  bad  errand ;  man  ihould  be  feduc'd, 
And  flatter'd  out  of  all,  believing  lies 
Againft  his  Maker :  no  decree  of  mine 
Concurring  to  necefiltate  his  fall; 
Or  touch  with  lighteft  moment  of  impulfe 
His  free-will,  to  her  own  inclining  left 

At 
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Atccciclit;   mcritoque  prcmet  mortalc  caducum 
Pcena  ferox,  illa  indiclam  quam  lucc  minahar  ; 
Scilicct  hic  vanam  credit,  fpe  captus  inani, 
Qiiippc  brcves  tenuere  morce;  at  veriilima  clanfum 
Antc  diem  fato  monita  c.vpcrietur  amaro. 
Juftitia  a  terris  non  conculcata  rcdibit, 
Ut  rediit  bonitas.      Quem  mittam  jura  daturum, 
Quem  nifi  te,  qui  nate  meas  geris  unice  coelo 
Imperii  terrifque  vices  ereboque  profundo? 
Hoc  ade6  illuftrat  clementia  lene  tribunal 
JEqui  blanda  comes ;  dum  tute  ita  gentis  amicus 
Mitteris  humanze,  lapfae  pretium  atque  redemptor, 
Idem  hominis  mediufque  Dei  decretus,  &  ultro 
Fac"lus  homo,  ipfe  homini  dederis  qui  jura  caduco. 

Finierat  Pater  ;  &  divinoe  flumina  lucis 
Plenius  ad  dextram  evolvens,  jubar  omne  paternum 
Infudit  nato :  patris  ille  fimillima  imago 

ln  even  fcale.      But  fall'n  he  is :   and  now  All  judgment,whether  in  heav'n,  or  earth,  or  hell. 

What  refts,  but  that  the  mortal  fentence  pafs  Eafy  it  might  be  feen  that  I  intend 

On  hb  tranfgreffion,     death  denounc'd  that  day  ?  Mercy  collegue  with  juftice,   fending  thee, 

Which  he  prefumes  already  vain  and  void,  Man's  friend,  his  mediator,  his  defiorTd 

Becaufe  not  yet  infliaed,   (as  he  fear'd)  Both  ranfom,    andredeemer,   voluntary; 

Byfome  immediate  ftroke  :  but  foon  (hall  find  And  deftind  man  himfelf,  to  judge  man  fall'n. 
Forbearance  no  acquittance,  e'er  day  end.  So  fpake  the  Father  ;  and  unfolding  brrght 

Juftice  fhall  not  return,  as  bounty,  fcorn'd.  Tow'rd  the  right  hand  his  glory,  on  the  Son, 

But  whom  fend  I  to  judge  them  ?  whom.but  thee  Elax'd  forth  un-clouded  deity :  he  full 
Yicegerent  Son  l  to  thee  I  have  transfer'd 

Coa- 
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Continuo  efTulftt,  vultu  jubar  omne  receptum 
Rettulit,  &  placido  refpondit  mollius  ore: 

Omnipotens  genitor,  veftrum  eft  decernere;  noftrum 
Et  coelo  &  terris  decreta  faceflere,  natum 
Vt  me  perpetuo  lastus  digneris  amore. 
iEqua  reis  en  jura  abeo  didhirus ;  at  omne 
Supplicium,  neque  enim  nefcis,  cum  temporis  ordo 
Decretum  explerit  numerum,   quascunque  mereri 
Repperiam,  tranilatum  in  me  cadet :  id  tibi  vere 
Ultro  pollicitus;  nec  poenitet.    At  mihi  faltem 
Contingat,  meritum  in  melius  ftc  pofTe  referre 
Judicium,  ut  lenis  clementia  molliat  afp 'ras 
Juftitiae  leges;  ut  fulgeat  utraque  jun&is 
Viribus,  &  veftri  placentur  numinis  irae. 
Non  illic  comitatu  opus  eft,  non  agmine  denfb 
Stipantum ;  geminis  fpectabit  nemo  tribunal 
Sontibus  exceptis :  melius  damnabitur  abfens 
Tertius ;  haud  ferpens  in  jura  vocabitur  exlex, 

Refplendent  all  his  Father  manifeft  Beforethee:  and,  not  repenting,  this  obtain 

Exprefs'd,  and  thus  divinely  anfwer'd  mild  :  Of  right,  that  I  may  mitigate  their  doom, 

Father  eternal,    thine  is  to  decree ;  On  me  deriv'd.  Yet,  I  fhall  temper  fo 

Mine,  both  in  heav'n,  and  earth,  to  do  thy  will  Juftice  with  mercy,  as  may  illuftrata  moft 

Supreme;  that  thou  in  me,  thy  Son  belov'd,  Them  fully  fatisfy'd,  and  thee  appeafe. 

May'ft  ever  reft  well  pleas'd.    I  go  to  judge  Attendance  none  fhall  need,  nor  train.where  none 

On  earth  thefethy  tranfgreffors ;  but  thou  know'ft,  Are  to  behold  the  judgment,   but  the  judg'd, 

Whoever  judg'd,  the  worft  on  me  muft  light,  Thofe  two  :   the  third  beft  abfent  is  condemn'd; 
When  time  Jhall  be ;  for  fo  I  undertook 
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Judiciis  fuga  prsdonem  qucm  vincit  apcrtis. 

Haec  ubi  dicta,  thronum  folio  Patris  omnipotentis 
Adjun&um,  &  focios  divinae  lucis  honores 
Liquit.    Eum  circa,  latc  fulgentia  regna 
Virtutefque  ac  fceptra,  poteftatefque  miniftrze, 
Contendunt  cceli  ad  portas ;  unde  emicat  hortus 
Edeni,  lateque  patens  peramabile  littus. 
Praepete  deicendit  penna ;  momenta  Deorum 
Nulla  fugam  celerante  valent  numerare  volatu. 
Jam  fol  occiduos  pronus  devexerat  ignes, 
Et  vefpertinas  tranquilla  filentius  horas 
Ventilat  aura  levis,  pofita  cum  mitior  ira 
De  coelojudex  hominum,  interceflbr&  idem, 
Advenit:  ambo  Dei  vocem  audivere  per  hortos, 
Mollibus  in  zephyris  gradientis  fole  cadenti 
Audivere  Dei  vocem :  fimul  ambo  receflus 
Arboribus  properant  condenfis  undique  claufbs. 

Convitt  by  flight,  and  rebel  to  all  law :  To  fan  the  earth  now  wak'd,  and  ufher  in 

Conviftion  to  the  ferpent  none  belongs.  The  ev'ning  cool;    when  he  from   wrath  more 

Thus  faying,  from  his  radiant  feat  he  rofe  coel 

Ofhigh  collateral  glory  :  himthrones  and  pow'rs,  Came,  the  mild  judge,  and  interceflbr  both, 

Princedoms,  and  dominations  miniftrant,  To  fentence  man.  The  voice  of  God  they  heard, 

Accompany'd  to  heav'n-gate  :   from  whence  Now  wallcing  in  the  garden,  by  foft  winds 

Eden,   and  all  the  coaft,   in  profpeft  lay.  Brought  to  their  ears,    while  day  declin'd  :    they 
Down  he  defcended  ftrait :    the  fpeed  of  Gods  heard, 

Timecountsnot,tho'withfwifteftminuteswing'd.  And  from  his  prefence  hid  themfelves,  among 

Now  was  the  fun  in  weftern  cadence  low  The  thickeft  trees,  both  man  and  wife :    'till  God 
From  noon ;  and  gentle  airs  due  at  their  hour 

Vol.  II.  U  Tum 
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Tum  Deus  his  propiordidtis  compellat  Adamum: 
Me-ne  ita,  Adame,  fugis,  folitus  mi  occurrere  dulci 

La^titia,  &  longe  adventus  celebrare  beatos  ; 

Abfenti  te  fola  mihi  &  loca  nuda  videntur, 

Qua  nuper  tua  fedulifcas  kk  obtulit  ultro 

Pracipiti  ftudio  properans.     An  numina  fulgent 

Noftra  minus?  vel  qua?  tandem  mora  detinet?  adfls. 

Prodiit  ille  repente ;  comes  ftmul  Eva,  recedens 

Nunc  magis,  ad  noxam  quanto  modo  pronior :  amba 

Demifli  in  terram  vultus,  tremefaclaque  corda 

Attoniti :  jam  nulla  Deum  veftigia  versus 

Apparent,  nulla  alterni  fefe  inter  amoris. 

Confcius  ora  pudor  tenuit,  triftefque  timores, 

Iraque,  invidia,  &  fraudes.    Tum  vocibus  hifcens 

Sic  tandem  raris  trepidus  refpondit  Adamus : 
Te  mediis  audlbam  hortis,  timidufque  repente 

Aufugi,  quia  nudus  eram.     Cui  deinde  ferenus 

Approaching,   thus  to  Adam  call'd  aloud  :  To  offend  ;  difcountenanc'd  both,    and  difcom- 

Where  art  thou,  Adam,    wont  with  joy  to-  meet  pos'd. 

My  coming,  feen  far-off  ?    I  mifs  thee  here,  Love  was  not  in  their  looks,  either  to  God, 

Not  pleas'd:  thus  entertaind  with  folitude,  Or  to  each  other;   but  apparent guilt, 

Where    obvious  duty   e'er-while    appear'd   un-  And  fhame,  and  perturbation,  and  defpaip, 

fought.  Anger,   and  obftinacy,  and  hate,  and  guile  : 

Or  come  I  lefs  confpicuous  ?  or,  what  change  Whence  Adam,    fault 'ring  long,    thus   anfwer'd' 
Abfents  thee?  or,  what  chance  detains  ?     Come  brief  : 

forth  !  I  heard  thee  in  the  garden,  and  of  thy  voice 

He  came ;  and  with  hun  E<vt,  more  loth,  tho'  Afraid,  being  naked,  hid  my  felf.     To  whom. 

fij# 
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Rcttulit  haec  judex :  noftram  tcrrorc  rcfaoto 
Saepius  audifti  vocem :   formidine  tanta 
Cur  hodic  invadat  ?  fed  te  nudum  efib,  reccptum  ' 
Unde  tenes?  ergon'  facros  illa  arbore  frudtus 
DecerpfifTe  auius,  quos  non  decerpere  juili  ? 

Huc  deinde  atque  illuc  diftradto  pectore  Adamus: 
Me  miferum !  quid  agam  ?  venerando  judice  coram 
En  fiftor,  reftatque  mihi  aut  perfolvere  foli 
Pcenae  totum  onus  caram  aut  incufare  fodalem, 
Dimidium  mi  dulce  animae :   certc  illius  omnem, 
Dum  mihi  flda  manet  ftabilifque,  abicondere  labem 
Maluerim  tacitus,  nec  prodere  voce  mariti : 
At  me  fors  praedura  &  ineluctabile  fatum 
Conftringunt  fubiguntque  nimis ;  ne  funditus  in  me 
Tota  ruaf  poenaeque  ac  criminis  horrida  moles. 
Tu  tamen  haec  penitus  noris,  licet  ipfe  tacerem. 
Fcemina,  quam  comitem  mihi  fubfidiumque  dedifti, 

The  gracious  judge,  without  revile,  reply'd  :  My  felf  the  total  crime;  or,   to  accufe 

My  voice  thou  oft  haft  heard,     and  haft  not  My  other  felf,  the  partner  of  my  life  : 

fear'd,  Whofe  failing,  while  her  faith  to  me  remains, 

But  ftill  rejoyc'd;  how  is  it  now  become  I  ftiould  conceal,  and  not  expofe  to  blame 

So  dreadful  to  thee  ?  That  thou  art  naked,  who  By  my  complaint.     But,  ftrifl  neceifity 

Hath  told  thee  :  haft  thou  eaten  of  the  tree,  Subdues  me,  and  calamitous  conftraint. 

Whereof  I  gave  thee  charge  thou  fhould'ft  not  Left  on  my  head  both  fin  and  puniihment, 

eat  ?  However  infupportable,  be  all 

To  whom  thus  Adam,  fore  befet,  reply'd :  Devolv'd.  Tho'  fhould  I  hold  my  peace,  yet  thou 

O  heav'n  !  in  evil  ftreight  this  day  I  ftand  Would'ft  eafily  deteft  what  I  conceal. 

Before  iny  judge;  either  to  undergo  This  woman,    whom  thou  mad'ft  to  be  my  help, 

U  2  Com- 
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Commendans  ultro  egregiam,  gratamque,   bonamque, 
Et  divinam  ade6,  ut  rerer  nihil  inde  timendum; 
Cujus  in  eximio  refplendens  corpore  virtus, 
Quicquid  agit,  decorat,  laetumque  &  amabile  reddit ; 
Ula  dedit  mihi  poma ;  ego  deinde  incautus  edebam. 

Tum  lic  majeftas  cceli  manifefta  remifit : 
Illa  Deum-ne  tibi  fe  praeftitit,  illius  ut  me 
Pofthabito  voci  aufcultaveris  ?  arbitra  vitas 
Duxquetuae  facta  eft?  ten'  vicerit  illa  beatis 
Aut  etiam  aequarit  donis?   olli  ergo  fupernum 
Quod  dederam  tibi  jus  &  mafcula  regna  lubenter 
Tradideris  ?  te  exorta,  tuofque  emerftt  in  ufus ; 
Tu  decoris  longe  exfuperaras  lumine  vero. 
Pulcra  quidem  enituit  formaeque  ornata  venuft» 
Munere,  ut  inde  tuos  ftbi  conciliaret  amores, 
Non  ut  te  fraenis  premeret :  dos  iilius  omnis 
Cernitur  obfequio  facili  &  ftatione  fecunda. 
At  fceptrum  tenuifle  manu^  rerumque  potiri 


ArJ  gav'ft  me  as  thy  perfett  gift,    fo  good, 
So  fit,  fo  acceptable,   fo  divine, 
That  from  her  hand  I  could  fufpeft  no  ill ; 
And  vvhat  fhe  did,  whatever  in  it  felf, 
Her  doingfeemM  to  juftrfy  the  deed; 
She  gave  me  of  the  tree,   and  I  did  eat. 

To  whom  the  fov'reign  Prefence  thus  replyM  ; 
Was  Ihe  thy  God,  that  her  thou  didft  obey, 
Sifore  his  voice  ?  or  was  fhe  made  thy  guide,. 


Superior,    or  but  equal  ?  that  to  her 
Thou  didft  refignthy  manhood,  and  the  placc 
Wherein  God  fet  thee  above  her,  rnade  of  theey 
And  for  thee  :  whofe  perfe&ion  far  excelPd 
Hers  in  all  real  dignity.     Adorn'd 
She  was  indeed,   and  lovely,  to  attraft 
Thy  love ;  not  thy  fubje&ion :   and  her  gifts 
Were  fucli,   as  under  government  well-feem'd  ; 
Unfeemly  to  bear  rulc:  which  was  thy  part, 
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Tc  dccuit,  fi  tc  fatis  &  tua  muncra  noras. 

Finieratj  paucifquc  affatur  protinus  Evam  : 
Dic  mulier,  quidnam  hoc  quod  feceris?  Illa  pudore 
Vifta  gravi,  trepidans  augufti  judicis  ora 
Haec  brcviter,  mceftofque  oculos  deject.a,  profatur  : 

Pellacis  decepta  dolo  ferpentis,   edebam. 
Haec  dominus  poftquam  Deus  audiit,  haud  mora,  vindex 
Serpentem  aggreditur  digno  damnare  feverus 
Judicio,  brutum  licet,  haud  transferre  potentem 
Crimen  in  auctorem  infandum,  cui  fadtus  iniqui 
Ipfe  inftrumentum  fceleris  fraudifque  malignae, 
Naturae  inverfis  pollutus  legibus,  atque  hinc 
Damnatus  merito :  plus  nec  fuit  utile,  nec  fas 
Scire  homini ;  neque  enim  noxam  extenuaffe  poteftas. 
Ergo  8c  nequitia  primo  atque  immanibus  aufis 
Voce  Deus  Satanae  obfcura  denuntiat  iras, 
(Sic  placitum)  ac  diris  ferpentem  ita  deinde  fecutus : 

And  perfon,  had'ft  thou  known  thy  felf  aright.  Serpent,  rhough  brute;  un-able  to  rransfer 

So  having  faid,  he  thus  to  E<ve  in  few  :  The  guilt  on  him,  who  made  him  initrument 

Say,  woman,  what  is  this  which  thou  haft  done  ?  Of  mifchief,    and  polluted  from  the  end 

To  whom   fad  Enie,  with  ihame  nigh  over-  Of  his  creation ;   juftly  then  accurs'd, 

whelm'd,  As  vitiated  in  nature.      More  to  know 

Confeffing  foon ;  yet  not  before  her  judge  Concern'd  not  man,  (fince  he  no  further  knew) 

Bold  or  loquacious,  thus  aba(h'd  reply'd:  Nor  alter'd  his  offenfe:    yet  God  at  laft 

The  ferpent  me  beguil'd,  and  I  did  eat.  To  Satan  firft  in  fin,  his  doom  apply'd, 

Which  when  the  Lord  God  heard,   without  Though  in  myfterious  terms,  judg'd  as  then  beft; 

delay  And  on  the  ferpent  thus  his  curfe  let  fall: 
To  judgment  h«  proceeded  on  HcC  accu$'d 
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Haec  quoniam  patraris,  ab  hoc  jam  tempore,  ferpens, 
Omne  fuper  genus  in  terris  pecudumque  ferarumque 
Ipfe  malo  devotus  eris ;  quin  pedore  prono 
Pulvere  ad  extremum  ve&xrt  ifmobilis  aevum. 
Et  faciam,  ut  tecum  mulier  CruddabnG  ir's, 
Illius  utque  tuo  pugnet  cum  femine  femen ; 
Huic  tu  adeo  calcem,  caput  hic  tibi  conteret  ultor. 

Sic  alta  intonuere  oracula ;  &  exitus  illis 
Haud  male  refpondit,  longo  poft  tempore  Iefus 
Quum  veniens,  Eva  natus  meliore,  Maria, 
Aurarum  Satanam  ja&atum  impune  tyrannum 
Viderat  e  coelo  vibrati  fulminis  inftar 
Praecipitem  labi.     Tum  clauftris  ille  fepulcri 
Abruptis,  procul  afcenfu  radiante  refurgens, 
De  fceptris  referenfque  palam  celfifque  triumphos 
Imperiis,  ipfos  victores  vincula  paflbs 
Ducit  ovans  late,  panditque  trophsea  per  auras, 
Quas  Satanasjamduduminvaferat,  haud  fua  regna. 

Eecaufe  thou  haft  done  this,  thou  art  accurs'd  When  Jefus,  fon  of  Mary  (fecoiid  Eve) 

Above  all  cattle,  each  beaft  of  the  field  :  Saw  Satan  fall,  like  lightning,  down  from  heav*n, 

Upon  thy  belly  groveling  thou  fhalt  go ;  Prince  of  the  air :  thcn  rifing  from  his  grave, 

Arid  duft  fhalt  eat,  all  the  days  of  thy  life:  Spoil'd  principalities,  and  pow'rs,  triumph'd 

Between  thee  and  the  woman  I  will  put  In  open  fhew;  and  with  afcenfion  bright, 

Enmity  :   and  between  thine   and  her  feed  :  Captivity  led  captive  through  the  air, 

Her  feed  (hall  bruife  thy  head,  thou  bruife  his  heeL  The  realm  itfelf  of  Satan,  long  ufurp'd. 

So  fpake  this  oracle,  then  verify"d 
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Ille  adeo  hunc  pcdibus  contritum  in  pulvcrc  noftris 
Submittct,  qui  non  vana  modo  vocc  cancbat 
Ipfe  caput  fontis  fatali  calcc  tercndum. 
Deindc  ream  invadit  faevis  ita  vocibus  Evam : 
Jam  tibi  luctificos  parienda  prole  dolores 
Ingeminans  addam;  crudeli  enixa  labore 
Immanes  planctus  dabis;  arbitrioque  refraenans 
Ufque  fuo  premet,  &  dominabitur  ufque  maritus. 

Exin  judicii  poenas  indixit  Adamo : 
Malueras  quoniam  voci  aufcultare  maritae, 
Arbore  decerpens  frudus,  queis  parcere  jufli,, 
Hinc  pefti  devota  tui  jam  criminis  ergo 
Sit  tellus;  exinde  dies,  quos  vixeris,  orrmes 
Mceftus  edes ;  tribulofque  tibi  fpinafque  rigantes 
Ultro  parturiet :  fudore  merebere  vultus 
Quaefitum  afliduo  panem,  dum  vifcera  terras 
Unde  venis,  repetas :  antiquam  refpice  matrem  ; 

Whom  he  (hall  tread  at  laft  under  our  feet:  And  eaten  of  the  tree,  concerning  which 

Ev'n  he,  who  now  foretold  his  fatal  bruife;  I  charg'd  thee,  faying,  thou  fhalt  not  eatthereof : 

And  to  the  woman  thus  his  fentence  tum'd:  Curs'd  is  the  ground  far  thy  fake:  thou  in  forrow 

Thy  forrow  I  will  greatly  multiply  Shalt  eat  thereof,   all  the  days  of  thy  life: 

By  thy  conception;  children  thou  (halt  bring  Thorns  alfo  and  thiftles  it  Ihall  bring  thee  forth 

In  forrow  forth;    and  to  thy  hufband*s  will  Un-bid;     and  thou  (halt  eat  th'herb  of  the  field,. 

Thine  fhall  fubmit;  he  over  thee  fhall  rule.  In  the  fweat  of  thy  face  fhalt  thou  eat  bread, 

On  Adtim  laft  thus  judgment  he  pronounc'd:  'Till  thou  return  unto  the  ground;  for  thou 

Becaufe  thou  haft  hearken'd  to  the  voice  of  thy  Out  of  the  ground  waft  taken  ;  know  thy  tirth 
wife, 
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Denique  enim  fies,  exortus  pulvere,  pulvis. 

Dixerat  hoc,  judex  idem  &  ftator  aethere  muTus, 
Jus  homini ;  &  mortem,  quam  indixerat  ocius  ifta 
Luce  fecuturam,  dimovit  longius  i&um. 
Tum  coram  nudos  &  inermes  membra  mifertus, 
Mox  ita  mutandi  quibus  inclementia  coeli 
Obfuerit,  jam  nunc  facilis  fervilibus  ultro 
Incipit  officiis  famulique  affuefcere  formae. 
Quoque  pedes  multis  pofthac  volventibus  annis 
Difcipulis  lavit  ftudio ;  nunc  vefte  carentes, 
Ceu  Pater  amplectens  fobolem  carofque  penates, 
Induit  aut  pecudum  caefarum  pellibus,    aut  quas 
Jam  pofitis  colubrae  in  morem  nituere  recentes 
Exuviis :  teg«re  immeritos  dignatur  &  hoftes. 
Nec  non  &  puro  nudas  velamine  mentes, 
Quo  minus  omnipotens  Genitor  deforme  videret 
Opprobrium,  decoratque  fuae  integritatis  amiclu. 
Tum  celeri  afcenfu  correptus  in  aftra,  paterni 

For  duft  thou  art,  and  fhah  to  duft  return.  As  father  of  his  family,  he  clad 

Sojudg'd  heman,  both  Judge,  and  Savior  fent ;  Their  nakednefs  with  fkins  of  beafts;  or  flain, 

And  th'  inftant  ftxoke  of  death  denounc'd   that  Or,  as  the  fnake,  with  youthful  coat  re-paid  : 

day,  And  thought  not  much  to  clothe  his  enemies. 

Remov'd  far  ofF:    then  pitying  how  they  ftood  Nor  he  their  outward  only,  with  the  fkins 

Before  him  naked  to  the  air,  (that  now  Of  beafts ;  but  inward  nakednefs  (much  more 

Muft  fuffer  change)  difdain'd  not  to  begin  Opprobrious !)  with  his  robe  of  righteoufn:fs 

Thenceforth  the  form  of  fervant  to  afTume :  Arraying,  covefd  from  his  Father's  fight, 
As  when  he  wafh'd  his  fervants'  feet ;  fo  now 
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Gaudia  lacta  fmiis  folito  fplcndore  rcviiit ; 
Placatoque  Patri  narrat,  licet  omnia  norit, 
Qualibus  ipfe  modis  hominem  tra&arat,  &  ultro 
SolJicitat  veniam  ac  precibus  demulcet  amicis. 

Interea,  prius  haec  terris  quam  admifYa,  fuperque 
Hasc  mccftis  decreta  reis,  intra  oftia  averni 
Frontibus  adverfis  Hades  &  federat  Ate. 
Oftiajamdudum  fteterant  patefacta,  feroces 
Trifte  Chaus  procul  in  gremium  eru&antia  flammas, 
Ex  quo  tartareus  rex  deinde  abfcefterat,  Ate 
Expandente  aditus.     Tum  dictis  talibus  Haden 
Illa  fuum  aggreditur:  quianam  fic,   nate,  fedemu* 
Ignava  lenti  requie,  fic  ora  morantes 
Alter  in  alterius  j  noftrum  dum  maximus  auclor 
Aufpiciis  alios  Satanas  felicibus  orbes 
Rimatur,  fedefque  novas  melioraque  caris 
Ex  ie  progenitis  regna  afTerit  ?  ille  benignis 
Ni  fatis  frueretur,  ad  hasc  jam  littora  pridem 

To  him  with  fwift  afcent  he  up  returrTd,  Stood  open  wide,  belching  outragious  flame 

Into  his  blisful  bofom  re-affunVd  Far  into  Chaos,  fince  the  fiend  pafs'd  through, 

In  glory,   as  of  old  ;  to  hiin  appeas'd,  Sin  op'ning:  who  thus  now  to  death  began  : 
All,  tho'  all-knowing,    what  had  paft  with  man  O  fon,  whv  fit  we  here,  each  other  viewing 

Recounted,  mixing  interceflion  fweet.  Idly,   while  Satan,   our  great  author,   thrives 

Mean-while,  e'er  thus  was  fm'd  and  judg'd  on  In  other  worlds,  and  happier  feat  provides 

earth,     .  For  us,  his  ofF-fpring  dear  ?  it  cannot  be 

Within  the  gates  of  hell  fat  fin,  anddeath,  But  that  fuccefs  attends  him  :    if  mif-hap, 
In  counter  view  within  the  gates,   that  now 
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Agminis  invidia.  ultricis  furiuque  repulfus 
Deciderat ;  namque  haec  fedes  magis  omnibus  una 
Suppliciis  Satanae,  atque  illorum  convenit  iris. 
Jam  videor  fentire  novum  per  corda  vigorem, 
Nafcentefque  alas ;  videor  trans  alta  videre 
Ingens  extendi  imperium.    At  quaecunque  facultas. 
Intus  agit,  cognata  potens  adeo  impete  casco 
Pectora,  flnt  quanquam  fpatiis  divifa  remotis, 
Attrahere,  &  miro  naturae  inneclere  vinclo ; 
Quze  virtus  me  cunque  rapit,  tu  certa  fequeris, 
Umbra,  comes ;  vis  nulla  Aten  divulferit  Hade. 
Neve  haec  ftagna  labor  remeandf  impervia  durus 
Abrumpat  reditus,  tentabimus  ante  pericli 
Plenum  opu»,  at  noftrae  fuperandum  viribus  artis, 
Conemur  fundare  aditus  fuper  aequora  latos 
Indomita,  ad  mundum  ftygia  de  fede  recentem, 
Qua  vicit  Satanas  y  monumenta  infignia  famae 


E'er  this  he  had  return'd,  with  fury  driv,rt 
By  his  avengers ;  fince  no  place  like  this 
Can  fit  his  punilhment,  or  their  revenge. 
Methinks  I  feel  new  ftrength  within  me  rife, 
Wings  growing,   and  dominion  giv'n  me  large, 
Beyond  this  deep  :  whatever  draws  me  on, 
Or  fympathy,  or  fome  connat'ral  fbrce, 
Pow'rful  at  greateft  diilance  to  unite 
With  fecret  amity  things  of  like  kind, 
By  fecreteft  conveyance.     Thon,  my  (hade 


Infeparable,  muft  with  me  along ; 

For,  death  from  fin  no  pow'r  can  feparate. 

But  leaft  the  diificuhy  of  paffingback 

Stay  his  return  perhaps  over  this  gulf 

Impaflable,  impervious ;  let  us  try 

Advent'rous  work;  yet  to  thy  pow'r  and  mine- 
Not  un-agreeable,  to  found  a  path 
Over  this  main,   from  hell  to  that  new  world, 
Where  Satan  now  prevails ;   a  monument 
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Tartarei  rccincnt  populi,  qu&s  prona  patcbit 
Semita,  feu  juvet  alternos  tranfmittere  curfus, 
Scu  migrarc  novas,  fl  fors  ita  juflerit,  oras. 
Me  via  ncc  fugiet ;  tanta  virtute  recentis 
Impulsiis  trahit  intus  agens  miranda  poteftas. 

Cui  fceda  horrefccns  macie  fic  rettulit  Umbra 
Te  tua  fors  quocunque  rapit,  quocunque  libido, 
Vade  age,  nufquam  aberoj  nec,  te  duce,   femita  fallet. 
Quin  carnis  me  ducit  odor,  praedaeque  cupido 
Incitat  innumerae ;  nam  terris  omnia  mortis 
Suavius  exhalant  etiamnum  viva  faporem : 
Ipfa  etiam  ingenti,  cui  tute  accingeris,  aulb 
Sufficiam  virefque  meas  animofque  fecundos. 

Sic  memorans,  avido  bibit  aera  laetior  hauftu 
Lethiferum,  terris  inhians.    Ceu  denfa  volucrum 
Praedantum  cum  turba  rapax,  qua  bellicus  ardor 
Explicuit  campis  ventura  in  praelia  turmas, 

Of  merit  high  to  all  th'  infernal  hoft ;  Of  carnage,  prey  innumerabie,    and  tafte 

Eafing  their  paffage  hence,  for  intercourfe,  The  favor  of  death  from  all   things  there  that 

Or  tranfmigration,  as  their  lot  ftiall  lead.  live: 

Nor  can  I  mifs  the  way,  fo  ftrongly  drawn  Nor  ftiall  I  to  the  work  thou  enterprifeft 

By  this  new-felt  attraftion,   and  inftinft.  Be  wanting,  but  afford  thee  equal  aid. 

Whom  thus  the  meagre  lhadow  anfwer'd  foon  :         So  faying,  with  delighthe  fnufFd  the  fmell 

Go,  whither  fate  and  inclination  ftrong  Of  mortal  change  on  earth.     As  when  a  flock 

Leads  thee ;  I  fhall  not  lag  behind,  nor  err  Of  ravenous  fowl,   tho'  many  a  league  remote, 

The  way,  thou  leading :  fuch  a  fcent  I  draw  Againft  the  day  of  battle,  to  a  iield 
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Se  longe  agglomerant,  acrique  cupidine  carnis 
Faucibus  expectant  jam  viva  cadavera  ficcis, 
Cras  caedi  miferae  et  letho  devota  cruento. 
Haud  aliter  praedse  dulces  abfentis  odores 
Funefta  de  fede  trahit  deformis  Imago, 
Naribus  infe&um  patulis  procul  aera  captans. 
Ambo  erebi  ex  portis  digreffi,  deinde  frementis 
Regna  in  opaca  Chaus,  humentia,  fceta  procellis, 
Diverfi  fugere ;  undas  fuper  impete  magno 

(Impete  nam  valuere)  levata  fortiter  ala 

Sufpenfi,  late  &  folida  &  vifcofa,  furentes 

Obvia  per  flu&us,  cumulant  fimul  omnia  denfis 

Molibus,  ad  ftygias  hinc  inde  coercita  fauces. 

Ut  gemini  abrupto  fi  quondam  turbine  venti 

Vexarint  Cronium  adverfts  ex  partibus  aequor, 

Convolvunt  glaciem  in  rigidos  denfo  aggere  montes, 

Impediuntque  aditus  trans  Mofcovitica  regna 

Where  armies  He  eneampM,  come  flying,  lufd  Hovering  upon  the  waters,  whatthey  met 

Withfcentofiivingcarcaffes,  defignd  Solid,  or  flimy,  as  in  raging  fea 

For  death  the  following  day,  in  bloody  fighf.  Toft  up  and  down,  together  crowded  drove, 

So  (cented  the  grim  feature,    and  up-turn'd  From  each   fide  fhoaling  to\v'rds  the  mouth  of 
His  noftrils  wide  into  the  murky  air  j  hell. 

Sagacious  of  his  quarry  from  fo  far.  As  when  two  polar  winds,    blowing  adverfe 

Then  both  from  out  hell-gates,  into  the  wafte  Upon  the  Cronian  fea,  together  drive 

Wide  anarchy  of  Chaos,  damp  and  dark,  Mountains  of  ice,  that  ftop  th'  imaginM  way 

Flew  diverfe;    and  with  pow'r  (their  pow'r  was  Beyond  Petzora  eaftward  to  the  rich 
great) 
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Littus  ad  coum  fclicifquc  arva  Cathaiac. 

At  molem  congcftam  Hadcs,  clavaeque  gclatae 

Frigore  faxifico  pcrcuflam  (more  tridcntis) 

Fixit,  ut  Arcitenens  errantem  numinc  Delon  : 

Tum  ftabilem  tenet  afphaltiquc  bitumine  et  oris 

Gorgonii  obtutu :   quantumque  ibi  porta  patebat, 

Tam  late,  defixa  erebi  radicibus  imis, 

Concreta  incurvae  ftatuunt  fundamina  molis. 

Exfuperans  pelage  fpumantia  pontis  in  arcum 

Protrahitur  fabrica  alta,  novi  ufque  ad  moenia  mundi, 

Heu  male  jam  munita,  Hadifque  expofta  furori. 

Hinc  via  fe  late  declivi  tramite  ducit 

Prona  patens,  facilifque  nimis  defcenfus  in  orcum. 

Haud  aliter,  (li  magna  licet  componere  parvis) 

Ardens  Argolicae  pubis  fubmittere  (xvo 

Colla  jugo  Xerxes,  de  Memnonis  arce  profectus 

Stravit  iter  proclive  fretum  fuper  Hellefponti ; 

Admovitque  Afiam  Europae,  tumidofque  repremt 

Cathaian  coaft.      The  aggregated  foil  Of  length  prodigious,  joining  to  the  vvall 

Death  with  his  mace  petrific,  cold  and  dry,  Immovable  of  this  now-fencelefs  world, 

As  with  a  trident,    fmote ;  and  fix'd  as  firm  Forfeit  to  death.     From  hence  a  paffage  broady 

A%  De/os,  floating  once :    the  reft  his  look  Smooth,  eafy,  in-offerriive,  down  to  hell  . 

Bound  with  Gcrgonian  rigor,  not  to  move  :  So,  if  great  things  to  fmall  may  be  compar'di 

And  with  Afphaltic  flime,  broad  as  the  gate,  Xtrxes,  the  liberty  of  Greece  to  yoke, 

Deepto  the  roots  of  hell,  the  gather"d  beach  From  Sufa,  his  Memnor.ian  palace  high, 

They  faften'd;  andthemoleimmenfewrought  on,  Came  to  the  fea ;  and  over  HeJlefpont 

Over  the  foaxning  deep  high-arch'd,  a  bridge,  Bridging  his  way,    Europe  with  Afia  join'd  ? 

Frufba 
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Fruftra  indignantes  plagis  immanibus  aeftus. 
Jamque  fuper  rapidi  praeruptum  immane  barathri 
Pendula  protulerant  rupis  faftigia,  miro 
Conftrucla  ingenio  fcopulifque  inflexa  recurvis, 
Artiflces,  Satanas  veftigia  pone  legentes, 
Ufque  ubi  defefsa  tutus  requieverat  ala, 
Atque  Chaus  tenebris  &  inerti  no&e  reliclis 
Exteriore  novi  facie  confederat  orbis. 
Tandem  operi  ve&es  et  vincla  adamantina  figunt, 
Indomitos  vectes,  nimiumque  tenacia  vincla. 
Deinde  Empyrei  colluftrant  proxima  cceli 
Terrenique  orbis  confinia ;    tartara  laeva. 
Parte  extenta  jacent,  longoque  interfita  tra&u : 
Hinc  ade6  calles  terni  ad  tria  regna  patebant. 
Hinc  iter  acl  terras  nunc  primum  &  littus  Edeni 
Profpiciunt;  cumjam  aethereae  fub  imagine  formas, 
En  Satanas,  centaurum  inter  chelafque  minaces, 

And  fconrg'd  with  many  a  ftroke   th'  indignant  And  durable.    And  now  in  little  fpace, 

Wavcs.  The  confines  met  of  empyrean  heav'n, 

Nowhadtheybrought  thework.by  wond'rous  art  And   of   this   world:     and    on   the    left  hand 
Pontifical,  a  ridge  of  pendent  rock  hell, 

Over  the  vex'd  abyfs,  following  the  track  With  long  reach  interpos'd :    three  feveral  ways, 

Of  Satan,  to  the  felf-fame  place  where  he  In  fight,  to  each  of  thefe  three  places  led 

Firft  lighted  from  his  wing,    and  landed  fafe  And  now  their  way  to  earth  they  had  defcryM, 

From-out  of  Chaos,  to  theout-fide  bare  To  Paradife  firft  tending;  when,  behold! 

Of  this  round  world  :  with  pins  of  adamant  Satan,  in  likenefs  of  an  angel  b.ight, 

And  chains  they  made  all  faftj    too  faft  they  Betwixt  the  centaur,  and  the  fcorpion,  fteering 
made, 
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Molitur  fublimc  viam,  dum  cornua  folcm 
Arictis  cxcipiunt :    licct  ore  &  imagine  falsa 
Cclatum,  fobolcs  agnofcunt  cara  parentem. 
Ille  Evam  infidiis  ut  luferat,  inde  propinquam 
Condiderat  fefe  in  filvam ;  versaque  figura 
Haud  procul  eventum  fpcculatus,  viderat  ipfam, 
Infelicem  animi,  dcceptum  cailibus  iifdem 
ImplicuifTe  virum  facilem;  victofque  pudore 
Viderat,  &  vani  quaerentes  tegmina  veli. 
At  fimul  Omnipotentem,  indutum  judicis  ora, 
Cerneret  unigenam  defcendere,  terga  repente 
Dat  celer,  haud  fperans  fatales  fallere  pcenas, 
Confcius  at  fubiti  fugiens  fera  tela  furoris. 
Judicio  demum  exa&o  clam  nocle  redibat 
Improbus;  &  vario  miftis  fermone  querelis 
Par  fecum  infelix  dum  murmurat,  auribus  ille 
Cuncta  bibit  tacitis ;   &  quae  fibi  fata  fuperfint 
Difcit,  &  amotas  ventura  in  fccula  pcenas. 

His  zenith,  vvhile  the  fun  in  Ariet  rofe :  Vain  covertures :  but  when  he  faw  defcend 

DifguisM  he  came;  but  thofe  his  children  dear  The  Son  of  God  to  judge  them,  terrify'd 

Their  parent  foon  difcern'd,  tho'  in  difguife.  He  fled ;  not  hoping  to  efcape,  but  fliun 

He,  after  Eve  feduc'd,  un-minded  flunk  The  prefent;  fearing  guilty,  what  hiS  wrath 

Into  the  wood  falt  by  ;  and  changing  (hape,  Might  fuddenly  inflift :   that  pafs'd,  returnd 

T'  obferve  the  fequel,  faw  his  guileful  aft  By  night,  and  liftening  where  the  haplefs  pair 

By  Eve,  though  all  un-weeting,  feconded  Sat  in  their  fad  difcourfe,  and  various  plaint, 

Upon  her  hulband  j  faw  their  ftiaroe,  that  fought  Thence  gather'dhis  owndoom :  whichunderftood. 

TlHE 
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Hinc<dulci  exultans  fucceflu  lastus  ad  umbras 
Nuntius  accelerat  greffus ;  cum  margine  fummo 
Ecce  Chaus,  ipfb  pontis  fiib  fine,  recentis 
Portenti,  fe  bina  oculis  mirantibus  ultro 
Obtulit  infperata  patri  cariflima  proles. 
Plurima  ad  occurfus  fauftos  geminantur  utrinque 
Gaudia:  fed  qualis  Satanam,  quam  immenfa  voluptas 
Arripuit,  vafti  ut  primum  miracula  pontis 
Cerneret!   ufque  avidis  intentus  &  ufque  moratur 
Luminibus :  tandem  quum  Nata,  placentibus  Ate 
Inftructa  illecebris,  fic  voce  filentia  rupit : 

Hasc  tua  funt  monumenta  artis,   tuaque  ifta  trophzea, 
Si  minus  agnofcas,  genitor;  tu  maximus  audtor. 
Corde  fimul  praefaga,  tuo  confentit  enim  cor 
Ufque  meum  caeco  naturae  foedere  vinctum, 
Concepi  tibi  res  terris  ceflifle  fecundo 
Omine  (jamque  ifti  firmant  prsefagia  vultus) 

Not  inftant,  but  of  future  time,  with  joy  Oparent,   thefe  are  thy  magniiic  deeds; 

And  tiJings  fraught,  to  hell  he  now  return'd  :  Thy  trophies,     which  thou  view'ft  as  not  thine 
And  at  the  brink  of  Chaos,  near  the  foot  own  ; 

Of  tl  is  new  wondVous  pontifice,  unhop'd  Thou  art  their  author,  and  prime  architeft. 
Met,    who   to   meet    him    came,    his   off-fpring      For  I  no  fooner  in  my  heart  divin'd 

dear.  (My  heart,  which  by  a  fecret  harmony 

Grcat  joy  was  at  their  meeting,  and  at  fighjt  Still  moves  with    thine,    join'd   in    connexion 
Of  that  ftupendous  bridge,   his  joy  increas'd.  fvveet) 

Long  he  admiring  ftood,  'till  fin,  his  fair  That  thou  on  earth  hadil  profper'd,  whkh   thy 
Inchanting  daughter,  thus  the  fiknce  broke  :  looks 

Ad 
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Ad  te  continuo  impulsus  vi  concita  caeca, 

Nos  medii  quanquam  arcercnt  complexibus  orbcs, 

Certa  fequi  comitemque  fmrul  tibi  ducere  natum, 

Corripior :  tres  tanta  pari  concordia  fato 

Alligat!  haud  jam  erebus  vafta  regione  tenebat, 

Invia  nec  picei  cohibebant  ftagna  barathri, 

Sectantes  tua  clara  avido  veftigia  paflu. 

Ha&enus  horrendo  tenebrarum  in  carcere  claufis, 

Aufpicete,  rediit  libertas  candida;  regni 

Tu  bene  munitos  nobis  huc  tendere  flnes, 

Tu  pontis  portentum  hujus  fuper  atra  dedifti 

Moliri  vada;  te  magnum  novus  ifte  tyrannum 

Mundus  habet,  nactum  late  virtute  potenti 

Alterius  conftructa  manu :  noftram  ulta  ruinam 

Egregie  miranda  tuae  fapientia  mentis, 

Et  pugnae  plufquam  reparavit  damna  prioris. 

Hic  princeps  late  dominaberis ;  haud  ita  ccelo 

Fas  erat.     Ille  autem  aetherea  flne  regnet  in  aula, 

Now  alfo  evidence,  but  ftrait  I  felt  To  fortify  thus  far,  and  over-lay, 

(Tho'  diftant  from  thee  worlds  between,  yet  felt)  With  this  portentous  bridge,   the  dark  abyfs. 

That  I  muft  after  thee,  with  this  thy  fon :  Thine  now  is  all  this  world ;  thy  virtue  hath  won 

Such  fatal  confequence  unites  us  three!  What  thy  hands  builded  not :  thy  wifdom  gain'd, 

Hell  could  no  longer  hold  us  in  her  bounds :  With  cdds,  what  war  hath  loft :  and  fully  aveng'd 

Nor  this  un-voyageable  gulf  obfcure  Our  foil  in  heav'n  :    here  thou  fhalt    monarch 

Detain,  from  following  thy  illuftrious  track.  reign; 

Thou  haft  atchiev"d  our  liberty,  confin'd  There  did'ft  not :  there  let  him  ftill  vidor  fway, 

Within  hell-gates  'till  now :  thou  us  impower*d 
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(Sic  belli  fortuna  jubet)  cum  fponte  recenti 
Migrarit  mundo,  &  defertis  cefierit  oris. 
Scilicet  hinc  tecum  imperium  difcrimine  certo, 
Ipfe  empyrei  contentus  limite  cceli, 
Dividat  aequali  partitu  jure,  fuaque 
Quadrata  ditione  tuum  difterminet  orbem ; 
Aut  te  alio  tandem  certamine  viribus  au&um 
Sentiat,  &  folio  ancipiti  graviora  minatum. 

Huic  deinde  exultans  tenebrarum  talia  princeps : 
Filia  pulcra,  idemque  mini  tu  nate  nepofque, 
Jam  claris  patet  indiciis  a  fanguine  cretos 
Vos  Satanse  (namque  omnipotentis  numinis  hoflem 
Et  dici  juvat,  &  celfo  me  nomine  jafto) 
Ampla  quidem  de  me,  ftygiae  de  fratribus  aula? 
Omnibus  ampla  etiam  meriti ;  prope  moenia  coeli 
Ipfa  triumphantes  qui  fic  junxiftis  opima 
Veftra  trophaea  meis ;  mundique  haec  arva  plagafque 
Infernas,  nunc  regna  eadem  fociaftis,  eandem 

As  battle  hath  adjudgd;  from  this  new  world  Of  Satan,  (for  I  glory  in  the  namff, 

Retiring,  by  his  own  doom  alienated  :  Antagonift  of  heavVs  Almighty  King) 

And  henceforth  monarchy  with  thee  dmde  Amply  have  merited  of  nie,   of  all 

QfaU  things,  parted  by  th'  empyreal  bounds,  Th'  infernal  empire,  that,  fo  near  heavVs  door,. 

His  quadrature,  from  thy  orbicular  world ;  Triumphal  with  triumphal  aft  have  met, 

Or  try  th.ee  now  more  dang>ous  to  his  throne.  Mine  with  this  glorious  work;     and  made  one 

Whom  thus  the  prince  of  darknefs  anfwer'd  glad :  realm 

Fairdaughter,andthoufonandgrand-childboth,  Hell,  and  this  world,  oce  realm,  one  continent 


High  proof  ye  now  have  giv'tt  to  be  the  race 
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Nunc  patriam,  atquc  unas  communi  littorc  fcdes. 
Ergo  agitc,  &  tcncbras  intcr  dum  tramitc  vcftro 
Ipfc  itcr  ad  focios  fect.abor  laetius  arccs, 
Ut  pandam  haec  portenta,  ut  dulcia  partiar  illis 
Gaudia,  vos  celeres  Edeni  tenditc  regna 
Per  varios,  quos  late  orbcs  ditione  tenetis. 
Macte  ibi  perpetuis  fceptris,  ibi  pace  ferena 
Per  terras  dulce  impcrium  exercete,  per  auras 
Undique ;  prae  cuncuis  hominem,  qui  fcilicet  unus 
Regnator  terrarum  audit,  compefcite ;  fraeno 
Hunc  premite  ac  vinclis,  &  tandem  abfumite  letho. 
In  veftras  ibi  plena  manus  tranfmifTa  poteftas, 
Vifque  immenfa  mei,  nullifque  coercita  virtus 
Finibus ;  in  vobis  cuncta  inclinata  recumbunt. 
Haec  alacres  nova  regna  opibus  defendite  junctis, 
Atis  8c  aufpiciis  fpatia  ampla  potentior  Hades 
Occupet :  hinc  quantis  fe  attollet  gloria  rebus 
Tartarea !  ite  igitur  fortes,  atque  omine  lzeto. 

Of  eafy  thorough-fare.     Therefore  while  I  Chiefly  on  man,  fole  lord  of  all  declar'd : 

Defcend  thro'  darknefs  on  your  road  with  eafe  Him  firft  make  fure  your  thrall,    and  laftly  kill. 

To  my  afibciate  pow'rs,  them  to  acquaint  My  fubftitutes  I  fend  you,  and  create 

With  thefe  fucceffes,  and  with  them  rejoice;  Plenipotent  on  earth,  of  matchlefs  might 

You  two  this  way,  among  thefe  numerous  orbs  Iffuing  from  me  :    on  your  joint  vigor  now 

All  yours,    right  down  to  paradife  defcend:  My  hold  of  this  new  kingdom  all  depends; 

There  dwell,    and  reign  in  blifs ;    thence  on  the  Thro'  fin  to  death  expos'd,   by  my  exploit. 

earth  If  your  joint  pow'r  prevail,  th'  affairs  of  hell 

Dominion  eotercife,  and  in  the  air,  No  detriment  need  fear :  go,  and  be  ftrong. 

Y  2  His 
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His  dictis,  illi  raptim  inter  fidera  denfa 
Praecipitem  per  inane  fugam  celerare,  venena 
Spargentes  late:  tabenti  protinus  igne 
Sidera  defecere  polo,  tenebrifque  malignis 
CefTerunt  ftygia  conta£li  pefte  planetae. 
Parte  alia  infuetum  Satanas  tendebat  averni 
Ad  portas  iter  attonitus,  qua  ponte  recenti 
Hinc  atque  hinc  fonitum  immanem  divifa  dederunt 
Stagna  Chaus,  fruftra  impofitam  indignantia  molem, 
Dein  portam  ingreditur,  nullo  cuftode,   patentem ; 
Et  defolatas  circum  videt  undique  fedes: 
Nam  vigilum  excubiae,  portae  queis  cura,  volirant 
In  fuperi  nova  regna  orbis :  pars  cetera  averni 
Se  mediis  collecta  plagis  glomeraverat  ipfum 
Ad  Pandaemonium,  folium  fedemque  fuperbam 
Luciferi :  id  Satanas  nomen  de  nomine  duxit 
Sideris,  ante  alios  lucentis  clarius  ignes. 

So  faying,  he  difmifs'd  them  :   they  with  fpeed  Wide  open,  and  un-guarded,  Satan  pafs'd,- 

Their  courfe  thro'  thiclteft  conftellations  held,  And  all  about  found  defolate :  for  thofe 

Spreadingtheirbane:  theblafted  ftarslook'dwan  ;  Appointed  to  fit  there,  had  left  their  charge, 

And  planets,   planet-ftruck,  real  eclipfe  Flown  to  the  upper  world  :   the  reft  were  alL 

Then  fuffer'd.    Th' other  way,  Satan  went  down  Far  to  th'in-land  retir'd,  about  the  walls 

The  caufey  to  hell-gate  :  on  either  fide,  Of  Pand<emonium,   city,  and  proud  feat 

Difparted  Chaos  over-built  exclaim'd,  Of  Lucifer,  (fo  by  allufion  call'd 

And  with  rebounding  furge  the  bars  aflail'd,  Of  that  bright  ftar  to  Satan  paragon'd) 
That  fcornd  his  indignation.   Through  the gate, 
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Hic  vigilum  cxcubucrc  cohors,  duni  grandc  coacti 
Concilium  proccrcs  rcgni  de  rcbus  agcbant, 
Solliciti  mora  quae  magnum  tam  longa  tencrct 
Indupcratorcm :  nam  fic  mandavcrat  ipfe 
Difccdcns ;  hi,  quae  dederat  mandata,  faceflunt. 
Qualis  ubi  Scytha,  quem  propc  Mofcoviticus  hoftis 
Infequitur,  rura  aggeribus  cooperta  nivofis 
Defcrit  Aftracanae;  feu  qualis  Perfa  tyrannus, 
Turcarum  cum  figna  fugax  lunata  tremifcit, 
Et  faltus  longe  armenios  lateque  vacantes 
Deftituens,  abit  aut  Caibini  aut  Tauridis  arces; 
Haud  aliter  profuga  haec  dudum  cceleftibus  oris 
Agmina  deferuere  una,   poft  jugera  multa  relictos 
Jugera  nigray  erebi  fines;  arcemque  fupremam 
Mutata  excubiis  cautis  ftatione  tenebant. 
Jamque  pererratis  audaci  indagine  mundis 
Impavidum  expectant  rediturum  ad  limina  regem, 
Ille  autem  ingenti  taciti  fefe  intulit  aulae 

Therekepttheirwatchthelegions,while  thegrand  The  realm  of  Aladule,  in  his  retreat 

In  council  fat,  follicitous  what  chance  To  Tauris,  or  Cajbin.   So  thefe,  the  late 

Might  intercept  their  emperor  fent :  fo  he  Heav'n  baniih'd  hoft,  left  defert  utmoft  hell   - 

Departing  gave  command,  and  they  obferv'd.  Many  a  dark  league,  reduc'd  in  careful  watch 

As  when  the  Tartar  from  his  Rujjian  foe ,  Round  their  metropolis ;    and  now  expefting 

By  Aftracan,  over  the  fnowy  plains,  Each  hour  their  great  adventurer,  from  the  fearch 

Retires;   or  Baclrian  fophy  from  the  homs  Of  foreign  vvorlds.  He  thro"  the  midft  un-mark'dr 
Of  Turkifi  crefcent,  leaves  all  wafte  beyond 

Ordinis. 
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Ordinis  indutus  formam  vultufque  minoris, 
Per  medios  late  incedens,  neque  cognitus  ulli  j 
Dein  folium  afcendit,  fumma  quod  fede  fuperbum 
Auleis  oftro  intextis  efrulfit  &  auro. 
Sedit  ibi  paulum  &  fua  circumfpexit  ab  alto 
Agmina,  opertus  adhuc  tenebris :   tum  fideris  inftar 
Erupit,  veluti  e  nebula,  penitufque  videndum 
Explicuit  vanum  fplendorem,  &  quanta  prioris 
Omnipotens  maniifle  finit  veftigia  lucis. 
At  ftygiae  fubito  attonitos  fplendore  catervse 
Convertere  repente  oculos,  magnumque  fonanti 
Sollicite  optatum  plaufu,  agnovere  tyrannum : 
Nec  mora,  concilio  ex  fummo  nigroque  receffu 
Accelerantque  ruuntque  duces,  fremituque  fecundo 
Gratantur  reducem :  dehinc  ipfe  filentia  dextra 
Imperat,  &  trahit  attentas  his  vocibus  aures  : 
Sceptra,  poteftatefque,  excelfi  nominis  arces, 

In  fhevv  plebeian   angel  miljtant  Was  left  him,   or  falfe  glitter.     All   amazd 

Of  lowelt  order  pafs'd  ;    and  from  the  door  At  that  fo  fudden  blaze,   the  Stygian  throng 

Of  that  Plutonian  hall,  invifible  Bent  their  afpeft;  and  whom  they  wvfrfd,  beheld, 

Afcended  his  high  throne  :   which,  under  ftate  Theirmightychief  returnM:  loudwasth'acclaim  f 

Of  richeft  textcre  fpread,  at  th'  upper  end  Forth  rufh'd  in  hafte  the  great  confulting  peers, 

Was  plac'd,  in  regal  luftre.      Down  a-while  Rais'd  from  the  dark  divan,  and  with  like  joy 

He  fat,   and  round  about  him  faw,   unfeen.  Congratulant  approach'd  him ;  who  with  hand 

At  laft,  as  from  a  cloud,  his  fulgent  head,  Silence,  and  with  thefe  words,  attention  won  : 
Andfhapeftar-bright  appear'd,  or  brighter  ;  clad  Thrones,    dominations,    princedoms,   virtues, 

With  what  permiflive  glory  fince  his  fall  pow'rs, 

Nominis 
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Nominis  haud  vani ;  lasta  nam  vocc  faluto, 

Nunc  decui  antiquum  atque  infignia  vcftra  tencntcs : 

Faufta  adeo  fortuna  vias  mihi  ccffit,  &  ipfas 

Spcs  fupcrans:  hinc  vos  lugubri  ex  gurgite  ducam, 

Viclor  cgo  incedcns,  diro  horrificoque  barathro, 

Carcere  quo  claudi,  mcerorum  fcdibus  atris, 

Ifte  fuos  voluit  rcx  implacabilis  hoftes. 

Hinc  propcrate  alacres,  mundique  immenfa  tencte 

Regna  novi,  quae  vix  cceli  natalious  oris 

Concedant;  ego  quae  vobis  per  mille  labores 

Hac  rapui,  per  mille  ruens  difcrimina,  dextra. 

Quid  memorem,  mala  quse  praedura,  ac  tasdia  paflus, 

Quam  varios  cafus  ;  quanto  molimine  fudans 

Trans  vacua  atque  immenfa,  feroque  agitata  tumultu 

Vix  tandem  obnitens  ierim  vada :   quae  fuper,  Ate 

Grande  pavimentum  magni  jam  condidit  Hadis 

Auxiliis :  ea  vos  facili  via  tramite  ducet. 

Aft  ego,  praeruptumque  atque  intractabile  abyfll 

For,  in  pofleffion  fuch,  not  only  of  right  With  peril  great  atchieVd.     Long  were  to  tell 

I  call  you,  and  declare  you  now ;  return'd  What  I  have  done ;  what  fuffer'd  ;  with  what  paia 

Succefsful  beyond  hope,  to  lead  you  forth,  Voyag'd  th'  un-real,  vaft,  un-bounded  deep 

Triumphant  out  of  this  infernal  pit  Of  horrible  confufion  !   over  which, 

Abominable,  accurs'd,  the  houfe  of  woe,  By  fin  and  death,    a  broad  way  now  is  pav'd, 

And  dungeon  of  our  tyrant!  now  poftefs,  To  expedite  your  glorious  march  :  but  I 
As  lords,  a  fpacious  world ;  to  our  native  heav'n       Toil'd  ont  my  uncouth-  pafiage,  forc'd  to  ride 
Little  inferior,  by  my  adventure  hard 

Per 
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Per  barathrum,  arduum  iter  vici,  longum  obrutus  atra 

iEternae  Noclifque  Chaufque  ferocis  in  alvo : 

Nam,  fua  ne  caeco  obruerem  fecreta  profundo, 

Noxque  Chaofque  viam  infuetam  prohibere  frementi 

Invidia;  &  rabido  late  clamore  fupremum 

Fas  obteftari.    Tenebris  emerfus  ab  iftis 

Orbem  deinde  novum  inveni,  quem  fama  futurum 

Ccelo  olim  cecinit,  concinnum  atque  omnibus  orbem 

Perfectum  numeris ;  hominemque  ibi  dulcia  regna 

Felicefque  domos  frbi  noftra  ex  clade  trahentem. 

Huic  egomet  magni  legem  violare  parentis 

Perfuafl,  pomoque  trahens  mirabile !  vici. 

Inde  ardens  pater,  &  ridenda  concitus  ira, 

Ipfe  ultro  dileclum  hominem  &  nova  regna  remittens, 

Taedia  non  belli,  non  ulla  pericula  paflis 

Praedam  Ati  facilem  atqiie  Hadi,  nobifque  proinde 

Concefiit ;  loca  nos  late  ditione  tenentes 

Immensa,  laeto  fpatiabimur  orbe,  datifque 


Th'  untra&able  abyfs,  plung'd  in  the  womb 
Of  un-original  night,  and  Chaos  wild  : 
That,  jealous  of  their  fecrets,  fiercely  oppos'd 
My  journey  ftrange,  with  clamorous  uproar 
Piotefting  fate  fupreme  :  thence,  how  I  found 
The  new-created  world,  which  fame  in  heav'n 
Long  had  fore-told  :  a  fabric  wonderful, 
Of  abfolute  perfedlion !   therein  man, 
Plac'd  in  a  paradife,  by  our  exile 


Made  happy.      Him  by  fraud  I  have  feduc'd 
From  his  creator ;  and,  the  more  to  increafe 
Your  wonder,  with  an  apple.     He  thereat 
Offended,  (worth  your  laughter!)  hath  giv'n  up 
Both  his  belov'd  man,  and  all  his  world, 
To  fin  and  death,  a  prey ;    and  fo  to  us ; 
Without  our  hazard,  labor,  or  alarm; 
To  range  in,  and  to  dwell,  and  over  man 


Quondam 
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Quondam  homini  imperiis  homincm  cxcrcebimus  ipfum. 

Et  mihi,  (fabor  enim)  aut  ferpcnti  dcnique  bruto, 

Quem  fraudcs  adeo  occultas  mentitus  agebam, 

Judicii  pcenam  indixit :   quod  me  attinet,  inter 

Meque  hominemque  odio  aeterno  fera  bella  trahcntur. 

Eft  mihi  conterere  huic  calcem :    Semenque  viciflim 

Hujus,  at  incertum  qua  tempeftate,  caput  mi 

Atteret :  attrita  cute  quis  dubitaverit  orbem 

Mercari,  aut  longe  gravioris  vulncre  poenae  ? 

Scilicet  hcec  vobis  peperi.  Quin  gaudia  adite 
Celfa,  Dei,  uberibus  femper  manantia  rivis. 

Conftitit  his  dictis  paulum,  fremitufque  fecundos 
Et  plaufus  comitum  expe&ans:  at  fibila  contra 
Innumeris  miferanda  audit  ftridentia  linguis, 
Ludibrii  figna  unanimis.     Stupet  infcius  ingens 
Portentum ;  fua  deinde  magis  ftupet  ipflus  ora 
In  longum  protracla  apicem,  concretaque  coftis 

To  rule,  as  over  all  he  fhould  have  rul'd.  But  up,  and  enter  now  into  full  blifs  ? 
True  is,  me  alfo  he  hath  judg'd,  or  rather  So  having  faid,  a-while  he  ftood,  expefting 

Me  not,  but  the  brute  ferpent,  in  whofe  fhape  Their  univerfal  fhout  and  high  applaufe, 

Man  I  deceiv'd.  That  which  to  me  belongs,  To  fill  his  ear:  when,  contrary,  he  hears 

Is  enmity,    which  he  will  put  between  On  all  fides  from  innumerable  tongues, 

Me  and  mankind.    I  am  to  bruife  his  heel ;  A  difmal  univerfal  hifs,  the  found 

His  feed,  when  is  not  fet,  fhall  bruife  my  head.  Of  public  fcorn!  he  wonder'd,  but  not  Iong 

A  world  who  would  not  purchafe  with  a  bruife,  Had  leifure,   wond'ring  at  himfelf  now  more : 

Or  much  more  grievous  pain  ?  you  have  th'  account  His  vifage  drawn  he  felt  to  fharp,  and  fpare ; 
Of  my  performance :  what  remains,  ye  gods, 

Vol.  II.  Z  Brachia, 
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Brachia,  multiplicique  implexa  volumine  crura. 
Tum  ruit,  ad  terramque  abje&o  pe&ore  pronus 
Concidit,  informi  fpectandus  corpore  ferpens, 
Multa  ferox  contra  oblu&ans  molimine  vano: 
Vitenuitdurajam  dextra  potentior,  ipsa 
Pendentem,  modo  qua  peccarat  imagine,  poenas; 
Namque  ita  judicii  data  lex.     Dein  farier  orfus 
Sibila  vana  dedit,  linguifque  arguta  trifulcis 
Lingua  trifulca  fonos  fimili  ftridore  remiflt : 
Serpentis  nam  forma  omnes  jam  adduxerat,  omnes 
Participes  coepti  immanis  fcelerifque  miniftros. 
Atria  terriflcis  complentur  vafta  fufurris ; 
°Tot  colubri  capita  implexi  caudafque  minaces, 
Sibila  tot  fpiflb  ftrident  examine  monftra, 
Scorpios  atque  Afpis,  dira  Amphiibaena,  Ceraftes 
Corniger,  Hydrufque  ac  Dipfas:  quot  triftibus  agris 
Haud  quondam  effudit  tellus  confperfa  cruore 
Gorgonio,  aut  horrens  ferpentum  Ophiufa  creatrix. 

His  arms  clung  to  his  ribs ;  his  legs  intwining  Alike,  to  ferpents  all,  as  acceflbries 

Each  other,  till  fupplanted  down  he  fell :  To  hisbold  riot :  dreadful  was  the  din 

A  monftrous  ferpent  on  his  belly  prone  Of  hifling  thro''  the  hall !   thick  fwarming  now 

Reluftant,   but  in  vain  :  a  greater  pow'r  With  complicated  monfters,  head  and  tail; 

Now  rul'd  him,  punifh'd  in  the  fhape  he  fin'd,  Scorpion  and  Afp,  and  Amphifhsena  dire, 

According  to  his  doom.     He  would  have  fpoke;  Ceraftes  horn'd,  Hydruf,  and  Ellops  drear, 

But,  hifs  for  hifs  return'd,  with  forked  tongue,  And  Dipfas.  Not  fo  thick  fwarm'd  once  the  foil 

To  forked  tongue :    fornow  were  all  transform'd  Bedrop'd  with  blood  of  Gorgon  :  or,  theifle 

At 
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At  celfis  medius  Satanas  ccrvicibus  cxtat, 
Vafta  mole  Draco ;  major,  quam  vallibus  olim 
Limofis  genuit  folis  quem  torrida  flamma, 
Immanis  Python :  vifus  nec  imagine  tantum, 
At  virtute  etiamnum  omnes  fuperare  feroci. 
Illum  omnis  campos  abeuntem  turba  patentes 
Infequitur,  profugae  coelo  qua  tota  cohortis, 
Quanta  fuper  vis  eflet  adhuc,  ftatione  potiti, 
Aut  longe  explicuere  acies,  rcgemque  tueri 
Ducentem  lzetos  avidi  cupiere  triumphos. 
Ecce  vident,  heu  longe  alia  fpeclacula,  ccetus 
Serpentum  informes ;  gelidus  fimul  omnibus  horror 
Incidit,  &  cognata  lues :  qualefque  tuentur, 
Protinus  induti  fcedas  ftupuere  figuras. 
Brachialapfacadunt;  clypeus  procumbit  &  hafta, 
Procumbunt  fimul  ipii,  6c  iibila  dira  repente 
Inftaurant,  miferae  pafli  contagia  peftis ; 

Ophiufa.     Bat  ftill  greateft  he  the  midft,  They  faw,  but  other  fight  inftead  !    a  Crowd 

Now  dragon  grown  ;     larger  than  whom  the  fun  Of  ugly  ferpents :  horror  on  them  fell, 

Ingender'd  in  the  Pytkian  vale  on  flime,  And  horrid  fympathy  :  for  what  they  faw, 

Huge  Python  !  and  his  pow'r  no  lefs  he  feem'd  They  felt  themfelves,  now  changing  :  dowa  "their 

Above  the  reft  ftill  to  retain.      They  all  arms, 

Him  follow'd,  ifluing  forth  to  th'  open  field ;  Down  fell  both  fpear  aad  fliield  ;  down  they  as 

Where  all  yet  left  of  that  revolted  rout,  faft  : 

Heav'n-fall'n,  in  ftation  ftood,  or  juft  array ;  And  the  dire  hifs  renew'd,  and  the  dire  form 

Sublime  with  expeftation,  when  to  fee  Catch'd  by  contagion;  like  in  punifhment, 

In  triumph  iiTuing  forth  their  glorious  chief, 

Z  2  Jamque 
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Jamque  pares  jungunt,  ut  quondam  crimina,  poenae. 
Ufque  adeo  fera  pro  dulci  convitia  plaufu, 
Pro  lzeto  multum  attoniti  fenfere  triumpho 
Ingeminata  fuis  fibi   faeva  opprobria  linguis. 
Quin  fubita  emicuit,  poenas  auctura  feroces, 
Silva,  (Deo  placitum)  pulcri  laetiffima  fruclus, 
Qualis  amabilibus  Paradifi  floruit  hortis, 
Quo  fcelerum  inventor  captam  deluferat  Evam. 
Luftravere  diu  portentum  immane  filentes, 
Jam  vetitas  creviffe  rati  pro  fimplice  multas 
Arbore,  deteriorum  irritamenta  malorum. 
At  dira  efurieque  fitique  urentibus  acri, 
Invitis  carpfere  animis:  mora  nulla,  frequentes 
Advolvere  fimul  numeros,  atque  arbore  in  omni 
Agmine  pendentes  denfo  numerifque  coa&is 
Horrifica?  anguineos  crines  vicere  Megasrae. 
Continuo  poma  avellunt,  induta  nitore 

As  in  their  crime.    Thus  was  th'  applaufe  they  Their  earneft  eyes they  nx'd;  imagining, 

meant,  For  one  forbidden  tree,  a  multitude 

Turn'd  to  exploding  hifs,  triumph  to  mame,  Now  ris'n,  to  work  them  further  woe  or  iharae  l 

Caft  on  themfelves  from  their  own  mouths.  There  Yet  parch'd  with  fcalding  thirft  and liunger  fierce, 

ftood  Tho'  to  delude  them  fent,  could  not  abftain : 

A  grove  hard  by,  fprung  up  with  this  their  change,  But  on  they  roll'd  in  heaps,  and.  up  the  trees, 

{His  will,  who  reigns  above!)  to  aggravate  Climbing,  fat  thicker  than  the  fnaky  locks 

Their  penance,  laden  with  fruit,  like  that  That  curl'd  Meg<era:  greedily  they  pluck'd 

Which  grew  in  paradife,  the  bait  of  Eve  The  fruitage,  fair  to  fight,    like  that  which  grew 
Us'd  by  the  tempter :  on  that  profpett  ftrange 

Haud 
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Haud  alio,  quam  quae  Sodomaj  flammantia  propter 
Mcenia  floruerant  piceofque  bituminis  seftus: 
Hasc  tadlum  infidiis  luferunt,  illa  palatum. 
Ardentes  faturare  famem,  dulcedine  frugis 
Formofae  allecti,  pomis  pro  fuavibus  acres 
Fregerunt  cineres  fonitu  crepitante  remiflbs  : 
Sspe,  fltis  nam  fuadet,  amorque  irritat  edendi, 
Tentarunt ;  toties  ora  indignantia  torquet 
Afpera  fuligo,  cinerumque  ingratus  amaror.. 
Ergo  ipfos  iterum  atque  iterum  captabat  acerbis 
Fraus  eadem  laqueis,  hominem  qui  nuper  inani, 
Exceptum  femel  infldiis,  rifere  triumpho. 
Sic  miferosmacilentafames  repetitaque  agebant 
Sibila,  dum  formas  veteres  fuprema  poteftas 
Redderet :   at  fequitur  paenis,  ut  fertur,  eifdem 
Per  certos  renovata  dies  fors  dura  quotannis, 
Contufi  ut    pereant  faftus,  cedatque  cruentis 
Cordibus  humanam  ob  cladem  concepta  voluptas,. 

Near  that  bituminous  lake  where  Sodam  flam'd  :  Into  the  fame  illufion ;  not  as  man 

This  more  delufive,  not  the  touch,  but  tafte  Whom  they  triumph'd,  once  laps'd.    Thus  were 

Deceiv'd  :     they  fondly  thinking  to  allay  thsy  plagu'd 

Their  appetite  with  guft,  inftead  of  fruit  And  worn  with  famine,   long   and  ceafelefs   hifs, 

Chew'd  bitter  athes,  which  th'  ofFended  tafte  'Till  their  loft  fhape,  permitted,  they  refum'd; 

With  fpattering  noife  rejefted:    oft  they  aflay'd,  Yearly  injoin'd,  fome  fay,  to  undergo 

Hunger  and  thirft  conftraining:    drug'd  as  ofc  This  annual  humbling  certain  number'd  days,, 

With  hatefulleft  difrelilh,   writh'd  their  jaws,  To  daih  their  pride,  and  joy  for  man  fuduc'cL. 


■With  foot,  and  cinders  fUl'd:    fo  oft  they  fell 
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Sed  vaga  per  gentes  quaefiti  fama  triumphi 
Exiit;  &  cecinere,  ut  ferpens,   dictus  Ophion, 
Eurynome  primo  cum  conjuge,    (forfitan  Eva, 
Nomine  mutato,  regnandi  infana  cupido 
Quam  rapuit)  celfum  ditione  teneret  Olympum  ; 
Pulfus  deinde  Opis  ac  Saturni  viribus,  ante 
Dictaeis  lucem  attigerat  quam  Jupiter  oris. 
Par  ftygium  interea  fines  penetrarat  Edeni, 
Heu  nimis  accelerans :   Atis  fed  dira  poteftas 
Ante  diu,  virefque  aderant ;  nunc  corpore  vero 
Ingreditur,  ftatuitque  domos  ibi  ponere  certas. 
Deinde  illam  fociis  comitatus  paflibus  Hades, 
Nondum  exceptus  equi  tergo  pallentis,  euntem 
Infequitur,  grefTufque  premit.     Cui  talibus  Ate : 

Quid  tandem,  6  late  domitor,  Satanas  altera  proles, 
Imperia  haec  cenfes,  duro  licet  empta  labore? 
Nonne  frui  regno  hic  fatius,  quam  limine  nigro 
Veftibuloque  erebi  excubias  agere  ufque  filentes, 

However,   fome  tradition  they  difpers'd  Too  foon  arriv'd;    fin,  there  in  pow'r  before, 

Among  the  heathen,  of  their  purchafe  got,  Once  aftual;  now  in  body,  and  to  dwell 

And  fabled  how  the  ferpent,  whom  they  call'd  Habitual  habitant;  behind  her  cleath, 

Opbion,  with  Eurynome  (the  wide-  Clofe  following  pace  for  pace,  notmounted  yet 

Encroaching  E<ve  perhaps)  had  firfl  the  rule  On  his  pale  horfe:  to  whom  fin  thus  began : 
Of  high  Olympus ;   thence  by  Saturn  driv'n,  Second  of  Satan  fprung,  all-conqu'ring  death' 

And  Ops,  e'er  yet  DiEitcan  Jow  was  born.  What  think'ft  thouof  our  empire  now,  tho'earn'd 

JVlean-while  in  paradife  the  hellifh  pair  With  travel  difficult  ?  not  better  far, 

Abjeclos, 
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Abjcctos,  &  honorc  carens  &  nomine  vulgus; 
Tcquc  ubi  fa?va  fimes  fpoliique  urgebat  egcftas? 

Hacc  properc  refponfa  refcrt  inamabile  monftrum : 
Quid  refert,  rabies  dum  aeterna  fatigat  cdcndi, 
Tartara  an  Edenum  teneam,  ccelum-nc  fupcrnum? 
Optimus  ille  locus,  qua  ubcrrima  copia  praedae : 
Ampla  hic  luxuries ;  non  quanta  explerit  avaro 
Ingluviem  mi  immanem  &  inexfaturabile  corpus. 

Olli  deinde  iterum  genetnx  incefta  remiiit : 
Ergo  herbis  primum,  pomifque,  &  floribus  iftis 
Vefcere ;  tum  pecudes  pifcefque,  haud  vilia  frufta, 
Corripe,  avefque  omnes ;  &  quicquid  ftraverit  unca 
Falce  rapax  tempus,  morfu  confume  voraci. 
Ut  ver6  ftirps  tota  hominum  me  acceperit  imis 
Inftdentem  animis,  vultufque  &  pectora,  voces, 
Faclaque  polluero ;  tibi  fumma  atque  optima  praeda 
Accedet  miro  tandem  condita  fapore. 

ThanftillatheH'sdark  threfliold  t' have  fat  watch,  Thou  therefore  on  thefe  herbs,   and  fruits,   and 
Un-nam'd,  un-dreaded,  and  thy  felf  half  ftarv'd?  flow'rs 

Whom  thus  the  fin  born  monfter  anfwer'd  foon :  Feed  firft;  on  each  beaft  next,  andfifh,  and  fbwlj 

To  me,  who  with  eternal  famine  pine,  No  homely  morfels !  and  whatever  thing. 

Alike  is  hell,  or  paradife,  or  heav'n;  The  fcithe  of /»»f  mowsdown,  devour  un-fpar'd  : 

There  beft,  where  moft  with  ravin  I  may  meet :  'Till  I  in  man  refiding,  thro'  the  race, 

Which  here,  tho'  plenteous,  all  too  little  feems  His  thoughis,his  looks,  words,  adtions,  allinfeift; 

To  ftuffthis  maw,  this  vaft  un-hide-bound  corps.  And  feafbn  bim  thy  laft  andfweeteft  prey. 

To  whom  th'  inceftuous  mother  thus  reply'd  : 

ttsc 
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Hax  ubi  dicta,  gradum  diverfis  callibus  ambo 
Corripiunt,  ambo  ardentes  diffundere  cladis 
Semina  per  terras,  citiufque  aut  ferius  omne 
Viventum  genus  eruere,  atque  abfumere  letho. 
Quod  fimul  ac  fumma  folii  profpexit  ab  arce 
Omnipotens,  divum  circumdatus  agmine  denfo, 
Affatus  rutilas  claro  fic  ore  catervas: 

En  ftygios  flammante  canes  furor  impete  qualis 
Corripit,  ut  mundi  vaftent  loca  lasta  recentis, 
Quem  tanto  decore  ornavi,  pulcrumque,  bonumque 
Conftitui;  &  fimili  fervaffem  in  faecula  forma, 
Has  ultro  demens  hominum  ni  admiferat  error 
Praedantes  furias,  inopem  me  dicere  mentis 
Haud  veritas :  quali  opprobrio  nec  parcit  averni 
Regnator  grege  cum  turpi ;  quod  fcilicet  ipfos 
Tam  dulci  finerem  facilis  fuccedere  terrae 
Liberius,  regnoque  hoftes  dignarer  atroces ; 
Qui  rident,  torrente  ira  ceu  concitus,  ipfis 

This  faid,  they  both  betook  them  feveral  ways ,  Kept  in  that  ftate,  had  not  the  folly  of  nian 

Eoth  to  deftroy,  or  un-immortal  make  Let  in  thefe  wafteful  furies;  who  impute 

All  kinds;  and  for  deftruftion  to  mature,  Folly  to  me:  fo  doth  the  prince  of  hell, 

Sooner  or  later  :  which  th'Almighty  feeing,  And  his  adherents,    that  with  fo  much  eafc 

From  his  tranfcendent  feat  the  faints  among,  I  fuffer  them  to  enter,  and  poffefs, 

To  thofe  bright  orders  utter'd  thus  his  voice  :  A  place  fo  heav'nly;   and  conniving,  feem 

See  withwhat  heat  thefe  dogs  of  hell  advance,  To  gratify  my  fcornful  enemies ; 

To  wafte  and  havock  yonder  world;  which  I  That  laugh,  as  if  tranfported  with  fome  £t 
So  fair  andgood  created:  andhad  ftill 


Cuncla 
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Cuncta  rcmiflflem,  effraeni  dominanda  furori. 
Hos  ade6  fallit,  venifle  haec  littora  noftro 
Imperio  accitos,  erebi  de  fede  molofibs, 
Ut  lambant,  hominum  vitia  impuriflima  faeces 
Quas  orbi  intulerint  puro,  &  flne  labe  creato. 
Dum  fanie  immunda  faturati,  ac  fordibus  atris 
Turgentes,  fimul  Ate  Hadefque,  horrenda  nigrantis 
Defcendant  per  vafta  Chaus,  comitante  Sepulcri 
Ingluvie ;  dextraeque  tuae,  mea  Nate  voluptas 
Unica,  praecipites  dejecli  turbine,  faevas 
iEternum  fignent  fauces  praedantis  averni. 
Hinc  coelum  emerget  renovata  fronte  renidens 
Sanctius,  &  maculae  non  ulli  obnoxia  tellus : 
Interea  devota  patent  flmul  utraque  pefti. 

Finierat ;  fancliifque  Patrem  chorus  aetheris  omnis 
Unanimes  cecinere  modisj  denfifque  frementes 
Vocibus,  altifoni  vicerunt  murmura  ponti: 
"  Jufta,   Pater,  quascunque  jubes,  quaecunque  faceflis; 

Of  paffion,  I  to  them  had  quitted  all,  Both  fin  and  death,  and  yawning  grave,  at  laft, 

At  random  yielded  up  to  their  mif-rule  :  Through  Chaos  hurl'd,  obftruft  the  mouth  of  hell 

And  know  not  that  I  call*d  and  drew  them  thither,  For  ever,  and  feal  up  his  ravenous  jaws. 

My  hell-hounds,  to  lick  up  the  draffand  filth,  Then  heav'nandearthrenew'd,  (hall  bemadepure 

Which  man's  polluting  fin  with  taint  had  fhed  To  fanftity,  that  fhall  receive  no  ftain: 

On  what  waspure:    'till  cram'd  and  gorg'd  nigh  'Tillthen.the  curfe  pronounc'don  both precedes. 

burft,  He  ended,  and  the  heav'nly  audience  loud 

With  fuck'd  and  glutted  offal,  at  one  fling  Sung  hallelujah,  as  the  found  cf  feas, 

Of  thy  viftorious  arm,  well-pleafmg  Son,  Thro'  muititude  thatfung:    "  Juft  are  thy  ways, 

Vol.  II.  A  a  "  Quis 
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"  Quis  poterit  tenuare  tuae  virtutis  honores? 
Dein  Natum ;  quo  dante,  hominum  reparata  vigebit 
Stirps,  ccelumque  novum,  &  laeto  fundamine  tellus. 
Hsec  celfi  fonuere  chori :  cum  maximus  Audtor 
Ardua  pennigeris  mandata,  ut  tempora  pofcunt, 
Nomine  quemque  ciens,  tradit  diverfa  miniftris. 
Sol  primus  curfum  fic  fledere  juftus,  ut  ignes 
Alternis  rapidos  &  non  tolerabile  terris 
Protulerit  frigus ;  rigidum  borealibus  oris 
Nunc  brumae  horrorem,  faevos  nunc  traxerit  aeftus 
Solftitii  flammante  finu.     Tum  munera  lunae 
Pallenti  certa  inftituunt;  reliquifque  planetis 
Coelivagos  curfus,  varia  intervalla,  fitufque 
Diverfos;  ut  jam  fcirent  fe  opponere  hevis 
Frontibus,  horrendos  jam  deinde  adjungere  ccetus. 
Necnon  fideribus  fixis  ja&are  malignas 
Monftravere  faces ;  quaeque  ortum  lumina  folem, 

•<  Righteous  are.  thy  decrees  on  all  thy  works;  As  might  affeft  the  earth  with  cold,  and  hezt. 

"  Who  can  extenuate  thee  ?  next  to  the  Son,  Scarce  tolerable :   and  from  the  north  to  call 

Deftind  reftorer  of  mankind,  by  whom  Decrepit  winter:  from  the  fouth  to  bnng 

New  heav'n  and  earth  fliall  to  the  ages  rife,  Solftitial  fummer^s  heat.     To  the  blanc  moon 

Or  down  from  heav'n   defcend.     Such  was  their  Her  office  they  prefcrib'd:  to  tVother  five, 

fon  Their  planetary  motions  and  afpefls, 

While  the  Creator  calling  forth  by  name  In  fextile,  fquare,  and  trine,  and  oppofite, 

His  mighty  angels,  gave  them  feveral  charge,  Of  noxious  efficacy ;  and  when  to  join 

As  forted  beft  with  prefent  things.     The  fun  In  fynod  un-benign :  and  taught  the  fix'd 

Had  firft  his  precept  fo  to  move,  fo  fhine,  Their  influence  malignant  when  to  fhow'r ; 

Quaa 
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Quoe  comitata  cadentem,  hicmes  nimbofquc  ciercnt. 
Et  ventos  docucrc,  acri  quando  impete  terras 
Mifcerent,  maria  ac  coelos  ;  &  fulmina,  quando 
./Ethereas  quaterent  nigris  terroribus  arces. 
Deinde  fuis  (memorant)  alto  Dcus  orc  miniftris 
Imperat  obliquo  flexu  telluris  utrofque 
Solis  ab  axe  polos  gradibus  bis  pellere  denis 
Amplius  :  hi  totis  connixi  viribus,  aegre 
Motabant  ftabili  libratam  pondere  molem. 
Aft  (alii  ut  perhibent)  verfas  fol  juflus  habenas 
Tot  fpatia  e  foliti  deflexit  tramite  cursus 
Ad  Taurum  eoafque  Atlantidas,  atque  fideles 
Ad  Geminos,  Cancri  dum  metam  attingeret :  inde 
Perque  Leonis  agens,  Librasque  &  Virginis  aftra, 
Ufque  iter  extremos  Capricorni  detulit  ignes. 
Hinc  varia  in  varias  defcendunt  tempora  terras : 
Certe  aliter  tellus  veris  flne  fine  virentis 
Perpetuas  jacrirat  opes,  &  noclibus  sequas 

Which  of  them,  rifing  with  the  fun,  or  falling,  Was  bid  turn  reins  from  th' a:quinoftial  road 

Should  prove  tempeftuous.  To  the  winds  they  fet,  Like  diftant  breadth  to  Taurus,  with  the  fev'n- 

Their  corners ;  when  with  blufter  to  confound  Atlantic  fifters,  and  the  Spartan  twin?, 

Sea,  air  and  fhore :  the  thunder,  when  to  roll  Up  to  the  Tropic  Crabj  thence  down  amain 

With  terror  thro'  the  dark  aereal  hall.  By  Leo,  and  the  Virgin,  and  the  Scales, 

Some  fay,  he  bid  his  angels  turn  afcanfe  As  deep  as  Capricorn ;  to  bring  in  change 

The  poles  of  earth,  twice  ten  degrees  and  more  Of  feafons  to  each  clime  :  elfe  had  the  fpring 

From  the  fun's  axle;  they  vvith  labor  pufh'd  Perpetual  fmiTd  on  earth  with  vernant  flowrs, 

Oblique  the  centric  globe.  Som«  fay,  the  fun  Equal  in  days  and  nights,  except  to  thofe 

A  a  2  Pro- 
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Prodierant  luces,  nifi  qua  frigefcit  utrifque 
Terra  polis  vicina :  ibi  nefcia  cedere  nocti 
Fulferat  alma  dies ;  dum  fol,  licet  igne  remotas 
Debiliore  faces  jaceret,  tamen  ufque  videndus 
Indigenis  conftans,  ortufque  ignarus  eoi 
Hefperiique  obitus,  acies  quantum  ufque  tuentum 
Profpiceret,  certo  luftrarat  lumine  terras : 
Nefcierantque  nives  faevas  glaciemque  rigentem 
Gens  extrema  virum,   quae  proxima  triftibus  auftris, 
Quaeque  tremit  gelido  feptem  fubjedta  trioni. 
Dextra  fimul  fructus  avulferat  impia,  vultu 
Sol  trepido  attonitus  fugit,  (ceu  fama  Thyeftis 
Infandas  fughTe  epulas)  curfufque  repente 

Confueto  flexit  de  tramite.    Sin  minus,  ortu 

An  poterat  primo  terrarum  habitabilis  orbis, 

Labe  licet  vitioque  carens,  vitafie  fevera 

Frigora,  torrentes-ve  aeftus  ?  has  deinde  fecutae 

iEthereas,  fimiles  terris  pontoque  profundo 

Lentius  irrepfere  vices ;  fubiere  maligni 

Beyond  the  polar  circles :   to  them  day  The  fun,  as  from  Tbyejlean  banquet,  turn'd 

Had  ua-benighted  (hon,  while  the  low  fun  His  courfe  intended :  elfe,  how  had  the  world 

To  recompenfe  his  diftance,  in  their  fight  Inhabited,  tho'  finlefs,  more  than  now 

Had  rounded  ftill  th'  horizon,   and  not  known  Avoided  pinching  cold,  and  fcorching  heat  ? 

Or  eaft,   or  weft;  which  had  forbid  the  fnow  Thefe  changes  in  the  heav'nstho'  flow  produc'd 

From  cold  EJiotiland  ;  and  fouth  as  far  Like  change  on  fea  and  land ;  fideral  blaft, 

Seneath  Magellan.     At  that  tafted  fruit,  Vapor  and  mift,  and  exhalation  hot ; 

Aftrorum 
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Aftrorum  vultus,  contaclae  peftibus  aurae 
Tabificis,  triftes  nebulae,  diriquc  vapores. 
Arctoum  a  populis  Scythicique  ab  littoris  ora 
Jam  Boreas  Caurufque,  &  atroci  Thrafcias  una 
Impete,  praruptis  clauftris  de  carcere  aheno 
Profiliunt,  glacieque  truces,  nive,  grandine,  nimbis, 
Convellunt  ftlvas,  evertuntque  aequora  fundo. 
Jamque  Notus  Lybicis  defcendit  montibus  acer 
Praecipitans  hiemefque  feras  tonitruque  fonorum, 
Et  rapidis  flmul  adverfo  de  cardine  flabris 
Eurufque  Zephyrufque  ruunt,  Euroque  propinqui 
At  Zephyro,  altifonus  Vulturnus  &  Africus  horrens. 
Concita  ftc  primos  movere  elementa  tumultus. 
Nunc  Atis  fera  progenies  Difcordia  demens 
Brutorum  immifit  generi  rationis  egenti 
Mortem  odio  immani :  mifcent  civilia  bella 
Commotae  pecudum  turmae,  gentefque  natantdm 
Squamigerae,  levibufque  fecant  quae  nubila  pennis : 

Corrupt  and  peftilent.   Now  from  the  north  From  Serraliona  :    thwart  of  thefe,    as  iierce, 

Of  Ntrumbega,  and  the  Samoed  fhore,  Forth  rufh  the  Levant,    and  the  Ponent  winds, 

Burfling  their  brazen  dungeon,   arm'd  with  ice,  Eurus  and  Zephyr ;  with  their  lateral  noife, 

And  fnow,  and  hail,    and  ftormy  guft,  and  flaw,  Sirocco  and  Libecchio.      Thus  began 

Boreas  and  Ciecias,   and  Argefies  loud,  Out-rage  from  life-lefs  things  :  but  difcord  firft, 

And  Thrafcias,  rend  the  woods,  and  feas  up-turn :  Daughter  of  fin,  among  th'  irrational 

With  adverfe  blaft  up-turns  them  from  the  fouth.  Death  introduc'd,  thro'  fierce  antipathy. : 

Notus,  and  Aftr>  black  with  thund'rous  clouds  Beaft  now  with  beaft  'ganwar,  andfowl  withfowl, 

Quin 
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Quin  folitos  paftus  herbamque  oblita  recentem 
Cognatos  lacerant  animalia  morfibus  artus; 
Nec-fandtos  velut  ante  hominis  venerantia  vultus, 
Inde  procul  fugiunt,  aut  praetereuntia  luftrant 
Aere  tuenti  oculo  torvoque  inimica  furore. 
Tantas  adeo  denfo  incubuerunt  agmine  peftes 
Externas ;  quarum  &  partem  jam  vidit  Adamus, 
Se  licet  abdiderat  nemorum  fecretius  imis 
Afflidus  tenebris;  intus  mala  corde  fub  aegro 
Perfenfit,  longe  externis  graviora,  dolorum 
Immanes  volvens  aeftus :  tum  pe&us  anhelum 
Sic  lenire  parat,  luctufque  effundere  queftu : 

Quae  mihi,  tam  laeto  pridem,  fors  afpera  venit ! 
Gloria  quam  periit  mundi  fugitiva  recentis, 
Ipfe  ego  quam  perii,  dulcis  modo  gloria  mundi ! 
Ecce  fluunt  ccelo  peftes,  quo  munera  dudum 
Fluxerunt :   ora  attonitus  divina  tremifco, 
Quae  nuper  vidifle  adeo  milii  fumma  voluptas. 

And  fifh  with  fifli :  to  graze  the  herb  all  leaving,  And  in  a  troubled  fea  of  paffion  toft, 

Devour'd  each  other :   nor  ftood  much  in  awe  Thus  to  dilburden  fought  with  fad  complaint : 
Of  man,  but  fled  him;  or  with  count'nance  grim,         O  miferable  of  happy  !  is  this  the  end 

Glar'd  on  him  pafling.  Thefe  were  fromwithout  Of  this  new  glorious  world,  and  me  fo  late 

The  growing  miferies,  which  Adam  faw  The  glory  of  that  glory,  who  now  become 

Already  in  part,  tho'  hid  in  gloomieft  fliade,  AccursM,  of  blefled?  hide  me  from  the  face 

To  forrow  abandond :  but  worfe  felt  within :  Of  God,  whom  to  behold  was  then  rny  height 

Sed 
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Scd  mcrcor,  mcritifque  vclim  fuccumbcrc  pccnis. 

Haec  utiiKim  noftios  flnirct  mcta  laborcs! 

Plum  tamcn  fupcrant :  quicquid  comedamvc  bibamve, 

Quid  nifipeftis  erit?  peftis,  mea  tota  propago? 

O  vox  exaudita  olim  dulccdine  mira 

Correpto,   "  Serite  ubcrius,  prolem  edite!  lethi 

Vulnere  nunc  gravior!  quid  enim  miferabilis  edam, 

Quid  pratcr  maledidla  feram  funefta,  gravefque 

Huic  capiti  diras  ?  Series  ita  longa  nepotum 

Incufabit  avum  turpem,  incufabit  Adamum, 

Et  meritis  nimium  opprobriis  inimica  lacefTet : 

Mceftaque  peftifero  contacla  libidinis  igni 

Progenies  fero  demum  execrabitur  sevo. 

Infuper  &  ftirpis  vitium  &  fcelus  omne  futuras 

Mi  validis,  fonti  mifero,  revoluta  recurrent 

Viribus;  inque   fuas  quanquam  remeantia  fedes, 

Ipfum  infefta  prement  infueto  pondere  centrurm 

O  brevia  Edeni  longis  mceroribus  empta 


Of  happinefs  ! — yet  well,  if  here  would  end 

The  mifery ;  I  defervM  it,    and  would  bear 

My  own  defervings:     but  this  will  not  ferve. 

All  that  I  eat  or  drink,   or  ihall  beget, 

Is  propagated  curfe.     O  voice,    once  heard 

DelightfulJy,  Increafc  and  Multiply  ! 

Now  death  to  hear !  for  what  can  I  increafe 

Or  multiply,  but  curfes  on  my  head  ? 

Who  of  all  ages  to  fucceed,  but  feeling 


The  evil  on  him  brought  by  me,  will  cutfe 
My  head  ?  ill  fare  our  anceltor  impure ! 
For  this  we  may  thank  Jdim  !  but  his  thanks 
Shall  be  the  execration.   So  befides 
Mine  own  that  'bide  upon  me,  all  from  me 
Shall  with  a  fierce  reflu.x  on  me  redound  : 
On  me,  as  on  their  natural  centre,  light : 
Heavy,  tho'  in  their  place.    O  fleering  joys 
Of  paradife,  dear-bought  with  lafcing  uoes! 

Gaudia  I 
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Gaudia !  Tene  ulla  orabam  prece,  Conditor,  ut  me, 
Compofitum  terrae  mollito  e  corpore,  vultus 
Humani  in  formam  fabricares?  tene  rogabam, 
Erueres  tacitis  tenebris,  hortique  nitentis 
Donares  fede  hac  laeta  ?  quoniam  effe  voluntas 
Haud  mea  mi  dederit,  fas  certe  aequumque  refolvi 
Me  veterem  in  terram ;  cupiam  qui  reddere  cundta 
Qua?  tuleris,  legi  rigidae  parere  recufans, 
Qua  bona,  nec  quaefita  mihi,  retinenda  dabantur. 
Nonne  fatis  vifum  eft  bona  reddier  ifta?  dolores 
iEternos  etiam  addideris  ?  Quin  fe  tua  folvat 
Juftitia  his  nodis.    At  jurgia  fera,  fatebor, 
Nunc  moveo :  tibi  conditio,  quascunque  fuiffet, 
Jam  tum  debuerat,  cum  primum  oblata,  repelli. 
Perfrueris-ne  bono,  legem  renuifque  fruendi  ? 
Sin  vero  iine  pace  tua  te  finxerit  auclor; 
Ergone,  li  tibi  fors  immanibus  improba  proles 
Vocibus  infurgat,  te  corripiente  retorquens, 
"  Quid  me  adeo  genuifti,  etenim  nil  tale  rogabam; 

Did  I  requeft  thee,  Maker,    from  my  clay  All  I  receivM;  un-able  to  perform 

To  mold  me  man  ?  did  I  follicite  thee  Thy  terms  too  hard,   by  which  I  was  to  hold 

From  davknefs  to  promote  me?  or  here  place  The  good  I  fought  not.   To  the  lofsof  that, 

In  this  delicious  garden  ?  As  my  will  Sufficient  penalty,  why  haft  thou  added 

ConcurM  not  to  my  being,   it  were  but  right  The  fenfe  of  endlefs  woes?  in-explicable 

And  equal,  to  reduce  me  to  my  duft;  Thy  juftice  feems.     Yet  to  fay  truth,  too  late 

D.efiious  to  refign,  and  render  back  I  thus  conteft ;  then  Jhould  have  been  refus'd 

Didane 
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Di&anc  tam  duri  patercris  atrocia  nati  ? 

Hunc  vcro  non  ulla  tuaj  fcntcntia  mentis 

Edidit  in  lucem,  at  naturae  immobilis  ordo. 

Sed  finxit  te  fponte  fua  Deus,  ut  data  jufla 

Perficeres  gratusj  merccs  tc  fiqua  beailet, 

Gratia  fola  Dci  dcderat:  delicta  patrantem 

Ergo  premet,  quafcunque  volet  decernere,  pcenis. 

Efto;  cedo  lubens;  aequa  eft  fententia :  natus 

Pulvere,  pulvis  ero.    Quam  grata  avidoque  petita 
Adveniet  mihi  corde,  ubicunque  advenerit,  hora  ? 
Cur  ita  moliri  omnipotens  jam  dextra  moratur, 
Luce  quod  hac  flxum  ftatuit  ?  cur  triftius  aevum 
Protrahitur,  lcthi  toties  fpe  ludor  inani, 
Cogor  &  aeterno  mcerens  fuperefte  dolori  ? 
Quam  vellem  amplecii  mortalis  munera  fortis 
Laetior,  in  veteris  folvi  primordia  terrae, 
Exanimis,  fecurus,  iners ;  velutique  parentis 

Thefe  terms  w  hatever,  when  they  were  propos'd.  Thy  punifhment  then  juftly  is  at  his  will. 

Thou  didft  accept  them  :  wilt  thou  enjoy  the  good,  Be  it  fo !   for  I  fubmit ;  his  doom  is  fair, 

Then  cavil  the  conditions?  and  tho'  God  That  duft  I  am,  and  (hall  to  duft  return. 

Made  thee  without  thy  leave,  what  if  thy  fon  O  welcome  hour  whenever  !   why  delays 

Prove  difobedient,  and  reprov*d  retort,  His  hand  to  execute,  what  his  decree 

Wherefore  didft  thou  beget  me  ?  I  fought  it  not  :  Fix'd  on  this  day  ?  why  do  I  over-live  ? 

Would'ft  thou  admit,    for  his  contempt  of  thee,  Why  am  Imock'd  with  death,  and  lengthen'd  out 

That  proud  excufe  ?   yet  him  not  thy  election,  To  deathlefs  pain  ?  how  gladly  would  I  meet 

But  natural  neceffity  begot.  Mortality  my  fentence,  and  be  earth 

God  made  thee  of  choice  his  own,  aud  of  his  own  Infenfible !  how  glad  would  lay  me  down, 

To  ferve  him ;  thy  reward  was  of  his  grace;  As  in  my  mother's  lap  !  there  I  fhould  reft, 

Vol.  II.  B  b  In 


194  LIBER    DECIMUS. 

In  gremi o  recubans  dulci  producere  fomnos ! 
Sic  pofito  foret  alta  quies :  non  illius  ultra 
Tunderet  attonitas  vox  fulmine  faevior  aures ; 
Non  ultra  capitique  meo  fobolique  futurae 
Praeciperem  trepidus  volvendos  ufque  labores. 
Hoc  tamen  incertus  metuo,  ne  forfltan  omnis 
Non  moriar;  vigor  aethereae  ne  purior  aurae, 
Qua  Deus  afllavit  terrenos  conditor  artus, 
Corporis  extingui  tarda  cum  mole  recufet. 
Sic  tumulo  pars  mcefta  mei,  aut  caligine  claufa 
Nefc-o  qua,  fuperabit  adhuc,  nec  morte  fruetur. 
Haec  quantum  incuterent  animo,  fi  vera,  pavorem ! 
At  quianam  ?  aethereae  peccavit  fpiritus  auras : 
Quid  moritur,  nifi  quod  vixet  crimenque  patraiTet? 
At  corpus,  proprie,  vitaeque  &  criminis  expers. 
Ergo  omnis  moriar :  fedentur  pectoris  aeftus 
Ancipitis ;  namque  ultra  hominis  mens  tendere  nefcit. 
Sit  quanquam  Deus  aeternus,  duraverit  ira 

And  fleep  fecure:  his  dreadful  voice  no  more  Or  in  fome  other  difraal  place,  who  knows 

Would  thunder  in  my  ears :  no  fear  of  worfe  But  I  lhall  die  a  living  death  ?  O  thought 

To  me,  and  to  my  ofF-fpring,  would  torment  me  Horrid  if  true !  yet  why  ?  it  was  but  breath 

With  cruel  expeftation.  Yet  one  doubt  Of  life  that  fin'd  :  what  dies  but  what  had  life- 

Purfues  me  ftill,  left  all  I  cannot  die;  And  fin  ?  the  body  properly  hath  neither. 

Left  that  pure  breath  of  life,  the  fpirit  of  man,  All  of  me  then  fhall  die :   let  this  appeafe 

Which  God  infpir'd,  cannot  together  perilh  The  doubt,  fince  human  reach  no  fuxther  knows. 

With  this  corpoxeal  clod:   then  in  the  grave,  For  tho'  the  Lord  of  all  be  iniinite, 

Ira 
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jEtcrnum  ?  poflit-ne  fequi  finc  limitc  poenis 

Ufquc  homincm,  certus  vitae  cui  terminus  haerct  ? 

Mortem  immortalem  reddet  ?  pugnantia  fecum 

Moliri  nequit  ipfe  Deus :  molimina  caeca 

Illum  ade6  invalidum  arguerent,   minimeque  potentem. 

In  fpatia  infinita  hominis  produxerit  aevum 

Finitum,  ut  faturarit  inexfaturabile  pectus 

Perpetuis  gaudens  furiis?  fic  traxerit  iras 

Fas  ultra  juftumque,  &  rerum  immobile  fcedus. 

Namque  omnes  ftabili  natura?  foedere  caufa? 

Efficiunt,  quantum  fubjecta  admittere  novit 

Materies,  non  quantum  ipfae  contendere  poflent. 

Quid  vero,  fi  mors  homini  non  fimplice  plaga, 

Ut  rebar,  fenfum  abftulerit  ?  fi  longa  dolorum 

Sit  feries,  quos  intra  hodie  turbatus  &  extra 

Accipio,  aeternum  aflidue  renovanda  per  aevum  ? 

Me  miferum !  capiti  pavor  ifte  repulfus  inermi 

Is  his  wrath  alfo  ?  be  it ;  man  is  not  fo,  His  fentence  beyond  duft,  and  nature's  law : 

But  mortal  doom'd.   How  can  he  exercife  By  which  all  caufes  elfe,    according  ftill 

Wrathwithoutend  onman,whom  death  muft  end?  To  the  reception  of  their  matter  aft  : 

Can  he  make  deathlefs  death  ?  that  were  to  make  Not  to  th'  extent  of  their  own  fphere.   But  fay 

Strange  contradiftion,  which  to  God  himfelf  That  death  be  not  one  ftroke,  as  I  fuppos'd, 

Impoflible  is  held,  as  argument  Bereaving  fenfe :  but  endlefs  mifery 

Of  weaknefs,   not  of  power.    Will  he  draw  out,  From  this  day  onward  ;  which  I  feel  begun 

For  anger's  fake,   finite  to  inlinite,  Both  in  me  and  without  me  ;  and  fo  laft 

In  punifh'd  man  to  fatisfy  his  rigor,  To  perpetuity.     Ah  me !  that  fear 

Satisfy'd  never  ?  that  were  to  extend  Comes  thund'ringback  with  dreadful  revolution 

B  b  2  Intonat 
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Intonat  horrendum  infultans,  rapidoque  recurrit 
Impete;   mcrs  mecum  fuperabit  in  omniafaecla; 
Artubus  heu  nimium  juncli  fuperabimus  ifdem. 
Quin  vitiis  onerata  meis  ruet  omnis  &  una 
Pofleritas :   en  quas  patrimonia  laeta  relinquam 
Stirpe  mea  genitis !  Utinam  ipfe  abfumere  poffem ! 
Tum  me,  pro  diris,  precibus  fequerentur  amicis. 
Unius  ob  noxam  cur  gens  fimul  occidat  infons? 
Infons  fi  fuerit :  quid  enim  defcenderit  unquam 
Stirpe  mea,  nifi  cui  penitus  corrupta  voluntas, 
Perverfique  animi  impulfus  ?  eademque  patrabunt 
Mecum,  eademque  volent :  merita  hinc  Deus  obruet  ira. 

Illum  ego  jam  culpae  poft  jurgia  vana  coactus 

Abfolvo,  fruftraque  fugam  per  tot  labyrinthos 

Ambagefque  petens  :  mihi  lux  ambagibus  ipfis 

Clarior  acceftit  fceleri,  fubigitque  fateri. 

Cun&a  in  me  redeunt,  me  folum  crimina  fontem ; 

On  my  defenfelefs  head  :  both  death  and  I  If  guiltlefs  ?  bat  from  me  what  can  proceed, 

Am  found  eternal,  and  incorporate  both.  But  all  corrupt;  bothmind  and  will  deprav'd  j 

Nor  I  on  my  part  fingle ;  in  me  all  Not  to  do  only,  but  to  will  the  fame 

Pofterity  ftands  curs'd.  Fair  patrimony  With  me  ?  how  can  they  then  acquitted  ftand 

That  I  muft  leave  ye,  Sons !   O  were  I  able  In  fight  of  God?  Him  after  all  difputes, 

To  wafte  it  all  my  felf,  and  leave  ye  none !  Forc'd  I  abfolve  :  all  my  evafions  vain, 

So  dif-inherited,    how  would  ye  blefs  And  reafonings,  tho'  thro'  mazes,  lead  me  ftill 

Me,  now  your  curfe  !  Ah !  why  fhould  all  man-  But  to  my  own  conviftion :   firft  and  laft 

kind,  On  me,  me  only,  as  the  fource  and  fpring 

For  cne  man's  fault  thus  guiltlefs  be condemnd,.  Of  all  corruption,  all  the  blai/.e  lights  due: 

Fraus 
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Fraus  omnis,  fcclus  omnc  mcum  cft  :  o  fi  omnis  in  unum 

Mc  fimul  ira  cadat !  — Vani  tcmcraria  vota 

Pedtoris !  an  molcm  tantam,  immenfamque  gravemque, 

Quae  fupcrat  terrafque,  &  vaftum  pondere  mundum, 

Tu  tolcrare  unus  potes?  an,  partita  laborem 

Si  tecum  ipfa  humeris  mulier  fcelerata  fubiret? 

Hinc  adc6,  quaecunque  times,  quaecunque  precaris, 

Spem  reducis  cunfta  expellunt  abiguntque  falutis. 

O  mifer  egregie  ante  alios;  qualemque  priora 

Non  videre  olim,  non  poftera  faecla  videbunt ; 

Noxa  uni  fimilis  Satanae  poenifque  feveris ! 

Confcia  mens,  quali  implicitum  me  faeva  barathro 

Volvifti;  neque  enim  ulla  patet  fuga;  gurgite  tanto 

Ufque  magis  furiofa  magifque  immergit  abyflus  ! 

Haec  mceftus  lamenta  alto  rumpebat  Adamus 
Pectore,   per  folae  tenebrofa  filentia  noctis ; 
Quam  non  dulcifonis  afflantia  lene  fufurris, 
Ut  cladem  ante  hominis,  mulfere  falubribus  auris 


So  might  the  wrath  !    fond  wi(h  !    couId'ft  thou  To  Satan  only  like,  both  crime  and  doom. 

fupport  O  confcience  !   into  what  abyfs  of  fears 

That  burden,  heavier  than  the  earth  to  bear ;  And  horrors  haft  thou  driv'n  me  ?  out  of  which 

Than  all  the  world  much  heavier ;  tho  divided  I  find  no  way ;  from  deep  to  deeper  plung'd ! 
With  that  bad  woman  ?    thus  what  thou  dehYft,  Thus  Adam  to  himfelf  lamented  loud, 

And  what  thou  fear'ft,  alike  deftroys  all  hope  Thro'  the  ftill  night;  not  now,  as  e'er  man  fell, 

Of  refuge;  and  concludes  thee  miferable,  Wholfom  and  cool,  and  mild;  butwithblack  air 

Beyond  all  paft  example  and  future :  Accoropany'd ;  with  damps  and  dreadful  gloomi 


Frigora  ; 
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Frigora ;  fed  piceus  caligine  inhorruk  aer 
Humenti :  unde  omnis  turbabat  confcia  corda 
Triftibus  ingeminans  furiis  terroris  imago. 
Tam  terra,  egelida  terra,  languentia  membra 
Porrigitur,  diris  faepe  execratus  iniquos 
Natales :   toties,  quam  luce  optaverat  ifta, 
Cundtantem  incufat  mortem :  cur  faeva  moratur 
Mors,  inquit?  quaeiitum  adeo  cur  diftinet  i£um  ? 
Fallat  fancta  Fides  ?  asquum  divina  retardet 
Juftitia?  at  mihi  mors,  iterumque  iterumque  vocata, 
Surda  manet :  retinet  greflus  divina  morantes 
Juftitia,  fpernitque  preces,   lamentaque  ridet. 
O  nemora,  6  fontes,  colles,  vallefque  profundae, 
Vos  alios  nuper  cantus  vocalibus  umbris 
Reddere,  longe  alios  numeros  refonare  docebam. 
Quem  fimul  ac  tales  curarum  volvere  fluctus 
Eva  procul  mifera  afpexit ;  feftinat,  acerbum 
Mollibus  alloquiis  lenire  aggrefla  dolorem : 

Which  to  his  evil  crinfcience  reprefented  Juftice  divine  not  haften  to  be  jufl  ? 

All  things  with  double  terror.   On  the  ground  But  death  comes  not  at  call;  juftice  divine 

Out  ftretch'dhe  lay,  on  the  cold  ground;  and  oft  Mends  not  her  floweft  pace,  for  pray'rs  or  cries. 

Curs'd  his  creation  :  death  as  oft  accus'd  O  woods,  o  fountains,hilk>cks,dales,and  bow'rs, 

Of  tardy  execution,  fince  denounc'd  With  other  echo  late  I  taught  your  Jhades 

The  day  of  his  offence.     Why  comes  not  death,  To  anfwer  and  refound  far  other  fong. 

Said  he,   with  one  thrice-acceptable  ftroke  Whom  thus  afflidted  when  fad  E-ve  beheld, 

To  end  me  ?  ftiall  truth  fail  to  keep  her  word  ?  Defolate  where  Jhe  fat,  approaching  nigh, 

Ille 
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Illc  propinquantem  torvo  fic  rcppulit  orc : 

Hinc,  procul  hinc,  Serpcns !  jam  nominc  diccris  ifto 
Aptius;  infando  Serpenti  foedere  jundla, 
Nec  jam  invifa  minus,  diris  nec  fraudibus  impar. 
Par  utinam  tibi  forma  accederet,  &  color  idcm, 
Ut  videant  gens  cuncla  nefas,  caveantque  videndo ; 
Ne  pulcro  ftygias  obvolvens  corpore  fraudes 
Luferit  ah !  nimium  vultus  divina  venuftas. 
En  ego  manfiflem  felix,  ni  caeca  libido 
Errandi,  infanaeque  invi&a  fuperbia  mentis 
Te  (trifti  inftarent  capiti  cum  faeva  pericla) 
Impulerant,  monita  indignantem  fida  mariti 
Durius,  &  blando  conceptos  corde  timores. 
Quin  ipfi  &  Satanae  formam  oftentare  proterva 
Arfifti,  Satanamque  ipfum  vicifle  putafti. 
Obvius  at  Serpens  facili  te  lufit  hiantem 
Fraudevafer;  tu  me  amentem,  qui  cedere  pafliis 
Hoc  latere,  erecliam  &  fortem  ratus,  hoftis  &  omnes 

Sofc  words  to  his  fierce  paflion  flie  affay'd  :  I  had  perfifted  happy ;  had  not  thy  pride, 

But  her  with  ftern  regard  he  thus  repeird  :  And  wand'ring  vanity  when  leaft  was  fafe., 

Out  of  my  fight  thou  Serpent !  That  name  beft  Reje&ed  my  fore-warning,  and  difdain'd 

Befits  thee  with  him  leagu'd ;  thy  felf  as  falfe,  Not  to  be  trufted  ;  longing  to  be  feen, 

And  hateful !  nothing  wants,  but  that  thy  ftiape,  Tho'  by  the  devil  himfelf;  him  over-weening 

Like  his,  and  color  ferpentine  may  fliew  To  over-reach  :  but  with  the  ferpent  meeting, 

Thy  inwardfraud;  towarn  all  creatures  from  thee  Fool'd  and  begviird;  by  him  thou,  I  by  thee, 

Henceforth;  left  that  tooheav'nlyformpretended  To  truft  thee  from  my  fide;  imagin'd  wife, 

To  hellifh  falfhood  fnare  them.  But  for  thee  Conftant,  mature,  proof  againft  all  aflaults: 

AfTultus 
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AfTultus  conftanti  animo  fuperare  potentem : 
Infelix !  neque  enim  novi,  quam  vana  niteres 
Virtutis  fpecie  falsa ;  quamque  improba  cofta, 
Quam  curvata  fores,  naturae  errore  labantis, 
(Namque  patet)  deducla  mei  de  parte  finiftra. 
O  utinam  haec  primo  periiftet  cofta  fub  ortu ! 
Heu  quianam  magni  prudentia  fumma  Parentis, 
Quae  coelum  aribus  decrevit  prima  colendum, 
Deinde  novum  hoc  terris  animal,  labemque  venuftam 
Naturae,  intulerit  ?  quidni,  velut  ardua  divum 
Saecula,  condiderit  fexus  fimul  unius  omne 
Humanum  genus,  aut  alio  generaverit  ortu 
Quolibet  ?  haec  adeo  abfuerat  faeviflima  peftis, 
Quafque  orbi  innumeras  funeftis  fraudibus  olim 
Triftia  foeminei  parient  commercia  fexus. 
Raro  vir  uxori  pofthac  fociabitur  aptae; 
Sed  qualem  mala  fors  dederit,  vel  faevior  error. 


And  underftood  not  all  was  but  a  ftiew, 
Rather  than  folid  virtue  ;  all  but  a  rib, 
Crooked  by  nature,  bent,  as  now  appears, 
More  to  the  pai  t  finifter  from  me  drawn  ; 
Well  if  thrown  out,  as  fupernumerary 
To  my  juft  number  found !    O  !  why  did  God, 
Creator  wife,   that  peopPd  higheft  heav'n 
With  fpirits  mafculine,  create  at  laft 
This  novelty  on  earth,  this  fair  defeft 


Of  nature  ?   and  not  fill  the  world  at  once 
Withmen  as  angels,  without  feminine  ? 
Or  find  fome  other  way  to  generate 
Mankind?  this  mifchief  had  not  then  befall'n, 
And  more  that  ftiall  befal :  innumerable 
Difturbances  on  earth  thro'  female  fnares, 
And  ftrait  conjunition  with  this  fex  !  for  either 
He  never  (hall  find  out  fit  mate ;  but  fuch 
As  fome  misfortune  brings  him  or  miftake  : 


Saepe 
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Saepe  avidis,  toto  ardcbit  quam  pcdtore,  votis 
Pugnantcm  invcnict ;  duri  renuentve  parcntcs, 
Si  virgo  annuerit :  rapietque  indignior  alter. 
Aut  quam  praetulerit  reliquis  quacunque  puellis, 
Scrius  heu  mcefto  tabefcens  corde  videbit, 
Antcviri  propriam  alterius;  fors  hoftis  acerbi: 
Torquebunt  miferam  furiis  pudor  iraque  mentem. 
Hinc  mala  millia  provenient ;    hinc  foedera  vita? 
Diffolventur  amica,  quiefque  domeftica  cedet. 

Nec  plura  his;  feque  indignans  avertit :  at  illa 
Uberibus  fupplex  lacrimis,  nec  paffa  repulfam, 
Vexatos  diffufa  humeris  {ine  lege  capillos, 
Procubuit,  complexa  pedes;  genubufque  prehenfum 
Implorans,  tales  fundebat  pectore  queftus : 

Ah  ne  me,  conjux,  ne  defere !  confcia  teftor 
Sidera,  te  quanto  fervens  complectar  amore, 
Quo  veneror  ftudio.     Funeftum  errore  ftniftro 
Admifi  male  cauta  nefas :  en  fupplice  voce 

Or  whom  he  wifhes  moft,  fhall  feldom  gain  Not  fo  repuls'd,with  tears  that  ceas'd  not  flowing, 

Thro'  her  perverfenefs ;  but  fhall  fee  her  gainM  And  trefTes  all  dif  order'd  at  his  feet 

By  a  far  worfe  :  or  if  flie  love,  with-held  Fe!l  humble ;  and  embracing  them,  befought 

By  parentsj  or  his  happieft  choice  too  late  His  peace,  anJ  thus  proceeded  in  her  plaint: 
Shall  meet,  already  link'd,  and  wedlock-bound  Forfake  me  not  thus  Adam!  Witnefs  heav'n 

To  a  fell  adverfary,  his  hate  or  fhame :  What  love  fincere,  and  reverence  in  my  heart 

Which  infinite  calamity  fhall  caufe  I  bear  thee,  and  un-weeting  have  offended, 

To  human  life,  and  houfhold  peace  confound.  Unhappily  deceiv'd.  Thy  fuppliant 

He  added  not,  and  fromher  turn'd.    But  Eve,  I  beg  and  clafp  thy  knees:  bereave  me  not 

Vol.  II.  C  c  Solli- 
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Sollicitans  genua  ample&or :   ne  rebus  in  arctis 
Confilii  jucunda  tui  jam  furripe  durus 
Munera ;  ne  placidos  vultus  mihi  furripe,  folas 
Delicias  vitae,  &  curarum  dulce  levamen. 
O  ubi,  te  viduata,  ferar,  quae  denique  quaeram 
Auxilia?  at  faltem  dum  vivimus,  (et  brevis  aevum 
Fors  hora  abfolvet)  pacem  foveamus  amicam. 
Conjungant  animi,  quos  faeva  injuria  junxit; 
Et  nobis  decretum  aftris  crudelibus  hoftem 
Ambo  infectemur  focio  fimul  impete,  dirum 
Serpentem.     Ne  deinde  tuis,  ob  triftia  damna, 
Exerceto  odiis  nimia  me  clade  gravatam, 
Me  ludlu  oppreftam  gemino :  peccavimus  ambo : 
At  folum  tibi  noxa  Deum,  mihi  teque  Deumque 
Reddidit  infenfos.     Quin  protinus  ipfa  tremendas 
Judicii  repetam  fedes,  precibufque  laceflam 
Perpetuis  ccelum,  gravis  ut  te  fbfpite  pcena 
In  me  adeo  caufamque  tui  fontemque  doloris 

Whereon  I  Hve,    thy  gentle  looks,  thy  aid,  That  cruel  ferpent.    On  me  exercife  not 

Thy  counfel  inthis  uttermoft  diftrefs,  Thy  hatred,  for  this  mifery  befall'n; 

My  only  ftrength  and  ftay.    Forlorn  of  thee,  On  me  already  loft,  me  than  thy  felf 

Whither  fhall  I  betake  me,  wherefubfiit?  More  miferable !  Both  have  fin'd:   butthou 

While  yet  we  live,  fcarce  one  lhort  hour  perhaps,  Againft  God  only ;   I  againft  God  and  thee : 

Between  us  two  let  there  be  peace ;   both  joining  And  to  the  place  of  ju-igment  will  return, 

As  join'd  in  injuries,  one  enmity  There  with  my  cries  importune  heav'n,   that  all 

A^ainft  a  foe  by  doom  exprefs  affign'd  us,  The  fentence,  from  thy  head  remov'd,  may  light 

Tota 
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Totacadat;  me,  me,  dignam  illius  omnibus  iris. 

Finierat  lacrimans.     Illam  conftantibus  ufque 
Orantcm  veniam  votis,  fua  crimina  fafTam 
Lamentis  fletuque  humili,  commotus  &  imo 
Corde  remollefcens,  ultro  miferatur  Adamus. 
lllam,  delicias  nuper  fupremaque  vitae 
Gaudia,  nunc  genua  amplexam  flentemque,  benigna 
Refpexit  pietate  dolens ;  nunc  ore  decoro 
Ipfius  auxilium,  quem  laeferat,  ipfius  alma 
Confilia  implorantem :  animum  mentemque  ferocem 
Exuit,  &  trepidam  didxis  erexit  amicis : 

Ah  praeceps  animi,  &  correpta  cupidine  caeca, 
Ut  prius :   an  poenis  communibus  una  duorum 
SufHcis  ?  ipfa  tuas  difcas  bene  ferre ;  mariti 
Vix  iram  pateris:  coeli  effufos-ne  furores 
Suftineas,  quorum  &  minima  jam  parte  gravaris  ? 
Quod  fi  fupremum  fle&i  jus  poffe  precando 
Sperarem,  fedes  peterem,  mora  nulla,  facratas 


On  me ;  fole  caufe  to  thee  of  all  this  woe; 
Me,  me,   only  juft  objeft  of  his  ire. 

She  ended  weeping ;  and  her  lowly  plight 
Immoveable,   'till  peace  obtain'd  from  fault 
Acknowledg'd  and  deplor'd,   in  Adam  wrought 
Commiferation  :  foon  his  heart  relented 
Tow'rds  her,  his  life  fo  late,  and  fole  delight 
Now  at  his  feet  fubmiflive  in  diftrefs ; 
Creature  fo  fair  his  reconcilernent  feeking, 


His  counfel,  whom  fhe  had  difpleas'd,  his  aid.: 

As  one  difarrnd ,  his  artger  all  he  loft ; 

And  thus  with  peaceful  words  up-rais'd  her  foon  : 

Unwary,    and.  too  deftrous,  as  before, 
So  now,  of  what  thou  know'ft  not,   thou  defir'ft 
The  punilhment  all  on  thy  felf:   alas ! 
Bear  tliine  own  firft ;  ill  able  to  fuftain 
His  full  wrath.whofe  thou  feel'ft  as  yet  leaft  part ; 
And  my  difpleafure  bear'ft  fo  ill.     If  pray'rs 

C  c  2  Te 
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Te  prior,  atque  alto  orarem  vehementius  ore 

Ut  caput  hoc  premeret  folum  quaecunque  mali  vis ; 

Tu  culpam  effugeres,  fexu  tam  mollis  inermi, 

Cui  neque  fidus  eram  cuftos,  nec  debita  curae 

Munera  praeftabam.     Quin  tandem  mente  recepta 

Erige  te,  conjux  ;  finem  difcordia  noftra 

Hinc  capiat :  nobis  plus  extera  fufficit  ira. 

At  blando  interea  certemus  amore,   benignifque 

Officiis,  onera  ut  gravium  divifa  laborum 

Participes  minus  inde  premant :  mors  quippe,  propinqua 

Credita,  ni  veri  vanus  feror,  huc  pede  tardo 

Adventat,  noftrum  cun&ando  auctura  dolorem ; 

Hinc  ftirpi,  ah  miferae  ftirpi,  tradenda  futurae. 

Deinde  olli,  revocans  animos,  fic  rettulit  Eva : 
Heu  nimium,  conjux,  ufu  monftrante  magiftro 
Jam  patuit,  mea  quam  merito  fpernantur  inepta 
Confilia,  eventu  dudum  comitata  finiftro. 
At  quoniam  indignae  facili  tam  pace  favorem 

Coukl  alter  high  decrees,    I  to  that  placc  Since  this  day's  death  denounc'd,  if  ought  I  fee>. 

Would  fpeed  before  thee  :   and  be  louder  heard,  Will  prove  no  fudden,  but  a  flow-pac'd  evil, 

That  on  my  head  all  rnight  be  vifited  ;  A  long  day's  dying,  to  augment  our  pain ,- 

Thy  frailty,  and  iniirmer  fex,  forgiv'n  j  And  to  our  feed,   o  haplefs  feed,   deriv'd. 
To  me  committed,  and  by  me  expos'd.  To  whom  thus  Eve,  recovering  heart,  reply'd : 

But  rife  ;   let  us  no  more  contend,  nor  blame  Adam,    by  fad  experrment  I  know 

Each  other,  blam'd  enough  elfewhere;   but  ftrivc  How  little  weight  my  words  with  thee  can  find, 

In  offices  of  love,  how  we  may  light'n  Found  fo  erroneous;  thence  by  juft  event 

Each  other's  bvuthen  io  our  ihare  of  woe :  Found  fo  unfortunate :  neverthelefs 

Red- 
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Reddideris,  revocare  tuos  cor  ardct  amorcs, 
Vitae  adeo  folas,   folas  mihi  morte  fub  ipsa 
Delicias:  nec  te  lateat,  quae  pe&ore  trifti 
Poft  varios  tandem  fteterit  fententia  fluclus ; 
Quam  nobis  requiem  ingrati  fincmve  laboris 
Quaefierim:  quod  trifte  quidem,  at  tolerabile  vifum  eft, 
At  minus  his  leviufque  malis.     Si  cura  nepotum 
Summa  movet,  certi  prima.  quos  luce  dolores 
Excipient,  tandemque  avidus  praedabitur  Hades; 
(Et  miferum  eft  late  in  propriam  diffundere  lu&us 
Progeniem,  noftro  de  fanguine  mittere  in  oras 
Gentem  infelices,  longae  poft  taedia  vitae 
Tradendam  turpi  fpolium  miferabile  monftro) 
Te  penes  eft  tantae  tam  dira  avertere  cladis 
Promifla,  &  nondum  generatae  parcere  genti. 
Nulla  tibi  eft  foboles :    6  fit  tibi  nulla  futura : 
Sic  avida  ingluvie  &  faevis.  nos  faucibus  unos 


Reftor'd  by  thee,  vile  as  I  am,  to  place 
Of  new  acceptance,  hopeful  to  re-gain 
Thy  love,  the  fole  contentment  of  my  heart 
Living  or  dying  ;  from  thee  I  will  not  hide 
What  thoughts  in  my  un-quiet  breaft  are  ris'n : 
Tending  to  fome  relief  of  our  extremes, 
Or  end ;    tho'  fliarp  and  fad,  yet  tolerable 
As  in  our  evils,  and  of  eafier  choice. 
If  care  of  our  defcent  perplex  us  moft, 
Which  mult  be  born  to  certain  woe,  devour'd 


By  death  at  laft,   and  miferable  it  is 
To  be  to  others  caufe  of  mifery, 
Our  own  begotten ;   and  of  our  loins  to  bring 
Into  this  curfed  world  a  woeful  race; 
That  after  wretched  life  muft  be  at  laft 
Food  for  fo  foul  a  monfter!  in  thy  pow'r 
It  lies  yet,  e'er  conception,  to  prevent 
The  race  un-bleft,  to  being  yet  un-begot. 
Childlefs  thou  art,  childlefs  remain :    fo  death 
Shall  be  deceiv'd  his  glut;    and  with  us  two 

Hauriet 
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Hauriet,  invitumque  gemens  os  comprimet  Hades. 
Sin  grave  credideris  confuetos  inter  amores, 
Inter  &  intuitus  dulces  &  blanda  viciffim 
Alloquia,  innocuos  lecti  nefcire  jugalis 
Complexus  ritufque  facros ;  ardefcere  flammis 
Spe  fine  perpetuis,  juxtaque  ardente  fodali 
Ignibus  haud  aliis ;  (tormenta  quod  omnia  vincat) 
Tum  mala  pulfuri  nobifque  ac  femine  noftro, 
Corripiamus  opus :   quaeramus  protinus  Haden . 
Sin  aberit,  noflris  in  nos  prasftemus  amicum 
Illius  officium  dextris.    Gelidofne  timores 
Horrentes  patimur,    lethum  queis  terminus  unus, 
Totque  patent  letho  portae  ?  quae  proxima,  inire 
Quid  dubitemus  adhuc,  cladem  nec  clade  ruamus  ? 

Sermonem  abrupit  dejedli  pecloris  horror; 
Et  mortis,  quae  fenfa  animi  penetraverat  ima, 
Foemineas  pallore  genas  infecit  imago. 

Be  forc'd  to  fatisfy  his  rav'nous  maw.  Let  us  feek  death :  or  he  not  found,  fupply 

But  if  thou  judge  it  hard  anddifficult,  With  our  own  hands  his  office  on  our  felves. 

Converfing,  looking,  loving  to  abftain  Why  ftand  we  longer  fhivering  under  fears, 

From  love's  due  rights,  nuptial  embraces  fweet ;  That  fhew  no  end  but  death  ;  and  have  the  pow'r 

And  with  defire  to  languifh  without  hope,  Of  many  ways  to  die,  the  ihorteft  chufing, 

Before  the  prefent  objecl:  languifhing  Deftruftion  with  deftru&ion  to  deftroy  ? 
With  like  defire  :  which  would  be  mifery  She  ended  here  ;  or  vehement  defpair 

And  torment,  lefs  than  none  of  what  we  dread  :      Broke  off  the  reft :  fo  much  of  death  her  thoughts 

Then  both  ourfelves  and  feed  at  once  to  free  Had  entertain'd,  as  dy'd  her  cheeks  with  pale. 

Frojn  what  we  fear  for  both,  let  us  make  fhort,  But  Adam  with  fuch  counfel  nothing  fway'd, 

Talibus 
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Talibus  at  diclis  ncquaqiiam  aufcultat  Adamus  1 
Illc  animum  nitcntcm  ultra  melioribus  ardcns 
Extulit  aufpiciis,  fortifquc  haec  di&a  rcmifit: 

Quod  vitam  vitaeque  aufis  contemnerc,  conjux, 
Illecebras,  aliquid  majus  fpirarc  vidctur 
Mens  tua  nobiliufque,  &  pcctorc  dignius  alto : 
Sed  propria  idcirco  lethum  confcifccre  dextra, 
Nil  generofum  adeo,   nil  alto  pe&ore  dignum, 
Aft  animum  imbellem,  vita  indocilemque  carere 
Arguit,  intentum  illecebris  nimiumque  morantem. 
Si  tibi  mors  petitur,  longi  ceu  meta  laboris 
Ultima,  decretam  tali  fi  evadere  pcenam 
Speras  confilio;  fpes  protinus  exue  vanas; 
Nec  dubita,  Deus  ultrices  quin  certius  iras 
Jecerit.     At  metuam  potius,  ne  rapta  adeo  mors 
Decretas  geminet  pcenas ;   faevoque  furore 
Flammatum  ardefcat  Numen,  quo  triftia  fata 
Auxerit,  &  fero  mortem  aeternaverit  aevo. 


To  better  hopes  his  more  attentive  mind 
Lab'ring  had  rais'd  ;  and  thus  to  E-ve  reply'd : 

Eve,   thy  contempt  of  life  and  pleafure  feems 
To  argue  in  thee  fomething  more  fublimej 
And  excellent,  than  whatthy  mind  contemns. 
But  felf-deftruftion  therefore  fought  refute? 
That  excellence  thought  in  thee :  and  implies, 
Not  thy  contempt,  but  anguifh  and  regret 
For  lofs  of  life  and  pleafure  over-lov'd. 


Or  if  thou  covet  death,  as  utmoft  cnd 
Of  mifery,   fo  thinking  to  evade 
Thepenalty  pronounc'd;   doubt  not  but  God 
Hath  wifelier  arm'd  his  vengeful  ire,  than  fo 
To  be  foreftaird :  much  more  I  fear,  left  death, 
So  fnatch'd,  will  not  exempt  us  from  the  pain 
We  are  by  doom  to  pay.  Rather  fuch  afts 
Of  contumacy  will  provoke  the  Higheft, 
To  make  death  in  us  live.   Then.  let  us  feek 

Aft 
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Quin  age,  quaeramus  meliufque  &  tutius,  oro, 
Confilium;  mihi  quod  videor  reperire,  minacis 
Judicii  revocans  partem,  memorique  revolvens 
Pedtore;   "  Serpentis  dirum  caput  atteret  olim 
Semen  fcemineum:"  verum  id  maledamna  rependat, 
His  nifi  monftretur  di&is,  quod  &  auguror,  hoftis 
Ifte  ferox  Satanas,  bruti  fub  imagine  fraudes 
Molitus :  Satanae  criftam  contundere,  flammas 
Ultrices,  totafque  animi  fatiaverit  iras. 
Dempferit  at  palmam  hanc  nobis  quaefita  lacertis 
Mors  propriis,  fterilis  fme  femine  dempferit  aetas, 
Tu  mihi  quae  fuades  temere :  pcenam  Ifte  paratam 
Vitarit,  nofque  inde  dolor  cruciaverit  auclus. 
Ergo  manu  propria  cadere,  aut  fine  femine  totos 
Ultro  agitare  dies,  noftro  procul  exulet  ore 
Atque  animis :  fic  fpes  caderent ;  mentefque  paterent 
Indomitae,  6c  pronae  nimium  obluclarier  aequis 
Legibus,  ac  collo  juga  detreclare  feroci. 

Some  fafer  refolutlon  ;   whicb  methinks  RefolvM,  as  thou  propofeft :    fo  our  foe 

I  have  in  view,  calling  to  mind  with  heed  Shall  Ycape  his  punifhment  ordain"d;  and  we 

Part  of  our  fentence,  that  "  thy  feed  Jhall  hruife  Inftead  fhall  double  ours  upon  our  heads". 

**  The  ferbmfs  head :"   Piteous  amends !    unlefs  No  more  be  mention'd  then  of  violence 

Be  meant,  whom  I  conje&ure,  our  grand  foe,  Againft  our  felves ;  and  wilful  barrennefs, 

Satan:  who  in  the  ferpent hath  contrivd  That  cuts  us  off  from  hope ;  and  favors  only 

Againft  us  this  deceit.     To  crufh  his  head  Rancor  and  pride,  impatience  and  defpite, 

Would  be  revenge  indeed  :   which  will  be  loft  Reluftance  againft  God,  and  his  juft  yoke  . 

By  death  b;ought  on  our  felves ;  or  childlefs  days  Laid  on  our  necks.  Remember  with  what  mild 
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Ulc,  mcmor  rccolas,  qua.  nos  bonitatc  fcrcnus 
Audirct  trepidos,  quam  caftigaret  amica 
Vocej  nec  opprobriis,  merita  ncc  laederet  ira. 
Nos  mortem  jam  inftare  rati,  quae  criminis  ipfo. 
Intcntata  dic.    En !  partu  redeunte  dolores 
Ore  tibi  cccinit  folos,  mox  prolc  beata 
Penfandos :   at  me  illaefum  deflexa  mali  vis 
Perftrinxit,  terramque  obliquo  perculit  ictu. 
Sollicitanda  mihi  tcllus,  fudore  merendus 
Panis.     An  hoc  grave  flt?  plus  certe  lenta  gravaflct 
Segnities :  alet  ifte  labor.     Neu  frigora  laedant 
Aut  calor,  Ipfe  ultro  cavit ;   poenifque  mifertus 
In  mediis,  dulci  immeritos  veftivit  amore. 
At  quanto  magis  indulgens  miferefcet,  honeftas 
Fundamus  fi  rite  preces?  quam  vota  benignus 
Accipiet ;  denfafque  nives  monftrabit  &  acres 
Evitare  hiemes,  mixta  feu  grandine  nimbi 


And  gracious  temper  he  both  heard  and  judg'd,  My  labor  will  fuftain  me.     And  left  cold 

Without  wrath,   or  reviling.   We  expefted  Or  heat  Ihould  injure  us,   his  timely  care 

Immediate  diftblution,    which  we  thought  Hath,    un-befought,   provided;    and  his  hand"s 

Was  meant  by  death  that  day  :  whenlo  !  to  thee  Cloath*d  us  unworthy  ;   pitying  while  he  judg'd. 

Pains  only  in  child-bearing  were  foretold,  How  much  more,  if  we  pray  him,  will  his  ear 

And  bringing  forth,  foon  recompens*d  with  joy,  Be  open,   and  his  heart  to  pity  incline? 

Fruit  of  thy  womb.     On  me  the  curfe  aflope  And  teach  us  further  by  what  means  to  fhun 

Glanc"d  on  the  ground ;  with  labor  I  muft  earn  Th"inclement  feafons,  rain,  ice,  hail,  and  fnow; 

My  bread  :  what  harm  r  Idlenefs  had  been  worfe  :  Which  now  the  fky,  with  various  face,  begins 
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Prsecipitent,  rigidas  glacies  five  afperet  undas. 
Has  fceva  jam  fronte  vices  mutabilis  aether 
Heu  nimium  oftendit ;  fummi  jam  vertice  montis 
Murmurat  eurus  acerba  fremens,  lateque  comantum 
Silvarum  nitidos  lacerat  crudelis  honores. 
Tegmina  nunc  trepidis  meliora  exquirere  membris 
Frons  inverfa  poli  monet,  ardorifque  benignas 
Sufficere  ante  faces,  noclem  quam  ftella  diurna 
Liquerit  horrentem,  gelidam :  five  illius  una 
Colligimus  radios  denfos,  apicemque  in  acutum 
Contractos,  ftcco  rapturos  fomite  flammam  : 
Sive  acri  duo  collidentes  corpora  nifu 
Aera  contritum  exftricta  fervefcere  luce 
Cogimus ;  ut  nubes  ventis  cum  nuper  adactae 
Excuffere  obliqua  ferocibus  incita  plagis 
Fulo-ura :  tranfversa  vi  tela  immiffa  per  oras 
Abietis  aut  pinus,  flammifque  in  cortice  pingui 
Conceptis,  procul  in  terras  mifere  calorem 

To  ftiew  us  inthis  mountain;  while  the  winds  The  air  attrite  to  fire;  as  late  the  clouds 

Blow  moift,  and  keen,  ftiattering  the  graceful  locks  Juftling,    or  pufti'd   with  winds,    rude  in  thek 

Of  thefe  fair  fpreading  trees :  which  bids  us  feek  fhock 

Somebetterfhroud.fomebetterwarmth,  tocherifti  Tine  the  flant  light'ning;    whofe  thwart  flame 

Our  limbs  benumb'd;   e'er  this  diurnal  ftar  driv'n  down, 

Leave  cold  the  night.how  we  his  gather'd  beams  Kindles  the  gummy  bark  of  fir,  and  pinej 

Reflefted  may  with  matter  fere  foment ;  And  fends  a  comfortable  heat  from  far, 

Or  by  collilion  of  two  bodies  grind  Which  might  fupply  the  fun.     Such  fire  to  ufe, 

Laeti- 
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Lcctincum,  folis  pofTet  qui  muncrc  fungi. 
His  uti,  poteritque  aegris  quodcunque  medcri 
Luctibus,  intulcrunt  nobis  quos  crimina  noftra, 
Monftrabit  Pater  ex  alto,  fi  fupplice  voce 
Quasramus  pacem  orantes ;  dona  ille  benignus 
Fundet  adhuc  varia,  &  lapfis  folatia  rebus : 
Dum  fragiles  rurfum  in  veteris  primordia  terrae 
Reddamur,  requiem  extremam  patriofque  penates. 
Jam  vero  ad  fedem,  qua  jus  modo  crimine  dixit 
Damnatis,  celeremus  iter,  genubufque  voluti 
Demiilis  delicla  ultro  fateamur,    et  imis 
Ex  animis  pacem  triftes  veniamque  precemur  ; 
Spargentefque  folum  lacrimis,  refbnumque  frequenti 
Aera  pulfantes  gemitu,   teftemur  acerbos 
Corde  fub  afflicto  ftimulos  mceftumque  pudorem. 
Hinc  certe  facilis  manfuefcet,  &  exuet  iras ; 
Cui  nuper,  poenas  etiam  dum  indiceret,  almo 
Quid  nifl  amor  vultu,  bonitafque  &  gratia  fulftt? 

And  what  may  elfe  be  remedy,   or  cure  Before  him  reverent ;   and  there  confefs 
To  evils,  which  our  own  mif-deeds  have  wrought ;      Humbly  our  faults,  and  pardon  beg ;  with  tears- 

He  will  inftruft  us  praying,  and  of  grace  Wat'ring  the  ground,  and  with  our  fighs  the  air 

Befeeching  him.     So  as  we  need  not  fear  Frequenting,  fent  from  hearts  contrite,  in  fign 

To  pafs  commodioufly  this  life,  fuftain'd  Of  forrow  unfeign'd,  and  humiliation  meek  ? 

By  him  with  many  comforts,  'till  we  end  Undoubtedly  he  will  relent,   and  turn 

In  duft,   our  final  reft,  and  native  home.  From  his  difpleafure :   in  whofe  look  ferene, 

What  better  can  we  do,  than  to  the  place  When  angry  moft  he  feem'd,   and  moft  fevere, 

Repairing  where  he  judg'd  us,   proftrate  fall  What  elfe,  but  favor,  grace,  aad  mercy,  fhone  ? 

D  d  2  Dixerat 
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Dixerat  ille,  dolens :  fed  nec  minus  Eva  dolebat. 
Continuo  ad  fedem,  qua  jus  modo  crimine  dixit 
Damnatis,  celerant  greffus;  genubufque  voluti 
Demiffis  ultro  delicta  fatentur,  &  imis 
Ex  animis  pacem  triftes  veniamque  precantur; 
Spargentefque  folum  lacrimis,  refonumque  frequenti 
Aera  pulfantes  gemitu,  teftantur  acerbos 
Corde  fub  afflidto   ftimulos,  moeftumque  pudorem. 


So  fpake  our  father  penitent :  nor  E<ve 
Felt  lefs  remorfe.   They  forthwith  to  the  place 
Repairing  where  he  judg'd  them,  proftrate  fell 
Before  him  reverent;  and  both  confefVd 


Humbly  their  faults,  and  pardon  begg'd,  with  tears 
Wat'ring  the  ground,  and  with  their  fighs  the  air 
Frequenting,  fent  from  hearts  contrite,    in  fign 
Of  forrow  unfeignd,  and  humiliauon  meek . 


Finis  Libri  Decimi 
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STabant  fuppliciter  triftcs,  pacemque  prccantes : 
Gratia  namquc  Dei  facilis  defcenderat  ultro 
Lcnibus  ex  adytis,  &  corda  adamantina  flectens 
Duritiemque  domans  blanda  virtute,   renatas 
Annuerat  meliore  luto  fuccedere  carnes. 
Quales  tum  gemitus,  fufpiria  quanta  cieri! 
Quae  fan&ae  precis  ipfe  afflavit  Spiritus,  alifque 
Extulit  in  ccelum,  vincentibus  eloquii  vim 
Altifoni.     Sed  non  ollis  indigna  precantum 
Geftus  erat,  fpecies-ve  minor,  quam  (ferior  olim 
Fabula  quos  memorat)  Pyrrha  cum  conjuge  geflit 
Deucalion,  ubi  folliciti  de  gente  novanda 

PARADISE    LOST. 

B  o  o  k    XI. 


THus  they  in  lowlieftplight  repentant  ftood  Infpir'd,  and  \ving'd  for  heav'n  with  fpeedier  fligh? 

Praying  ;  for  from  the  mercy-feat  above,  Than  loudeft  oratory.     Yet  their  port 

Prevenient  Grace  defcer.ding  had  remov'd  Not  of  m^an  fuitors;    nor  important  lefs 

The  ftony  from  their  hearts,  and  made  new  flefli  Seem'd  their  petition,  than  when  the  antientpair 

Regenerate  growinftead:  that  fighs  now  breath'd  In  fables  ol^,  lefs  antientyet  than  thefe, 

Un-utterable;  which  the  Spirit  of  pray'r  Datcalion,  and  chalte  Pyrrba,  to  reftore 

Humana 
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Humana  fan&o  Themidos  delubra  pavore 
Submiffi  peterent.     Volitant  pia  vota  repeiite 
iEthereas  re&a  in  fedes,  expoftaque  nulli 
Ventorum  invidiae,  fpatiifque  coercita  nullis, 
Stellantes  penetrant  valvas ;  ea  thure  recenti, 
Aureae  ubi  halarunt  ara,  veftita  facerdos, 
Qui  medium  fefe  intulerat,  blandiffunus  offert 
Filius,  &  magni  folio  Patris  obvia  fiftit : 

En,  Genitor,  quales  homini  tua  Gratia  fudit 
Infita  primitias!  en  hos  gemitufque  precefque; 
Quos  facro  cum  thure,   aurea  veneratus  acerra, 
Ipfe  tuus  tibi  rite  fero  pia  dona  facerdos, 
Illius  orta,  tuo  de  femine,  corde  novato; 
Grata  magis,  quam  quae  Paradifi  ex  arbore  cundU, 
Ille  manu  propria  poterat  generaffe  colendo, 
Integer  ac  fcelerum  immunis.     Tu  lenior  aurem 
Adverte,  &  muti  fufpiria  fupplicis  audi. 

The  race  of  mankind  drown'd,  before  the  flirine  From  thy  implanted  Grace  in  man!  thefe  fighs, 

Of  Tbemis  ftood  devout.     To  heav'n  their  pray'rs  And  pray'rs,  which  in  this  golden  cer.fer,  mix'd 

Fiew  up,  nor  mifs'd  the  way,  by  envious  winds  With  incenfe,  I  thy  prieft  before  thee  bring: 

Blown  vagabond,  or  fruftrate:  in  they  pafs'd  Fruits  of  more  pleafing  favor,  from  thy  feed 

-JDimenfionlefs  thio'  heav'nly  doors  ;  then  clad  Sown   with   contrition   in   his   heart,  than  thofe 

,     With  incenfe,  where  the  golden  altar  fum'd,  Which  (his  own  hand  manuring)  all  the  trees 

By  their  Great  Interceflbr,  came  in  fight  Of  Paradife  could  have  producd,  e"er  fall'n 

Before  the  Father's  throne  ;  them  the  glad  Son  From  innocence.   Now  therefore  bend  thinecar 

Prefenting,  thus  to  intercede  began  :  To  fupplication ;  hear  his  fighs^  tho'  mute. 

See,  Father,  whatfirft-fruitsoneartharefprung  Unflulful  with  what  words  to  pray,  let  me 

Perditus 
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Pcrditus  heu  ncfcit,  quo  te  nunc  ainbiat  ore : 
Ergo  Ipfe  interpres  fponforquc  &  viclima  tandcm 
Sim  votiva,  finas :  Tute  illius  omnia  facla 
Infcre  mi,  bona  feu  mala  fcccrit ;  illa  valcbunt 
Plus,  meritis  perfedta  mcis ;  hax  morte  piabo. 
Accipe  mc  facilis;   per  mc  accipe  pacis  odorem 
Erga  hominem ;  vivat  te  coram  pace  novata, 
Atque  dati  reliquos,  fuerit  fi  triftius,  aevi 
Abfolvat  numeros ;  donec  mors  debita  (noxs 
Indictas  tenuare  velim,  haud  avertere  poenas) 
Reddiderit  vitae  meliori ;  ubi  fanguine  tota 
Gens  reparata  meo  mecum  ketiilima  carpat 
Gaudia,  perpetua  ferie  reditura ;  mihique, 
Ut  tibi  ego,  more  haud  alio  concrefcat  in  unum. 

Cui  deinde  omnipotens  Genitor,  iine  nube  ferenus  : 
Quae  tu  adeo  indulgenda  homini,  gratiilime  Nate, 
Orafti,  en  ultro  dantur :  quas  cun&a  petifti, 
Ipfe  eadem  ftatui,  atque  animo  mecum  ante  peregi. 

Interpret  for  him :  me,  his  advocate,  To  mitigate  thus  plead,  not  to  reverfe) 

And  propitiation  j  all  his  works  on  me,  To  better  life  fhall  yield  him  :  where  with  mc 

Good,  or  not  good,  ingraft :  my  merit  thofe  All  my  redeem'd  may  dwell,  in  joy  and  blifs  -r 

Shall  perfeft ;  and  for  thefe  my  death  fhall  pay.  Made  one  with  me,  as  I  with  thee  am  one. 
Accept  me ;  and,  in  me,  from  thefe  receive  To  whom  the  Father,  without  cloud,  ferene  ; 

The  fmell  of  peace  tow'rd  mankind  :  let  him  livc  All  thy  requeft  for  man,  accepted  SonT 

Before  thee  reconcil'd,  at  leaft  his  days  Obtain;  all  thy  requeft  was  my  decree. 

Number'd,  tho'  iad ; ' till  death  (his  doooi,  which  I  But  longer  in  that  Paradife  to  dwell, 

Hunc 
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Hunc  vero  ulterius  Paradifi  in  fede  morari 
Fas  prohibet :   namque  ipfa  elementa,  immunia  labis, 
Immortalia,  fpurcitie  metuentia  tingi, 
Pollutum  vitiis  hominem  indignantur,  &  arcent 
Ceu  morbum,  ejiciuntque;  ut  craflior  aera  crafTum 
Mortalefque  cibos  carpat :  fenfim  inde  relabens 
Verget  in  occafum,  noxa  mutante  vigorem ; 
Noxa,  quae  peperit  terris  morbofque  luemque, 
Undique  tabificum  fpargens  per  pura  venenum. 
Scilicet  Hunc  geminis  ab  origine  dotibus  auxi 
Eximiis;  mentifque  beatas  gaudia,  &  asvum 
Immortale  dedi:   poftquam  projecerat  illa 
Impius,  haec  lentos  mifere  protra&a  dolores 
Tantum  asternaffet,  mortem  ni  deinde  pararam : 
Mors  ita  munus  erit,  requies  finifque  laborum. 
Verum  ubi  jam  poenis  exercitus  acribus  sevum 
Duxerit,  6c  fidei  fpeclatae  infignia  clara 
Eoregiis  dederit  faclis,  hinc  munera  vita? 

The  law  I  gave  to  nature  him  forbids.  Corrupted.     I  at  firfl:  with  two  fair  gifts 

Thofe  pure  immortal  elements,  that  know  Created  him  endow'd;  with  happinefs, 

Ko  grofs,  no  un-harmonious  mixture  foul,  And  immortality  :  That  fondly  loft, 

Ejeft  him,  tainted  now;  and  purge  him  ofF,  This  other  ferv'd  but  to  eternize  woe; 

As  a  diftemper,  grofs  to  air  as  grofs,  'Till  I  provided  death :   fo  death  becomes 

And  mortal  food ;  as  may  difpofe  him  beft  His  final  remedy  :  and  after  life 

For  diffolution  wrought  by  fin,  that  firft  Try'd  in  fharp  tribulation,  and  refin'd 

Piftemper'd  all  things ;  and  of  in-corrupt  By  faith  and  faithful  works,  to  fecond  life 


Alterius, 
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Altcrius,  dccrcta  piis,  rcnovatus  adibit, 
Miratufquc  aliud  coelum  tcrrafquc  recentcs. 
Continuo  in  coctum  divorum  immcnfa  voccmus 
Agmina,  diffufi  fuper  ampla  palatia  cceli: 
Confpiciant  teftes,  homini  quae  jura  caduco 
Nunc  dcderim;  ut  quondam  videre,  cadente  fuorum 
Parte  aliqua ;  atque  ipfis  vires  crevere  videndo, 
Fortior  &  ftabili  venit  fub  pedore  virtus. 

Vix  ea  finicrat  Gcnitor;   Natufque  tenenti 
Excubias  fummo  dedit  ardua  figna  Miniftro. 
Ille  tubam  inflavit,  fors  quondam  in  vertice  Orebi 
Defcendente  Deo  auditam;  refonumque  canorem 
Forte  iterum,  mundi  ad  buftum  commune,  daturam. 
In  coeli  loca  vafta  effunditur  undique  flatus 
Aura  Seraphini :   longe  lateque  Amaranti 
Suavibus  hofpitiis,  fluvioque  aut  fonte  relictis, 
Propter  aquas  vitas  qua  gaudia  laeta  beato 
Conferuere  choro,  fignum  fublime  fecuti 

\\rak'd  in  the  renovation  of  the  juft,  To  the  bright  minifter  that  watch'd  :  he  blew 

Refigns  him  up,  with  heav'n  and  earth  renew'd.  His  trumpet,  heard  in  Oreb  fince  perhaps, 

But  let  us  call  to  fynod  all  the  bleft,  When  God  defcended  j  and  perhaps  once  more 

Thro'  heav'n's  wide  bounds  :  from  them  I  will  To  found  at  general  doom.     Th'  angelic  blail 

not  hide  Fill'd  all  the  regions :  from  their  blifsful  bow'rs 

My  judgments,   how  with  mankind  I  proceed;  Of  amarantin  fhade,  fountain  or  fpring, 

As  how  with  peccant  angels  late  they  faw  j  By  the  waters  of  life,  where-e'er  they  fat 

And  in  their  ftate,  tho'  firm,  ftood  more  confirm'd.  In  fellowfhip  of  joy,  the  fons  of  light 

He  ended  ;  and  the  Son  gave  fignal  high  Hafted,  reforting  to  the  fummons  high; 

Vol  II.  E  e  Agglome- 
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Agglomerant  lucis  Soboles,  &  fedibus  aureis 
Ordine  confidunt.     Solio  deinde  orfus  ab  alto 
Omnipotens,  veneranda  palam  decreta  profatur: 
En,  Nati,  illicita  decerptis  arbore  pomis, 

Jam  fimilem  nobis  Hominem,  mala  noffe  potentem 

Et  bona ;  fed  nofTe  haec  fublata,  fed  altera  parta 

Ja6let,  inops  animi :   quanto  felicior  eflet, 

Si  mala  nefcierat,  contentus  dote  bonorum 

Permifsa.     Nunc  aufa  dolet,  moeftifque  precatur 

Fletibus ;  hos  olli  flimulos  fub  peftore  verto : 

Sin  retraham,  cor  quam  vanum  &  mutabile,  novi. 

Ne  tandem  ambrofios  audentior  arbore  fcetus 

Vitali  avellat  praeceps,  morfuque  nefando 

Immortale  aevum  carpat,   (feu  fomnia  vana 

Saltem  animo  foveat)  certum  eft  depellere  ab  hortis, 

Ut  raflris  magis  apta  fibi  fola  patria  vertat. 

His  pare  imperiis  &  juffa  facefle,  Michaal": 

Hinc  bellatores  tecum  de  flore  Cherubum 

Andtooktheir  feats:  'till  frotn  his  throne  fupreme     My  motions  in  him:  Ionger  than  they  move, 


Th^Umighty  thus  pronounc'd  his  fovereign  will: 

O  So/is,  like  one  of  us  man  is  become 
To  know  both  good  and  evil,   fince  his  tafte 
Of  that  defended  fruit :    but  let  him  boaft 
His  knowledge  of  good  loft,  and  evil  got: 
Happier,  had  it  fufitc'd  him  to  have  known 
Good  by  itfelf,  and  evil  not  ^t  all. 
He  lorrows  now,  repenu,  and  prays  contrite; 


His  heart  1  know  how  variable  and  vain, 
Self-left.     Left  therefore  his  now  bolder  hand 
Reach  alfo  of  the  tree  of  life,  and  eat, 
And  live  for  ever,  dream  at  leaft  to  live 
For  ever,  to  remove  him  I  decree, 
And  fend  him  from  the  garden  forth,  to  till 
The  grouud  whence  he  was  taken,   fitter  foil. 
Wcbael,  this  my  beheft  have  thou  in  charge  : 

Duc 
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Duc  age  flammantcs,  folitis  ne  fraudibus  hoftis 
Aut  mcditans  homini  auxilium,  aut  invadcrc  fcdea 
Aggrcflus  vacuas,  alios  agitare  tumultus 
Audeat:  accelcra,  dcpelle  Dci  paradifo 
Par  fontum,  nec  te  mollis  clementia  vincat, 
Sedibus  extemplo  facris  depelle  profanos : 
Exiliumque  aeternum  ipfis  denuntia,  6c  omni 
Ex  ipfis  foboli.    Aft  animos  ne  forte  labantes 
Mandatum  trifte  obruerit,  nam  confcia  corda 
Ingenuis  vidi  mollefcere  luclibus,  iras 
Exue.      Sin  faciles  tua  jufla  &  mentibus  aequis 
Accipiant,  mitte  haud  nudos  folamine :  Adamo 
Da  meliora  videre,  aevo  ventura  fequenti, 
(Ut  tibi  pandam  egomet  divina  luce)  meumque 
Infere  foemineo  renovatum  in  femine  fcedus. 
Moerentes  dimitte,  at  blandae  munere  pacis 
Donatos :  hortique  eois  partibus,  unde 


Take  to  thee  from  araong  the  cherubim  At  the  fad  fentence  rigoroufly  urg'd,i 

Thy  choice  of  flaming  warriors ;  left  the  fiend,  (For  I  behold  them  foften'd,  and  with  tears 

Or  in  behalf  of  man,  or  to  invade  Bewailing  their  excefs)  all  terror  hide. 

Vacant  pofleflion,  fome  new  trouble  raife.  If  patiently  thy  bidding  they  obey, 

Hafte  thee,  and  from  the  paradife  of  God,  Difmifs  them  not  difconfolate :  reveal 

Without  remorfe,  drive  out  the  finful  pair,  To  Adam  what  lhall  come  in  future  days, 

From  hallow'd  ground  th'  unholy :  and  denounce  As  I  fhall  thee  inlighten  :  intermix 

To  them,  and  to  their  progeny,  from  thence  My  cov'nant  in  the  woman's  fee.I  renew'd, 

Perpetual  banifhment.     Vet  lell  they  faint  So  fend  them  forth,  tho'  forrowing,  yet  in  peace. 


E  e  2  Scanden- 
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Scandendum  facili  nifu  fe  praebet  Edenus, 
Ardentes  vigilum  excubias  appone  Cherubum, 
Et  late  undantem  flammis  vibrantibus  enfem 
Conftitue  j  atque  omnes  aditus  cuftode  corona 
Undique,  vitai  ad  plantam  qua  femita  ducit. 
Ne  turpes  iterum  excipiat  Paradifus  amica 
Sede  animas,  omni  quae  fru&ibus  arbore  raptis 
Illecebras  alias  homini  &  nova  retia  tendant. 

Dixerat:   et  virtus  fummi  praecelfa  Seraphae 
Labier  in  terras  le  accinxerat ;  omnis  &  una 
Clara  Cherubum  acies  vigilum  :  quifque  ora  quaterna 
Explicuit,  duplicis  faciem  referentia  Jani. 
Cuique  oculis  fparfa  eft  ftellantibus  undique  forma, 
Queis  neque  certafTent  numero  nec  viribus  Argi 
Lumina;  non  lentum  fuafiflet  inire  foporem 
Dulcifona  Arcadicis  de  vallibus  Hermis  arundo, 
Somnifero-ve  potens  medicata  papavere  virga* 
At  lffitum  interea  Matuta  reviferat  orbem 


And  on  the  eaft-fide  of  the  garden  place,  He  ceas'd ;  and  th' Arch- Angelic  Pow'r  prepar'd' 

Where  entrance  up  from  Eden  eafieft  climbs,  For  fwift  defcent ;  with  him  the  cohort  bright 

Cherubic  watch ;  and  of  a  fword  the  flame  Of  watchful  Cherubim  :  four  faces  each 

Wide-waving;  all  approach  far  offto  fright,  Had  like  a  double  Janus;  all  their  lhape 

And  guard  all  paflage  to  the  tree  of  life :  Spangled  with  eyes,  more  numerous  than  thofe 

Left  Paradife  a  receptacle  prove  Of  Jrgus;  and  more  wakeful  than  to  drouze, 

To  fpirits  foul,  and  all  my  trees  their  prey ;  Charm'd  with  drcadian  pipe,  the  paft'ral  reed 

With  whofe  ftoPn  fruit  man  once  more  to  delude.  Of  Hcrmes,  or  his  opiate  rod.     Mean-while, 

Luee 
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Lucc  facra  rccrcans,  rorifquc  afflarat  odores 
Ambrofii.     Adamus  prima  cum  Matrc,  rcccnti 
Manc  Deum  votis  folito  dc  morc  prccati, 
Coelitus  immitti  reduces  in  pectora  vires 
Spcfquc  fubirc  novas  fenfere,  8c  mifta  pavore 
Gaudia:   tum  dictis  mulcct  vir  talibus  Evam: 

Eva,  fidc  dignum  eft  coelo  dcfcendere,  nobis 
Qua?  paflim  bona  cunque  fluunt :  nos  pofle  refcrrc 
iEthereas  quidquam  in  fedes,  quod  corda  beati 
Summa  Dei  attigerit,  fenfufve  inflexerit  altos, 
Credere  non  adeo  facile  eft.     At  vota  precefque 
Id  poterunt;  gemitufque  hominis  brevis  editus  ore 
Ufque  Dei  folium  &  penetralia  fandta  volabit. 
Nam,  fimul  ac  votis  avertere  Numinis  iras 
Quaerebam  genubus  flexis  &  fupplice  corde 
Demiflus  venerans,  vultu  fe  offerre  fereno 
Vifus  erat,  facilefque  aures  adhibere  precanti. 

To  re-falute  the  world  with  facred  light  So  prevalent,  as  to  concern  the  rnind 

Leucotbea  wak'd  ;  and  with  frefh  dews  imbalm'd  Of  God  high-bleft,  or  to  incKne  his  will, 

The  earth;  when  Adam,  and  firft  matron  E<vet  Hard  to  belief  may  feem:  yet  this  will  pray'ry 

Had  ended  now  their  orifons ;  and  found  Or  one  {hort  figh  of  human  breath,  up-born 

Strength  added  from  above;  new  hope  to  fpring  Ev'n  to  the  feat  of  God.     For  fince  I  fought 

Out  of  defpair;  joy,  but  with  fear  yet  link'd  ;  By  pray'r  th'  offended  Deity  t'appeafe; 

Which  thus  to  Eve  his  welcome  words  renew'd  :  KneeVd,  and  before  him  humbleJ  all  my  heart;. 

Eve,  eafily  may  faith  admit,  that  all  Methought  I  faw  him  placable  and  mild, 

The  good  which  we  enjoy,  from  heav'n  defcends ;  Bending  his  ear  :  perfuafion  in  me  grew 

But  that  from  us  ought  Ihould  afcend  to  heav'n,  That  I  was  heard  with  favour;  peace  retujn'd 

Spem 
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Spem  fovi  mea  vota  audiri ;  in  pe&us  amica 
Pax  rediit ;  promiffa  memor  divina  revolvi, 
"  Colla  tuum  pedibus  ruiturum  hoftilia  femen." 
Fcedera  fceta  animo  quondam  deleverat  horror: 
At  revoco;  mentique  alacris  fiducia  furgit, 
Afpera  difpelli  mortis,  rediiffe  falutem. 
Inde  mihi  falve  Eva,  illo  digniffima  falve 
Nomine !  Te  jadant  hominum  gens  tota  parentem, 
Te  late  genus  omne  animalia ;  cujus  amicis 
Aufpiciis  vi&urus  homo  eft,  atque  illius  ergo 
Cetera.     Cui  vultu  conjux  deje&a  modefto 
Rettulit :  haud  equidem  tanto  me  nomine  dignor, 
Qu£e  te  adeo,  dulce  auxilium  tibi  nata,  nefandos 
Prodiderim  in  laqueos :  merces  mihi  verior  effet 
Sufpicio,  triftefque  irae,  atque  infamia  turpis. 
At  miram  indulfit  veniam  clementia  blandi 
Judicis;  ut,  mortem  quae  gentibus  unica  cundtis 
Intulerim,  laetae  celebrer  fons  undique  vitas. 

Home  to  my  breaft  ;  and  to  my  memory  To  whom  thus  Eve,  with  fad  demeanor  meek : 

His  promife,  that  "  thy  feed  fhall  bruife  our  foe  :"  Ill-worthy  I,  fuch  tide  (hould  belong 

Which,  then  not  minded  in  difmay,  yet  now  To  me  tranfgrefior ;  who,  for  thee  ordain'd 

Aflures  me  that  the  bitternefs  of  death  A  help,  became  thy  fnare :  to  me  reproach 

Is  paft,  ar.d  we  fhall  live.  Whence,  hail  to  thee !  Rather  belongs,  diftruft,  and  all  difpraife. 

Eve  rightly  call'd,  mother  of  all  mankind,  But  infinite  in  pardon  was  my  judge, 

Jvlother  of  all  things  living,   fince  by  thee  That  I,  who  firft  brought  death  on  all,  am  grac'd 

Man  js  to  ljve;  and  all  things  live  for  man.  The  fource  of  life :  next  favourable  thou; 

Te 
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Tc  dcinde  acccpi  facilcm,  qui  talibus  ultro 

Exornas  titulis,  longe  divcrfa  mercntem 

Nomina.    Scd  rura  expectant,  campiquc  colendi, 

Hactenus  ignoto  campi  fudore  colendi, 

Heu  nodtem  infomncm  paffos:   namquc  afpicc,  curfum 

Aurora  ingreditur  rofco  lastiilima  vultu, 

Nil  noftras  miferans  curas  vigilefque  dolores. 

Tendamus;  latus  ipfa  tuum  nec  deinde  rclinquam, 
Qu6  nos  cunque  vocant  audla  nunc  mole  labores, 
Solis  ad  occafum :  his  fpatiis,  quantum  ufque  morari 
Contigerit,  quae  penfa  gravent  felicibus?  hic  nos 
Sorte  data,  in  pejus  fuerit  fi  lapfa,  fruamur. 

Haec  fupplex  effata,  humilique  haec  corde  petebat: 
Coelo  aliter  vifum  eft:  fignis  natura  minata  eft 
Per  pecudum  volucrumque  genus,  perque  aeris  auras. 
Ut  rubuit  jam  Aurora  recens,  ferruginis  aether 
Horruit  infolitae  tenebris.     Tum  regius  Ales, 
Ipfius  ante  oculos,  e  cceli  vertice  pronus 

Who  highly  thus  t'intitle  me  vouchfaPft  :  Laborious,  1till  day  droop:  while  here  we  dwell 

Far  other  nanie  deferving.    But  the  field  What  can  be  toilfom  in  thefe  pleafant  walks  ?   - 

To  labor  calls  us,  now  vvith  fweat  impos'd,  Here  let  us  live,  though  in  fail'n  ftate,  content. 
Though  after  fleeplefs  night :  for  fee,  the  lnorn,  Sofpake,fowiflvdmuch-humbled.£a>*;  butfate 

All  un-concern'd  with  our  un-reft,  begins  Subfcrib'd  not :  nature  firft  gave  figns,  imprefs'd 

Her  rofy  progrefs  fmiling:  let  us  forth;  On  bird,  beaft,  air;  air  fuddenly  eclips'd, 

I  never  from  thy  fide  henceforth  to  ftray,  After  fliort  blufti  of  morn :  nigh  in  her  fight, 

Where-e'er  our  day's  work  lies,  tho'  now  enjoin'd  The  bird  of  Jo<vc,  ftoop'd  from  his  aery  tour, 

Defcen- 
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Defcendens  geminas  plumae  fplendore  fuperbas 
Praecipites  agit  acer  aves :   nemorumque  tyrannus, 
Jam  primum  venari  orfus,  de  culmine  montis 
Aerii,   binos  praeftanti  corpore  cervos 
Infequitur :  tendit  reclo  fuga  tramite  portam 
Edeni  eoam.      Servabat  utrumque  fecutus 
Luminibus,  fic  deinde  Evam  compellat  Adamus : 
Eva,  vices  aliae  rerum  &  nova  fata  propinquant : 
Scilicet  id  muta  haec  coeli  portenta  loquuntur, 
Propofiti  ingentis  praenuntia:  forte  vacantes, 
Securofque  nimis,  venientum  haud  alite  curlu 
Poenarum  meminiiTe  monent.     Jam  quanta  fuperfint 
Tempora,  vel  quis  erit  vitas  color,  abdidit  atra 
Nube  Deus :   patet  hoc  folum,  nos  pulvere  natos 
In  veteris  remeare  eadem  primordia  teriae. 
Hoc  erat,  ante  oculos  terris  quod  nuper  et  auris 
Ufque  adeo  geminata  fugae  trepidantis  imago 
Tempore  non  alio  metam  properabat  eandem, 

Two  birds  of  gayeft  plume  before  him  drove:  Fore-runners  of  his  purpofe  :  or  to  warn 

Iiown  from  a  hill  the  beaft  that  reigns  in  woods,  Us  haply  too  fecure  of  our  difcharge 

Fkft  hunter  then,  purfu'd  a  gentle  brace,  From  penalty,  becaufe  from  death  releas'd 

Goodlieft  of  all  the  foreft,  hart,  and  hind;  Some  days :  how  long,and  what  'till  then  our  life, 

Direft  to  th'eaftern  gate  was  bent  their  flight.  Who  knows  ?  Or  more  than  this,  that  we  are  duft, 

Adam  obferv'd,  and  with  his  eye  the  chafe  And  thither  muft  return,  and  be  no  more  ? 

Purfuing,  not  unmov'd,  to  E<vc  thus  fpake:  Why  elfe  this  double  objeft  in  our  fight, 

O  E-ve,  fome  further  change  awaits  us  nigh,  Of  flight  purfu'd  in  th'  air,  and  o'er  the  ground, 

Whichheav^nbythefemutefignsinnaturefhews,  One  way  the  felf-fame  hour?   Why  in  the  eaft 

Hinc 
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Ilinc  medium  antc  diem  tcnebrze  nafcuntur  eois 
Tra&ibus:   hefperiaque  hinc  nubc  aurora  rcfulgens 
Clarior  albenti  radiorum  illuftrat  amictu 
iEthera  cceruleum,  defcendens  lenta,  decufquc 
Nefcio  quod  ccelefte  ferens. — Nec  imagine  vana. 
Fallitur.  Ardentes  liquidze  per  iafpidis  auras 
Jam  fuperis  ccelefte  plagis  defcenderat    agmen, 
Et  paradifei  conlldit  vertice  montis; 
Illuftres  vifu  formae !  ni  offufa  pavoris 
Attonitos  caligo  oculos  hebetarat  Adamo. 
At  neque  nobiliora  pius  fpeclacula  vidit 
Ifacides,  radiare  tuens  tentoria  late 
iEtherea,  &  claris  cinctos  cuftodibus  agros. 
Gloria  nec  quondam  Dothaneo  in  monte  reluxit 
Splendidior,  fenfit  qua  flammea  fulgere  caftra 
AfTyriae  rex  ille,  unum  qui  turpibus  ardens 
Exceptare  virum  infidiis,  clam  bella  pararat, 
Ceu  prasdo  infamis.     Turmas  ftatione  morantes 

Darknefs  e'er  day's  mid-courfe  ?    and  morning-  A  glorious  apparition  !   had  not  doubt 

light  And  carnal  fear  thatday  dim'd  Adam%  eys. 

More  orient  in  yon  weftern  cloud,  that  draws  Not  that  more  glorious,  when  the  Angels  met 

0'er  the  blue  firmament  a  radiant  white,  Jacob  in  Mahanaim;    where  he  faw 

And   flow  defcends,    with   fomething  heav'nly  The  field  pavilion'd  with  his  guardians  bright ; 

fraught  ?  Nor  that,  which  on  the  flamingmount  appear'«l 

He  err'd  not;  for  by  this  the  heav'nly  bands  In  Dotbam,  cover'd  with  a  camp  of  fire, 

Down  from  a  flcy  of  jafper  lighted  now  Againft  the  Syrian  king;   who  to  furprize 

In  paradife,  and  on  a  hill  made  alt:  One  man,  afTaflin  like,  had  levy'd  war, 

Vol.  II.  F  f  Pr<efi- 
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Praefidio  radiante  hortos  circumdare  juflit 
Agminis  aetherei  dux  regius :  ipfe  per  umbras 
Solus  abit,    fiqua  tacitis  reperiret  Adamum 
Silvarum  hofpitiis :   longe  fervabat  Adamus ; 
Atque  haec  deinde  Evae,  magnus  dum  accederet  hofpes, 
Incipit :  Expe&anda  tibi  fublimia,  conjux, 
Nuntia,  quae  forfan  nobis  fata  ultima  demum 
Indicent,  legefve  novas  ac  foedera  pandent. 
Namque  aurea.  de  nube,  operit  qui  culmina  montis 
Iflius,  en !  oculis  fefe  obtulit  agminis  unus 
iEtherei :  fublimi  habitu  geftuque  videtur 
Oi  dinibus  fuperum  ex  primis,  fceptrifque  potitus : 
Is  venientem  illuftrat  honos !  verum  omnis  ab  ore 
Terror  abeft  :  fed  nec  facilis  Raphialis  amici 
Elucet  favor,  ut  mihi  cor  fiducia  firmet. 
Hofpitis  ipfe  adeo  adventum  veneratus,  honore 
Obvius  excipiam  digno ;    Tu  deinde  recedas. 
Finierat  Genitor.   Cceleftiaque  exuit  ora 

"War  un-proclaim'd.  The  princely  hierarch  From  yonder  blazing  cloud  that  veils  the  hill, 

In  theirbright  ftand  there  left  his  pow'rs  to  feize  One  of  the  heav'nly  hoft;  and  by  his  gait, 

PofTeffion  of  the  garden :   he  alone,  None  of  the  meaneft:   fome  great  potentate, 

To  find  where  Adam  fhelte^d,  took  his  way  ;  Or  of  the  thrones  above  ;  fuch  majefty 

Not  un-perceiv'd  of  Adam,  who  to  E-ve,  Invefts  him  coming  !    yet  not  terrible, 

While  the  great  vifitant  approach'd,  thus  fpake:  That  I  fhould  fear;  nor  fociably  mild, 

Eve,    now  expeft  great  tidings,  which  perhaps  As  Raphael,  that  I  fhould  much  confide ; 

Of  us  will  foon  determine ;   or  impofe  But  folemn  and  fublime :  whom  not  t'offend, 

Mew  laws  to  be  obferv'd ;  for  I  defcry,  With  reverence  I  rauft  rneet,  and  thou  retire. 

Dux 
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Dux  fupcrum,  humanaequc  homini   fub  imagine  formce 

Maluit  occurfirc:   fuper  luccntibus  armis 

Fnfa  finus  rutilos  fluitabat  bcllica  veftis, 

Cui  vivo  neque  certarit  Meliboea  nitorc 

Nec  Sarrana  chlamys,  veterum  geftamina  quondam 

Heroum,    rcgumquc  fequeftra  pace  fruentum ; 

Tinxerat  ipfa  Iris  fubtemina.  Dcinde  foluto 

Stellantis  vinclo  galeae,  virtute  virili 

Effulfit,  mixtifque  rofis  &  flore  juventa?. 

Hafta  manum  armarat ;  laterique  afHxus,  ut  orbe 

Signifero  pendens,  ardebat  fulgidus  enfis, 

Enfis  atrox,  Satanae  terror.     Tum  flexit  Adamus 

Genua  humilis :   non  inclinato  regius  Hofpes 

Vertice,  fic  mandata  refert  fublimis :  Adame, 

Nil  opus  eft  fermonum  ambagibus,  arduafummi 

JufTa  Dei  ut  memorem ;  fat  erit  tua  vota  precefque 

Audiri :  tibi  mors  indicla,  &  crimine  in  ipfo 

Debita,  jam  cceli  blando  mediante  favore, 


Hc  ended;  ar.d  th"  Arch-angel  foon  drew  nigh;      As  in  a.  glift'ring  zodiack,  hung  the  fwoid, 


Not  in  his  fhape  cceleftial,  but  as  man 
Clad  to  meet  man :  over  his  lucid  arms 
A  military  veft  of  purple  flow'd  ; 
Livelier  than  Mdibczan,  or  the  grain 
Of  Sarra,   vvorn  by  kings  and  heroes  old, 
In  time  of  truce;  Tris  had  dip'd  the  wooff. 
His  ftarry  helm  unbuckled  fhew'd  him  prime 
In  manhood,  where  youth  ended  :  by  his  fide 


Satans  dire  dread ;   and  in  his  hand  the  fpear. 
Adam  bow"d  low:    he  kingly  from  his  ftate 
Inclin'd  not,  but  his  coming  thus  declar'd  : 

Adam,   heav'n's  high  beheft  no  preface  needs : 
Sufficient  that  thy  pray'rs  are  heard,  and  death, 
Then  due  by  fentence  when  thou  didft  tranfgrefs, 
Defeated  of  his  feizure,  many  days 
Giv'n  thee  of  grace,  wherein  thou  may'it  repent, 

F  f  2  Ufque 
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Ufque  dies-  etiam  in  feros  dilata  receffit. 
At  te  pceniteat  culpae;    in  meliufque  relatis 
Moribus,  innumeris  noxam  virtutibus  unam 
Obvolvas:  hac  lege  Deus  placabilis,  ultro 
Servatum  nigri  miferis  ex  faucibus  orci 
Eripiet :  fed  enim  paradifi  in  fede  morari 
Non  finit  ulterius.     Jam  te  miffurus  ab  horto 
Adveni  viridante ;  fola  ut  magis  apta,  genufque 
Unde  trahis,  terram  afliduo  infectere  labore. 

Nec  plura  his.     Subitus  namque  ima  gelarat  Adamo 
Corda  dolor,  fenfufque  ferox  perftrinxerat  omnes : 
Horrendum  fimul  Eva  fonum,  qua  tedta  latebat, 
Accipiens,  queftuque  &  fcemineo  ululatu 
Prodidit  arcanos  densa  fub  fronde  recefius : 

Improvifa  mali,    letho  mihi  pejor,  imagof 
Siccine  te,  Paradife,  ah  lege  coercita  dura, 
Te  linquam,  natale  folum !  fpatia  haec  peramoenay 
Has  umbras,  loca  digna  Deis  ?  qua,  mente  dolorem 

And'one  bad  a<ft  with  many  deeds  well  done  Heart-ftruck  with  chilling  gripe  of  forrow  ffood,, 

May'ftcover:  wellmay  then  thy  Lordappeas'd  That  all  his  fenfes  bound.    E<ve,  who  un-feen 

Redeem  thee  quite  from  death's  rapaeious  claim.  Yet  all  had  heard,  with  audible  lament 

But  longer  in  this  paradife  to  dwell  Difcover'd  foon  the  placeof  her  retire  : 
Permits  not :  to  remove  thee  I  am  come,  O  unexpefted  ftroke,  worfe  than  of  death  ! 

And  fend  thee  from  the  garden  forth,  to  till  Muft  I  thus  leave  thee,  paradife  ?  thusleave 

The  ground  whence  thou  waft  taken,  fitterfoil.  Thee,  nativefoil!  thefe  happy  walks  and  fhades, 

He  added  not;  for  Adam  at  the  news  Fit  haunt  of  Gods?  where  I  had  hope  to  fpend, 

Mcefta. 


LIBER    UNDECIMUS.  229 

Mcefta  fovcns  tacita,   fperabam  agitarc  dici 
Quod  fupcreft  potuhTe,  fuprcma;  muncra  lucis. 
Vos  6,  non  alio  rifuri  fidcrc,   Florcs, 
Manc  novo  mihi  prima  atque  ultima  vcfpcrc  cura, 
Quos  colui,  tcueraque  fovens  nova  germina  dextra, 
Nomina  cuique  dedi !  quis  vos,   quis  lucida  colla 
Erigct  ad  folcm  quondam  ?  quis  faecla  tribufque 
Digeret,  ambrofiis  fpargens  e  fontibus  imbres  ? 
Te-ne  ctiam,  Thalame  6  frondens,  decora  omnia  paflim 
Cui  legi,  formaque  8c  odore  placentia ;   te-ne 
Abfcedam  ?  quonam  inferius  dehinc  orbe  vagabor, 
Deferto,  horrenti  ?  quo  more  fub  aere  craflb 
Spirandum,  afluetis  poma  immortalia  pafci? 
Illam  incendentem  luctus  caftigat  amice 
Nuntius :  Eva,   queri  defifte,  lubenfque  relinque, 
Quoe  merito  amittis ;  neve  anxia  pectore  vano 
Non  tuafufpires  nimium.  Nec  folarecedis- 

Quiet,  though  fad,  the  refpite  of  that  day  How  fhall  I  part ;  and  whither  wander  down 

That  muft  be  mortal  to  us  both !  O  flow'rs,  Into  a  lower  world,   to  this  obfcure, 

That  never  will  in  other  climate  grow  j  And  wild  ?    how  Ihall  we  breathe  in  other  sir 

My  early  vifitation,   and  my  laft  Lefs  pure,  accuftom'd  to  immortal  fruits? 
At  ev'n,  which  I  bred  up  with  tender  hand '  Whom  thus  the  Angel  interrupted  mild: 

From  the  firft  op'ning  bud,  and  gave  ye  names !  Lament  not,  E<ve,    but  patiently  refign 

Who  now  fhall  rear  ye  to  the  fun,  or  rank  What  juftly  thou  haft  loft  :  nor  fet  thy  heart, 

Your  tribes,   and  water  from  th'  ambrofial  fount  ?  Thus  over-fond,  on  that  which  is  not  thine. 

Thee  laftly,    nuptial  bow'r,   by  me  adorn'd  Thy  going  is  not  lonely  ;  with  thee  goes 

With  what  to  fight  orfmell  was  fweet!  from  thee  Thy  hulband;.  him  to  follow  thou  art  bound  : 

Tecumi 
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Tecum  una.  egreditur,  tibi  qui  dux  ufque  fequendus ; 
Crede  folum  natale,  habitet  quacunque  maritus. 

Jam  vero,  ut  gelidus  difceffit  fenfibus  horror, 
Atque  animos  reduces  mentemque  recepit  Adamus, 
Deinde  humili  fandtum  affatur  ftc  voce  miniftrum : 

Quifquis  ades,  coeli  clarum  genus,  an  mihi  primus 
Coeligenum,  (namque  hi  formae  fplendentis  honores 
Te  vel  principibus  dare  regia  jura  fatentur) 
Mitius  hasc  certe  mandata,  ah!   dura,  tulifti; 
Afperius  narrafle,  immania  cordibus  aegris 
Vulnera,  fors  lethum  intulerat.  Jam,  quicquid  acerbi 
SuftinuhTe  animus  potuit,  quodcunque  dolorum 
Dcbilitas  humana  pati,  trepidantibus  affers, 
Suavibus  his  mandans  terris  migrare.    Manebant 
Deliciae  hae  tandem  extremae,   folatia  luctus 
Unica,  confuetas  fedes,  veterefque  receftus. 
Caetera  fe  late  loca  nuda  &  inhofpita  vifu 
Oftendunt,  nobifque  ignota  atque  infcia  noftri. 

Vhere  he  abides,  think  there  thy  nacive  foil.  Of  forrow  and  dejedion..  and  defpair, 

Atiam  by  this  from  the  cold  fudden  damp  Our  frailty  can  fultain,  thy  tidings  bring, 

Recov'ring,  and  his  fcat:er'd  fpirits  return'd,  Departure  from  this  happy  place,  our  fweet 

To  Michael  thns  his  humble  words  addrefs"d :  Recefs,  and  only  confolation  left 

Cceleftial !  whetheramongthe  thrones,ornam'd  Familiar  to  our  eyes.  All  places  elfe 

Ofthem  the  higheft;  for  fuch  of  mape  may  feem  Inhofpitable  appear,  and  defolate, 

Piince  above  princes !  gently  haft  thou  told  Nor  knowing  us,  nor  known.    AnJ  if  by  pray'r 

Thy  meffage,  w  hich  might  elfe  in  telli.ng  wound,  Ipceflant  I  could  hope  to  change  the  will 
And  in  performing  end  us  :  what  befides 

Sin 
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Sin  Patcr  omnipotcns  poflct  modo  fle&icr;  ullus 
Si  prccibus  locus,   afllduo  prccis  impcte  numcn 
Laflarem.     At  contra  aetcrnae  rata  foedcra  lcgis 
Vana  nihil  plus  vota  valcnt,  quam  miflus  in  auftrum 
Spiritus,  cfllantis  rcpetcns  violentior  ora. 
En  ccdo  imperiis,  nec  cojli  jufla  rccufo. 
Quin  hoc  praecipuis  mentem  moeroribus  angit, 
Divina  quod  luce  procul  vultuque  beato 
Migrandum.      Hic  poflem  repetito  accedere  cultu, 
Hic  celebrare  alia  ex  aliis  loca,  queis  Deus  olim 
Efrulfit  praefens ;   fobolique  loquentis  ab  ore 
Pendenti  narrare:   "  ultro  fefe  ipfe  videndum 
"  Obtulit  hoc  mihi  monte,  iftaque  fub  arboris  umbra 
"  Adftitit;  has  inter  pinos  vocem  illius  haufl; 
u  Ad  fontem  hunc  focii  indulfit  fermonis  honores» 
Cefpite  tot  gratus  ftatuiflem  altaria  vivo, 
Lucenteique  legens  varios  ex  amne  lapillos 
StruxifTem  in  cumulum,  faeclis  monumenta  futuris; 

Of  him.  who  all  things  can,  I  would  not  ceafe  With  worfhip,  placeby  place.wherehevouchfafd 

To  wearyhim  with  my  affiduous  cries.  Prefence  divine ;   and  to  my  fons  relate  : 

But  pray'r  againfl  his  abfolute  decree  "  On  this  mount  he  appear'd  :   under  this  tree 

No  more  avails,  than  breath  againft  the  wind,  "   Stood  vifible :  among  thefe  pines  his  voice 

Blown  ftifling  back  on  him  that  breathes  it  forth.  "  I  heard;  here  with  him  at  this  fountain  ialk'cL 

Therefore  to  his  great  bidding  I  fubmit.  So  many  grateful  altars  I  would  rear 

This  moft  afflifts  me,   that  departing  hence,  Of  graffy  turfF;  and  pile  up  every  ftone 

As  from  his  face  I  fhall  be  hid,   depriv'd  Of  luftre  from  the  brook;  in  memory, 

His  bleffed  counfnance.  Here  I  could  fre^uent  Or  monument  to  ages  :  and  thereon 

His 
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His  fuper  afliduus  fragrantia  dona  paraflem, 
Frugefque,  florefque,  &  amicos  thuris  odores. 
Aft  ubi  figna  pedum  mundi  luftrare  jacentis 
Callibus  obfcuris,  radiantiave  oratueri 
Fas  erit  ?  Iratum  fugi :   fed  numine  amico 
In  vitam  &  fobolis  promiffae  dona  vocatus, 
Divina?  recolo  lucis  jam  laetior  oras 
Extremas,  &  fancta  procul  veftigia  adoro. 

Quem  deinde  excepit  blanda  fic  voce  Michaal : 
Non  rupes  haec  fola,  (neque  id  te  fallit,  Adame,) 
Illius  at  coelum  eft,   terrarumque  undique  tracTius 
Diffufi :  omnivago  fimul  asquora  numine  complet 
Littoraque,  jethereafque  auras ;    vegetoque  vigore 
Ipfe  fovet  genus  omne  animantum  &  fufcitat  unus. 
Ille  plagas  terrarum,  &  non  ignobile  munus ! 
Jura  tibi,  imperiumque  dedit. .    Tune  Illius  amplam 
Virtutem,  aut  Paradifi,  Edeniaut  finibus  ar&is 
Comprendi  credas  ?  Fors  hic  tibi  regia  fedes 

Offer  fweet-fmelling  gums,and  fruits,  andflowVs.  Not  this  rock  only  :    his  Omniprefence  fills 

In  yonder  nether  world  where  fhall  I  feek  Land,  fea,  and  air,   and  every  kind  that  lives, 

His  bright  appearances,  or  foot-ftep  trace?  Fomented  by  his  virtual  pow'r,  and  warm'd. 

For  though  I  fled  him  angry,  yet  recalPd  All  th'  earth  he  gave  thee  to  poffefs,  and  rule, 

To  life  prolong'd,   and  promis'd  race,  I  now  No  defpicable  gift !    Surmife  not  then 

Gladly  behold  tho'  but  his  utmoft  fkirts  His  prefence  to  thefe  narrow  bounds  confin'd 

Of  glory:   and  far  offhis  fteps  ad&re.  Of  Paradife,  or  Edtn  :   this  had  been 

To  whom  thus  Michacl  with  regard  benign  :  Perhaps  thy  capital  feat,  from  whence  had  fpread 

Adam,  thou  know'ftheav*n  his,  and  all  the  earth,  All  gerferations  *    and  had  hither  come, 

Confti- 


LIBER    UNDECIMUS.  233 

Conftitcrat;   latc  in  gentes  hinc  fxcUa  ncpotum 
Derivata  ierant ;  atque  huc  confluxerat  omnis 
Diverfis  longe  fobolcs  de  partibus  orbis, 
Tc  magnum  obfequio  celebri  venerata  parentcm. 
Hae  tibi  nunc  furreptae  arces :   aequabere  natis 
Collapfus,  terramque  fimul  calcabis  eandcm. 
Tu  tamen  haud  dubites,  quin  campo  &  vallibus  imis, 
Tanquam  hic,  intererit  praefens  Deus;  ufque  fequetur 
Amplexu  propiore  fovens ;  ftudioque  paterno 
Plurima  divinae  pandet  veftigia  forma?, 
Oftendetque  facros  manifefto  in  lumine  vultus. 
Qu6  magis  his  fidas  diclis,  animumque  ferenes, 
Ante  folo  patrio  quam  cefferis ;   en  !  tibi  fummo 
iEthere  me  demiflum,  aevo  qui  deinde  fequenti 
Cunct,a  tibi  generique  tuo  ventura  revolvam. 
Audire  eft  bona  mixta  malis;  utque  ardua  coeli 
Gratia  perverfis  hominum  obluctabitur  aufis. 
Inde  vices  rerum  varias  perferre  patique 

From  all  the  ends  of  th'earth  to  celebrate  With  goodnefs  and  paternal  love,  his  face 

And  reverence  thee,  their  great  progenitor.  Exprefs,   and  of  his  fteps  the  track  divine. 

But  this  prx-eminence  thou  haftloft;    brought  Which  thatthoumay'ft  believe,  and  be  confirm'd 

down  E'er  thou  from  hence  depart ;  know,  I  am  fent 

To  dwell  on  even  ground  now  with  thy  fons,  To  fhew  thee  what  fhall  come  in  future  days 

Yet  doubt  not  but  in  valley,  and  in  plain,  To  thee,  and  to  thy  ofK-fpring:  good  with  bad 

God  is  as  here ;  and  will  be  found  alike  Expeft  to  hear,  fupernal  grace  contending 

Prefent ;  and  of  his  prefence  many  a  fign  With  finfulnefs  of  men ;  thereby  to  learn 

Still  following  thee,  ftill  compaffing  thee  round  True  patience ;  and  to  temper  joy  with  fear, 

Vol.  II.  G  g  Condiices 
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Condifces,  luctuque  pio,  fanctoque  pavore 
Gaudia  caftigans,  fortunam  erectus  utramque 
Excipies,  dubiis  pariter  lastifque  ferenus. 
Sic  tibi  labentur  luces,  quaecunque  fuperiint, 
Mollius ;  &  vitae  impavidus  fpatia  ultima  tanges. 
Hoc  confcende  jugum :  Conjux  fine  dormiat;  olli 
Rore  graves  opprefli  oculos.     Te  fomnus  habebat, 
Ipfa  in  vitales  lucis  dum  furgeret  auras. 

Deinde  iterum  grato  fic  corde  remifit  Adamus : 
Ergo  afcende  ;  fequor,  dux  optime,  quem  mihi  callem 
Monftraris ;  dextraeque  Dei,  quodcunque  minetur> 
Cedo  lubens ;  ipfis  obvertam  pectora  pcenis, 
Omne  ferendo  malum  fuperans,  pacifque  requirens 
Otia  per  longos,  liceat  modo,  fera  labores. 
Tum  gradibus  pariter  jun&is  in  celfa  feruntur 
Vila.  Dei.     Paradifaeis  fupremus  in  oris 
Mons  erat ;  unde  oculis,  puraque  in  luce  refulgensr 
Hinc  atque  hinc  late  terrarum  apparuit  orbis. 

And  pious  forrow ;  equally  innr'd  Afcend,  I  follow  thee,  fafe  guide,    the  path 

By  moderation  either  ftate  to  bear,  Thou  lead'ftme;  andtothehand  ofheav^nfubmitv 

Profperous  or  adverfe  :  fo  fhalt  thou  lead  However  chaft'ning;  to  theevil  turn 

Safeft  thy  life,    and  beft  prepar'd  indure  My  obvious  breaft ;   arming  to  overcome 

Thy  mortal  paftage  when  it  comes.     Afcend  By  fufFering,   and  earn  reft  from  labor  won ; 

This  hill ;  let  Eve,  for  I  have  drench'd  her  eyes,  If  fo  I  may  attain  —  So  both  afcend 

Here  fleep  below :  while  thou  to  forefight  wak'ft ;  In  the  vifions  of  God.     It  was  a  hill 

As  once  thou  flepft,  whilft  fhe  tolife  wasfornVd.  Of  Paradife  the  higheft;  from  whofe  top 

To  whom  thua  Adam  gratefully  reply'd :  The  hemifphere  of  eartb,  in  cleareft  ken, 

Nec 
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Ncc  magis  hoc  fublimis  apcx,   ncc  apertior  indc 
Profpcclus,  melior  qucm  confcendebat  Adamus, 
Cui  fraudum  antiquus  Genitor  molitus  inani 
Artc  dolos,  varia  oftentans  monftrabat  ab  alto 
Terrarum  imperia,  &  mundi  decus  omne  patentis. 
Inde  urbes  fama  antiqua  notafque  recenti 
Perluftrare  procul  poterat,  loca  clara  fupremis 
Imperiis ;  Scythica  ex  terra,  qua  fceptra  Cathaiae 
Torquet  atrox  Dominus,  folioque  Temirus  ad  Oxi 
Flumina  magnirico  fe  jactat,  ad  ufque  Pechini 
Mcenia,  quae  vafta  reges  ditione  Sinenfes 
Summa  tenent.     Agrae  dein  regna,  patentia  late 
Indum  ultra  Gangen,  ad  littora  Cherfonefi 
Divitis :   &  celfum  Ecbatanae  qua  maximus  implet 
Perfa  thronum ;  Caefar-ve  ubi  Moicoviticus  arces 
Poilidet,  aut  ubi  fulminea.  Byzantia  dextra 
Arva  quatit  claro  Turcarum  ex  fanguine  Princeps. 
At  neque  AbyfTinii  fines  fpeclare  Tyranni 

Stretch'd  out  to  th'  ampleft  reach  of  profpeft  lay.  And  Samarcand  by  Oxut,  Temirs  throne; 

NTot  high'r  that  hill,  nor  wider  looking  found,  To  Pekin,  ofSinaan  kings :  and  thence 

Whereon,  for  different  caufe,  the  Tempter  fet  To  Agra  and  Lahor  of  great  Mogul; 

Our  fecond  Adam  in  the  wildernefs,  Down  to  the  golden  Cberfinefe:   or  where 

Tofhewhimall  earth's  kingdoms,  and  their  glory.  The  Perfian  in  Echatan  fat;  or  fince 

His  eye  might  there  command  wherever  ftood  In  Hifpaban  :   or  where  the  RuJJian  Kxar 

City  of  old  or  modern  fame ;  the  feat  In  Mojccrw ;  or  the  Sultan  in  Bizance, 

Of  mightieft  empire :  from  the  deftin'd  walls  Turcheftan-bora  :  nor  could  his  eye  not  kec 

Of  Cambalu,    feat  of  Catbaian  Can ;  Th'  empire  of  Negui  to  his  utmoft  port 

G  g  2  Non 
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Non  erat,  Erquicium  ad  portum,  &  quae  proxima  ponto 

Regna  minora  jacent,  Mombazaeque  atque  Melindae, 

Et  Quilo33,  Sophalaeque,  aliis  quae  fertur  Ophirus. 

Tum  Nigro  a  fluvio  frontem  profpectat  Atlantis, 

Accolit  &  varias  qua  gens  Maurufia  terras, 

Ruraque  Barbariae  Dominis  fubjedta  fuperbis. 

Vidit  &  Europen,  &  qua  dictura  fubacto 

Roma  orbi  leges.    Quin  fbrs  conceffa  videri 

Mexica ;  gazarum  foecunda  Peruvia ;  nondumque    . 

Effoffis  Guiana  opibus,  regnata  potenti 

Geryonis  foboli  nunc  aurea  nomine  tellus. 

Majorum  interea  du6tor  miracula  rerum 

Nobiliora  parans,  oculis  dimovit  Adami 

Quas  fuper  intulerant  nebulas  mendacia  poma. 

Tum  fragiles  ruta  euphrafiaque,  potentibus  herbis, 

Exacuit  vifusnervos,  luftratque,  vigorem 

Infolitum  immittens ;  (oculis  namque  acribus  ufus) 

Tres  fimul  inftillans  vitai  ex  flumine  guttas. 


Ercoco  ;  and  the  lefs  maritim  kings, 

Monbaza,  and  ^uiloa,  and  Melind, 

And  Sofala,  thought  Ophir,  to  the  realm 

Of  Congo  and  Angola,  fartheft  fouth  : 

Or  thence,  from  Niger  flood  to  Atlas  mount, 

The  kingdoms  of  Almanfor,  Fez,  and  Sui, 

Morocco  an&Algien,   and  Tremifen: 

Or  Europe  thence,  and  where  Rcme  was  to  fway 

The  world :  in  fpirit  perhaps  he  alfo  faw 


Rich  Mexico,  the  feat  of  Montezume, 
And  Cufco  in  Peru,  the  richer  feat 
Of  Atabalipa:   and  yet  un-fpoil'd 
Cuiana;  whofe  great  city  Geryont  fons 
Call  El  Dorade.     But  to  nobler  fights, 
Michael  from  Adanis  eyes  the  film  remov'd, 
Which  that  falfe  fruit  that  promis'd  clearer  fight 
Had  bred ;  then  purg'd  with  euphrafy,  and  rue, 
The  vifual  nerve ;   for  he  had  much.  to  fee; 

At 
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At  vis  scthcrci  mcdicaminis  alta  rcceflus 
Ufquc  ctiam  cxtrcmos  mcntis  pcnctravit;   Aclamus 
Concidit,  occlufitquc  acies,  luccmquc  refugit. 
Ergo  illum  dextras  auxilio  dux  blandus  amico 
Erigit,  atque  animos  rcnovans,  his  vocibus  infit : 

En  acres  intcndc  acics,  &  confpice,  Adame, 
Quas  pcenas  foboli  tua  crimina  prima  futurae 
Immcritas  pariunt,  vctitos  qui  avellere  fru&us 
Non  aufi,  grave  Serpentis  nec  fcedus  inibant ; 
Immunefque  tui  fceleris ;  verum  inde  maligna 
Derivant  vitia,   &  graviorum  femina  fraudum. 

Intenditque  oculos,  campumque  afpectat  apertum : 
Hinc  fegetem  &  demeffa  recens  videt  hordea,  paftus 
Hinc  &  fepta  ovium:   medioque  ut  limes  in  agro, 
Ara  rudis  congefta  herbis  &  cefpite  agrefti 
Conftitit ;  huc  porro  viridantem  Meflbr  ariftam 
Primitias  fudans,  tulit  huc  flaventia  farra, 

And  from  the  well  of  life  three  drops  infti]l'd.  Th'excepted  tree;  nor  with  the  fnake  confpir'd, 

So  deep  the  pow*r  of  thefe  ingredients  pierc'd,  Nor  fin'd  thy  fin;  yet  from  that  fin  derive 

Ev'n  to  the  inmoft  feat  of  mental  fight,  Conuption  to  bring  forth  more  violent  deeds. 
That  Adam  now  inforc'd  to  clofe  his  eyes,  His  eyes  he  open'd,  and  beheld  a  field, 

Sunk  down,  and  all  his  fpirits  became  intrans'd  :  Partarable  and  tilth;  whereon  were  fheaves  " 

But  him  the  gentle  Angel  by  the  hand  New  reap'd  :  the  other  part  lheep-walks  and  folds : 

Soon  rais'd,  and  his  attention  thus  recalPd  :  I'  th'midft  an  altar,   as  the  land-mark  ftood; 

Adam,   now  ope  thine  eyes ;  and  firft  behold  Ruftic,  of  grafly  ford:  thither  anon 

Th'  efFe&s.whichthy  original  crime  hathwrought  A  lweaty  reaper  from  his  tillage  brou^ht 

In  fome  to  fpring  from  thee ;  who  never  touch'd  Firft  frnits,  the  green  ear,  and  the  yellow  fheaf ; 

Quas 
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Quas  fibi  forte  vaga  collegerat  obvia  dextrae. 
Proximus  Upilio  acceflit,  geftuque  modefto 
Primitias  pecorum,  praeftanti  corpore,  lectas 
Adduxit  fupplex ;  tum  rite  operatus,  omafum 
Extaque  confperfo  fragrantia  thure  refeclis 
Impofuit  lignis,  folenni  more  facrorum. 
Hujus  odoratis  confeftim  halantia  fumis 
Munera,  propitio  defcendens  laetius  igni, 
Perculit  aethereae  raptim  vis  vivida  flammae : 
At  non  Alterius ;    deerat  nam  pectus  honefto 
Incoctum.  Hinc  praeceps  medio  in  fermone  vibratum 
Ille  rotans  rapide  faxum  trans  pectus  adegit 
Paftori :  ruit  attonitus,  pallenfque  gemenfque 
Indignantem  animam  multo  cum  fanguine  fudit. 
Ilicet,  immani  trepidans  formidine,  vifu 
Horruit  Adamus,  fubitifque  ita  vocibus  crfus : 

Heu  quae,  coeleftis  Monitor,  tam  faeva  modeftum 
Infequitur  fortuna  virum,  pia  facra  ferentem  ? 

UnculTd,  as  came  to  hand.   A  fhepherd  next,  Whereat  he  inly  rag'd,   and  as  they  talk'd, 

More  meek,  came  with  the  firftlings  of  his  flock,  Smote  him  into  the  midriff  with  a  ftone, 

Choiceft  and  beft  :  then  facrificing  laid  That  beat  out  life  :   he  fell;  and  deadly  pale, 

The  inwards,   and  their  fat  with  incenfe  ftrew'd,  Groan'd  out  his  foul  with  guihing  blood  effus'd. 

On  the  deft  wood,    and  all  due  rites  perform'd:  Much  at  the  fight  was.^fo;*  in  his  heart 

His  ofTring  foon  propitious  fire  from  heav'n  Difmay'd,  and  thus  in  hafte  to  th'  Angel  cry'd  : 
Confum'd  with  nimble  glance  and  grateful  fteam :  O  teacher  I   fome  great  mifchief  hath  befalTn 

The  other's  not,  for  his  was  not  fincere:  To  that  meek  man,  who  well  had  facriik'd: 

Hic 
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Hic  pictatis  honos ?  hacc  caftae  pracmia  nuntis? 

Olli  rcTpondit,  commotus  &  ipfe,  Michaal: 
Ccrnis  ibi  fratres  binos,  Adamc,  tuoque 
Sanguine  venturos  quondam  :  Juftum  ifte  cecidit 
Impius,  invidite  ftimulis  accenfus  amaris, 
Munera  quod  melius  ccelo  fraterna  placebant. 
Dirum  vindicibus  pcenis  mulclabitur  aufum : 
Nec  tamen  alterius  merita  mercede  carebit 
Pura  fides,  quanquam  indigno  jam  funere  cernis 
Maclari,  fanieque  immunda  ac  pulvere  volvi. 

Cuipater:   heu  facinus  dirum,  caufamque  nefandam! 
At  mortem  afpexi  ?  remeandum  hoc  tramite  prifcum 
In  cinerem  ?  6  facies  inamcena,  horrenda  vel  ipfo 
Conceptu  !  ah  !  quantus  fubeuntem  invaferit  horror ! 

Nuntius  haec  contra :  Qua  forma  corripiet  mors 
Prima  hominem,  tibi  jam  patuit:   fed  mortisimago  eft 
Plurima ;  mille  viis,  inamcenis  omnibus,  antrum 
Itur  in  obfcurum,  deforme;  at  liminis  ipfb 

Is  piety  thus,  and  pure  devotion  paid?  Alas   both  for  the  deed,  and  for  the  caufeT 

T'whom  Mzchael  thus,  he  alfo  mov'd,  reply'd  :      But  have  I  now  feen  death  ?  Is  this  the  way 

Thefe  two  are  brethren,  Adam,  and  to  come  I  muft  return  to  native  duft  ?  O  fight 

Out  of  thy  loins:   th'unjufl;  the  juft  hath  flain  Of  terror  foul,   and  ugly  to  behold, 

For  envy,   that   his  brothcr's  ofFering  found  Horrid  to  think,  how  horrible  to  feel .' 
From  heav'n  acceptance :   but  the  bloody  faft  To  w  hom  thus  Micbael:    Death  thou  haft  feert 

Will  be  aveng'd;  and  th*  other's  faith  approv'd  In  his  firft  Ihape  on  man:   but  many  fhapes 

Lofe  no  reward;   tho'  here  thou  fee  hbn  die,  Of  death,  and  many  are  the  ways  that  lead 

Rolling  in  duft  and  gore.     To  which  our  fire :  To  his  grim  cave :   all  difmal !   yet  to  fenfe 

Introitu 
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Introitu  magis  horrificum  quam  fedibus  imis. 
Pars  fubita  cadet  ante  diem  vi,  quale  videbas 
Haud  pridem ;  flamma  aut  fluviis  abrepta  peribit, 
Atque  fame.     At  plures  cyathorum  largior  ulus 
Et  ccenae  immodicae  perdent :   unde  ingruet  orbi 
Morborum  atra  cohors,  qui  fe  fimul  ordine  fiftent 
Horrendo  ante  oculos ;  ut  fit  tibi  cernere,  faec'lis 
Damna  quot  humanis  Evae  vitiofa  libido 
Inferet.    En !  oculis  fubito  domus  ampla  patebat ; 
Turpis,  opaca,  horrens,  miferae  domus  hofpita  turbae, 
Quos  Morbi  paflim  innumeri  prefTere  jacentes; 
Hic  omnis  fe  forma  Mali  agglomerata  ferebat, 
Membra  modis  vultufque  trahens  crudelibus;  Angor 
Cardiacus,  Febres  variae,  immanefque  Catarrhi, 
Nervorum  rigor,   attonitae  Vertiginis  horror, 
Ulcus  edax,  rodens  male  vifcera  Calculus,  alvi 
Tormina,  defixo  Stupor  anxius  ore,  Phrenefis, 
Et  Rabies,  languens  Phthifis,  attenuataque  Tabes, 

More  terrible  at  th'  entrance,  than  within.  Before  his  eyes  appear'd,  fad,  noifom,  dark, 

Some,  asthou  faw'ft,  by  violent  ftroke  (hall  die  ;  A  lazar-houfe  it  feem'd;   wherein  were  laid 

By  fire,   flood,  famine ;  by  intemperance  more,  Numbers  of  all  difeas'd  :  all  Maladies 

In  meats  anddrinks.which  on  the  earth  fhall  bring  Of  gaftly  fpafm,   or  racking  torture,   qualms 

Difeafes  dire  :  of  which  a  monftrous  crew  Of  heart-fick  Agony,  all  Fev'rous  kinds, 

Before  thee  (hall  appear;  that  thou  may'ft  know  Convulfions,   Epilepfies,  fierce  Catarrhs, 

What  mifery  th'in-abftinence  of  Eve  Inteftine  Stone  and  Ulcer,  Cholic  pangs. 

Shall  bring  on  men.    Immediately  a  place  Dsemoniac  Phrenzy,  moaping  Melancholy, 


Peftis 
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Et  Pcflis  late  populans,  ct  Anhclitus  aegcr, 
Hydrops,  excrucianfquc  imos  Fluor  acrior  artus. 
Ut  membra  irrequicta  agitantur !  ut  undiquc  mojfti 
Erumpunt  gemitus !  ut  defperantia  corda 
Creber  agens,  hinc  inde  toros  circumvolat  Horror! 
Quin  Hades  capita  infultans  fuper  anxia  telum 
Terrificum  quatit ;    at  lentum  malc  dctinet  ictum 
Saevior,  heu  votis  iterumque  iterumquc  vocatus 
Sollicitis,  ut  fumma  falus  requiefque  laborum. 
Ecquis,  dura  adamas  cui  circum  corda  rigefcat, 
Illa  diu  fpeclacla  oculis  deformia  ficcis 
Cerneret?  illacrimat,  quanquam  olli  foemina  mater 
Non  erat,  Adamus ;    mentemque  animofque  viriles 
Exfuperat  pietas,  miferifque  immittit  habenr.s 
Lu&ibus :  at  revocans  vires,  lacrimafque  coercens, 
Deinde  iterum  queftus  reduci  vix  voce  retentat : 

Proh  gentem  miferandam  hominum !  quam  immane  ruifti 
In  prasceps !  queis  dura  malis  fortuna  refervat ! 

And  moon-ftruck  Madnefs,  pining  Atrophy,  Sight  {o  deform  what  heart  of  rock  could  long 

Marafmus,   and  wide-wafting  Peftilence,  Dry-ey'd  behold  ?   AJam  could  not;  but  wept, 

Dropfies  and  Afthmas.andjoint-racking  Rheums.  Though  not  of  woman  born;  compaffion  quell'd 

Dire  was  the  toffing!  deep  the  groans!  Defpair  His  beft  of  man,  and  gave  him  up  to  tears 

Tended  the  fick,  bufieft  from  couch  to  couch :  A  fpace ;  'till  firmer  thoughts  reftrain'd  excefs, 

And  over  them  triumphant  Death  his  dart  And  fcarce  recovering  words  his  plaint  renew'd  ; 
Shook ;  but  delay'd  to  ftrike,  tho'  oft  invok'd  O  miferable  mankind  !   to  what  fall 

With  vows,  as  their  chief  good  and  finalhope.  Degraded,  to  what  wretched  ftate  referv'd  ! 

Vol.  II.  H  h  Quin 
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Quin  tenebris  jam  extincta,  omni  cum  ftirpe,  premaris  ? 

Cur  data  vita,  per  hos  mhere  extorquenda  labores? 

Obtrufam  an  potiiis  memorem  ?  Nam  vita  quid  efletr 

Si  modo  fas  praefcire  homini ;   aut  penetrare  reculet 

Limina,  quamprimum  attigerit ;   celeri-ve  retrorfum 

Ardeat  ire  fuga,  laetaque  in  pace  reverti. 

Ergo  Dei  effigies,  homini  decus  addita  quondam 

Erecto,  celfofque  ferenti  ad  fidera  vultus 

Aurea,  fi  prifca  exciderit  virtute,  labores 

Tot  fubeat  genere  indignos,  tot  monftra  dolorum? 

Ah!  quianam  horrincis  poenis,  vifuque  tremendis, 

Vivida  qux  fuperant  veteris  veftigia  formse, 

Non  prohibent?   Nec  fandta  Patris  deiendit  imago  ?' 

Continuo  Aud:oris  decefllt  imago,  Michaal 
Rettulit,  a  patrio  cum  degenerare  decore 
Auderent,  diroque  agitante  libidinis  aeftro, 
Demifli  in  terras  pecudumque  exempla  fecuti,, 
Se  Vitii  forma  induerent :  hinc  incidit  Evae 


Better  end  here  unborn !  Why  is  life  giv'n, 
To  be  thus  wrefted  from  us  ?  rather  why 
Obtruded  on  us  thus  ?  who,  if  we  knew 
What  we  receive,  would  either  not  accept 
Life  offer'd ;  or  foon  beg  to  lay  it  down ; 
Glad  to  be  fo  difmifs^d  in  peace.     Can  thus 
Th'  image  of  God  in  man,  created  once 
So  goodly,  and  ereft,  tho'  faulty  fince, 
To  fuch  unfightly  fufferings  be  debas'd, 


Under  inhuman  pains  ?  Why  fhould  not  man, 
Retaining  ftill  divine  fimilitude 
In  part,  from  fuch  deformities  be  free, 
And  fbr  his  Maker's  image  fake  exempt  ? 

Their  Maker's  image,  anfwer'd  Michael,  therr 
Forfook  them,  when  themfelves  they  vilify'd 
To  ferve  ungovem'd  appetite :   and  took 
His  image  whom  they  ferv'd,  a  brutiih  vice, 
Indu&ive  mainly  to  the  fin  of  Eve. 

Prima 
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Prima  mali  labcs;   hinc  fordida  pcena  fecuta  eft. 
Effigicm  ncc  cnim  divinam  turpibus  aufis, 
Scd  propriam  maculant,   aut  faltem  au&oribus  ipfls 
Mutatam  in  pejus;  dum  quas  natura  falubrcs 
Cafta  dedit,  renuunt  normas,  morbofque  moleftos 
Adfcifcunt :   merito ;  effigiem  quia  numinis,  ipfis 
Impreflam,  haud  colerent.     Fas  omne  eft,  inquit  Adamus, 
Cedo  lubens :  at  nulla,  aditus  hos  praeter  acerbos, 
Ad  mortem,  ad  cineres  cognatos  femita  nulla  eft  ? 

Mollior  eft  certe,  Dux  deinde  remiflt ;  honeftum 
Si  difcas  fervare  modum,  fl  pocula  fumas 
Sobria,  nec  vi&us  nimios :  alimenta  petantur, 
Quae  flbi  vult  natura ;  abfit  vitiofa  libido. 
Sic  longa  reduces  ferie  cum  evolveris  annos 
Integer,    hinc  morti  tandem  maturus,  amicum 
In  matris  labere  finum,    ceu  mitia  poma 
Autumno  collapfa  cadunt :  fln  forte  legentis 
Admorit  fe  dextra,  volens  facilifque  fequeris. 

Therefore  fo  abjeft  is  their  puniftiment,  To  death,  and  mix  with  our  connatural  duft? 
Disiisuring  not  God's  likenefs,  but  their  own:  There  is,  faid  Michael,  if  thou  wellobferve 

Or  if  his  likenefs,  by  themfelves  defac'd  ;  Tiie  ruleof  not  toomuch;  by  temperance  taught 

While  they  pervert  pure  nature's  healthful  rules  In  what  thou  eat'ft  and  drink'ft ;     feeking  from 
To  loathfome  ficknefs :    worthily,  fince  they  thence 

God"s  image  did  not  reverence  in  themfelves.  Due  nourilhment,  no  gluttonous  delight : 

I  yield  it  juft,  faid  Adam,  and  fubmit.  'Till  many  years  over  thy  head  return, 

But  is  there  yet  no  other  way,  befides  Somay'ftthou  live;  till  like  ripefruit  thou  drop 

Thefe  painful  palfages,   how  we  may  come  Into  thy  mother's  lap ;  or  be  with  eafe 

H  h  2  Hoc 
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Hoc  fenium  eft:  fed  flos  viridis  deceflerit  aevi, 
Sed  vires,  formaeque  decor:  queis  lenta  fubibit 
Debilitas,  rugaeque,  &  rari  in  vertice  cani. 
Nec  tibi  jam  poterit  fenfus  penetrare  voluptas 
Obtufos ;  pro  fpe  juvenili,  alacrique  vigore, 
Infolitum  effceto  torpefcet  fanguine  frigus ; 
Quin  animae  nervorum  alacres  atque  aura  premetur 
Lastifica;   &  mollis  vitae  exficcabitur  humor. 

Cui  Pater :   haud  equidem  defendi  a  morte,    nec  aevi 
Jam  fpatium  proferre  velim ;  jam  cura  tenebit 
Unica,  queis  melius  ftudiis  hoc  molis  iniquae 
Pondere  me  tandem  expediam :  ftat  cun&a  fereno 
Ferre  animo,  vitasque  datos  contingere  flnes. 

Ille  autem:  nec  vita  odio  tibi,  nec  fit  amori; 
Tu  bene  fac  vivas,  dum  vixeris;  an  breve,  coeli 
Arbitrio  permitte,  an  fit  tibi  longius  aevum. 
Quin  age,  fefe  oculis  nova  jam  fpe&acula  praebent. 

Gather'd,  not  harlhly  pluck'd  ;  fordeath  mature.  The  balm  of  life. — To  whom  our  anceftor: 
This  is  old  age :    but  then  thou  muft  out-live  Henceforth  I  fly  not  death,  nor  would  prolong 

Thy  youth,  thy  ftrength,  thy  beauty,  which  will  Life  mnch ;   bent  rather,    how  I  may  be  quit, 

change  Faireft  and  eafieft,  of  this  cumb'rous  charge ; 

To  wither'd,  weak,  and  gray :  thy  fenfes  then  Which  I  muft  keep  'till  my  appointed  day 

Obtufe,   all  tafte  of  pleafure  muff  forego,  Of  rend'ring  up,  and  patiently  attend 

To  vvhat  thou  haft ;   and  for  the  air  of  youth,  My  dilTolution.    Michael  reply'd : 
Hopeful  and  chearful,  in  thy  blood  will  reign  Nor  love  thylife.nor  hate ;  but  what  thou  liv'ft, 

A  melancholy  damp  of  cold  and  dry,  Live  well ;  how  long  or  fhort,  permit  to  heav'n  : 

To  weigh  thy  fpirits  down;  and  laft  corrfume  And  now  prepare  thce  for  anotherfight. 

Refpi- 
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Refpicit ;  et  campi  luftrans  fpatia  ampla  patentis, 
Ccrnit  ibi  vario  tcntoria  pi&a  colorc : 
Hinc  vaga  pafcuntur  virides  armenta  per  herbas ; 
Illinc  exaudita,  melos  modulata  canorum 
Organa,  dulcifonxque  lyrae ;  nec  dextra  latebat 
Artificis,  fciret  qui  verrere  flla,   modofque 
Vertere,  veloci  difcrimina  mille  fonorum 
Altemans  digito,  certoque  errore  vagatus; 
Nunc  faciles  mutat  numeros,  nunc  deinde  retradtat 
Tranfcurrens,  varioque  fugit  fequiturque  volatu. 
Parte  alia  fteterat,  valida  qui  incude  laborans 
Pondera  bina,  aeris  ferrique,  immenfa  domarat ; 
Sive  reperta,  ruens  qua  fors  abfumpferat  ignis 
Montanis  nemora  alta  jugis  aut  vallibus  imis, 
Ufque  cavas  terras  in  venas,  liquida  inde  cavernae 
Ad  fauces  efTufa ;  acri  feu  vortice  in  auras 
Impulerat  rapida  vi  fubterraneus  amnis. 
Hinc  maflam  in  cellas  refolutam  rite  paratas 

He  look'd,  and  faw  a  fpacious  plain,  whereon  In  other  part  ftood  or.e,  who  at  the  forge 

Were  tents  of  various  hue :  by  fome  were  herds  Lab"ring,  two  mafly  clods  of  ir'n  and  brafs, 

Of  cattle  graaing:  others,  whence  the  found,  Had  melted;  whether  found,  where  cafual  fire 

Of  inftruments,  that  madc  melodious  chime,  Had  wafted  woods  on  mountain,  or  in  vale, 

Was  heard  of  harp  and  organ;  and  who  movd  Down  to  the  veins  of  earth  j   thence  gliding  hot 

Their  ftops  and  chords, was  feen :  his  volant  touch  To  fome  cave's  mouth ;  or  whethcr  waflvd  by  ftreams 

Inftinft  through  all  proportions,  low  and  high,  From  under-ground  :  the  liquid  ore  he  drain'd 

Fled  and  purfo'd  tranfverfe  the  refonant  fugue.  Into  fit  molds  prepar'd ;  from  which  he  form'd 

Detulit; 
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Detulit ;   unde  artis  varia  ut  fabricaverat  arma, 

Tum  quicquid  fumm  fieret  fculptum-ve  metallo. 

Se  deinde  agglomerant  diversa  ex  parte  virum  gens 

DiiTimilis,  patriifque  alti  de  collibus  omnem 

Infufi  campum  implerant.  Formaque  patebant 

Atque  habitu  jufti ;    ftudiifque  ac  pectore  toto 

Rite  Deum  colere  arre&i,  &  miracUa  potentum, 

Qua  datur,  explorare  operum;  nec  ea  ultima,  per  quae 

Pacis  amica  homines  libertatifque  bearent 

Munera.   Continuo  patulis  tentoria  valvis 

Fcemineas  fudere  greges,  pulchrafque  videri, 

Et  gemmis  nitidas,   &  pi6tis  veftibus  oftro. 

Mollia  lafcivae  citharis  modulamina  vocis 

Aptarunt,  pedibufque  leves  plaufere  choreas. 

Convertere  repente  Viri  pietate  feveri 

Lumina,  per  laetas  fine  lege  vagantia  turmas : 

Tum  fenfim  illecebris  in  caeca  procacibus  acli 

Retia,  quifque  fuam  ante  alias  cupiere,  cupitam 

Firft  his   own  tools  :   then  what  might   elfe  be  Nothid;northofethingsIaft,whichmightprei"erve 

wiought  Freedom  and  peace  to  men  :   they  on  the  plain 

Fufil  or  grav'n  in  metal.     After  thefe,  Long  had  not  walk'd,whenfromthe  tentsbehold  ! 

But  on  the  hither  fide,  a  different  fort  A  bevy  of  fair  women  ;  richly  gay 

From  the  high  neighb'ring  hills,  which  was  their  In  gems  and  wanton  drefs :    to  th'  harp  they  fung 

feat,  Soft  amorous  ditties,  and  in  dance  came  on. 

Down  W  the  plain  defcended :    by  their  guife  The  men,tho'grave,ey"d  them;  and  lettheireyes 

Juft  men  they  feem,  and  all  their  ftudy  bent  Rove  without  rein;  'till  in  the  amorous  net 

7'o  worftup  God  aright,   and  know  his  works  Firft  caught,  they  lik'd,  and  eachhis  liking  chofe; 

Legerunt 
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Legenint  ftbi  quifque ;  ineuntque  tenerrima  amoris 
Fcedera,  dum  vencris  praenuntius  ille  rcdiret 
Hcfperus:   hinc(venis  ea  fubdita  flamma !)  jugale* 
Accendunt  propcrc  tasdas  ;  avidifque  petentes 
Te  votis,  Hymenaee,  vocant,  haud  ante  vocatum: 
Fervent  altifonis  tcntoria  fefta  triumphis. 
Hos  ubi  congrefliis  lastos  profpexit,  amoris 
Carpentem  fru&us  &  mollia  dona  juventam, 
Serta  inter  florefque,  lyrafque  &  grata  viciflim 
Carmina;   corripitur  mira  dulcedine  Adamus 
Exultans ;  adeo  inflnuat  per  corda  voluptas 
Mollia,  natura  nimium  fuadente  magiftra. 
Sic  deinde  effatur  fervens:   Fidiflime  cceli 
Interpres,  mihi  qui  liquido  das  cernere,  gentfs 
Summe  Seraphinae !  en  rerum  felicior  ordo 
Ingreditur,  vifis  contraria  vifa  rependens, 
Spefque  novas  pacemque  ferens.     Odia  afpera  nuper, 
Horrida  mors,  dolor  horridior:  laetiflima  vultus 

And  now  of  love  they  treat,  'till  th'  ev'ning  ftar  And  charming  fymphonies,  attactvd  the  heart 

Love's  harbinger  appear'd :    then  all  in  heat  Of  Adam,  foon  inclin'd  t'  admit  delight, 

They  light  the  nuptial  torch ;  and  bid  invoke  The  bent  of  nature !  which  he  thus  exprefs'd : 
Hymen,  then  firft  to  marriage  rites  invok'd :  True  opener  of  mine  eyes,  prime  Angel  bleft  ! 

With  feaft  andmufic  all  the  tents  refound.  Much  better  feems  this  vifion,  and  more  hope 

Such  happy  interview  and  fair  event  Of  peaceful  days  portends,  than  thofe  twopaft: 

Of  love,   and  youth  not  loft,  fongs,  garlands,  Thofewereof  hateanddeath,orpainmuchworfe; 

flow'rs,  Here  nature  feems  fulnll'd  in  all  her  ends. 

Hic 
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Hic  decora,  hic  fummos  natura  oftentat  honores. 
Nuntius  inde  refert :  ah  ne  tibi  pe&ora  blando 
Decipiat  nimium  vultu  fpeciofa  voluptas : 
O  praeftans  animi,  &  meliora  in  munera  nate, 
Sandtior,  &  fine  labe,  Dei  omnipotentis  imago ! 
Quae  tibi  riferunt  tentoria,  laeta  videri, 
Fraudis  erant  fcelerumque  domus ;  ibi  cajde  madentis 
Fraterna  infelix  foboles  habitura  penates. 
Scilicet  egregias  ftudiis  felicibus  artes 
Expolient,  vitae  decus;  ingenioque  fagaci 
Artiflcum  famam  adfcifcent ;  Patris  omnipotentis 
Immemores,  qui  fcire  dedit,  qui  munera  pleno 
Numine  diffudit ;  nec  fontem,  unde  orta,  fatentur : 
At  fe  formosa  ja&abunt  prole  parentes. 
Lastior  illa  cohors,  rofeo  quas  ore  decoras 
Vidifti,  lepidafque  adeo,  fimilefque  deabus, 
Ingenuos,  qualefque  colat  matrona  pudica, 
Contemnent  mores,  veraeque  domeftica  laudis 

To  whom  thus  Micbaeb  Judge  not  what  is  beft,  Unmindfal  of  their  Maker,    tho  his  fpirit 

By  pleafure,   tho'  to  nature  feeming  meet;  Taught  them;     but  they  his  gifts  acknowledg'd 
Created  as  thou  ajt  to  nobler  end,  none. 

Holy  and  pure,  conformity  divine!  Yet  they  a  beauteous  off-fpring  (hall  beget. 

Thofe  tents  thou  fawTt  fo  pleafant,  were  the  tents  For  that  fair  female  troop  thou  faw'ft,  that  feemM 

Of  wickednefs  ;  wherein  ihall  dwell  his  race,  Of  goddeffes  fo  blithe,  fo  fmooth,  fo  gay; 

Who  ilcw  his  brother:   iludious  they  appear  Yet  empty  ofall  good,  wherein  confifts 

Of  arts  that  polifh  life  ;  inventors  rare ;  Woman's  domeftic  honor,  and  chief  praife : 

Munera ; 
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Muncra;  lafcivas  inftructac  gnavitcr  artcs, 
Mollc  mclos,  choreas ;  ornatu  effulgcre,  linguae 
Blanditias  jaclare,  oculiquc  procacia  tcla. 
Illis  fan&a  viriim  gens,  ob  pictatis  amorcm 
Dicta  Dci  quondam  foboles,    (venerabilc  nomcn !) 
Cedet  iners,  decorifque  ruet  famaequc  prioris 
Immemor,    illeccbris  turbae  dclufa  profanae ; 
Ebria  jam  dulci  fortuna,  undanfque  tumenti 
Laetitia :  at  rivo  hinc  manabunt  ubere  luctus. 

Tum  brevia  infelix  fic  gaudia  mittit  Adamus : 
Heu  vifu  indignum !  quae  tanta  infania  verum 
Virtutis  callem  ingrefTos,  quis  devius  error 
Splendenti  medium  per  iter  de  tramite  torquet  ? 
At  video  humanos  etiamnum  errore  dolores 
Fcemineo,  veterique  eadem  mala  fonte  renafci. 

Fons,  unde  effluxere,  (remiiit  deinde  Michaal) 
Mollities  vitiofa  viri  eft :  quem  fan&a  tueri 
Imperia,  atque  arces  decuit  tenuifle  receptas. 

Bred  only  and  completed  to  the  tafte  Theworld  e'relong(aworld  of  tears!)  muft  weep. 
Of  luftful  appetence ;   to  fing,  to  dance,  To  which  thus  Adam  of  fhort  joy  bereft: 

To  drefs  and  troule  the  tongue,  and  roll  the  eye  ;  O  pity  and  fhame !  that  they,  who  to  live  well 

To  thefe,   that  fober  race  of  men,  whofe  lives  Enter'd  fo  fair,  fhould  turn  afide  to  tread 

Religious  titled  therh  the  fons  of  God,  Paths  indireft,  or  in  the  mid-way  faint ! 

Shall  yield  up  all  their  virtue,    all  their  fame,-  But  ftilll  fee  the  tenor  of  man's  woe 

Ignobly !  to  the  trains,  and  to  the  fmiles  Hold  on  the  fame,  from  woman  to  begin. 
Of  thefe  fair  atheifts ;  and  now  fwim  in  joy,  From  man's  effeminate  flacknefs  it  begins, 

E'er  long  to  fwim  at  large,  and  laugh :  for  which  Said  th'  Angel,  who  fhould  better  hold  his  place 

Vol.  II.  I  i  Verum 
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Verum  age,  flecle  oculos,  fcenaeque  adverte  recenti. 

Continuo  immensa  ditione  patentia  regna 
Afpe&at;  celebrefque  urbes,  commiftaque  rura, 
Edu&as  ccelo  turres,  portafque  fuperbas ; 
Concurfufque  feros,  faciefque  horrenda  minatas 
Bella ;  giganteae  prolis  magna  ofla,  animofque 
Audentes.    Pars  telavibrant;  pars  effera  fraenis 
Ora  premunt  fpumantis  equi :     mora  nulla,  ruentes 
Hinc  equites  peditefque,  aut  concurrere  viro  vir 
Cominus,  aut  denfas  acie  explicuere  cohortes, 
Haud  bello  ignavas.     Aft  hinc  dele&a  virorum 
Agmina  de  pratis  armenta  recentibus  arcent 
Bucera,  praeftantes  tauros,  nitidafque  juvencas ; 
Lanigerumque  pecus,  querulos  cum  matribus  agnos. 
Cuftodes  fugere,  anima  trepidante,  cientque 
Auxilia  attoniti:  pugna  inde  cruenta;  feroces 
Confligunt  faevo  inter  fe  certamine  turmae : 
Qua  paftae  nuper  pecudes,  nunc  fquallida  tabo 

By  wifdom  and  fuperior  gifts  receiv'd.  Both  horfe  and  foot;   noridly  mulVring  ftood ":. 

But  now  prepare  thee  for  another  fcene.  One  way,  a  bandfeled  from  forage  drives 

He  lookM,  and  faw  wide  territory  fpread  A  herd  of  beeves,  fair  oxen  and  fair  kine, 

Before  him,.  towns,  and  rural  works  between:  From  a  fat  meadow-ground;  or  fleecy  flock, 

Cities  of  men,  with  lofty  gates  and  tow'rs ;  Ewes  and  their  bleating  lambs,  over  the  plain, 

Concourfe  in  arms ;  fierce  faces  threat'ning  wars  j  Their  booty:  fcarce  with  life  the  Ihepherds  fly;. 

Giants  of  mighty  bone,  and  bold  emprife.  But  call  in  aid;  which  makes  a  bloody  fray. 

Part  wield  their  arms ;  partcurb  the  foaming  fteed;  With  cruel  tournament  the  fquadrons  jom ! 

Single,  or  in  array  of  battle  rang'd,  Where  cattle  paftux'd  late,  now  fcatter'd  lies 

Honret 
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Horrct  ubique  armis  multoque  cadavere  tcllus, 
Heu  late  deferta.     Arccm  obfidione  fuperbam 
Circumdant  alii  in  caftris,  atque  arictc  orcbo 
Oppugnant,  fcalifque  petunt,  tacitifve  fodinis. 
Miffilibufque  alii  telis  fe  mcenibus  altis 
Dcfendunt,  lapidefque  Sc  flammea  fulphura  ja&ant ; 
Hinc  atque  hinc  dirae  caedes,  6c  gefta  gigantum. 
Concilium  ex  alia  Praecones  parte  ciebant 
Sceptrigeri  in  portis,  urbifque  in  limine  primo : 
Huc  venere  fenes,  confperfi  tempora  canis ; 
Huc  bellatores  validi  coiere ;   feruntur 
Sermones  varii :  fubito  cum  exorta  tumultu 
Seditio.    Vir  deinde  gravis  fefe  extulit,  aevi 
Jam  medium  emenfus  fpatium  ;  qui  multa  locutus 
Fafque  nefafque  fuper,  fuper  aequi  examine  multa, 
Pace,  fideque,  Dei  cultu,  fummique  tremendo 
Judicis  arbitrio.     Simul  hunc  juvenefque  fenefque 
Rifere ;  &  caefum  laniaflent  acribus  iris, 

With  carcafles  and  arms,  th'  infanguin'd  field,  Aflemble ;  and  harangues  are  heard :    but  foon 

Deferted.     Others  to  a  city  ftrong  In  fattious  oppofition;  till  at  laft, 

Lay  fiege,  incamp'd;  by  batt'ry,  fcale  and  mine,  Of  middle  age  one  rifing,  eminent 

Affaulting :   others  from  the  wall  defend  In  wife  deport,  fpake  much  of  right  and  wrong, 

With  dart  andjav'lin,  ftones,  and fulph'rous  fire;  Of  juftice,   of  religion,  truth  and  peace, 

On  each  hand  flaughter  and  gigantic  deeds.  And  judgment  from  above:    him  old  and  young 

In  other  part  the  fceptred  heralds  call  Exploded,   and  had  feiz'd  with  violent  hands; 

To  council,  in  the  city  gates;  anon  Had  not  acloud  defcendingfnatch'd  him  thence, 

Gray-headed  menand  grave;  with  warriors  nux'd, 

I  i  2  Nocte 
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Nocte  nifi  aeria  defcendens  caerula  nubes 
Infano  ereptum  fremitu  fuper  aftra  tuliflet. 
Sic  rabidus  furor,  &  gladii  vis  dura  minacis 
Incubuere  arvis;  nec  fpes  erat  ulla  falutis. 

Talia  profpiciens  multiim  lacrimabat  Adamus, 
Affatufque  ducem,  queftuque  &  triftibus  infit 
Lamentis :   ah  !  quae  ifta  cohors  ?  Hadifne  miniftri  ? 
Non  homines  certe ;  fraterna  caede  rubentis 
Crimina  qui  toties  iterant,  &  funeralate 
Funeribus  cumulant :  adeo  fratrem  undique  frater, 
Leto  hominem  dat  homo.     Sed  quis  pius  ille,  periclis 
Quem  Deus  eripuit,  natis  pietate  periclis  ? 

Dux  iterum  fic  orfa  refert :  Haec  edita  proles 
Imparibus,  tibi  nuper  erat  quae  cernere,  vinclis 
Connubii ;   qua  juncta  Piis  ita  foedere  lsevo 
Impia  gens,  penitus  ftudiis  atque  indole  difcors ; 
Hinc  animis  orti  immanes,  hinc  corpore  partus. 

Unfeen  amidthe  throng.   So  violence  But  who  wasthat  juft  man.whomhad  notheav'n 

Proceeded,  and  oppreffion,  and  fword-law,  Refcu'd,  had  in  his  righteoufnefs  been  loft  ? 
Through  all  the  plain,  and  refuge  none  was  found.  To  whom  thus  Michaeh  Thefe  are  the  producl 

Adam  was  all  in  tears,   and  to  his  guide  Of  thofe  ill-mated  marriages  thou  faw'ft; 

Lamenting  turnd  full  fad :   O!   what  are  thefe  ?  Where  good  with  bad  were  match'd ;    who  of 
Death's  minifters,  not  men  !  who  thus  deal  death  themfelves 

Inhumanly  to  men  :  and  multiply  Abhor  to  join  :  and  by  imprudence  mix'd, 

Ten  thoufand-fold  the  fin  of  him  whoflew  Produce  prodigious  births  of  body  or  mind. 

His  brother:  forof  whom  fuch  maflacre  Such  were  thefe  giants;  men  of  high  renown: 

Make  they,  but  of  their  brethren ;  men  of  men  ?  For  in  thofe  days  might  only  fhall  be  admir'd ; 

Talia 
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Talia  confpcdti  nupcr  portcnta  gigantes, 

Sic  fama.  memorati :   illis  nam  fola  clucbit 

Temporibus  rabics  violens,  mcntita  colorcm 

Virtutis:   bellis  domitare  ferocibus,  urbes 

Obrucre,  ac  populos  paflim,   fpolia  ampla  rcfcrrc 

Caedem  inter  ftxagemque  immanem,  ea  fumma  feretur 

Gloria ;  magnificis  patriii  plaudente  triumphis, 

Vi£tores  late  incedent,  gentifque  patroni 

Humame,  divi,  divumque  invicla  propago; 

Ah!  vaftatores  potius,  peftefque  vocandi. 

Is  terris  clarefcet  honos:   digniflima  fama. 

Quas  fuerint,  premet  obfcuris  nox  dira  tenebris. 

Ille  autem,  lucis  de  te  qui  leptimus  oras 

Invifet,  quem  folum  inter  tot  millia  juftum 

Agmina  vidifti ;  furiifque  hoftilibus  attum, 

Auderet  quoniam  turba  colere  unus  in  omni 

Juftitiam,  et  vera  in  mediis  male  grata  profari, 

"  Ut  Deus  in  terras  quondam  defcenderit  ultor, 


And  valor,   and  heroic  virtue,  call'd: 
To  overcome  in  battel,  and  fubdue 
Nations,  and  bring  home  fpoils  with  infinite 
Man-ilaughter,   (hall  be  held  the  higheft  pitch 
Of  human  glory  ;  and  for  glory  done 
Of  triumph,  to  be  ftyl"d  great  conquerors, 
Patrons  of  mankind,  Gods,  and  fons  of  Gods : 
Deftroyers  rightlier  caird,  and  plagues  of  men. 


Thus  fame  (hall  be  atchiev'd,  renown  on  earth ; 
And  vvhat  moft  merits  fame,   in  filence  hid. 
But  he,  the  feventh  from  thee,whom  thoubeheldft 
The  only  righteous  in  a  world  perverfe, 
And  therefore  hated,    therefore  fo  befet 
With  foes,  for  daring  fingle  to  be  juft, 
And  utter  odious  truth,  that  God  would  come 
To  judge  them  with  his  faints:  him  the  moft  High 


Stipa- 
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Stipatus  late  divis:"  Illum  omnipotens  Rex, 
Ambrofia  raptum  in  nebula  fuper  aftra  quadrigis 
AHgeris,  coelo,  te  confpiciente,  recepit : 
Scilicet  ut  major  fato,  immunifque  fepulcri, 
Regna  voluptatis  liquidas  fan&aeque  falutis 
Incolat,  &  propiora  Dei  confortia  jactet. 
Vidifti  quae  dona  piis :   quae  fontibus  irae 
Immineant,  en  ifta  tibi  fpe&acula  pandent. 

Refpexit ;  rerumque  oculis  nova  forma  patebat : 
Clangore  horrifono  cefsarat  ahenea  belli 
Vox  furere ;  inque  vicem  ludi  &  fubiere  lepores, 
Luxus,  fefta,  chori,  fremitus :  connubia  mifcent 
Praecipites,  proftrant-ve,  ut  fert  furiofa  libido ; 
At  neque  adulteriis  parcunt  dirifque  rapinis, 
Qua  fors  cunque  trahit  confpeclae  gratia  formae: 
Crebrefcunt  cyathi,  &  civilia  prselia  fervent. 
Ingreditur  tandem  Senior  pietate  verendus ; 
Acribus  objurgat  dictis ;   &  voce  fevera 

Rap'd  in  a  balmy  cloud  with  winged  fteeds,  All  now  was  tum'd  to  jollity  and  game, 

Did,    as  thou  faw'ft,  receive  ;   to  walk  with  God  To  luxury  and  riot,   feaft  and  dancej 

High  in  falvation,  and  the  climes  of  blifs,  Marrying,   or  proftituting,   as  befel, 

Exempt  from  death :   to  fhew  thee  what  reward  Rape  or  adultery,  where  paffing  fair 

Awaits  the  good;  the  reft  what  punifhmenf.  Allur'd  them:  thence  from  cups  to  civil  broils. 

Which,  now  dirett  thine  eyes,  and  foon  behold.  At  length  a  reverend  Sire  among  them  came, 

He  look'd,  and  faw  the  face  of  things  quite  And  of  their  doings  great  diflike  declar'd, 

chang'd:  And  teftify'd  againft  theirways:  he  oft 

The  brazen  throat  of  war  had  ceas'd  to  roar ;  Frequented  their  affemblies,  wherefo  met, 

Teftatus, 
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Tcftatus,  vitia  infcquitur  vitafque  pudcndas. 
Crctibus  ille  frequcns  variis,  cpulifque  triumphifque, 
Adfuit;  indecorcs  jufllt  defuefccre  mores, 
Atque  odifTc  ncfas ;   miferifque  inftare  tremendas 
Admonuit,  caeco  claufis  ceu  carcere,  poenas. 
Nequicquam—  quare  indignans,  nec  tendere  contra 
Amplius  aggrcflus,  procul  hinc  tentoria  movit. 
Deinde  rucns  montis  proceras  vertice  pinos, 
Navigium  ingcnti  molitur  mole,  figuram 
Defignans  cubiti  ad  normam,  quam  longa,  profunda, 
Lataque;  tum  pice  perfudit ;  latere  oftia  fixit 
In  medio ;  &  cumulis  congefta  cibaria  largis, 
Omne  genus,  hominis  pecorumque  extruxit  in  ufus, 
Cum  fubito  e  pecudum  faeclis,  (mirabile  vifu !) 
Ex  variis  aviumque  infectorumque  minorum 
Agminibus,  numero  fepteni  adiere,  parefque, 
Rite  facram  ingreiTi,  proprio  quifque  ordine,  navem: 
Tum  demum  &  terna.  Senior  cum  prole,  fecuta 

Triumphs  or  feftivals:  and  to  them  preach'd  Smear'd  roundwith  pitch;  and  inthe  fide  a  door 

Converfion  and  repentance,    as  to  fouls  Contriv'd  j    and  of  provifions  laid  in  large, 

In  prifon,  under  judgments  imminent :  For  man  and  beail :  when  lo,  a  wonder  ftrange ! 

But  all  in  vain  !   which  when  he  faw,  he  ceas'd  Of  every  beaft,  and  bird,  and  infeft  fmall 

Contending,  and  remov'd  his  tents  far  off.  Came  fevens,  and  pairs,  and  enter'd  in,  as  taught 

Then  from  the  mountain  hewing  timber  tall,  Their  order :  laft  tbe  Sire  and  his  three  fons, 

Began  to  build  a  veffel  of  huge  bulk  j  With  their  four  wives :  andGodmadefaftthedoor- 
Meafur'd  by  cubit,  length,  and  breadth,and  heightj 

Conjuge- 


256  LIBER    UNDECIMUS. 

Cqnjuge  quemque  fua :    portas  Deus  obice  firmat. 

Confurgit  notus  interea,  atque  horrentibus  alis 

Hinc  atque  hinc  late  incumbens,  una  undique  nubes 

Denfat  agens  coelo  varias :   dant  nubibus  ingens 

Subfidium  aerii  montes,  glomerante  coactas 

Agmine  nigrantes  nebulas,    fluidofque  vapores. 

Tum  picea  involvi  caligine  trifte  lacunar 

Coelorum ;   ruere  indomito  properantius  imbres 

Impete,  dum  penitus  tellus  jam  immerfa  lateret. 

Inter  aquas  equitat  Navis,  proraque  triumphans 

Roftrata,  fluctus  premit  indignata  tumentes. 

Diluvium  immani  delerat  tecta  ruina.  1 

Cffitera,  cum  gazis  fimul  omnibus  obruta :   pontus 

Ufque  ade6  ponto  incubuit,  fine  littore  pontus. 

Qua  nuper  vario  fluxere  palatia  luxu, 

Monftra  marina  ibi  jam  ftabulant,  catuloique  biformes 

Progenerant;  hominumque  ex  tot  modo  millibus,  omne 

Quod  fupereft,  capiunt  fpatia  unius  arcla  carinas. 

Mean  while  the  fouth-wind  rofe,and,  with  black  No  more  was  feen :    the  floating  veffel  fwura 

wings  Up-lifted;   and  fecure  with  beaked  prow 

Wide-hovering,   all  the  clouds  together  drove  Rode  tilting  o'er  the  waves :    all  dwellings  elfe 

From  under  heav'n ;  the  hills  to  their  fupply  Flood  overwhelm'd,  and  them  v/ith  all  their  pomp 

Vapor  and  exhalation  duflt,  and  moift,  Deep  under  water  roll'd;  fea  cover'd  fea  ; 

Sent  up  amain :  and  now  the  thickenM  fky  Sea  without  fhoar  !  and  in  thcir  palaces 

Like  a  dark  cieling  ftood :  down  rufh'd  the  rain  Where  luxury  late  reign'd,  fea  monfters  whelp'd, 

Impetuous;  and  continu'd,  'till  the  earth  And  ftabled:  ofmankind,  fo  numerous  late, 

Quis 
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Quis  tibi  tlffiC,   Adamc,  dolor,  gcnus  omnc  tucnti 
Evcrfum,  &  miferc  vaftatas  undiquc  tcrras! 
Attonito  tibi  tunc  fluclus  frcmucre  fub  alto 
Peclorc,  curarumquc  haud  mitior  obruit  azftus : 
At  te  tollcrc  humo  Duclor  dignatus,  amicis 
Solari  auxiliis  quaerens,   folatia  fiqua 
Acciperes.     Qualis  Genitor,  qui  forte  domus  fpcm, 
Ipfius  ante  oculos,  icr.u  confpexerit  uno 
Abreptos  natofque  fimul  carofque  nepotes. 
Deinde  ita  vix  aegro  rumpebas  pe&ore  queftus : 

Haec  utinam  haud  praevifa !  utinam  caligo  futuri 
Pedtus  adhuc  premeret.     Sic  me,  mihi  debita  fato, 
.  Vexarat  pars  fola  mali ;   quod  &  ufque  recurrit 
Heu  nimium !  redeunte  die.  Nunc  incubat  uni 
Congeftum,  feris  quodcunque,  nepotibus  olim 
Volventis  paritura  aevi  longinqua  vetuftas  ; 
Praecipitefque  ruunt  alieno  tempore  luctus. 
At  nemo  hinc  avidis,  fibi  quae  ventura  fuifve, 


All  left  in  one  fmall  bottom  fwum  im-bark'd. 
How  didft  thou  grieve  then,   Adam .'  to  behold 
The  end  of  all  thy  ofF-fpring,  end  fo  fad, 
Depopulation  !  Thee  another  flood, 
Of  tears  and  forrow  a  flood,  thee  alfo  drown'd  ; 
And  funk  thee  as  thy  fons :   'till  gently  rear'd 
By  th' Angel,  on  thy  feet  thou  ftood'ft  at  laft, 
Tho'  comfortlefs :  as  when  a  father  mourns 
His  children,   all  in  view  deftroy'd  at  once  : 

VOL.    II. 


And  fcarce  to  th'  Angel  iuter'dlt  thus  thy  plaint : 

O  vifions  lll  forefeen!   Better  had  I 
Liv'd  ignorant  of  future  !  fo  had  born 
My  part  of  evil  only,  each  day's  lot 
Enough  to  bear:   thofe  now,  that  were  difpens'd 
The  burden  of  many  ages,  on  me  light 
At  once,  by  my  fore-knowledge;  gaining  birth 
Abortive  to  torment  me  e'er  their  being, 
With  thought  that  they  muft  be.   Let  no  man  feek 
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Exploret  ftudiis ;  mala  nam  ventura  necefle  eft  : 
Nec  poterit  pravifa  evadere  ;  nec  minus  ipfa 
Torquebunt,  quam  fi  exacto  jam  tempore  adeflent. 
Ifta  abiit  fed  cura :  hominum  mihi  voce  monendum 
Quem  tandem  inveniam  ?  raros,  fuperefle  ruinas 
Queis  licitum,  abfumet  rabies  famis  afpra  dolorque, 
Undarum  miferanda  inter  deferta  vagantes. 
Speraram,  fimul  horrifoni  violentia  ferri 
Billorumque  furor  requieverat,  omnia  laste 
Terrarum  cefiiira  plagis ;  pacifque  beatas 
Otia,  perpetuaeque  habituros  dona  fenec"tee 
Mortales :  fed  enim  veri  mens  vana  fefellit. 
Pax  nocet  ipfa ;  luemque  effundens  undique,   diras 
Exsequat  belli  clades.   Quo  talia  pacto 
Eveniunt,  Dux,  ede  mihi,  coeleftis ;  &  iftic 
An  ruatomne  hominum  genus,  &  ftirps  occidat  omnis? 
Dux  contra :  quos  jam  gazis  refonifque  triumphis 


Henceforth  to  be  foretold,  what  (hall  befall 
Him  or  his  children  :  evil  he  may  be  fure : 
Which  neither  his  foreknowing  can  prevent; 
And  he  the  future  evil  fhall  no  lefs 
In  apprehenfion,  than  in  fubftance  feel ; 
Grievous  to  bear  !   But  that  care  now  is  paft ; 
Man  is  not  whom  to  warn:  thofe  few  efcap'd, 
Famin  and  anguilh  will  at  laft  confume, 
WandVing  that  wat'ry  defert.      I  had  hope, 
When  violence  was  ceas'd,  and  war  on  earth, 


All  would  have  then  gone  well ;    peace   would 

have  crown'd 
With  length  of  happy  days  the  race  of  man. 
But  I  was  far  deceiv'd !    for  now  I  fee 
Peace  to  corrupt  no  lefs,  than  war  to  wafte. 
How  comes  it  thus  ?   Unfold,  cceleftial  guide  ! 
And  whether  here  the  race  of  man  will  end. 
To  whom  thus  Mkhatl :  Thofe  whom  laft  thou 

faw'ft 
In  triumph,  and  luxurious  weajth,  are  they 

Laetantes 
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Laetantcs  mirarc,  infigni  laudc  vidcbas 
Bcllorum  haudpridem  tumidos,  animifquc  fupcrbos 
Fortibus :  at  verae  deerant  virtutis  honores. 
Hi  devaftatis,  cum  caxie  &  fanguine,  late 
Gentibus,  illuftres  titulos  ac  nomina  iama 
Sortiti  egregia,  exuviifque  ingentibus  au6ti, 
Turpia  mutato  labentur  in  otia  curfu, 
Defidiam,  &  plumas,  mollefque  libidinis  artes ; 
Hinc  dominata  impune  fuperbia  ducet  ab  ipfis 
Praelia  amicitiis,  &  pacis  fcedera  rumpet. 
Quinetiam  bello  domiti,  &  juga  triftia  pafli, 
Exuerint  mores  cum  libertate,  Deique 
Solennes  cultus ;  pietas  quem  flectere  mendax 
Nefciit,  ut  duro  tegeret  certamine  pugnae, 
Praedantif-ve  minas  rabiemque  averteret  hoftis» 
Tum  ver6,   &  fpecie  poflta  pietatis  &  umbra, 
Effreni  afluefcent  luxu  variifque  natare 
Deliciis,  faturo  dederint  quas  corde  tyranni. 

Firft  feen  in  afts  of  prowefs  eminent,  Raife  out  of  friendfhip  hoilile  deeds  in  peace. 

And  great  exploits ;   but  of  true  virtue  void  :  The  conquer'd  alfo,   and  inflav'd  by  war, 

Who  having  fpil'd  much  blood,   and  done  much  Shall  with  their  freedom  loft,   all  virtue  lofe, 

waile,  And  fear  of  God ;  from  whom  their  piety  feign'd, 

Subduing  nations;  and  atchiev'd  thereby  In  (harp  conteft  of  battle  found  no  aid 

Fame  in  the  world,  high  titles,  and  rich  prey,  Againft  invaders  :  therefore  cool'd  in  zeal, 

ShaU  change  their  courfe  to  pleafure,  eafe,   and  Thence-forth  fhall  praftife  how  to  live  fecure, 

floth,  Worldly  or  diflblute  ;  on  what  their  lords 

Surfeit  and  luft ;    'till  wantonnefs  and  pride,  Shall  leave  them  to  enjoy  :  for  the  earth  fhall  bear 

K  k  2  Namque 
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Namque  finu  plus  terra  fatis  generabit ;  ut  inde 
Spectetur,  Ci  fas  poflint  fervare  modumque. 
Ergo  omnes  in  prava  ruent  audentius,  omnes 
Degeneres;   fidei  obliti,  jurifque,  modique; 
Dum  tandem  fefc,  rerum  in  caligine  tanta, 
Filius  extulerit  lucis,  qui  fblus  iniquis 
Moribus,  illecebrifque  obnitier  ufque  nefandis 
Aufit,  &  irato  impavidum  fe  opponere  mundo. 
Major  et  opprobriis  pariter  rabieque,  feveris 
Facta  palam  inceffet  didis ;  deinde  sequus  honefti 
Monftrabit  callem,  qua  fe  via  certior,  alma 
Pace  nitens,  via  laeta,  aperit ;  poenafque  monebit 
Cordibus  indomitis,  meritumque  inftare  furorem. 
Irrifus  populo  redit.  At  pietatis  amantem 
Omnipotens,  unum  in  terris,    lasto  ore  tuetur. 
Hinc,  mandante  Deo,  molem  mirabilis  arcas, 
(Vidifti)  ingentem  ftatuet,  qua  feque  fuofque 
Incolumes  foveat  Pater,  eripiatque  tremendo 


More  than  enough,  that  temperance  may  be  try'd : 
So  all  (hall  turn  degen'rate,  all  deprav'd ; 
tuftice  and  temperance,  truth  and  faith  forgot ; 
One  man  except,  the  only  fon  of  light 
In  a  dark  age,  againft  example  good, 
Againft  allurement,  cuftom,  and  a  world 
OfFended  :  fearlefs  of  reproach,  and  fcorn, 
Or  violence,  he  of  their  wicked  ways 


Shall  them  admonifh ;  and  before  them  fet 
The  paths  of  righteoufnefs,  how  much  more  fafe, 
And  full  of  peace ;   denouncing  wrath  to  come 
On  their  impenitence  ;   and  fhall  return 
Of  them  derided.      But  of  God  obferv'd, 
The  one  juft  man  alive,  by  his  command 
Shall  build  a  wondrous  ark,  as  thou  beheldft, 
To  fave  himfelf  and  houfhold  from  amidft 

Rerum 
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Rcrum  c  naufragio,  &  mundi  impcndcntc  ruina. 

Aft  ubi  jam  Scnior  navcm,  &  confccndcrit  una 

Lecta  hominum  ac  pccudum  manus,  &  quaecunquc  animantum 

Gens  vita  fruitura  fupcrftitc,  claufa  benignis 

Tutius  hofpitiis ;   fimul  aetheris  undique  vafti 

Pandentur  cataractas,  effufifque  imbribus  atris, 

Nocte  dieque,  ruent  terras :   ruptifque  profundi 

Fontibus,  in  dorfum  occanus  fublime  tumefcet 

Spumeus,  aeriofque  invadet  vortice  montes. 

Ipfe  fua  mons  hic  Paradiii  e  fede  feretur 

Undarum  vi  divulfus,   fluviique  furore 

Cornigeri,  volventis  opes  &  amcena  vireta 

Et  nemorum  decus  omne,  ufque  alti  in  gurgitis  ora  : 

Rurfus  ibi  infixis  radicibus  infula  fiet 

Immanis,  fale  fceta,  horrens,  ingloria  fedes 

Phocarum,  orcarumque,  &  clangentum  fulicarum» 

His  fefe  Omnipotens  fanctos  teftatur  honores 

Haud  ulli  impreftifle  loco,  ni  cafta  hominum  gens 


A  world  devote  to  univerfal  vvreck. 
No  fooner  he,  with  them  of  man  and  beaft, 
Seleft  for  life,  fhall  in  the  ark  be  lodg'd, 
And  ihelter'd  round;   but  all  the  catarafts 
Of  heav'n  fet  open,  on  the  earth  fhall  pour 
Rain  day  andnight;  all  fountains  ofthedeep 
Broke  up,  fhall  heave  the  ocean  to  ufurp 
Beyond  all  bounds ;   'till  inundation  rife 
Above  the  higheft  hills.  Then  ftiall  this  mount 


Of  paradife,  by  might  of  waves,  be  mov'd" 
Out  of  his  place,  puftTd  by  the  horned  flood  ; 
With  all  his  verdure  fpoil'd,  and  trees  a-drift 
Down  the  great  river  to  the  opening  gulf, 
And  there  take  root ;    an  ifland  falt,  and  bare, 
The  haunt  of  feals  and  orcs,  and  fea-mews'  clang ; 
To  teach  thee  that  God  attributes  to  place 
No  fanftity,  if  none  be  thither  brought 
By  men  who  there  frequent,  or  therein  dwell. 

Mori- 
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Moribus  ornarit,  quafcunque  habitaverit,  oras. 
Quin  age,  nunc  oculis  hauri,  quae  deinde  fequuntur. 

Extulit  ille  oculos ;  navemque  in  gurgite  vidit 
Jam  decrefcenti :  toto  undique  nubila  coelo 
FugifTent,  borea  rigido  fpirante  repulfa  ; 
Qui  rugis  cava  diluvii  contraxerat  ora, 
Marcentis  veluti  fenio.  Cum  faeva  quierant 
Flamina,  jamque  lacu  placido  ftetit  aequor :  aquai 
Colluftrat  late  fpeculum  fol  lumine  claro 
Acre  tuens,  largofque  trahit  de  fludtibus  hauftus. 
At  k(e  fenfim  fubfidens  unda  retraxit 
Mollius,  in  gremium  lento  pede  lapfa  Profundi, 
Siftentis  rivos,  fimul  oftia  clauferat  aether. 
Arca  nec  ulterius  fluitat ;  jam  fixa  videri, 
Culmine  ceu  montis.   Montana  cacumina  tandem, 
Haud  fecus  ac  fcopuli,    apparent :  clamore  fonoro 
Inde  ruentem  aeftum  cedentia  ad  aequora  torquent 
Torrentes  longe  rapidi.  Tum  mifla.  carina 

And  now,  what  further  fhall  enfue,  behold.  From  ftanding  lake,  to  tripping  ebb;   that  ftole 

He  look'd,  and  faw  the  ark  hull  on  the  flood,  Withfoftfoottow^dsthedeepjwhonowhadftop^d 

Which  now  abated :  for  the  clouds  were  fled,  His  fluices,  as  the  heav'n  his  windows  fhut. 

Driv'n  by  a  keen  north-vvind,  that  blowing  dry,  The  ark  no  more  now  floats,  but  feems  on  ground, 

Wrinkled  the  face  of  deluge,  as  decay'd ;  Faft  on  the  top  of  fome  high  mountain  fix"d. 

And  the  clear  fun  on  his  wide  wat'ry  glafs  And  now  the  tops  of  hills,  as  rocks  ,  appear: 

Gaz'd  hot,  and  of  the  frelh  wave  largely  drew,  With  clamor  thence  the  rapid  currents  drive, 

As  after  thirft ;   which  made  their  flowing  ihrink  Tow'rds  the  retreating  fea,  their  furious  tide. 

Evolat 


LIBER    UNDECIMUS.  263 

Evolat  extcmplo  cornix-  quam  dcindc  fccuta 
Nuntia  ccrta  magis  vacuum  per  inanc  columba, 
Jam  fcmcl  atquc  iterum,  viridis  fi  fortc  cacumen 
Arboris  cxplorct,  tcrramve,  ubi  fiftere  detur. 
Ut  redit  illa  iterum,  frondem  felicis  oliva; 
Ore  refert,  laetae  jucunda  infignia  pacis. 
Arida  jam  prodit  tellus :   venerandus  ab  arca 
Defcendit  Senior,  late  comitum  ordine  denfo 
Stipante.      Ut  vero  palmafque  &  lumina  tendit 
Grata  pius  ccelo,  fupra  caput  aethere  nubem 
Rorantem  expandi,  mediaque  in  nube  tuetur 
Formofi  triplices  arcus  fplendere  colores, 
Teftatos  pacem  reducem,  &  nova  fcedera  cceli. 
Pe&ora  continuo,  dejeclus  nuper,  Adamus 
Exultat ;  laetifque  ita  gaudia  vocibus  effert : 

O,  rerum  qui  casca  aperis,  venturaque  longe 
Das  luftrare  oculis,  Interpres  maxime  cceli ! 
Haec  mihi  fufHciunt  animos  nova  Vifa  recentes ; 

Forthwith  from  out  the  ark  a  raven  flies,  Grateful  to  heav'n,   over  his  head  beholas 

And  after  him,  the  furer  mefTenger,  A  dewy  cloud,  and  in  the  cloud  a  bow 

A  dove,  fent  forth  once  and  again,  to  fpy  Confpicuous,  with  three  lifted  colors  gay, 
Green  tree  or  ground,  whereon  his  foot  may  light :      Betok'ning  peace  from  God,  and  covenant  new: 

The  fecond  time  returning,  in  his  bill  Whereat  the  heart  of  Adam,  erft  fo  fad, 

An  olive-leaf  he  brings,  pacific  fign  !  Greatly  rejoicM ;  and  thus  his  joy  broke  forth  : 
Anon  dry  ground  appears,  and  from  his  ark  O  thou,  who  future  things  canft  reprefent 

The  antient  fire  defcends  with  all  his  train  :  As  prefent,  heav'nly  inftruftor  !   I  revive 

Then  with  uplifted  hands,  and  eyes  devout,  At  thislaft  £ght;  aflur'd  thatman  fhall  live, 

Quse 
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Qux  fpondent  victurum  hominem,  atque  animantia  paflim 
Caetera,  manfurumque  extrema  in  faecula  femen. 
Ergo  licet  raptum  infandis  cum  gentibus  orbem 
ConfpexifTe  piget ;   laetor  magis,  effe  repertum 
Tam  fanctl  pietate  Virum,  rigidaeque  tenacem 
Juftitiae ;  quo  patre  novas  deducere  gentes 
Annuit  Omnipotens,  odiorum  oblitus  &  irae. 
At  quid  clara  velint  pi&as  difTufa  per  auras 
Lumina,  pacati  ceu  frons  radiata  Tonantis  ? 
An  limbo  rutilante  finus  intexta  coercent 
Roriferae  nubis;  ne  rupta  iterum  obruatundis 
Attonitas  terras? — Superum  cui  talia  Princeps : 
Haud  erras,  Adame  :  ultro  Deus  exuit  iras 
Manfuefcens ;  quem  prava  hominum  modo  faecla  creafle 
Pcenituit ;  doluitque,  ut  cceli  ex  arce  videret 
Omnia  terrarum  late  loca  fceta  rapinis, 
DegenerafYe  omnes,  fua  crimina  quemque  fecutos : 
His  tamen  expulfis,  unum  pietatis  amantem 

With  all  the  creatures,  and  thcir  feed  prefcrve.  The  fluid  fkirts  of  that  fame  wat'ry  cloud, 

Far  lefs  I  now  lament  for  one  whole  world  Left  it  again  diflblve,  and  lhow'rthe  earth? 

Of  wicked  fons  deftroy'd,  than  I  rejoice  Towhomth'Arch-angel:  Dext'rouflythouaim'ft: 

For  one  man  found  fo  perfed,  and  fo  juft,  So  willingly  doth  God  remit  his  ire, 

That  God  vouchfafes  to  raife  another  world  Tho'  late  repenting  him  of  man  deprav'd; 

From  hini,  and  all  his  anger  to  forget.  Griev'd  at  his  heart,  when  looking  down  he  faw 

But  fay,what  meanthofe  color'd  ftreaks  in  heav'n,  Thewhole  eaith  fill'd  with  violence;  and  all  flefli 

Diftended,  as  the  brow  of  God  appeas'd  ?  Coirupting  each  their  way:  yet  thofe  remov'd, 

Or,  ferve  they,   as  a  flow'ry  verge,  to  bind  Such  grace  fhall  one  juft  man  find  in  his  fight, 

Corde 
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Corde  virum  toto  interius  fovct :  illius  crgo, 

Ultrices  pofuit  furias,  generique  pepercit ; 

Foedere  pollicitus  fando,  fe  diluvii  vi 

Non  ruiturum  iterum  tcrras,  non  aequora  metas 

PafTurum  fupcrare  datas,  pluviafvc  per  orbem 

GrafTari,  atque  hominum  pecudumquc  exfcindere  gentcs : 

At  nubem  quoties  tcrris  induxerit,  una. 

Induclurum  arcus  fpeciem  triplicefque  colores, 

iEternum  ut  memori  recolat  fub  peclore  fcedus. 

Hinc  no&is  lucifque  vices,  et  certa  ferendi 

Tempeftas,  mefTifque,  calor,  canaeque  pruinae, 

Confuetos  peragent  curfus ;  incendia  mundum 

Dum  luftrent,  ccelumque  recens  tellufque  favilla 

Emergant,  fedes  patriae,  &  loca  laeta  piorum. 

That  he  relents,  not  to  blot  out  mankind  ;  His  triple-color'd  bow,  whereon  to  look, 

And  makes  a  covenant  never  to  deflroy  And  call  to  mind  his  covenant:  day  and  night, 

The  earth«gain  by  flood;  nor  let  the  fea  Seed-time,  and  harveft,  heat,  and  hoary  froft, 

Surpafs  his  bounds ;   nor  rain  to  drown  the  world,  Shall  hold  their  courfe ;  'till  fire  purge  all  things 
With  man  therein,  or  beaft :  but  when  he  brings  new, 

Over  the  earth  a  cloud,  will  therein  fet  Both heavn and  earth.wherein the  juft  fhall  dwell. 


Finis  Libri  Undecimi. 
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PARADISUS  AMISSUS. 

LIBER  DUODECIMUS. 

OU  A  L I S,  iter  celeret  quanquam,  jam  luce  Viator 
Conftiterit  paulum  media :  fic  Nuntius  ales 
Mundi  inter  cladem  everfi,  nafcentis  &  ortum, 
Conftitit ;  hic  {iquid  fors  quaerere  vellet  Adamus : 
Inde  iterat  fuavem  setherea  fic  voce  loquelam  : 

Scilicet  unius  vidifti  exordia  mundi, 
Atque  obitus ;  hominemque  alia  ceu  ftirpe  renatum. 
Multa  manent :  tibi  fed  vifus  languefcere  cerno 
Invalidos ;  etenim  astherea  Cceleftia  luce 
Prajftringunt  aciem  humanam :  quse  deinde  fuperfunt, 
Ore  tibi  referam,  di&ifque  (adverte)  docebo. 
Ha3C  nova  gens  hominum,  numero  jam  rara,  recentis 

PARADISE    LOST. 

B  o  o  k.  XII. 

AS  one  whoin  his  journey  bates  at  noon,  And  man,  as  frora  a  fecond  ftock,  proceed. 

Tho'  bent  on  fpeed:     fo  here  th'  Arch-  Much  thoa  haft  yet  to  feej  but  I  perceive 

Angel  paus'd,  Thy  mortal  fight  to  fail :  Objefts  divine 

Betwixt  the  world  deftroy'd,  and  world  reftor'd ;  Muft  needs  inipair,  and  weary  human  fenfe. 

If  Adam  ought  perhaps  might  interpofe :  Henceforth  what  is  to  come  I  will  relate  : 

Then  with  tranfition  fweet  new  fpeech  refumes:  Thou  therefore  give  due  audience,  and  attend. 
Thus  thou  haft  feen  one  world  begin  and  end ;  This  fecond  fource  of  men,  while  yet  but  few, 

Vindi&ae 
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Vindiclac  attonitis  dum  mentibus  incubat  horror, 
Refpicicnt  mandata  Dci,  ncc  tramitc  vero 
Longius  abfcedent :     densa  mox  prole  beati, 
Profcindent  terram,  laitafque  uberrima  mefles 
Vina  ferent,  fcgetcmque,  &  munera  pinguis  olivi. 
Tum  grege  de  tenero  armentifque   nitentibus,  agno 
Lactenti,  aut  hasdo  facient ;  pulcramve  juvencam 
Madlabunt  mcmores  ;  pateris  libamina  larga 
DifFundent,  dapibufque  facris  innoxia  ducent 
Gaudia.    Sic  longa  potientur  pace,  tributim 
Divifi,  &  domibus  variis ;  fauftifque  fuorum 
Quaeque  domus  Patrum  imperiis  laetabitur  ultro. 
Dum   veniat  tumido  inflatus  praecordia  faftu, 
Qui  fortem  indignans  aequam,  &  focialia  jura, 
Ardebit  fratres  fceptro  premere  unus  iniquo. 
Tum  leges  placidas  naturae,  &  dulcia  pacis 
Foedera,  diffolvet  terris;   venatibus  idem 
AfTiduis,  hominum  gentes,  non  faecla  ferarum, 

And  whUethe  dread  of  judgment  paft  remains  Long  time  in  peace,  by  families  and  tribes, 

Frefti  in  their  minds,   fearing  the  Deity,  Under  paternal  rule :  'tdll  one  fhall  rife 

With  fome  regard  to  what  is  juil  and  right  Of  proud  ambitious  heart;  who  not  content 

Shall  lead  their  lives,   and  multiply  apace ;  With  fair  equality,  fraternal  ftate, 

Lab'ring  the  foil,  and  reaping  plenteous  crop,  Will  arrogate  dominion  undeferv'd 

Corn,  wine,  and  oil :  and  from  the  herd  or  flock,  Over  his  brethren,  and  quite  difpoflefs 

Oft  facrificing  bullock,  lamb,  or  kid,  Concord,   and  law  of  nature  from  the  earth; 

With  large  wine-ofFerings  pour'd,  and  facred  feaft,  Hunting,  and  men,  not  beafts,  fhall  be  his  game, 

Shall  fpend  their  days  injoy  unblanTd;  anddwell  With  war,  and  hoftile  fnare,  fuchas  refufe 

L  1  2  Acer 
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Acer  aget,  laqueifque  ferox  armifque  laceflet, 
Qui  tolerare  jugum,  &  fraenis  parere  recufent. 
Audiet  inde  potens  Venator,  Numine  coram ; 
Ceu,  coelum  impavidus  qui  temneret ;  aut  fibi  tradi 
Ccelitus  imperii  ja&aret  fceptra  fecundi : 
Arguet  ille  alios  fraudum  faftufque  rebellis, 
At  meritum  trahet  ipfe  rebelli  a  pe&ore  nomen. 
Deinde,  ducem  vanum  vana  ftipante  caterva, 
Quos  eadem  accendet  dominandi  facra  libido, 
Edeni  de  fede  viam  molitus  ad  oras 
Hefperias,  campum  inveniet,  qua  tetra  vorago 
Vorticibus  piceis  liquidoque  bitumine  late 
iEftuat  exundans,  faucefque  imitatur  averni. 
Hac  fibi  materie  artifices  teftifque  recoctis 
Urbis  praecelfae  molem,  &  faftigia  turris 
Ardua  deftgnant,  quae  vertice  fidera  pulfet ; 
His  famam  aggrefli  coeptis,  ne  didita  late 
Sparfaque  per  varias  abolefcant  nomina  terras, 


Subjeflion  to  his  empire  tyrannous. 
A  mighty  Hunter  thence  he  ftiall  be  ftyl'd 
Before  the  Lord;   as  in  defpite  of  heav'n, 
Or  from  heav'n  claiming  fecond  fovVeignty  : 
And  from  rebellion  fhall  derive  his  name, 
Though  of  rebellion  others  he  accufe. 
He  with  a  crew,  whom  like  ambition  joiru 
With  bim,  or  under  him  to  tyrannize, 


Marching  from  EJen  tow*rds  the  weft  fhall  find 
The  plain,  wherein  a  black  bituminous  gurge- 
Boils  out  from  under  ground,  the  mouth  of  hell. 
Of  brick,  and  of  that  ftufF,  they  caft  to  build 
A  city  and  tow"r,  whofe  top  may  reach  to  heav'n  j. 
And  get  themfelves  a  name :  left  far  difpers'd 
In  foreign  lands,  their  memory  be  loft ; 
Regatdlefs,  whether  good  or  evil  fame. 

Securi,, 
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Sccuri,  qucm  facla  fcrant  mcmoranda  colorcm. 
At  Pater  omnipotens,  (folio  qui  faepc  rcli&o 
Invifit  gentem  humanam,   nebulifquc  volutus 
Ob(crvat  ftudia  8c  mores)  hos  aethere  ab  alto 
Defpeclat ;  celeriquc  fuga  defcrtur  ad  urbem, 
Ante  poli  aflriferis  quam  turribus  jemula  furgat. 
Tum  trepidos  rerum  irridens,  oblivia  linguac 
Induxit  patriae,  populoque  immiiit  hianti 
Confufos  vario  ore  fonos,  8c  non  fua  verba. 
Mira  repugnantum  inter  fe  difcordia  vocum 
Undique  conferitur :  ftrepitantque  fremuntque  viciilim 
Artilices  rauci ;  incertoque  errore  remiftis 
Nequicquam  attonitas  feriunt  clamoribus  aures, 
Deinde  per  aethereas  ingens  exorta  cohortes 
Laetitia,  ut  fremitum  infanum  rabidofque  fonores 
Acciperent :  pendent  opera,   horrendumque  minatur 
Turris,  ab  informi  nomen  fortita  tumultu. 
Tum  patrias  effervens  aeftu  pietatis  Adamus : 


But  God,  -who  oft  defcends  to  vifit  men 
Unfeen,  and  through  their  habitations  walks 
To  mark  their  doings,  them  beholding  foon, 
Comes  down  to  fee  their  city,  e'er  the  tow"r 
ObftraA  heav'n-tow'rs ;  and  in  derifion  fets 
Upon  their  tongues  a  various  fpirit,  to  rafe 
Quite  out  their  native  language  :  and  inftead, 
To  fow  a  jangling  noife  of  words  unknown. 


Forthwith  a  hideous  gabble  rifes  loud 
Among  the  builders :  each  to  other  calls 
Not  underftood  ;  'till  hoarfe,  and  all  in  rage, 
As  mock"d  they  ftorm :  great  laughter  was  in  heav'rr, 
And  looking  down,  to  fee  the  hubbub  llrange, 
And  hear  the  din :  thus  wai  the  building  lefc 
Ridiculous ;  and  the  work  confufion  nam'd. 
Wheretothus  Adam,   fatherly  difpleas'd: 

Heu 
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Heu  Natum  immanem !  qui  fub  juga  mittere  fratres 
Audeat,  imperiique  aliena  capeflere  jura, 
Quae  Deus  haud  homini  tribuit:  pifcefque,  volucrefque, 
Et  pecudes,  noflris  penitus  genus  omne  remifit 
Arbitriis;  homini  humanas  compefcere  gentes 
Non  dedit :  hunc  uni  proprium  fibi  fervat  honorem. 
At  diri  ambitio  nondum  exfaturata  Tyranni 
Aggrediturque  Deum,  &  turres  molitur  in  aftra ; 
Demens !  nec  recolit,  vidlus-ne  paretur  in  oris 
JEthereis,  quo  fe  temerariaque  agmina  pafcat ; 
Aut  queis  infinuans  ftimu!i?,  fuper  ardua  coeli 
Nubila,  difcruciet  mifere  fubtilior  aer 
Peclora  anhela  virum,  nec  refpirare  valentum. 

Olli  ccelicolum  Princeps :  ardentibus  iris 
Hunc  merito  infequeris  Natum,  qui  pace  potitas 
Turbavit  gentes,  libertatemque  repreffit 
Ingenuam.     At  tibi  cum  lapfo  puriflima  caflae 
Excidit  integritas  vitae,  fimul  alma  receflit 

O  exccrable  fon  !   fo  to  afp're  Stays  not  on  man:   to  God  his  tow'r  intends 

Above  his  brethren ;  to  himfelf  afluming  Siege  and  deiiance.  V/retched  man  !  what  food 

Authority  ufurp'd,  from  God  not  giv'n.  Will  he  convey  up  thither,   to  fuftain 

He  gave  us  only  over  beaft,  fifh,  fowl  Himfelf,  and  his  rafh  army ;  where  thin  air 

Dominion  abfolute ;  that  right  we  hold  Above  the  clouds  will  pine  his  entrails  grofs ; 

By  his  donation  :    but  man  over  men  And  famifti  him  of  breath,   if  not  of  bread? 
He  made  not  lord :  fuch  title  to  himfelf  To  whom  tbus  Mickael:  Juftly  thou  abhorr'ft 

Referving,  human  left  fromhuman  free.  That  fon,  who  on  the  quiet  ftate  of  men 

£uf  this  Ufurper  his  encroachment  proud  Such  trouble  brought,  affefting  to  fubdue 

Libertas ; 
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Libeitas  ;    qua?,  fida  foror  rationis,   cofdcm 
Natalcs  rccolitquc  mcmor,  paritcrquc  moratur. 
Quum  tcncbris  ■  prcmitur  ratio,  lcu  mcntisab  arcc 
Dcjicitur,  folium  imperiofi  pectoris  asftus 
Invadunt,  hominemque  trahunt  in  vincula,  dudum 
Immunem.      Quod  fi  intus  homo  fcfe  ipfe  regendum 
Indignis  dedcrit  fceptris,  tum  numinc  jufto 
Regibus  extemis  fubdit  Deus.    Ergo  nccefle  eft 
Indomitam  terris  faevire  tyrannida ;   at  ipfis 
Haud  venias  idcirco  fpecies  datur  ulla  tyrannis» 
At  gentes,   late  virtutis  callibus  (ipfa 
Qiiae  ratio  eft)  tanto  vitiorum  errore  recedent 
Saspius  abreptae,  peregrina  ut  jura  fubire 
Cogantur  merito :  miferis  ea  debita  merces 
Criminibus.    Teftis  foboles  Patris  impia  clari, 
Qui  navem  extruxit :   lsefi  genitoris  ab  ore 
Vota  trahit  mifera  in  feros  mittenda  nepotes 
Infelix,    famulis  juiTus  famularier  ipiis. 

Rational  liberty  :   yet  know  withal,  Within  himietf  unworthy  pow're  to  roi^n 

Since  by  original  lapfe  true  liberty  Over  free  reafon  j  God,  in  judgment  jult, 

Is  loft,  which  always  with  right  reafon  dwells  Subjefts  it  from  without  toviolent  lords: 

Twinn"d,   and  from  her  hath  no  dividual  being,  Who  oft  as  undeferredlv  inthrall 

Reafon  in  man  obfcur'd,  or  not  obey'd,  His  outward  freedom.     Tyranny  muft  be  ; 

Immediately  inordinate  defires,  Though  to  the  tyrant  thereby  no  excufe. 

And  upftart  paffions,  catch  the  government  Yet  fometimes  nations  will  decline  fo  low 

From  reafon ;  and  to  fervitude  reduce  From  virtue,  which  is  reafon,  that  no  wrong, 

Man,  'till  then  free.    Therefore  fince  he  permits  But  juftice,  and  fome  fatnl  curfe  annex'd, 

Sic 
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Sic  novus,  antiqui  relegens  veftigia  mundi, 
Quotidie  ruet  in  pejus :  laffatus  acervis 
Tot  fcelerum,  retrahet  tandem  fua  Conditor  ora, 
Avertetque  oculos  fanctos ;  penitufque  rebelles 
Deferet  infano  volvendas  gurgite  gentes." 
Interea  ex  aliis  populum  iibi  feliget,  unum 
Quem  foveat ;  populum,    venturum  unius  honefta 
Stirpe  Viri,  memorent  fldei  quem  fasc'la  tenacem : 
At  citra  Euphratem  patrio  jam  more  nefandos 
Ipfe  colit  ritus,  &  facra  indigna  fatetur. 
O  mentes  hominum  caecas !  num  credere  fas  eft, 
Ut,  Pater  zetherea  fuperans  dum  vefcitur  aura 
Diluvii  ereptus  funefto  e  gurgite,  numen 
Immortale  Dei  fpernant,  fabricataque  dextris 
Saxa  fuis,  truncofque  pio  dignentur  honore  ? 
Hunc  tamen  Omnipotens  per  fomnia  blanda  monebit 
Cognatoique,  domumque,  ac  vana  relinquere  facra, 


Deprives  them  of  their  outward  liberty, 
Their  inward  loft :  witnefs  th'  irreverent  fon 
Of  him  who  built  the  ark ;  who  for  the  fhame 
Done  to  his  father,  heard  his  heavy  curfe, 
"  Servant  of  fervants,  on  his  vitious  race. 
Thus  will  the  latter,   as  the  former  world, 
Still  tend  from  bad  to  worfe;  till  God  at  laft, 
Wearied  with  their  iniquities,  withdraw 
His  prefence  from  among  them,  and  avert 
His  holy  eyes ;  refolving  from  thenceforth 
To  leave  them  to  thek  own  polluted  ways : 


And  one  peculiar  nation  to  feleft 

From  all  the  reft,  of  whom  to  be  invok'd  ; 

A  nation  from  one  faithful  man  to  fpriDg". 

Him,  on  this  fide  Eupbrates  yet  refiding, 

Bred  up  in  idol-worfhip.     O  that  men, 

Canft  thou  believe  ?  fhould  be  fo  ftupid  growa, 

While  yetthePatriarch  liv'd,who  fcap'd  theflood, 

As  to  forfake  the  living  God,   and  fall 

To  worfhip  their  own  work  in  wood  and  ftone, 

For  gods !  yet  him  God  the  moft  High  vouchfafes 

Et 
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Et  petere  externas,  quas  ipfc  oftcnderit,  oras : 
Pollicitus,   lajto  illius  dc  fanguinc  gcntcni 
MifTurum;  quae,  cura  Dei,  cumulata  fupremis 
Muncribus,  terras  longe  latcque  bcarit. 
Aufcultat  monitis,  fcquiturque;  atque  infcius,  oras 
Quas  petit,  egreditur  fidcns :  quam  pe&ore  certo 
Egreditur,  datur  en!  liquida  mihi  luce  tueri, 
Cognatofquc  domumque,  deos  finefque  rclinquens 
Chaldaicos ;  tendit  jam  per  vada  ccerula  Carras : 
Innumerique  greges  balantum,  armentaque  longis 
Ordinibus,  comitumque  cohors  onerofa  fequuntur  : 
Errat  dives  opum;  fecum  effert  cun&a,  vocanti 
Ufque  Deo  credens,  ignotaque  littora  quaerit. 
Littora  jam  Cananasa  tenet;  tentoria  cerno 
Ad  Sicharis  muros  flgi,  Moreaeque  propinqua 
Planitie:  foboli  exaudit  promhTa  futura 
Ruris  ibi  fpatia  ampla;  Hamathi  borealis  aboris 
Ufque  in  tefqua  Arabum,   longe  porrecla  fub  auflros : 

To  call  by  vifion,  from  his  father's  houfe,  Ur  of  Chaldtta,   paffing  novv  the  ford 

His  kindred,  and  falfe  gods;  into  a  land  To  Haran:   afterhim  a  cumb'rous  train 

VVhichhe  will  fhewhim:   andfrom  him  will  raife  Of  herds  and  flocks,  and  numerous  fervitude  -. 

A  mighty  nation;  and  upon  him  (how'r  Not  wand'ring  poor,  but  trufting  all  his  wealth 

His  benedi&ion  fo,  that  in  his  feed  With  God,  who  call'd  him,    in  a  land  unknown. 

All  nations  lhall  be  bleil:  he  fbrait  obeys;  Canaanhe  nowattains;  I  fee  his  tents 

Not  knowing  to  what  land,  yet  firm  believes.  PitchM  about  Sichem,  and  the  neighb'ring  plain 

I  fee  him,  but  thou  canft  not,  with  what  faith  Of  Mareh.    There  by  promife  he  receives 

He  leaves  his  gods.  his  friends,  and  nativc  foil  Gift  to  his  prcgeny  of  all  that  land ; 

Vol.  II.  M  m  (Hxc 
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(Haec  tum  nomina  eruntj  nunc  funt  fine  nomine  terne) 
Hefperios  deinde  ad  fluctus,  Hermonis  eoi 
A  metis :  hinc  kfe  oculis  tibi  porrigit  Hermon ; 
Ulinc,  hefperii  fluctus :   mons  littore  furgit 
Carmelus,  gemino  erumpunt  qua  flumina  fonte 
Jordanis,  datus  aurorae  jam  limes  ad  oras. 
Atqui  progenies  fundet  Sirionis  adufque 
Se  juga  continuis  adeo  exfpatiantia  clivis. 
En  (memor  recolas,)  lastabitur  Ipfius  alto 
Semine  gens  diffufa.  homihum  :  quo  fcilicet  ingens 
Jam  tibi  monftratur  Vmdex,  qui  colla  colubri 
Conteret:  ifta  olim  interius  penetrare  iicebit. 
At  Genitor  felix  (volvenda  hunc  faecla  fidelem 
Abramum  dicent)  ex  fe  natum  atque  nepotem 
Demittit,  fancti  veftigia  clara  parentis 
Confilioque,  fideque  pari,  famaque  fecutos. 
Prole  Nepos  bifTena  auct.us  Cananaea  relinquit 
Littora  ;  telluremque  novam,   (Memphitica  quondam 

From  Hamatb  northward,  to  the  defert  fouth  ;  Shall  in  his  feed  be  bleffed  :  by  that  feqd 

(Things  by  their  names  I  call,  tho'  yet  un-nam'd)  Is  meant  thy  great  Deliverer,  who  fhall  bruife 

From  Hirmcu  eaft,  to  the  great  weftern  fea;  The  ferpent's  head  ;  whereo/to  thee  anon 

Mountifo-TOwj/  yonderfea!  eaeh  place  behold  Plainlier  ihall  be  reveaTd.     This  Patriarch  bleit, 

In  profpett,  as  I  point  them;  on  the  thore  Whom  faithful  AbrabamAw  time  fhall  call, 

Mount  Carmel;  here  the  double-founted  ftream,  A  fon,  and  of  his  fon  a  grand-child  leaves; 

Jordan,  true  limit  eaftward:  but  his  fons  L.ke  him  in  faith,  in  wifdom,  and  renown. 

Shall  dwell  to  Seir,  that  long  ridge  of  hills.  The  Grand-child,  with  twelve  fons  increas'd,  de- 
Thia  ponder,  that  all  nations  of  the  earth.  parts 

Audiet) 
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Audict)  attingit ;  Nili  quam  iiitcrluct  unda. 
En  ubi  fc  Nilus  feptcna  pcr  oftia  volvit 
In  mare  proecipitans.    Has  terras  devenit  hofpes, 
Dum  grafTata  fames,  NatO  pofcente  minori ; 
Nato,   cui  virtus  memorandaque  facla  fecundos 
Sorte  dabit  merita,  terris  Pharaonis,  honores. 
Occumbit  Genitor :  crefcunt  numerofa  propago 
In  populum,   regifque  cient  odia  afp'ra  fequentis. 
Ergo  luxuriem  ftatuens  compefcere  prolis, 
Polluit  hofpitii  leges,  fervilia  penfa 
Imperat,  infantum  dat  mafcula  corpora  leto. 
Tum  fratres  mittit  geminos,  Arona  Moyfemque, 
Omnipotens,  leche  folvant  qui  vincula  genti, 
Abrumpantquejugum,  &  palma  egregirfque  potitos 
Exuviis,  referant  promiiTae  in  littora  terne. 
At  domitanda  prius  duri  corda  afp'ra  tyranni, 
Spernet  enim  mandata,  facrumque  agnofcere  numen 


From  Canadn,  to  a  land  hereafter  calrd 

Egyft,  divided  by  the  river  Nile : 

See  where  it  flows,  difgorging  at  feven  mouths 

lnto  the  fea  !    to  fojourn  in  that  land 

He  comes,  invited  by  a  younger  fon 

In  time  of  dearth :    a  fon,  whofe  worthy  deeds 

Raife  him  to  be  the  fecond  in  that  realm 

Of  Pbaraoh:  there  he  dies,  and  leaves  his  race 

Growing  into  a  nation :   and  now  grown 

Sufpected  to  a  fequent  king,   who  feeks 


To  ftop  their  over-growth,    as  •inmate  guefts 
Too  numerous :  whence  of  guefts  he  makes  them 

flaves 
Inhofpitably;  and  kills  their  infant  males  ; " 
'Till  by  two  brethren,  (thofe  tu-o  brethren  caU 
Mofes  and  Aaron)   fentfrom  God  to  claim 
His  people  from  inthralment,  tbey  return 
With  glory,  and  fpoil,  back  to  their  promistf  land, 
But  firft  the  lawlefs  tyrant,  who  denies 
To  know  their  God,  or  meffage  to  regard, 

M  m  2  Refpuet. 
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Refpuet.    Hinc  mirata  fuos  vaga  flumina  rivos 

Gurgite  fanguineo  undabunt:  quin  plurima  fervens  -  • 

Fceda  pediclorum  illuvies,   ranaeque  frequentes, 

Mufcarumque  invifas  acies,  in  regia  volgo 

Tecla  ruent,  tetrifque  invadent  peftibus  oras. 

Dira  lues  pecora  abfumet ;  populique,  ducifque 

Per  rigidos  artus,  diftentaque  corpora,  paflim 

Ulcera  &  ardentes  papulze  line  more  tumefcent. 

Tum  Peluftacum  kcerabit  concita  coelum 

Cum  tonitru  horribili  grando,  cum  grandine  flamma? ; 

Turbine  humum  verrent,  furiifque  voracibus  agros 

Corripient :  qua  parcet  hyems,  examine  faevo 

Denfa  locuftarum  nubes  populabitur  herbam, 

Et  folia,  frugefque,    &  quod  viret  undique  campis. 

Dein  tenebrae,  craiTae  tenebra,  in  folidumque  coa<Stoe, 

Delebunt  ternos  picea  caligine  foles. 

Per  Pharias  tandem  terras,  fub  nocle  filenti, 

Primitias  uterorum  omnes  inopina  ruet  mors» 

Muft  be  compeird  by  figns,   and  judgments  dire :  And wheel  on  th'  earth,  devouring  where  it  rolls : 

To  blood  un-fhed  the  rivers  muft  be  turnd ;  What  it  devours  not,  herb,  or  fruit, or  grain, 

Frogs,  lice,  and  flies,  mult  all  his  palace  filL  A  darkfom  cloud  of  locuits  fwarming  down 

With  loath"d  intruflon,  andiJiaUshe  land  t  Muil  eat,  and  on  the  ground  leave  nothing  green  : 

His  cattle  muft  of  rot,  andmurrain,  die;  Darknefs  muft  ovex-fhadow  all  his  bounds, 

Bat#fa.es  arxUblains  muft  all  his  flefh  imbofs  Palpable  darknefs !  and  blot  out  three  days : 

^Aod  ail  his  people;  thunder  mix'd  with  haih  Laft,  with  one  midnight-ftroke,  all  the  firft-born 

Had  mUd  with,  fire  muft  rend. th'  JE&ftlan. fky>  Of  Egypt  rnuft  lie  dead.  Thus  with ten wounds 

At 
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Sic  dcnis  Draco  Niliacus  confolTus  acerbis 
Vulneribus  ccdit  dcmum  ;  domitufquc,   fcroccm 
Saepe  animum  cmollit,   vcniamque  indulgct  eundi; 
Sed  revocat  toties  faftus :  velut  igne  foluta 
Durefcitquc  itcrum  glacies,  geminatque  rigorem. 
Infcquitur,   modo  quos  dimifcrat ;  indc  profundo 
Ipfum  una,  comitefque,  avidus  vorat  aequore  gurges» 
At  ficca  Ifacidae  medium  per  flumen  arena 
Incedunt :  etenim,  virga  mandante  Moyfis 
Emicat  in  vitreos  hinc  atque  hinc  ardua  muros 
Unda  pavens,  dum  lecta  cohors  fe  in  littore  fiftat. 
Tanta  fuo  Omnipotens  afflabit  numina  vati. 
Quin  Deus  ipfe  aderit,  radiantis  imagine  formae ; 
Nube  fedens  curfum  reget,  ignivomaque  columna  ; 
Nube,  manente  die ;  redeunti  nocle,  columna. 
Jamquepraeit;  claudit  jamterga,  inftante  tyranno: 
Nocte  furens  tota.  premet  acrius ;  uique  prementem 

■ 

The  river-dragon  tam'd  at  length,   fubmits  Divided,  'till  his  Refcu'd  gain  their  fhorfr: 

To  let  his  fojournen*  depart  j  and  oft  Such  wond'rous  pow'r  God  to  his  faint  will  lcnd'* 

HumWes  his  ftubborn  heart :   but  ftill,  as  ice  Though  prefent  in  his  angel !  who  fhall  go 

More  harden'd  after  thaw  :  'tiil  in  his  rage  Before  them  in  a  cloud,   and  pillar  of  firc  ^ 

Purfuing  whom  he  late  difmif^d,  the  fea  By  day  a  cloud,  by  night  a  pillar  of  fire; 
Swallows  him  with  his  hoft ;   but  them  lets  pafs,      Tb  guide  them  in  their  journey,  and  remove:. 

As  on  dry  land,  between  two  chryftal  walls ;  Behind  them,  while  th'  obdurate  king  purfuej» 

Aw'd  by  the  lod  of  Mofes  fo  to  ftand  AIL  night  he  will  purfue  -,  but  his  approach. 

Defenifent 
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Defendent  mediae  tenebrse,  dum  illuxerit  Eos. 
Tum  facrum  Deus  e  nebula  ignivomaque  columna 
Exeret  os,  fubitifque  ruet  terroribus  agmen, 
Bigarumque  rotas  franget:  novajufla  Moyfes 
Accipit,  &  dominantem  alte  fuper  sequora  ponti 
Extenditvirgam:  virgae  trepida  aequora  parent; 
Praecipites  revolant  flu&us,  tumidifque  fub  undis 
Diredtamque  aciem  &  bellorum  fulmina  volvunt. 
Securos  gens  lecla  gradus  de  littoris  ora 
Arva  ferunt  Cananaea,  haud  recto  in  tramite;  longos 
Sed  circumflectunt  per  deferta  avia  curfus  : 
Ne,  fubito  ingreflis  ft  concitus  arma  minetur 
Incola,  diffugiant  trepidi,  celerefque  repente 
Rura  Phari  remeent,  vitamque  inhoneftaque  vinck 
Anteferant  bello :  nam  cordi  eft  omnibus  aeque, 
Imbelles  fortefne  flant,  tranquilJa  ferenos 
Vita  dies  agitans,  longe  difcordibus  armis, 
Ni  rabie  impulerit  caeca  temerarius  ardor. 

Darknefs  defends  between,    'till  morning  watch;  Safe  towards  Canaan  frorn  the  ihore  advance 

Then  through  the  fiery  pillar,    and  the  cloud,  Through  the  wilddefert;  not  the  readieft  way; 

God  looking  forth  will  trouble  all  his  hoft,  Left  ent'ring  on  the  Canaanite  alarm'd, 

And  craze  their  chariot-wheels:    when  by  com-  War  terrify  them  in-expert,   and  fear 

mand,  Return  them  back  to  -Egypt,  chufing  rather 

Mofes  once  more  his  potent  rod  extends  Inglorious  life  with  fervitude :  for  life, 

Over  the  fea;    the  fea  his  rod  obeys:  To  noble,  and  ignoble,    is  more  fweet 

On  their  imbattel'd  ranks  the  waves  return,  Un-train'd  in  arms,  where  rafhnefs  leads  not  on. 

And  overwhelm  their  war.  The  race  eleft  This  alfo  fhall  they  gain  by  their  delay 

Quin- 
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Quinctiam  hos  fructus  pcr  devia  tefqua  morando 
Accipicnt ;  rcgni  jam  tum  fundamina  ponent, 
Perquc  tribus  lcctum  biffenas  rite  fenatum 
Auguftum  ftatuent,  juflis  qui  exerceat  aequum 
Legibus  impcrium.    Sinae  de  rupe  Jchova 
(Illo  defcendentc  cacumina  cana  tremifcent) 
Ipfe  inter  tonitru  raucum  rlammafque  trifulci 
Fulguris,  horrifaiiarum  &  murmura  clara  tubarum, 
Edicet  iandas  leges :  pars  civica  jura 
Spectabunt ;  alix  ritus  moremque  iacrorum ; 
Expedientque  umbris  variis  variifque  figuris, 
Decretum  Quis  femen  erit,  qui  colla  colubri 
Contuderit,  quo  deinde  homini  juga  ferrea  pado 
Solverit.     At  vox  alta  Dei  mortalibus  aures 
Territat  attonitas :  orant,  veneranda  Moyfes    ' 
Tranfmittat  mandata,  horrendaque  murmura  celTent. 
Annuit  Omnipotens;  hinc  non  fibi  pandier  ullos 
Ad  numen  didicere  aditus,  ni  blanda  Patronus 


In  thewide  wildernefs;  there  they  fhall  found  Of  facrificej  informingthem  by.  typesr 

Their  govemment,   and  their  great  fenate  chufe  And  fliadows,  of  that  deftin'd  feed  to  bruife 

Thro'  thc  twelve  tribes,  to  rule  by  laws  ordain*d.  The  ferpent,  by  what  means  he  fhall  atchieve 

God  from  the  mount  ofSinai,  (whofe  grey  top  Mankind"s  deliverance.      But  the  voice  of  God- 

Shall  tremble,  he  defcending)  will  himfelf  To  mortaLear  is  dreadful.   They  befeech 

In  thunder,  lightning,   and  loud  trumpet's  found,  That  Mc/es  might  report  to  them  his  will, 

Ordain  them  laws:   paxt,  foch  as  appertain  Andterror  ceafe  :  he  grants  what  they  befought; 

To  civil  juflice;  part  rebgious  rites  Inftrufted,  that  to  God  is  no  acce/s 

Officia 
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Officia  intulerit:  munus  fublime  Moyfes 

Jam  praeftat,  dux  praemifius,    Majoris  imago  ; 

Cujus  &  ipfe  diem  narrabit,  &  ordine  longo 

Laeta  canent  varii  Mefliae  tempora  vates. 

At  poftquam  fixae  leges,  ritufque  facrati, 

Deinde  fuos  Pater  eximio  complexus  amore, 

Ipfe  fuper  terris  tentoria  ponere  fancta 

Dignatur,  celebratque  hominum  Deus  incola  fedes. 

Hujus  ad  imperium  fingunt  facraria  cedro 

Clara,  auroque  adoperta :  Arcam  fimul  intus ;  in  arcs» 

Fcederis  aeterni  faftos :  Pietatis  amicae 

Incumbunt  adyta  ex  auro;  geminique  Cherubes 

Advigilant,  dextra  fedem  laevaque  foventes. 

Quin  coram  ardefcunt  feptenae  lampades,  orbis 

Signiferi  forma,   referentes  fidera  coeli. 

Velabit  labente  die  tentoria  Nubes, 

No&e,  Jubar  rutilum ;  ni,  caftra  ubi  moverit  agmen. 

Numinis  aufpiciis  demum  felicibus  arva 


Without  Mediator,  whofe  high  officenow 
Mcfes  in  figure  bears ;  to  introduce 
One  greater,  of  whofe  day  he  fhall  foretel, 
And  all  the  prophets,  in  their  age,  the  times 
Of  e;rcat  Mcjfiah  fhall  fing.  Thus  laws  and  rites 
Eftablim'd,  fuch  delight  hath  God  in  men 
Obedient  to  his  will,  that  he  vouchfafes 
Among  them  to  fet  up  his  tabernacle; 
The  holy  One  with  mortal  men  to  dwell. 


By  his  prefcript  a  fanftuary  is  fram'd 
Of  cedar,  overlaid  with  gold;  therein 
An  aik,   and  in  the  ark  his  teftimony, 
The  records  of  his  covenant :  over  thefe 
A  mercy  feat  of  gold,  between  tlie  wings 
Of  two  bright  Cherubim :   before  him  burn 
Seven  lamps,  as  in  a  zodiac  reprefenting 
The  heav'nly  fires  :  over  the  tent  a  cloud 
Shall  reft  by  day,  a  fiery  gleam  by  night ; 


Abramo 
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Abramo  promiiTa  incunt,  foboliquc  iuturae. 

Longa  rcferrc  mora  cft,  quot  bclla  horrcnda  pcr  orbcm, 

Quot  latc  domiti  rcgcs,   populique  fubadi; 

Utque  diem  totum  medio  aetherc  conftitcrit  fol 

Vocc  jubcnte  Hominis,  noclifque  reccfTcrit  hora  : 

"  Sol,  fifte  ad  Gibeona,  in  vallibus  Ajalonis 

"  Luna,  tuos  cohibe  greflus,  dum  victor  ovarit 

"  Ifrael :"  fic  dictus  erit,  qui  lucis  in  oras 

Tertius  aethereas  Abramo  ab  principe  furget, 

Ifacidcs :  omnis  quem  notnine  reddet  avito 

Progenies,  fibi  quae  Cananacos  vindicet  agros. 

Laetior  haec  paucis  demum  interfatur  Adamus  : 
O  coelo  demifle,  animum  qui  luce  ferena 
Perfundis,  placida  evolvens  gratiffima  voce; 
Praecipue,  fidum  Abramum  femenque  beatum 
Quae  fpedlant :  jamprimum  acies  mihi  lumine  certo 
Clarefcunt ;   pacemque  refert  mens,  anxia  dudum 

Save  when  they  journey:  and  at  length  they  come,  From  Abraham,  fon  of  lfaac;   and  from  him 

Condufted  by  his  Angel,  to  the  land  His  whole  defcent,  who  thus  fhall  Canaan  win. 
Piomisd  to  Abrabam,  and  his  feed — The  reft  Here  Adam  interpos'd  :  O  fent  from  heav'n, 

Were  long  to  tell ;  how  many  battles   fought ;  Inlightner  of  my  darknefs !  gracious  things 

How  many  kings  deitroy'd  ;  and  kingdoms  won;  Thou  hait  reveal'd ;   thofe  chiefly,  which  concern 

Or  how  the  fun  fhall  in  mid-heav'n  ftand  ftill  Juft  Abrabam,   and  his  feed :  now  firft  I  find 

A  day  entire,  and  night's  due  courfe  adjourn,  Mineeyes  true  op'ning,  and  my  heart  mucheas'd; 

Man's  voice  commanding,  "  Sun!  \n  Gibeon  ftaxid,  E'erwhile  perplex'd  with  thoughts,    what  would 
"  And  thou  Moon  in  the  vale  of  Ajahn,  become 

"   'Till  Ifracl  overcome :"   fo  call  the  third  Of  me,  and  all  mankind  ;   but  now  I  fee 

Vol.  II.  N  n  Explorans 
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Explorans,  qui  me  eventus  fobolemque  manerent. 
Nunc  luftrare  diem  datur  Illius,  ubere  rivo 
Perpetua  in  cunctas  qui  effundet  gaudia  gentes. 
O  male  me  dignum  hoc  dono,  quem  turpia  in  aufa 
Impulerat  frugum  vetitarum  infana  cupido! 
Pande  tamen,  quianam  populo,   queis  inferat  ultro 
Se  comitem  Omnipotens,  varia  tot  imagine  leges 
Impofitae :  variae  leges  tot  crimina  monftrant : 
His  Deus  intererit  praefens  ?  Cui  deinde  Michaal : 
His  certe,  quia  te  genitis,  dominabitur  audax 
Impietas :   ideo  data  lex,  nativa  animorum 
Ut  vitia  arguerit,  pugnante  libidine  legi. 
Hinc  ubi  jam  legem  experti  ftnt  crimina  tantum 
In  lucem  proferre  palam,  non  demere  pofle, 
Nempe  boum  oblato  aut  caprearum  fanguine  folo; 
Agnofcent  merito,  magis  his  pretiofa  cruoris 
Dona  Deo,  temerata  hominum  pro  ftirpe,  ferenda  j 
Infontem  pro  fonte  animam :  ut  meritifque  alienis 

His  day,  in  whom  all  nations  fhall  be  bleft:  Will  reign  amongthem,   as  of  thee  begot: 

Favourun-merited  by  me,  who  fought  And  therefore  was  law  given  thera,  to  evince 

Forbidden  knowledge  by  forbidden  means.  Their  natural  pravity,  by  ftirring  up 

Yet  this  I  apprehend  not,  why  to  thofe,  Sin  againft  law  to  fight :  that  when  they  fee 

Among  whom  God  will  deign  to  dwcll  on  earth,  Law  can  difcover  fin,   but  not  remove, 

Somany   andfo  various  laws  are  giv'n:  Save  by  thofe  ftiadowy  expiations  weak, 

So  many  laws  argue  fo  many  fins  The  blood  of  bulls  and  goats,  they  mayconclude 

Among  them :  how  can  God  with  fuch  refide  ?  Some  blood  more  precious  muft  be  paid  for  man ; 

To  whom  thus  Mickatl :  Doubtnot  but  that  fin  Juft  for  unjuft  :  that  in  fuch  righteoufnefs 

Innixi, 
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Innixi,  vivaque  fidc,  vctcrcm  indc  favorcm 
Numinis,  &  pnram  rcvoccnt  fibi  pcctorc  paccm. 
Hanc  paccm  haud  pncftant  ritns ;   mandataque  ncfcit 
Pcrficere  imbccillus  homo  ;  dehiuc  morte  piandum  cft. 
Lex  adco  imperfccla  patct ;   data,  dignius  olim 
Duxcrit  ut  fcedus,    poftquam  fe  temporis  ordo 
Debitus  explerit.     Veri  tum  fplendor  opacas 
Excipict  rerum  fpecies,  carnique  fubibit 
Spiritus ;   accedet  liberrima  gratia,  vinclis 
Pro  rigidis ;  pro  fervili  formidine,  laeta 
Natorum  in  patrem  pietas ;   pro  legis  acerbis 
Officiis,  generoia  animi  monumenta  ridelis. 
Ergo,  minifterium  cui  lex  dat  fola,   Moyfes, 
Hunc  quanquam  caro  egregie  Deus  zequus  amore 
Foverit,  haud  populos  Cananaeis  inferet  oris : 
At  Jofuas,  gentes  inter  memoratus  Iefu, 
Ipfius  &  nomenque  ferens  munufque,  colubri 
Hoftilem  qui  vim  franget,  falebrofaque  mundi 

To  them  by  faith  imputed,   they  may  find  From  impofition  of  ftria  laws,  to  free 

Juftincation  towards  God,  and  peace  Acceptance  of  large  grace ;  from  fervile  fear, 

Of  confcience;.  whkh  the  law  by  ceremonies  To  filial;  works  of  law,  to  works  of  faith.  ' 

Cannot  appeafe  ;  nor  man  the  moral  part  And  therefore  ihall  not  Mofes,  though  of  God 

Perform ;  and  not  performing,  cannot  live.  Highly  belov'd,  being  but  the  minilter 

So  law  appears  imperfeft;   and  but  giv-n  Of  law,  his  people  into  Canaan  Iead; 

With  purpofe  to  refign  them  in  full  time,  But  Jojhua ;  whom  the  Gentiles  Jefus  call ; 

Up  to  abetter  covenant;  difcipi:n'd  His  name  and  office  bearing,  who  Ihall  quell 
From  fhadowy  types  to  truth ;  from  flem  to  fpirit ;      The  adverfary-ferpent  j   and  bring  back 

N  n  2  per 
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Per  defcrta  hominem  longis  erroribus  actum 
Sancta  remittet  in  otia,  &  aetemam  Paradifum. 
Terreftrem  interea  Cananoeam  uberrima  longum 
Arva  colent ;  fauftofque  dies  ac  laeta  videbunt 
Tempora ;  ni  fcelerum  illuvies  ubi  publica  pacem 
Ruperit,  &  populis  Deus  hoftem  immiferit  ultor : 
At  teget,  orantes  veniam ;  tradetque  tuendos 
Judicibus  primo,  dein  Regibus.  Ille,   fecundus 
Qui  folium  afcendet,  pariter  pietatis  honore 
Clarus  &  armorum  fama,  irrevocabile  laetus 
Promiftum  accipiet,  vel  ad  ultima  faecula  mundi 
Manfuram  imperii  certo  fundamine  fedem. 
Ufque  canent  eadem  concordi  carmine  Vates ; 
Venturum  excelfo  de  ftemmate  Davidis  (olli 
Namque  id  nomen  erit)  Natum,  quem  faepius  audis 
Tu  tibi  promitti,  quondam  expeclabit  Adamus, 
Semen  fcemineum ;  cui  fcilicet  omnia  fldent 
Saecla;   expectabunt  reges;    regum  ultimus  ipfe 

Thro'  the  world's  wildernefs  long-wander'd  man,  The  feeond,  both  for  piety  renown'd, 

Safe  to  eternal  paradife  of  reft.  And  puiftant  deeds,  a  promife  fhall  receive 

Mean-while  they,  in  their  earthly  Canaan  plac'd,  Irrevocable,  that  his  regal  throne 

Longtimeihall  dwell,  and  profper :  but  when  fins  For  ever  fhall  indure  :  the  like  fhall  fing 

National  interrupt  their  publick  peace,  All  prophecy,  thatof  the  royal  ftock 

Provoking  God  to  raife  them  enemies  ;  Of  Da<vid,  fo  I  name  this  king,   fhall  rife 

From  whom  as  oft  he  faves  thero  penitent ;  A  fon,  the  woman's  feed  to  thee  foretold ; 

By  judges  firft,  then  under  kings :  of  whom  Foretold  to  Abraham ;  as  in  whom  fhall  trufl 

Incedet^ 
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Inccdet,   fccptrumque  unus  fine  rinc  tcnehit. 
Regnantum  fubit  intcrca  longiflimus  ordo. 
Proximus  infequitur,  gazifque  6c  pedtoris  alti 
Confilio  exfuperans:   fandtam  qui  Numinis  arcam 
Obtextam  nebula,  longum  vaga  caftra  fecutam, 
Donabit  templo,  &  radianti  fiftct  in  arcc. 
Excipiunt,  quorum  mcmorabitur  altera  faftis 
Pars  pia;   pars  longc  major,  quas  indigna  patrarint 
Deli6ta ;  obfcoeni  ritus  6c  crimina  regum 
Caetera,  criminibus  populi  accumulata,   furorem 
Divinum  accendent.     Iris  Dcus  acribus  ipfos 
Cum  patria,  templifque  fuis,   adytoque,   focrifque 
Thefauris,  urbi  praedam  &  ludibria  tradet, 
Quam  nofti  media  murorum  in  mole  reli&am, 
Abruptamque  opere  infecto ;  hinc  Babylona  vocatanu 
Vincla  ibi  faeva  pati  ftatuit,  dum  temporis  orbis 
Septenos  decies  remeans  compleverit  annos : 
Tum  revocat,  pacem  veterem,  &  cum  Davide  quondam 

Allnations;   and  to  kings  foretold,  of  kings  Heap'd  to  the  popular  fum,  will  fo  incenfe 

Thelaft;  for  of  his  reign  (hall  be  noend.  God,   as  to  leave  them,  and  expofe  their  laad, 

But  firft  a  long  fucceffion  muft  enfue:  Their  city,  his  temple,   and  hisholy  ark, 

And  his  next  fon,  for  wealth  and  wifdom  fam'd,  With  all  his  facred  thing?,  a  fcorn.  and  prey 

The  clouded  a.k  of  God,  'till  then  in  tents  To  that  proud  city,  whofe  high  walls  thou  faw'ft 

WandVing,  fhall  in  a  glorious  temple  inftirine.  Left  in  confufion ;   Babylon  thencecalTJ. 

Such  follow  him,   as  fhall  be  regifter'd  There  in  captivity  he  lets  them  dwell 

Part  good,  part  bad  ;  of  bad  the  longer  fcrowl :  The  fpace  of  feventy  years :    then  brings  them 
Whoie  foul  idolatries,  and  other  faults,  back  ; 

San- 
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Sancitum  recolens  faedu»,  "  Cceleftia  faecla 
iEquaturum  aevo  folium.    Babylone  reverft, 
(Nam  veniam  indulgent  reges,  atque  afpera  ponunt 
Corda,  volente  Deo)  disjectam  Numinis  aedem 
Inftaurant,  vivunt  frugi,  exiguoque  fruuntur ; 
Dum  gazis  numerifque  aucti,  ime  more  tumultus 
Indecores  agitent :  circum  ipfa  altaria  primum 
Sacririci,  placidaj  ftudium  inviolabile  pacis 
Quos  fovilTe  decet,  bellorum  incendia  jactant : 
Impia  facratas  temerat  difcordia  fedes. 
Quin  fceptra  arripiuntque,  &  fpernunt  Davide  natos ; 
Mox  &  Idumseis  pafii  fua  regna  colonis 
Tranfcribi;   ut  fuperam  fpoliatus  jure  paterno 
Suro-eret  in  lucem,  vero  Rex  un&us  olivo, 
MefTias :   veniffe  tamen  pulcherrima  narrat 
Stella,  polo  non  vifi  prius;   quam  rite  fequuntur 
Eoa  regione  Magi,  cunabula  facra 
Qucerentes;  pia  thura,  aurum,  myrrhamque,   daturi. 

Remembring  mercy,   and  his  covenant  fworn  Endeavour  peaee :    thea-  iiriie  pollation  bnngs 

To  Da-jid,  'llablifh'd  as  the  days  of  hea/n.  Upon  the  temple  it  fetfl  At  laft  they  feife 

Return'd  from  Babvlon,  by  leave  of  kings  The  fceptre,  and  rcgard  not  Datid  s  fons: 
Their  lords.whom  God  difpos'd,  the  houfe  of  God      Then  lofe  it  to  a  ltranger,    that  the  true 

They  firft  re-  edify :  and  for  a  while  Anointed  king  Mefp.ah  might  be  born 

In  mean  eftat;  live  moderate:   'till  grown  Earr'd  of  his  right :    yet  at  his  biith  a  ffaur, 

Iri  wealth   ani  mukitude,  faflious  they  grow.  Un-feen  before  in  heav'n,  prociaims  h:m  coaie ; 

Butfirft   tjno.ig  thepriefts  diffenfton  fpringsj  And  guides  the  ealtern  fagcs,    who  inquire 

Men  who  attend  the  akar,  and  fhould  moft  His  place,  to  offer  incenfe,  myrrh,  and  gold. 

At 
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At  pucri  natale  folum,  fcrvantibus  adftans 
Excubias,  ovium  rudibus  fub  noiflc  magiftris 
Nuntius  rctherea  memorat  demifliis  ab  arce : 
Laetitia.  exultant  trepida,   accclcrantque  citati ; 
Tum  natalitiis  mulcentur  cantibus  aurcs, 
Sidereo  modulante  choro  cceleftia ;  Virgo 
Huic  Genitrix ;   Pater,  ipfa  Dei  fanctiiTima  Virtus: 
Hic  folium  afccndet  patrium  non  dcgcner  haeres, 
Imperium  oceano,  famam  qui  terminct  aftris. 

Conticuit,  tumuiffe  videns  jam  gaudia  Adamo, 
Quae,  luctus  inftar,  lacrimarum  in  flumen  itura, 
Ni  verbis  onus  egereret:  dein  talia  fudit : 

O  Vates,  qui  grata  refers,  o  qui  ultima  vota 
Exfaturas !  patet  hinc  manifeftius,  unde  ita  Semen 
Fcemineum  humanse  fertur  fpes  unica  gentis : 
Quantum  hoc  quasfivi,   quotiefque,  indagine  vana ! 
Virgo  Mater  ave,  coelo  cariflima !  noftra 
At  venies  de  ftirpe;  facra  tibi  furget  ab  alvo 

His  place  of  birth  a  folemn  angel  tells  Surcharg'd,  as  had,  likegrief.been  dew'd  mtear.- 

The  fimple  (hepherds,  keeping  watch  by  night  j  Without    the   vent   of  words;    which  thefe  hr 
They  gladly  thither  hafle  j   and  by  a  choir  breath'd  : 

Of  fquadron'd  angels,  hear  his  carol  fung;  O  Prophetof  glad  tidings !   finifher 

A  Virgin  is  his  mother,   but  his  fire  Of  utmoilhope  !  now  clear  I  underftand, 

The  Pow'r  of  the  moft  High  !  He  fhall  afcend  What  oft  my  fteadieft  thoughts  have  fearch'd  ia 
The  throne  hereditary,  and  bound  his  reign  vain : 

With  earth's  wide  bounds,    his  glory  with  the  Why  our  great  expe&ation  fhould  be  call'd 

heav'ns.  The  Seed  of  woman:  Virgin  mother,  hail! 

He  ceas'd,  difcerning  Adam  with  fuch  joy  High  in  the  love  of  heav'n!  yet  froni  my  loin« 

Magna 
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Magna  Patris  fummi  Soboles :  fic  corpus  in  unum 
Concrefcit  Deus  ipfe  homini :  hinc  ftbi  trifte  neceffe  eft 
Expe&et  vulnus  Scrpens,  faevofque  dolores : 
Dic  age,   queis  terris,  &  quo  pugnabitur  aevo, 
Qua  demum  plaga  victorem  proruet  Ukor. 

Nuntius  haec  contra  aethereus :  ne  finge  cruenta 
Proelia  congredientum,  infixaque  vulnera  membris, 
Seu  capiti  calci-ve :  homini  haud  innexuit  una 
Se  Deus,  ut  jun&is  proftrarit  viribus  hoftem. 
Non  ita  vincetur  Satanas;  qui,  cum  aetheris  oris 
Excideret,  graviora  ruens  ibi  vulnera  fenfit : 
At  tibi  lethalem,  ruerit  licet,  intulit  icr.um  ; 
Quem  Stator  ille  tuus  medica  virtute  levabit, 
Non  Satanam,  Satanae  fed  dira  in  teque  tuofque 
Orfa  domans ;  at  nec  medicabitur,  ipfe  niii  alto 
Se  juflbrum  oneri,  cui  tu  fucceffei  is  impar, 
Subjiciatque  lubens,  divinaque  jura  facefTat ; 

Thou  fhalt  proceed,  and  from  thy  vvomb  the  Son  Manhood  to  €od-head:  with  more  ftrength  to  foil 

Of  God  moft  high;  fo  God  with  man  unites.  Thy  eneroy:   nor  fo  is  overcome 

Needs  muft  the  ferpent  now  his  capital  bruife  Satan,  whofe  fall  from  heav'n,  adeadlier  bruife, 

E.xpeft  with  mortal  pain:    fay  where,  and  when  Difabled   not   to  give  thee  thy  death's  wound  : 

Their  fiwht,  what  ftroke  fhall  bruife  the  viilor's  Which  he,  who  comes  thy  Saviour,  fhall  re-cure, 

heel  ?  Not  by  deftroying  Satan,   but  his  works, 
To  whom  thus  Micbael :    Dream  not  of  their      In  thee,   and  in  thy  feed.  Nor  can  this  be, 
fight,  But  by  fulfilling  that  which  thou  didft  want, 

As  of  a  duel,  or  the  local  wounds  Obedience  to  the  law  of  God,  impos'd 

Of  head,  or  heel:  not  thtrefore  joins  theSon  On  penalty  of  death,  and  fuffering  deathj 

Infuper 
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InfllpCT  &  mortis  fubcat  tibi  dcbita  fata, 
Atquc  tuis,  patria  contactis  labc:   fuprcma 
Juftitia  hac  folum  mcrccdc  cxpleta  quiefcct. 
Hic  lcgcm  officiis  folvet  pius,  almus  amore ; 
Qiianquam  uno  fit  amore  valct :   tua,  carnc  rcccpta, 
Spontc  luct  commifla,  dics  inhonorus  acerbos 
Exiget,  &  dira  mul&atus  morte  recumbet; 
Pollicitus  cunctis  vitam,  qui  pectore  certo 
Ipflus  inftiterint  meritis,  facta  ipfius  in  fc 
Tranftulerint,  pretioque  operum  &  virtute  fuorum 
Pofthabitis.     Ignominias  hinc  inter,  &  iras 
Hoftiles,  aevum  omne  trahet ;  vim,  vincula  pafliis, 
Acre  in  jus  temere  abreptus,  mortifque  pudenda? 
Damnatus ;  patriaque  nefas !  a  gente,  cruentis 
Affixus  trunco  clavis,  macl:abitur  infons. 
Scilicet  has  referet  vitae  pro  munere  grates. 
Aft  hoftes  fecum  ipfe  tuos,  metuenda  minatos, 
Affiget  legemque  cruci,  &  fcelera  omnia  gentis 


The  penalty  to  thy  tranfgreffion  due  ; 

And  due  to  theirs,  which  out  of  thine  will  grow  : 

So  only  can  high  juftice  reft  appaid. 

The  law  of  God  exaft  he  fhall  fulfil, 

Both  by  obedience  and  by  love ;  though  love 

Alone  fulfil  the  law  :   thy  puniftiment 

He  ftiall  indure,  by  coming  in  the  fiefti 

To  a  reproachful  life,  and  curfed  death : 

Proclaiming  life  to  all  who  ftiall  believe 

VOL.    II. 


In  his  redemption ;  and  that  his  obedience 
Imputed,  becomes  theirs  by  faith ;  his  merits 
To  fave  them,  not  their  own,  tho'  legal,  works. 
For  this  he  ftiall  live  hated,  be  blafphem'd, 
Seis'd  on  by  force,  judg"d,  and  to  death  con- 

demn'd, 
A  (hameful,  and  accurft !  nail'd  to  the  crofs 
By  his  own  nation  :  flain,  for  bringing  life. 
But,  to  the  crofs  he  naih  thy  enemies, 

O  o  Humana?; 
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Humana? ;  trepida  hinc  fefe  formidine  folvent, 

Spem  fibi  non  dubiam  facro  qui  in  fanguine  ftftant. 

Ergo  obit;  at  fuperas  citus  inde  revertitur  auras : 

Nec  longum  premet  imperiis  pallentibus  Hades: 

Antey  plagas  coeli  quam  tertia  viferit  Eos, 

Hunc,   clauftris  tumuli  abruptis,   emergere  cernent 

Sidera  matutina,  facrumque  os  exferere,  inftar 

Aurorae  rutilum,  pretio  pro  ftirpe  foluto 

Humana :  redimentur  enim,  quot  munera  vitae 

Excipiant  oblata  alacres,  &  corde  volenti 

Atque  fide,  haud  operum  vacua,  amplectantur  amores. 

Divino  hoc  delet  fa&o  tua  moefta  malorum 

Supplicia,  amiiTae  reparans  tibi  dona  falutis ; 

Criftatum  hoc  Satanae  faftum  contundet,  &  Aten 

Hademque  horrificum,  Satanae  duo  brachia,  vi&or 

Calcabit,  frangetque  premens :  capitique  paterno 

Altius  infiget  fobolis  faeviflima  tela. 

Non  ita  victoris  calcem  generifve  redempti 

The  law  that  is  againft  thee,  and  the  fins  Negleft  not,  and  the  benefit  embrace 

Of  all  mankind,  with  him  there  crucify'd,  By  faith,  not  void  of  works.  This  god-like  a& 

Never  to  hurt  them  more,  who  rightly  trufl  Annuls  thy  doom,  the  death  thou  Ihouldft  have 

In  this  his  fatisfa&ion.     So  he  dies,  dy'd, 

But  foon  revives  ;  death  over  him  no  pow'r  In  fin  for  cver  loft  from  life :  this  att 

Shall  long  ufurp  :  e'er  the  third  davvning  Hght  Shall  bruife  the  head  of  Satan,  crufh  his  ftrength, 

Return,  the  ftaisof  morn  ihall  fee  him  rife  Defeating  S;n  and  Death,  his  two  main  arms; 

Out  of  his  grave,  frefh  as  the  dawning  Hght,  And  fix  far  deeper  in  his  head  their  ftings, 

The  ranfom  paid,  which  man  from  death  redeems,  Than  temporal  death  fhall  bruife  the  vic\or's  heel, 

His  death  for  man,  as  many  as  offer'd  life.  Or  theirs  whom  he  redeems :   a  death  like  fleep ! 

Mors 


LIBER    DUODECIMUS.  291 

Mors  prcmct,  atta&u  pcrftringens  alitc  talos, 
Mors  fugitiva,   lcvis,   placidoque  fimillima  fomno, 
Lcnc  itcr  ad  dulccs  vitae  immortalis  honorcs. 
Indc  redux,   fpatio  in  tcrris  breviore  moratur, 
Ut  ftata  dilcdos  ad  tempora  vifcrc  poflit 
Difcipulos,  comites  nuper  fociofque  laborum  ; 
Seque  palam  claro  manifeftum  oftendere  vultu. 
His  mandabit  enim,  terras  volgare  per  omnes, 
Qux  dederat  prasccpta,  viamque  aperire  falutis; 
Utque  fidem  amplexos  veram  luftralibus  undis 
Perfundant  populos ;  figno  quo,  crimine  puros 
Reddiderint,  mortique  ultro  fe  offerre  paratos, 
Fors  ita  fi  tulerit,  cui  fe  obtulit  ante  Redemptor. 
Hi  late  erudient  gentes ;  nam  deinde  per  orbem 
Pandetur  volgata  falus,  non  fanguine  Abrami 
Progenitis  folum,  fed,  quot  fociarit  Abramo 
Una  eademque  fides,  quocunque  fub  aere  natis. 
Illius  hinc  Semen  varia  undique  fsecla  beabit. 

A  gentle  wafting  to  immortal  life  !  Pure,  and  in  mind  prepar*d,  if  fo  bef  al, 

Nor  after  refurrettion  fhall  he  ftay  For  death,  like  that  which  the  Redeemer  dy'd. 

Longer  on  earth,  than  certain  times  t'  appear  AU  nations  they  fhall  teach :   for  from  that  day, 

To  his  Difciples ;   men,  who  in  his  life  Not  only  to  the  fons  of  Alrabams  loins 

Still  follow'd  him:  to  them  fhall  leavein  charge  Salvation  (hall  be  preach'd;  but  to  the  fons 

To  teach  all  nations  what  of  him  they  learn'd,  Of  Abraham%  faith,   where-ever  thro'  the  world: 

And  his  falvation ;  them  who  fhall  believe  So  in  his  feed  all  nations  fliall  be  blefs'd. 

Baptizing  in  the  profluent  flream,  the  fign  Then  to  the  heav'n  of  heav'ns  fhall  he  afcend 

Of  wafhing  them  from  guilt  of  fin,  to  life  With  viftory,   triumphing  through  the  air 

O  o  2  At 
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At  Victor  confcendet  ovans  facraria  coeli 
Summa,  triumphatis  pariter  veftrifque  fuifque 
Hoftibus ;  expansa  deprendet  in  aeris  aula 
Serpentem,  tractumque  per  ultima  regna  tyrannum 
Oftendet  ccelo  attonitum,  vinctumque  relinquet. 
Mox  decoris  praecelfi  apicem,  fupra  omnia  cceli 
Nomina,  fupra  arces  fublime  evectus,  adibit ; 
Et  folium  ad  dextram  Patris  afferet  omnipotentis. 
Deinde  poteftatem,  et  jubar  omne  indutus,  ubi  ingens 
Conciderit  mundi  haec  moles,  fumma  aetheris  arce 
Quaefitor  veniet ;  vivifque  &  lumine  caffis 
Jura  dabit;  fontes  ruet ;  immortalia  dona 
Laetitiae  referet  fidis,  per  lucida  cceli 
Atria,  terrarumve  plagas :  namque  undique  tellus 
Tum  Paradifus  erit,  regna  his  praeftantia  longe 
Edeni  regnis,  longeque  beatius  asvum. 

Conftitit  hic  Superum  Princeps,  fpatia  ultima  mundi 
Pertingens :  mira  attonitus  concepit  Adamus 

Over  his  foes  and  thine;  there  fhall  furprife  To  judge  th'unfaithful  dead,  but  to  reward 

The  Serpent,  prince  of  air,  and  drag  in  chains  His  faithful,  and  receive  them  into  blifs; 

Thro'  all  his  realm,  and  there  confounded  leave :  Whether  in  heav'n  or  earth  :    for  then  the  eartb. 

Then  enter  into  glory;   and  refume  Shall  all  be  Paradife,   far  happier  place 

His  feat  at  God's  right  hand,   exalted  high  Than  this  of  Eden,  and  far  happier  days. 
Above  allnames  inheav'n:  and thence (hall  come,  So  fpaketh'  Arch-angel  Michael;  then  paus'd, 

When  this  world's  diflblution  ftiall  be  ripe,  As  at  the  world's  great  period:  and  our  Sire, 

With  glory  and  pow'r,    to  judge  both  quick  and  Replete  with  joy,  and  wonder,  thus  reply'd  : 
dead  :  O  goodnefs  infinite !  goodnefs  immenfe ! 

Gaudia, 
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Gaudia,  laetitiamque  ingcntcm  his  vocibus  cffcrt : 
O  fine  fine  Amor  exundans,  fine  limitc!  folcrs 

Ex  ipfo  bona  tot  deducere  fonte  malorum  ! 

Amplior  haec,  longeque  magis  miranda  poteftas, 

Quam  lucem  ex  denfis  quae  eduxit  prima  tencbris. 

Hinc  animi  feror  incertus,  doleamne  patratum 

Mi  fcelus,  &  fceleris  vitiatos  labe  nepotes, 

Verius  an  lseter  ventura  tot  inde  beata 

Munera,  proventufque  bonos :  en  gloria  major 

Laufque  Deo!  en  hominum  perfundit  ab  sethere  gentes 

Uberior  favor,  atque  iras  Clementia  vincit. 

Maximus  at  Vindex  fua  fi  remeaverit  aftra, 

Dic  age,  quas  demum  fidos  fortuna  fequetur 

Tam  numero  raros,  fceleratorum  agmine  tanto 

Inclufos,  fidei  obftantum?  Quis  deinde  vagantes 

Deducet,  trepidofve  teget  ?   Nonne  acrius,  ipfum 

Quam  Dominum,  comites  nudos  premet  effera  turba  ? 
Certe,  ait  Interpres :  fuperis  fed  protinus  oris 

That  all  this  good  of  evil  fhall  produce,  From  God,  and  over  wrath  grace  fhall  abonrtd. 

And  evil  turn  to  good !  more  wonderful  But  fay,  if  our  Deliverer  up  to  heav'n 

Than  that,   which  by  creation  firft  brought  forth  Muft  re-afcend,  what  will  betide  the  few 

Light  out  of  darknefs  !  Full  of  doubt  I  ftand,  His  faithful,  lefc  among  th'unfaithful  herd, 

Whether  I  fhould  repent  me  now  of  fin,  The  enemies  oftruth?  who  then  fhall  guide 

By  me  done,  and  occafion'd ;  or  rejoice  His  people  ?  who  defend  ?  will  they  not  deal 

Much  more,   that  much  more  good  thereof  ftiall  Worfewithhisfollowers.thanwithhimtheydealt? 
fpring ;,  Be  fure  they  will,  faid  th' Angel ;  but  from  heavn 

To  God  more  glory,  more  good-will  to  men  He  to  bis  own  a  Comforter  will  fend, 

Ipfe 
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Ipfe,  gregis  memor  ufque  fui,  demittet  amicum 
Confolatorem,  fan&i  promhTa  Parentis. 
Ille  animis,  Patris  omnipotentis  Spiritus,  holpes 
Succedet;  fidei  &  legem,  quae  praeftat  amoris 
Cun&a  fub  aufpiciis,  infcribet  cordibus,    altum 
Virtutis  per  iter  Verique  in  tramite  greflus 
Dudturam  impavidos.  Necnon  cceleftibus  armis 
Induet,  ut  Satanse  aflultus  ac  tela  retundant 
Flammea,    quid  poflint  hominum  tumor  omnis  &  irae, 
Securi:  miferae  in  mortis  cruciatibus  ipfis 
Ufque  animos  alacri  folatia  laeta  vigore 
Attollent ;  fixa  obtutu  trux  ora  tenebit 
Tortor,  &  attonitus  mira.  virtute  Tyrannus. 
Flaminis  aura  facri,  (xjuae  prima  impleverat  agmen 
Numine  Apoftolicum,  praeconia  lseta  daturum 
Per  gentes;  deinde  m  cundtos  demiffa,  facratis 
Perfufos  lymphis)  afflabit  pe&ora  opimis 
Dotibus,  ut  linguas  omnes  effundere  norint 
Promptius,  &  populis  portenta  oftendere  volgo 

The  promife  of  the  Father:  who  fhall  dwell  With  inward  confolations  recompens'd  ; 

His  Spirit  within  them;   and  the  law  of  faith  And  oft  fupporred  fo,  as  fhall  amaze 
Working  thro'  love,  upon  their  hearts  fhall  write,      Their  proudeft  Perfecutors  :  for  the  Spirit, 

To  guide  themin  all  truth;  and  alfo  arm  Pour'd  firft  on  his  Apoftles,  (whom  he  fends 

With  fpiritual  armour,  able  to  refift  T'evangelize  the  nations ;  then,  on  all 

Satans  affaults,   and  quench  his  fiery  darts :  Baptiz'd)  fliallthem  with  wond'rous  gifts  indue, 

What  man  can  do  againft  them,  not  afraid,  To  fpeak  .all  tongues,  and  do  all  miracles, 

Though  to  the  death;  againft  fuch  cruelties  Asdid  their  Lord  before  them.  Thus  they  win 

Omnia, 
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Omnia,  quac  Domiuus  dudum  mcmoranda  pcrcgit. 
Hinc  fibi  dc  variis  adfcifcunt  undique  plurcs 
Gcntibus,    amplcxos  praxonia  dia  falutis. 
At  ftadiis  bcnc  confeclis,  fanftoque  foluto 
Muncrc,  pra?ccptis  faftos  vitifque  relatis 
In  memorcs,  obeunt:  mox  (quod  cecinere)  Juporum 
Turba  fubit  fcelerata,  furentum  immane  luporum ; 
Qux  munus  mentita  ficrum,  myfteria  cceli 
Artibus  invertent  foedis,  ut  fuaferit  auri 
Infatiata  fames,  &  lionorum  immenfa  cupido. 
Exin  vera  facris  folum  confcripta  tabellis, 
Ipfe  Dei  lucem  pandit  queis  Spiritus  unus, 
Dira  fuperftitio  involvet,  commentaque  vana. 
Deinde  fibi  titulos  laudumque  infignia  quaerent, 
Imperiumque  &  opes,  coeleftia  fola  profefli, 
Heu  nimis  in  terras  curvi,  &  cceleftium  inanes. 
Aflerere  audebunt  fibi  dona,  patentia  late 
Arduum  iter  Veri  ingreflis,  &  flumina  amoris 

Great  numbers  of  each  nation  to  receive  Of  lucre  and  ambition  ;  and  the  trutk 

Withjoy  thc  tidings  brought  from  heav'n:    at  With  fuperftitions  and  traditions  taint, 

length,  Left  only  in  thofe  written  records  pure-; 

Their  miniftry  perform'd,   and  race  well  run,  Though  not  but  by  the  fpirit  underftood. 

Their  doftrine  and  their  ftory  written  left,  Then  fhall  they  feek  t'avail  themfelves  of  naraes, 

They  die.     But  in  their  room,  as  they  fore-warn,  Places  and  titles  ;  and  with  thefe  to  join 

Wolves  fhall  fucceed  for  teachers,  grievous  wolves !  Secular  pow'r;   though  feigning  ftill  to  acl 

Who  all  the  facred  myfteries  of  heav'n,  By  fpiritual :  to  themfelves  appropriating 

To  their  own  vile  advantages  fhall  turn,  Tlie  fpiric  of  God,  ■promis^d  alike,   and  giv'n 

Divini 
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Divini  claudent;  ftatuentque  immania  jura, 

Jura,  homini  quag  non  infculpferit  alta  Dei  mens. 

Non  vim  Animae  faciant  fanctae,  comitemque  catenis 

Subjiciant  libertatem  ?  non  perdere  certent 

Viva  Dei  delubra,  fide  fervanda  valenti, 

Qusque  fide  propria,  atque  alienae  immunia  ?  nam  quis 

Mortalis  falli  tam  nefcius,  ut  regat  omnem 

Ipfe  fidem,  et  tacitum  alterius  fub  pectore  teftem  ? 

Quin  hoc  jactabunt  multi,  cunctofque  laceiTent 

Tormentis,  jus  qui  fervent,  Verique  tenaces, 

Pectoris  ingenuo  numen  venerentur  honore. 

At  reliqui  facros,  longe  pars  maxima,  cultus 

Ritibus  ac  fpecie  vana  conftare  putabunt ; 

Transfixum  opprobrii  multa  Fas  cufpide  terras 

Deferet ;    &  fidei  veftigia  rara  legentur. 

Perpetua  hinc  ferie  terrarum  degener  orbis 

Ufque  pios  odio  excipiet,  pravofque  favore, 

Ipfe  fua  fub  mole  gemens:  dum  venerit  olim 

To  all  believers:  and  from  that  pretence,  Who  againft  faith  and  confcience,  can  be  heard 

Spiritual  laws  by  carnal  po\v'r  fhall  force  Infallible  ?    Yet  many  will  prefume : 

On  every  confcience,  laws,  which  none  fhall  find  Whence  heavy  perfecution  ftiall  arife 

Left  them  inroird:  or,  whatthe  Spiritwithin  On  all,  who  in  the  worihip  perfevere 

Shall  on  the  heartingrave.  What  will  tliey  then  Of  fpixit  and  truth.  The  reft,  far  greater  part, 

But  force  the  Spirit  of  grace  itfelf,  and  bind  Will  deem  in  outward  rites,  and  fpecious  forms, 

His  confort  Liberty  ?  what,  but  unbuild  Religion  fatisfy'd;  Truth  fhall  retire 

His  living  temples,  built  by  faith  to  ftand,  Beftuck  with  fland'rou;  darts,    and  wcrks  of  faith 

Their  own  faith,  not  anotrRr's  r  for  oa  earch,  Rarely  tc  found.     £o  fhall  the  world  go  on, 

Sancta 
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Summa  Dics,  juftos  merita  quac  pacc  fovcbit, 
Vindictaque  prcmct  fontcs :  quum  dcindc  rcdibit 
lllc  tibi  columen  dictus,   fpcfque  unica,  Scmen 
Fcemineum  j  obfcura?  diclus  fub  imaginis  umbra  j 
Nunc  forml  propiore  patcns  Dominufque  Rcdcmptorque : 
At  tandem,   explicita  per  nubila  luce,  paternis 
Effulgens  adcrit  radiis,  ac  numine  toto 
Defcendens  Satanam  temeratumque  obruet  orbem. 
Hinc,  conflagrantis  maffa,  cum  excoxerit  omnem 

Flamma  luem,  ccelofque  novos  terrafque  recentes 

Attollet:  Fas,  Pax,  &  Amor,  fundamina  rupe 

Perpetua  ftatuent;  ibi  fefe  uberrima  pandet 

Lajtitia,  ietemafque  effundent  gaudia  fruges. 
Finierat :  deinde  haec  Genitor  refponfa  remiiit 

Ultima:  quam  celeri  curfu,  Sanaiffime  vatum, 

Faticinis  didis  ftadium  omne  volubilis  xvi 

Vox  tua  metita  eft,  fluxique  fugacia  mundi 

Ssecula,  dum  fixo  fteterit  rota  temporis  orbe. 

To  good  malignant,  to  bad  men  benign,  Sttan,  with  his  perverfed  world  ;  then  raife 

Under  her  own  weight  groaning ,  -dU  the  day  From  the  conflagrant  mafs,  purg  d,  and  refin  d, 

Appear  of  refpiration  to  the  juft,  New  heaVns,  new  earth,  ages  of  endlefs  date, 

And  vengeance  to  the  wicked  :   at  return  Founded  in  righteoufnefs,  and  peace    and  love  ; 

Of  Him  fo  lately  promis^d  to  thy  aid,  To  bring  forfh  fruits    joy  and  eternal  bhfs. 
The  woman's  Seed ;  obfcurely  then  foretold ,  He  endei :  and  thus  Adam  laft  reply  d  : 

Now  amplier  known  thy  Saviour,  and  thy  Lord  ;      How  foon  hath  thy  prediftion,   Seer  bleft. 

Laft    in  the  clouds  from  heaVn  to  be  reveald  Meafur'd  this  tranfient  world    the  race  of  nme, 

In  glory  of  the  Father,  to  diflblve  Tffl  time  ftand  fix'd  ?  Beyond  u  aU  abyfs 
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Hinc  fefe  expandit  vafta  atque  immanis  AbyfTus, 
iEterna,  omnipatens ;  quam  non  pervaferit  unquam 
Ulla  tuendo  acies.  At  pe&ora  lumine  puro 
Perfufus,  placidaque  expletus  pace,  recedam ; 
Fluxit  enim  largo  mihi  fonte  Scientia,  quantam 
Vas  capere  hoc  potis  eft :     Demens,  qui  eniterer  ultra ! 
Tandem  animo  fedet,  imperiis  parere,  Deumque 
Diligere  &  venerari  unumj  latus  ufque  prementem 
Aflidue  meminifTe,  revolvere  provida  longe 
Confilia,  &  patriae  penitus  confidere  curae. 
Jlle  fuae  monumenta  manus  fovet  omnia  amore, 
Ufque  bonis  mala  pervincens ;  opera  inftrumentis 
Grandia  molitur  parvis :  Illo  aufpice,  fummas 
Terrenae  virtutis  opes  tenuiilima  frangunt, 
Atque  animis  rudibus  fuccumbit  confilii  vis. 
Pro  vera  pugnare  fide,  &  difcrimina  pohe 
Cun&a  pati,  quas  palma  fiet,  qualifque  triumphus ; 
Utque  piis  vitae  portam  mors  unica  pandat, 


Etemity,  whofe  end  bo  eye  can  reach. 
Greatly  inftrufted  I  ihall  hence  depart; 
Greatly  in  peace  of  thought;  and  have  my  fill 
Of  knowledge,  what  this  veffel  can  contain  : 
Beyond  which  was  my  folly  to  afpire ! 
Henceforth  I  learn,  that  to  obey  is  beft, 
And  love  with  fear  the  only  God;    to  walk 
As  in  his  prefence ;  ever  to  obferve 


His  providence  ;  and  on  him  fole  depend  j 
Merciful  over  all  his  works  ;  with  good 
Still  overcoming  evil ;  and  by  fmall 
Accomplifhing  great  things;  by  things  deenVd 

weak 
Subverting  worldly  ftrong  ;  and  worldly  wife 
By  fimply  meek;  that  fuffering  for  truth's  fake» 
Is  fortitude  to  higheft  viftory  ; 

Illius. 
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lllius  cxcmplo  didici,  qucm  tatus  adorans 
Jam  nofco  columcnquc  mcum,   lanclamquc  filutcm. 
Tum  deinde  cxtrcmum  afFatur  vcnerabilis  Hofpes: 
His  adeo  tibi  pcrfpectis  fapicntia  fumma 
Acceffit;  ne  fpcm  arredlam  fublimius  efFer; 
Non,  11  ftellarum  numeros  ac  nomina  noris, 
iEthereas  late   vires,  arcana  profundi 
Vafta  capaci  animo  proifum  comprenderis,  &  quse 
Per  terras  Pater  omnipotens,  perque  aeris  auras 
Condidit,  immenfumque  polum,  pontumque  patentem : 
Non,  fi  omnes  gazafque,  &  cunfta  coegeris  unus 
Imperia.     Atdonis  tu  digna  opera  addereceptis; 
Addc  fidem,  virtutem,  animum  fortem  adde,  potentem 
Exiguo,  docilemque  pati ;  fuper  omnia  Amorem, 
Cetera  vi  penitus  vegeta  flammifque  animantem 
Lretificis;  Pietas  qui  cara  vocabitur  olim. 
Finibus  his  laetis  deinde  haud  invitus  abibis ; 
Intus  enim  Paradifus  erit  tibi  corde  fub  ipfo 

And  to  the  faithful  death  the  gate  of  life;  And  all  the  riches  of  this  world  enjoy'dft, 

Taught  this  by  his  example,  whom  I  now  And  all  the  rule,  one  empire.  Only  add 

Acknowledge  my  Redeemer  ever  bleft !  Deeds  to  thy  knowiedge  anfwerable  ;   add  faith ; 

To  whom  thus  alfo  th*  Angel  laft  reply'd  :  Add  virtue,  patience,  temperance,  add  love, 

This  having  learnM,  thou  hail  attain'd  the  ium  By  name  to  come  call'd  charity,  the  foul 

Of  wifdom;  hope  no  higher:  tho'  all  the  ftars  Of  all  the  reft,   then  wiltthou  not  be  loth 

Thouknew'ftbyname,  andallth'etherealpow'rs,  To  leave  this  Paradife,  butftialt  poflefs 

All  fecrets  of  the  deep,   all  nature"s  works,  A  Paradife  within  thee,  happier  far  ! — 

Or  works  of  Godin  heav'n,  air,  earth,  or  fea;  Let  us  defcend  now  therefore  from  this  top 

P  p  2  Laetior. 
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Laetior.    At  fpeculae  jam  defcendamus  ab  arce 
Aeria  ;  nam  venit  ineluclabilis  hora ; 
Migrandum  eft ;  en  !  dudum  ifto  mihi  monte  locati 
Caftra  movere  parant  Vigiles :   en  !   dira  corufcat 
Fulgor  atrox  gladii,  flammaeque  a  fronte  minaces. 
Non  jam  fas  cunclari ;  age,    fomnos  rumpe  maritae: 
Olli  ego  turbatos  animi  per  mollia  flu&us 
Somnia  compofui,  placidae  praenuntia  pacis ; 
Ipfa  dabit  jam  fponte  manus.    Tu  tempore  dextro, 
Participem  facias,  tibi  quae  data,   lucis ;  at  unum 
Hoc  iterum  atque  iterum  repetas,  ut  pe&ore  in  alto 
Figatur  ftabilita  fides,  de  Semine  ituram 
Fcemineo  diffufa  hominum  per  faecla  falutem. 
Hinc  lucem  ad  fummam,  quae  fera  accedet,  eandem 
Ufque  fidemcolite  unanimes;  deflete  peractum 
Haud  lu&u  immerito  crimen;  fed  plenius  alta 
Laetitia  exhilarent  faufti  folatia  finis. 

Conticuit ;  montifque  fimul  faftigia  linquunt : 

Of  fpeculation ;  for  the  hour  precife  Let  her  with  thee  partake  what  thou  haft  heard  j 

Exacts  our  parting  hence :  and  fee  !   the  Guards,  Chiefly,  what  may  concern  her  faith  to  know, 

By  me  incamp'd  on  yonder  hill,  expeft  The  great  deliverance  by  her  Seed  to  come, 

Their  motion ;  at  whofe  front  a  flaming  fword,  For  by  the  woman's  Seed,  on  all  mankind: 

In  fignal  of  remove,  waves  fiercely  round.  That  ye  may  live,  which  will  be  many  days, 

We  may  no  Ionger  ftay :  go,  waken  E<ve ;  Both  in  one  faith  unanimoas,   though  fad, 

Her  alfol  withgentle  dreams  have  calm'd,  VVith  caufe,    forevilspaft:     yet    much    more 
Portending  good  ;  and  all  her  fpirits  compos"d  cheer'd 

To  meek  fubmiflion ;  thou  at  feafon  fk  Wif.i  meditation  on  the  happy  end. 

Deinde 
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Dcinde  alacri  cclcrans  ftudio  przecurrit  Adamus 
Conjugis  ad  thalamum:    dimifcrat  illa  foporcm, 
Hifque  virum  cxcipiens  di&is  haudtriftibus  intit: 

Undc  rcdis,  quoquc  hincdudum  via  duxit,  Adamc, 
Haud  animi  mc  fallit;   incft  Dcus  ipfc  fopori 
Scilicct,  &  liquidam  pandunt  infomnia  lucem : 
Qualia  mi,   praefaga  boni,   Indulgentia  mifit 
Numinis;  ex  quo  me  laffam,  exhauftamque  dolore, 
Sterncbam  fomno.      Quin  duc  age  protinus;  in  me 
Nulla  mora ;  hic,  alibi  eft,  quocunque  folo,  Paradifus, 
Tu  modo  te  comitem  dederis  mihi:  Te  fine,  Conjux> 
Non  hic,    non  alibi  eft,  non  terrarum  omnibus  oris. 
Tu  mihi  res  cundta?,  loca  cuncla  fub  aetheris  axe, 
Unicus ;  ob  mea  qui  fcelera  hinc  dimitteris  exul. 
Haec  tamen,  haec  abeunti  animum  folatia  mulcent 
Fidentem:  Quanquam  per  me  omnia  perdita  late, 
Defluxit  tanta  immeritae  mihi  gratia  coelo, 
Per  me  promiflum  repararit  ut  omnia  Semen. 

He  ended ;  and  they  both  defcend  the  hill :  In  me  is  no  delay  ;  with  thee  to  go, 

Defcended,  Adam  to  the  bow'r,  where  Eve  Is  to  ftay  here;  without  thee  here  to  ftay, 

Lay  fleeping,  ran  before ;  but  found  her  wak'd ;  Is  to  go  hence  unwilling  :    thou  to  me 

And  thus  with  words  not  fad  ihe  him  receiv'd :  Art  all  things  under  heav'n,   all  places  thou  ; 

Whence  thou  return'ft,  and  whither  *  ent'ft,  I  Who  for  my  wilful  crime  art  bani(h'd  hence. 

know  :  This  further  confolation  yet  fecure 

For  God  is  alfo  in  fleep,  and  dreams  advife  ;  I  carry  hence ;  though  all  by  me  is  loft, 

Which  hehath  fent  propitious,  fome  great  good  Such  favour  I  unworthy  am  vouchfaPd, 

Prefaging;  fince  with  forrow,  andheart's  diftrefs  By  me  the  promis'd  Seed  fhall  all  reftore. 
Wearied  I  fell  afleep.  But  now  lead  on;  So  fpake  our  mother  Eie;  and  Adam  heard 

Finierat. 
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Dixerat :  8c  lastis  di&a  auribus  haufit  Adamus ; 
At  nil  refpondit:  namqueollis  maximus  Hofpes 
Jam  propior  ftetit;  adverfique  a  culmine  montis 
Flammea  praefcriptam  ftationem  adiere  Cherubum 
Agmina,  fufpenfis  per  humum  labentia  plantis. 
Ut  nebula,  ex  fluviis  fe  effundens  velpere  fero, 
Pervolitat  denfas  liquido  pede  lapfa  paludes, 
Agricolamque  premit  reducem,  calcemque  fuburget. 
Undantes  a  fronte  faces  fublime  vibratus 
Numinis  evomuit  gladius,  ceu  crine  cometa 
Terribili  lugubre  rubens,  ccelique  benignam 
Temperiem  invertit :   torrenti  incanduit  atrox 
Igne  vapor,  quantus  fitientibus  incubat  Afris. 
Corripit  inde  manu  noftros  utraque  Parentes 
Nuntius,  increpitatque  moras ;  portamque  ad  eoam 
Ducit  agens,  celsaque  iterum  de  rupe  jacentem 
Ocius  in  campum ;  tenues  dein  fugit  m  auras. 
Convertere  oculos;  lateque  plagas  Paradiii 

Well-pleas'd,    but  anfwerd  not :     for  novv  too  The  brandiiVd  fword  of  God  before  them  blaz'd, 

nigh  Fierce  as  a  comet;  which  with  torrid  heat, 

Th' Arch-angel  ftood;  and  fromthe  other  hill  And  vapois  as  the  Libyan  air  aduft, 

To  their  fix'd  ftation,  all  in  bright  array,  .  Began  to  parch  that  temperate  clime  :  whereat 

The  Cherubim  defcended ;    on  the  ground  In  either  hand  the  haft'ning  Angel  caught 

Gliding  meteorous :  as  ev'ning  mift,  Our  lingriug  parents ;  and  to  th'  eaftern  gate 

Ris'n  from  a  river,  o'er  the  marifh  glides ;  Led  themdirett;  and  down  the  ciiff  as  faft, 

And  gathers  ground  faft  at  the  laborer's  hecl,  ,  To  the  fubjefted  plain  ;   then  difappeard. 

Homeward  returning.    High  in  front  advanc"d,  They  looking  back,  all  tk'  eallern  fide  beheld 

Eoas 
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Eoas,  fua  tam  nupcr  laetifTima  rura, 
Flammivomo  mucrone  vidcnt  ardcfccrc;  formifque 
Obfcflam  horrificis  portam,  8c  flagrantibus  armis. 
Natune  imperio  lacrimas  mifcrc,  rcpcnte 
Deterfas  :    Patuit  fpatiofls  tra&ibus  orbis 
Terrarum,  requiem  optatam  dulcifquc  rcceflus 
Qua  peterent  fibi  cunque  loca;  6c  Deus  adfuit  aufpex. 
Tum  vaga,  lentaquc,  ducentes  veftigia,  palmis 
Connexis,  folos  Edeni  abiere  per  agros. 

Of  Paradife,    fo  late  their  happy  feat,  The  WorlJ  was  all  before  them,  whcre  to  chufe 

Wav'd  over  by  that  flaming  brand  ;    the  gate  Their  place  of  reft,   and  Providence  their  guide. 

With  dreadful  faces  throng'd,   and  fiery  auns.  Thcy.hand  in  hand,with  wandring  fteps  andflow, 

Some  natural  tears  they  drop'd,   but  wip'd  them  Through  Edtn  took  their  folitary  way. 
foon: 
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